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PREFACE 


Nearly twenty years ago, the Rise of the British Empiie 
in India was suggested as a subject of special study in the 
combined Honour School of Law and Modem History at 
Oxfoid^ Several causes foi some time letarded the adoption 
of this suggestion. About eleven years since, Orme’s gieat 
work was substituted for Mr Mill’s histoiy, which had been 
previously recommended ; and I tried the experiment of 
lecturing upon it to a very small class. This was so far suc- 
cessful, that when, in 1868, the original Teachership of Indian 
Law, intended foi the Selected Candidates for the Indian Civil 
Seiwice, and which had been foi some time renewed from year 
to year, was established pi ovisionally foi a longer period, the 
claims of British India in the Law and History School weie 
lecognized ; and the Vice-Chancellor of the day, m his official 
speech at the close of the Academical year, noticed the appoint- 
ment of a Reader- in Indian Law and History Fiom that 
time I lectuied legulaily on Oime, and the class grew more 
numerous 

When, on the rearrangement of our University examination 
system, the Schools of Law and History weie separately 
constituted , and the Histoiical Boaid, acting under the 


* This suggestion was, I believe, due to Mr Boase, to whose extensive knowledge 
and untiring zeal the cause of Modem History in the University is so deeply indebted 
By 1 curious coincidence, I was about the same time introducing the study of Thucy- 
dides (in Dale’s translation) among the Brahmins, Purvoes, and Parsecs of Bombay 

* I did not discover, until some years later, that, in the Latin Statute, the word 
equivalent to Reader had only been mserted in one place Thus my legal persotia is 
still rather equivocal Readei , however, has always been the name adopted in the 
English proceedings of Congregation and Convocation, previous to the Decree of last 
>ear, which was ambiguous 
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New Statute, proposed a group of subjects for special and 
minute study, British India, from 1784 to 1806, formed one 
of those subjects Lord Wellesley’s Despatches accordingly 
became an essential part of this course But though a poition 
only of what he wrote, or even published, on his Indian ad- 
ministration, the contents of the five bulky volumes edited by 
Mr Montgomeiy Martin weie far too voluminous for the 
student, and those volumes had long been out of print. 
Copies however were to be found at the Bodleian, and in 
some College Libraries, and the mci easing demand foi them 
produced 'second hand’ copies through the booksellers The 
Board did me the honour of entrusting to me the task of 
specifying those documents with which the student ought to 
be familiar An official list of these was accoidingly published 
m the University Gazette, and incorporated into the official 
pamphlet on the Examination Statute and the instructions of 
the Boards of Studies But both examiners and students 
experienced and complained of the inconvenience attending 
this arrangement, and frequently expiessed a wish to have 
the papers required in a more accessible, compact, and sys- 
tematic form Such is the'oiigin of this undertaking 
But though piimarily intended to supply a local want, it is 
hoped that it will serve also a more geneial purpose. Like 
Wellesley himself, it goes forth from Oxfoid, but like him, 
it is intimately connected with the interests and the pursuits 
of the great world without Not only the historian and the 
Indian administrator, but the statesman, the diplomatist, the 
soldier, the political economist, the ‘educationalist,’ even the 
student of English literature, are — 01 ought to be— all interested 
in the conduct and the utteiances of 

‘the majestic Lord, 

‘That broke the bonds of 

Tippoo and the Mahratta in the East ; and prepared the way 
for breaking those of the Corsican in the West , saved, extended, 
and organized British India , stiuck a fatal blow at the trading 
monopoly of the Company; instituted the magnificent scheme 
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of Foit William College, and expounded and vindicated his 
measures in State Papeis, which as literary compositions, de- 
signed for a practical purpose, are models of such handiwork, 
and the study of which is in itself a manifold and invaluable 
training for the young aspirant to distinction in a School of 
Modern Histoiy. 

The responsibility involved in the task of selection is by no 
means a light one It is, indeed, often far easier to determine 
what to adopt, than what to reject. So rich in lessons of 
political wisdom, and in able and instructive discussions of great 
problems, are the compositions of Lord Wellesley, that in spite 
of the bulk of this volume, I am inevitably reminded of Loid 
Clive's strong exclamation, when taxed with helping himself 
too freely to the treasures of the Nawab of Bengal I can at 
least say, that no pains have been spared to make these disjecta 
membra of a great and scholarly statesman as representative as 
possible , and by the omission of minor, occasional, and per- 
sonal matters, tentative measures, and reduplicated instructions, 
to gam space for exhibiting the administration in its broader 
bearings, mature form, and natural sequence 

A careful reperusal of the entire correspondence has led to 
the rejection of a few pages included m the former list, and 
to the insertion of many short but important extracts, which, 
on reconsideration, it seemed undesirable to sacrifice. 

The documents have been arranged, for clearness and facility 
of reference, under distinct heads To each paper has been 
prefixed a very short note of its contents , and a running 
analysis, along the top of the pages, has been added, indicating 
at once the chief subject of each page, and the general and 
connected drift of the whole paper. Thus, an Index, which 
must have either added unduly to the size of the volume, or 
caused the omission of valuable matter, has been avoided, 
though it may be well to add that this was not an after- 
thought, but was designed before the selection was made 
The Appendix is intended to illustrate the Despatches, partly 
by supplying additional accounts of events , but more by the 
quotation of thoughtful and critical passages, which delineate 
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the Governor General’s policy, either as a whole, or in sonie of 
Its details, according to the estimate of those, whose opinions, 
on various accounts, are well worth attention 

By the great kindness of His Grace, the present Duke of 
Wellington, I have been thus enabled to enrich this collection 
with the terse and masterly Paper, which forms the Introduction, 
and with many other documents, the interest and value of which 
will be seen at a glance , and wdiich, as well as the Map of 
India, are all taken, by His Grace^s permission, from the 
Supplementary volumes of the Wellington Despatches Such 
extracts might, with obvious advantage, have been much more 
numerous And I hope hereafter to give a fuller explanation of 
the great part played by the hero of Assye, as right-hand 
councillor of the Governor General, and as an administrator 
in Mysore. 

In the Survey, prefixed to the Selections, an attempt has been 
made to exhibit the policy of Lord Wellesley m its true re- 
lations with the circumstances of the time, both in India and 
in Europe How baseless is the hazy fancy, which represents 
Indian history as a stream apart from the main current of woild 
story, will appear in the course of the Suiwey, and in many 
other parts of the volume Such a fancy ought not to be entei- 
tained by readers of the Bible, Herodotus, or Gibbon And it is 
productive of very mischievous results, both intellectually and 
politically But besides a knowledge of the state of Europe in 
Wellesley’s day, a general acquaintance with the condition and 
revolutions of India, from the rise of Sivaji onwards, is essential 
to one, who would view the Governor General’s conduct (espe- 
cially as regards the Mahrattas) in its proper light I accoidingly 
delivered, and soon afterwards published, a course of Lectures 
introductory to the British Period, ^ to which I venture to refer 
those who may be disposed to complain, that I have taken for 
granted much, which ought to have been established on historical 
evidence, and made enigmatical allusions, where detailed ex- 
planations would have been more appropriate Those Lectures 


^ India OH the Eve of the British Conquest Allen & Co 1872 
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indeed ended with an account of the battle of Paniput, in 1761 
But the inteiwal between that time and Wellesley’s, so far as 
native history is concerned, has been spanned, in a very in- 
teresting volume, by Mr. H. G. Keene ^ In another course of 
Lectures I have tiaversed the coi responding space of Anglo- 
Indian History ; and should it seem worth while to print them, 
they will, I tiust, be found to justify many remaiks in the 
Survey, which may at present seem obscure 01 questionable 
To His Giace the Duke of Wellington my warmest acknow- 
ledgments aie due, for the veiy libeial pei mission to incorporate 
in the piesent volume both the excellent historical Map of India, 
and the Papeis from the Supplementaiy Despatches , as well as 
to the Marquess of Salisbuiy, Secretary of State for India, who 
kindly allowed the use of all public documents relating to 
Lord Wellesley’s admmistiation, so far as the lights of Govern- 
ment over them extend , also to Alfied Montgomery, Esq, for 
his most obliging offer to place at my disposal all the Mar- 
quess’s papers in his possession ; and to the Principal Librarian 
and Mr. E. A Bond at the British Museum, and to Dr Rost 
and Mr. Watei field at the India Office, foi their kind and ready 
assistance in instituting a search after missing papers I am 
beholden also to Mr. Muriay, of Albemaile Sticet^ for his 
courtesy in causing tlie Plate, fiom which the Map of India was 
oiiginally engraved, to be promptly hunted up 
It would not be light to conclude without one moie explana- 
tion The lamentable want of interest in the affairs of India 
which, in spite of our great stake in that country, and the 
constant residence theie of so many of our friends and lelatives, 
notoriously prevails throughout all classes of educated English- 
men, is, I have long been convinced, mainly due to the systematic 
exclusion of Indian history, as a branch of geneial study While, 
on the other hand, many years experience of its attractiveness 
(when the really valuable parts of it are carefully brought under 
their notice) not only to young men, but to both boys and girls, 
is, to my mind, a very hopeful and encouraging circumstance 


^ TTte Fall of the Moghul Empire By Henry George Keene Allen & Co 1S76 
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But among the objections to its introduction at Oxford was 
the question — How are you to find examiners willing and com- 
petent to test your pupils ? I had myself no fears, at the time, 
on this ground And the sequel has amply justified my con- 
fidence The New Statute empowers examiners to call in 
assessors, to adjudicate upon out-of-the-way subjects But, in 
this case, it has only once (I believe) been necessary to do so 
And the character of the papers during the last four years, 
with which I have had absolutely nothing to do, pioves that, 
whatever may be said of the examiners by ill-informed and 
captious critics, they have recognized and well fulfilled their 
obligations , iisen with the new emergencies of then position , 
and taking even moie trouble than the Statute required them 
to do, have placed Indian history on its pioper footing, and in 
its due relations to other subj'ects. 
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(by the editor) 


I. MYSORE. 

Mahometan Mysore had been foi more than thirty years a constant 
source of alaim and danger to the Madras Government, and of per- 
plexity and expense to Calcutta and Leadenhall Street Indeed, Hyder 
and Tippoo were names of fear to the British nation itself The most 
conscientiously pacific of Governors-General had been compelled to 
make war upon the Sultaun And the policy which, when the turbulent 
hlysorean had been viitually conquered, and was at our mercy, had 
spared him, and allowed him to resume his place among the Princes of 
India, had been much canvassed at the bme His hereditary leaning to 
the French, and his readiness to throw in his lot with them, were as 
decided and notorious as his irreconcileable and fanatical hatred of English- 
men When, in the course of the long agony of Pitt’s miserably conducted 
war on the Continent, it appeared that Tippoo was preparing, with French 
aid, to resume hostilities against us, and that Buonaparte was on his way 
to Eg)'pt with a view to co-operate in conquering England in India, 
the calmest and most constant mind might well entertain misgivings, 
and be inclined to applaud the prompt and vigorous initiative of the 
Governor-General against a local enemy, who might otheiwise turn out 
to be an imperial danger of no tnfling importance 

The elaboiate establishment, in the Governor-General’s Minute, of 
the casus belli , the comparatively moderate and defensive nature of the 
demands which, in the first instance, it was proposed to extoit from the 
Sultaun, his patent and coarse devices to evade the issue and stultify 
our preparations, till the chapter of accidents might befriend him, and 
bring the French in force to his assistance , the panic fear at Madras of 
even attempting to concert defensive measures , the Governor-General s 
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lucid and forcible exposition of our ‘ critical, not alarming state , the 
ability, energy, and rapidity, with which he rehabilitated our alliance 
with the Nizam, completed the arrangements for a war, in which the 
army was to be, to a great extent, its own base, and should be enabled, 
m the Napoleonic fashion, to stake at once at the enemy’s capital, and 
end the contest by ‘ a single, distinct, and definite operation’, the cordial 
and useful co-operation of the Nizam’s foices, reformed on Wellesley’s 
model, and directed by his military brother , the two victories of Seedasere 
and Malvelly , the uninterrupted and comparatively expeditious progress 
of the vast armaments to the scene of their ‘ certain triumph ’ , the 
steady and methodical conduct of the siege , the swift and completely 
successful assault, the absence of unnecessary carnage, the fortunate 
death of the Sultaun , the prompt submission of his family, his servants, 
and of the country generally , the consummate skill with which the 
delicate and difficult problem of the partition and settlement of the 
conquered territories was solved, slated, and executed, lastly, the 
obvious, signal, and at the moment unqualified advantages resulting from 
the whole undertaking — all combined to win golden opinions at home 
fiom every class of critics m favor of such an achievement on the part 
of one so recently entrusted with so novel and arduous a charge Lord 
Mornington himself plainly conceived that he had herein gamed no 
Ignoble spoha optvia Again and again he reveits to the conquest of 
Mysore, as Cicero did to the suppression of Catiline’s conspirac} And 
the just pride which he felt in the reduction of Tippoo’s power, and the 
confidence with which he counted on public approval in England, 
appear most clearly in the fact that, when doing what he feels will be 
most unpalatable to the Directors, he appeals to them by the memory of 
this event He dates the Regulation for the establishment of Fort 
William College on the anniversary of the capture of Seringapatam 
His classical mind might revert to Manlius If you are incLned to 

condemn me for betraying your commeicial constitution, remember 

I saved you from Tippoo ' 


How much he was indebted for his success to the counsels and 
co-operation of his brother Arthur may be inferred from a paper in the 
Appendix, and is illustrated at large m the Duke of Wellington's Des- 
patches Colonel Wellesley's animated description of the order of march 
IS also a valuable historical document, full of local colouring And, as a 
ridiculously mythical narrative was circulated of the check ivhich the 
Colonel sustained in the night attack at Seringapatam, it was thought 
well to give the authentic accounts of that incident. The pith of the 
matter is summed up in the following characteristically simple and 
straigntforward words -‘As I could not find out the post wffiich it 
was desirable I should occupy, I was obliged to desist from the attack, 
the enemy also having letired from the post ' 
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The Governor-Geneiars Minute deserves attention, not only with 
reference to its immediate occasion, but as the starting point of a new 
policy, and the manifesto and justification of that policy The sense of 
insecurity, and the positive expense entailed by the constant fear of war 
m India, the double peril of French aggression fiom within and without; 
the necessity of rescuing the Nizam from the Mahrattas, and placing him 
permanently under Biitish protection , the exposed condition of our 
North-West fiontier, and the imminence of Afghan invasion, the 
formidable power of Scindia, and the desirableness of counteracting his 
influence at Poona, perhaps even of coercing him by arms , the policy 
of attempting to bridle the whole Mahratta League through the medium 
of a more intimate and predominant alliance with the Peishwa, the 
hopeful prospect of a pacified India, regulated and controlled by a wise 
and ' moderate ' British Power — such are the chief features of the more 
general view thus early matured in the mind of the Governor-General, 
and expounded with his usual clearness, and with perhaps some un- 
consciousness of the obstacles to its realization The subjoined passage 
seems to contain the key to his Avhole system of dealing with native States; 
and though its full impoit might not be at once apparent, it at least gives 
no uncertain sound as to the obvious tendency of his wishes and exertions^ 
How much, as regaided the Mahrattas, he counted without his host, will 
appeal in the sequel But, by the very announcement of such a scheme, 
he gave a pretty clear indication that a Mahratta war was by no means 
unhkely to follow a successful one with Tippoo 


^ ‘ While we prevent our allies from weakening themselves by repeated contests, we 
may expect that such an inteifeience in the disputes of the native powers, so far from 
tending to foment divisions, and to occasion war, will prove the best security for the 
general tranquillity of India, as well as the most solid pledge of our disposition to pre- 
serve that blessing from interruption However comprehensive and intricate the pro- 
posed system may appear at the first view, it will soon be evident to all the powers of 
India, that the fundamental principle of our policy is invariably repugnant to every 
scheme of conquest, extension of dominion, aggrandisement, or ambition, eithei for 
ourselves or for oui allies Consistently with this principle, it is our right and duty 
to restore the vigour and efficiency of our defensive alliances , but beyond the limits of 
this principle, we entertain no pioject of altering the condition, of reducing or of 
raising the power of any established state in India On the other hand, the same 
principle justifies and demands our firm resistance to the intrusion of any foreign 
power which shall attempt to acquire a preponderant influence in the scale of Indian 
politics, to the prejudice of our defensive alliances, and of our just interests The 
establishment of oui subsidized force at Poonah and Hyderabad will afford effectual 
means of guarding, not only against any such intrusion, but against the imdue growtli 
of any native pow'er While we possess so formidable a force in the centie of India, 
no such event can happen without our knowledge and consent ’ 



XVI SURVEY OF LORD WELLESLEJ^S ADMINISTRATION, 


II. THE NIZAM. 

A rebellious offshoot of the Mogul Empire, the Ni?am’s pover had 
always been overshadowed and threatened by the Mahrattas. Nizam-ul- 
Mulk himself had been more than once humiliated by the Peishwa, and 
had been all along his tributary Protected for awhile by Pussy’s brilliant 
ascendancy in the Dekkan , allied at a later period with the English, 
though for a short time their opponent m the first war wuth Hyder , the 
Nizam had never been able to throw off the Mahratta claim to chouk, 
a convenient pretext for indefinite fiscal exaction and political interference 

The exigencies ofthe war with Tippoo had induced Lord Cornvallis to 
strain his conscience so far as to write a letter, vhich was to ha\e the 
binding force of a Treaty, to allay the fears of the feeblest member of the 
Tripartite Alliance, lest he should be devoured by the Mahrattas vhile 
engaged against the common enemy. Sir John Shore’s non-inter\’ention 
policy almost occasioned this disastrous result, and brought about the 
dominant influence of a French corps at Hyderabad Lord Mornington’s 
first Treaty with Nizam Ally, and the skilfully combined and energetic 
measures that followed in execution of it, averted the latter danger, and 
converted the Nizam into a really ser\iceable all} in the Mysore var. 
But the second Treaty went much further, and sounded the earning note 
of still more momentous changes in our political relations It formall} 
undertook the defence of the Nizam against all enemies, including the 
Mahrattas , and in consideration of large territorial cessions, it omitted 
the previous restrictions against the emplojment of the subsidiary force 
on minor occasions of internal trouble 
It could hardly be expected, considering the antecedents, that the 
Mahrattas, whoever might wield the effective pow er at Poonah, v ould ever 
peaceably agiee to forego the claim to chouk Nor, whatever ma} ha;e 
been the case as to the mode and results of its exaction, could it be 
called in itself an unjust one, as the Duke of Wellington seems to imply 
in his answer to Lord Castlereagh Thus, though on general and o\er- 
ruhng grounds its abolition might be necessarj , such a demand almost 
unavoidably involved a var with the Mahrattas, whenever that people 
should have the courage to undertake one But Wellesley hoped that 
they would not , and that ihus British mediation might befriend our 
ally, and deliver him permanently from a burden vhich vas not only 
humiliating, but grievous and dangerous In this hope he vas deceued, 
as he had been in Tippoo’s case, and as Europeans are verj' apt to be 
when they count confidently on natives acting in accordance vith vhat 
we conceive to be their obvious interest 
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III, THE CARHATIC. 

Much what Ireland was to the English Government, the Carnatic had 
long been to the Anglo-Indian rulers , — a scene of perpetual misgovern- 
ment, oppression, and discord , a constant source of danger , a tempting 
prize to oui enemies , a scandal to the English name , a slough of despond, 
which, m a senes of wars, absorbed treasuie and troops, without coi re- 
sponding advantage, or any assured prospect of permanent impro\ ement 
The cessation of the double government, and the annexation of the 
province by the Company, had long been recommended, and was much 
desired by the Directois and the Ministry, as Mr Dundas’s letters testify 
But this the Nabob, backed by his Euiopean advisers and creditors, 
stoutly lesisted, appealing to Treaties, and taking his stand on his tech- 
nical light to the s/aftis qiio This was a dangerous line, under the 
circumstances, to adopt towards Lord Wellesley, who slew him — or 
rather his successor — with his own weapon However little the papers 
discoveied at Seringapatam may satisfy Mr Mill’s severe tests, they 
clearl}^ enough pioved both a technical breach of Tieaties, and a 
violation of their spirit and object And besides the intolerable nuisance 
of such a state of affairs as prevailed in the Carnatic, and for which the 
Company was indirectly responsible , there could be no reasonable doubt 
that Mahomed Ah, who was in fact our creature, and not even the 
eldest son of the family, had played treacherously and most mis- 
chievously into Hyder’s hands in our earlier wars , or that his son only 
followed the tiaditional practice m associating himself with oui most 
determined enemy. Whatever shortcomings there may have been in the 
later administration of the Carnatic by the English, the measure which 
the Declaration (prepared by Lord Wellesley, though issued by Lord 
Clive) announces and justifies, is broadly distinguishable both m pnnciple 
and policy from cases which, though liable to be confused with it, may 
be freely condemned without disputing the propriety or necessity of this 
change 


IV. OUDE. 

Of all Lord Wellesley’s proceedings, his dealings with the Nabob 
Vizier of Oude are apt, at first sight, to seem most harsh and arbitrary 
A careful consideration of the circumstances may much modify, if not 
altogether remove, the impiession The distressing voluminousness of 
the mateiials is undoubtedly a difficulty m the vv^ay of the enquirer The 
present object has been to supply such documents as are requisite to 
place the matter, in its essential characteristics, fairlj’^ and with sufficient 
fulness, before the reader That the Nabob vv^as an independent 
Sovereign, cannot be maintained in the face of the facts of historj' The 

b 
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Duke of Wellington’s short Memorandum m the Appendiv shew^ the 
vital importance to the Company’s Piovmces of the defence o ucc, 
and the origin and chaiacter of this obligation on the part of t le Aig is i 
Government Sir James Craig shews that, in the opinion of the 
responsible military authority, while the danger of invasion vas great, 
"the Nabob’s own army was not only a hea \3 diain on his exchequer, 
but a real and formidable peril to our Government hlr Dundas 
strongly recommends the dispeision of these rabble corps The most 
doubtful point perhaps was the claim to increase the subsidiary corps 
indefinitely, at the discretion of the English Government. 1 he increasing 
probability of a lupture with the hlahraltas, while it m ghl be a plea for 
the liberal exercise of this pretension, might also make that exercise 
practically ruinous to Oude. The Treaty, of com sc, settled this as well 
as other points, but only after the resort to icry severe pressure, the 
mission of Mr Henry Wellcslc}, a controversy which it is painful, even 
m the light of later events, to read, and the obstinate!) resisted and 
ineffectual endeavour to accomplish what had been done in the Carnatic 
The rectification of our military frontier, and the territorial isolation of 
the Nabob, w’eie not onl) pails of a larger scheme, but m themselves 
measures of obvious importance, especially at such a crisis The Nabob 
continued to amass treasure. But the English intervention cannot be said 
to have much improved, in the long run, the condition of the counlrv 
The dissatisfaction of the Directors with iMr. Henr) Wellesley’s appoint- 
ment was a chief cause of the alienation between them and Lord Wellcslc v 


V. MAHEATTAS 

We now enter on the most memorable and charactenslic chapter of 
Lord Wellesley’s administration The hi) sore war was the closing act of 
an old drama The Treaty of Bassein was the jirelude to a new traged) 
That we took up arms against Tippoo to ward ofl* serious, inveterate, 
and imminent perils, was sufiicicntl) obvious, and was generaliv admitted 
in England The expediency, and still more the necessity of the Treat) 
of Bassein, even apart from its almost immediate consequence, tlie war 
w'lth Scindia and the Rajah of Berar, was a matter of grave question, and 
deep misgivings The rapid and uniformly brilliant couise of the contest 
exactly conformed to the Gov'ernor-General’s carefully elaborated plan, 
fully justified his anticipations, enhanced his reputation and that of the 
British troops, and thus half-disarmed the critics of his previous pohew 
But It did not prevent them from hesitating to admit the advantages k 
the general result, or from adverting to the total change of our position 
m India < hich it involved, the magnitude and complication of the new 
obligations which we had contracted, and the difficulties and dangers that 
must beset even the attempt to fulfil them at all adequatel) . 
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And when the war with Holkai followed close on the pacification 
with the other Mahratta chiefs, and he who had so lately been lepre- 
sented as a needy and desperate adventurer inflicted upon our arms the 
greatest humiliation they had experienced since the destruction of Baillie’s 
corps, and in spite of the heioic defence of Delhi, the great victory of 
Deeg, the breathless cavalry chase along the Doab, and the rout of 
Ferruckabad, contrived to alienate from us our recent and spontaneous 
ally, the powerful Rajah of Bhurtpore , and with his aid prolonged the 
contest, and rekindled anew, far and wide, the smouldering embers of 
disaffection and predatory licence, thus producing a senes of sporadic 
encounters of a petty and inglorious, but peiplexing, wearisome, and in 
their general tendency dangerous character, when, moreover, four vehe- 
ment assaults by Lake’s victorious army were successfully resisted at 
Bhurtpore, and Scindia shewed an unmistakeable disposition to try once 
' more the fortune of war against us — then was the feast of croakers ' 
Then Lord Wellesley’s supporters waxed faint , and the vehement tide 
of public opinion in England condemned the rash, ambitious, and iiar- 
loving statesman , and floated out the good old nobleman who had first 
broken Tippoo’s power, to die in the futile attempt to reverse an order 
of things, which he had himself materially, however involuntarily, contri- 
buted to bring about 

The fact is, the line which Wellesley puisued in his Mahratta negotia- 
tions was a bolder and more original one than had ever been adopted, or 
probably conceived, by any European statesman in India, Dupleix per- 
haps excepted Though it naturally commended itself to his capacious 
mind and sanguine and benevolent temper, it was also, to a considerable 
extent, forced upon him by recent circumstances he was led on from 
step to step by the course of events, and the falsification of his too con- 
fident hopes of the efficacy of his pacific expedients The objections 
to his policy were obvious, plausible, and weighty In working it out 
he was confronted, and driven at times to over refinements, by em- 
barrassing facts, deeply rooted prejudices, mistimed or misinterpreted 
restrictions He was hastily judged, and condemned by the event of a 
partial and temporary collapse He was weakened and discouraged at 
last by the consciousness of hesitating and half-hearted support from the 
Ministers, virulent and vulgar opposition in the Court of Directors, and 
ill-informed public clamour , and, acting on his brother Arthur’s advice, 
he threw up the game when on the point of winning it, lest the cards 
should be rudely snatched out of his hands His work was mutilated, 
but It could not be effaced. And when the stress of the Napoleonic war 
was over, and local anaichy had produced a counterpart of the state of 
affairs around the shores of the Levant in Pompey’s days. Lord Hastings 
resumed and completed his gieat predecessor’s interrupted task 

I shall endeavor to justify these remarks, and to exhibit, as fairly as 
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possible, the principal consideiations which seem to have influenced the 
views of Lord Wellesley and his opponents respectively 

On the one hand, there was a slrong and not unnatural prejudice 
against a cloSe connexion with the Mahrattas They were at once tui- 
bulent, warlike, unscrupulous, and notoriously jealous of our interference 
in then concerns They had played us false more than once , and though 
the Peishwa was pledged to help us against Tippoo, so far from doing so 
on the last occasion, he had behaved, according to Wellesley, almost as 
an eneinj'^ Now that Tippoo was no more, iihat had we to gam by an 
alliance with this people ^ We need hardlj fear their attacking us , and 
if they were disposed to do so, the}’' weie quite capable of forgetting 
friendly professions, and ignonng Treaty stipulations While to associate 
oui selves intimately iiith the Court of Poona, the home of a Prince at 
once weak, wily, treacheious, and exorbitant in Ins latent pretensions, 
the focus of mteimmable political intrigues, the scene of incessant rc\olu- 
tions, would be the surest way to become hopelessly entangled in ‘ the 
labyrinth of hlahratta politics,' and to be compelled to take a side, and 
thus plunge into uai And with what icsult ? There was an unpleasant 
memoiy of the perplexities and disasters of our former liostilities w ith 
the same people in Waiicn liastmgs' tunc And we could not be sure, 
'that in spite of the subsequent increase of our power, we might not 
again be unsuccessful, at least for a time For jMahadajce Scindia liad 
assiduously developed his military resources, and the reputation of his 
disciplined battalions and formidable arliller} was great hilc the old 
aw'e of the hlahratta caiahy had by no means passed away from the 
general mind To side w'lth one part) would probabl) unite the rest 
against us , other States might join them , and lhe\ might cal! in the 
French to their assistance If, on the contrarj, we waged successful war, 
w'e might be hardly less endangered bj our \ery triumph hlight we not 
overtax oui stiength and our resources in cndcaionng to secure and 
administer our conquests, and to keep watch and ward o\er the restless 
ocean w’hich w’e had for aw’hile dominated? il/oA siia ititi Rojna was 
not to be forgotten And might not we loo come to resemble the 
Oiiental rivei, that loses itself in the sands? Especiall} as both the 
nature of the case, and the voice of experience attested, that once launched 
on such an indefinite career of intervention and consequent hostiht), it 
w’as by no means clear, w'here we might be able to stop hlight it" not 
be our case to ‘ find no end, in w’andering mazes lost ? ’ Thus much as 
to the abstiact question 

But 1 and contemporary facts also gave much additional force to 
such reasoning The Peislnva only concluded the alliance in the pre- 
scribed foim at the eleventh hour, and then as a p 2 s alia , in his dire 
extremity And could we trust him to abide by it ? If it was not neces- 
sary to us, for self-defence, still more, if it involved the issues of w'ar and 
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piobable conquest, was it not, though the Court might save the letter of 
the law by authorizing it, still a breach of the spirit and intention of the 
Act of Parliament? Was not the Company aheady heavily m debt, and 
bent on retrenchment and liquidation? Must not even a shoit and 
successful war, over so vast an area, be a very costly one ? And though 
the Company had too often been dragged into hostilities, and become a 
sort of Sovereign against its will , did not this circumstance tell in favor 
of abstaining fiom connexions that might lead to a repetition of such a 
diversion of its energies from their original and piopei destination, and 
of Its resources from their imperative object of squaring the account, and 
paying a good dividend? Lastly, was this a time to occasion extraor- 
dinary demands for money and men, when every shilling and every 
soldier were most urgently requiied to rescue the British Empiie itself 
from impending rum? When cash payments^ were suspended, and 
Buonaparte was thieatenmg invasion ? Such was one side of the case, 
by no means (it may be thought, even when thus sketched) a weak 
one 

On the other hand, it is impossible to appieciate justly Lord Wellesley’s 
Mahratta policy without estimating how fai he v as "influenced by the 
lessons of the past, the political circumstances of the time, and the 
remoter and more general considerations which his combined utterances 
indicate Like Dupleix, he knew that whatever might be thought or said 
in favor of the Company's commercial privileges, its trade, apait from the 
salt and opium monopoly, was a losing concern Like Dupleix, he 
assumed office when the finances of his employers were embairassed, and 
Mhen war must embarrass them, for the time, still fuither. Like Dupleix 
again, he sought by the exercise of political influence, by the sagacious, 
steady, and commanding ascendancy of cultivated genius, by the reputa- 
tion of European character and established wailike fame, both to thiow 
a magic and irresistible spell over the native mind, to strengthen the 
position of the Company as an Asiatic powei, and to relieve its finances 
by making the native Princes themselves defray the expenses of the 
troops by which they were to be oveiawed But unhlce Dupleix, he was 
no mere bold and fundamental revolutionist in this couise The British 
Empire m India was already a great fact, and a substantive portion of the 
Empiie at large, and Wellesley, though bound to attend to bade, not 
only maintained frankly, forcibly, and consistently, that trade could not 
flourish unless his political duties were fully discharged, but esteemed the 
latter altogether paramount, and held that his chief business was to 
defend, consolidate, and improve the Biitish Indian Empire — as an 
integral and vitally important pait of the paient State This consideration 
seems to me really the key to his whole policy — as a statesman , though 
as a man, (if a distinction may be drawn in thought wheie in the appli- 
cation of the motives theie was none) the claims of humanity, and the 
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duty of pacifying, and ameliorating the social condition of India generally, 
were powerful ancillary influences in determining his course 

Now, as to the past, he knew loo well that British India had been 
constantly endangeied both by the restless and unprincipled ambition of 
'native poweis, of recent origin and alarmingly sudden development, by 
the abstinence of the Company’s Government from timel) intervention, 
or by equally casual, awkward, violent, and abortive attempts to check 
this danger, by the frequent interposition of the French, long after Cootc 
had conquered Lally, by the isolated position and straggling frontiers of 
the Company’s territories, or of others which the} were bound to defend , 
b}- the extent of seaboard that w-as still m nalne hands, and invited a 
landing hostile to us , and by the impossibility of ensuring, at all times, 
the command of the sea, so as to prevent such a landing and co-opcration 
w'lth our native enemies A IMahratla confederacy again'=t us uas alwa}S 
on the cards , and after the destruction of Tippoo, both the removal of 
one w'hom they had alwa}S feared and hated, and our own aggrandise- 
ment through that event, gave additional inccntnes to such a stand against 
our growing and now singly menacing power 

The complex, fanatical, and irreconcileablc antagonism of England and 
revolutionary and Napoleonizcd France, the prodigious and alarming 
progress made by the latter powei towards subduing Europe, the military 
genius and intriguing spirit of Napoleon, and his fixed idea of conquering 
England in India, togethei wath the French faction alread} so powerful in 
Scindia’s dominions, and their control o\ci Shah Allum, whom Buonaparte 
w'ould delight mon suo to use as a political tool, presented at the lime a 
combination of dangers, which, but for Wellesley's Mgilance then, and 
Trafalgar and the French Emperor’s Spanish pohc} afieiw\ards, might 
w'ell have proved overwhelming The expense of guarding against these 
dangers must have been enormous, and Wellesley knew too well what 
had happened more than once, when we were caught unprepared m the 
tornado of Indian w arfare, reinforced by Gallic blasts His orderl} mind 
meanwEile w^as disturbed, his humane spirit vexed, bi the spectacle of 
the prodigal waste of life, the artificial sleiility, and the infinite social 
misery, resulting from the perpetual anarchy of natne India, since the 
strong hand of the klogul Emperors had been paralyzed by the establish- 
ment and e^panslon of iVIahratta predatory power Thus various motucs 
combined to induce him to interpose, and attempt to apply, if pos'^ible a 
peaceful, if not a short and sharp, but in the end efiectual remed} for dis- 
orders of such magnitude, whether actual oi contingent Security, humanit} , 
economy itself, were all to be provided for b} the same means 

The details of the arrangements which commended ihcmsehes to his 
mind necessarily differed, to a certain extent, w'lth circumstances But 
the geneial idea of a strict alliance wuth the Peishwa was tempting on 
many accounts, and promised at least alternative advantages of the 
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greatest consequence While it must not be forgotten, that it was part 
of a more extensive scheme, he undoubtedly regarded it as the prin- 
cipal, and (so to speak) parental agent m that scheme Poona and its 
vicinity would no longer be a battlefield of contending Mahratta factions 
Thence would not again go forth, with all the authority of ‘ the executive 
head of the Mahratta confederacy,’ a decree and an armament foi the 
repetition of the Kurdlah performance, the political extermination of the 
Nizam, and the establishment of Mahratta influence, if not direct rule, on 
our Carnatic fiontier The long Mahratta western seaboaid would be 
closed against the French We should be peaceably strengthened m 
Guzerat, where a French landing had been pronounced by General 
Stuart even more dangerous than at Fort William itself And in Bundle- 
cund we might thus obtain a footing, which would turn the flank of 
Scindia and Perron m Hindostan, fortify our exposed frontier on the 
North West, and secure our water communications The moral influ- 
ence of the Peishwa’s alliance also would be consideiable, though 
Wellesley undoubtedly oven ated it. Technically it was of great value 
And though it did not m the end prevent the gieat chieftains standing 
out against our influence, it materially piopitiated many smaller chiefs, 
and conciliated the Mahratta population of the Peishwa’s teiiitories, even 
when he was himself disposed to resent the too dictatoiial tone of his 
new fnends If it was important to preclude the French from turning to 
account the Emperor’s name, not less important was it to avail oui selves 
of the Pundit Puidhan’s more leal authority 

Wellesley seems to have hoped, that his own activity, the divisions and ' 
mutual jealousies of the Mahratta chiefs, the fear of the English arms, 
the impossibility of then obtaining timely and effectual aid from France, 
his solemn warnings, and perhaps, to a certain extent, even his ingenious 
argumentations, might avert an actual appeal to arms And, m such a 
case, he Mould probably, by successne Treaties and repeated strokes of 
diplomatic dexterity, have greatly improved the oiiginal position, and 
effectually trammelled the other chiefs in a network of stipulations tend- 
ing to disarm them by degrees, establish over them the peaceful supremacy 
of the British Government, and enclose British India in a cordon of sub- 
sidized forces But if this expedient failed, and ivar -was to be the woid, 
he did not shrink from the issue For w'hile the question of expediency 
was determined by considerations already mentioned, the justice of a war 
which he regaided as ultimately defensive, he did not doubt, and he 
felt peifectly confident of the rapid and complete success of our arms 
And victory M'ould give him at once M'hat must otherwise be the tardier 
fruit of diplomacy His o-\vn repeated and emphatic statements belie 
the idea that he expected war from the first But he must all along have 
contemplated it as a not very improbable contingency When war became 
certain, he drew a plan, the comprehensiveness of which, as a scheme 
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of occupation and conquest, startled Lord Castlereagb, and made ton 
almost despair of oui ability to meet its military requirements I3ut 
Wellesley felt, that it was both easier, safer, and more economical 
to garrison permanently even this large area, than to keep up, at our 
own cost, a force adequate to cope with the augmented and unite 
power of enemies, whom our inaction had fostered, emboldened, and 
combined 

I have said that the proposed subsidiary alliance with the Peishwa was 
part of a more general scheme of diplomatic connexion with the native 
States, for the pacification of India under British hegemony Though 
the three greatest Mahratta chiefs declined to be thus reduced, without a 
struggle, to a practically dependent condition , it must not be forgotten, 
that Wellesley had with him the sympathies, not only of a vast part of 
the population which had long groaned under klahratta extortion, but 
especially of the older and moie regular poweis, notably the Rajputs, 
who had been submerged (so to speak) in the deluge, of which Sivaji had 
first opened the flood-gates 77/^Mveie only too happy to be comprised 
in any plan, which should promise their restoration to the peaceful, 
flourishing, and half-independent state, m which they nad long lived 
under the ]\Iogul Empire Bhopal, Gohud, and other petty principalities 
were equally desirous of English piotcction The Nizam, the Guihuar, 
B'lysore, and Coorg, wete already enjoying it Travancore uas indebted 
to it for preseivation , and has since presented a favorable specimen of 
the good effects of Wellesley’s system, vhen judiciously tamed out 
The smallei Sikh States were anxious to be guaranteed against the 
Blahiattas on the one hand, and the Afghans on the other, and already 
had reason to fear the rising ambition of their own great tribesman. A 
similai disposition was shown in Bundleciind, and in the Rajah of 
Berar's eastern territories And the Jat Rajah of Bhurtpore himself was 
fain to enter into the system , and though tempted to abandon it by the 
arts of Holkar, and the unwonted spectacle of a serious English rci erse, 
he soon reverted to his original mind 

Thus, though it might be feared lest the cords of alliance should be 
snapped by then very extension , they were, m fact, strengthened as they 
advanced, and iveie half-w'oven beforehand in the hearts of both chiefs 
and peoples 

Several strong objections, how'ever, w^ere urged at the time, or after- 
ivards, against Wellesley’s policy both in Mahratta affaiis, and in its more 
general application 

The charge, that m concluding a Tieaty w'hich led directly to war, he 
bioke the law, may be dismissed very briefly Castlereagh fully acquits 
him of this charge As to the letter, the previous sanction of Ins pro- 
ceedings by the Directors settles the mattei, and satisfies the Act And 
though their later tone, and that of the Secretary of the Board of Conti ol, 
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was to a certain extent opposed to this sanction, such retiactations came 
too late, and being based upon general reasonings, inconclusive in 
themselves and inapplicable to the circumstances, naturally had little 
weight with him, and neither did nor could undo the past, nor ariest the 
swift maich of events Especially as the Govei nor- General had acted 
with the full concurrence of his Council, and mirabile diciu f considering 
his later line. Sir George Barlow had volunteered a detailed aigument in 
favoi of the propriety and necessity of concluding the Treaty, which 
will beTound m its place in these Selections As to the spirit and inten- 
tion of the Act, another paper, by the Govei nor- General himself, also 
printed in this volume, will be seen to throw much light on the matter, 
though it refers more to earlier transactions And though he had no 
desire to violate that spirit (for I believe him to have been perfectly sincere 
in his disclaimer of ‘ irregular ambition’), yet he felt bound to interpiet 
the Act freely, and with reference to altered ciicumstances , he had given 
early intimation that such was his view and intention , and he held, that 
he could neither defend British India, noi secure to the countiy generally 
that eventual exemption fiom the evils of war, which the Act was in- 
tended to promote, unless he asserted that supremac}’^ which events had 
forced upon us, and which his brother, m the Introductory Papei, openly 
claims as already our own 

If, again, he may seem to have been too careless of the cost of such a 
w'ldespread contest, however this suspicion may have affected the close 
of his administration, and the views and conduct of his successors, it 
must be remembered first, that both wars were, in his eyes, inevitable, 
and that those could hardly deem them otheiwise, who had maintained 
the necessity of war wuth France in 1793, which Pitt himself had 
been driven by the great Philo-Indian, Edmund Burke , secondly, that 
Wellesley, like Pitt, did not anticipate a long war, and that much of the 
cost of the Holkar campaign w'ould have been spaied, had the Governor- 
General’s instructions been more exactly followed, thirdly, that he looked 
to increased and permanent resources to retrieve the temporary sacrifices 
incurred m obtaining them, and lastly, as I have already obseived, that 
his aim was, by spending freely but not recklessly at the moment, to save 
the much more seiious expense of constant defensive armaments, and a 
more formidable and costly contest in the end 

Again, it has been maintained that he underrated his enemy, at least 
in the case of Hollmr The tiuth is, as before, he anticipated prompt 
success, and his admirable arrangements justified the anticipation But 
besides Fawcett’s inexcusable carelessness and consequent mishap, at the 
outset, Mo nson s di sastei di sturbed al l the Goyerrm^General’s plans 
And that disaster was obviously due, in a great measure, to the neglect 
of his provident and explicit counsels He disapproved of detached 
corps, each too w'eak to defend itself, or force a junction with the other 
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Thus the proportions of Monson’s coips, and that officers advance 
beyond the Mokundra pass, were both distinctly opposed to this wise 
recommendation. He urged that Monson should be reinforced with 
European infantry And the want of such a reinforcement was certainly 
one of the principal causes of the catastrophe The Rajah of Bhurtpore s 
' defection, the renewed disturbances elsewheie, and the disposition of 
Scindia to resume hostilities, were the natural consequences of this really 
great reverse, though not so great as natives were inclined to pronounce 
It But Wellesley, from first to last, fully understood the natuie of the 
case, and never wavered m his estimate of it India could not be pacified 
at one stroke But the first had been mortal to Mahratla militarj pi nltgc 
The second was turned aside for a moment, but foi a moment only Heeg, 
Ferruckabad, and the defence of Delhi, though thc> did not at once 
produce their full effect on minds preoccupied with Monson’s failure, vcie 
eloquent facts Lake’s precipitate and ovei -confident attempts to scramble 
into Bhurtpore without proper appliances, regular approaches, the sys- 
tematic taking off of the defences, and a feasible entrance, were most 
unfortunate, and drew forth renewed cautions from the deal -Sighted 
Governor-General But they also opened the Rajah’s eyes, and led him 
to give up the contest and dismiss Holkar And he was lapidly run 
down in the Punjab, without daring again to look the English army m 
the face, as indeed he never had dared to do The u alters on Providence 
could not be blind to such lessons, though the master spirit of the war no 
longer animated the Government, and the hasty and timid pacification 
Ignored the completeness of the reduction of Holkar’s power But m 
one of his last Despatches, Wellesley was able to show that, in spite of all 
drawbacks, the defensive alliance system had answered, on the uliole, well, 
in the course of his second Mahratta war, and had both diverted from 
Holkar, and converted to our use, a considerable pioportion of the 
military resources of the country This is the best ansuer to hlill’s 
strictuies 

Another objection is raised by Castlereagh, and no doubt occui red to 
many other English statesmen However ingenious the conception of 
the system m the mind of the original projector, however skilful its 
manipulation by the master’s hand, however vigilantly superv'ised by his 
penetrating and indefatigable scrutiny, how w ould it fare in other hands ? 
Would It be easy, or even possible, to secuie not only one successor, but 
a senes of Governors-General capable of appreciating and carrying on so 
artificial and delicate an arrangement? Could it dispense with that rare 
combination of qualities, ivhich made the character and administration of 
Lord Wellesley so remarkable ? Breadth of view and firm grasp of details, 
untiring devotion to business, fortitude, readiness, and tact, nice dis- 
crimination, and lofty impartiality m the selection of agents, strong moral 
ascendancy over them, combined with a raze faculty for organization and 
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luminous exposition? If such a man, or a series of such men, could 
be found, would the changes and chances of English political life, and the 
narrow prejudices of the Directors, admit of their employment? And 
what would become of the system m fmahle hands ? This was a grave 
consideration , nor can it be said that it has been proved to have been 
the offspring of a visionary fear Wellesley, no doubt, felt that sufficient 
unto the day was its own evil, that his plan, as conducted by himself, 
was at least a timely palliative, if not a radical cure, foi immediate and 
uigent evils If later dangers required its readjustment, later wisdom 
must resolve the new problem Meanwhile, though in such a case it 
could not be said, ce n’esl que le pi eimei pas qin coule, he had at least done 
much to consolidate and peipetuate his scheme, and to clear the way for 
his successors The two great difficulties of native connexion were, the ' 
, delicac y of the-JR.esident's-position_and functions, and the tendency of the 
subsidy to fall into arrears, and thereby necessitate undue interference on our' 
part, and the ruinous expedients to which the native Prince was apt to 
lesort, in ordei to meet the demand As to the second point, the 
teriitonal cessions, granted once for all in lieu of subsidy, made the 
arrangement self-acting, and averted the danger As to the first point, 
not only did he, by precept and example, impress the existing generation 
with his own conceptions of the appropriate mode of exercising the 
functions in question, but he relied on the College of Fort William to 
train a race of civilians, %\ho should be equal to the task Nor in leaving 
India did he renounce the charge of watching over the destinies of the 
Empire he had done so much to extend and strengthen His ante- 
cedents, his abilities, his knowledge, and his position at home, might well 
justify a sanguine hope, that his influence would avail much to maintain 
the vitality and healthy action of the system which he had instituted Other , 
urgent cares indeed soon engrossed his attention m Europe But he 
never lost his interest in India And his ‘ s chool ' sustained his credit, 
and continued his work, with good effect, in the East 

Lastly, a still more serious, fundamental, and permanent objection, 
was urged against the subsidiary alliance system, which comes to us 
endorsed by the high authority, and expounded in the forcible language 
of Sir Thomas Munro The native Prince being guaranteed in the 
possession of his dominions, but deprived of so many of the essential 
attributes of sovereignty, sinks in his own esteem, and loses that stimulus 
' to good government, which is supplied by the fear of rebellion and 
deposition He becomes a rot fainiant, a sensualist, an extortionate 
miser, or a careless and lax ruler, which is equivalent in the East to an 
anarchist The higher classes, coerced by external ascendancy, in turn 
lose their self-respect, and degenerate like their master the people groan 
under a complicated oppression which is iiremediable. Thus, in spite of 
the Resident’s counsels and attempts to secure good government, the 
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back of the State, so to speak, is bioken, the spirit of indigenous 
political life has departed, the native community tends to dissolution, 
and annexation is eventually the inevitable remedy for its helplessness 

and chronic disorders ' i i i. 

Or again, the Prince resents his dependent condition he kicks 

against the pricks , he violates some oi other of the stringent con- 
ditions under which he occupies the musnud , he intrigues against the 
English goveinment, or he murders its officers, or envo}s from other 
States, whose safety it has guaranteed, and he must be punished liis 
consequent nutation presently expresses itself m fresh acts of contumacy , 
and he must be coerced anew' And thus again, little by little, or at 
one fell stroke, his dominions are annexed, and his subjects pass directly 
under British rule This, it wall be obvious, is by no means a fancy 
picture while, though it would be most unfair to assume, that Wellesley 
deliberately contemplated such a general consummation, it cannot be 
supposed that he could shut his eyes to the possibility of its occurrence 
Probably while he devised and applied the system as an indispensable 
remedy for actual evils, he regarded it as an important experiment, which 
he hoped might answer its ends better than the objection assumes it w'as 
capable of doing, but w'hich, if it did not, might eventually be replaced 
by immediate and avow'ed English dominion He had a strong sense 
of the actual degradation and personal demerits of too many native 
Piinces he saw little hope of their ever becoming good rulers, or of 
their people enjoying peace and prosperity, without his aid license either 
paity might have, but hardly manly energy or virtuous enlei prise He 
had also strong faith in the possibilities of English control m improving 
the administration, though he was hopeless of it in some cases, wdiere 
inveterate maladies seemed to defy all remedial appliances If the native 
Governments, then, woe remediable, and capable of being trained into 
tolerable w'orking instruments for political and social purposes,— good ! 
If not, sooner or later, but not until the experiment had been faiily tried, 
and cncumstances, and public opinion in India ci?id tu Evgla7td were ripe 
foi the change, let them give place to our better organized, better 
principled, and more beneficent sw'ay 

There w'as, however, one means, as pointed out by Sir Thomas hlunro, 
which might postpone, if not avert, this consummation — the appointment 
of a native Dewan And this expedient Wellesley gladly adopted, where 
he could find such an agent duly qualified Pooinca he at once em- 
ployed in Mysore, and with good effect The Nizam’s jMinister he 
cordially supported And, on the other hand, he did his utmost to re- 
place Scindia’s infamous father- in-law' by a more constitutional and 
respectable adviser But at that time, and under the circumstances of 

c plentiful The Sir Salar Jungs, the 

ir Madhava Raos, and other eminent and enlightened native statesmen 
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are the giowth o£ a state of things, which had not then arisen, though 
Wellesley did much to hasten its advent And, after all, though history 
confirms too strongly the reasonableness of Munio’s feais, they were at 
least exaggerated In spite even of the free handling of native States by 
Lord Dalhousie, the Nizam, Mysore, thiee of the greater Mahratta 
Powers, the Rajput States, Bhopal, Travancore, and many more, which 
weie less intimately connected than these with Wellesley’s history, still 
survive, and are destined, it may be hoped, to a caieer of indefinite 
improvement, as integral but unannexed, and to a certain extent self- 
governing members of the gieat Anglo-Indian Empire 
But Munro’s remarks suggest, or rather lequiie, a few more words of 
explanation When, after predicting, half a century beforehand, the 
Sepoy mutiny, as the result of the general establishment of our pacific 
sway, he adds — ‘ But even if we could be secured against every convul- 
sion, and could retain the country quietly in subjection, I doubt much if 
the condition of the people would be better than under their Native 
princes’, — his words may well startle us, but should neither be mis- 
understood, nor received too implicitlj^, nor assumed as conclusive of 
u hat would have been his own view at the present day That a political 
machinery which supplied, however imperfectly, a career for honest 
official exertion, and thus sustained the self-respect and active powers of 
the office holders, was preferable so far to one, which, by excluding the 
citizen of a whilom native State from office, tended to debase and asser- 
vihze him, was one side of the question But there was another side 
And Munro would hardly have denied, that the liberty to do only evil 
continually was a questionable advantage over a state of peaceful industry 
and external prosperity, though associated with a timid and cringing 
temper And that Mahratta ascendancy amounted to little else, that but 
for the English it tended to become universal, and that there was no 
hope of any constructive, wise, and beneficent political development fiom 
such a quarter, are indisputable tiuths, confirmed by the express testi- 
mony of the highest authority on Mahiatta history and character. Captain 
Grant Duff The Rajputs were a fine, manly, chivalrous race But was 
it the English rule which, m their case, depressed the spirit of Princes 
and people alike, and drove them to cry m agony for a paramount Powei 
to curb the oppressor, and let them freely enjoy their patriaichal life and 
institutions? Was not the appeal made to the English against the 
Mahrattas ? The ‘ Moguls ’ Avere a proud people at Hyderabad But 
did either the Nizam or his subjects escape political and social degrada- 
tion from the same organized anaichy, until Wellesley came to then 
assistance ? What had happened to the Rana of Gohud and his subjects, 
and to so many moie victims of the pestilent enterpiise and devastating 
powei of this political pieuvreP this herd of lean kme, which devoured 
everything, yet itself remained evei meagie and moiibund? 
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Asam, if the population in the British provinces was debased and 
servile, other causes than the charactei of British rule had long previous y 
contributed to produce this i esult Munio judged chiefly, in all probability, 
from Bengal, which though less familiar to him was notoriously the seat 
of such a race, and from the Carnatic, with which he was intimately 
acquainted As to the formei, it would be a waste of words to do more 
than refer to Macaulay’s well-known picture, and to add, that the village 
system, the best guarantee of native independence and self-respect, had 
long been undermined theie As to the Carnatic, no one who knows its 
history, and the character of Mahomed Ah's rule, will much wonder at the 
want of an elastic and enteipiising spirit among its miseiablc inhabitants 

But Wellesley’s aim w^as to introduce a better stite of things And 
though he was not hopeful of native agency in high places then, and 
would hardly have coincided now with the cxireme view, which favors 
the introduction of lepresentative institutions and popular government, 
yet he undoubtedly anticipated a great impiovement in the character of 
the people , and by the lofty and beneficent spirit of his administration, 
by his judicial institutions, by his elaborate provision for the education of 
the civilians, (w'hereby sympathy w'lth native life, customs, and character 
would be promoted, and w'ould create corresponding and elevating sym- 
pathy on the other side), by encouraging Christian missions as far as his 
position permitted him, by causing the Scriptures to be translated into 
native languages, and by other means, he certainly pursued a course w ell 
calculated in time to exalt the people above ‘ this mere animal state of 
thriving in peace’, though he knew too well, that man must live before 
he can live such as he ought to be, and that there is a lime for all 
things, among others, even foi the too obtrusive ascendancy of a domi- 
nant race 


VI. DEFEIfCE OF THE IHDIAH EMPIRE. 

I have ventured to say, that the key to Wellesley’s wdiole policy seems 
to have been, his sense of the necessity of securing and consolidating the 
Anglo-Indian Empire, as an integral and very vulnerable part of the 
British Empire at large The papers arranged under this head will, it is 
hoped, fully bear out that view, which is further illustrated in other parts 
of this volume The Governor- General’s first task, both in time and in 
urgency , was to reduce the power of Tippoo, and to prevent the combination 
of his forces with those of the French And this required his arrange- 
ments with the Nizam, and the attempt to enlist the Peishwa in the same 
cause The fall of Tippoo was shortly followed by the annexation of 
tne Cam I tic Payen Ghaut, which, together with the corresponding 
treatment r f Tanjore (in which Loid Mormngton only obeyed orders 
from home), gave us the full command of the Coromandel seaboard, and 
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SO diminished the danger of a hostile landing on that coast Oui ex- 
posed frontier towaids Oude, noted by the Duke of Wellington in his 
short Memoir on the Vizier’s dominions , the relaxed discipline of the 
troops, and the hopeless misrule, of the same Piince, the power and 
doubtful disposition of Scmdia , the ambition, the military strength, and 
the wide-spread influence of Perron _, the turbulent feebleness of the 
Sikhs, the leslless enterprise and avowed designs of the Afghan Sovereign, 
and the memory of the Paniput campaign — all combined to make the 
Governor-General anxious on the subject of our North-West confines 
His apparently haish conduct towards the Nabob Vizier is, as has been 
already said, mainly explicable on this ground 

But though he thus turned the danger close at hand into a bulwark, it was 
not in his nature to ‘ lest and be thankful ’ at such a stage, or to await pas- 
sively more remote perils He did not at that time succeed m prevailing upon 
Scmdia to return to Hindostan, for the defence of his ill-cemented and dis- 
turbed territories there, or in effecting a cordial league with him against the 
common enemy beyond the Attok gorge But, adopting a policy analogous 
to that which Gibbon ascribes to the Byzantine Emperors, he dissipated 
the storm which was gathenng on the Afghan mountains by a diplomatic 
discharge through the medium of Mehdi Ah Khan , and, following this 
up by Malcolm’s Persian mission, he both secured India fiom a repetition 
of the Abdah inioads, and obviated the more distant contingencies of 
invasion from Central Asia, Russia, or France How, besides breaking 
the military power of the Mahrattas, and gaming the moral advantage of 
the Peishwa’ s alliance, he acquired by virtue of that alliance the control of 
the Western seaboard fiom Goa (which he garrisoned by friendly' 
arrangement with the Portuguese Government) to the Nerbudda , 
strengthened the position of the Company in Guzerat, and occupied 
Bundlecund , and how his first Mahralta war gave him Cuttack, the only 
part of the coast not m our hands, or under our influence ^ , has been 
already stated 

The euihanasia to which he sought to consign the Emperor and his latent 
but formidable claims, will demand a few words later on Before we leave 
the coast of India, and follow him m the more distant perspective of his 
provident care for the thorough accomplishment of his mam object, three 
other illustrations of his many-sided activity may be pioperly noticed 
First, the regular and constant supply of an adequate amount of Euro- 
pean troops, he, of course, felt to be most essential In estimating that 
amount, he seems certainly to have overstated it, as resulting from the 
principles which he laid down, oi rather the facts which he assumed 
as the basis of his calculation But both his own statements, a letter 


^ Canara had been acquired when Mysore was conqueied, and Travancore was our 
dependent ally 
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of Lake's (here jeproduced), on the newly-conquered territory m the 
North-West, and othei circumstances shew, that he did not exceed the 
estimate proposed by his military advisers And, on the oilier hand, 
It IS notable, that however freely he sanctioned, in the stress of the 
Mahratta war, the temporary enrolment of irregular Hoops, and 
however embanassing (as Loid Cornwallis states in liis letters to L-ake 
and the Diiectors) were the financial demands tlius caused, he steadily 
refused to loleiate the employment of Pindarics, and Ntould, no doubt, 
had he remained to superintend the fortunes of a thoroughly pacified 
India, have devised expedients for economising the charge of our 
European army Secondl}’', in his vaiious Treaties and partitions of 
terutory, he took great pains, both by disentangling the intricacies of 
loint or commingling holdings among the natnc chiefs, and b} the 
abatement of Mahiatta choulc, &c, to a^crt the occasions of renened 
quanels and disturbance, and he rectified frontiers, in a nnlilar\ sense, 
with minute care, so as to make both us and our staunch dependents as 
defensible as possible, and to gne no adiantage either to an open 
enemy, or to a doubtful and treacherous all} Thirdl}, nith his usual 
thoroughness and foresight, he explored and expounded, m a long letter 
to Lord Hobait, a variety of na}S in which French innuence, if not 
blocked at once by diplomatic stipulations and legal proMSions, might 
again insinuate itself into India Tins document is interesting, and \ery 
characteristic of the WTiler, and his point of view. But its length lias 
reluctantly compelled me to gne only its conclusion, winch howeter will 
be found very suggestive 

But Wellesley’s defensive and anti-French precautions were not con- 
fined to the Indian Continent Given the assumption, that ‘Ce}lon 
was a buhvark of our Indian Empire,’ it was as natural that he should 
claim full authority o\ er our settlement there, as that the commandant 
of a threatened stronghold should insist upon the control of an adjacent, 
though detached outwork In Ins double capacit} lie argues the matter, 
of course, upon commercial and administrative, as well as on purely 
political and military grounds But it is obvious that the latter class of 
considerations was uppermost in his mind And much as circumstances 
have since changed, it may still be a practical question whether, in mcw' 
of our extended dominion along the Eastern and Buddhist shores of the 
Bay of Bengal, his reasoning is even now out of date 

The islands of Alfiuritius and Bourbon had been, from the lime of 
Labourdoim^is xj Tjppoo’s last quest of assistance from that quarter 
against us, the acvanced base of our European enemies in their waifare 
on the Indian Continent, as well as m the Indian sens Even when 
destitute of the means of assailing efficientl} our established power, 
their inhabitants had done a bnsk and profitable business m the way of 
privateering, as the Govern or- General’s figuies shew Long before his 
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time, I find in a valuable military memoir of our last war with Hyder Ally 
by Captain Innes Monro, a scheme for reducing these islands Wellesley 
himself suggested such an operation at an early date That, from the 
Admiral’s objections, and the long delay in advancing them, he was 
afterwards prevented from executing such a plan, was a matter of serious 
concern to him, and an occasion of severe aigumentative remonstrance 
with the gallant, but narrow-minded sailor As that remonstiance is not 
confined to Indian grounds, but rests directly upon imperial con- 
sideiations, and the general conduct of the Anglo-French war all over 
the world, it has been placed under a separate head And it tends to 
confirm the idea, that the Empiie at large was Wellesley’s constant care, 
and India as an integral portion of that Empire. The Government, I may 
add, sided with him against the Admiral in this matter. 

Again and again he shews clearly how strong was his conviction, that 
the Governor-General of an Empiie essentially maritime in its origin, in 
so large a part of its frontier, and in the requirements for its preservation, 
ought to have the disposition of the fleet m the Eastern waters One of 
his sharpest lebukes to the Madras Government is on occasion of their 
presuming to inteifere with his provisional initiative, and exclusive power 
of suggestion, as to the movements of the ships He directs General 
Harris’s attention, with evident complacency, to the fact that, unlike 
Cornwallis, he can, during the hlysore war, rely upon the presence of the 
fleet off the Western coast, the result of such a suggestion, approved by 
the Admiral 

Wellesley’s plan for the occupation of the French islands and the Cape 
is further worthy of note, as an illustration of his habit of not only devising 
and recommending expeditions in a general way, but carefully weighing 
the details of their piosecution. Thus, while the Cape was to be 
conquered from England, the Mauritius and Bourbon, like Abyssinia 
in our own time, were to be assailed fiom India, which m fact was 
the course eventually adopted in the respective cases. 

Foiled m his design upon the islands, the indefatigable and far- 
sighted ruler turned to another scheme, which also he had previously 
recommended, a scheme, unlike the others, of co-operaton with a 
Western force And this, the ‘ Red Sea Expedition,' actually took place 
Mr Goldwin Smith, indeed, has said that it did nothing From his 
immediate point of view, and so far as martial achievements on the spot 
were concerned, this is, of course, literally true But Mr Goldwin 
Smith would probably be the fiist to admit, that as an indication of our 
diffusive energy and confidence in the East, and as a counterblast to 
Buonaparte’s vapouring letter to Tippoo and gasconading demeanour 
in Egj^pt, Baird’s meandenngs with a sepoy army in that country, were 
by no means an idle military promenade , and were well calculated to 
impress strongly not only the- Oriental, but the French, and especially 


c 
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the Gallo-Corsican imagination. A gun may not be fired in time , but it 
IS nevertheless a formidable weapon Reserved strength, as the 
Professor of Modern History at Oxford well knows-and cxemphfics- 

is no small element of reputation and influenc- 

Cicero’s speeches do not differ more in style from Caesars plain 
narrative, than the sonorous periods and elegant phiascology of Lord 
Wellesley from the masculine simplicity and strong common sense of 
Wellington’s Memoirs But, as the Governor- General constantly 
adopted, adorned vith literary skill, and executed tilth congenial 
determination, the views of his illustrious brother , so, in this case, 
General Stuart’s unpretending but most important and suggestive papei 
seems to have supplied and justified, in the Governor-Geneial s mind, 
the combination of measures tthich have now been reviewed It thus 
forms, by anticipation, an epitome of Wellesley's general programme for 
the defence of our Indian Empire And it is the best answer to the 
imputation that, m working out this programme, he was indulging in 
ivhat he himself happily calls ‘ irregular ambition ’ , and again, that 
however regular as well as fixed was his design of a\erting serious 
and manifold dangeis, I/wi amounted to a gratuitous passion for 
domination 

As regards the Emperoi, and the danger of his pretensions being 
employed against us by our enemies, especially by the French, the 
Governor-General carefully considered his course, and has full) explained 
the grounds and the details of his final determination IIis reasons 
are plausible But in a Lecture delivered and published last ycar\ 
I ventured to doubt whether, on the w I ole, that determination w as the 
best that could have been adopted I shall not here rejicat what w'as 
then urged But I may add, that the connexion of Tippoo’s famil_) soon 
afterw'ards with the Vellore mutiny might have shewn the danger of 
leaving such a state prisoner enthroned in the iNIogul capital " , and that 
the letter of Sir Thomas Munro in the Appendix, on the subject of the 
Peishwa, tends to confirm the view, that the Company should hai e either 
assumed the office of the Emperor, or taken a commission from him 


1 Anglo-Indian Rule Historically Considered James Parkei and Co , 0\ford and 
London 

® Since the Lecture was pnnted, I have been fa\oured iMth the cop> of a letter 
TOlten by a military officer, m high political emploj merit at the time, to the Go^emor- 
(«neral, Lord Ellenborough, warning that nobleman of the danger of allomng the 
‘&ng of Delhi’ to reside in the imperial city Tlie naming ^as disregarded, and 
the natural and disastrous consequence in due time followed. 
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VII. MISCELLANEOUS DESPATCHES. 

The papers included in this section refer to subjects commented on 
elsewhere. But it seemed better to give them entire, and as they were 
WTitten, than to cut them up, and relegate the fragments to their several 
heads Speaking generally, they may be regarded as the connecting link, 
and the informal and confidential line of communication, between the 
Council Chamber of Calcutta and the Board of Control Thus they 
consist partly of Dundas’s personal approval, no doubt with Pitt’s assent, 
of the Governor-Gencrars measures , partly of suggestions which were 
the germ, and the anticipatory sanction of arrangements, carried out 
according to circumstances, and with modifications and developments, 
by the Governor-General , partly of expositions and vindications of his 
own more original proceedings, and occasionally, as m the excursive 
disquisition on the Supreme Court and its influence, and in the statement 
of facts militating against the hope of much increasing the revenue by 
direct taxation or by remittances, of friendly antagonism to Dundas’s 
viev\s Without revolting to the separate topics, one general circum- 
stance may be here noticed and exemplified, which is very prominent 
throughout these letters. This is, the Governor-General's readiness to 
accept responsibility, his independent mode of acting, his resolve to 
be, though an accountable ruler m the end, still in the meantime a ruler 
indeed, and not an ornamental figure-head of the State-ship, or a pliant 
instrument of misgovernment 

Thus he asks the question — How is he to understand the principle 
previously laid down, that the landing of a considciahh French force 
-vould justify war with Tippoo? But he does not await Dundas’s reply, 
though it turns out to be in entire accordance with his own interpretation 
of the w'ords Again, he requests Dundas's sentiments on the projected 
annexation of the Carnatic But he frankly adds — ‘ I shall not wait for 
the communication ’ of those sentiments, ‘ if the season should appear to 
me to be favorable for the gieat measure, &c ’ He introduces the 
Bengal institutions into the Circars, though his correspondent thinks the 
tune not ripe for them , -and he does not hesitate to establish the Per- 
manent Settlement on the Coromandel Coast, ‘ without previous reference 
to the Court of Directois ' So too, he demolishes without mercy, in the 
last lettci of these Selections, the Admiial’s alleged scruples against 
engaging m an expedition to reduce the Fiench islands, without previous 
instructions from England Thus again, satisfied of the expediency of 
the step, and relying on the intimations in the original framework of the 
Supreme Government, that such a change was contemplated as desirable 
in the future, he separates its ordinary judicial functions from that 
Goveinment, and constitutes the Sudder Courts as a distinct institution, 
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and on a scale adequate to the occasion In like manner he reorganizes 
the administrative machinery of the Supreme Goveinment, and substitutes 
for ill-paid and inferior cleiks of depaitments an imposing and costly, 
but also a really efficient Secretariat 

But he goes further m the s?me direction To improve the system 
would avail little, unless the men who weie to work it were properly 
qualified, and selected according to their respective capacities 1 here 
was no fear that he would fail to employ and place judiciously the best 
men that he could find for each task, and experience abundantlj' proved 
how penetrating ivas his scrutiny, how impartial his choice, how anima- 
ting his example and countenance, how' formidable and judicially just 
and appropriate was his censuie But m spite of all that Cornwallis had 
effected for its purification and improvement, the Civil Service w'as still 
encumbered with no inconsiderable pioportion of inefficient, and with 
some corrupt men Seniority and actual position had their natural and 
conventionally too forcible claims Men wdio had done good service 
once, were unwilling or unable to letire when no longei useful Others, 
m the Madras Presidency, w'ere, on the contrarj', worth more, and could 
earn "more, if they quitted the service, than its local rules allowed them 
The civilians generally were below the standard of cultnation requisite 
for the difficult, delicate, and diversified political functions arising out of 
the development of the Anglo-Indian Empire, and too man) who asjnied 
to be statesmen were, m training and proficiencj, but dull traders And 
lastly, in spite once moie of Cornwallis’s constant and uncompromising 
protests agamst such practices, there was too much disposition at home, 
both among the Directors and the Rlinistry, to interfere with the patron- 
age of the service, and thus both directly to impair its efficiency by blind 
favor at a distance instead of calm and discriminating local selection 
according to merit and proved capacity, and to discredit and enfeeble the 
authority of the Indian Governments, more particularly that at Calcutta 

For all these evils, except the last, which to a mortifying extent baffled 
even his endeavours, and to which his early determination to resign was 
not a little due, Wellesley devised prompt and trenchant remedies, most 
unpalatable to his employers, and which combined with other circum- 
stances to make them des're his resignation or recall Vigilantly to 
superintend future appointments w^as, of course, his primary expedient 
Nor was he the man to whom— as even to Cornw alhs— the Prince of 

ales himself seems to have dared to propose jobs, or to recommend 
obviously incompetent persons Thus, by a process of exhaustion, the 
specific gravity of the inefficient w'ould gradually deposit them below 
their betters, or leave them, at least, stranded and shelved at such a 
moderate elevation as senionty claims, hopes of their improvement, and 

prurHof a™ " to 
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But Wellesley was not disposed to leave them long in peace even 
theie He announces to Dundas a plan, which he is deteimined to 
adopt at once, for bu)ung them out, and compelling them to retire, as 
Cornwallis had lecommended in the case of officers m the army — to 
England Besides the mere cost of this proceeding, which however 
he suggests will be more than saved in the end, the narrow views and 
sordid temper of those, who had fiist inflicted them on the service, are 
thus visited upon the pockets of the Directors and the Proprietors 
Their oiigmal sm finds them out The ‘curse' of nepotism ‘comes 
home to roost’ And thus, 'again, a significant warning and a salutary 
check are transmitted fiom beyond sea, well calculated to dimmish bad 
nominations of ‘writers,’ and to iiritate the disappointed and alarmed 
patrons. 

To propose a general scheme of retiring pensions for the whole 
service, and to extend to Madras Cornwallis’s system of higher regular 
salaries and stricter prohibitions against irregular sources of emolument, 
Avere obvious corollaries from the previous measures, and not less un- 
acceptable to many of the Directors 

It may be remarked incidentally, that the determined exclusion of all 
Englishmen, not in the seivice, from Oude, for which Wellesley incurs 
the wrath of Mill, was not only connected 'with the contemporary objec- 
tion to European colonization (partially explained on political grounds 
by the Duke of Wellington, in the Memoir on Bengal, and previously by 
Cornwallis), but was intended to, pi event the recurrence there of such 
scandalous transactions between the Govelnment and unofficial English- 
men, as had long embariassed the Anglo-Indian Government, and had 
piecipitated the annexation of the Carnatic 

If the arrangements for increasing the efficiency of the Civil Service 
wffiich have already been noticed were likely to be unwelcome to his 
employers , what had the Governor- General to expect in the case of the 
comprehensive and costly project of the College at Fort William ? Con- 
fidently as he writes, he probably anticipated something of the reception 
which awaited that great design And thus, besides his forcible, enlight- 
ened, and exhaustive pleading, his bold io7ir de foi ce in pressing into the 
service the sermonizing and inquisitorial passage from the Directors’ own 
Despatch (conceived in so widely different a spirit), the almost senti- 
mental challenge of their approval by the memory of the Conquest of 
Mysore, and his endeavor to obviate the financial objection, m the first 
instance, by taxing the Service itself for the institution, fiom which it was 
to reap so many benefits , he again steals a march by establishing the 
College at once , and thus, moreover, when the time comes for suspending 
and controverting the orders for its suppression, he is able to appeal to 
the experience of its good working, as a strong argument for its preser- 
vation and integrity 
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In the matter of the Private Trade, again, he made a temporary 
experiment almost coincidently Avith Dundas’s advocacy m Englan o 
the same step This reaching the ears of the shrewd Scotchman in an 
unofficial manner, he urges Wellesley to pei severe and icpeat the expc- 
iiment, m the teeth of the Directors and in defiance of their counter- 
ordeis, and promises support from the Board of Control This it will 
be seen Wellesley does, and follows up the blow by another exhaustive 
battery of statistics and arguments, such as could haidly fail to fluttci the 
Volscians of Leadenhall Street 

Reverting to political examples of the same tendency to insist upon 
the initiative, and lealize the technical nomenclature of his Government 
as ‘ Supreme,’ his communications w ith Lord Clive, and the distinction 
which he draws betiveen public and private correspondence, are import- 
ant He wall tolerate no disobedience, no cavilling, no remonstrance, 
or even hesitation as to the exact execution of his behests, in *nc public 
and officially recorded letters But he is not onl} ready and anxious to 
explain his plans and the reasons for them pnvatel} to the Governor of 
Madras , but he will esteem reciprocal private communications of Lord 
Clive’s views a favor Veiy similar is his tone in omitted letters to 
General Hams, when in charge of the same Government, and to Sir J 
Craig And while he was much angered by the transmission to himself 
of Ml Webbe’s Memorial, w'ntten for General Harris, and treats it with 
lofty and scornful inctina , this did not prevent Ins emplo) ing that useful 
officer in important charges, when he became more conformable, nor his 
attesting warmly the value of his services on his rather sudden death 

Again, he is emphatic on the piopncty of abolishing the very sem- 
blance of any authority on the part of the Siifncmc Court ‘over the 
person of the Governor-General’ Pie says expressly, ‘No power in 
India should appear to be co-ordinate with the Government, and still less 
to rival 01 to control it ’ At the same time he dw ells much, as w ill be 
mentioned presently, on the constitutional checks otherwise imposed on 
the power of the Governor-General 

The subsequent formation of the Indian navy at once obviated and 
justified his claim to control the operations of the fleet m the East 
But this was not the only case m winch he felt his position, as a 
Company’s officer, disadvantageous Great as had become the name of 
the Company, the name of the King was still greatei Hence he found 
it necessar}% as Cornwallis had already done, to protest against the 
mischievous consequences of Royal interposition m the affairs of India, 
not only m the matter of embassies, but in the correspondence of the 
Prince of Wales with the Nabob of the Carnatic, and the irregular and 
adventitious importance given to individuals by their being supposed to 
leflect, in some measure, the beams of Royal favor He also insists that, 
though a civilian, he ought to beai a military commission from the 
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Crown , and the Captaincy General of the Royal troops was accoidmgly 
conferred on him 

Lastl}^ it may be obseived, that his exposition to Governor Duncan, 
of the latter’s relations to his Council, is at once characteristic — mutahs 
Mtiiandis — of the tendency which I have been tracing as his own principle 
of action , and is perhaps neither more nor less disputable, than the 
piopnety of his equally characteiistic delegation^ of his own actual or' 
assumed powers, independent of his Council, successively to Harris, to 
General Wellesley, and to Lake; a proceeding which, m the second case, 
the Directois so strongly resented 

VIII. SUPREME AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 

The first of the papers included in this section is one of the most 
notable and characteristic of the whole senes Its exordium is typical 
both of the writer, and of the position which the Merchant Princes had 
now attained, and which Wellesley was determined to compel them to 
recognise in all its amplitude and onerousness ‘We have not hesitated,’ 
he sa}s, ‘to consider the extensive and valuable possessions to the 
Government of which the Company have succeeded, as a great Empire 
To view those possessions in any other light, must, we are persuaded, 
always lead to the most erroneous conclusions, as to the principles of 
policy by which they ought to be governed ’ 

Thus, without Ignoring commercial interests, and m the very act of 
specifying his duty of supei vising trade and providing the investment 
as one department of his diversified charge, he lays down at starting 
what may be called a political premiss, which boldly challenges, and 
sweeps away at a stroke as irrelevant, all such objections to the measures 
which he is about to announce, as are grounded on purely mercantile 
considerations 

Next, we have here n clear and impressive account of the Supreme 
Government, and the several functions which it at that time discharged 
oi controlled Not less interesting and valuable is the historical retro- 
spect, suggested rather than worked out, the significant hints, so to 
speak, of the various phases which that Government had, according to 
the circumstances of successive periods, assumed, and the gradual con- 
struction of the complex and somewhat unwieldy engine 

We here also see a new and striking illustration of the GovernOi- 
General’s turn for organization and systematic development. Here, as 
elsewheie, he is engaged m unravelling a tangled skein, and weaving it 
into a symmetrical and abiding pattern He is steadily bent on getting 
nd of confused and therefore inadequately discharged duties, and hap- 
hazard expedients, and on making all parts of the State machine work 
effectively, because their functions are duly ascertained and appropriately 
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distributed So It IS rvith him thioughout He loves not ^ “ 
the chapter of accidents, or the fortunate contingencies of 
ability and energy Whether m amending the terms of 
in diLtmning the co-ordinate and conflicting claims of native Pr nccs 
over the same area, in rectifying our oivn military frontiers, in ascertain n„ 
the principles which were henceforth to regulate the treatment of the 
French in India, m discussing the Admiral’s obligations to co-operate 
in Indian expeditions, the Governor-General's proper mode of dealing 
with local Governors, or theirs with their Councils, or in urging the 
removal of every plea for setting up the Royal authority against that of 
the Company and its supreme officer,— the same tendency to certification, 
explicit adjustment, systematic arrangement on general and permanent 


principles, is observable 

Again, the reforms specified and justified m this Despatch arc, as I 
have already said, very sweeping and fundamental, and veil calculated 
to stereotype the quasi-sovereign character of the Company m India 
The Constitution of the Sudder Courts, the development of the Secre- 
tariat, the institution of a provisional pension list, m declared anticipation 
of a more general measure, the rudimentary plan of the College shortly 
afterwards established, must have fallen upon Dundas himself like so 
many thunderclaps And it is curious, and not unamusing. to compare 
the calm and authoritative tone of conviction, in which the Governor- 
General insists upon the immediate urgency of these great measures, 
With the pointed language of the Secretary of tlic Board of Control, 
deprecating the vehement and costly icformatory ardor of his enthusiastic 
correspondent^ 

Far deeper, of course, was the dissatisfaction, decided henceforth and 
unremitting the hostility, of many of the Directors But Welleslc} did 
not shrink from the issue. And though the indirect and unmagnanimous 
revenge, by which they sought to drive him to resign, galled iiim to the 
quick, and drew forth his long and able protest to I^Ir. Addington , and 
though, but for the Mahratta crisis, he would have gratified his opponents 
sooner than he did by quitting their service yet he was justified in 
assuming that the circumstances of the case, the course of events, and the 
obvious advantages resulting from the operation of his institutions, w oiild 


I am well aware, says Dundas, ‘ that valuable improvements ma) still be made 
upon man) -ji our Indian concerns, and I know tliat many of those improvements will 
likewise lead to expense I am likewise aw are that it is natural for men of ardent minds 
o wi-n rapid execution of improvements which they reckon to be valuable and 
1 portant^, but in the present state of our finances, I have no hesitation in being of 
opinion that we had better for some time remain stationarj' and postpone for a while 
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(except in the case of the College on its original scale) vindicate him in 
the end, and tend to perpetuate his arrangements 

But the most lemarkable feature of this Despatch remains to be con- 
sideied This is the bold and ingenious representation of the Suprerne 
Government of India as not only pervaded by the spirit, but assimilated 
to the form, of the British Constitution It is, of course, easy to establish 
particular, if more or less fortuitous, analogies between them both in their 
history, and in their character Thus, Arnold described the Norman 
domination in England as that of an army of occupation in a conquered 
country And the similar origin and nature of our hold on the Indian 
Provinces of the Company naturally tended to reproduce the high-handed 
proceedings and unsciupulous aiiogance of the Anglo-Norman Kings 
and Barons While, in each case, the lapse of time, and the accession 
of rulers whose enlightened talent for civil organization and desire to 
improve the condition of the people led them to soften the harsher 
aspects of the i egzme, alike favored the advent of ‘ the reign of law ’ 
Then came Acts of Parliament in the one case , and in the othei , 
Regulations were multiplied The establishment of the Courts at West- 
minster may be not inappositely compared to Wellesley’s constitution of 
the Sudder Courts, offshoots from the Anglo-Indian Council, as the 
former were from the Cuna Regts As again, diplomatic relations with 
foreign States were so long and so jealously guaided by the English 
Government from direct popular interfeience, and as the prerogative of 
peace and war was tenaciously affected by the personal Soveieign even 
after the Revolution, so Wellesley insists on the Governoi -General in 
Council exercising such a prerogative, unimpaired by native intervention 
And the popular complaints and Parliamentary petitions of early days in 
England are, in a way, comparable to the pioposals for remedialJRegula- 
tions, which the local magistrates are to lay before the Supreme Govern- 
ment, as the result of careful enquiry in their respective districts And 
Parliament secures responsible government at home, as the Governor- 
General IS obviously responsible to more than one controlling authority 
All this IS true enough And much more might be added in the same 
strain. And though some of his less favorable critics might be inclined 
to think, that Wellesley indulged in such an analogical vein less for the 
sake of extenuating the rule of the sword, than for the purpose of en- 
hancing his own importance, and investing himself in a quasi-kingly 
majesty, still such a disposition was not ill calculated to deepen the 
sense of moral responsibility, and to steady the steps of the Ruler in the 
exercise of his inevitably large discretion 

But how completely the analogy failed — and still fails — in the most 
essential particulars, I have attempted to shew m a Lecture already 
leferred to A single sentence of this Despatch is enough to piove how 
superficial was the resemblance between the two political structures, and 
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ho^v, aftei all, Wellesle/s specific foi India was one which in the West 
certainly sounds essentially despotic — ‘ Everything for the people, nothing 
by them’ He says —‘There is no change m our situation m this 
country, winch can be supposed, in which it would be expedient to 
admit any part of our native subjects to participate m the legislative 
authority with the Governor-General in Council 

It is impossible to determine how far such an opinion might have 
been modified by later experience Probably Wellesley rvoulcl ha\e con- 
templated with heart-felt satisfaction a great federation of Native Slates, 
enjoying considerable freedom of internal administration, under the pre- 
siding control of a Viceioy, the representative of British Imperialism. 
He would also probably have pronounced the opening of the Civil 
Service to natives, regularly educated in our own way, both a just and a 
politic proceeding Nor -would he probably have hesitated to admit into 
Its higher grades carefully selected and well tested native gentlemen of 
ability and integrity But I cannot conceive that he would have regarded 
the attempt to set up popular institutions, after the English pattern, 
otherwise than as political suicide on our part, and as a short cut to 
anaichy, and the revival of the state of things, from which he toiled so 
long and so hard to deliver India, 


IX. PIITANCE AND TRADE. 

/ 

Some remarks, which properly belong to this section, ha\e been made 
elseivhere Others, which naturally occur, would require more space 
than can here be afforded But a few' circumstances seem to demand 
mention In particular, it does not appear easy to determine, in some 
cases, how far Wellesley’s language expresses, I will not saj exactly his 
true, but his independent and full sentiments As Dean hlilman shows 
that the orthodox scholastic philosophy displayed great mental activity 
within a prescribed area, and on the condition of not contravening 
certain foregone conclusions , so the Governor-General appears to take 
for granted important points, which would be now denied, and which 
were not beyond question m his own day Thus, that the Company’s 
exclusive pnvileges, generally speaking, ought to be continued, European 
colonization to be prevented, and a sinking fund maintained for liqui- 
dating fndian debt, sound somewhat strange m our modern ears, 
and w'ould not have received by any means universal recognition at the 
time.^ 

In these and similar cases he may have simply w ntten as he thought. 
Or again, he may have accepted these data only provisionally' , and 
pending his advocacy of w'hat would now be pronounced by' political 
economists more enlightened measures For, again to compaic him to 
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the scholastics, it will be seen that not only does he appeal to the 
tribunal of leason, and so indirectly prepare the way foi the subveision 
of mere authority and precedent , but he directly and deliberately attacks 
certain paits of the established system, and by the tendency of his 
arguments, and the obvious import of his facts, may seem, by a sort 
of lime-juice writing, to have invalidated much which he does not repudiate, 
and to have gone far towards shaking the whole fabric Thus his 
objections to European colonization, like his brother’s in the Memoir on 
Bengal, are political rathei than commercial And while he talks of the 
sinking fund, it is pretty clear, both that he i egai ded the alarm about the 
growth of the Indian debt as needless and extravagant, and that he 
looked to the stimulus to be imparted to commercial enterprise by a 
more liberal treatment of private traders, to the extension of oui 
commercial relations both in and out of India, and to the increased 
resources of the Government through his conquests and subsidiary 
alliances, for diminishing the debt, and turning the deficit into a surplus 
in the end And as to the monopoly itself, not only did his Private 
Trade regulations seriously interfere with it , but if, as his brother says, 
and he does not deny, the Company traded at a loss, and if, as he 
shews, the Company is quite unable either to absoib the homewaid 
trade of Calcutta, or to accommodate the independent merchants with 
British shipping, while it piohibits the employment of Indian vessels for 
that purpose , it does seem as if, whatever he says about the im- 
propiiety of infringing the exclusive privileges of the Merchant Piinces, 
he leaves them much in the unenviable position of 'the dog m the 
manger 

Elsewhere, indeed, he goes further, and speaks very plainly, though 
not to the Directois Unless, he argues, they are prepared to sink mere 
mercantile consideiations, and administer the country as enlightened and 
beneficent Sovereigns , the Company’s dominions ought to be transferred 
directly to the Crown Such a statement is quite in accoi dance with the 
general and paramount view which I have said he took of his own posi- 
tion , and IS silently implied in the opening passage already quoted fiom 
his Despatch on the Supreme Government And considering how little 
he conceived the Directors capable of doing what he insisted upon, he 
may seem to be practically advocating, or at least preparing the way 
for, the destruction of the Company altogether This, howevei, would 
probably be pressing his words too far, even as to government While, 
as to trade, there was a contemporary view, which Cornwallis in offering 
suggestions on the renewal of the Charter combats, but which Wellesley 
might have accepted, that the Company should be deprived of its terri- 
tories, but should be allowed to subsist on its older footing, as a privi- 
leged trading institution Whatever may have been his sentiments on 
the general subject, he certainly dealt a very effectual blow at particular 
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lestnctions, which had hilhcito been deemed inscparabl> conncrlcd with 
the Company’s chartered rights Ills encouragement of india-bmll 
shipping, his slalisucs on that subject, and his reasons foi alloiMiig the 
independent merchants and shipowners to adjust their mutual relations, 
unimpeded by the irritating and wasteful intervention of the Company’s 
officers, were hardly rcconcileable with his professed desire to prefer >c the 
essence of the old order of things As in politics, so in commercial 
mattcis, not without reason but *5^1 m fact, he icvolutionircs under the 
guise of conservative readjustment 

Though the Duke of Wellington argues ‘^trough m faior of the 
course adopted bv his brother as to the Prnatc Trade (if lie did not first 
suggest It), theic IS, It Mill be ob'^cricd, a cliaractciistic (hficrcncc of 
detail betneen them While the Goiernor-Gencral, with an C)C to 
Indian commerce and finance, cmplnticalU icprc'^tnts the duties on 
Indian sugars as much too high , the ‘'Oldier-stalesinan, on imperial and 
professional grounds, takes the opposite \icw As the We'^t Indies arc 
a better nurscrj for seamen than the East, lie thinks that Wc'l Indian 
sugars ought to have the preference o%er those im]iorlcd from India 
Pioper On the other hand, the Goicrnor-Gencral, m urging the neces- 
sity of licensing Indian shipping insists, a*; U'>iia1, on tlic imyinrlaru c of 
defending the country, and obviating the political ri^ks connetltd with 
foreign vessels Such ccssels arc far less under the contiol of the 
Government than those of British Indian subicet'', and dangerous 
persons arc more hkelj to be imported in foremn bollorns 

Want of space has compelled the onmsion of Mr Dimdas’s papers on 
the above subject, as well as of the Debate upon it at the India Ilou'-e, 
which was reported verj copioush, and published, b\ Mr Woodfall 
This Debate is, m a historical point of view, not onl\ a curioi.s, but an 
interesting and instructive document 


X. EDUCATION OP CIVIL SERVANTS 

The ‘ A' oks’ on tlie College of Fort William is ccriainh one of tlic most 
remarkable of Lord Wellesley s compositions ^ he bemitv of the <;t) le, 
unimpaired, in this case, bj the amalgam of infusible Orientalisms , the 
orderly development of the subject , the earnest and dignified pleading for 
high culture and diversified attainments as indispensable for the com- 
petent disch.-ge of important political functions, the impressne picture 
presented to the imagination of so vast and varied an aggregate of 
peoples, nations, and languages,’ so diverse in character and institutions, 
controlled and administered by a comparative!} small number of stranf^ers 
from the Isles of the West, the not less striking jiicturc of the cducahon 
of these men for their great task by the union of arcliaic Eastern lore, 
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fresh from its indigenous sources, and the advanced studies, and severei 
intellectual processes of Europe, with the novelty of the moral discipline 
of an Oxford College on the banks of the Hoogly, the pervading im- 
pression that one of Oxford’s greatest sons is here advocating what he 
feels and shews has gone far to make him what he would fain make 
others, the modern aspect of many questions raised in the course of 
the discussion, which renders it no inappropriate or unprofitable study at 
the present juncture , the magnificent scale on which the whole plan is 
conceived, and the confidence with which it is announced and fashioned 
— all these circumstances invest the Despatch with a peculiar interest, 
and may even arrest the attention of that far too numerous class of 
educated Englishmen, who are well content to lemain studiously ignorant 
of most Indian topics 

Turning to details, for reasons which are partly stated, partly assumed, 
the ‘ writers ’ are still to go out to India at an early age On this point 
the Governor- General and his employers weie well agreed, though not 
altogether for the same reasons While both parties were of opinion, 
that one who was to spend so much of his life in the East should lose no 
unnecessary time in entering on his career, and should not be hampered 
by ties and habits calculated to abate his zeal for a life of struggles, 
adventures, and even of hardship and peril, and to foster nostalgia , the 
Diiectors and then connexions were, no doubt, only too glad to be dis- 
charged, as quickly as possible, of the frequently perplexing burden of 
their young fi lends, and were ready enough, as Macaulay says, to ship 
them oflf — to make a fortune, or die of a fever Wellesley, on the other 
hand, was anxious to secure fresh and malleable ‘ material,’ rather than 
overfoimed or misformed agents, whose confiimed faults it might be 
difficult to correct 

But, it will also be observed, he is equally decided in fixing the 
general termination of the period of service earlier than might have been 
expected If the civilian is to go out at sixteen or eighteen, and to be 
free after twenty-five years’ service, he will, as far as age, goes, return 
home m the prime of life, and if his health stand, with the option of 
many years of good work before him A certain proportion would, of 
course, remain in the highei branches of the service Others would 
enter the Direction, or go into Parliament, or do both 

But Wellesley may have contemplated the possibility of thus partly 
supplying a gieat want in England. He may have ^imed at creating 
betimes the nucleus of a body of well-informed and authoritative public 
opinion at home on Eastern affaiis, which might co-operate with his own 
influence, contribute to sustain his institutions, and counteract both the 
dead-weight of general ignorance and indifference, the fussy charlatanism 
and doclrmaii e zeal of ambitious sciohsts, and, worst of all, the Philistine 
party spirit which was too apt, then as now, to make an Indian Debate 
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a great field-day for the nrelevant, splenetic, and mischievous display of 
political rivalry 

Again, both in arranging the retiring pension plan, and m precluding 
the use of the College staff for the purpose of educating English families 
m India, the Governor-Geneial finds a new opportunity for discouraging 
European colonization He makes, it Mill be seen, no allusion to the 
peculiai and lather haid case of those, who have been somewhat affectedly 
called ‘ Eurasians ’ 

And the same desire to make the patronage of the service dependent 
on local decision, which is defended at length m the Extract from his letter 
to Mr Addington, leads him to suggest, that the Presidential designation 
of the young civilian should be left to the Governor-General, instead of 
being settled beforehand in England, and that, on emerging fiom the 
College, the fledgling should (as at Woolwich) lake rank according to 
the impartial award of the educational authorities 

It IS clear that the old and early famous Etonian strongly prefers the 
preparation of a public school to the ordinary alternative of those da}s, 
and that, not only because the distinctiv c acquirements of the ‘commercial 
academy’ aie out of date, and inappropriate to the case, but from the 
superior collateral advantages of the former mslitiilion Learning ajiart, 
the celebrated and too often misapplied sa> ing, attributed to his brother 
Arthur, about the playing fields of Eton, wall here occur to man) 
minds 

What he would have thought of the present arrangements for the 
education of the Civil Servants, is an interesting speculation Assuming 
the age at which the Candidates a^'c now admitted, and that the) arc to 
remain two or three years at home afterwards, to pursue their studies and 
prepare for the active work of their profession, there can be little doubt 
that he would have advocated a University education, and that he w oiild 
have hesitated to place their residence in London As to the subject- 
matter of their studies, the entrance examination now disposes of much 
that would have been ongmall) comprised in the courses and examinations 
at Fort Wilham College But thus much may be said as to the later 
and more distinctively Indian an t ladum In each of the great branches 
of Law and History, materials have vastly accumulated since his time , 
and criticism has done much to disoose and elucidate those materials 

But, on the one hand, the study of pure law is undoubtedly distasteful, 
and apt to ''Cem ‘ dry, that is repulsive, to a large proportion of young 
minds Wflile the lapse of a ven* few )ears, and the exigencies of 
practical life, present it in a very dfficrent point of view, wlicn its details 
can be mastered much more easily tiM profitably, because more willingly. 
On the other hand, historical sti'lies, worthy of the name, I mean 
in and such as reveal, ii due detail and with genuine local 

colour, the peculiar and influential hysical features of the Italy of Asia, 
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the memorable and stirring associations of particular localities,' the life, 
chaiacter, and institutions of peoples, the critical phases and secret 
history of revolutions, the striking individuality, great conceptions, and, 
dramatic career of statesmen, the silent but unmistakeable and endlessly 
diversified action of the general causes that overrule personal aims, and 
amidst all its circumstantial varieties, give a real unity and continuity 
to the long story of humanity in the East — such studies are not only 
more attractive to the young, but, properly directed, are peculiarly adapted 
to create and rapidly mature that breadth of view and depth of human 
sympathy, in short that development of the whole man, intellectual and 
moral, which it was Wellesley’s object to promote, and which is the best 
piepaiation for the work of a British administrator among an Indian 
population Such studies are best calculated to dispel the strong pro- 
vincial prejudices, and to abate the dangerous casie pride of John Bull , 
to awaken, from the first, a lively and intelligent interest in the places 
and the people among whom his lot is cast , to identify his aspirations 
with his local task, and counteract the increasing tendency to live, to 
a needless extent, as a stranger and a pilgrim in India Thus they may 
greatly help to dimmish the inevitable perils of foreign domination and 
arbitrary government , and to multiply and strengthen moral ties, which 
may, in some measure, supersede the crude terrors of the sword 
Hence Lord Wellesley would, I believe, in the case of the Selected 
Candidates of our own day, have laid greater stress on the study of 
history, and less on that of pure ^ law, than is now done. 


^ Pw e Law I say advisedly For he would certainly have hailed with peculiar satis- 
faction, in such works as those of Sii Henry Maine, a new and invaluable Organoji 
For nowhere else will the student see so powerfully revealed, and so felicitously 
employed, the discerning, catholic spirit, which it was his study to cultivate, and 
which has made the dry bones of ancient law and custom live again, for the common 
edification and mutual sympathy of races superficially so different, but here proved 
to have so many ancestral pietensions to fraternity, and such indefeasible charters of 
association 
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Mallavelly (page 117) — The following is given 111 Loid Hairis’s Ltfe^ to 
explain the Plan 1 eproduced from that work in this volume — 

‘References Red, denotes the ist position of the English aimv Blue, the 
2nd ditto Purple, the 3rd ditto Yellow, Tippoo’s, the ist ditto Green, the 
2nd ditto Oiange, shows the encampment of the armv after the action 

A A large body of the enemy’s horse kept in check by the 25th regiment 
of light dragoons B A party of the horse and rocket boys dri\en off by the 
picquet C A small party of the enemy’s horse chaiging the ist, or European 
biigade, and repulsed D The 2nd regiment of cavalry ad\ancing to charge, 
but halted on the European brigade beginning to fire E A large body of the 
enemy which retreated on the party G being 1 epulsed F A party of the 
enemy’s infantry engaged with the left of the European bi igade, and obliged 
to letreat G. Anothei party that attacked the 33rd legiment, the head of 
Colonel Wellesley’s division H Retreat of the party G charged by the 331 d 
regiment I Charge of three legimenls of ca\alry, undci General Flojd, on 
the fugitives H K Two brass 1 8-pounders on a high spot, cannonading the 
enem) while the line formed L Ditto advanced to some commanding locks, 
from which they opened on the enemy as the line advanced ’ 

Senngapatam (ad fmeni) — This plan is taken fiom Lieut -Colonel Beatson’s 
War with Tippoo Sultaun, and that of the Battle of Aigaum (page 409) from 
Colonel Welsh’s Military Reminiscences Both will, it is hoped, sufficiently 
explain themselves, and the events to \\hich they 1 elate 

The Govei nor- General’s Notes Relatinse to 'transactions in the Mahiatta 
Empire has supplied the Plans of the Battles of Delhi (page 395), Lasswary 
(adjinem), and Assye (page 401) The following details on the first and tliird 
result fiom a comparison of that work with Majoi Thorn’s Memoir of the War 
til India. 

Battle of Delhi — A Fust position of the English army P Grand guard 
and advanced picquets B Cavalry leconnaissance, under Lake in person 
C. English infantry, and D do cavalry, advancing to the attack N. English 
cavalry detached against Seik do H First battn , 2nd N Infantiy, and K 
four guns, appuyed on O , the village E Enemy’s infantry in array G G 
English infantry attacking, and S S , do pui suing the enemy Q_The Mah- 
rattas in flight. M English cavaliy dislodging a body of the enemy from 
a village 

Battle of Lasswary — The explanatory matter in the margin of the plan is 
not, as it there stands, very explicit But the following, which is given at 
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the end of tlae volume, supplies this deficiency, and corresponds, sentence 
by sentence, to the letters, which are here accoidmgly repeated — 

‘REFERENCES. 


AAA. 


BBBB two white lines 


D E F 

H M 27 D” H M 8 D" H M 29 L)''* 
I'* N Cavy 2^ N Cavy 
6 N Ca\y 3^ N Cav> 4'*' N CavJ 


cccc 

H.H.H H 


G.GG 


X 


RRRR. 


First position of the enemy, when attacked 
by the Biitish cavalry on the morning of the 
ist November The right upon the village of 
Lasswary, their left extending to the fortified 
village of Mohaulpoor, with 7 2 pieces of cannon, 
arranged in divisions in front of the centre 
and flanks. 

Second position of the enemy at noon drawn 
up m two lines, with their guns in front The 
enemy took up this position on the arrival of 
the British infantry 

Disposition of the British cavalry (with two 
batteries of their galloper guns advanced, and 
covered each by a squadron, K i & K 2 ) in 
Older to divide the enemy’s attention m front, 
and to attack them as soon as the column of 
British infantry should turn their flank 
Third position of the enemy, in discovering 
the movement of the columns of British in- 
fantry to turn their flank 

Route of the columns of infantry led by 
H M’s 76th regiment, to turn the enemy’s 
right flank, but not being able to turn it, ad- 
vanced upon their lines C C C, which they 
bioke and routed, taking their guns, &c &c 
The British infantry then drove the enemy 
off, towards a small mosque . . m 

the rear of the village, about which the enemy 
were met and charged by the British cavalry 
in vai lous directions 1 m n o led lines 
H M ’s 29th light dragoons who advanced 
and charged the enemy’s cavah y at S on the 
left flank of the column of British infanti y 
A column of the enemy’s baggage, infantry, 
&c &c going off, but turned by the charge 
of the British cavalry, 1 m. n o 

Shows the enemy completely broken and 
louted in various directions Two thousand 
of the enemy finding it impossible to succeed 
in their attempt to escape, threw down their 
arms and suriendered themselves prisoners, 
with baggage and every thing belonging to the 
enemy’s camp 
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A Flag (See Map) Encampment of the British aimy aftei the 

action Left of the line of infantry at Lass- 
wary, light at Impury, oi Sengrah, with the 
cavalry thrown back on the right towards the 
Nullah, and facing the hills " A battalion of 
infanti y left in charge of the prisoners of war, 
who weie all collected at the village of Saje- 
pooi ah ’ 

Battle of Assye — A English aimy advancing to the fold i, 2, 3, Nivam’s 
and Peishwa’s cavalry X The left of the enemy’s infantry line, in its original 
position, which it was pi oposed to attack B , B , Second position of the 
enemy’s infantiy (fiist line), and of the English armv confronting it D 
Enemy’s second line of infantiy, after its le-foimation C English army pur- 
suing the enemy’s routed first line E Mahiatta ca\alry charging the 74th 
legiment F Countercharge of the English cavalry G General Wellesley’s 
charge with the 78th regiment and 7th legiment N C H Position of the 
Geneial and these troops, after the charge 

The Plans of the Battle and Siege of Deeg (p 544), and of the Siege of 
Bhuitpoie (p 547), are given fiom Major Thom’s Memoir 

Battle of Deeg — A Goveidown, whence the English reconnoitred and ap- 
proached B A village round \Ahich they marched K Position of the enemy, 
when first seen D English army advancing to the attack C Native cavalry, 
keeping F , the enemy’s ca\alry in check E E E Progress of the English 
aimy I Enemy’s infantry and guns G H English detachment hemming 
in a body of the enemy L A part of that body driven into tlie maish M 
Position of the English camp after the battle O A cavalry picquet, on a 
height, to watch the enemy’s motions aftei the battle The small letters 
refer to the details of the siege, which is related at large m the Memoir 

Siege of Bhurtpoor — The Plan wnll, it is hoped, elucidate, sufficiently for 
the present purpose, the scene and the operations The letters relate mostly 
to the successive batteiies, breaches, and defences, and are explained in the 
Major’s narrative, to which it may be enough to refei those who wish to 
study professionally the minutm of the affair. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

MEMORANDUM ON MARQUESS WELLESLEY’S 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

By The Duke of Wellington.^ 

In Older to undeistand the meiits oi dements of Maiquess 
Wellesley’s government m India, it is necessaiy to leview the 
state of that countiy when his Lordship assumed its government 
in May, 1798, and that in which it was left m April, 1806, which 
was the close of the official year in which Marquess Wellesley 
lesigned the government This subject is large, and will require 
a minute detail of many measures, of the causes which led to 
them, and of then consequences But this paper shall be made 
as short as possible , and nothing shall be inserted in it which is 
not necessaiy foi the elucidation of the subjects on which it is 
written 

The first intelligence which 1 cached Maiquess Wellesley, 
upon his arrival m India, was that the ancient Native enemy of 
the Company had formed an alliance with the French at Mau- 
ritius, for the purpose of attacking the British nation m India ; 
and that, in consequence of this alliance, a body of Frenchmen 
had already been landed at the port of Mangaloie on the coast 
of Malabar, and had marched to Sermgapatam Shoitly after 
the receipt of this intelligence, it was known in India that Buona- 
parte, with a large French army, had landed and taken posses- 
sion of Egypt, and that the avowed object of this expedition was 
to invade India by that loute 

The state of warfare which was to be expected in consequence 
of the intelligence of these measures and movements of the ene- 
mies of the British government, rendered necessaiy a review of 
its situation in all its branches , and what follows is the result of 
that review, and of the measures which were adopted to apply 
a remedy to the inconveniences and evils which were found to 
exist 


^ Then (1806) Major-General, Sir A Wellesley, K B 
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The Company weic found to have a levenue of 8,0593^^0^5 
a sum less than that which they had been found to have in 
i793j 3.t the renewal of their chaiter, by 165,748/ The debt 
amounted to 10,866,588/, having increased since 1793; 
the mteiest was annually 746,933/, having inci eased since 1793 
The total amount of the charges of the government in India, 
including the interest of the debt, was 8,178,626/ , and the 
deficiency of the leveiiues, in compaiison with the chaiges, at 
a time of profound peace in India, was 322,530/ At the same 
time the Company’s cicdit was at the low^est ebb Money 
could not be boriowed in Bengal at 12 per cent interest , the 
Company’s bonds and securities at that rate weie ciiculated at 
such a discount, as well at that Picsidency as at Madias and 
Bombay, as to amount neaily to a stagnation , and with this 
gieat wai in expectation, the Company’s financial scivants in 
India weie entiiely at a loss to find the means for suppoitmg and 
cairying on the oidinaiy opeiations of the government in time of 
peace The Company’s aimies, although in a high state of dis- 
cipline, and maintained, that of Fort William at the expense of 
1,996,487/, that of Foit St Geoige at the expense of 1,868,498/, 
and that of Bombay at the expense of 641,469/, weie not m a 
state of preparation and efficiency to pcrfoim the operations 
which the ciisis of the Company’s affaiis was likely to lequiie 
from them The Commander-m-Chicf and Adjutant-Gencial of 
Fort St Geoigc leported that six months would be rcquiicd to 
piepaie foi service the army serving undei that Presidency, upon 
which the biuntof the contest w^as likely to fall , and the govern- 
ment of that Presidency weie apprehensive of the consequences 
of drawing the attention of the enemy by making the smallest 
preparation foi defence against the attack which they well knew 
he had meditated The army of Bombay, on which natuially 
the task wmuld have fallen of co-opeiating in the contest with that 
of Fort St Geoige, was necessaiily scatteied in the disaffected 
provinces undei the govei nment of Bombay , and the army of 
Bengal was stationec^ principally m the Viziei’s terntoiies, with 
a view to keep them in tianquillity, and to defend them fiom the 
expected invasion of the King of Caubul 

Those powers on whom expeiience of foimei w'ais wuth Tip- 
poo had shown that the Company ought to rely foi assistance 
were the Nizam, the Peshwah, the Nabob of the Cainatic, and 
the petty lajahs and zemindars on the coast of Malabar Since 
the peace of 1792 with Tippoo, which had attained the object of 
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the alliance between the fiist two and the Company, the situation 
of these powers had been considei ably changed The Nizam, by 
the lesult of an unfoitunate state of hostility with the MahrattaSj 
which ended m battle, and a peace, or lathei capitulation, con- 
cluded at Kuidlah in the yeai 1795} fallen from the state of 
a gieat and leading powei in Hindustan to that of a tributary 
to the Mahrattas His mmisteis weie appointed by the Mah- 
lattas , his army was disbanded , and the only suppoit of his 
authoiity was a corps consisting of about 14,000 men, trained, 
disciplined, and commanded by Fiench officeis These officeis 
had possession of a considei able portion of the Nizam’^s teiiitoiies, 
fiom the levenues of which they weie to pay their tioops , and 
by the powei which they acquired by this possession, and by the 
state of confusion of the government of the Mahrattas at Poonah, 
the weakness of that of the Nizam, and the supine mdiffeience 
of that of the Company, they weie becoming a Fiench state m 
the peninsula of India By their power and violence they ovei- 
awed the Nizam’s councils, and piecluded all hope of his co- 
opeiation in the wai which was expected with Tippoo and his 
Fiench allies in the yeai 1798 

The Mahiatta government of Poonah, which had afforded such 
material assistance to the Biitish government m the war which 
had ended in 1792 by the treaty of Senngapatam, was become 
equally incapable» with the Nizam of affording any aid m that 
which was expected in 1798 Aftei the peace of Kuidlah 111 
1795, the Peshwah, Mahdoo Rao Narain, thiew himself fiom a 
window 111 his palace at Poonah, and died upon the spot. A con- 
test then ensued for the possession of the power of that govern- 
ment, in which all the pimcipal Mahiatta chiefs were engaged, 
and which, having lasted with various success during the years 
1796 and 1797^ had ended by placing all the power at Poonah 
in the hands of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah This chief aheady pos- 
sessed the Mahratta territoiies upon the Jumna and Ganges 
boidering upon those of the English and the Nabob of Oude, and 
the actual sovereignty of all those situated to the northwaid 
of the livers Nerbudda and Taptee By the gam of the influence 
over the government of the young Peshwah, Bajee Rao, he 
extended his powei to the northern frontier of Tippoo’s dom'- 
nions 111 Mysore , thus holding m his own hands all tlie diffeient 
Mahratta states 

In 1798 this extended power was but feebly established, and 
would have been unequal to the exertion to be made m the 
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expected contest with Tippoo, even if it could be supposed that 
Scmdiah’s policy would have led him to entei into it. But when 
that chief became the sole head of the Mahiattas, his policy 
would have led him to suppoit Tippoo rather than the English 
in the impending contest, supposing his powei to have been in 
that state to enable him to entei into it He must have been 
awaie that, with lespcct to him, the English weie the most foi- 
midable of the two powei s , and that his objects would have been 
forwaided by their defeat Besides this, Scindiah’s pimcipal 
foice consisted in a body of infantry, laiscd, disciplined, and 
commanded by Fiench officcis, and although the influence of 
these officeis over the government of Scindiah was by no means 
of the description of that exercised by those in the seiwice of the 
Nizam over the government of that piince, it was still sufficiently 
stiong to prevent Scindiah fiom adopting a mcasuic which was 
contiaiy to his obvious policy, as the sole possessor of all the 
Mahiatta power fiom the Ganges to the Toombuddra 

Thus, then, nothing was to be expected from the two powei s 
which had been the pimcipal allies of the Company in the 
former wai uith Tippoo , and as the Fiench weie likely to be 
actively and peisonally engaged in this expected wai, it was to 
be apprehended that they would deiive assistance from the foice 
commanded by Frenchmen m the service of those powers who 
had foimeily been considered as the him allies of the British 
government 

Since the peace of 1792 the Nabob Mahomed Ah of the Cai- 
natic had died, and had been succeeded by his son, Omdal ool 
Omiah. This piince, who was very unpopulai in his terntoiies, 
showed eveiy disposition to impede lathcr than to fonvard the 
operations of the British aimy He gave them no assistance, 
and It was afterwards found at Seiingapatam that he was in 
coirespondence with the Company’s enemy 

As' for the rajahs of Malabai, they (with the exception of the 
Rajah of Koorg) had been in a state of hostility with the Com- 
pany from the conclusion of the peace of 179a till the year 1798, 
and had kept a consideiable pioportion of the Bombay army m 
constant hostile operations against them No assistance was to 
be expected from them , but, on the contiaiy, every thing which 
was in their power to annoy and haiass the army and to aid the 
enemy. 

Add to this lepicsentation of the state of oui alifaiis in India 
at this period, that a 1 evolution had just been effected in Oude 
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by Loid Teignmoutli , that the government of the leignmg 
Prince Saadut Ah was most unpopular, and by no means firmly 
established thioughout the countiy, that his army was mutinous 
and disaffected , that an invasion of his countiy was expected 
fiom Zemaun Shah, the King of Caubul, against which it was 
necessary to provide by the assembly of a laige foice in Oude 
under the command of Sir J Ciaig, and that, in this emergency 
of affaiis in Oude, such was the state of mutiny and disaffection 
of the Nabob's tioops, that His Highness could not trust to them 
the guaid of his person, but Avas obliged to call for British tioops 
to picseivc him from the effects of their tieachery, and Sii J. 
Ciaig, to whom was intrusted the defence of Oude, considered 
these troops in the light of an enemy’s foitiess m his lear 

Anothei circumstance which cmbaiiassed government m India 
at all times, and was a consideiable source of embairassment at 
the period under consideiation, was the nature and state of the 
alliances between the Biitish government and its dependent and 
Iributar}'- states 

These alliances had always been formed in a moment of ex- 
tieme weakness, and geneially aftei the Native and dependent 
state had been conqueicd The piincipal stipulation was uni- 
foimly piotcction by the Biitish government, m consideration of 
subsidy to be paid by the Native state, and m othei lespects the 
Native state was declared or was consideied to be independent 
in the management of all its internal concerns 

The Native states having m every instance contracted these 
alliances in a moment of weakness, m which, of couise, all the 
powers of their governments weie paralysed, they have mvaiiably 
been under the necessity of calling for the assistance of the Biitish 
protecting government for the suppoit of their authority in the 
management of then intei nal concerns 

The system of government m India, the foundations of autho- 
rity, and the modes of suppoitmg it and of cairying on the opeia- 
tions of the government, aie entiiely different from the systems 
and modes adopted in Euiope foi the same pui poses 

The foundation and the instiument of all powei there is the 
sword, and when these alliances have been foimed, the sword, 
or, m other woids, the army of the East India Company, became 
the only suppoit and the only efficient instrument of authoiity of 
the piotected Native states 

This position of affairs, which was the result of the principle of 
government long established m the East, and of the weakness of 
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the Native state, was attended by a stipulation in some cases, or 
an undei standing in otheis, that the Native state should be inde- 
pendent in all the operations of its internal government , and at 
the veiy moment m which this stipulation was made, the inter- 
ference of the British government was requiied, and all the internal 
concerns of the Native state submitted to its judgment, m older 
that its agents might see whpthei the cases m which its interference 
was called foi weie of a natuie to justify it 

Heie, then, the dooi was necessaiily opened to the interference 
of the British government m eveiy concern , and the lesult was 
increased weakness in the Native state,gealousy ^of this mter- 
feience, and disunion boideiing upon tieachery 

These evils had long appealed to lequire a lemedy, and they 
must have been felt particularly at the moment in which the 
British government was likely to be involved m a most extensive 
waifare with the most formidable of the Native poweis, assisted 
by the French 

This having been the state of India at the time Marquess 
Wellesley assumed the goveinmentm the year 1798, themeasuies 
adopted to apply a lemedy to the evils which existed will form 
an epitome of the histoiy of his Lordship’s admimstiation I shall 
detail them in that oidei which is most likely to make them clear 
to the understandings of those who will read this papei 

The objects which piessed most upon his Lordship’s attention 
in May and June, 1798, weie to place the aimy of Foit St 
Geoige in a situation to resist the expected hostility of the 
enemy, to relieve the finances fiom the difficulties under which 
they labouied, and to bring back the allies of the Company to the 
state m which thej^ had been left by the peace at Seimgapatam 
in 1792, so that the allies might be able to lendei the assistance 
in the war which they were capable of affoidmg. 

The measures of finance which weie at that time successfully 
adopted laid the foundation of the system which was subsequently 
acted upon, and which will be fully considered in another pait of 
this paper 

Effectual measures were immediately adopted to put m a situ- 
ation to enable them to defend themselves the whole disposable 
foice of Fort St Geoige, and eventually to peiform the service 
which might be, and was afterwards, requiied from them. 

The army of Foit St Geoige was remfoiced by Euiopean 
troops from Bengal, and pieparatory measuies were adopted to 
enable government to lemfoice it still fuithei with Native troops. 
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when the most favouiable season for transporting them by sea 
should come round 

But the principal measuie of those days, that which gave a 
turn to the state of the Company’s affairs m India, and to the 
general sentiment of the ppople of that countiy respecting the 
Biitish government, was the negotiation at Hyderabad, which 
ended by the substitution of a Biitish for a French force at the 
capital of the Nizam 

The Nizam had long been connected with the British govern- 
ment, and by the tieaty of 1789 it had been stipulated that he 
should have the assistance of two British battalions when he 
should call for them. This ai tide of the ti eaty had not been per- 
formed till the war broke out with Tippoo, which ended by the 
peace of 179^^5 when Lord Cornwallis made a new treaty [1790] 
with the Nizam, and attached to his aimy two Biitish battalions, 
which acted with them during that war At the same time two 
British battalions weie attached to the Mahratta aimy undei 
Puisheiam Bhow. 

The semces of these battalions stationed with the Nizam, as 
will be observed by the treaty, weie to be confined to operations 
against foieign enemies and domestic lebels, but not to be 
directed against the Mahiattas, and in particular not against 
ceitain tributaries of the Nizam stationed upon the Mahratta 
frontier, who weie likewise tiibutanes of the Peshwah 

After the defeat and capitulation of the Nizam at Kurdlah in 
1795? which has been above referred to, the Mahrattas had 
obliged His Highness to send these battalions back into the 
Company’s territories , but duiingthe disputes at Poonah for the 
succession to Madhoo Rao, His Highness had taken advantage of 
the momentary weakness of the Mahratta government, and had 
recalled these battalions to his capital 

The object of the negotiation which Maiquess Wellesley com- 
menced with the Nizam was to prevail upon His Highness to 
perform the defensive tieaty of Hyderabad, ist Sept 1798 , and 
as it appealed that His Highness was unable to perform it on 
account of the power which the French 'officers and their faction 
had over his councils, it was proposed to His Highness that he 
should dismiss them and their troops from his service for ever , 
and an offer was made to supply Biitish hoops to enable His 
Highness to accomplish this object, and to remain theieafter at 
Hyderabad as substitutes for the hoops undei the command of 
the French officeis. 
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A treaty was concluded on this basis with the utmost secrecy 
and despatch, which contained all the restraining ai tides for the 
seivice of the troops which had been in the treaty of 7th May, 
1798, and a body of Biitish troops enteied the Nizam’s terri- 
tories, and had made some maiches towards Hyderabad before 
the French officeis weie awaie of their fate This body of troops, 
having joined those already at Hydeiabad, performed the service 
on which they were sent without bloodshed , and the Nizam was 
thus restored to the power of performing his defensive engage- 
ments with the Company, and one of the gieat and fiuitful sources 
of the evils impending ovei us m 1798, which has been already 
desciibed, was lemoved by a timely, well-contrived, and able 
exeicise of the power of the British government 

This negotiation at Hyderabad was accompanied by another 
at Poonah, with a view to the same objects But this failed, for 
reasons which will be reviewed heieafter In the course of this 
negotiation all the circumstances attending that carrying on at 
Hyderabad were desciibed to the Peshwah, with a view to pi event 
the jealousy which might othciwise have been expected upon the 
renewal of the ancient alliance between the Company and the 
Nizam 

Aftei one of the principal allies of the British goveinment had 
thus been placed m a situation to be enabled to peiform his 
treaty of alliance, a negotiation was opened withTippoo Sultaun, 
the object of which was to bring that Pi nice to an early decision, 
whether he should be at peace 01 at wai with the Company It 
was obvious that the assistance which he had hitheito leceived 
from his allies, the French, was small m comparison with that 
which he might expect fiom them, and that it was not of an 
extent and description to be very formidable to the British 
goveinment, paiticulaily as its alliance with the Nizam had 
been renewed, and the souice of dangei m that quaiter had 
been removed All that was required from Tippoo, therefore, 
was a renunciation of this offensive alliance,^ and such an un- 
equivocal pi oof of it as should be satisfactoiy to the whole 
world , and the adoption of arrangements which should facilitate 
the usual fiiendly communications between states not m hostility 
with each othei 

These negotiations were attended by military preparations 
which were calculated to secure early success and a speedy 
termination to the war, which it was determined should be the 
consequence of Tippoo’s icfusal to give the allies the reasonable 
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satisfaction which they had lequiied The wisdom of these eaily 
piepaiations was soon pioved , for on the veiy day that Tippoo, 
after a delay of some weeks beyond the period fixed for his 
answei to the lemonstrance of the Biitish goveinment, despatched 
his answer, and desired that a British officei might be sent to 
negotiate with him, he commenced his march to attack the 
Bombay army, which was assembled in the teiiitories of the 
Rajah of Kooig. 

In this review of the measures of Marquess Wellesley’s 
government, it is not intended to detail the movements oi the 
actions of the dififeient aimies The result of the well-prepared 
and well-combined opeiations of the war against Tippoo was the 
capture of his capital, Avith all his aisenals, tieasure, &c , his 
own death, on the 4th May, 1799, and the subsequent leduction 
and submission of all his teiri tones to the allied governments 

The army of the Nizam, with the subsidiary force as formed 
by the late Treaty of 1798, co-operated m this war with the 
Biitish aimy, and His Highness’s, government shared equally 
with the British government in the advantages arising fiom its 
successful termination The teriitoiies of the Company weie in- 
creased by the addition of those belonging to Tippoo, situated 
upon the sea coast of Malabar, and those which gave possession 
of important military positions The Nizam received an equiva- 
lent, contiguous to his frontier, and a poition was reserved for 
the Peshwah, to be given on the condition that His Highness 
should become a party to tTie alliance between the other govern- 
ments, and should accede to certain stipulations which were 
proposed to him, and which will be discussed in a subsequent 
part of this paper His Highness having refused to accept these 
conditions, this poition was divided between the Company and 
the Nizam 

The principal and all the centre part of the teiiitories of 
Tippoo weie given to a descendant of the ancient Rajahs of 
Mysore, in whose person a state was formed under the immediate 
influence and protection of the British government This state 
was connected by a tieaty of alliance with the Company, which 
was bound to defend it on condition of the payment of a stipu- 
lated tribute As alliances of this description, by conferring a 
nominal independence on the Princes connected by them with 
the Company, had been found in other instances to be attended 
with many inconveniences, to render necessary a constant inter- 
feience by the protecting government in the mteinal affairs of the 
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Native suboidinate state, and to occasion internal weakness, 
jealousy of the protecting powei, and a waste and embaiiassment 
of the lesouices of the government, it was thought best, in the 
treaty of alliance with the government of Mysore, to provide for 
the interference of the British government in all its concerns 
when such interference might be necessary, and the state in 
which this government is found to be at this moment, the cordial 
and intimate union which exists between the government of 
Mysore and the Biitish authoiities, and the impoitant strength 
and real assistance which it has affoided to the Biitish govern- 
ment in all its recent difficulties, afford the strongest proofs of 
the wisdom of this stipulation of the treaty 

Thus, then, in less than one year from the peiiod at which the 
perils which I have above described thieatened the existence of 
the British government in India, our pimcipal ally, the Nizam, 
was restored to us, the Fiench state glowing m the peninsula of 
India was destioyed, our foimidable Native enemy, Tippoo, the 
certain ally of the Fiench in India, was subdued, and in his place 
was established in Mysore a government calculated to afford, and 
which has affoided, the most substantial assistance to Gieat 
Biitain in all her difficulties 

The Goveinor-Gencial having now lelieved the peninsula of 
India from the danger by which it was threatened, and affairs in 
that quaitei having been placed on foundations of sticngth cal- 
culated to affoid lasting peace and secuiity, turned his attention 
to the great and increasing cause of the weakness of the noith- 
west fiontier of the Bengal provinces These piovinces were 
covered in that quarter by the teiritories of the Nabob Vizier of 
Oude, who was connected with the Company by a treaty of alli- 
ance, by which, m consideiation of a subsidy amounting to a sum 
not exceeding 50 lacs sicca lupees pej‘ annum., the Company 
weie bound to defend him, and with this view to maintain at 
all times at least 10,000 men in his teiritories , and in case 
this number should foi any cause be inci eased beyond 13,000 
men, the Nabob was to pay the actual expense mcuiied by the 
Company This treaty was attended by the usual stipulation of 
the independence of the Nabob m his internal concerns , which 
stipulation had been uniformly fiustrated by the necessaiy and 
uniform interference of the Company in all those concerns for 
the suppoit of the Nabob’s authoiity, for the preservation of 
tranquillity in the country, and for the secuiity of the funds 
from which the Company derived so important a poition of the 
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resouices applicable to the payment of their militaiy establish- 
ments 

For some yeais pievious to 1798 appiehensions had been en- 
tei tamed that Zemaun Shah, the King of Caubul, would cany 
into execution an old and favouiite plan of the Affghan government 
to invade Hindustan, and these apprehensions had appeared 
so well founded in 1798 that the Governor-General, Maiquess 
Wellesley, had found it necessary to assemble a large Biitish 
army in Oude, under the command of Sir J Ciaig, foi the pio- 
tection of the Nabob’s teiritories against this expected invasion, 
notwithstanding the difficulties under which the government 
labouied at the same period in the peninsula of India. 

At the close of the year 1797 the Nabob, Azof ool Dowlah, 
died, and was succeeded in his government by his supposed son. 
Vizier All This usurpei had been foimally deposed by the 
authority of the British government under Lord Teignmouth, 
aftei a full examination of the justice of his claim , and Saadut 
All had been placed in the government of Oude. 

This piince was very unpopular with the army, and was not 
geneially agieeable to his subjects His disposition was parsi- 
monious, and his habits weie not of a nature to conciliate the 
affections of his turbulent subjects. 

When the preparations were making to resist the expected 
invasion of Zemaun Shah, the Nabob, Saadut Ah, although fully 
' convinced of the necessity of collecting the laigest force upon the 
frontier, called for a detachment of the Biitish troops to attend 
and guaid his peison against his own tuibulent and disaffected 
troops He declared repeatedly that these troops were not to 
be tiusted m the day of battle, or on any sei vice , and aftei view- 
ing then state of discipline and equipment, and obtaining a 
knowledge of their principles and attachment to the cause of the 
allied goveinments. Sir J. Craig considered these tioops as worse 
than useless, as dangerous, and of the nature of an enemy’s 
fortless in his lear, and he actually left a detachment of British 
tioops to watch them, and the turbulent inhabitants of Rohilcund, 
the frontier province of Oude to the north-west 

The Governor-Geneial, by his negotiations at the court of 
Persia, had drawn the attention of the King of Caubul to the 
defence of his own western fiontiei , and availed himself of the 
certain tranquillity which he had obtained on the fiontiers of 
Oude to aiiange the affaiis of that countiy on a basis better 
calculated to give it peimanent security and tianquillity, and to 

f a 



Ixxxiv h^EW ARRANGEMENT, AND GAIN TO THE COMPANY. 

increase the stiength of the Biitish government on its noith-west 
fiontier, which was one of its weakest points 

Towards the close of the year 1799 the Governoi -General 
called upon the Nabob of Oude to dismiss his expensive, useless, 
and dangerous troops, and to fill then places by inci eased num- 
-beis of the Company’s tioops The Nabob had desiied the 
assistance of the Governor-Geneial m the reform of the different 
establishments of his government , but the British government 
had a right, undei the article of the tieaty of 1798, to lequiie 
that this refoim should be made After some difficulties, arising 
pimcipally fiom the defective pimciple on which the mihtaiy 
establishments were foimed, paid, and commanded, this gieat 
object was effected , and aiiangements wcie made foi introduc- 
ing into the Viziei’s teriitoiies 3000 additional Biitish troops, at 
the expense to the Nabob Vizier of 76 lacs of Oude sicca rupees 
pci' annum. 

In order to improve the security of Oude still furthei, a lefoim 
of the civil admmistiation of the government was necessary, and 
this leform was piessed upon the attention of the Nabob But 
while the negotiations foi this puipose, and foi the final arrange- 
ment of the militaiy establishments, weie going on, the Nabob 
plainly declared that he was not able to pay the expense of the 
tioops which had been stationed in his countiy for its defence at 
the time of the expected invasion of Zemaun Shah, or the expense 
of the additional troops which had been nccessaiily stationed in 
his country upon the occasion of the reform of his military estab- 
lishments, although he was bound by tieaty to defray the whole 
of these charges 

A demand was then made upon him to give territorial secuiity, 
accoidmg to the iith aiticle of the treaty of 1798 , and, aftei a 
long negotiation, a treaty was concluded on the loth Nov 1801, 
by which, in commutation for subsidy, and foi the peipetual de- 
fence of his countiy, the Nabob ceded to the Company the terri- 
tory of Rohilcund, the Dooab, and Goiiuckpoor, the twofoimer 
being his frontier provinces towaids the Mahiattas, the Seiks, 
and Affghans, and the lattei bordeiing upon the Company, and 
he engaged, fuither, to introduce a better system of management 
into the territories which remained m his hands 

By the whole of this arrangement- the Company gained, 

1st The advantage of getting iid of a useless and dangeious 
body of tioops stationed on the veiy point of their defence, and 
ready at all times to join an invading enemy 



THE VIZIER A GAINER BY THE TRANSACTION IxxXV 


2ndly The advantage of acquiiing the means of placing upon 
this weak point additional numbeis of the Biitish tioops, and 
theieby inci easing its sticngth, and the geneial security of the 
pi evinces in their real 

3idly Ample teiiitoiial sccuiity for the regulai and perpetual 
pa5^ment of these funds foi the support of then militaiy estab- 
lishments m Bengal 

4thly By the mti eduction of their own system of government 
and management into the countiies ceded to them, and the 
employment of their own seiwants in the administiation, they 
secuied the tianquillity of those hitheito distuibed countries, the 
lo3'-alty and happiness of their hitheito disaffected and tuibulent 
inhabitants, and, above all, they acquiied the resources of those 
rich but hitherto neglected piovinccs for then armies, in case of 
the lecuiience of the necessity foi military opeiations upon that 
fiontier 

These advantages, the full benefit of which, as will be seen 
heieaftcr, was felt in a veiy few ycais, weie gained without 
inclining any disadvantage whatevei , in particulai, that was not 
mcuried which appeals most likely to weaken a gieat continental 
power, such as the Company is in India, viz the frontier was 
not inci eased The Company were equally bound to defend, 
and had actually defended, this same fiontier in 1798 and i799j 
when the countiy was governed by the Nabob , so that all was 
gam and stiength, without the smallest degiee of disadvantage 
or weakness. 

But the advantages in this aiiangement wcie not gained by 
the Company only, those of the Nabob were at least equal to 
those of the Company Whatevei inci cased the security of the 
Company manifestly inci eased his secuiity likewise, and here 
he acquiied a gieat advantage But this was not all. It is 
known that the Nabob of Oude had nevei collected from the 
countries ceded, and lealiscd m his tieasury, even the sum of ']6 
lacs of Oude sicca rupees, being the old subsidy paid under the 
tieaty of 1798 , much less had he realised the inci eased sum 
which he was obliged to pay in consequence of the increase of 
the number of troops stationed in his countiy. His pecuniary 
gam was the diffeience between the annual sum he realised and 
that which he was bound to pay Under the new treaty of Nov 
1801, the Company were bound to defend the teiritories of the 
Nabob under all circumstances ; and no new demand could be 
made upon him on any account, whatevei might be the extent 
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of the service, or of the expense incuired in then defence. The 
Nabob has aheady felt the full advantage of this stipulation 

Besides these advantages of a pecuniaiy natuie, the Nabob 
deiived others fiom the ariangement The cession of the 
provinces had been pieceded by the discharge of a laige pio- 
portion of his tioops, and those which lemaincd in his scivice 
scattered ovei the whole suiface of his enlaiged teiritories, weie 
unequal to the peiformance of the duties icquiied fiom them 
These duties could not, with convenience, be peifoimed by the 
Company’s Native tioops, commanded as they aie by Euiopean 
ofhceis, as the civil government lemained m the hands of the 
Nabob’s Native seiwants Both the Company’s government and 
the Nabob suffeicd inconvenience, the foimei fiom the frequent 
calls of the Nabob foi the seivice of then tioops in the detail 
of the collections of the levenue, and the lattci fiom the want 
of habit of these tioops in duties of this desciiption, and the 
difficulties of peifoimmg them thiough the agency of Euiopean 
officeis diiccted b}'- Native scivants When the pi evinces were 
ceded to the Company, the Nabob had the means and advan- 
tage of employing in a i educed teiiitory the tioops which had 
been found insufficient foi the conduct of the admimstiation of 
one of gi eater extent, and these troops, being moie immediately 
undei his inspection, and within the leach of his authoiity, weic 
kept in bettei older 

Thus then, upon the whole, this aiiangement has been advan- 
tageous, and has pioved satisfactoiy, to both the paities to it, 
whatevei may have been the difficulties in settling it , and 
Maiquess Wellesley lemovcd by it all the inconveniences and 
weakness felt upon the noith-west fiontier of Bengal, and added 
consideiably to the lesouices of the British government 

The evil to which Marquess Wellesley next diiected his 
efforts was the natuie of the Biitish alliances with its tiibutaiy 
states m general, and paiticularly with the Nabob of Aicot 
The alliance between the Company and the family of this prince 
had commenced in the infancy of the Biitish power in the 
peninsula of India, and the terms of it had been alteied at 
diffeient periods The general purpoit of them, however, at all 
times, had been protection of the Cainatic by the Company, on 
the condition of the legulai monthly payment of a stipulated 
subsidy by the Nabob , that the Nabob should have no political 
communication with any foreign powei, excepting thiough the 
intervention or with the consent of the Company, that the 
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Company should not interfere in the internal concerns of the 
Nabob’s government; and the last treaty of 1792 provided par- 
ticulaily that, m case of failure in the payment of the stipulated 
subsidy, ceitain countries should be ceded to the Company 

One of the great evils in this alliance, as in all those of this 
description which had been formed m India, was that it provided 
that the Company should not mteifere in the internal concerns 
of the Nabob’s government, at the same time that the inter- 
ference of the Company in every possible case was absolutely 
and essentially necessary for the suppoit of the Native govern- 
ment, and was practised on every occasion. 

Another evil which affected this, as well as every alliance of 
the same description, was that the amount of the subsidy to be 
paid to the Company was to be realised from the country by 
the Nabob, and that this subsidy necessaiily boie so large a 
proportion to the revenues which the country could afford, that 
it was scarcely possible to realise it so as to make the legulai 
monthly payments lequired by the nature of the Company’s 
service and stipulated in the treaty The consequence was that 
the Nabob was obliged to borrow money, at large interest, to 
make his payments at the stipulated periods , and as the 
Natives weie unable or unwilling to come forward to lend their 
money upon these occasions, the loans were made from the 
Company’s civil and military seivants, and the European 
inhabitants of Fort St George and its dependencies. 

The interest upon these loans was usually 3 pei' cent, per 
mensem, and the security for the payment of the interest, as 
well as the principal, was generally a tuncaw, or older, or assign- 
ment, from the Nabob, upon the revenues of certain portions 
of his territories. It is obvious that the tuncawdar, or holder of 
these orders, could have no interest m the prosperity of the 
country of which he was thus appointed by the Nabob the 
tempoiary collector, excepting to recover from it as he could, 
and at the earliest possible period, the sums supposed to be due 
Heie, then, was established a system which tended not only to 
the oppression of the inhabitants of the country, to the impover- 
ishment of the Nabob, and to the destruction of the revenues of 
the Carnatic, but it was carried into execution by the Company’s 
civil and military servants, and by British subjects. 

In this view of the evil it was of enormous magnitude. The 
piactice of lending money to the Native poweis by Bntish sub- 
jects had been repeatedly foi bidden by the Company, and the 
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continuance of it, theiefore, was a bieach of their most positive 
orders; but it was so geneial, and the piofits so laige, that no 
government had been found sufficiently stiong entirely to pre- 
vent It. But the evil did not consist only in the rum of the 
Nabob and his countiy, and m this breach of older and disci- 
pline, but It established at Madras, and m the suboidmate teiii- 
tories, a body of men m the seivice of the Company, or living 
under its piotection, whose mteiests and objects, as i dative to 
the Nabob of the Cainatic, weie diffeient from those of the 
Company. On all occasions, whethei trifling oi impoitant, of 
difference between the Company and the Nabob, the lattei was 
ceitam of the advice, assistance, and active exeitions of this 
desciiption of men, and he nevei failed to succeed m his 
objects It IS not astonishing, theiefoie, that a Prince whose 
views weie diiectcd to an increase of his political power, and 
whose vanity was flatteied by the services peifoimed and court 
paid to him by so many Euiopeans of the first lank and con- 
sequence in that countiy, should have piomoted eveiy object 
which could have a tendency to continue this system, and 
should have set his face against eveiy measuie calculated to 
restrain it, although it w^s evidently luinous to his finances, 
to the icvenues of his countiy, and to his ical inteicsts and 
independence 

The countiies which by the ticaty of 1792 had been assigned 
as secuiity to be assumed by the Company, m case of the failure 
in the legular payment of the subsidy, were among the 1 idlest 
of all those undei the government of the Nabob , and it had 
been paiticularly provided by the treaty that tuncaws should not 
be gi anted upon these districts Those who lent His Highness 
their money, however, had no objection to take these countiies 
as their security, and it was natural that the Nabob should 
feel a slighter degiee of interest m the permanent piospeiity of 
those countries than m that of the other provinces subject to 
his authoiity Accoidmgly, tuncaws were geneially gi anted, 
contiary to treaty, upon these provinces assigned by tieaty foi' 
the Company’s security , and in aggravation of the accumulated 
evils of this system, the Company’s governments abroad had 
the mortification to obseive the daily and inci easing ruin of 
the resources of Fort St Geoige, and the deterioiation of the 
prosperity of the provinces allotted as their secuiity by the 
means of their own seivants and those living under their pro- 
tection Not a month elapsed that did not affoid mattei of 
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speculation whetliei the Nabob could continue to pay his 
stipulated subsidy, and not one in which he did not procuie 
the money by loan at a large intei est, by means which tended 
to the destruction of the country 

From the time the opeiation of the treaty of 1792 was 
observed, every Governor had endeavouied to prevail upon the 
Nabob to consent to an alteration of it, by which the Company’s 
lesources should be sccuied, and the evils above described 
should be prevented. The endeavouis, however, of Lord Buck- 
inghanishiie. Marquess Wellesley, and Loid Powis, equally 
failed in prevailing upon the Nabob to consent to a modification 
of the ticaty, and when the wai biokc out with Tippoo, the 
country was labouring under all the accumulated disadvantages 
of the system, its lesouices were ruined, and its inhabitants, 
fiom long oppiession, disaffected. 

Besides these evils, theie was a manifest mdiffeience, or 
rather disaffection, in the Nabob, Omdal ool Omiah, himself, to 
the cause of the Biitish government and its allies, the meaning 
of which was not discovered till Seimgapatam was taken, and 
the papeis of Tippoo had fallen into the hands of the British 
goveinmcnt Among them weie found all the written com- 
munications and coriespondence which had been earned on 
between the Nabob Mahomed Ah and the Nabob Omdal ool 
Omrah, his son, and Hydei Ah and Tippoo Suitaun, without 
the knowledge of the Company’s govei nment 

The fact of the existence of the coiicspondence alone was a 
bleach of the tieaties by which the Nabobs of the Carnatic had 
been allied to the Biitish government , but in addition to this 
fact it was found that the coirespondence leferred to objects 
under discussion by the different paities to it, and entiiely 
inconsistent with the pimciple of the connexion between the 
Biitish government and the Nabobs of the Carnatic, with the 
terms of the treaties by which that connexion had been foimed, 
or the existence of friendly mtercouise between any states in 
any pait of the woild. 

As soon as Maiquess Wellesley had ascei tamed all the cir- 
cumstances attending these communications, by an examination 
of the pel sons who had been instrumental in cairying them on, 
he refeired the whole subject to the authorities in England, and 
stated in detail his sentiments on the conduct of the Nabob, and 
on the measuies which it would be advisable to adopt These 
sentiments having been appioved, his Lordship proceeded to 
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carry into execution the measures which he had pioposed to 
adopt 

His Loidship’s principles on this question were, generally, 
that the Nabobs, by their communications with Hyder Ah and 
Tippoo Sultaun, had broken their treaties of alliance with the 
Company, and that m consequence of this breach of treaty the 
Company had a right to act m the manner that best suited their 
own interest That which best suited their own interest was, 
to take into then oivn hands the entire management of the civil 
and military goveinment of the Cainatic, giving to the Nabob, 
for the suppoit of himself and his family, such a propoition of 
the levenues as should be sufficient for those objects, provided 
His Highness would acquiesce m the arrangements which should 
be carried into execution. These principles were consideied to 
apply equally to the son, or supposed son, of the Nabob Omdal 
ool Omrah, as it was obvious that he could claim to inheiit the 
authority of his father in the Carnatic, and the advantages 
derived fiom the connexion with the Company, only under the 
treaties between the Company and his family, all of which had 
been bioken by the correspondence earned on with Hyder Ah 
and Tippoo Sultaun, by Mahomed Ah and Omdal ool Omrah 

When the orders from Marquess Wellesley upon this subject 
reached Madras, the Nabob Omdal ool Omrah was in such a 
state of health as to be incapable of attending to business , and 
soon afterwards he died The supposed son was then apprised 
of the discoveiies which had been made at Seringapatam, of the 
sentiments of the British government in consequence of these 
discoveiies, and of the measures which they pioposed to adopt 
m the Carnatic But he refused to accept the situation held out 
to him undei the new arrangement As the claim of this Piince 
to succeed to his father, supposing that circumstances had 
allowed of the succession, was by no means clear, and as it was 
desirable for the peace of the Carnatic that the Nabob’s family 
should adopt the arrangement, Lord Clive (now Earl of Powis) 
determined to set aside Ah Hussein entiiely, and to propose it 
to Azeem ool Dowlah, the eldest legitimate son of Ameer ool 
Omrah, who was the second son of the Nabob Mahomed Ah, 
and brother of the late Nabob Omdal ool Omrah This Prince 
having agreed to the arrangement, a treaty was concluded by 
which the whole of the civil and military government of the 
Carnatic was transfeiied for ever to the Company, and the 
Nabob Azeem ool Dowlah, and his hens, weie to pieserve their 
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title and dignity, and to leceivc one fiftli pait of the net 
revenues of the countiy.^ 

Thus was this impoitant airangemenl concluded in a peace- 
able mannei. by which a icnicdy was piovidcd foi all the evils 
uhich had attended the foimei connexion between the Company 
and the Nabobs of the Carnatic, additional secuiity was given 
to the Biitish government, and an addition of 800,000/ per 
annum, value of 20 lacs of stai pagodas, was made to then 
pecuniaiy resouiccs This impiovement m then situation was 
not attended by any extension of then fiontiei (foi the Com- 
pany was bound befoie, both by tieat}?- and positive mteiest, to 
defend the same line of countiy), 01 any circumstance which 
tended to weaken the British government 111 the Cainatic 

The airangement, the natuie of which I shall next discuss, is 
the tieaty of 1800, with the Nizam It will be lecollected that 
the ticaty of 1798, which had been a lemedy for some of the 
inconveniences existing at that time m the connexion between 
the Company and the Nizam, had been dnected pimcipally to 
the object of enabling His Highness to perfoim his pait of the 
tuple alliance of 1790, foimed against the powei of Tippoo 
Sultaun, in which object it had completely succeeded. But in 
icfeience to the Nizam, theie weie objects m contemplation also 
at that moment, which could not be earned into execution, and 
some inconveniences had grown out of the tieaty of 1798 foi 
which it was necessaiy to provide an eailyiemedy Between 
the yeais 1792 and 1798 the powei of the government of the 
Nizam had fallen undei the influence of the Mahiattas . This 
powei had Jaigc claims upon His Highness , some founded upon 
the ticaty or capitulation of Kuidlah, which claims had been 
afteiwards modified and given up b)’ othei tieaties, and otheis 
founded upon the general pimciple of oveibeaiing extortion of 
the Mahiatta government. 

As will appeal in a subsequent pait of this paper, the 
Goveinoi-Geneial had endeavouied, in 1798, to prevail upon the 
Peshwah to become a paity to the tieaty made that yeai with 
the Nizam, and to allow the British goveinment to aibitrate 
in the Mahiatta claims on the Nizam’s government, but without 
success, and the Mahiattas continued to bung fonvard these 
vexatious and groundless claims, and at different periods, as well 

^ Unless the levenue exceeded the sum of 25 lacs of star pagodas, m 
vhich case the 5th part of the excess was to be applied to pui poses of 
militarj'- defence 
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duiing the war against Tippoo as subsequently, Scmdiahj who at 
that time possessed the power at Poonah, had collected aimies 
upon the Nizamis frontiei for the purpose of enfoicmg them 

Another evil which had existed in 1798 affecting the Nizam’s 
government, and foi which the treaty of ist Sept , 179^3 
been no remedy, was the state of the Nizam’s government m 
relation to its tiibutaries, who weie likewise tnbutaiies to the 
Mahrattas A consideiable pioportion of the pecuniary re- 
sources of the Nizam was derived from this source , but the 
Nizam was unable to enfoice payment of his just demands, 
which the tnbutaiies were encouraged by the Mahiattas to 
withhold fiom His Plighness 

Under the tieaty of ist Sept, 1798, the Nizam was not 
entitled to the assistance of the Biitish tioops stationed 111 his 
countiy, either to defend him against the Mahiattas, or to assist 
him m overawing those of his tiibutaries who were likewise 
tnbutaiies to the Mahrattas, and after the conquest of Mysoie 
the Biitish government, which by that event had become 
paramount m India, was obliged to determine the precise natuie 
of the relation m which it would stand, as well to the Nizam’s 
as to the Mahiatta government, and that in which those pqweis 
should stand to each other 

It was obvious that the Mahrattas would continue to make, 
and would at length enforce, their unjust demands upon the 
Nizam’s government to the length of replacing affaiis at Hyder- 
abad m the situation in which they had been left by the ti eaty 
of Kurdlah m 17953 when a Mahratta mimstei had governed 
the Nizam’s teriitories But this was not the only danger The 
Nizam’s government could not proceed unless its tiibutaries 
weie brought under subjection. This measure was necessary as 
well on account of the pecuniary relief which it would afford to 
the Nizam, as because the rebellion of these* tributaries was a 
dangerous example of insubordination to the governors and col- 
lectors of the revenue of the distant provinces of the Nizam’s 
territories The existence of rebellion and insubordination m 
any country must always be formidable to its neighbours , but 
It IS particularly so m India and in the years 1799 and 1800 
the existence of these evils was peculiaily inconvenient to the 
British government, and impeded the settlement of the new 
government of Mysore and the conquered provinces 

After the peace of Sermgapatam, therefore, the Biitish govern- 
ment were compelled to advert to the means of strengthening 
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the government of the Nizam. Those which occuired were 
hist to encourage and aid the Nizam in raising an aimy, to be 
disciplined and commanded by Euiopean officers It would 
have been impossible to provide the number of English officeis 
which His Highness’s service would have requiied, even if all 
the persons of this description who might have been prevailed 
upon to go to India could have been depended upon, and if the 
national policy m respect to India had allowed of the emigration 
to that countiy of such a laige body of persons These European 
officeis must therefore have been foieigneis, all of whom have 
been mvaiiably found to be mimical to the Biitish interests, and 
principally Frenchmen Here, then, the evil would have been 
levived, of which the inconvenience and danger had been felt 
pievious to 1798, and for which the tieaty of 1798 had been a 
remedy 

The second mode which occuiied was to encourage the Nizam 
to raise a Native army Fiom the tieachery of the Native 
chiefs, from their habits of correspondence and communication 
with the Mahrattas, and the superioiity which this nation had 
acquired over them m a long senes of contests, nothing effectual 
was to be expected from this measure, and it would have led 
diiectly to place the Nizam in a state of subjection to the 
government of Poonah The Mahrattas would thus have been 
brought to the Company’s frontier m the Northern Circars, the 
Carnatic, and to the boundaries of the new government of 
Mysore The power of the Poonah state was at that time 
exercised by Scindiah, who was in his own right m possession 
of all the Mahiatta power in Hindustan Thus one Mahratta 
would have had in his hands all the power from the Ganges 
and Indus to the frontiers of the Cainatic and Mysore , touching 
the Company’s frontier on the whole line, and possessing the 
means of attacking it where he should think proper Such a power 
has never appeared in India, and it is to be hoped never will ' 

The third mode was to extend the basis of the treaty of ist 
Sept, 179S, to make it generally defensive against all powers , 
and, m fact, to take the Nizam under the protection of the British 
government > 

Adverting to the state of the government of the Nizam, to the 
fact that It was incapable fiom weakness of carrying on its 
oidinaiy operations over the countries and people submitted to 
His Highness’s authority, excepting by the assistance of a 
Gallo-Indian army, by means which would have subjected His 
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Highness to the Mahrattas, or by the assistance of the British 
government , and that m eithei of the former cases it would 
have fallen into the hands of oui rivals or enemies, and would 
have been exercised to our disadvantage, theie is no man who 
will doubt of the propriety of the arrangement made by the 
treaty of 1800. 

But this treaty was pieceded and attended by other ciicum- 
stances, which, as a political measure, icndercd it more necessary. 
It has already been stated that, since the peace of Kurdlah in 
1795, the Mahiattashad nevei ceased to make vexatious demands 
upon the Nizam, suppoited geneially by the assembling of aimies 
upon his fiontiei The icmonstiances and negotiations of the 
Biitish government had pi evented the invasion of His Highness s 
teiri tones, with a view to enforce the payment of these demands, 
and theie is no doubt that any symptom of an intention to with- 
diaw from his support would have been followed by their imme- 
diate conquest, m the same mannei as the omission of the Biitish 
government to mteifere between the two poweis in 1795 had 
been the occasion of the wai, and the disastcis which weie 
followed by the capitulation of Kuidlah, 

Here, then, is a new view of the case — a Mahratta conquest 
made of the Nizam’s teriitories, in consequence of oui modeiation 
at least , and the conqucroi placed upon oui frontier 

If theie had been no treaty with the Nizam if the Biitish had 
no interest m his preseivation excepting what 1 elated to them- 
selves, they would have been bound to mteifei e to pi event this evil. 

But besides the great views of policy which rendered the 
alteration of the tieaty of 1798 desiiable, as far as related to 
the employment of the forces, theie were other ciicumstances, 
of mfeiior impoitance certainly, which rendeied expedient the 
other alterations made by the tieaty of 1800. 

Under the tieaty of 1798 the British government had been 
bound to furnish the Nizam with a ceitam force, foi the payment 
of a stipulated sum of money monthly As was usual in all these 
cases, this subsidy fell in arrear , and the lecoids of the Piesi- 
dency aie filled with accounts of the complaints made of the 
existence of these arrears, and of the measures adopted to secui e 
their liquidation These ai rears gave rise to complaints and 
remonstiances from the Biitish government, which of course 
must have tended to weaken the good understanding which 
ought to have existed between the Nizam and them , and they 
were equally piejudicial to the interests of both powers The 
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giant of territoiial security foi the payment of the subsidy le- 
moved all these causes of misunderstanding 

The territory which was gi anted to the Company was that 
which had been under the government of Tippoo Sultaun, and 
had been ceded to the Nizam by the treaties of Sermgapatam of 
1792 and 1799. The authority of the Nizam had never been 
firmly established m those countries , and the state of confusion 
m which they were m 1799-1800 was highly prejudicial to the 
Biitish mteiests m Mysore, and m the Company’s recently ac- 
quired countries The Nizam’s treasury had never received 
any thing fiom those countries , and His Highness had supported 
the Company’s subsidiary tioops by funds acquiied ftom other 
parts of his teriitories It was hoped that the introduction of a 
better system of government would have produced older and re- 
gularity among this hitherto turbulent people, a hope which has 
been completely fulfilled , and this teintoiy now yi'elds a levenue 
of , a sum fully equal to pay the expenses of 

the subsidiary force stationed with the Nizam, and of the ad- 
ministration of government in the provinces which His Highness 
ceded 

Under this ariangement the Company’s frontier is defined by 
the course of the Toombuddia to its junction with the Kistna , 
and then by the course of the Kistna to its entry into the pro- 
vince of The provinces acquiied under this 

treaty cover the Mysore country to the northward , and have 
lemoved the source of danger to be apprehended to that newly 
established government, from the neighbouihood and example 
of a turbulent and disaffected people, paying no revenue or 
obedience to the goveinment under which it is placed 

From the general view which has been given of this arrange- 
ment, it will leadily be believed that the Nizam wished to 
accomplish it much more eagerly than the British government 
did In fact. His Highness felt that before this arrangement was 
made his government was not m a state of security , and it will 
be observed that the security of His Highness’s government was 
the principal object and motive of this tieaty Other objects 
were connected with this pimcipal motive, equally interesting 
and advantageous to both the parties to the treaty, and upon 
the whole it may be said that itdoes riot contain an article 01 an 
arrangement m which both parties were not equally interested. 

The next subject to which I shall advert is the ariangement 
made with the Peshwah by the treaty of Bassein It will be 
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lecollected that the Mahiatta government of Poonah had been 
connected with the Biitish Government by a treaty made by 
Lord Cornwallis on ist Sept 1798, commonly called the Treaty 
of Tuple Alliance, against Tippoo Sultaun Under this treaty 
His Highness was bound to assist the Biitish government and the 
Nizam, in case eithei of these powers was attacked by Tippoo 
Aftei the peace of Seringapatam, m 1792, the Mahiattas at- 
tacked the Nizam, and the wai ended by a peace or capitulation 
concluded at Kuidlah, by which the Nizam ceded half his teiri- 
tories, placed the lemamdei undei the influence of the Mahrattas, 
paid a laige sum of money, gave up his ministei as a piisoner, 
and appointed other mimsteis nominated 'by the Mahiattas 
Shoitly after this peace the Peshwah, Mahdoo Rao Naiain, died. 
A contest ensued among the difieient Mahiatta chiefs for the 
succession to the offlce of Peshwah, and the possession of the 
influence and powei of the government, which, aftei vaiious 
success, ended m the establishment of the present Peshwah, 
Bajee Rao, and the possession of all the power and influence of 
the government by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah. , 

This chief alieady had, by right of succession to his lelative 
Mahdajee Scmdiah, all the Mahiatta teriitories m limdustan, 
situated between the iiveis Neibudda and Taptee, and the 
Ganges and Indus The principal support and instrument of 
his government was an army disciplined and commanded by 
Fiench officers, with a foimidable tiain of aitilleiy, and, by his 
influence at Poonah, he had now acquired that part of the power 
of the Mahratta government which was not already in his hands 
This was the geneial state of Mahiatta affaiis in the yeai 
' 1798, when Maiquess Wellesley assumed the government But 
this power of Scmdiah’s was by no means consolidated A 
formidable lebellion pi evaded in his territories north of the 
Nerbudda, which was directed and encouraged by the female 
relations of his predecessor and the confusion m the southern 
parts of the empire which had attended the progress of the con- 
test for the possession of the powei at Poonah, had not subsided 
upon Its establishment in the hands of Scmdiah. 

Besides these causes of disquietude, Scmdiah was not unin- 
terested in the invasion of India by Zemaun Shah, at that time 
expected The first effects of that invasion would have been felt 
by Scmdiah , and his only hope of safety was in the assistance 
which he might dhrive from the British government 

It appears that, fiom this state of affairs, the Governor- 
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General, Marquess Wellesley, endeavouied to derive additional 
strength and secuiity to every pait of the British empire in 
India His first object was to procure the assistance of the 
Peshwah in the war against Tippoo Sultaun, which was impend- 
ing, according to the stipulations of the Tieaty of Tuple Alli- 
ance , and with this view he endeavouied first to prevail upon 
Scmdiah to return to Hindustan for the protection of Ins northern 
frontier against Zemaun Shah , and secondly, he acquainted the 
Peshwah with the course of measuies he was pursuing for the 
restoiation of the power and activity of the other party to the 
alliance, the Nizam , and offeied to adopt similar measures for 
the establishment and support of the power of the Peshwah 

With the object of obtaining the assistance of the Mahrattas 
in the war against Tippoo, was connected another equally 
impoitant to the permanent interests of Gieat Britain in India 
I have already i elated the effect which the existence of the 
Mahratta claims upon the Nizam, and the mode in which they 
had been enfoiced, had produced upon the strength of His High- 
nesses government, and upon the general strength and efficiency 
of the Triple Alliance formed against Tippoo Sultaun, in 1798 

In the view which the Biitish government must have taken of 
the probable issue of their discussions with Tippoo in 1798, they 
naturally considered the continuance of that alliance and the 
strength of all the paities to it as essential to the preservation of 
. the peace of India , and m any event, even if they could have 
anticipated that which occurred in May, 1799 ? they must have 
considered the security of the Nizam’s government to be essential 
to the peace and secuiity of the British territories in the peninsula 
of India 

The propositions made to the Peshwah, with a view to obtain 
his assistance in the war, were accompanied by offers to aibitrate 
in the Mahratta claims on the Nizam, and were attended by a 
negotiation with Scindiah, to induce him to return to his tern- 
tones in Hindustan, for their defence against the invasion of 
Zemaun Shah 

The influence of Scindiah, however, occasioned the failure of 
this negotiation, and the war against Tippoo was carried on and 
concluded without the assistance of the Peshwah. 

After this event, which ended in the death of Tippoo, the 
destruction of his power, and the transfer of it to the British 
government and the allies, the principal object of the Tuple 
Alliance of course existed fio longer. The other objects of the 

g 
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alliance with the Peshwah, viz., the independence of his power 
in relation to Scindiah, and the arbitiation and settlement of 
the Mahiatta claims in his name on the government of the 
Nizam, still existed The Biitish government theiefoie repeated 
the offeis which it had made to the Peshwah, accompanied by 
others, to allow His Highness to paiticipate in the advantages 
resulting from the war, which were likewise rejected by the 
influence of Scmdiah 

The negotiation was lenewed by the Peshwah at different 
peiiods, paiticulaily in the year 1800, when his power and the 
safety of his peison wei e threatened by Scmdiah , but then object 
was always defeated by the influence and violence of that chief, 
and by the appiehension of the Peshwah of their effects in 
the peiiod which must elapse between the moment in which 
Scmdiah might become acquainted with the negotiation and 
that at which the British tioops would be m a position to 
protect the Peshwah 

At length the confusion which had existed m the northern 
paits of Scmdiah’s teriitories from the peiiod of the death of 
Mahdajee Scmdiah came to a crisis towaids the close of the 
year 1800, which drew Scmdiah’s attention, and lequiied his 
presence in that quarter , and here commenced a new scene in 
Mahratta affairs, which led immediately to the treaty of Bassein, 
and the subsequent transactions in which the British government 
have been engaged 

It has already been noticed that the female relations of the 
piedecessor of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah weie at the head of a party 
in Hindustan, who were in rebellion against the authority of 
Scmdiah’s government When the contest had lasted for some 
time, the Mahratta chief, Tuckajee Holkar, who' had been next 
in rank and power to Scmdiah, died in the year 1797, and the 
sons of that chief came to Poonah to arrange with the Peshwah 
the succession of one of them to the territories of their father. 
Scmdiah’s objects in this ariangement were to procuie the suc- 
cession for Cashee Rao Holkar, the legitimate son most likely to 
favour the pretensions and objects of Scmdiah in the Mahratta 
empire The wishes of the family were for Mulhar Rao Holkar, 
with whom were connected his illegitimate brothers, JeswuntRao 
Holkar and Vittojee Rao Holkar 

While the negotiations were going on at Poonah between 
these different branches of the Holkar family and the Peshwah, 
Scmdiah, on the night of the ^ Sept i 797 j attacked the camp 
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of Mulliar Rao Holkai, put him to death, seized his widow, and 
dispel sed all his adherents, including his illegitimate brother 
Vittojee Rao Holkai was soon afterwaids taken m rebellion 
against the Peshwah, and was put to death at Poonah Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar fled fiist to Hyderabad, and then to Nagpooi, the 
capital of the Rajah of Berai, wheie, by the influence of Scmdiah, 
he was put in confinement , and, after a short time, having made 
his escape from Nagpooi, he fled into Hindustan, wheie he 
joined the aimy of the rebels against the authoiity of Scmdiah’s 
government, assembled undei the influence of the female rela- 
tions of his predecessor In a short time Holkar acquiied 
considerable influence in the councils and the aimy of these 
females, which he soon turned to his own advantage , and he 
suddenly attacked and plundered them, and placed himself at 
the head of their tioops He then inci eased his forces to the 
utmost extent that was piacticable, and on the 17th and 18th 
July, 1801, made an attack upon a laige detachment of Scmdiah’s 
legular infantiy stationed at Ougein, the capital of Scmdiah’s 
government, which detachment he defeated with great slaughter, 
paiticularly of their European officers , and he plundered the city 
of Ougein This event di ew Scindiah’s serious attention to the situ- 
ation of affaiis in Hindustan , and he removed fiom Poonah with 
his aimy in the month of Dec 1800. [1801 Ed] His agents, 
however, still conducted the operations of the Peshwah’s govern- 
ment His Highness’s prime minister had been appointed by 
Scindiah , and, although His Highness’s person and his councils 
wcic in some degree relieved from the pievious constraint under 
which they had labouicd for some yeais, no act of the govern- 
ment could be earned into execution without the consent of 
Scindiah s seri>ants 

When Scindiah arrived m Hindustan with his aimy the con- 
test between him and Holkar continued with inci eased violence , 
and at length Holkar was defeated in a gieat battle, which was 
fought at Indore, the capital of the possessions of the Holkar 
family, on the [14th October, 1801] After this battle, Holkar 
was obliged to withdiaw from Hindustan into the hilly countiies 
between the Nerbudda and the Taptee, into which Scindiah was 
unable to carry the war, as his attention was still taken up by 
the settlement of his government m the noith of Plmdustan, 
and his armies were not re-united sufficiently from the loss 
sustained in the different battles which had been fought Holkar 
took advantage of this lespite to cairy the war acioss the Taptee 

g 2 
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into the Peshwah’s country In the course of the yeai 1803 he 
had several engagements with the Peshwah’s tioops in Candeish 
and on the Godavery, in which he was unifoimly successful, 
and at length, in the month of Octobei, i8oa, he approached 
Poonah Scindiah had sent a small detachment of his regular 
infantiy and a body of cavaliy to join the lemnant of the 
Peshwah’s army, and on the a5th Octobei, i8oa, a gieat battle 
was fought between these aimies, almost within sight of the 
city of Poonah, which ended m the complete defeat of the troops 
of the Peshwah and Scindiah Aftei this battle the Peshwah/fled 
fiom Poonah into the Konkan, 01 low countiy on the sea-coast 
between Bombay and Goa Having been puisued by liolkai’s 
tioops, he embaiked at Severndroog, on board a ship which was 
sent fiom Bombay foi his accommodation, and he arrived at 
Bassem, opposite to the Island of Salsette, on the 36th Decem- 
ber , and Holkai lemamcd m possession of the authority of the 
government of Poonah 

During the progiess of Holkai m his invasion of the Peshwah’s 
teiiitoiies. His Plighness the Peshwah lenewed the negotiations, 
Avhich had been so frequently bioken off, foi the assistance of the 
Biitish government These negotiations, however, were not 
bi ought to a close on the day of the battle near Poonah , and 
after the lesult of that day was known, and immediately pre- 
vious to his flight, His Highness signed a papei, by which he 
engaged to peifoim all the mateiial stipulations- required by the 
British government as the conditions on which they would con- 
sent to give him the assistance for which he asked These were, 
principally, that His Highness would allot a teriitoiial security 
foi the payment of the tioops which the Company would detach 
into his country, that those troops should occupy a position 
within his teriitories , that the Company should aibitrate on the 
differences between him and the Nizam , and that the Peshwah 
should not entei into any tieaty 01 coirespondence with any 
foreign power excepting with the knowledge and consent of the 
Company 

When the Governor-Geneial leceived this paper fiom Poonah, 
it was necessary that he should revise all the proceedings in the 
negotiations at Poonah, and all the reasonings which had led to 
and operated upon them , and that he should decide according 
to the new appearance which affairs had taken m the Mahiatta 
empire since the late revolution 

The principle on which the negotiations at Poonah had turned 
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Since the death of Tippoo Sultaun, on the 4th May, 1799, had 
been, the necessity of intioducing the aibitration of the British 
government in the disputes and claims which existed between 
the Peshwah and the Niza.m It was obvious that unless the 
British government should interfeie, the Nizam must fall under 
the power of the Mahrattas , and for this reason the tieaty of 
1798 with the Nizam had been made generally defensive against 
all powers \vhatever by the treaty of October, 1800 When this 
tieaty was concluded there existed a necessity for continuing to 
uige the Peshwah to admit of the aibitiation of the British 
government in the Mahratta claims , or the British government 
must have been prepared for, and must have expected, wai with 
the Mahratta nation, whenever these claims should be made, and 
the Mahrattas should find themselves in a condition to enforce 
them The attainment of this political object, theiefore, was the 
only one likely to ensure the peace of the peninsula of India 

The introduction of the British tioops into the Peshwah ’s 
teriitories was a mere militaiy question, and turned exactly 
upon the chance of being able to suppoit the Peshwah’s power, 
and of giving him sufficient authoiity m his own government 
to enable him to perform his tieaty with the Company in favour 
* of the Nizam 

The cession of teiiitoiy foi subsidy was the best mode of 
avoiding the disputes and inconvenience which had invaiiably 
attended these subsidiaiy alliances in other instances , and the 
article lespectmg the intei course of the Peshwah with foreign 
states was rendered necessary by the nature of the constitution 
of the two governments, the alliances by which each was bound, 
and the laws which regulated their mtercouise with foreign 
states The necessity for this connexion with the head of the 
Mahiatta Empire was lather increased by the successful invasion 
of the Peshwah’s teiritories, and by the usurpation of His High- 
ness’s authoiity by Jeswunt Rao Holkar , and the circumstances 
which existed at; the close of the year i8oa, and m the com- 
mencement of 1803, afforded the faiiest piospect of effecting this 
gieat object without hostilities 

Immediately after the flight of the Peshwah from Poonah, 
Holkar took upon himself the government of the Peshwah’s 
teiiitories , but finding that this arrangement was not popular, 
and gave offence to the chiefs in the southern parts of the empire, 
he appointed the son of Amiut Rao, who was the adopted son 
of the father of the Peshwah, Bajee Rao, to be the new Peshwah , 



CIl TREATY CONCLUDED, WITH PRIVITY OF SCINDIAIl’s MINISTER 

and Amiut Rao to be his minister, and himself to be the head 
of his aimies He endeavoured to obtain the consent and ac- 
knowledgment of the Nizam and of the Biitish government to 
this airangement, and while the negotiations weie going on 
upon this subject, it is well known that he was collecting about 
his person all the pretendeis to authority, and the disaffected 
subjects of the Company and their allies, that could be found , 
and he was piepaiing the documents on which he .intended to 
found the vexatious claims of the Mahiatta government on the 
Nizam, the teiiitories of Mysore and Aicot He was at the 
same time urging the Biitish government to acknowledge his 
new dynasty at Poonah, and to mterfei e in the settlement of the 
Mahratta affairs Scindiah, who had been mfoimcd by the 
Goveinoi-Geneial of the piogiess of the Peshwah’s negotiations 
with the British government in the year 1802, and who must have 
been aware of the engagement which the Peshwah had signed 
upon his depaiture fiom Poonah, earnestly urged the British 
government to inteifeie m the Mahratta affaiis, as the only 
mode of settling their actual confusion 

The animosity between Scindiah and Holkai still existed with 
the gieatest violence, and in the opeiations which must be 
earned on to relieve the Peshwah and to restore his authoiity, 
there was eveiy leason to expect that Holkai would find himself 
exposed singly to the hostility of all the great powers m India, 
and that he would withdraw from the Peshwah’s territories 
Oiders were therefoie issued foi the conclusion of a tieaty 
with the Peshwah, upon the basis of the paper which had been 
dehveied by His Highness to the Resident at Poonah on the day 
piecedmghis flight, and the tieaty w^as concluded accordingly 
on the 31st Dec 1802 Scmdiah’s mimstei, who, as w’’as before 
1 elated, was the Peshwah’s dewan, was privy to the whole trans- 
action , and he on the pai t of Scindiah, and on the 

part of Cashee Rao Holkar, engaged to make good to the Pesh- 
wah a part of the expense which he should incur m piocuring 
the interference and assistance of the British goveinment 

The treaty having been concluded on the 31st Dec 1802, 
and all the preparatory arrangements made, the British troops 
maiched from the frontiers of Mysore on the 12th March They 
were joined on their maich by the principal of the Mahiatta 
chiefs and of the Peshwah’s officers m the southern parts of the 
Mahratta empiie_ The detachments of Holkar’s army, which 
had been upon the Kistna and Godavery, successively fell back , 
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and tlieBiitisli troops foimed a junction with the Nizam’s aimy 
and the subsidiaiy British troops in His Highness’s seiviceonthe 
15th Apiilj within 100 miles of Poonah Nearly about the same 
time Holkar withdiew from Poonah to the noithwaid, and left 
that city to be occupied by the British army. A communication 
was immediately opened with the Peshwah, who was at Bassein, 
undei the piotection of a detachment of the ai my of Bombay, 
and His Highness enteied Poonah and took upon himself the 
government of his countiy on the 13th May 

Inthismannei this great ariangement was effected without the 
loss of a man. By a skilful and ready application of the foices' 
and resources of the government, and by taking advantage of 
oppoitumties, the ally of the Company was restoied to his 
dignity and to the exercise of his authoiity ; the usuipation of 
a most rapacious fieebootei was destioyed , and this dangerous 
neighboui was removed fiom the fi on tier of the Company’s 
allies At the same time an ariangement was made which was 
calculated to preseive peace between the Company’s allies, and 
secure the weak government against the unjust claims of the 
strong , and, by preserving all in the relative situation m 
which they wcie at the moment the arrangement was made, to 
strengthen all the powers of India against the attacks of a 
foreign invader, and to secure its internal tianquillity 

From the knowledge which the British government possessed 
that Scindiah was awaie of all the circumstances of the negotia- 
tions which the Peshwah was cairjung on, that he had earnestly 
desiied their interference in the Mahratta afifaiis, and, above all, 
because he must have known that they had acquired a most 
formidable position for their armies m the peninsula, of which 
nothing could depiive them excepting gieat military success, it 
was confidently expected that this aiiangcment would not have 
occasioned any subsequent hostilities. 

But these were not the only giounds on which this expec- 
tation of the continuance of peace was founded Scmdiah had, 
in point of fact, no right to mteifere m an airangement between 
the Company and the Peshwah, particulaily in one concluded 
under all the ciicumstanccs which had attended the tieaty of 
Bassein 

The Mahiatta emplie has at times been considered as an 
institution, in some degiee, of the same desciiption with the Em- 
pire ofGeimany, at otheis it has been considered as the union 
of a numbei of chiefs possessing territoiy and power, acknow- 
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ledgmg the Pesliwali as then nominal head , and at others, the 
Peshwah has been consideied as the leal head of a government 
of which Scmdiah and others were only the poweiful officeis 
Aiguments have been drawn from the supposed existence of all 
these imagmaiy foims of government to piove that the jPeshwah 
had no light to entei into the tieaty of Bassein without the 
consent of Scmdiah and other chiefs of the Mahiatta empiie. 

Admitting the existence of all, oi any, of these forms of govern- 
ment (and excepting the similaiity to the Empiie of Geimany, 
all have in leality existed at diffeient periods of the Mahiatta 
histoiy), the fact is, and cannot be denied, that the Peshwah has 
frequently made tieaties, not only to which none of the Mahratta 
chiefs consented, but to which some of them objected Foi in- 
stance, the Tieaty of Tuple Alliance, in 1798, was objected to 
by Mahdajee Scmdiah and Tuckajee Holkai. The treaty of 
peace m 1793, at Seimgapatam, and of partition, was not con- 
sented to by any of the Mahiatta chiefs. But if it be true that 
the Peshwah, who is acknowledged by those who 1 eason upon all 
these diffeient foims of government to be cithei the real 01 the 
nominal head of what is commonly called the Empire, cannot 
make a treaty without the consent of Scindiah and the othei 
chiefs, it may be piesumcd that Scmdiah and the other chiefs, 
who ai e supposed to be of the second rank, cannot make a treaty 
without the consent of the Peshwah How is this fact ^ They 
make wai and peace m their own names against whom they 
please, when they please, and as they please , and nevei use the 
Peshwah^s name, or lefer to its authoiity, excepting as a last 
subterfuge in the discussions which may attend their negotia- 
tions In point of fact, Scmdiah, instead of being a powerful 
subject, and m that light a party to be consulted m an agree- 
ment to be entered into by the Peshwah with the British govern- 
ment, was himself the guarantee of the tieaty of Salbye between 
the same parties 

In this very capacity of guarantee of a tieaty he must have 
been considered, and must have been m fact, independent of the 
two powers contracting it Before he became a guarantee, the 
history of those times shows that he was independent of the 
Peshwah But this very act of guarantee has always been con- 
sidered important m India, particulaily by the Native poli- 
ticians, as It afforded complete evidence of the division of the 
Mahiatta power 

The hopes of the continuance of peace, then, were founded as 
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well upon the light of the Peshwah to conclude the tieaty of 
Bassein, as upon the ciicu instances which attended its negotia- 
tion and its execution 

A new paity, however, came forward upon this occasion, 
through whose means and by whose exertions a peace was 
patched up between Scindiah and Holkar, on which was founded 
a confederacy against the British government. 

The Rajah of Berai had not been engaged in hostilities since 
the year 1780, when he had maiched to the British frontier of 
Bengal, and had received a sum of money' to desist from his 
hostilities, excepting during the short campaign of 1795, in 
which he had co-operated with the other Mahrattas against the 
Nizam He was the oldest of the chiefs of the piesent day, 
and was lenowned 'among them for his wisdom and political 
knowledge and skill He had claims upon the power of the 
state of Poonah, fiom his relationship to the Rajahs of Sattaiah , 
and he was known to have entertained serious designs of form- 
ing an union of all the Mahiatta poweis against the British 
government 

When he perceived the advantage which the British govern- 
ment had taken of the existence of the disputes among the 
Mahratta chiefs, he saw that he must become the victim of the 
arrangement. Holkai had been obliged to retire to the north- 
waid in front of the Biitish tioops , but he could not ventuie to 
cross the Taptee, as he would then have been exposed to Scin- 
diah’s hostility Holkar would have been unwilling to discharge 
his army , he could not remain in the Peshwah’s territories, or 
invade those of the Nizam , and his only resouice to provide for 
their subsistence would have been to enter Beiar 

The Rajah, who cleaily peiceived this consequence (and who 
has since acknowledged this motive for his conduct), detei mined 
to endeavour to organise a confederacy of the Mahrattas against 
the British government 

Whatever might have been the claim of Scindiah to the pos- 
session of the power of the Peshwah’s government, and the de- 
gree of encouiagement he gave to the conclusion of the treaty 
of Bassein, there is no doubt that he lost solid power by the 
. arrangement, which he could not hope to recover He had 
nothing to gam by the continuance of hostilities against Holkar , 
and the sacrifices which he made, and which he intended should 
be only nominal, were more than compensated by the advantages 
which he hoped to acquire from the confederacy, in which, from 
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the efficiency and the geneial state of his power, he must act the 
principal pait. Holkar could hope nothing fiom the continuance 
of his hostilities with Scmdiah The lattei had driven him from 
Hindustan, and in the course of the years i8oi, 1802, m which 
he had settled his government m the 1101 them parts of India, he 
had acquired additional stiength which he could apply in his 
contest with Holkar, if it should continue, 

A combination of all the Mahratta chiefs, with their forces, 
had long been an object with the Mahratta politicians , and the 
plan flatteied the national vanity, although it was impracticable, 
unless attended by gicat and impoitant mihtaiy successes at its 
outset. The Rajah of Beiar, thciefoic, succeeded in patching 
up a peace between Scmdiah and Holkai, none of the important 
ai tides of which weie pei formed by eithei party 

Befoie I pioceed to the relation of the events which followed 
the treaty of Bassein, it will be pioper to discuss the justice and 
policy of the Biitish government m enteimg into the treaty of 
Bassein, on the giound that they must have expected the event 
which followed it 

I have already pointed out the objects of the treaty, the 
favouiable circumstances undei which it was negotiated, and the 
piobabihty which existed that its aiiangemeiits would be carried 
into execution without a war, and that it would secuie the pei- 
manent peace of India But the faithless nature of the Mah- 
ratta charactei, and the habits of the councils of all the chiefs, aie 
so well known, that it may be admitted that the British govern- 
ment ought to have contemplated the chance of a confederacy of 
the Mahratta chiefs to oppose the arrangement 

Considering the natuie of the mateiials of which that con- 
federacy was to be foimed , that the two most powerful of the 
chiefs entertained the most rooted and invcteiate animosity 
against each other, that after they had signed theii tieat}'- of 
peace their hostilities continued, and they could not tiust each 
other so far as to place their armies within reach of attack , that 
none of the chiefs tiusted the other, and that the pride of all 
pi evented them from placing the management of the affaiis and 
the command of the armies of the confederacy in the hands of 
one, the Biitish government had but little to apprehend from 
this confederacy, piovided vigorous measures were adopted at 
an early period of time to oppose it effectually, and to prevent it 
from acquiiing stiength and consistency by success 

The arrangements which had been made by Lord Wellesley, 
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VIZ the tieaty with the Nabob of Oude, the tieaty with the 
Guickowar, the aiiangement at Surat, the arrangements in 
Mysore, the tieaty with the Nizam, of October, 1800, and above 
all, the tieaty of Bassein, afforded the most efficient means of 
opposing the confederacy with success If the troops did their 
duty with their usual braveiy, its early dissolution became 
certain, and by the advanced position m which the treaties of 
Hydeiabadand Bassein placed the British troops, the evils of the 
war would be lemoved to a distance from the British territories, 
the seat of the resources of the goveinment 

But it IS not deal that the omission to conclude the treaty of 
Bassein would not have led equally to a war with all the powers 
of the confedeiated Mahratta states, under circumstances of in- 
ci eased disadvantage The removal of Holkai from Poonah 

was absolutely necessary on every ground of justice, policy, and 
good faith , and if the treaty of Bassein had not been made, 
the British government must have aided Scindiah m effecting 
that object Holkar’s armies would have been defeated, and 
the power of his rival, Sdndiah, would have been established in 
full vigour at Poonah He would thus again have been in pos- 
session of all the Mahratta power from the Ganges and the Indus 
to the Toombuddra , and his situation would have been so far 
more advantageous, as in the course of the years 1801 and i8oa 
he had oveicome the rebellion which had till then pi evaded in 
his noithern dominions, and had completely established the 
authority of his own government in those rich countries His 
first demand would have been upon the Nizam , and here at 
once the Company would have come m contact with a Mahratta 
confederacy, but under very diffeient cii cumstances of strength 
from that with which they were engaged in 1803. In this contest 
Scmdiah would have been leally, as well as nominally, at the 
head of the confedeiacy, he would have had no rival, or lathei 
actual enemy, m Jeswunt Rao Holkai, and would have been able 
to direct all his forces against the British goveinment He 
would have had on his side, instead of against him, all the 
strength of the Peshwah, including, what is of no small import- 
ance, all the strength of the southern chiefs situated on the 
frontier of Mysore The Company, on the other hand, would' 
have been obliged to engage with this more formidable con- 
federacy with diminished means and resources, as they would 
not have had the Peshwah and the southern chiefs on their side 
But their principal loss would have been the position for their 
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aimics which the ticaty of Basscin gave them By adopting 
this position 111 the Deccan in 1803, the aimies weie enabled 
immediately to lendei offensive the opeiations of a wai which 
had been undei taken solely foi defence In the wai which must 
have been expected if the tieaty of Bassem had not been con- 
cluded, the opeiations must have been defensive upon a fiontiei 
extending above a thousand miles, assailable m all its paits, 
and the seat of the wai would have been eithci the heart of the 
tciiitoiies of the Nizam, 01 those of the Rajah of Mysoie 

Upon the whole, then, I conclude that the tieaty of Bassem 
was a wise, just, and politic mcasuic, that none of the chiefs 
had any light to intcifcic in it 01 question its stipulations , and 
that it was concluded undei ciicumstanccs and at a time which 
piomiscd that it would be followed by lasting tianquillity If it 
should be contended that the Biitish goveinment ought to have 
expected, as a consequence of the tieaty, the confederacy and 
w’ai wdiich happened m 1803, I answ'ci that, with the militaiy 
and political advantages they acquired by the tieat}’- of Bassem, 
they had nothing to feai fiom that confedeiacy, and that if they 
had not concluded the ticaty of Bassem they w'ould 111 a few 
months aftenvaids have been involved in a wai with the same 
pow^ei, much inci cased in sticngth and rcsouiccs, and possessing 
supciioi advantages, while those of the Company m c\eiy point 
of view, W'ould have been diminished 

As soon as the Biitish goveinment was made acquainted with 
the mcasuics wdiich had been adopted by the Rajah of Berai to 
ai lange a confedeiacy of the Mahiatta chiefs against the Company, 
the Goveinoi-Gencial diiected that mcasuics should be taken to 
make the Rajah of Bciai and Holkai acquainted with the stipu- 
lations of the ticaty of Basscin, and to point out to all the chiefs 
the innocent and defensive natuie of the ticaty, and the aiiange- 
ment contained in the aiticlc which pioMdcd foi the sccuiity of 
all thcii lights. They wcie at the same time called upon to 
dcclaic the natuic and object of their negotiations, and their 
views in mai clung to join each othci in a station at so gicat a 
distance fiom the Nizam s frontier In answei to these repie- 
scntations, Scindiah declaicd that he could not say wdiether 
tlieic w^ould be peace 01 w'ai till he should meet the Rajah of 
Bciai Aftci Scindiah and the Rajah of Bciar had j'oincd then 
tioops in a position wdiich enabled them in one maich to entei 
the Nizam’s tciiitoiics, Ictteis w'cie picsented to them from the 
Govcinoi-Gcncial, in which the natuic and objects of the ticatj^ 
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of Bassein were fully discussed and explained Scmdiah and 
the Rajah of Beiar wrote the following answers to these letters 
In the mean time the peace between Scindiah and Holkar had 
been signed, although but one article of it had been earned into 
execution, viz, that which stipulated that Hindoo Rao Holkar, 
the infant and posthumous son of Mulhar Rao Holkar, should 
be delivered over by Scmdiah to Jeswunt Rao Holkar The 
object of Scmdiah and the Rajah of Beiar m writing these 
answeis to the Go vernoi -General’s letter was to gam time, to 
allow the season of the rams to pass over, to conciliate the con- 
fidence and leceive the co-operation of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
and to complete their preparations for attack on all parts of the 
frontier of the Company and the allies Early measures, how- 
ever, had been adopted by the Biitish government to resist their 
hostilities, and their armies were completely prepared m the 
middle of July, 1803 It was an object of importance to bring 
the confederates to a decision Avhethei there should be peace or 
war befoie the season of the rams should pass over, befoie they 
should have time to complete their preparations, and to con- 
ciliate the confidence of Holkar Accoidingly the following 
letter was written to them by the commanding officei m the 
Deccan, m answer to their letteis to the Governor- General 
They refused to comply with the reasonable demand contained 
m this letter, and the British Resident quitted the camp of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah on the 3rd Aug and hostilities immedi- 
ately commenced. 

It IS useless to follow the opeiations of the British armies It 
IS sufficient to state, that owing to the pieparations which weie 
made, the positions which they had taken, and the favourable 
season m which the military opeiations were commenced, they 
were umfoimly successful , the lesult was, the early dissolution 
of the confedeiacy, m which Holkar never joined, and that m 
less than two months the confedeiates sued for peace 

Tieaties weie concluded with Scmdiah and the Rajah of 
Berai m the end of December, 1803, by which the allies gained 
an acknowledgment of the treaty of Bassein The Company 
acquired fiom the Rajah of Berar the district of Cuttack, &c, 
by which they insured the defence of a weak pait of the frontier 
of Bengal, and the continuity of their possessions, and the cer- 
tainty of a communication at all times between the Presidency 
of Fort William and Fort St George. On the north-west fron- 
tier they acquii ed from Scmdiah all his possessions on both banks 
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of the Jumna , by which they got that iivci foi a fiontici, and 
sccuicd Its navigation, an object of infinite impoitancc to th6 
commcicc of that pait of the countiy They also acqiiiicd from 
Scindiah the town, poit, and teiiitoiy of Baioach, in Guzeiat, 
by which they secuicd the government of the Guickowai and all 
the Company's mtcicsts m that qiiaitcr. Scindiah was also 
obliged to iclinquish the influence which he had cxciciscd ovei 
the pci son and power of the Mogul, and to admit the inde- 
pendence of all the pett);- states m the noith of India, who, 
duiing the wai, had connected themselves by treaty with the 
Company. By this aiiangcmcnt, vhich alTcctcd the Rajpoot 
state of Jcypooi, and all the petty Rajahs to the noithwaid of 
that state, the Mahiattas vcic icmoved to a distance fiom the 
Company’s fiontiei, which was suiioundccl and guaidcd by these 
petty states. 

The Ni/am acquiicd by these ticatics an exemption from all 
demands of all desciiptions on his tciiitoiics by the confederates 
He also acquiicd on the side of Scindiah a defined boundary, 
and all the teiiitoiies belonging to Scindiah which w’cic within 
that boundaiy 

Fiom the Rajah of Bciai, the Ni/am acquiicd the piovincc of 
Bciai, w'lth the iivci Wuida and the hills to the nortlnvaid as a 
fiontici , by which cession he gained an addition of revenue 
amounting to 800,000/ annually 

The Beslnvah acquiicd from Scindiah the foit and tciiitoiy of 
Ahmcdnuggui, and, by an auangement made with Amrut Rao 
at the commencement of the w’’ar, he had acquiicd thcjaghirc 
of this chief upon the Godavery. By these aiiangcments his 
tciiitoiics became compact, the city of Poonah w^as rcndeicd 
moic sccuic, and the pictcxt of posting tioops m the neighboui- 
hood foi the puipose of collecting the levcnucs of tciiitories in 
that qu.iitei was annihilated. 

Besides these advantages acquiicd by each of the allies by 
this wMr, the Biitish govcinmcnt destiO}-ed entirely the coips in 
the scivicc of the cnem}', w'hich was commanded and officcied 
b}' Flench men, and took fiom them not less than 823 pieces of 
oidnancc The advantages icsulting fiom tlicsc militaiy suc- 
cesses will be best undci stood by icflccting on the difficulties 
and losses sustained in gaining them, and on the leputation 
foi bia\ciy and othci mihtaiy qualities acquiicd by oui officers 
and tioops 

Dining this w'ai wnth the confcdciacy the conduct of Holkai 
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had been rather favourable than otherwise to the British govern- 
ment. This chief had employed his army m levying contribu- 
tions m the countries under the government of Scmdiah situated 
noith of the Nerbudda, and m endeavours to establish the 
authority of his infant nephew m the jaghire of the Holkar 
family When Scmdiah was obliged to collect a body of troops 
at Ougem, in consequence of the progress made by the army in 
Guzerat towaids that capital, Holkar proceeded to the northward, 
and began to plunder the Rajpoot states Shortly afterwards, 
peace was concluded between the British government and the 
other members of the confederacy. 
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I MYSORE. 

1. Extract of Letter from the Secret Committee of the Court 
of Directors, to the Groveruor-Greneral lu Council of 
Bengal, dated 18th June, 1798 

InstnicUons on occaston of Ttppods reported alliance with the 
French against the English m India 

‘We take the eaihest opportunity of acquainting you that we 
have received information from His Majesty’s ministers that a 
very large armament of ships, troops, military stoies, &c. has 
been lately fitted out at Toulon, and that it sailed fiom thence 
on the 19th ult Although the ultimate object of this arma- 
ment has not been ascertained, it is not improbable, from many 
circumstances that have transpired, and from the spirit of daring 
adventuie by which the French have been actuated during the 
piesent war, that its destination may be for India, either (having 
first taken possession of Egypt) by way of the Red Sea, or by 
Bussota. tlis Majesty’s ministers have therefoie informed us, 
that immediate measures will be taken for a consideiable aug- 
mentation of the Euiopean force in the East Indies, you may 
therefore expect that not less than 4,000 seasoned and disci- 
plined troops, and perhaps a laiger number, may be sent to the 
Company’s settlements with all possible expedition, part of 
which will, we trust, reach India not many months after the 
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receipt of tins despatch Should the expedition, notwithstand- 
ing the measures taken by His Majesty’s Government to mtei- 
cept and defeat it m the Mediteiianean, leach Egj^pt, and be 
destined foi India by either of the loutes we have mentioned, 
a part of His Majesty’s fleet, consisting of two men of war and 
probably a sloop, now under dispatch foi India, wall be ordered 
to be stationed m the Straits of Babelmandel, and m the Gulph 
of Persia, for the puipose of intercepting any force that may be 
pioceedmg to India that w^ay 

‘A copy of a Pioclamation, issued at the Mauiitius m the 
month of Maich last, has been transmitted to our several pre- 
sidencies by Mr. Pringle, the Company’s agent at the Cape 
of Good Hope We are unable to judge \vhethei this Pro- 
clamation be m leality wfliat its impoit declaies it to be, and 
Tippoo has leally conceived any hostile designs against the 
Biitish empire m India, or intended merely as a feint, with 
a view to embioil us with that piince Oui lespective Govern- 
ments will, of couise, have taken such piecautionaiy measures 
m consequence as appeared to them necessaiy and applicable 
to existing ciicumstances 

‘ Our empiie m the East has evci been an object of jealousy to 
the Ficnch, and we know that their former Government enter- 
tained sanguine hopes of being able to reach India by a shorter 
passage than round the Cape of Good Hope, and we have no 
doubt that the present Government Avould risk a great deal, 
and even adopt measuies of a most enterprising and uncommon 
nature, for the chance of i educing, if not annihilating, the British 
powei and consequence m that quartei of the woild To effect 
tins, without the aid and pievious conceit of one of the Indian 
Powers, seems almost impossible, and would scaicely be at- 
tempted In tlie present situation of India, Tippoo appears to 
be the fittest mstiument to be employed m the furtheiance of 
such ambitious piojects 

‘ It IS highly impiobable that Tippoo should have entered into 
any league with the French without some appaient pieparation 
on his part of an hostile nature m furtherance of their designs 
If such, therefoie, shall have been the case, it would be neither 
piudent nor politic to wait for actual hostilities on his part 
We therefore recommend, that if you shall not have adopted 
the necessary measures for bringing Tippoo to a satisfactory 
explanation before the receipt of this despatch, that you should 
immediately take the proper steps for so doing, accompanying 
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this inquii}'- with such a disposition of youi force as may give 
effect to it, and should you judge, eithei fiom his answeis, or 
fiom the steps he is taking, that his designs aie such as the 
French Proclamation repiesents, and that he is making pre- 
paiations to act hostilely against us, we think it will be more 
advisable not to wait foi such an attack, but to take the most 
immediate and most decisive mcasuics to can 3^ oui arms into 
oui cncm3'^’s counti}'-, not failing at the same time to make 
known to the Pow’^ers in alliance with us the necessity of such 
measure, and that w^e have not m view a w’^anton attack upon 
our invcteiatc cnem}'- wuth a design to augment our own pow^ei, 
but a ncccssaiy and justifiable defence of oui owm possessions, 
and calling upon them foi the assistance they aie under engage- 
ments to fuinish us 

‘But although w^e have thus iccommended cncigy, fiimness, 
and decision in 3'our conduct tow'aids Tippoo, w'’c icl}'' upon 
3'oui using the latitude allowed 3'ou m the piecedmg paiagiaph 
wuth the utmost disci ction, that w'^e ma}'- not be involved in a 
A\ar in India without the most inevitable necessitjq of wFich 
necessit}^ we leave 5''ou to be the sole judges And as it is 
impossible foi us to conjcctuie, should eithci the Pioclamation 
ciiculated at the Mauritius be founded, or the foicc now 111 the 
Meditcrianean be leall}'’ destined foi India, wFat measuies the 
implacable levcngc and lash entcrpiisc of the Fiench may 
induce them to undeitake against the Biitish pow^ei in India, 
we can only cxhoit our scveial Govcinmcnts to be constantly 
upon their guaid, and w'alchful against suipiise, by not only 
keeping the tioops in perfect oidci foi action, and oui foits 
and gariisons m constant picpaiations of defence, but if it shall 
appear necessai}'’, b}^ encoui aging mihtaiy associations amongst 
our civil seiwanls and others, as m this countiy, w'hicli may be 
piepaicd to act on an}’’ cmcigcncy, and m caiefully keeping in 
view’ eveiy channel thiough w'hich it may be possible for France 
to get an European foice out to India, and taking piecautionary 
measuies to pi event it. 

‘We have tiansmitted copies of this despatch to oui Govern- 
ments of Madias and Bombay.’ 


B a 
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TIPPOO’S RELATIVE STRENGTH AUGMENTED OF LATE. 


2. !Prom Mr. Josias Weblbe, Secretary to the Government of 

Madras 

Dunger of a rupture with Tippoo 

6th July, 1798 

Memorandum for General Hams, in consequence of his late 
conversation upon the possibility of an early ruptuie with 
Tippoo Sultaun 

That M Malartic’s Proclamation is genuine I have no doubt, 
because it is a termination perfectly consistent with an intrigue 
which, from respectable intelligence at the time, there was 
reason to believe on foot previous to the departure of his am- 
bassadors for the Mauritius , but whether we should take 
measures at this period for punishing or preventing the effect 
of this negotiation, is the most momentous (question which can 
be proposed m this place Upon this question it is certainly 
my duty to, state my ideas , but the shortness of time does not 
admit of any arrangement 

As all questions of national war should, I suppose, be deter- 
mined by the national interest, it is natural to advert to the state 
in which India was placed by the Treaty of Seringapatam, be- 
cause that state was considered at the time we had the means of 
changing it, as most advantageous to the British interests The 
principle of our policy then was, the preservation of Tippoo as a 
Power of India, and the balance between him, the Mahrattas, 
and the Nizam by our superior influence and force Whether 
this principle has been superseded by other notions in Europe I 
know not , but whether any attempt can now be made to intro- 
duce a new order of things without a greater danger of evil than 
a chance of good, I doubt 

Tippoo, if he has not advanced in actual strength, has certainly 
the vantage ground the three other Poweis have certainly re- 
ceded fiom the condition they weie m at the Treaty'of Seiing- 
apatam The shock which the balance between the Nizam and 
the Mahrattas sustained fiom the warfare that was allowed to 
terminate in the Treaty of Kurdlah has driven him fiom his 
position, and the distinctions which have since pi evaded at 
Poonah incapacitate them from holding their ordinary spheie, 
while the force of the English is checked and retarded by the 
pressure of the French war 



OUR ATTACK ON HIM NOW WILL PROBABLY FAIL 5 

In the discussions which took place upon the political state of 
India, when the expedition against Manilla was under contem- 
plation, it was, I believe, acknowledged that the confusion at 
that time m the Mahratta empire was such as to render any 
exeition of their strength improbable, or at least not formidable. 
The subsequent confinement of Nana Fuinavees, the eccentric 
iiiegularity of young Scindia, and the want of power in the 
Peishwa, certainly corroboiated that notion, which, if it then left 
us little to apprehend from their enmity, can now give us little 
to expect from then fiiendship The only respectable part of 
the Nizami’s force is under the uncontrolled command of the 
French party that influence has increased, and whether our 
inertion during the contest between his Highness and the Mah- 
lattas may have alienated the disposition which his ministers 
once manifested towaids ouis, whether it is the natuial con- 
sequence of a prevailing interest mimical to us, we have much 
leason, from Captain Kii'kpatrick’s late correspondence, to 
apprehend that our weight at Hyderabad is not great The 
Nizam’s iiiegular troops proved, during the last war, one of our 
serious impediments his efficient foice could hafdly be em- 
ployed, ceitainly not tiusted, under the command of Perron. In 
respect to ourselves, a very large pioportion of the coast army is 
detached, our means of resource curtailed by the war in Europe, 
and our ciedit m this countiy, at least upon this coast, bankrupt 
If, therefore, with all the advantages we possessed m the year 
1790, with the hearty and effectual co-operation of the Mah- 
rattas, and with the friendship of the Nizam, our operations 
against Tippoo were not made successful without the greatest 
difficult)^, I am fearful that, under the general change of ciicum- 
stances which I have mentioned, and which I believe to be 
correct, an attack upon him now is more likely to end 111 dis- 
comfituie than victory 

But let us descend to moie paiticular considerationso Although 
we have eveiy leason to be satisfied that Tippoo’s aimy has 
been kept in a state efficient and piepared to meet the events, 
which there might be reason to expect from the general appear- 
ance of convulsion throughout India, yet m the same discussions 
on the subject of the Manilla expedition, both Sir J Shore and 
Lord Hobart were of opinion that he was not likely to hazard a 
rupture without a very large reinforcement from the French 
Whatever may be the object of Tippoo’s embassy to the Mau- 
ritius, or whatever may be the event of it in Europe, the late 
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intelligence from the islands, which leaves us no room to doubt 
that the military have been sent to Fiance, and the French maime 
dispersed, satisfies me that no immediate co-operation can take 
place, and consequently, that no luptuie is to be apprehended 
but by oui own provocation 

This argument I urge m the perfect conviction that during this 
unpiecedented contest m Euiope, peace in India is indispensably 
necessaiy, and that it ought not to be iisked without the pros- 
pect of positive advantage If, howevei, it should be argued, 
that this very conjunction of ciicumstances which I have men- 
tioned, should impel us to make an immediate effoit against 
Tippoo, I answer that all our former united and unexampled 
exertions weie made against Tippoo single, and unsupported by 
the Flench , but, single and unsupported as he was, except by the 
natural obstacles which oppose our progiess, the exertions of the 
allies were only successful Foi this I lefei to the chance by 
which Bangaloie fell, to the condition of Loid Cornwallis’s aimy 
befoie the junction of the Mahiattas, m May 1791, to the diffi- 
culty with which the battering tram was advanced to Seiingapa- 
tam m the second campaign, to the condition of the Bombay 
army, and to the state m which our own aimy returned aftei the 
conclusion of peace With the war well advanced, with our 
preparations and airangements on foot for twelve months befoie, 
and with such a combined alliance as may be now despaiied of, 
It still cost Lord Cornwallis two campaigns befoie he could 
besiege Seringapatam. 

From the intiigues at Seringapatam, and the consequent em- 
bassy to the Isle of France, I have no doubt that the French 
emissaries were employed m peisuadmg Tippoo to hostilities 
with us, undei promises of immediate assistance This the Sultan 
appears to have considered insufficient ground to provoke a war , 
but if he should be provoked to wai by us, I conceive theie 
would be a material difference of ciicumstances , for though the 
French might find great difficulty in peisuadmg him to war, 
from the great difficulty of fuinishing the foice he lequires, yet 
if he should be absolutely plunged into a wai, they would find it 
easily practicable to foment and keep it alive Hostility with 
Tippoo, if it should be known before the conclusion of peace, 
would inevitably tend to protract the war in Europe, or even to 
revive it if peace should have been made The French, despair- 
ing perhaps of any successful attempt upon England itself, would 
leave nothing unattempted to subvert, 01 at least cm tail, our 
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Indian empire This aigument is of the more force, because a 
veiy small increase of Fiench soldiers is a very material addition 
to Tippoo^’s strength 

In the event of hostility, I take it for gianted the object will 
be to make it a wai of alliance against Tippoo I doubt that it 
IS practicable to obtain the assistance of the Mahrattas the pie- 
sent disunion of the chiefs renders a hearty co-opeiation impos- 
sible The assistance of any party, if even it could be persuaded 
to iisk the danger of absence from its own teiiitories, might have 
the natuial effect of throwing its adversaries into the opposite 
scale If such an event should take place, the Mahiattas would 
remain, as they now are, balanced against each other, while 
Tippoo, freed fioni the apprehension of then united force, would 
be at liberty to employ his whole cavalry against us It is 
known to eveiy officer in the field, that duiing the last war the 
Nizam’s cavahy were a heavy mcumbiance to us, and if, not- 
withstanding the appal ent change in Azim ul Omiah’s disposi- 
tions towaids us, we should be disposed to lely on the fidelity of 
his Royal Highness’s infantry under the command of M Tenon, 
it is not extiavagant to anticipate an event which has aheady 
happened, that marching into the Mysore country with his High- 
ness in alliance, we were compelled to maicli back again with his 
Highness in alliance against us In lespect both to the Mah- 
iattas and the Nizam, I think theie is no reasonable ground to 
expect effectual assistance from either until we should strike 
some signal blow Neither of them were hearty in the cause 
duiing the last wai before the fall of Bangalore 

Not to dwell upon the possible piedicament in which we 
should be placed by a refusal of the allies to execute their en- 
gagements, let us look to oui own means of equipping a force 
sufficient to support a lemonstrance to Tippoo upon his embassy 
to M Malartic It must never be foigotten that the army under 
General Medows in the month of November, i 790 j consisted of 
about 5,500 European and 18,400 native seasoned men, and that 
even this ai my was augmented by troops from Bengal before it 
marched against Bangalore. By the returns you have now re- 
ceived, a body of about 14,000 men can be drawn togethei, in- 
cluding Lascars and pioneers , a force so inadequate to an offen- 
sive wai, that you could not venture to quit the Carnatic From 
Ceylon you could draw no lemforcements , but, on the contrary, 
might be called upon to increase the force on that island in the 
event of our army invading the Mysore country The whole 
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reinforcement must be sent from Bengal , of what extent it 
could be we have no means of judging, but it is obvious that it 
must be so large as to place its arrival heie at a very remote 
distance The superioiity of Tippoo in cavalry, and the greatei 
rapidity with which he moves, would lender it impiacticable to 
proceed to the attack of Seiingapatam without establishing a 
systematic chain of posts foi depdts of stores and pi ©visions 
That he has endeavouied to frustrate this is evident from his 
policy in the destruction of Ossoor and Bangalore, and in making 
Seiingapatam his only or principal fortification By the former 
it IS his intention to increase the difficulty of our approach by 
lengthening the line of our opeiation, and by the latter to oppose 
such impediments as to make the capture of Sermgapatam im- 
practicable m the course of one campaign The Cauveryporam 
pass IS yet unexploied , but I understand that the route from 
thence to Sermgapatam lies through a barren country, so much 
interspersed with jungle as to be extremely adveise to the march 
of an army The Gugulhelts pass is no longer thought of As 
nothing therefore shoit of the capture of Sermgapatam can justly 
be considered as striking an effectual blow against Tippoo, the 
achievement of any immediate success appears to me to be utterly 
impiacticable 

This idea, then, of striking an immediate blow being aban- 
doned, let us look to the slow and regular equipment of an army 
for the invasion of Mysore The different corps could, I believe, 
be assembled at Walajahbad m about two months from the time 
of their being ordered to march The equipment of bullocks 
for the aimy, with its tram of field artilleiy, could not, accord- 
ing to my estimation, be accomplished before the month of 
January, but in respect to a tiain of battering guns, sufficient 
for the siege of Sermgapatam, I can form no notion , nor do I 
believe Mn Cockbuin can, of the time when it could be furnished 
with cattle This period of the season (January) is, by the expe- 
rience of Lord Cornwallis’s campaign, too late for the establish- 
ment of a depot at Bangalore and the siege of Seiingapatam in 
the same season , for though we should be able to put Bangalore 
in a state to admit of its becoming a dep6t, we could not avoid 
being overtaken at Sermgapatam by the monsoon, which sets in 
in May Hence the necessity of a second season, and probably 
of a second equipment of bullocks, before an efficient army could 
invest Sermgapatam Supposing it however there, and joined 
by the Bombay aimy (the difficulty of which it is here unneces- 
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sary to consider), I doubt whether there are any well-giounded 
expectations that they could feed themselves The experience of 
Lord Cornwallis’s army proves that we weie unable to supply 
ouiselves, or to open our lear for the admission of Brmjaries until 
we had been joined by the Mahiatta army, and the whole 
country embraced 

At piesent theie is no gram at Ainee or Vellor, and I believe 
no considerable quantity could be stored in the forts of the 
Bara-Mahal before the harvests of November The vessels 
which bring giain from the northern ports and fiom Bengal do 
not arrive heie before the months of September and Octobei 

Upon the whole there aie sufficient grounds for concluding 
that the whole of the coast army which could be assembled 
would be incapable of offensive operations, and that they could 
not be put m motion befoie the month of January How far, 
and at what period, they may be m a condition to make a 
seiious attack upon Tippoo must depend upon the extent and 
time of lemforcements from Bengal, 'and as nothing of con- 
sequence could be undertaken without them, the time of our 
making any serious impression must be proportionably delayed 

Meanwhile the movement of our troops and military pre- 
parations could not escape the vigilance of Tippoo his 
resouices are always more prompt than our own , and, as gieat 
part of his army is said to be in a state of field equipment, our 
attempt to stiike a blow at him is likely to produce an invasion 
of the Carnatic before we are in a situation to resist him , for, 
as Tippoo can, m my opinion, have nothing to apprehend fiom 
the Mahrattas, his whole attention will be diiected to us A 
comparison between his own and his father’s wars, with the late 
expel lence of his own misfortunes, has taught him that our 
strength depends upon our supplies The crops of the Bara- 
Mahal would be his fiist object, and the consequences of such a 
policy, which he has manifested by the demolition of Bangalore 
and Ossooi, might fix the war in the Carnatic, until by the con- 
sumption of our supplies, and the failure of our resources, we 
should be compelled to accept his terms of peace 

When the war of 1790 begun, the funded debt of this Pre- 
sidency was 17 lacks of pagodas, the Company’s credit high, 
and the rate of interest low Very large subscriptions were 
m consequence made within the course of a few days to a 
12 per cent loan , large supplies of dollars brought hither in 
the Canton ships, and intended for the China investment, were 
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converted to the puiposes of the war, and iiTimense lemittances 
were made fioni Bengal, as well in specie as by bills At pre- 
sent the funded debt of this Piesidenc)^ is 5 ^ lacks of pagodas , 
the Company’s ciedit so low, that then eight per cent paper 
bears a discount of i8 and 20 per cent , and the scaicit}'- of 
mone}'- so gieat, that their 12 per cent bonds do not pass but 
at a discount of 4 per cent Eveiy^ mode has been tiled without 
effect to laise money at this Piesidency our only means of 
supply IS fiom Bengal The bills which we have in consequence 
been long compelled to substitute for lead)'' money payments have 
ovei stocked the maiket, and consequently pass at a discount 
Aftei lepeated and uigent applications for money, we have been 
disappointed for want of funds in Bengal , and at this very mo- 
ment, when the expenses of the military establishment for. the 
ensuing months cannot be piovided foi without specie from 
thence, the onty sum which ue can confidently expect is, as I 
undei stand, immateiial m compaiison with our wants 

The deficit 111 the piesent lesouices of this government is at 
Jeast 18 lacks of pagodas , the expense of an army of 14,000 men 
in the field is, pag^ , and the expense of providing carnage 
for them, pag® 34,700 pei month 

Nothing can be moie urgent than our representations to 
Bengal upon the state of our finances, except the necessities 
which pioduced them It is a fact, that without assistance in 
money from thence, oui military expenses, upon the peace 
establishment, cannot be piovided for beyond the month of 
Septembei I am afraid, theiefoie, that far from being in a state 
to equip an army foi the field, we shall scarcely have the means 
of mai clung the diffeient coips to Walajahbad, while the state 
of the treasur}?- lendeis it utteily impracticable to make any 
suitable advance for diaft and caiiiaee cattle 
I have not studied to exaggerate any part of this memorandum, 
but seeing that our resouices have, by the mere operation of the 
wai m Euiope, been 1 educed to a state of the greatest embarrass- 
ment, and having no hope of effectual relief but m peace, I can 
anticipate none but the most baneful consequences from a war 
with Tippoo If this war is to be a vindication of our national 
rights. It IS clear that we cannot undertake it in less than six 
months, and this delay, with a leference to our national in- 
teiests, may piobably admit of its being postponed till we attain 
sufficient strengtli to piosecute it with vigour But if war is 
inevitable, and the present are judged the most advantageous 
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circumstances undei which It can commence, I feai that our 
situation is bad beyond the hope of lemedy 

This memorandum only reaches to that period at which your 
military mquiiies commence, they will lequire no less serious 
reflection, and must occupy the thoughts of those who are to 
diiect as well as of those who aie to execute the operations of 
the wai For myself, I ought to apologize for the freedom of 
these opinions, but the desultory manner in which they are 
stated, will acquit me of all premeditated intention to give 
offence, and time does not admit of any amendment 

J Webbe. 

3 Minute of the Governor- General in the Secret Department. 

S 

* Casus Belli ’ against Tippoo Reasons por delay Defensive 
alliance system explained and vindicated Proposed con- 
duct of the Anglo-Indian Govemment towards the Sultan 

The Governoi -General Fort William, August 12, 1798 

In communicating to the Boaid an authentic copy of the pro- 
clamation issued by the Goveinoi-Geneial of the Isle of Fiance, 
during the residence of the Ambassadois of Tippoo Sultaun m 
that island, I informed the Boaid that I would piepare the detail 
of such measuies, as appealed to me most advisable, for the pur- 
pose of fiustratmg the united efforts of Tippoo Sultaun and of 
France Accoidingly I have laid before the Board, for that 
necessary purpose, a number of propositions, connected in their 
principle as well as in their object, and I have endeavoured to 
carry the proposed system of measures into execution with every 
piacticable degiee of diligence and despatch When it is re- 
membeied that I did not take chaige of this Government until 
the 1 8th of May, that the proclamation did not make its first 
appearance at this Piesidency until the 8th of June, and was not 
authenticated heie until the i8th of June, I tiust it will appear 
that I have proceeded with as much expedition as was com- 
patible with the due consideiation of the various and important 
questions which demanded my decision Although the leading 
objects of the several propositions which have been adopted by 
this Government may be collected from my late coirespondence 
with the Governments of Fort St George and Bombay, and with 
the Residents at Poonah and Hydeiabad, it may be useful to 
review, with more particularity, the ciicumstances which have 
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suggested tins s37-stem of measuies to my judgment My present 
mteiition, tlieiefoie, is to explain and illustiate the principles 
upon which that system is founded, the means by which I hope 
to cany it into effect, and the ends which I expect to accomplish 
by its ultimate success and peimanent establishment In this 
letiospect of mj'’ conduct, I shall disclose, without hesitation or 
leseiwe, the whole tram of leflections which has passed m my 
mind duiing the agitation of this intricate and extensive subject, 
and I shall avow, without disguise, every successive variation of 
ni}' opinion, and everj^ instance m which I have reluctantly sub- 
mitted my unalteied judgment to the pressuie of piactical diffi- 
culties , nor shall I den)'- that I have ultimately pursued a course, 
far within the limits of that, to which the sense of my own duty 
and chaiacter, the clearest pimciples of justice and of policy, the 
unquestionable lights and inteiests of the Company, and the 
honour of the Biitish name m India, would have diiected me, 
if the obstacles to m)'- pi ogress had not appealed absolutely 
insui mountable 

The various considerations which have successively engaged 
m)'- attention ma}* be stated in the follomng ordei — 

First, — The nature and chaiactei of the recent proceedings of 
Tippoo Sultaun 

Sccondl)'-, — The rights and inteiests of the Company, and the 
principles of mj* duty aiising out of those proceedings. 

Thiidl}'-, — The ciicumstances which might suspend or limit 
the actual exeicise of those rights, the immediate and complete 
establishment of those inteiests, and the satisfactoty discharge 
of that duty 

Foul till)’ — ^The intei mediate precautions which might be 
adopted duiing the suspension of more effectual measures, and 
the secuiities vhich might now be provided against the return 
of oui actual danger 

The hist consid elation lequiied an attentive examination of 
the pioclamation issued at the Isle of France, together with all 
the collateial circumstances accompanying that extraordinary- 
publication The proclamation made its fiist appearance at 
Calcutta in a newspaper of the 8th of June 

Upon the first view of the subject, I was much inclined to 
doubt the authenticity of the proclamation It seemed in- 
credible that, if the French really entertained a design of fur- 
nishing aid to Tippoo, they would publicly declare that design, 
when no other appaient end could be answered by such a de- 
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claration, excepting that of exposing the project in its infancy to 
the observation of our Governments, both at home and in India, 
and of prepaimg both for a timely and effectual resistance It 
did not appear more probable that Tippoo (whatever might be 
his secret design) would have risked so public and unguarded 
an avowal of his hostility, however, even under these circum- 
stances, I thought it advisable to transmit a copy of the pio- 
clamation to the Governor of Fort St Geoige, in a private letter 
of the 9th of June, apprising him that, if the proclamation should 
prove authentic, it must lead to a serious remonstrance from this 
Government to Tippoo, the result of which remonstiance must 
be uncertain , my letter, theiefore, directed him to turn his at- 
tention to the means of collecting a force upon the coast, if 
necessity should unfortunately lequire such a measure 

The fiist regular authentication of the proclamation which 
I received was contained in the letter from Lord Macartney, of 
28th of March, and in that from Sir Hugh Christian of the same 
date, received on the i8th of June It could now no longer be 
doubted that the proclamation actually had been issued by the 
Governor-General of the Isle of France Still, however, it might 
have remained a question whether this step might not have been 
taken without the concurrence of Tippoo Sultaun, and for the 
promotion of some separate object of the French Goveinment, 
unconnected with his interests and unauthorized by his consent. 

, Fiom the accounts which I had received of the state of the Isle 
of France, I was led to believe that the object of Mr. Malartic 
might have been to clear the Island of the adherents to the cause 
of the present Goveinment of Fiance, rather than to afford any 
effectual assistance to Tippoo It appears, however, from a more 
accurate investigation of evidence, that the ship (which first 
conveyed to the Isle of Fiance those accounts of the last re- 
volution in France, and of the violent measures projected against 
the Isles of Fiance and Bourbon, which occasioned the late dis- 
turbances at Port Nord Quest, and the expulsion of the Fiench 
national troops from thence) did not reach the Isle of France 
until Tippoo^s Ambassadors had departed from thence on their 
return to Mangalore The assistance afforded to Tippoo cannot 
therefore have been connected with the "recent commotions in 
the Isle of France However, I do not apprehend, unless some 
new revolution shall happen in the Isle of France, that Tippoo 
Sultaun will be able to derive any considerable aid from that 
quarter. But whatever may have been the motives of Monsieur 
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Malaitic m this tiansaction, the object of Tippoo Sultaun was 
always plain and cleai, although, fortunately for oui inteiests, 
his success has not yet been answeiable to the extent of his 
design Of the object of that design, I soon possessed ample 
pioof, arising from the best evidence which the natuie of the case 
could admit In the fiist place it appealed, by the general tenoi 
of the letters fiom the Cape, as well as by evciy public account 
which had been given of the transaction, to be an undisputed 
fact, that Tippoo despatched two Ambassadois to the Isle of 
France, and that the pioclamatioii m question -was published sub- 
sequently to their aiiival and duiing their icsidcnce m that island 
These facts would perhaps have been sufficient, without furthci 
inquiry, to wan ant a stiong picsumption that this pioclamation, 
puiportmg to declaie the object of the embassy, must have been 
framed with the consent and knowledge of the Ambassadors of 
Tippoo, then on the spot, and must have coiicspondcd with their 
mstiuctions fiom their soveicign, whose oideis they would 
scaicely have ventured to exceed m a mattei of such serious 
consequence as the conclusion of an alliance, offensive and de- 
fensive, with the Fiench In oidci, howevei, to obtain the most 
accurate infoimation with lespect to the circumstances attending 
the leception of the embassy, the publication of the proclamation, 
and the conduct of the Ambassadois, I examined, upon oath, 
some respectable peisons who wcie picsent in the Isle of France 
duiing the lesidence of the Ambassadois at Poit Noid Quest 
Fiom the concuirent testimony of these persons, since coiio- 
boiated by intelligence fiom various quaiteis, I obtained a con- 
nected account of the whole transaction 

Tippoo despatched two Ambassadors, who cmbaiked at Man- 
galore for the Isle of France, and ai lived there at the close of 
the month of January 1798 They hoisted Tippoo’s colours 
upon enteimg the harboui of Poit Noid Quest, weie received 
publicly and foimally by the Fiench Goveinmcnt with cvciy 
circumstance of distinction and inspect, and weie entertained 
during then continuance on the Island at the public expense 
Previously to their arrival, no idea 01 lumoui existed m the 
Island of any aid to be furnished to Tippoo by the Fiench, 01 of 
any prospect of a war between him and the Company The 
second day after the aiiival of the Ambassadors, an advertisement 
was published of the same purport as the pioclamation, and im- 
mediately afterwaids the pioclamation was fixed up in the 
most public places, and circulated through the town. Qne of the 
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Ambassadois \\as pcifectly convcisant with the Ficncli language 
A pcison accompanied the embassy fiom Mangaloie, who was 
habited in the Tuikish diess, who spoke Fiench and English 
with uncommon concctness and fluency, and who appealed to 
possess consideiable knowledge and talents, and to be Avell ac- 
quainted with most of the countiy languages of India This 
person had been known at Bussorah by the name of Abdoolah, 
at Suiat by that of Dei wish, and m the Isle of Fiance passed 
undei that of Talamas, undci which last name he had also passed 
111 Bengal, wheie he resided foi some 3’'cais The Ambassadois 
(fai fiom piotestmg against the matter or style of the piocla- 
mation) held, without leseiwe, m the most public manner, the 
same language which it contains with icspcct to the offensive 
wai to be commenced against the Biitish possessions m India, 
they even suffered the pioclamation to be publicly distiibuted 
at then own house Talamas’s conveisation, though with moie 
caution and m3stciy, coiiespondcd m substance with theiis. In 
consequence of these ciicumstances, an univeisal belief pi evaded 
in the Island, that Tippoo would make an immediate attack 
upon the Biitish possessions m India, which opinion had gained 
so much foicc, that the pci sons who gave this evidence, and all 
-those who ai rived at that pciiod m India fiom the Isle of France, 
expected to find us at wai wuth Tippoo, but they all concuiied 
in declaiing, that the tcmeiity of Tippoo’s design had excited 
gencial iidicule in that Island The Ambassadois were piesent 
in the Island wdien the French Goveinment pioceedcd to act 
under the proclamation in question, and they aided and assisted 
the execution of it, 133’' making promises m the name of Tippoo 
for the purpose of inducing icciuits to enlist, they pioposed to 
levy men to an3'- piacticable extent, stating then pow^eis to be 
unlimited with icspcct to the numbcis of the foice to be laised 
The Ambassadois aided and assisted m the levy of 150 ofliceis 
and piivates foi the service of Tippoo, undci the teims and for 
the purposes of the proclamation Few of the officcis arc of an3^ 
expel icnce 01 skill, and the privates aic the lefuse of the low^est 
class of the demociatic rabble of the Island Some of them aie 
voluntceis, otheis were taken fiom the prisons and compelled to 
cmbaik, several of them aic Caffies and people of half-cast 
With such of these troops as weie volunteeis, the Ambassadois 
entered into scveial stipulations and engagements m the name 
of Tippoo. 

On the 7th of Maich, 1798, the Ambassadors embaiked on 
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board the Fiench frigate La Piejiciise^ together with the force 
thus raised, and they publicly declaied an intention of piocceding 
to the Isle of Bourbon, with the hope of obtaining more leciuits 
for the same service. 

The proclamation, therefore, oiiginated In the arrival of the 
Ambassadors at the Isle of Fiance, was distributed by their 
agents, was avowed in every pait by then own public declara- 
tion, and finally was executed according to its tcnoi by their 
peisonal assistance and co~opeiation 

The pioclamation itself fuiiiished the most poweiful internal 
evidence of the concuirence of the Ambassadois in all its essen- 
tial paits, the principal facts stated theiem arc — 

‘That Tippoo Sultaun, thiough two Ambassadors despatched 
for the puipose to the Isle of Fiance, had addressed letters to 
the colonial assembly of the Isle of Fiance, to all the Generals 
employed there, and to the Executive Director}'’ of France, and 
had made the following piopositions — 

‘ist lhat he desired to form an alliance, offensive and de- 
fensive, with the Ficnch, and offcied to maintain at his ex- 
pense, duiing the continuance of the w'ar in India, whatever 
tioops should be furnished by the Fiench, and to supply (with 
the exception of ceitain stores) eveiy necessaiy for cair}’’ing- 
on the war. 

‘ 2d That he had given assuianccs that all his preparations 
were alieady completed, and that the geneials and officers would 
find everything necessaiy foi caiiyung on a species of p\ai, to 
which Europeans have not been accustomed in their contests 
with the Native Poweis in India 

‘ 3d That he only waited for the succour of Fiance to declaie 
war against the English, and that it was his aident desire to 
expel the English from India ’ 

Upon the giound of these facts, the proclamation iccommends 
a geneiaJ levy of men for the seiwice of Tippoo , and it con- 
cludes by assuring ‘all the citizens who shall enlist, that Tippoo 
will give them an advantageous late of pay and allowances, 
which will be fixed by his Ambassadoi who will also engage, in 
the name of their soveieign, that the Frenchmen who shall have 
enlisted in his army, shall never be detained there aftei they 
shall have expressed a desire of leturning to their native 
country.’ 

The avowed purport of this proclamation is to acquaint the 
inhabitants of the Island with the propositions made by Tippoo 
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Sultaun, through his Ambassadors then on the spot It enu- 
merates those propositions with a particularity of detail which 
could never have been hazarded in the presence of the Ambas- 
sadors if the facts stated had not been correctly true, or if the 
propositions enumerated had varied in substance fiom those 
communicated by the Ambassadois under the orders of their 
sovereign. But the last paragraph of the proclamation con- 
nected with the conduct of the Ambassadors as already described, 
establishes m the clearest manner their participation in the whole 
tiansaction That paragraph contains a direct reference to the 
powers of the Ambassadors, and engages on their behalf that 
they shall enter into certain stipulations in the name of their 
soveieign with respect to the pay and final discharge of such 
Flench subjects as shall enlist in his army under the conditions 
of the proclamation 1 he accounts which I have received from 
the Isle of France concur m stating, that the Ambassadors 
openly acted under this part of the proclamation, and in the 
name of Tippoo enteied into engagements and stipulations with 
the leciuits according to the assurances specified in the procla- 
mation Monsieui De Bue, now mastei attendant at Mangalore, 
stated to one of the witnesses whom I examined, the whole sub- 
stance of the engagements which had passed personally between 
him and the Ambassadors, all of which engagements referied 
immediately to Tippoo’s intention of commencing war upon the 
Company, with the aid of the French force then about to be 
levied , and it is certain that without some such engagement 
not a man would have been raised m the Isle of France for the 
seivice of Tippoo It appears from the evidence which I have 
collected, that the Ambassadors had not brought to the Isle of 
Fiance a supply of treasure sufficient for advancing bounty 
money to the lecruits It was stated that an apprehension of 
the English cruizers had prevented the embaikation of treasure 
for this purpose, and no doubt was entei tamed that if the Am- 
bassadors had been better piovided with money, they might 
have laised a much greater number of men, who refused to 
engage on the mere security of promises in the name of Tippoo 
The Ambassadors, togethei with the foice thus collected 
during the time of their mission in the Isle of France, landed 
from the frigate. La Prcncuse, at Mangalore, on the 26th of 
April, 1798 Accounts vary with respect to the exact number 
of the force landed , the most piobable are that it did not ex- 
ceed 200 persons Tippoo (far from manifesting the least 

c 
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symptom of disapprobation of the conduct of his Ambassadois 
m any pait of the transaction) foimally leceived them, and the 
officers and leading persons so landed with public marks of 
honoui and distinction One of his Ambassadois lesided for 
some time with the French leciuits in a foiticss near h^angalore, 
and the Sultaun has admitted the whole levy of officers and men 
into his seivice Refcning, therefoie, to the conduct of the 
Ambassadors in the Isle of Fiance to their ai rival at Mangaloie 
with the force levied m consequence of then mission, and finally 
to the leception of the Ambassadois and of the French recruits 
by Tippoo Sultaun, the following conclusions appealed to me 
to be mcontiovertibly established — 

First, — ^That the Ambassadois despatched by Tippoo Sultaun 
to the Government of the Isle of Fiance pioposed to that 
Government an alliance, offensive and defensive, against the 
Biitish possessions m India, which alliance was accepted by 
that Government, and its acceptance foimally notified by a 
public pioclamation 

Secondly, — That the Ambassadors were chaigcd with letters 
fiom Tippoo Sultaun to the Executive Dnectoiy of France, 
which Icttcis were stated to contain the same pioposition, and 
that the Ambassadois deliveied these letteis to the Governor- 
Geneial of the Isle of France for the purpose of transmission to 
France 

Thiidly, — That the 'Ambassadois, m the name of Tippoo 
Sultaun, gave public assurances that he had actually completed 
the necessary pi epaiations foi commencing immediate hostilities, 
and that he only waited the ainval of succours from the French 
to declaie war against the Company, foi the express puipose 
of expelling the British nation fiom India 

Fouithly, — That the Ambassadois demanded unlimited mili- 
tary succoui from the French, and levied a military foice in the 
Isle of France with the declared object of commencing imme- 
diate wai against the British nation in India 

Fifthly, — That this force has been actually landed m Tippoo’s 
country, and publicly admitted into his semce with signal 
marks of approbation , and that the Ambassadors have been 
received with similai distinction 

Sixthly, — That Tippoo Sultaun (by leceiving with public 
marks of appiobation his Ambassadors, who had concluded in 
his name an offensive and defensive alliance with the French ; 
and by admitting into his seivice the military force raised for 
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effecting the objects of that alliance) has peisonally ratified the 
engagements contained in the proclamation of the Governor- 
General of the Isle of Fiance, and has pioceeded to act 
under those engagements confoimably to the tenor of that 
pioclamation 

Seventhly, — That although the succoui actually received by 
Tippoo Sultaun undei his offensive alliance with the French 
IS mconsidciable, yet the tenor of the pioclamation, the pio- 
position made to the Fiench Govcinment for unlimited militaiy 
aid, &c &c, and the declaiations of the Ambassadois piove, 
that it was the intention of Tippoo Sultaun, to leceive into his 
service the laigest foice which he could obtain, foi the puipose 
of commencing a war of aggiession against the Company in 
India 

Having thus entered into offensive and defensive engagements 
with the enemy, having proceeded to collect m conjunction with 
the eneni}’-, a force opcnl}'- destined to act against the posses- 
sions of the Company, having avowed thiough his public 
Ambassadois, that he has compleated his piepaiations of war' 
for the expiess puipose of attempting the cntiie subversion of 
the British Empiie in India, and having declaicd that he only 
waits the effectual succour of the Fiench to piosccute offensive 
operations, Tippoo Sultaun has violated the tieaties of peace 
and fiiendship subsisting between him and the Company, and 
has committed an act of diiect hostility against the Biitish 
Government in India 

Befoie I pioceeded to apply the pimciples of the law of 
nations to the conduct of Tippoo Sultaun, it appealed proper 
to enquiie what had been tlie conduct of the Company towards 
him foi some yeais past, and whether he had leceived any 
provocation to justify or to palliate his late pioceedmgs 

Since the conclusion of the Tieaty of Seimgapatam, the 
British Governments in India have uniformly conducted them- 
selves towaids Tippoo Sultaun, not only with the most exact 
attention to the pimciples of modeiation, justice, and good 
faith, but have endeavoured by cvciy piacticable means to 
conciliate his confidence, and to mitigate his vindictive spiiit 
Some differences have occasionally aiisen with lespect to the 
boundaiies of his territoiy bordering upon the confines of our 
possessions on the coast of Malabar, but the recoids of all the 
British Goveinments in India will shew, that they always mani- 
fested the utmost anxiety to pioniote the amicable adjustment 
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of every doubtful oi disputed point , and that Tippoo Sultaun 
has received the most unequivocal pi oofs of the constant dis- 
position of the Company to acknowledge and confiim all his 
just rights, and to lemove eveiy cause of jealousy, which might 
tend to interrupt the continuance of peace 

The servants of the Company m India have not however 
been ignorant of the implacable sentiments of levenge, which 
he has preserved without abatement since the hour of his last 
defeat It has always been well understood, that Tippoo Sul- 
taun’s resentment was not to be appeased by aii}’- conciliatory 
advances on oui part, nor b}'’ an}'" other means than the recoveiy 
of his lost powei, the disgrace of the Biitish aims, and the 
rum of the British inteiests m India With such views it was 
expected that he would eageily embrace the first favorable 
occasion of sti iking a blow against our possessions, and his 
intrigues at the Couits of Hyderabad and Poonah, together 
with his Embassy to Zemaun Shah, (although managed rvith 
such a degree of caution as to avoid the appeal ance of diiect 
acts of aggression,) were sufficient indications of an hostile mind 
But none of these ciicumstanccs have m any dcgicc affected the 
conduct of the Company’s serx^ants towards him, and the coire- 
spondence betw'een him and the late Governor-General, and the 
letters from Bombay on the subject of the district of W3maad, 
fuinish ample pi oofs of a sinccic desire to bring that question 
to a fair issue, ‘ with the consent and hnoivlcdgc of both pa? tics,' 
accoidmg to the tenoi of the 7th aiticle of the treaty of Seiing- 
apatam , I appeal to the letter ■which I despatched to him soon 
aftei my airival m Bengal, pioposing an amicable adjustment 
of the same question, as well as of his recent claims upon 
certain paits of the district of Cooiga, for a testimony of the 
pacific spiiit -which has marked mj'- first communication with 
him, although, peihaps, a less mild lepresentation might have 
been justified, by his umvai rantable precipitation m stationing 
a military foice on the fiontier of Cooiga, before he had made 
any tiial of the presciibed and regular channels of negociation 
Tippoo Sultaun cannot therefore alledge even the pictext of a 
grievance to palliate the chaiacter of Ins lecent acts, he has 
indeed alledged none, but has constantly piofessed the most 
sincere desiie to maintain the relations of amity and peace xvith 
the Company In his letteis to Sii John Shore (xvritten a short 
time befoie the leturn of the Mysoiean Ambassadors from the 
Isle of France, and leceived at Foit William on the 26th Apiil, 
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1798, the day on which the Fiench foice landed at Mangalore) 
Tippoo declares, ‘that his fiiendly heart is disposed to pay 
every legard to truth and justice, and to strengthen the founda- 
tions of harmony and concord established between the two 
states.’ And he signifies his dcsiie that ‘ Sir John Shore would 
impiess Loid Mornington, with a sense of the friendship and 
unanimity so firmly subsisting between the two states ’ 

This IS not the language of hostility, nor even of discontent 
Fiom what disposition m the friendly heait of Tippoo these 
amicable professions have proceeded, how they are connected 
with a regard to tiuth and justice, or calculated to stiengthen 
the foundations of harmony and concoid, and to impress me 
with a sense of the Sultaun’s friendship, can now admit of no 
question, since it is now proved, that these letters were written 
at the veiy moment, when Tippoo was m anxious expectation 
of the houily ai rival of that military succour, which he had 
solicited from the enemy for the express puipose of com- 
mencing a war of aggiession against the Company’s possessions 
The motive theiefoie of Tippoo Sultaun, was no other than 
that avowed in his correspondence with the enemy, and pub- 
lished under the eyes of his own Ambassadors, ‘ ardent desire 
to expel the British nation fi oni India ’ 

It appeals highly piobable, that he was instigated by the 
promises and exhoitations of the Government of Fiance, (whose 
emissaries have leached his councils) to hasten the execution 
of a project, m which every consideration of interest, and every 
sentiment of passion would induce the Fiench to embark with 
a degree of zeal, aidour, and rancour not mferioi to his own 
The impoitance of these possessions to all the most valuable 
mteiests of Gieat Biitain, has pointed the particulai attention 
of the Government of Fiance to the desti notion of oui empiie 
in India The piosperity of our settlements in India, has long 
been the primary and undisguised object of the jealousy of 
Fiance, avowed by all hei ministeis m every negociation, and 
by all her lulers m evei}^ stage of her innumerable revolutions , 
Tippoo therefore might reasonably hope, that if the cessation of 
hostilities on the continent of Europe, should at any time enable 
the French Directory to turn their views to the disturbance of 
the peace of India, such an adventuie would be among the 
earliest of their operations 

The conclusion of a peace upon the continent of Euiope, 
the weak state of the internal Governments of Poonah and 
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could be Icimcd ambiguous oi suspicious, if he had merely 
inci eased his foice bej’-ond his oidmaiy establishment, 01 had 
stationed it m some position on oui confines or on those of our 
allies, uhich might justify jealousy 01 alarm , if he had renewed 
his seciet intiigues at the Couits of Hydeiabad, Poonah and 
Cabul, 01 even if he had enteicd into any negociation with 
Fiance, of which the object was at all obscure, it might be our 
duty to lesoit m the fiist instance to his constiuction of pio- 
ccedings, which being of a doubtful chaiacter, might admit of 
a satisfactoiy explanation But where theie is no doubt, theie 
can be no mattei foi explanation. The act of Tippoo’s ambas- 
sadois, ratified by himself, and accompanied by the landing of 
a P'rench force in his countiy, is a public, unqualified and un- 
ambiguous declaiation 01 act of wai, aggiavatcd by an avowal, 
that the object of the vai is ncithci explanation, lepaiation, noi 
sccuiity, but the total destruction of the British Goveinment in 
India To affect to misundei stand an insult and injuiy of such 
a complexion would aigue a consciousness eithei of weakness 
or of fear, no state in India can misconstiue the conduct of 
Tippoo , the coiiespondence of oui Residents at Hydeiabad and 
Poonah sufficiently manifests the construction which it beais at 
both those Couits , and m so clear and plain a case, oui demand 
of explanation would be justly attributed either to a defect of 
spiiit or of powci, the lesult of such a demand would theiefoie 
be the disgrace of oui chaiacter, and the diminution of our 
influence and consideiation in the eyes of oui allies, and of eveiy 
powci in India If the moment should appear favouiable to the - 
execution of Tippoo’s declared design, he would answei such 
a demand by an immediate attack, if, on the other hand, his 
piepaiations should not be sufficiently advanced, he would deny 
the existence of his engagements with France, would peisist in 
the denial until he had leaped the full benefit of them, and 
finally, after having completed the impiovement of his own 
army, and leceived the accession of an additional Fiench foice, 
he w ould till 11 the combined strength of both against oui pos- 
sessions, with an alaciity and confidence inspiied by oui inaction, 
and with advantages ledoublcd by our delay In the piesent 
case the idea theiefoie of demanding cvplanaiion must be le- 
jected, as being disgi aceful in its piinciple, and fiivolous in its 
object. The demand of icpaiaitoii^ in the stiict sense of the 
term, cannot piopcily be applied to cases of intended injury, 
excepting in those instances, where the iiatuie of the lepaiation 
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demanded may be essentially connected with sccuiity against 
the injuiious intention 

Wheie a State has unjustly seized the pioperty, oi invaded 
the teiritoiy, oi violated the lights of anotlici, lepaiation may 
be made by lestoring what has been unjustly taken, or by a 
subsequent acknowledgment of the light which^ has been in- 
fiingcd , but the cause of our complaint against Tippoo Sultaun, 
is not that he has seized a poition of out piopcity which he 
might icstore, or invaded a part of oui teriitory which he might 
again cede, oi violated a light w^hich he might hcieafter acknow^- 
ledge, w^e complain, that, piofcssmg the most amicable dis- 
position, bound by subsisting treaties of peace and fiiendship, 
and unpiovoked by any offence on oui pait, he has manifested 
a design to effect oui total dcstiuction , he has prepared the 
means and instiumcnts of a wai of cxtcimmation against us, he 
has solicited and leccivcd the aid of our invcteiate enemy for 
the declared puiposc of annihilating our Empiic; and he only 
waits the ai rival of a moie effectual succoui to stiike a blow 
against oui existence 

That he has not yet leceived the effectual succour which he 
has solicited, may be asciibcd cither to the w^eakness of the 
Government of Mauritius, oi to their w'ant of zeal m his cause, 
or to the lashncss and imbecility of his owm Councils, but 
neithei the mcasuic of his hostility, nor of our light to restrain 
It, nor of OUI danger from it, aie to be estimated by the amount 
of the foicc wdiich he has actually obtained ; for w^e know" that 
his demands of mihtaiy assistance w"cic unlimited , W"e know 
that they w"eie addicssed not merely to the Gov^ernment of 
Mauritius, but to that of France, and W"e cannot asceitam how 
soon they may be satisfied to the full extent of his acknow"- 
ledged expectations. This, theiefore, is not meiely the case of 
an injury to be lepaiied, but of the public safety to be seemed 
against the present and futuie designs of an iiieconcileable, 
desperate and tieacheious enemy against an enemy of this 
desciiption, no effectual secuiity can be obtained otherwise than 
by such a i eduction of his power, as shall not only defeat his 
actual piepaiations, but establish a peimanent lestraint upon his 
futuie means of offence 

To this species of secuiity oui light is unquestionable, upon 
the grounds aheady stated But it cannot be supposed that 
Tippoo Sultaun wull voluntaiily concede to us a security of this 
nature against the effects of his own lescntment, tieachery and 
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ambition, and against the success of the most favorite projects 
of his mind 

Since, therefore, the principles of justice and of the law of 
nations entitle us to such a security, and since we cannot pos- 
sibly obtain it by the voluntary concession of Tippoo Sultaun, 
it IS the light of the Company to compel him to yield it, and 
It IS equally my duty to use that compulsion without delay, 
piovided the interests of the Company committed to my charge 
be not more endangered by the attempt, than by the unre- 
strained progiess of his preparations for war 

In propoition to the continual progress of Tippoo’s prepara- 
tions, he will acquire more decisively the advantage of holding 
in his hands the issues of peace and war, together with the 
power of selecting the time and mode of his long meditated 
attack upon our possessions He has not yet obtained any 
foimidable accession of strength from his alliance with France, 
nor IS it probable that any such accession will reach his country 
within a short peiiod, certainly not before the close of the 
monsoon on the coast of Malabar, while he shall letain the 
ready means of mteicouise by sea with the French Government, 
it cannot be doubted that they will use every endeavour to assist 
him with military aid, and to instigate him to war The ariival 
of one or two Fiench regiments would probably induce Tippoo 
to commence offensive operations, and the assistance even of 
so small a body of Frenchmen might become alarming m the 
actual state of the native armies of India The systematic 
intioduction of French officers into the service of all the native 
powers, is desciibed by Mr Wickham as the fixed policy of 
France, adopted with a view of establishing the most certain 
means of subverting the foundation of our power This system 
has been pursued m the armies of the Nizam, of Scmdiah, and 
of many other mfeiioi powers with unremitting assiduity, and 
extensive success If Tippoo should be allowed to derive from 
France such succour as would induce him to act offensively 
against us, his earliest movements would probably be seconded 
by the general insurrection of the vaiious bodies of French ad- 
venturers, who are incorporated in the service of the several 
native powers, and who maintain a concert and correspondence 
in every quarter of India Under such circumstances, it would 
be prudent to take advantage of the actual crisis, m which the 
hostile design of Tippoo has been clearly manifested, but the 
means of accomplishing it have happily disappointed the ardor 
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of his hopes In this moment of his comparative weakness, of 
his disappointment, and of his piobable dejection, no policy 
could be more wise than to stiike such an instantaneous blow 
against his possessions, as should effectually frusliate his pre- 
parations for war, and should render him unable to avail himself 
of the aid of Fiance whenever it may aiiive 

The mconsideiable amount of the force which he has already 
leceived from France, while it cannot limit our just right to 
1 educe his powei, affords a stiong argument of policy m favour 
of an immediate attack 

It is thcrefoie evident that the rights and interests of the 
Company concui to demand fiom this Government every prac- 
ticable effoit to anticipate the execution of his projects of ven- 
geance by attacking him on all sides without delay In this 
tiain of leasoning I was confirmed by adveiting to the general 
tenor of the ordeis of the Couit of Diiectois, and of the proceed- 
ings of this Government with reference to the contingency of a 
French foicc landing at any time m the territories of Tippoo 
Sultaun 

The oidcis of the Couit of Directors unifoimly enjoin that the 
landing of a Fiench foice m Tippoo’s country should be ‘the 
signal foi oui attack upon him ’ The construction of those 
ordeis by the late Governoi-General in his instiuctions to the 
President in Council of Fort St George of 12th September, 
1796, appears to have been, that the number of the French force 
should be considerable in order to justify oui attack But I am 
persuaded that the leal intention of the late Governoi-General 
in those instructions, could not have been to declare, that the 
justice or policy of attacking Tippoo was hereafter to be mea- 
sured solely by the magnitude of any French foice landed m his 
country 

It IS ceitainly true that, on the one hand, the landing of a 
considerable French force in Tippoo’s country would be an 
unquestionable indication of his hostile intentions against the 
British powei, while on the other hand the landing of a few 
French officeis and piivates, and even then admission into the 
seivice of Tippoo, might, under certain circumstances, be sup- 
posed to manifest nothing more than a disposition to improve 
the general discipline of his aimies, without implying any formed 
design of war against the Company or their Allies This, I am 
persuaded, is the only view in which the late Governor-General 
in Council could consider the magnitude of the French force 
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landed in Tippoo’s country as the foundation of a rule for limit- 
ing the discretion of the Company’s governments m such a con- 
tingency On the present occasion, the hostile intentions of the 
Sultaun are unequivocally manifested by the proclamation, by 
the declarations and conduct of his Ambassadors, and by their 
demand of French troops to an unlimited extent Connected 
with these circumstances, the landing and admission into the 
Sultaun’s armies, even of a less considerable force than that 
which he has received, would be deemed, under the just con- 
struction of the opinions both of the Court of Directors and of 
this Government, ‘ a signal for our attack upon him •’ 

My deteimmation, therefoie, was fixed to attack Tippoo with 
every degree of piactical despatch 

The objects which appeared to me the most desirable, as well 
as the most easily attainable, were, — Fust, To seize the whole 
maiitime territoiy remaining m his possession below the Ghauts 
on the coast of Malabar, m order to pieclude him fiom all future 
communications by sea with his Fiench allies 

Secondly, By marching the army from the coast of Coro- 
mandel directly upon his capital, to compel him to purchase 
peace by a formal cession of the teriitory seized on the coast of 
Malabar 

Thirdly, To compel him to defiay our whole expense in the 
war, and thus to secure the double advantage of indemnifying us 
for the expense occasioned by his aggression, and of reducing 
his resources with a view to our future security 

Fourthly, To compel him to admit permanent Residents at 
his Court from us and from our Allies, a measure which would 
enable us at all times to check his operations, and to counteract 
the intricacies of his treachery 

Fifthly, That the expulsion of all the natives of France now in 
his service, and the perpetual exclusion of all Frenchmen, both 
from his army and dominions, should be made conditions of any 
treaty of peace with him 

With this plan m view, I directed that the army upon the 
coasts of Coromandel and Malabar, and at Bombay, should be 
immediately assembled , and I entertained a very sanguine hope 
that active operations might have been commenced so early as, 
with the co-operation of his Majesty’s squadron on the coast of 
Malabar (which Rear-Admiral Rainier had promised), might have 
secured the effectual reduction of Tippoo’s power before any 
assistance could have reached him from France But I never 
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proposed to undertake any attack upon him, of which the success 
could be doubtful in the judgment of those whose opinions must 
always govern my discretion in every question of militai'y detail 
The avowed designs of Tippoo, the state of his pieparations 
for war (which, notwithstanding his late disappointment, was 
certainly forward as fai as legardcd his own troops), the un- 
certainty of the motives which might impel the violence of his 
temper to action, and my knowledge of the indiscieet zeal with 
which he has frequently pursued his favouiite object of revenge 
against the British powei, all concuired to uige the necessity of 
placing ourselves in a state of preparation for war at least equal 
to that of his army These measuies appeared to me not mat- 
ters of choice, but of indispensable duty I could not suffer the 
secuiity of the Cainatic to rest on so precarious a foundation as 
the forbearance of Tippoo Sultaun and of his French allies. To 
resume the power of meeting him in the field, and to replace in 
our hands the option which he then possessed, of accommodating 
the time of attack to cii cumstances and events, appealed to me 
to be the most prudent step which could be immediately adopted, 
whatever might hereaftei be the service to which our force might 
be applied The oiders, therefore, which I gave for assembling 
the army (although pointed more particularly at the execution 
of the plan of operations, which I have just now detailed) were 
founded upon piinciples independent of the practicability of that 
plan, and were connected not only with the immediate defence 
of the Carnatic, but with other comprehensive measures of per- 
manent precaution and secuiity, to which my views have been 
extended at every period of this crisis 

When I submitted my ideas of the time and objects of the 
proposed attack upon Tippoo to those military authorities, w^hich 
I shall always consider with lespect, it seemed to be their 
opinion, that the state of our army admitted no doubt of the 
ultimate success of the plan which I had proposed If its speedy 
accomplishment had appeared to them as ceitain as its ultimate 
success, I should not have hesitated a moment in directing the 
commencement of offensive operations , but I found that, instead 
of deriving to the interests of the Company the inestimable ad- 
vantages of a sudden and rapid i eduction of Tippoo’s means of 
offence, the result of such an attempt was likely to lead to a 
tedious, protracted, and expensive, although ultimately success- 
ful, war The obstacles which arose were of a nature not to be 
surmounted by any degree of present activity or resolution. 
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although they oiigmated in causes which I trust may be re- 
moved by future diligence and perseverance 

The result of my earliest enquiiies convinced me that radical 
defects existed in the military establishments on the coast of 
Coromandel, which would render it impossible to put our aimy 
in that quaiter m motion soon enough to effect the object which 
I pioposed. The opinions which I received from military autho- 
iities here, with lespect to the impossibility of making any 
sudden or speedy military movement on the coast of Coro- 
mandel, were aftei wards confiimed by the concurrent testimony 
of the Governor of Fort St Geoige, and of the Adjutant-General 
of that establishment I have enteied into a particular considera- 
tion of this testimony in a Minute lecorded in the Secret De- 
partment of the aoth July, to which I desire to refer on this part 
of the subject The letter of the Government of Foit St George 
of the loth of July proceeds fai beyond the limits of any opinion 
which I had ever formed or heard with respect to the difficulty 
of restiammg the hostility of Tippoo , m that letter the Presi- 
dent m Council even depiecates the ordinal y precautions of 
defence, lest they should draw down the resentment of the 
Sultaun upon our unprotected possessions 

The expense of a protracted war, and the evil effects which 
such a calamity must produce on the trade of the Company, 
upon their pecuniary affairs at home, upon the welfaie of their 
subjects in India, and upon the general state of the public 
revenue and credit of Great Biitain, now piessed with great 
weight upon my mind, and the embairassment of our finances 
aggravated all the difficulties of my situation The question 
was now entirely changed , the plan which I had oiiginally had 
in contemplation was nothing more than a militaiy expedition 
of short duration, of no heavy expense, and of certain success, 
with the additional advantage that success would certainly ex- 
onerate oui finances, and throw the whole expense of the under- 
taking upon the enemy, who had provoked it But it now 
appeared that I could not hope to effect any of my proposed 
objects without encountering the expense and inconvenience of 
a long war 

In this state of the question, the condition of our Allies oc- 
curred as an insuperable obstacle to our progress Although 
the assistance of the Peishwa and of the Nizam might not have 
been deemed indispensable in an expedition of the nature which 
I have described , I have always been apprized that an offensive 
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war of any long duiation in Mysore would be difficult, if not im- 
practicable, without the effectual aid of the Peishwa and of the 
Nizam, in facilitating the supplies of provision to our aimy m 
the field 

The state of the Courts of Hyderabad and of Poonah afforded 
no hope of their eaily co-operation with us , and although I had 
determined to take the most expeditious measures for restoimg 
both our Allies to the power of fulfilling their defensive engage- 
ments with us, I could not expect to deiive any benefit from 
those measures foi a consideiable penod of time, and it would 
have been imprudent to have undeitaken offensive opeiations, 
with the prospect of a continued wai, until the efficiency of our 
alliances had been pi eviously secured, Undei the accumulated 
piessure of all these difficulties, I felt, with the utmost dcgiee of 
disappointment and legiet, that the moment was unfavouiable 
to the adoption of the only measure which appeared to me suffi- 
cient to satisfy the lights and interests of the Company and the 
exigencies of m)'- own duty, I was therefore compelled to re- 
linquish the idea of striking an immediate blow against the pos- 
sessions of Tippoo Sultaun But the ciicumstances which thus 
suspended the actual exercise of the lights and the immediate 
establishment of the inteiests of the Company, could not absolve 
me fiom the duty of providing, without delay, eveiy degree of 
intermediate security which might now be attainable, by adopt- 
ing such a system of piepaiation and defence as might enable us 
to repel any attack which Tippoo might make upon us, or to 
suppoit any demand of satisfaction, which we may eventually 
deem it advisable, in concert with our Allies, to make to him 

The sense of this duty induced me to piopose to the Boaid 
the seveial orders and instructions which have been foiwaided 
to the Governments of Foit St George and Bombay, and to the 
Residents at Poonah and Hydeiabad, from the 8th of July to 
the piesent time 

The principles upon which these instructions and oiders aie 
founded will be best illustrated by referring to the natuie of our 
actual danger, as well as to the causes which have contributed 
to produce it 

No compiehensive or satisfactory view can be taken of this 
subject without adverting to the whole system of oui defensive 
alliances with the Native States, and to the various circum- 
stances wffiich have effected or which now?' influence the general 
balance of powder in India 
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The primaiy objects of the Tieaties of Poonah and Paungul, 
combined with the Tieaty of Seimgapatam, were to dimmish 
Tippoo Sultaun’s means of future aggression, by reducing his 
lesouices and territoiy, and to piovide an efficient defence 
against him by strengthening the Peishwa and the Nizam, 
by uniting their mteiests with ours, and by securing their 
co-operation in any future war with Mysoie On the other 
hand, a part of the policy of the Tieaty of Sermgapatam 
seems to have been to preseive to Tippoo Sultaun that degree 
of power which might enable him to maintain a balance with 
the Mahrattas and the Nizam in such a mannei that the inter- 
position of oui foice might always tuin the scale 

It IS evident that the policy of this system has been entirely 
frustrated by the course of recent events, and that neither the 
Peishwa, the Nizam, noi Tippoo Sultaun now retain the same 
lelative position which they held at the conclusion of the Tieaty 
of Sermgapatam, eithei with respect to one anothei or to oui 
interests 

Since the conclusion of the peace of Seimgapatam, the powei 
and resources of the Couit of Hyderabad have been constantly 
declining The disgiace which fell upon the Nizam’s aims m 
the unfortunate contest with the Mahiattas at Kuidlah i educed 
the military chaiacter of the Couit of Hyderabad to the lowest 
point of degradation The treaty m which that defeat teimi- 
nated completed the humiliation of the Nizam , he was com- 
pelled to sacrifice a large poition of teiritory, to engage to pay a 
fine of three crores of lupecs, and to submit to the captivity of 
his minister, Azim ul Omra, who was carried a prisoner to 
Poonah Azim ul Omia resided at Poonah during the late con- 
vulsions m the Mahiatta Government, and, although a piisonei, 
bore a veiy distinguished part m supporting Nana thiough the 
various revolutions which followed the sudden death of the 
Peishwa, Mahda Row For these services Nana agieed to relin- 
quish all the benefits acquired by the Peishwa against the Nizam, 
under the Tieaty of Kurdlah 

But the Peishwa, Bajee-row, having called m the assistance of 
Scmdiah to check the overgrown power of Nana, Scmdiah per- 
suaded the Peishwa to violate the engagements concluded with 
"Azim ul Omra , and the event has been, that the Peishwa has 
insisted upon and obtained from the Nizam a cession of one- 
fourth part of the territory, and the payment of one-fouith pait 
of the fine stipulated by the Treaty of Kuidlah. 



32 


AND IS IN THE HANDS OF OUR FRENCH FOES 


In addition to so heavy a loss, both of power and honour, the 
internal resources of the Nizam’s Government have not yet re- 
covered the derangement occasioned by the rebellions of Ah 
Jah, and the son of Darah Jah, by the unfortunate contest 
with the Mahiattas, and by the detention of Azim ul Omia at 
Poonah 

The effect of these causes has necessarily been to reduce the 
consideration of the Nizam in the scale of the neighbouring 
states , and in this weak and degraded condition he has been for 
some time past menaced by the army of Scindiah, stationed in 
the neighbourhood of Poonah But the most stiikmg feature of 
change in the state of the Nizam’s affaiis since 1793 ; altera- 

tion which has taken place in his military establishment The 
Nizam, since the peace of Seiingapatam, has greatly 1 educed his 
cavalry and other tioops, and consideiably augmented the body 
of infantry commanded by Fiench officers, and known by the 
name of Raymond’s corps 

The corps of Raymond had been in the seivice of the Nizam 
befoie the last war with Tippoo Sultaun, and m 1792, when it 
served with Lord Cornwallis’s army, its sti ength Avas not gi eater 
than 1,500 men at the highest estimation, and its discipline very 
defective At the battle of Kurdlah, in 1795, sti ength 

amounted to about 11,000 men During the lebelhon of Ah 
Jah, and m a variet}'’ of semce in which the corps has since been 
employed, it has acquired expeiience and skill, and it is now 
composed of thirteen regiments of two battalions each, amount- 
ing in the whole to upwards of 14,000 men Its discipline, ac- 
cording to every lecent account, is veiy consideiably impioved, 
insomuch that, although inferior to oui native force, it is said to 
be superior, in neaily an equal proportion, to the ordinary scale 
of the infantry in the service of any of the Native Powers Be- 
sides field pieces to each regiment, a park of 40 pieces of 
ordnance, chiefly brass, from la to 36 poundeis, with a well- 
trained body of artillery men (including a number of Euiopeans) 
IS attached to the corps A foundation has also been laid foi 
raising a body of cavalry to act wuth the coips of infantry The 
chief officers of this corps are all Frenchmen of the most virulent 
principles of jacobinism ; many of the privates served originally 
with the French native force at Pondicheriy, and the whole corps 
constitutes an aimed Fiench party of great power, zeal, and 
activity The efforts of this party aie continually employed 
to magnify the poAver, lesouices and success of France, and to 
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depieciate the chaiacter, force, and credit of Great Britain in the 
eyes of the Court at Hyderabad , and it appears by authentic 
intelligence, that wherever any detachment of this corps has 
been stationed for any considerable time, a most unfavourable 
impression has been produced against the character of the 
Biitish nation 

The death of Monsieur Raymond, which happened a few 
months past, appeared likely to impair the influence of this corps 
at the Court of Hyderabad ; and accordingly Azi'm ul Omra 
took that opportunity to resume the large Jaghire which had 
been allotted foi the pay and maintenance of the corps, but an- 
other Frenchman of the name of Peron has succeeded to the 
command his disposition is described to be violent and brutal , 
and his principles do not appear to differ essentially from those 
of Raymond The corps, as now constituted, forms the most 
considerable and only efficient part of the Nizam’s military 
establishment, and retains such a degree of ascendancy over the 
councils of the Nizam, as to be an object of serious alarm to 
Azim ul Omra ^ This corps has been recruited, in the propor- 
tion of one-third of its total numbers from our territories, and 
from those of the Nabob of Arcot, and partly from deserters 
abandoning our service 

Distinct proof has been given of the assiduity and success of 
the emissaries employed by Monsieur Baptiste (the second in 
command to Monsieur Peron, and stated to be of a very design- 
ing and artful character) for the purpose of exciting mutiny and 
sedition, and of inviting desertion amongst our sepoys stationed 
on the frontier of the Nizam’s dominions A considerable 
desertion of our troops took place m that quarter some time 
ago, and nearly 5°° men, with several native officers, who 
deserted on that occasion, are now serving m Monsieur Peron’s 
corps The repeated applications of our Resident for the 
surrender of these deserters have hitherto been frustrated by the 
prevailing influence of Monsieur Peron and of his army, and by 
the weakness of the Nizam’s Government, which Azim ul Omra 
has declared to be unable to control the overbeanng spirit and 


^ In addition to the command of this corps, M Raymond had the 
entire conduct of the Nizam's Ordnance, with an allowance of 50,000 
rupees monthly, the Oidnance has since been placed under the com- 
mand of M Peron, and he derives great influence from so important 
a charge 
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of intrigue, which would lead it to mix in every disti action of 
the State, if not to originate internal confusion, must be con- 
sidered as a circumstance of positive weakness in the frame of 
the Government of Hyderabad. Azim ul Omia is fully aware 
of the magnitude of this evil, and dieads the growth of a party 
which he can no longer restrain within any bounds of modera- 
tion, and which already threatens to subvert his power, and to 
disturb the regular order of succession, if not to destroy the 
throne itself With respect to our interests, and to the value of 
our defensive alliance under the treaty of Pangul, the change in 
the Nizam’s military estabhshments places him in a condition 
worse than that of absolute inefficiency, and renders the Couit 
of Hydeiabad a source of additional strength to our enemies, 
rather than of useful assistance to any bianch of the Triple 
Alliance The dangers to be apprehended from the existence 
of Peron’s coips are not to be estimated merely by the actual 
state of Its discipline, of its numbers, or of its influence over 
the councils of the Nizam our views of this danger must be 
extended beyond the present moment. The French army at 
Hyderabad must be considered not only as a powerful aid to 
the cause of France m the present crisis, but as the basis of a 
permanent French faction m India , on which, according to the 
opportunities of fortune, and the variation of circumstances and 
of events, the activity of the enemy may establish a strength of 
the most formidable kind, either m peace or war. 

It requires no labour of argument to prove the benefits which 
must be deiived to the cause of France, even in time of peace, 
from the establishment of an army of 14,000 men, commanded 
by natives of France, m the heart of the dominions of one of our 
pimcipal allies, in the vicinity of our most active enemy among 
the native powers, and on the borders of a vulneiable part of our 
own dominions In the event of peace, no more convenient 
channel could be provided foi the intrigues of France, no more 
useful point of union foi the numerous adherents to her pnn- 
ciples, and emissaiies of her designs And it cannot be doubted, 
that the natural effect of the unchecked and rapid growth of 
such an army at the Court of the Nizam must be, to detach that 
Court from our interests, and to fix it absolutely in those of our 
enemy. 

But in the event of a war with Tippoo Sultaun, or in the still 
more aggravated case of a war with him, aided by a French 
force, what assistance can we expect from the Nizam, the main 
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body of whose army is commanded by the correspondents of 
TippoOj natives of France, distinguished by their zeal in the 
cause of that country, and united with the whole body of French 
adventurers now established in India ^ 

Under such circumstances, the force of the Nizam would be- 
come useless and even dangerous to us, precisely m proportion to 
the exigency of the case, in which we should require its services 
If the French troops of the Nizam did not afford Tippoo open 
assistance, at least they could not be brought into the field 
against him without the utmost danger to our cause , nor could 
they be suffered to remain in the Deccan during the continuance 
of the contest, unless checked by the presence of an equally 
powerful force, which must, in that case, be diverted from the 
objects of the war, and must operate as a positive diminution of 
our effective strength m the field It appears however nearly 
certain, that in the present weak state of the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment, the French corps m his service would openly join Tippoo 
Sultaun, and by a sudden blow, endeavour to seize the Nizam’s 
territories, and to secure them to the dominion of France, under 
an alliance offensive and defensive with Tippoo Sultaun This 
danger is aggravated by the present position of Scindiah’s army, 
and by the disposition and present views of that Chief , he now 
entertains a large ‘body of infantry in his service under the com- 
mand of a French officer, and it might be expected that he 
would readily engage with Tippoo Sultaun (with whom he is 
supposed to have lately opened a negociation) and with the 
French, upon the conditions of a partition of the territories and 
authority of the Peishwa and of the Nizam The junction which 
might thus be effected by the French officers in the several 
armies of the Nizam, of Scindiah, and of Tippoo, might establish 
the power of France in India upon the rums of the States of 
Poonah and of the Deccan Under all these circumstances 
therefore it is evident, that the Court of Hyderabad in its present 
condition (whatever may be its disposition to use every effort 
for our assistance) is not only disqualified from co-operating with 
us as an ally against Tippoo, but furnishes him with powerful 
means of prosecuting his designs against us, and offers every 
temptatio'n to the ambition of France 

Such being the condition of the Nizam, it will be found that 
the Peishwa, who forms another branch of the triple alliance 
against Tippoo Sultaun, is not more able to fulfil his defensive 
engagements with us. 
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The precise situation m winch the Mahratta Empire stood 
after the peace of Seringapatam, was the most favourable to 
oui interests the several co-estates weie then so equally- 
balanced as to prevent any dangti of that degree of union which 
might concenter the formidable foice of the whole m one con- 
solidated mass, either against the British possessions, or against 
any othei established power m India , nor had any one member 
of the Empire attained such a degiee of strength as to be able 
singly to encounter oui force On the other hand, the Peishwa, 
the acknowledged and constitutional head of this extensive 
confederation, aided by the abilities of his Minister Nana Fui- 
navese, possessed a sufficient influence over seveial of the 
leading Chiefs to rendei him a respectable ally, and to furnish 
him with the means of bunging a considerable foice into the 
field 

From the peiiod of the peace of Seringapatam to that of the 
death of Mahda Row, the dangci appears to have been, that the 
addiess of Nana might have diawn too great a weight into the 
scale of the Peishwa’s power, and have enabled the Government 
of Poonah to wield tlie united foice of the whole Mahratta 
Empiie At the battle of Kurdlah the Peishwa was assisted 
against the Nizam by the contingents of most of the confederate 
chieftains of the Mahiatta Empire, and the power of the Nizam 
was gieatly endangered m that state of the Peishwa’s authoiity 
and foice But Nana’s ambition oi jealousy having induced 
him, upon the sudden death of Mahda Row, to attempt the 
distuibance of the regular ordei of succession by mtiuding an 
adopted child upon the throne, opened the way to those suc- 
cessive intrigues and revolutions which for some time past have 
distracted the Mahiatta Empire, Without pui suing the various 
changes and convulsions of the Government of Poonah during 
the period described, it is sufficient to observe, that then pro- 
gress naturally tended to weaken the Sovereign powei, and has 
terminated in the imprisonment of Nana, in the rum of his 
influence, and m the suspension of the power and authority of 
the leignmg Peishwa, under circumstances which menace the 
abolition of his office 

Scmdiah, who m this changeable scene has alternately taken 
part with the present Peishwa and with Nana, has at length 
overpowered both, and has been for some time past so far 
master of the Government of Poonah, tliat the Peishwa could 
not, in his present condition, command the co-operation of any 



TIPPOO HAS BEEN NURSING HIS STRENGTH, 


38 

considerable body of the Mahratta chieftains, nor afford us any 
assistance against Tippoo Sultaun 

During the course of the events which have contributed to 
weaken and degrade the Governments of Poonah and Hyder- 
abad, their mutual animosities and opposition of inteiests have 
risen to such a height as to lendci all co-opeiation between them 
utterly impracticable The efficiency of our system of defensive 
alliance against Tippoo Sultaun has theiefoie been impaired, 
not only by the respective weakness of each of oui allies, but 
by the difficulty of uniting them in any common view or joint 
operation 

In the meanwhile Tippoo Sultaun has enjoyed a state of 
internal tranquillity nearly uninterrupted While our allies 
have been distracted and exhausted by faction, lebellion, invo- 
lution and war, he has been employed m impioving the dis- 
cipline of his armies, and in icpainng the vigour of his le- 
sources, he has alternately endeavouied, but without success, to 
gain the Peishwa and the Nizam to his cause , he however pos- 
sesses a consideiable influence at the Court of Hyderabad, m 
consequence of his connections with the corps of Raymond, and 
with other factions adveise to the British interests at that 
Court It IS also known, that he despatched an embassy to 
Zemaun Shah, whose design of invading Hindostan has been 
recently announced in a foimal manner to this Government, 
and to the Nabob Vizier 

That Zemaun Shah really entei tains the lomantic pioject 
of invading Hindostan cannot admit of a doubt, this was the 
opinion of the late Governor Geneial, in which I entirely 
concur 

It has been supposed that Zemaun Shah, in his late march 
towards Hindostan, was recalled fiom Lahore into his own 
dominions, either by some domestic dissention, or by the appre- 
hension of an attack from some of the States in the neighbour- 
hood of his Kingdom And it was hoped that the same causes 
might for some time obstiuct the execution of his declaied pro- 
ject, but the last despatches from the Acting Resident at the 
Court of Scindiah state a leport, that Zemaun Shah is now 
relieved from all apprehensions, eithei of inteinal rebellion or of 
toreign invasion, and his inclination as well as his ability, to 
move his army towards the frontier of Hindostan, at the close 
of the lainy season, are now universally credited It must be 
Tecoliected, that upon a recent occasion, Zemaun Shah advanced 
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to Lahoie without meeting any formidable opposition from the 
Seiksj although it had foimeily been asseited, that the country 
of the Seiks would always piove an insuperable obstacle to his 
piogress. Between the countiy of the Seiks and the fiontier 
of Oude no bairiei exists to check the motions of the Shah, 
excepting the power of Scmdiah The dominions of Scindiah 
at present aie so weakened by internal dissentions as to be in 
a state nearly defenceless, while Scindiah continues at Poonah 
with the main body of his arm)^, and while his tiibutary Chiefs, 
remaining m Hmdostan, aie notoriously disaffected to his cause, 
and are prepared to seize any favouiable opportunity of anni- 
hilating his power 

Zemaun Shah cannot be ignoiant of these advantages, and if 
they should tempt him to invade Hmdostan, the diversion of 
oui foice which would be occasioned by such an event, would 
offer the most favouiable oppoitunity to an attack fiom Tippoo 
upon the Cainatic It is not improbable that the object of the 
intercouise between Tippoo and Zemaun Shah was, (on the part 
of the former at least) some such plan of joint operation. 

The present position of Dowlut Rao Semdiah’s army, operates 
as a double advantage to the cause of Tippoo The absence of 
Scmdiah from his dominions in Hmdostan, invites the invasion 
of Zemaun Shah and favours its success , while the presence of 
Scindiah’s aimy at Poonah holds both our allies m check The 
weight of Tippoo’s powei in the geneial balance, must therefore 
be considered to have received an augmentation, not only by 
the dedal ed projects of Zemaun Shah, and by the possibility of 
then (at least limited) success, but by the operations of Scmdiah 
in addition to all the othei events which have concuiied to 
impair the efficiency of our defensive alliance 

In the mean while, the Government of Foit St Geoige, whose 
peculiar duty it is to watch the operations of Tippoo Sultaun, 
and to communicate to me every circumstance relating to the 
growth of his power, have distinctly stated m then lettei of the 
roth of July, that ‘his resources arc more prompt than oui 
own, and that a gieat part of his aimy is supposed to have long 
been in a state of field equipment’ So sensible indeed is the 
Government of Foit St Geoige to the terror of Tippoo Sultaun’s 
arms, as to be apprehensive of making any effort for lesisting 
their progress, lest Tippoo should anticipate the tardiness of our 
preparations by the lapidity of his own, and should overrun the 
Carnatic, befoie our aimy could even move for its defence 
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It is difficult to describe the pain and regret, which that letter 
from the Government of Fort St George occasioned in my mind, 
nor can I conceive that it is calculated to raise any other emo- 
tions in the mind of any friend to the prosperity of the British 
interests, or to the honoui of the British name in India If the 
facts and arguments stated m that letter be coriect, it must now 
be admitted, that the glorious successes of the last war in 
Mysore, the wisdom which balanced the relative interests and 
foices of the belligerent powers at the conclusion of Peace, and 
finally the great expense incurred by the Company in the pro- 
gressive inciease of then militaiy establishments on the coast, 
have terminated m no better result, than to render Tippoo’s 
power absolutely invincible, and to place the disposal of our fate 
in his hands Foi if the sentiments of the Government of Fort 
St George, be founded upon a just estimate of the relative con- 
ditions of Tippoo Sultaun and of the Company in India, he 
possesses the leady means of attack, while we cannot venture 
to resoit even to those of defence, but, with a full knowledge 
of his hostility, of his offensive alliance publicly concluded with 
the enemy, and of his continual and advanced preparations for 
wai , we must submit to remain unarmed, because any attempt 
to counteiact his design might possibly accelerate its execution 
This aigument against the piudence of picparing for our defence 
would become stionger cveiy day in proportion to the progress 
of Tippoo’s hostile pi eparations , until at length, we should be 
reduced to the alternative either of implicit submission, or of 
incurring a much greater iisk than any, which can now be appie- 
hended from assembling oui defensive foice Although I am 
not disposed to adopt the sentiments of the Government of Fort 
St George on this subject, I acknowledge with great concern 
those defects m the militaiy establishments on the coast, which 
will not admit any large piopoition of that army to move for 
several months, those defects ceitainly constitute so many 
additional advantages m the scale of Tippoo’s powei , and m 
this view, they become objects of the most serious consideiation, 
and form a principal feature of the danger which it is the duty 
of this Government to aveit, by counsels of another spiiit, than 
that of despondency, and by measures of another character, than 
that of inaction, or of implicit submission to the will of the 
enemy 

I have now examined the principal causes of that danger, as 
they are to be traced in the variable course of events since the 
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peace of Sermgapatam , the nature of our actual situation, 
arising fiom the combined effects of these causes, will best 
appear, by a summary review of the facts which I have already 
enumeiated m detail 

Tippoo Sultaun having manifested the most hostile intentions 
towards us, possesses an aimy of which a considerable poition 
is now m readiness to take the field for pui poses of offence , he 
has inci eased the number of his French officers, and has solicited, 
and may possibly leceive further assistance from the French , 
he may also receive assistance from the several coips com- 
manded by Flench officers in the seivice of the Nizam, of 
Scmdiah, and of many other native powers He may be assisted 
by the invasion of Zemaun Shah, and by the direct co-operation 
of Scmdiah On the other hand, our protecting foice upon the 
coast of Coromandel cannot be put in motion within a shorter 
period than three, (or according to the Adjutant General 
Lieutenant Colonel Close, than six) months, even for the purpose 
of defending the Cainatic, our allies in the mean while, are 
uttcily unable to fulfil their defensive engagements with us, 
the Peishwa being depressed and kept m check by the intrusion 
of Scmdiah, and the Nizam by the vicinity of that chieftain’s 
army, and by the overbeaimg influence of an aimy commanded 
by Flench officeis, and established in the centre of the Deccan 
While we remain m this situation, without a soldier prepaied 
to take the field m the Carnatic, and without an ally to assist 
our opeiations m the event of an attack from Tippoo, we leave 
the fate of the Carnatic to the discretion of Tippoo , we suffer 
the cause of France to acquire hourly accessions of strength m 
every quarter of India , we abandon our allies the Nizam and 
the Peishwa to the mercy of Tippoo and of Scmdiah m con- 
junction with the French , and we leave to France the ready 
means of obtaining a large territorial revenue, and a peimanent 
establishment m the Deccan, founded upon the destruction of 
our alliances 

Under all these circumstances the situation of the British 
empire in India is, without doubt, extremely critical, but m my 
opinion, by no means alarming For m the very difficulties of 
our actual situation are to be found the means, not only of 
averting the danger of the present moment, but of providing 
permanent secuiity against the future return of a similar ciisis 
A common apprehension of the designs of Scmdiah has foi- 
tunately produced an union of interests between the Govern- 
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ments of Poonah and Hyderabad , and notwithstanding some 
occasional symptoms of that spirit of duplicity and intrigue 
which marks the character of every Asiatic Court, Azim ul 
Omra and the ministeis of the Peishwa seem to be sinceiely 
convinced, that a renewal of amicable engagements between the 
Peishwa and the Nizam is equally necessary to the safety of 
both On the one hand it appears, that the Peishwa cannot 
expect to be speedily emancipated, or effectually defended from 
the undue influence of Scmdiah, without the assistance of the 
Nizam , and on the other hand, it is evident, that the restoration 
of the just power and authoiity of the Peishwa would operate 
as a constant restraint on the designs of Scmdiah, of Tippoo, 
and of the Fiench against the independence of the Court of 
Hyderabad Under these ciicumstances it appeared to me that 
neither the Peishwa nor the Nizam would be likely to view with 
jealousy any assistance which we might think it advisable to 
affoid to either, for the purpose of reviving the triple alliance 
against Tippoo on its oiiginal basis, and of enabling the con- 
tacting paities to fulfil then respective engagements This 
expectation constituted a fundamental principle of my instruc- 
tions to the Residents at Poonah and Hyderabad, of the 8th of 
July Their subsequent correspondence has furnished abundant 
proof, that my view of the disposition of the two courts was not 
erroneous , since it appears, that while I was occupied in framing 
a system of measures for uniting the Nizam and the Peishwa 
upon the firm ground of their reciprocal interests, a treaty was 
actually concluded between those two powers at Poonah, with 
a view to the same object , the ratification of this treaty on the 
part of the Nizam, has been delayed by Azim ul Omra , but 
there appears every reason to hope, that the interposition of our 
arbitration will accommodate every point of difference. Our 
arbitration has already been earnestly solicited by both parties, 
and I am persuaded that it will be both acceptable and 
efficacious whenever it shall be interposed 

The increasing alarm excited at the Court of Hyderabad, by 
the intemperate conduct of M Piron and of the French army, 
would dispose Azim ul Omra to receive with gratitude any offer 
of assistance towards the destruction of so powerful and dan- 
gerous a faction , and the existing jealousies between the French 
officers, would facilitate the dismission of the corps Azim ul 
Omia has recently expressed in the strongest terms his wish of 
being enabled, by our assistance, to accomplish this most de- 
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sirable measure. The only obstacles which appear likely to 
occur to a general accommodation, are the impetuosity and 
violence of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, whose continuance m his 
present position would opeiate as an effectual assistance to Tip- 
poo, and would preclude the possibility of restoring either the 
Peishwa or the Nizam to any degree of efficiency or considera- 
tion But the absence of Scmdiah from his own dominions, and 
the ungovernable excesses of his temper, (however to be lamented 
as having contributed to those events which have impaired the 
power of our allies,) have at the same time weakened the sources 
of his own power, have occasioned a spirit of faction and revolt 
m his own dominions, and have disgusted all the ancient friends 
and connections of his family, together with every respectable 
adheient to his cause His violence towaids the female lelations 
'of his family has raised a considerable paity against him 
amongst his own followers , and his signal treachery in the im- 
prisonment of Nana, fiom which he hoped to derive the free use 
of Nana’s tieasure, has terminated in rendeimg that resource in- 
accessible to him, at the very moment when it is most indis- 
pensable to his necessities He is therefore now suriounded by an 
army clamorous foi pay, is destitute of pecuniary resouice, and is 
unsupported by any one respectable friend His principal minister, 
a pel son of considerable experience, and bearing the highest 
character of any of his followeis, has expressed to the Resident 
at Poonah m the most distinct terms an entire disapprobation of 
Scindiah’s late conduct, and an earnest wish for an accommoda- 
tion between Scmdiah and the Peishwa thiough our mediation, 
and for the peaceable leturn of Scmdiah to his dominions m Hm- 
dostan , Scmdiah himself has manifested no disinclination to re- 
ceive the advice of the Resident at Poonah , whose disci etion has 
hitherto limited the extent of his interference , but from what has 
aheady passed, it is leasonable to hope, that Scmdiah, in the pre- 
sent distressed state of his affairs, will give a favorable attention 
to any just and moderate proposition, urged with the full autho- 
rity of his Government In the mean while, the thieatened in- 
vasion of Zemaun Shah offers a new motive to recal Scindiah 
to the protection of his own dominions, and he must be sensible 
not only that his security, m the event of such an invasion, must 
depend m a great measure on the co-operation of the British 
troops, but that m the piesent disturbed condition of his posses- 
sions and of his army, we hold his fate m our hands 

In this posture of affans, any opposition to our interfeience 
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foi the le-establishment of our alliances, would be equally 
ineffectual and unjustifiable on the part of Scindiah , and 
various considerations of policy and interest will concur to lender 
him cautious of taking any step, which might affoid us just 
cause of offence The last despatches fiom Poonah afford a 
hope that Nana Furnaveese and the Peishwa may find it their 
interest to forget then mutual animosity, any accommodation 
between them would lead greatly to facilitate an ariangement, 
embracing the respective interests of the Peishwa, of Scmdiah, 
and of the Nizam 

Such aie the ciicumstances of the piesent moment, which 
appeal to me to favoi the execution of that comprehensive 
system of precaution and defence demanded by the exigency of 
our actual situation The mode in which I have endeavoured to 
carry this system into effect has been suggested by the following 
considerations The Couit of Hyderabad has lepeatedly and 
earnestly solicited an increase of the British detachment in the 
service of the Nizam, under an assuiance that the French corps 
of Piron would be dismissed fiom his Highness’s service imme- 
diately upon the aiiival of the additional British force This 
proposition has hitherto been embariassed by conditions of a 
nature incompatible with our engagements at Poonah, and the late 
dissentions between the Nizam and the Peishwa have precluded 
all hope of any amicable adjustment of this difficulty. It was 
therefore thought advisable by the late Governor-General in 
Council to lesort to the expedient of encouraging the introduction 
of Biitish adventurers into the service of the Nizam, for the pur- 
pose of counterbalancing m some measure the influence of the 
Flench army at Hyderabad With this view, the corps com- 
manded by Mr Fmglass has received the protection and en- 
couragement of the Acting Resident, and has been augmented to 
the number of 8,000 men 

The policy of this expedient always appealed to me very 
doubtful, and I have entertained seiious apprehensions that the 
measure might ultimately furnish additional lecruits to the cause 
of France, instead of counteracting her influence In the most 
favorable view, however, this expedient could only be considered 
as a palliative of the evil it could not be expected that such 
a force as that of Mr Fmglass would enable the Nizam to dis- 
band the corps of Piron , it must therefore have been evident at 
all times, that nothing less than a considerable and permanent 
increase of our regular subsidiary force at Hyderabad could em- 
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power the Nizam to extricate himself from the hands of the 
French faction, so solidly established in his dominions 

I have already stated my reasons for thinking that the inci ease 
of the Biitish detachment at Hyderabad would no longer afford 
any cause of jealousy to the Peishwa , and under all these cir- 
cumstances, I have availed myself of the late conduct of Tippoo 
and of Scmdiah, to propose that measure, subject in the first 
instance to the previous consent of the Court of Poonah I have 
accompanied this proposition with a condition, that the arbi- 
tration of this Government shall be accepted for the final adjust- 
ment of the points of difference still remaining between the two 
Courts These points are now so few, and the requisitions of 
the Court of Hyderabad of a nature so just and moderate, that 
I entertain a confident expectation of effecting an accommodation 
upon principles equally advantageous to both parties 

I have already observed that one of the most dangerous cir- 
cumstances attending the establishment of the French party at 
Hyderabad, is the influence which they are likely to possess in 
directing the succession to the throne, whenever it shall become 
vacant by the death of the Nizam 

Secunder Jah, the eldest son of the Nizam, would be the 
natural successor, unless the regular order of succession should 
be disturbed by domestic faction, foreign intrigue, or force , for, 
although priority of birth may not be considered to give the 
same absolute and exclusive right to succession m India as it 
does in Europe, it is invariably deemed the strongest title, 
and IS rarely superseded excepting m case of disaffection, or of 
positive disqualification So far from these or any other ob- 
jections being applicable to the title of Secunder Jah, it is well 
known that the Nizam has given the strongest indications of his 
favorable intentions towards Secunder Jah, by entrusting that 
Prince with the custody of his Seal, and by empowering him to 
perform ceitam acts which are reserved exclusively for the 
Sovereign This admission to the personal exercise of a portion 
of the sovereign authority during the life of the Nizam is deemed 
equivalent to a virtual nomination to the throne , and there is 
no reason to suppose that the Nizam will nominate any of his 
younger sons to the exclusion of the heir apparent, unless his 
Highness should be prevailed upon in the weakness of his last 
moments to commit an act of such flagrant impolicy and in- 
justice. 

Secunder Jah is connected by mariiage with the family of 
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Azim ul Omra, and his establishment upon the throne would 
give great additional security to the British interests at the 
Couit of Hyderabad on the other hand, none of the younger 
sons can hope to reach the throne by any other assistance than 
that of the French party, and of Tippoo Sultaun Sufficient 
proof has been stated of the interest which Tippoo and the 
Flench take in the exclusion of Secunder Jah, and of the 
attempts which they have already made to interfere m governing 
the succession These attempts may be renewed, and their 
success would necessarily involve the destruction of Azim ul 
Omra and of Secunder Jah, together with the consequent anni- 
hilation of the Biitish influence at Hyderabad, all hope of 
re-establishing the balance of powei in India as it existed at the 
peace of Sermgapatam, would then be precluded , the countries of 
the Nizam would in such an event become in effect a dependency 
of Fiance, and the partizans of that nation, m conjunction with 
Tippoo, and with the body of their countrymen lately received 
into his paj^, would have the means of endangering the British 
power m India 

Under all these circumstances, the same pimciples which 
suggested the necessity of increasing the British detachment 
at Hyderabad, demanded that it should be employed to support 
the succession of Secunder Jah, as being essentially connected 
with the permanency of our influence at Hydeiabad, and with 
the effectual exclusion of the interference of Tippoo and of 
France 

I have therefore authorised the Resident at Hyderabad to 
employ the British troops in this service, if their assistance 
should hereafter become necessary, but I am persuaded that 
the mere presence of oui force, accompanied by the knowledge 
of my firm determination to suppoit the regular order of suc- 
cession, will pieclude every movement either of foreign or do- 
mestic opposition 

The arrangements proposed for the service of the Nizam 
will be very incomplete, unless connected with the restoration 
of the Peishwa to a due degree of authoiity and power, and 
preceded by the cordial approbation of the Court of Poonah 
But the gieat dangei to be aveited is the growth of the influence 
of Tippoo and of France in India It is therefore evident, that 
the failure of the proposed plan at Poonah would increase the 
necessity of pioviding for the safety of the Nizam, and of de- 
stroying the Flench party at his Court. If, therefore, the 
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Peishwa should eithef lefuse his assent to the propositions to 
be made to him, or if from the success of Scindiah’s operations, 
or from any other cause, those measures which relate to the 
Court of Poonah should be frustrated, I have still deemed it 
advisable to direct the Acting Resident at Hyderabad to cany 
into effect the increase of the British detachment, and such 
other parts of my instructions as may appeal practicable, re- 
serving always to the Peishwa the power of acceding hereafter 
to any treaty which we may conclude with the Nizam, and 
continuing with that view the lestrictive terms of our present 
subsidiary engagements with the latter, as far as they relate to 
the interests of the Peishwa The dismission of the French 
corps at Hydeiabad would not fully answer the views with 
which I have proposed that measure, if the officers or European 
privates were permitted to enter into the service of any other 
native power, although I should think them less dangerous m 
any service than in that of the Nizam I have endeavoured not 
only to secure the expulsion of the French from Hyderabad, 
but also their immediate return to their native country I have 
therefore required that the French officers and privates should 
be delivered up to the Government of Fort St George, m order 
that they may be immediately conveyed to Europe , the Nizam 
IS under no engagements either with the Government of Fiance 
or with the French officers to continue them in his service, and 
he possesses the full right to dismiss them whenever he shall 
think fit The exorbitant power which M Piron and his army 
have acquired at Hyderabad, as well as their immoderate abuse 
of it, will justify the Nizam in taking whatever measures may 
appear most effectual for the purpose of securing himself against 
a faction so formidable not only to the independence of his 
Government, but to the safety of his own person, and to the 
existence of his throne With the same view, I have made it 
a preliminary condition of the whole plan, that the Nizam, his 
heirs and successors shall for ever exclude the French from their 
armies and dominions 

The corps of Mr. Fmglass, after the establishment of a con- 
siderable British force at Hyderabad, will no longer be liable 
to the full force of the objections which I have stated against 
the policy of encouraging such a body of adventurers in the 
service of the Nizam ; this question, however, does not lequire 
an immediate decision , we shall possess ample means of deciding 
it according to our discretion, if oui propositions to the Court of 
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Hyderabad should be attended with success. The consent of 
the Nizam to such parts of the proposed arrangements as relate 
to the re-estabhshment of the Government of Poonah is required 
as a necessaiy preliminary to the inciease of the British detach- 
ment at Hyderabad , my intentions being to take no step m the 
first instance at either Court without the full knowledge and 
concuirence of the other, a pimciple, the strict observance of 
which to every degree of practicable extent, appears to me to be 
the only effectual mode of removing all causes of jealousy, of 
uniting the confidence of both parties, and of bringing them to 
a dispassionate consideration of then mutual interests 

The parts of the proposed arrangement which relate to the 
re-estabhshment of the Government of Poonah were suggested 
by Colonel Palmer’s letter of ist of June, m which he states 
‘that the authoiity of the Peishwa would be restored by the 
appeaiance of a stiong Biitish force at Poonah, and that Scmdiah, 
under the circumstances of Tippoo’s lecent aggression, could on 
no just pretence object to such a movement of our troops, nor 
m his present condition be able to oppose it ’ 

The whole tenor of the subsequent advices from Poonah tended 
to confirm this opinion for while it appeared evidently im- 
possible that the authoiity of the Peishwa could be restoied other- 
wise than by foi eign assistance, there seemed to be every rational 
ground of expectation, that the mere appeaiance of our troops 
would induce all the leading Chieftains of the Mahratta empire 
to unite m support of the Peishwa, and that such an event would 
not be unacceptable even to the followers of Scmdiah The 
Peishwa himself has earnestly solicited the aid of a body of oui 
troops, and has expressed the fullest sense of the necessity, as 
well as reliance on the efficacy of such a measure for the restora- 
tion of his authority and for the piotection of his person 

On the other hand, the danger of the Peishwa inci eased from 
day to day, the assistance which he had solicited from the Nizam 
was not likely to reach him before his fate had been decided , 
and the expectation even of any assistance from the Court of 
Hyderabad, notwithstanding the conclusion of the late treaty, 
appeared to rest on a very precarious foundation In this 
situation, the direct interposition of this Government by moving 
a detachment of troops to Poonah was the only measure on 
which we could rely with any degiee of ceitamty for averting the 
immediate destiuction of our interests at that Court 

The Resident at Poonah was therefore authorized to require 
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a detachment of tioops from Bombay, but previously to so 
decided a step, it was deemed proper that the Resident should 
^ require of the Peishwa his consent to the increase of the British 
detachment at Hyderabad, his acceptance of our arbitration 
between the Couits of Poonah and Hydeiabad, and his exclusion 
of the French from his armies and dominions 

With a view of seeming the lasting benefit of this arrangement 
at the Court of Poonah, it is intended that a proposal shall be 
made to the Peishwa to entei into permanent subsidiary engage- 
ments with us of a similar nature and extent with those which 
shall be concluded at the Court of Hydeiabad 

With the same view, the Resident at Poonah has been directed 
to take such measures as may appear to him most likely to 
interest Nana Fuinaveese in the success of this general ariange^- 
ment of the afiaiis of the two Couits 

The last despatches from Poonah afford every reason to hope, 
that the abilities and experience of Nana may be successfully 
employed by Colonel Palmer in effecting the retuin of Scindiah 
to his own dominions, and the consequent restoration of the 
Teishwa 

The impediments which Scindiah opposes to the success of 
this arrangement will probably disappear whenever the union of 
the two Couits, cemented by our mtei position, shall become 
a mattei of public notoriety 

The treasure of Nana is the only resource m which Scindiah 
can find the means of appeasing the clamours of his discontented 
army, and Colonel Palmer will avail himself of any favourable 
opportunity of connecting the interests of Nana with those of 
Scindiah and of the Peishwa, in such a manner as shall enable 
Scindiah to retire with safety into his own dominions, without af- 
fording him the power of effecting any other military movement 
Being desirous of conciliating the real interests of all parties, 
I have instructed Colonel Palmer to make the most amicable 
propositions to Scindiah, and to urge the policy of his return to 
his own dominions by pointing out their actual danger during 
his absence, by offer mg our co-operation against the menaced 
invasion of Zemaun Shah, and our mediation with the Courts of 
Poonah and Hyderabad , and I have made the consent of those 
Courts to our mediation of their respective differences with 
Scindiah an indispensable preliminary of the arrangements 
which regard the restoration of their own independence Scin- 
diah cannot reject our propositions on any ground which, would 

E 
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not immediately place him m the rank of a declaied enemy to 
ns, and of an avowed auxiliary to Tippoo Sultaun 

In this case, therefore, we must have recourse to compulsion ; 
and I have authorized the Resident at Poonah to use it in the 
last and, I trust improbable, extremity 

Such are the measures which I have proposed, with a view to 
restore the efficiency of our alliances, and to check the growth 
of the French party m the Deccan 

I have already stated the reasons which convinced me (against 
the opinion of the Government of Fort St George) that the 
assembling the army on the coasts of Coromandel and Malabar, 
and at Bombay, was absolutely indispensable to the defence of 
the Carnatic, under the circumstance of Tippoo’s declared 
designs and acknowledged preparations for war. 

The fatal policy of neglecting to keep pace with the forward- 
ness of the enemy’s equipments has been felt more than once on 
the coast of Coiomandel, and, I repeat it, I cannot, consistently 
with any sentiment of duty, consent to rest the security of the 
Carnatic, in the present crisis, on any othei foundation than 
a state of active and early preparation foi war. But if I had 
looked only to the success of those measures which are now 
depending at the Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad (measures 
essentially involving our present and future means of checking 
the implacable enmity of Tippoo), I should on that ground 
alone have proposed to assemble the army upon the coast of 
Coromandel, at Bombay, and upon the coast of Malabar 

It IS impossible to suppose that Tippoo would not employ 
every effort to prevent the revival of oui defensive alliances , and 
it would, therefore, be nearly certain that his advanced'^state of 
preparation for war, and his renewed connection with the French, 
would tempt him to interfere m the affairs of the Nizam and of 
the Peishwa, and to assist the views of Scindiah at Poonah, and 
of M Piron’s army at Hyderabad. It therefore became neces- 
sary to check the motions of Tippoo Sultaun, by assembling 
an army upon his frontier during the continuance of our ne- 
gociations with our allies 

I have adverted, m the course of this Minute, to those defects 
in the constitution of the aimy upon the coast which have 
impeded its early movement m the present critical conjuncture 
The measures which I have proposed for the correction of those 
defects are absolutely necessary, m my judgment, to our future 
security m the Carnatic The detail of those measures will 



HOW VIGOUR AND ECONOMH MAY BE COMBINED 


51 

appear in my Minute in the Secret Department of the izoth 
July, and in the lettei to the Government of Foit St. George 
of the same date 

I am fully aware of the expense to be incuired in establishing 
any improved system, which shall enable the army on the coast 
to keep pace with the promptitude of Tippoo’s lesources, and 
to move with an alacrity and expedition equal to his. 

If, however, the proposed mciease of our subsidiary engage- 
ments at Hydeiabad should take place, it is my intention that 
the whole detachment, consisting of three regiments, should be 
furnished from the establishment of Foit St George. The force 
thus stationed at Hyderabad will afford an effectual security to 
the northern Ciicars against Tippoo Sultaun, 01 against any 
other foreign enemy The duty of the Circars will then require 
no largei a proportion of tioops than may be sufficient to main- 
tain the internal police and good ordei of the country It will 
not therefoie be icquisite, in the event of peace, to raise more 
than one regiment at Foit St Geoige, to leplace those serving 
with the Nizam This ariangement will operate as a saving of 
the expense of two legiments upon the establishment at Fort 
St. George, and will fuinish a fund at least adequate to the per- 
manent charges of the new establishments of aitillery, draft 
cattle and giain, which our recent experience has proved to be 
indispensable foi the purpose of enabling the army on the coast 
to take the field expeditiously, on any sudden emergency 

In this view, the restoration of our defensive alliances against 
Tippoo is essentially connected with the impiovement of our 
system of defence in the Cainatic , and the assistance afforded to 
the Nizam will become (without any increase of expense) the source 
of additional vigour and activity to our army upon the coast 
Deeply as I lament the obstacles which have prevented us 
from striking an instantaneous blow against the possessions of 
Tippoo, I expect to deiive considerable advantage from the 
success of that system of piecaution and defence which I have 
been compelled to substitute m place of an immediate war 

The enlaigement of oui subsidiary engagements at the Couit 
of Hyderabad, combined with the establishment of similar en- 
gagements at the Court of Poonah, will become a great aug- 
mentation of our stiength, attended by no inciease of ^charge, 
and possibly by a diminution of our military expenses 

The two detachments will form a consideiable army, stationed 
on the most vulneiable part of Tippoo Sifltaun’s fiontier, in 

E 2, 
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a position which will at all times facilitate our approach to his 
capital, by securing the piotection of our convoys of provisions 
A force so stationed will operate as a perpetual restraint upon 
any movements which Tippoo might be disposed to make towards 
the frontier, either of the Carnatic, of the Northern Circars, or of 
Malabar It will also impede any co-operation between the 
armies of Scindiah and of Tippoo , and will induce the former 
to remain within his own dominions, wheie his motions will 
again be checked by the vicinity of our army on the frontiei 
of Oude 

In such circumstances, it must always be the interest of 
Scindiah to cultivate our friendship in preference to that of the 
French, or of any native power Thus he may become an useful 
ally to us in the event of Zemaun Shah’s appioach to the frontier 
of Hmdostan , and the prospect of that event must render him 
anxious to secure our protection On the other hand, the success 
of his present ambitious and unjustifiable views against the 
Peishwa would fix him in the interests of Tippoo Sultaun and 
of France, with the accession of whatever strength he might be 
able to collect from the lemnants of the empiie which he would 
have overthrown 

The influence which we shall naturally deiive, both at Hyder- 
abad and Poonah, from the presence of so large a body of our 
tioops, will enable us to prevent any aggression on either side, 
by the constant interposition of our good offices with both 
parties, to lestrain every symptom of a revival of their former 
spirit of jealousy and contention 

Our endeavours may then be successfully directed to the 
desirable object of preserving unimpaired the strength and 
lesources of the two powers, on whose co-operation we must lely 
for assistance in the event of any war with the state of Mysore , 
and while we prevent our allies fiom weakening themselves by 
repeated contests, we may expect that such an interfeience in 
the disputes of the native powers, so far from tending to 
foment divisions, and to occasion war, will prove the best security 
for the general tranquillity of India, as well as the most solid 
pledge of our disposition to preserve that blessing from inter- 
luption 

However comprehensive and intricate the proposed system 
may appear at the first view, it will soon be evident to all the 
powers of India, that the fundamental principle of our policy is 
invariably repugnant to eveiy scheme of conquest, extension of 
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dominion, aggrandisement, or ambition, either for oui selves or 
for our allies Consistently with this pimciple, it is our right 
and duty to restoie the vigour and efficiency of our defensive 
alliances , but beyond the limits of this principle, we enteitam 
no project of alteiing the condition, of reducing or of laising the 
power of any established state in India On the other hand, the 
same principle justifies and demands our firm resistance to the 
intrusion of any foreign power which shall attempt to acquire 
a prepondeiant influence in the scale of Indian politics, to the 
prejudice of our defensive alliances, and of our just interests 
The establishment of our subsidized force at Poonah and Hy- 
derabad will afibrd effectual means of guarding, not only against 
any such intrusion, but against the undue growth of any native 
power While we possess so formidable a force in the centre 
of India, no such event can happen without our knowledge and 
consent 

The last question which remains for consideration is, what 
shall be the nature and extent of that demand of satisfaction 
winch we shall make from Tippoo Sultaun, whenever we shall 
have completed the system now depending at the Courts of our 
Allies, and shall have brought our army m the Carnatic to a 
state of prepaiation foi the field ? 

It is evident from the facts which have come under my obsei- 
vation in the course of this discussion, that our safety lequires 
a further i eduction of the relative power of Tippoo Sultaun 

The policy of the Tieaty of Seringapatam certainly was not to 
maintain Tippoo’s power upon such a scale as should leave him 
a constant object of alaim and apprehension to the Company. 
That he has been so for some years past cannot be denied by 
any person acquainted with the records either of this Govern- 
ment or of that of Fort St George The present is the -second 
crisis within the last two yeais, in which this Government has 
thought It necessary to assemble the army on the coast, for the 
sole purpose of checking his motions 

The vague and inaccurate natuie of our intelligence with 
respect to the extent of his force and to the state of his pre- 
parations, added to the facility which he possesses of receiving 
emissaries and succours from France by sea, have contributed 
to increase the anxiety of the Company’s Governments , and 
our mteicouise with him has been of an unsettled and ill defined 
chaiacter, destitute of the advantages either of peace or of war 
Undei such circumstances, the continuance of Tippoo’s power in 
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its actual state, must piove to the Company a perpetual souice 
of alarm, vexation and expense 

The 1 eduction of his means of offence might be effected, either 
by a positive diminution of his teiritoiy and lesouices, oi by 
a proportionate increase of powei and efficiency on oui side of 
the balance, accompanied by such additional securities as might 
enable us to ascertain at all times the nature of his intentions, as 
well as his power of canying them into effect, and to lestrain, if 
not wholly to preclude, his inteicouise AVith Franee 

The diminution of his teiritory on the coast of Malabai, would 
certainly be the most effectual mode of piecludmg his inteicouise 
Avith France, as well as of pi eventing his movements towaids the 
Carnatic But it does not appear probable that this most 
desirable security can evci be obtained by the meie tenor of oui 
aims It must Ido pui chased at the expense and hazard of wai 
Any consideiable i eduction of his resources must probably be 
purchased at the same price. ^ 

I have already stated the natuie and tendency of those steps 
which have been taken, foi confining the power of Tippoo within 
narrower limits by the opeiation of the proposed system of 
alliance, of subsidiary engagements, and of impiovement of our 
defences m the Cainatic. 

The success of this system null unquestionably operate as 
an effectual lestramt upon the powei of Tippoo, and will so 
stiengthen oui bairiers against him as to affoid a lational ex- 
pectation, that Ave may be enabled to obtain fiom him Avithout 
incurring the hazaid of Avar, a very consideiable augmentation of 
security Avith respect to all those points, Aiffiich noAV form the 
most alarming features of his poAver 

I have already stated those points to be, the secrecy of his 
operations, his continual mtercouise AAuth the French, and con- 
stant state of equipment foi Avar 

Our demand of satisfaction for his late infraction of treaty, 
should be so framed as to apply correctives to each of these 
evils, and such a demand might be founded on principles of 
moderation and justice so cleai and indisputable, as AA^ould place 
the refusal of Tippoo m the most odious light, and m that event 
prove to all India the necessity of oui resorting to aims 

We might distinctly state to Tippoo, that Ave entertain no vieAV 
of encroaching upon his territory or of diminishing his i esources , 
and Ave might appeal to the late restoiation of the district of 
Wynaad, foi an unequivocal proof of this disposition. 
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We might declaie, that after a most unprovoked violation of 
tieaty on his part, we do not intend to demand any cession of 
dominion oi payment of money , but will content ourselves with 
obtaining those ordinary pledges of an intention to abstain from 
hostilities, which all civilized nations in a state of peace, are in 
the established habit of requiiing reciprocally from one another; 
we might insist on an unequivocal and final explanation of the 
1 eal nature of our relation with him , declaring, that we will no 
longer submit to that ambiguous and anxious state, in which the 
allies have been placed by his conduct for some years past ; we 
might signify our determined resolution, either to establish with 
him a real and effectual peace, accompanied by the customary 
intercom se, by the mutual exchange of good offices, and by all 
other securities which maintain the continuance of that blessing, 
or to wage wai upon him, until we have removed the causes of our 
apprehension and danger by the entiie destruction of his power 
This declaration might be made jointly by all the allies, and it 
might be followed by lequirmg Tippoo to leceive at his Court 
an established Ambassador from each of the allies, accoidmg to 
the piactice of all civilized nations in a state of peace, offering at 
the same time to admit Ambassadors from him on equal terms 
The force levied by him under his offensive alliance with 
France, having been raised for the expiess purpose of aggression 
upon the Company, can be considered in no other light than 
that of a signal of hostility, while it shall remain in his seivice. 
He must therefore be lequired to disband it without delay, and 
to remove it from his dominions 

The anxious desire of the Fiench to destroy the British power 
in India, the natuie of Tippoo’s acknowledged connection with 
them, and the interest which they must always feel in instigating 
him to war, demand the further requisition, that he should enter 
into an engagement for himself, his heirs and successors, to 
exclude the French from his armies and dominions for ever. 

The advantages lesulting from these concessions on the part 
of Tippoo, would be very considerable. 

The lesidence of an Ambassador at his Court would not only 
restrain the execution of any hostile designs which he might 
hereafter form, but would provide an authentic source of intel- 
ligence, from which we might always derive timely information 
of his motions This measure might also ultimately lead to 
the establishment of an amicable intercourse with Mysore ; for 
Tippoo may perhaps at length be convinced, that his wisest 
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policy would be to lest satisfied with the undisturbed possession 
of his piesent dommions, lathei than to risk the loss of what he 
still retains, by attempting to regain what he has lost 

The dismission of the Fiench corps laised at Mauritius would 
discourage othei adventuieis of that nation fiom attempting to 
engage in the service of the Sultaun , and with a Biitish Am- 
bassador on the spot, it would be difficult foi him to evade the 
engagements by which he would have bound himself to exclude 
the French from his aimics and dominions 

The combined effect of these two measures would theiefoie be, 
if not wholly to pieclude, at least to embaiiass to a very gieat 
degiee his intercom se with our enemy He may also at length 
peiceive that he never can hope to make any lasting impression 
upon the Biitish powci, without the aid of a laige Ficnch foice j 
and that he never can admit such a foice into his dominions, 
without the utmost danger to his own independence 

The revival of oui alliances, the appeal ance of our aimies in 
the field, and the presence of a part of the Biitish squadron on 
the coast of Malabar, will probably incline Tippoo to listen to 
lequisitions of this nature He will soon peiceive that we possess 
ample means of annihilating his military foice, and I trust he 
will also be convinced, that we have no object in view beyond 
oui own security, and that we arc really desirous of maintaining 
the relations of amity and peace with him, as long as he shall 
rest contented with his picscnt dominions, and shall relinquish 
his vindictive pi ojects, against ours 

If Tippoo should accede to the substance of the icquisitions 
which I have suggested, I enteitam a sanguine hope, that with 
the efficiency of the tuple alliance not only restoied but con- 
siderably strengthened, -with a large aimy at Hyderabad, and 
another at Poonah, with a Resident established at Seiingapatam, 
and with the exclusion of the French from the dominions of 
Tippoo Sultaun, of the Nizam, and of the Peishwa, we may be 
enabled to look confidently to a long continuance of tranquillity 
in India The giowth of the Fiench powei in India, would no 
longer be a mattei of appiehension, Scmdiah (or whoever shall 
succeed to his dominions in Hmdostan) would become an useful 
auxiliary against the threatened iiruption of Zemaun Shah , the 
mihtaiy chaiges on the coast of Coromandel, might then safely 
admit of reduction , this Government would not then be per- 
petually alarmed with rumours of Tippoo’s equipments, and of 
impending invasions of the Carnatic. We should no longer 
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suffei in time of peace all the solicitude, and hazaid, and much 
of the expense of war , and the continuance of tianquilhty would 
be ensured not moie by the predominance of our power, than by 
the moderation manifested m using it for the sole purpose of 
obtaining permanent security, and genuine peace 

I am, &c MORNINGTON 


4. The Earl of Mornington to Tippoo Sultaun. 

Proposal to send a7t envoy to compose the q7iarrel 

Foit William, 8th November, 1798 

It affoids me smceie satisfaction to learn that you have 
nominated two peisons of integrity and honour to meet and 
confer with the Deputies appointed, under my oiders, by Mr, 
Duncan (the Governor of Bombay), for the purposes of inves- 
tigating the question regarding the Talooks of Ameera and 
Soulea It is only by means of regular enquiry, and amicable 
discussion, that such questions can be adjusted among inde- 
pendent powers My determination, in the case of Wynaad, 
was dictated by those principles of justice and moderation, 
which always diicct the Company’s Government, nor shall my 
scrupulous adherence to the same principles be less manifest in 
my decision on your claim to the distiicts at piesent in question, 
the possession of which shall not be withholden fiom you for an 
instant if, after full investigation, I shall be satisfied of the justice 
of youi title to them 

It IS a well known truth, that they are always the most leady 
to respect the just rights of otheis who are the most vigilant and 
lesolute to maintain their own 

I have understood your sentiments concerning the ‘turbulent 
disposition of interested men, who, by nature, are ever seeking 
opportunities of sowing the seeds of dissension.’ Foi the hap- 
piness of mankind it is to be lamented that these authors of 
confusion are too numerous, assiduous and successful, in all 
parts of the world In no age or country were the baneful and 
insidious arts of intrigue cultivated with such success as they are 
at present by the French nation. I sincerely wish that no im- 
piession had been produced on your discerning mind by that 
dangeious people, but my situation enables me to know that 
they have reached your presence, and have endeavoured to 
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pervert the wisdom of your councils, and to instigate you to war 
against those who have given you no provocation. 

It is impossible that you should suppose me to be ignorant 
of the intercourse which subsists between you and the French, 
whom you know to be the inveterate enemies of the Company, 
and to be now engaged in an unjust war with the British nation. 
You cannot imagine me to be indifferent to the transactions 
which have passed between you and the enemies of my countiy, . 
noi does it appeal necessary or proper that I should any longer 
conceal from you the surprise and concern with which I per- 
ceived you disposed to involve yourself in all the ruinous con- 
sequences of a connection, which threatens not only to subvert 
the foundations of friendship between you and the Company, 
but to introduce into the heart of your kingdom the principles 
of anarchy and confusion, to shake your own authority, to 
weaken the obedience of your subjects, and to destroy the 
religion which you revere 

Immediately after my arrival at Bengal, I read your corre- 
spondence with the late Governor-Geneial, Sir John Shore, and 
with the Acting Governor-General Sir Alured Clarke , and I 
perceived with great satisfaction, that in all your letters you 
constantly professed a disposition to stiengthen the bonds of 
sincere attachment, and the foundations of harmony and con- 
cord established between you and the Honourable Company. 

I received particular pleasure fiom reading your last letter to 
Sir John Shore, in which you signified your amicable desiie 
that he should impress me with a sense of the fiiendship and 
unanimity so long subsisting between the two States Your 
subsequent letters to me have abounded with professions of the 
same friendly nature 

Combining these professions of amity on your part with the 
proofs which the Company’s Government have constantly 'given 
of their sincere disposition to maintain the relations of friendship 
and peace with you , and adverting, at the same time, to your 
reputation for wisdom and discernment, it was natural for me to 
be extremely slow to believe the various accounts transmitted 
to me of your negociations with the French, and of your military 
preparations , but whatever my reluctance to credit such reports 
might be, piudence required both of me and of the Company’s 
allies, that we should adopt certain measures of precaution and 
self-defence, and these have accordingly been taken, as you will 
no doubt have observed, The British Government and the 
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allies, wishing neveitheless to live in peace and friendship with 
all their neighbouis, entertaining no projects of ambition, nor 
any views m the least incompatible with their respective engage- 
ments, and looking to no other objects than the permanent 
secuiity and tranquillity of their own dominions and subjects, 
will always be ready, as they now are, to alfoid you every 
demonstration of their pacific disposition 

The Peishwa, and his Highness the Nizam, concur with me 
in the observations which I have offered to you m this letter, 
and which, in the name of the Company, and of the Allies, 
I recommend to your most earnest consideration, but as I am 
also desirous of communicating to you, on the behalf of the 
Company, and their allies, a plan calculated to promote the 
mutual security and welfaie of all parties, I propose to depute 
to you, for this puipose, Majoi Doveton, who is well known to 
you, and who will explain to you more fully and particulaily 
the sole means which appear to myself, and to the allies of the 
Company, to be effectual for the salutary purpose of removing 
all existing distrust and suspicion, and of establishing peace 
and good understanding on the most durable foundations 

You will, I doubt not, let me know at what time and place 
it will be convenient to you to receive Major Doveton , and 
as soon as your friendly letter shall reach me, I will direct him 
to proceed to your piesence. 

I shall expect your answer to this letter, with an earnest hope 
that It may coriespond with the pacific views and wishes of the 
allies , and that you may be convinced that you cannot in any 
manner better consult your tiue mteiests than by meeting, with 
cordiality, the present friendly and moderate advance to a 
satisfactory and amicable settlement of all points on which any 
doubt 01 anxiety may have arisen m the minds eithei of your- 
self or of the allies 
A true Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian Translator to Govt 

6. Tippoo Sultaun to the Earl of Mormngton 
Evasive reply to the above False account of the mission 

to the Mauritius 

i8th Dec. i'798. 

(Received at Fort St George, 25th Dec 1798 

I have been made happy by the receipt of your Lordship’s 
two friendly letters, the contents of which I clearly comprehend, 
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(vide those wiitten 4th and 8th November) The paiticulars 
which youi Lordship has communicated to me, relative to the 
victory obtained by the English fleet over that of the French 
near the shores of Egypt, nine of their ships having been cap- 
tured and two burnt, on one of which of the latter was their 
Admiral, have given me more pleasure than can possibly be 
conveyed by writing Indeed I possess the firmest hope that 
the leaders of the English and the Company Bahaudei,who ever 
adheie to the paths of sincerity, friendship, and good faith, and 
are the well wisheis of mankind, will at all times be successful 
and victorious, and that the Fiench, who are_of a ciooked 
disposition, faithless, and the enemies of mankind, may be ever 
depressed and ruined Your Lordship has written to me with 
the pen of fiiendship, ‘ that in no age or country were the bane- 
ful and insidious arts of intrigue evei cultivated with such suc- 
cess as they are at present by the Fiench nation Would to 
God that no impiession had been produced on my mind by that 
dangeious people, but that your Lordship’s situation enables 
3/0U to know that they have leached my presence, and have 
endeavouied to pervert the wisdom of my councils, and to 
instigate me to war against those who have given me no pro- 
vocation That It IS impossible that I should suppose your 
Lordship ignoiant of the mtei course which subsists between me 
and the French, who I know to be the inveterate enemies of the 
Company, and to be now engaged in an unjust war with the 
British, and that I cannot imagine your Loidship indifferent to 
the tiansactions which have passed between me and the enemies 
of the English ’ 

In this Sircar (the gift of God) there is a mercantile tribe, 
who employ themselves m trading by sea and land Their 
agents purchased a two-masted vessel, and having loaded her 
with rice, departed with a view to tiaffic. It happened that she 
went to the Mauritius, from whence forty persons, Fiench, and of 
a dark coloui, of whom ten or twelve were artificers, and the 
rest servants, pa5ung the hire of the ship, came heie in search of 
employment Such as chose to take service were entertained, 
and the remainder departed beyond the confines of this Sircar 
(the gift of God) , and the French, who aie full of vice and 
deceit, have perhaps taken advantage of the departure of the 
ship to put about reports with the view to luffie the minds of 
both Sircars 

It is the wish of my heait, and my constant endeavoui, to 
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obseive and maintain the ai tides of the agreement of peace^ and 
to peipetuate and stiengthen the basis of fiiendship and union 
with the Siicar of the Company Bahauder, and with the Siicars 
of the Maha Rajah Saheb, Sree Munt Peishwa Bahauder, and 
his Highness the Nabob Asuph Jah Bahauder And I am 
resident at home, at times taking the air, and at others amusing 
myself with hunting at a spot which is used as a pleasure ground 
In this case, the allusion to war m your friendly lettei, and the 
following passage, namely ‘ that prudence required that both the 
Company and their allies should adopt certain measures of pie- 
caution and self-defence,’ have given me the greatest surprize 

It was further written by your friendly pen, that as your 
Lordship is desiious of communicating to me, on the behalf of 
the Company and then allies, a plan calculated to promote the 
mutual security and welfare of all parties, your Lordship pro- 
poses to depute to me for this purpose Major Doveton, who 
formerly waited upon me, and who will explain to me more 
fully and paiticularly the sole means which appear to your 
Lordship and the allies to be effectual for the salutary puipose 
of removing all existing distrust and suspicion, and of estab- 
lishing peace and good understanding on the most durable 
foundations, and that theiefoie your Loidship trusts I will let 
you know at what time and place it will be convenient to me to 
receive Major Doveton. It has been understood, by the blessing 
of the Almighty, at the conclusion of the peace, the treaties and 
engagements entered into among the four Sircars weie so fiimly 
established and confirmed as ever to remain fixed and durable , 
and be an example to the rulers of the age , nor are they nor 
will they ever be liable to interruption I cannot imagine that 
means more effectual than these can be adopted, foi giving 
stability to the foundations of fiiendship and harmony, pro- 
moting the security of states, or the welfare and advantage of 
all parties 

In the view of those who inspect narrowly into the nature of 
friendship, peace and amity are the first of all objects, as indeed 
youi Loidship has yourself written to me that the allied Siicars 
look to no other object than the security and tranquillity of their 
own dominions, and the ease and comfort of their subjects 
Praise be to God, that the sum of my views and the wish of my 
heart are limited to these same points On such grounds then 
a just and permanent obseiwance of existing treaties is neces- 
sary, and these, under the favours of God, daily acquire new 
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strength and improvement by means of amicable correspondence 
Your Lordship is a great Sirdar, a firm friend, and the rectifier 
of all things, and you possess an enlightened judgement I have 
the strongest hope that the minds of the wise and intelligent, 
but paiticularly of the four states, will not be sullied by doubts 
and jealousies, but will consider me from my heart desirous of 
harmony and friendship 

Continue to allow me the pleasuie of your correspondence, 
making me happy by accounts of youi health What moie shall 
be wiitten 

Dated the 9th of Rujub, 1213, of the Hegirah, (answering to 
the 1 8th December) 

A true Translation, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian Translator to Govt. 


0. Tippoo Sultaun tlie Victorious to tlie Representatives of 
the People residing in the Isles of France and of La 
Reunion. 

Proposals for an alliance against the English in India 

Sermgapatam, 2nd of Apiil, 1797. 

Citizens Representatives, 

You cannot be ignoiant of the friendship which my father and 
myself have ever entertained for the French I sought every 
opportunity of proving it during youi former government, and 
I have done all in my power since the coniinencenient of yonr re- 
volution to make known to you the sentiments of my heart From 
want of opportunity and of intercourse with persons acquainted 
with your customs and manners, I have not been able before this 
time to inform you of my intentions A fortunate chance has 
sent me Citizen Ripaud (one of your officers) who at my request 
has answered all the questions which I put to him I consider 
him to be worthy of my confidence, and from what he has told 
me, I perceive it is now the moment for me to revive the friend- 
ship tvhich I have always entei'tained foi your nation , I acknow- 
ledge the sublimity of your constitution, and as a proof of my 
sincerity I propose to your nation and to you a treaty of alliance 
and fraternity^ which shall be for ever indissoluble, and shall be 
founded on republican pi inciples, of sincerity and good faith , to 
the end that you and youi nation with myself and my people may 
become one Family, that the same oath may bind us for life or for 
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death , that yojtr cucimcs may be mine and those of my people , 
and that my enemies may be considcicd as yonrs Thus do I wish 
henceforth to tieat with my allies You now see my disposition 
towaids youi countiy, when I shall leceive a pi oof of youis, 
I will fulfil my piomises , but, Citizens Representatives, I will 
not fulfil these engagements with 3^ou until I see your forces as 
well naval as military actually aiiive in India. Duiing the last 
war (it IS with legiet that I am obliged to recall to youi memoiy 
the disasteis which my fiicndship foi the Fiench nation has 
bi ought upon me) I maintained with zeal and couiage, all the 
pretensions of the Fiench. The English, the ambitious English, 
not having sufficient confidence m their own strength and courage 
to attack me singly, foimed an alliance with the Mahrattas and 
the Nizam, and attacked me in eveiy quaitei At the very 
moment when I was on the point of conquering them, the Fiench 
aimy undei the command of M de Cossigny, leceived an oidei 
from M. de Bussi to abandon me, though I had paid them w^ell, 
and they w^ere in w ant of nothing , but what filled me with 
indignation w^as, that those ordeis extended to M de Lally, who 
commanded a body of French in mj’’ pay, to withdiaw^ himself 
with his paity, this I opposed, and on just giounds. From that 
moment, my army became disgusted. Reduced singly to my 
ow'ii lesouices and abandoned by my allies, I Avas compelled to 
makepeace, with the loss of half of my dominions, and thiee Croies 
and thii ty thousand rupees in specie Behold what have been 
my losses, Representatives ' What is past is past I have cited 
these truths in order to appiize you, that if I should declare w'ai 
against >'■0111 enemies, I wdll not be deseited, noi shall you have 
the powder of making peace without my pievious consent, nor 
without including myself and my people m the treaty Foi the 
secuiityof oui iccipiocal fiiendship and good faith it is necessaiy 
to stipulate one preliminary condition It is this, that as my 
people are ignoiant of the customs of the Fiench lepubhcans, 
and as the lepublicans aie equally unacquainted with the customs 
of my country, if one of the citizens of eithei pait}^ should violate 
the customs of the othci, he shall be lepiimanded immediately 
by his owm supeiior, Avithout any mteriuption of the good undei- 
standing and haimony, wdnch ought to subsist between good 
allies I inseit this clause, although Citizen Ripaud has assured 
me, that the obseiwance of the most seveie discipline and of 
respect for the law^s exists m the republican army mine shall 
always be conducted m the same manner I lequiie also that 
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the commanding officer shall always consult me on every mea- 
sure which he may undertake for the destruction of our common 
enemy, because I am acquainted with the country, its customs 
and manners This is a reservation that he cannot considei as 
offensive Happy moment > the time is come when I can deposit 
m the bosom of my friends the hatred which I hear against these 
oppressors of the human race If you will assist me, in a short 
time not an Englishman shall remain in India, you have the 
power and the means of effecting it by your free negroes , with 
these new citizens (inuch dreaded by the English) joined to your 
tioops of the line, we will purge India of these villains. The 
springs which I have touched have put all India in motion, my 
friends aie ready to fall upon the English , for every thing here 
rely on my discretion Your enemies, as I have apprized you, shall 
be mine Now you are apprized of my designs, delay not to 
inform me of yours, but make no piomises which you cannot 
peifoim I have retained Citizen Ripaud to answer your letters, 
and I will give him a salaiy woithy of the situation which he 
holds near my person I entreat you not to be offended with 
him, but on the contrary to appiove of what he has done, and 
to quiet his apprehensions of being considered as a deserter of 
his country and of his colours, (a laudable motive which mteiests 
me foi his welfare) I request you to authorize him to lemain m 
his present station with me for the service of his country, of youi 
colonies, and of myself I detained him, nor did he consent to 
1 emain till after much solicitation, being extremely attached to 
the Island of Bourbon, to which he belongs In case you should 
consent to my propositions, it is necessaiy that you should know 
the extent of my power to assist the French Republic and its 
aimy 

Article I I engage, immediately on the arrival of the French 
tioops on the coast, to victual both the land and sea forces, 
(European hquois excepted) 'and I will furnish all necessaries, 
such as flour, iice, meat, wood, &c 

Article z I engage also to make advances of money for all 
the wants of the land and sea equipments 

Article 3 I engage to provide all the bullocks necessaiy for 
the aitillery of the lepubhcan troops, as well as the bullocks, 
camels, and Lascars, for carrying the baggage of the officers and 
soldieis 

Aiticle 4 I engage to provide palanquins for the Generals, 
and horses for the officers, of the troops of the Republic 
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Article 5 In case the Fiench army should happen to be in 
want of gunpowder, or othei ammunition, I engage to supply it 
Aiticle 6 As soon as the French aimy shall have dis- 
embaiked, I engage to march with my troops , which shall m 
tlie first instance consist of 30,000 cavalry, and 30,000 infantry 
and aitilleiy, well disciplined, with arms, ammunition, and every- 
thing necessary for the success of our entei prize 
What I require on the part of France is as follows 
Article I That the Fiench Republic shall not, under any 
pretence whatever, conclude peace, but with the consent of me 
and my people, noi without including us in such treaty 

Article 2 That as the troops of the Republic will derive such 
advantages from me, the Generals m command shall undertake 
nothing without first consulting me, to ensure the success of the 
common cause, and of our respective armies 

Article 3 Should the French General or Republican troops 
detect tiaitors in my country, or should I or my troops come to 
the knowledge of any such in the French army, the chief of the 
party wheiein the traitor may be found, shall cause him to be 
seized and executed, upon authentic proofs of his guilt, without 
piejudice to our mutual friendship , since engaged m the same 
cause, our interests are the same 

Article 4 As I propose to make the advances, and furnish 
the necessaiy supplies of money to the French Republic, both 
for the land and the sea forces, it is just that I should be re- 
imbursed at the end of the war, from the sums of money which 
may be taken fiom our common enemy 

Article 5 Every capture made from our common enemy, as 
towns, forts, territory, money, merchandize, ships, ammunition, 
&c shall be equally divided at a fair valuation, fiaternally 
between the troops of the Republic, me, and my people 

Article 6 As I have suffered greatly in supporting the cause, 
of the French in the last war, when I lost the best part of my 
country, I require that all the towns, forts, teiiitories, or contri- 
butions, which I may be able to seize within my former boundaries, 
be exempted from the 4th Aiticle, that they shall become mine 
by right, and that the republican troops shall have no pretensions 
or claims thereto. I claim this act of justice from my brethren 
Article 7 If the fortune of war shall put us in possession of 
Goa and Bombay, the port of Bombay and the territories de- 
pendent on it, belonging to the English, shall belong of right to 
the French ; but Goa and its dependencies shall be mine. 

F 



65 


HOW THE HUNT IS TO BEGIN 


Article 8 I demand that all male and female prisoners, as 
well English as Portuguese, which shall be taken by the repub- 
lican troops or by mine, shall be treated with humanity, and with 
legard to their persons, that they shall (their property becoming 
the right of the allies) be transported at our joint expence, out of 
India, to some place far distant fiom the territories of the allies 

Article 9 As the towns, ports, forts, and teiritories stipulated 
in the 5th article, are to be divided between the allies, they shall 
be garrisoned as they may fall into our hands, and the stipu- 
lations of that article, shall be aftei wards arranged by the French 
general and myself, with a discretion, if circumstances require it, 
to blow up any fort which may be deemed useless 

Aiticle lo In order to achieve the conquest of the English 
and Portuguese possessions, and those of their allies, it is neces- 
sary that I should be assisted with from five to ten thousand 
regular troops or national guards, and fiom twenty-five to thirty 
thousand of your new citizens, (if you have put the decree into 
execution ,) selecting the most subtle and best instructed of them , 
those, in short, who are likely to disturb the peace in your own 
colonies, I will answer for our quick and easy success 

Article II To facilitate the attack and capture of Goa, a port 
essential for youi squadron and your tiansports, it will be ne- 
cessary to disembark at my port of Onoie, situated m latitude 
1435 N and 70 longitude 

Article 12 That I may be apprized whether you accept or 
reject my propositions, I request, that after having fully con- 
sidered them, you will despatch a packet-boat to Mangalore, to 
inform me of your decision as expeditiously as possible That 
nothing may be wanting on the arrival of your squadron, a 
French officer will be stationed at Mangalore, to afford the 
necessary assistance, and to advise me of your intentions To 
avoid any surprize or doubt, the ship, duimg the time she may 
remain at anchor m the roads, shall hoist American colouis, with 
the national flag at the main-top-mast head, over that of the 
Sultaun, which my envoys carry for that purpose I am desirous, 
and therefore particularly request that Citizen Aubaigne may be 
appointed to command this packet boat, as he knows my 
harbours, and is acquainted with the customs of my country. 

Article 13 I depute four of my chiefs who have proved 
themselves woithy of my confidence, to treat in my name on the 
articles which I transmit to you , but should you neither have 
the powei of accepting them altogethei, nor of carrying them 
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into effect without an order fiom the executive government of 
your mother country, I request you to despatch three of my 
chiefs m one of your best vessels for France, and to join with 
them some citizen whom your wisdom may select, to guide and 
to advise them m Fiance. I despatch these chiefs for this 
express puipose they aie charged with a packet, and with 
ordeisto explain my intentions to the executive power , I cannot 
send my ship thither without giving the English reason to 
suspect some hostile designs on my pai t , if you send a squadron, 
send with it the remaining one of the four chiefs and also my 
ship, which I request may be coppeied, and we will arrange 
matteis accoidmgly. If, however, you think that the ship cannot 
be coppered without delaying the voyage of the convoy, you will 
send the ship back at the proper season, with a captain and two 
officers, whom I will pay 

Article 14 We will commence hostilities against the English 
and Portuguese, when, m case the Nizam and the Mahrattas 
should join them, we will make war against them also, for it will 
then be necessaiy to subjugate them also, and to render them 
tiibutaries to us 

These, Representatives, are my intentions , do not let my 
attachment to your nation expose me to the same calamity 
which I formerly suffered , I entreat you to reflect well before 
you retuin an answei, or you may expose me to gieat anguish of 
heart, since I shall act according to the tenor of your answer 
I offer up my vows for the success of oui enterprize, for the 
continuation of prosperity to the arms of the French Republic, 
one and indivisible, and for a speedy answei I swear an in- 
violable friendship for your nation 

TiPPOO SULTAUN 

(A true Copy ) C Macaulay, Secretary 

(A true Translation ) G G Keble, French Translator 


7. Proclamation at the Isle of France 
Libel td Egalit^. 


REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE, 

Une & indivisible 

PROCLAMATION 
A7tne Joseph Hyppolite Malar tic, Ge- 
ne? al en Chef, Govei netir-general 
des Isles de France ^ de la Re- 

F 2 


Libeity Equality 

THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, 
One and indivisible 

PROCLAMATION 
Anne Joseph Hyppolite Malaitic, 
Commander in Chief and Govei- 
nor- Genei al of the Isles of Ft ance 
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71911071, ^ Co7mia7ida7it-general des 

Eiablme77ie7iis Fra 7 igais, a tEst 

du Cap de Bo7i7ie Espera7tce 

CiTOYENS, 

Connaissant depuis plusieurs 
annees votre z^le & votre at- 
tachment pour les interets & 
la gloire de notre Rdpublique, 
nous sommes tres empresses 
& nous nous faisons un devoir 

s 

de vous donner connaissance 
de toutes les propositions que 
nous fait Tippoo Sultaun, par 
deux ambassadeurs qu’il nous 
a d6pech6s 

Ce prince a 6ciit des lettres 
particulRres a I’AssembUe Co- 
loniale k tous les G6n6raux qui 
sont employes dans ce gou- 
vernement, & nous a address^ 
un paquet pour le Directoire 
Executif 

1° II demande a faire une 
alliance offensive et defensive 
avec les Fran9ais, en proposant 
d’entretenir a ses frais, tant que 
la guerre durera dans I’lnde, 
les troupes qu’on pourra lui 
envoyer 

2° II promet de fournir 
toutes les choses ndcessaires 
pour faire cette guerre, ex- 
cept6 le Vin & I’Eau de Vie, 
dont il se trouve absolument 
denu6 

3° II assure que tous les 
pr6paratifs sont faits pour re- 
pevoir les secours qu’on lui 
donneia, & qu’a l’arriv6e des 
troupes, les Chefs & Officieis 
trouveront toutes les choses 


and Reunio7i, a7id op all ihe F7'e7ich 
esiaihsh77ie7ils to the eastward of 
the Cape of Good Hope 

Citizens, 

Having for several years 
known your zeal and your at- 
tachment to the interests, and 
to the glory of our Republic, 
we are very anxious, and we 
feel it a duty to make you 
acquainted with all the pro- 
positions which have been 
made to us by Tippoo Sul- 
taun, through two ambassadors 
whom he has despatched to us 
This prince has written par- 
ticular letters to the Colonial 
Assembly, to all the generals 
employed under this govern- 
ment, and has addressed to 
us a packet for the Executive 
Directory 

1 He desires to form an of- 
fensive and defensive alliance 
with the French, and proposes 
to maintain at his chaige, as 
long as the war shall last in 
India, the troops which may 
be sent to him 

2 He promises to furnish 
every necessary for carrying 
on the war, wine and brandy 
excepted, with which he is 
wholly unprovided. 

3. He declares that he has 
made every preparation to re- 
ceive the succours which may 
be sent to him, and that on 
the arrival of the troops, the 
commanders and officers will 
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n^cessaiies poui fane une 
guerre a laquelle les Euro- 
peens sent peu accoutum^s 

4° Enfin il n’attend plus que 
le moment ou les Fran5ais vien- 
dront a son secouis, pour de- 
clarer la guerre aux Auglats, 
dhirant avec a^deur pouvotr 
les chasser de VInde 

Comme il nous est impos- 
sible de dimmuer le nombre 
des soldats des loye & io8e 
legimens, & de la gaide sold<^e 
du Poit de la Fraternity a 
cause des secours que nous 
avons eiivoyds a nos allies les 
Hollandais ; nous invitons tous 
les citoyens de bonne volonty 
a se fane niscnie dans leurs 
municipalit^s lespectives, pour 
aller servir sous les drapeaux 
de Tippoo 

Ce prince desire aussi avoir 
des citoyens de couleur, libres, 
& nous invitons tous ceux qui 
voudiont aller seivir sous ses 
drapeaux, a se faire aussi in- 
scrire. 

Nous pouvons assuiei tous 
les citoyens qui se feront m- 
scrire, que Tippoo leui fera des 
traitements avantageux qui 
seront fixds avec ses ambassa- 
deurs qui s’engageront en outre, 
au nom de leur souverain, a ce 
que les Fran9ais qui auiont 
pus parti dans ses armees, ne 
puissent jamais y etre retenus 
quand ils voudront lentrer 
dans leui patrie. 


6g 

find every thing necessary for 
making a war, to which Euro- 
peans are but little accus- 
tomed 

4. In a woid he only waits 
the moment when the French 
shall come to his assistance, to 
declare war against the English^ 
%vhom he ardently desir es to 
expel front India 

As it is impossible for us to 
1 educe the numbei of soldiers 
of the 107th and io8th regi- 
ments, and of the regular guard 
of Port Frateinite, on account 
of the succours which we have 
furnished to our allies the 
Dutch , we invite the citizens, 
who may be disposed to enter 
as volunteers, to enrol them- 
selves in their lespective muni- 
cipalities, and to serve under 
the banners of Tippoo. 

This pi nice desires also to 
be assisted by the free citizens 
of colour, we theiefore invite 
all such who aie willing to 
sei*ve under his flag, to enrol 
themselves 

W e can assure all the citizens 
who shall enrol themselves, that 
Tippoo will allow them an ad- 
vantageous rate of pay, the 
teims of which will be fixed 
with his ambassadors, 'who will 
further engage in the name of 
their sovereign, that all French- 
men who shall enter into his 
aimies, shall never be detained 
after they shall have expressed 
a wish to return to their own 
countiy. 



THE PORTE NEUTRAL IN EUROPE, 

Fait au Port Nord-Ouest, le Done at Poit North West, 
lo Pluviose, I’an six de la the 30th Januaiy, 179 ^ 
Rdpubhque Fran9aise, une & (Signed) Malartic 

indivisible 

(Signe) Malartic 

8. Letter from. Sultaun Selim to the Indian Sovereign, Tippoo 
Snltaim, dated Constantinople, 20th September, 1798 ; de- 
livered to Mr Spencer Smith, his Britannic Majesty’s 
Minister Plempotentiary, &c 

An exhortation to abstain fiom a<isisting the French against the 
English in India The Ficnch faithless, and enemies of the 
Faith 

We take this oppoitunity to acquaint yoiii Majesty, when the 
French Republic was engaged in a war with most of the poweis 
of Europe within this lattei period, oui Sublime Poitc not only 
took no pait against them, but rcgaidful of the ancient amity 
existing with that nation, adopted a system of the strictest 
neutiality, and shewed them even such acts of countenance as 
have given use to complaints on the pait of other Couits 

Thus fiiendly disposed towaids them, and reposing a con- 
fidence in those sentiments of friendship which they appeared to 
profess for us, we gave no car to many piopositions and advan- 
tageous offers which had been made to us to side with the 
belligeient powers, but puisuant to oui maxims of moderation 
and justice, we abstained fiom breaking with them without diiect 
motive, and firmly observed the line of neutrality, all which is 
notorious to the woild 

In this posture of things, when, the French having witnessed 
the gieatest marks of attention from our Sublime Porte, a per- 
fect lecipiocity was naturally expected on their side, when no 
cause existed to interrupt the continuance of the peace betwixt 
the two nations, they all of a sudden have exhibited the un- 
provoked and treacherous proceedings, of which the following 
IS a sketch 

They began to piepare a fleet in one of their harbours, called 
Toulon, with most extiaordmary mysteiy, and when completely 
fitted out and ready for sea, embarked a large body of troops, 
and they put also on boaid several people veised in the Arabic 
language, and who had been in Egypt before , they gave the 
command of that armament to one of their generals, named 
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Buonapaite, who fiist went to the Island of Malta, of which he 
took possession, and thence pioceeded direct for Alexandria, 
wheie being arrived the 17th Muharem, all of a sudden landed 
his tioops, and entered the town by open force, publishing soon 
after manifestoes in Arabic among the different tubes, stating, 
in substance, that the object of their enterprize was not to 
declare war against the Ottoman Porte, but to attack the Beys 
of Egypt, for insults and injuries they had committed against 
the French mei chants in time past, that peace with the Ottoman 
empire was peimanent, that those of the Arabs who should join, 
would meet with the best treatment ; but such as shewed oppo- 
sition, would suffer death with this further insinuation, made in 
dififeient quarters, but more particularly to certain Courts at 
amity with us, that the expedition against the Beys was with 
the privity and consent of our Sublime Porte , which is a hor- 
rible falsity After this they also took possession of Rosetta, 
not hesitating to engage m a pitched battle with the Ottoman 
troops, who had been detached fiom Cano to assist the invaded. 

It IS a standing law amongst all nations, not to encroach upon 
each other’s teiiitoiies, whilst they are supposed to be at peace. 
When any such events take place as lead to a rupture, the 
motives, so tending, are previously made known between the 
parties , nor are any open aggressions attempted against their re- 
spective dominions until a formal declaration of war takes place. 

Whilst, theiefore, no interruption of the peace, nor the smallest 
symptom of misunderstanding appeared between our Sublime 
Porte and the French Republic, a conduct so audacious, so 
unprovoked, and so deceitfully sudden on their part, is an 
undeniable trait of the most extieme insult and treachery 

The province of Egypt is consideied as a legion of general 
veneration, from the immediate proximity of the noble city of 
Mecca, the Kebleh of the Musaulmen, (the point of the compass 
to which all Turks turn their face in performing their piayers) 
and the sacred town of Medina, where the tomb of our blessed 
prophet is fixed , the inhabitants of both these sacred cities 
deriving from thence their subsistence 

Independent of this, it has been actually discovered from 
several letters which have been intercepted, that the further 
project of the French is to divide Arabia into vaiious republics; 
to attack the whole Mahommedan sect, in its religion and 
country, and by a gradual progression, to extirpate all Mussul- 
men from the face of the earth. 
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It IS foi these cogent motives and consideiations, that we have 
determined to repel this enemy, and to adopt every vigoious 
measure against these peisecutors of the faith , we placing all 
confidence in the Omnipotent God, the source of all succour, and 
in the mteicession of him who is the gloiy of piophets 

Now it being certain that, in addition to the geneial ties of 
religion, the bonds of amity and good undei standing have ever 
been firm and permanent with your Majesty, so justly famed 
for your zeal and attachment to our faith , and that more than 
once such public acts of fiiendly attention have been piactised 
between us, as to have cemented the connection subsisting 
between the two countries, we thciefoie sinceicly hope, from 
your Majesty’s dignified disposition, that you will not refuse en- 
teimg into conceit with us, and giving our Sublime Poite every 
possible assistance, by such an cxeition of zeal, as youi firmness 
and natuial attachment to such a cause cannot fail to excite 

We undeistand that, in consequence of ceitain secret intrigues 
earned on by the French m India, (after their accustomed 
system) in order to destioy the settlements, and to sow dissen- 
sions in the piovinces of the English theie, a stiict connection 
is expected to take effect between them and your Majesty, for 
whose seiwice they aie to send over a coips of troops by the 
way of Egypt 

We are peisuaded, that the tendency of the Fiench plans 
cannot, m the present days, escape your Majesty’s penetration 
and notice, and that no manner of legaid will be given to their 
deceitful insinuations on youi side and whereas the Court of 
Gieat Britain is actually at wai with them, and our Sublime 
Porte engaged on the other hand in lepellmg their aggressions, 
consequently the French are enemies to both , and such a 
recipiocity of interests must exist between those Courts, as 
ought to make both parties eager to afford every mutual succour 
which a common cause requites 

It is notoiious, that the Fiench, bent upon the overthrow of 
all sects and religions, have invented a new doctime, under the 
name of Liberty, they themselves professing no other belief but 
that of Debrees, (Epicuieans, or Pythagoreans) that they have 
not even spared the territories of the Pope of Rome, a country, 
since time immemorial, held m gieat reverence by all the 
European nations, that they have wrested and shaied, with 
others, the whole Venetian State, notwithstanding that fellow 
republic had not only abstained from taking pait against them 
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but had rendered them service during the course of the war, 
thus effacing the name of the republic of Venice from the annals 
of history 

Theie is no doubt that their present attempt against the 
Ottomans, as well as their ulterior designs (dictated by their 
avaricious view towards oriental riches) tend to make a general 
conquest of that country, (which may God never suffer to take 
effect') and to expel every Mussulman fiom it, under pretence 
of annoying the English Their end is to be once admitted in 
India, and then to develope what really lies m their heaits, just 
as they have done in every place wheie they have been able to 
acquire a footing 

In a word, they are a nation whose deceitful intrigues and 
perfidious pursuits know no bounds. They are intent on nothing, 
but on depiiving people of their lives and properties, and on 
persecuting religion, wherever their arms can reach. 

Upon all this, therefoie, coming to your Majesty’s knowledge, 
it IS sincerely hoped, that you will not refuse eveiy needful 
exertion towards assisting your brethren Mussulmen, according 
to the obligations of leligion, and towards defending Hmdostan 
itself, against the effect of French machinations Should it be 
true, as we hear, that an intimate connection has taken place 
between your Court and that nation, we hope that, by weighing 
present ciicumstances, as well as every future inconvenience, 
which would result from such a measure, your Majesty will 
bewai e against it, and m the event of your having harboured any 
idea of joining with them, or of moving against Great Britain, 
you will lay such resolution aside We make it our especial 
request, that your Majesty will please to refrain from entering 
into any measures against the English, or lending any compliant 
ear to the French Should there exist any subject of complaint 
with the former, please to communicate it, certain as you may 
be of the employment of every good office on our side, to com- 
promise the same , we wish to see the connection above alluded 
to, exchanged m favour of Great Britain 

We confidently expect that, upon consideiation of all that is 
stated m this communication, and of the necessity of assisting 
your brethien Mussulmen m this general cause of religion, as 
well as of co-operating towards the above precious province 
being delivered from the hands of the enemy, your Majesty will 
employ every means, which your natural zeal will point out, to 
assist the common cause, and to corroborate, by that means, the 
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ancient good understanding so happily existing between our 
empires 

A true Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian Translator to Govt 

9. From Tippoo Sultaun to tlie Right Hon the Governor 

General 

Formal acknowledgment of the i eccipt of the above. A mbtgnons 

consent to ticat 

Received 13th February, 1799 

I have been much gratified by the agreeable receipt of your 
Loidship’s two fiiendly letters, the first brought by a camelman, 
the last by hiicuriahs, and understood then contents The letter 
of the Pi nice, m station like Jumsheid , with angels as his guards , 
with tioops numeious as the stars , the sun illumining the world 
of the heaven of empire and dominion , the lummaiy'- giving 
splendour to the univeise of the fiimament of glory and power, 
the Sultaun of the sea and the land , the King of Rome (1 e the 
Grand Signioi), be his empiie and his power perpetual! ad- 
dressed to me, which reached you through the Biitish Envoy, 
and which you transmitted, has ai lived Being fiequently dis- 
posed to make excuisions and hunt, I am accoidingly proceeding 
upon a hunting excursion You will be pleased to despatch 
Major Doveton (about whose coming your friendly pen has 
repeatedly written) slightly attended (01 unattended) 

Always continue to gratify me by fiicndly letters, notifying 
your welfare 

A true Translation, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian Translator to Govt 


10. Translation of the Draft of a Letter from Tippoo Sultaun 

to the Grand Seigmor 

Private reply to Snltan Selinas Ictfei The English in India 
faithless^ and enemies of the Faith 

In the Name of the Most Meiciful God ' 

[After the customary invocation to the Deity and the Prophet, 
and a series of pompous titles, addiessed to the Grand 
Seignior, the letter proceeds as follows ] 

Your Highness’s august letter, written on the nth of Rubbee 
oossaunee 1313 of the Hedjree {answeimg to the %'^d September, 



I AM THE CHAMPION OF ISLAM IN INDIA 


15 


1798) which was conveyed through the English \ honoured me by 
its gracious ai rival, was the means of glory and distinction, and the 
pioductive souice of boundless favour Its contents added strength 
and fii mness to the foundations of union and attachment , and its 
gracious expressions gave stabilit}^ to the fabric of friendship 

With lespect to what your Highness wiote, of the invasion of 
the venerated land of Egypt by the devoted French, by treachery 
and deceit, notwithstanding the obseiwance of long subsisting 
friendship on the part of your Highness The objects of that 
irreligious, turbulent people , the determination of the Ottoman 
Poite to employ the most vigorous measures to repel that re- 
bellious lace , of my assisting and joining my brethien Mussel- 
mans in the geneial cause of religion, and defending the regions 
of Hmdostan from the machinations of this enemy, that I would 
communicate to your Highness whatever subject of complaint 
I might have against the English, when, by the aid of God and 
your Highness’s good offices, those complaints should be removed 
to my satisfaction, and the grounds of opposition and estrange- 
ment be exchanged for the desiiable objects of harmony and 
union This, which your Highness did me the honour to write, 
has been undei stood 

By the favour of God, and the benevolence of the prophet, all 
the followeis of the faith hold fraternity in religion particularly 
the exalted Ottoman State and the Khoodadaud Sirkar (between 
which, regard and attachment are established firmly as columns, 
and of which friendship and union, repeated tokens have been in- 
terchanged) aie aiding and assisting each othei As this labourer 
in the way of the Loid, is a bi other in the faith, is obedient to 
your Highness’s all powerful will, and does not conceive any 
difference to exist between us , I beg you will communicate to 
me what your Highness’s exalted mind conceives will be con- 
ducive to the welfare and interests of the followers of the faith 
As the French have made themselves your Highness’s enemies, 
they have made themselves so to all the followeis of the Faith — 
God IS the piotectoi and defender of the land of Hmdostan, 
next to him, this suppliant at the Almighty Throne, does not 
and will not neglect the defence and service of the people I am 
fully confident that your Highness will be disposed to affoid 
- your assistance and support, in all matters, to us Labouieis All 
Hmdostan is over-run with infidels and polytheists, excepting 
the dominions of the Koodadaud Sirkai, which like the Aik of 
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Noah are safe under the protection and bounteous aid of God 
It is my hope, from the supreme king of kings, that as at 
the appearance of a second Adam, the religion of Islaum will 
obtain exclusive prevalence over the whole country of Hmdostan, 
and that all the sinful heretics will with the utmost ease become 
the prey of the swords of the combatants m the cause of reli- 
gion Be it known to those who stand at the foot of the imperial 
throne, that the treachery, deceit, and supremacy of the Christians 
in the regions of Hmdostan, are beyond the power of expression 
A summary elucidation of this, will be found as follows 

A person, by name Da-ood Khaun, an Afghaun, was appointed 
to the Soobadarry of Arcot, on the part of the Empeior of Delhi. 
About that time, the French and English, each with one of their 
detested ships, and a few Kaufers [Infidels) on board, came to 
the coast, expressly for the purpose of trade , bringing with them 
some of the products of their country, such as knives, scissors, 
needles, china and glass-waie, for sale After presenting several 
articles to the deluded Soobadar, as a Nuzzei [or offering, ex- 
pressive of submission) they requested the grant of a spot of 
ground, sufficient for a single house, for their residence, m order 
that they might import the products of Europe, paying the 
proper duties, and there remain with a dozen of their people. 
The Soobadar complied with their request , and there the English 
resided for some time 

It happened, that the exalted Firmaun of Behaudur Shah, Son 
of Aulumgeei, Emperor of Shahjehaun-abaud [Delhi) addiessed 
to Da-ood Khaun, ariived, diiecting him to leave a trusty Dewan 
[Manager) in Arcot, and repair himself to the presence. In con- 
formity to the Emperor’s summons, Da-ood Khaun repaired to 
Delhi, leaving Saadut-oolla Khaun as his deputy Owing to the 
negligence and folly of the ministers at Delhi, Saadut-oolla 
Khaun became a traitor, and usurped the dominion of the 
country About that period, the English and the French applied 
to the Soobadar for the grant of a little ground round about their 
houses , to which the Soobadar, from his want of foresight, and 
from his innate folly, consented , and accordingly gi anted them 
the ground which they asked. After this, both these nations 
erected small forts, and stationed about a hundred men to gar- 
rison them, [verses) ‘ Where a country is abandoned by its prince, 
every village becomes a principality ’ The relations and fol- 
lower of Saadut-oolla Khaun, each took possession of Taalooks 
[distiicts) and erecting fortresses, established their abode At 
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the same time, the French and English, taking with them some 
of the pioducts of Europe, repaired to the districts of the rela- 
tions and followeis of Saadut-oolla Khaun, and contacted fiiend- 
ship with them , and under this cover, obtaining a complete 
insight into their characters, their mode of living, the structuie 
of their forts, the administration of their territories, and the con- 
dition of their foices, they entertained from four to five hundred 
men of that country and waited their opportunity. In the mean 
time Saadut-oolla Khaun died. After his death his relations 
and adherents, who were very numerous, quarrelled among them- 
selves, and one of them, by the name of Sufder Alli Khaun, 
entered into an intrigue with the infidels of Poonah, and so- 
licited militaiy succours. Agreeably to his request, an army of 
the Poonah infidels, consisting of horse, under the com- 

mand of Rugghoo Futteh Sing, invaded the province of Aicot , 
where Sufder Alli Khaun suffered his father Alh Doast Khaun 
to be slam in battle by the infidels of Poonah Aftei this, these 
infidels seeing the dissensions which pi evaded amongst the 
adherents and relations of Sufdei AIli Khaun, plundered all the 
inhabitants of that country, without discrimination of fiiend or 
foe , carried off a hundred thousand men and women prisoners 
to their own country, and sold them to slavery they also took 
prisoner Hoossain Doast Khaun, known by the name of Chunda 
Khaun, who was the husband of Sufder Alh Khaun’s sister, and 
earned him to Poonah In the meantime, Mortiza Khaun, the 
governor of Vellore, and husband of anothei sistei of Suldei Alli 
Khaun, enticed the latter to his house, and put him to death. 
After this event, Nizam-ool Moolk the Vizier of Delhi, who had 
made himself master of the Deccan, arrived in the province of 
Arcot, and appointing Anwar-oo-deen Khaun, Soobadaur of that 
province, on his own part gave in chaige to him the two infant 
sons of the late Sufder Alh Khaun, with injunctions to protect 
and educate them, and then returned to the Deccan After this, 
Anwar-oo-deen Khaun incited the Afghauns to murder one of 
the children A short time after, Chunda Khaun, who was m 
confinement at Poonah, bribing the infidels with a sum of 
money, obtained his release, and ariived in the province of 
Arcot, whence he proceeded to Pondicherry, a factory belong- 
ing to the French, where he took refuge . he there procured 
a body of French troops, with which he marched against 
Anwar-oo-deen Khaun, with a view to reduce the province of 
Arcot. In the mean time, Anwar-oo-deen Khaun sought the 
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assistance of tlie English, who then held a factoiy at Chccna- 
puttun {Madias) Accoidingly the English joined him with 
a body of tioops In pioof of the words 'He who afforded 
assistance to the oppressor, shall fall undei subjection to the 
veiy man he assisted,’ — both these peisons becoming the objects 
of the divine anger, sought assistance fiom these two infidel 
tubes, and proceeded to hostilities It was so decreed, however, 
that Anwar-oo-decn Khaun fell by the hand of Hoossam Doast 
Khaun After this, Mohummud Alh Khaun, son of Anwar- 
oo-dcen Khaun, giving up both his woi Idly and spiiitual concerns, 
to the dll ection of the English, and making them his piotectors, 
prepaied for hostilities against Chunda Khaun In the mean 
time, Nizam-ool-Moolk died, and was succeeded by his son 
Naussir Jung, whom Mohummud Alh Khaun invited to join 
him but before his ariival, Naussii Jung’s nephew, Hidauyct 
Mohee-oo-deen Khaun, fled with a small body of troops to 
Pondichciry, and the Fiench collecting a force vhich consisted 
of about a thousand men of then own nation, and about four 
thousand sepoys, piocceded \\ith the tioops of Hidauyet Mohee- 
oo-deen Khaun, against Naussii Jung, vho joined vith Mo- 
hunimud Alh Khaun, after sustaining icpcatcd engagements 
with the Fiench, laid siege to the foi tress of Gingce, which is 
situated on a hill, and was then in the possession of the French 
The latter cnteiing into a collusion with the Siidars of Naussii 
Jung’s aimy, attacked It m the night Aftei the alaim was 
given, Naussir Jung mounted his elephant , when a man, named 
Behauder Khaun, an Afghaun in his sciwice, had the baseness to 
kill him by a musket shot, and causing his elephant to be driven 
close to that of Naussii Jung, cut off his head and stuck it on the 
point of a spear Upon this event, the French set up Hidauyet 
Mohee-oo-deen Khaun as his successor, and, accompanied by 
a body of their own troops under the command of an officer 
named Bussy, directed his maich towards Hyderabad. In the 
couise of their march, they halted at the fort of Ra5^chota, wdiere 
the traitor Behauder Khaun, and the French tioops commanded 
by Bussy, quariellcd about the division of the plundered treasure 
and jew^els, and an engagement took place, m wdiich Behauder 
Khaun, and the other cursed Afghaun chief, w^ere slam, and 
piecipitated to hell Hidauyet Mohee-oo-deen Khaun, also fell 
in this engagement by a musket shot The French then con- 
feired the succession on the worthless Salibut Jung, second son 
of Nizam-ool-Moolk, and proceeded with him to Hyderabad , 
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whereby the whole of the Deccan may be said to have come 
under the authority of the Fiench at Hyderabad. The French 
Christians (who amounted to near 1,200 men) m a state of in- 
toxication, in open day, enteied the houses of the votaries of 
Islaum, and violated numbers of their women Many of the 
females of the nobles ripped up their own bellies, and threw 
themselves into wells Hence all the inhabitants of Hyderabad 
conceived enmity against the French. 

In the mean time Nizam Alli Khaun, son of Nizam-ool-Moolk, 
impiisoned his elder brother Sahbut Jung, and established him- 
self in his room A short time afterwards, when the utmost 
disagreement had taken place between the people of Hyderabad 
and the French, the worthless Bussy marched from that city with 
his troops and returned to Pondicherry. During these trans- 
actions Mohummud Alli Khaun, in conjunction with the English, 
carried on the wai against Chunda Khaun, who was cordially the 
friend of the French The armies of both the infidel nations 
contended for the piovince of Arcot, and after many battles and 
much bloodshed, the English and Mohummud Alli Khaun, 
having pledged their faith to him, and under that sanction made 
him their prisoner, put him to death, and obtained possession 
of the whole of the Arcot province, yielding a yearly revenue of 
near four crores of rupees 

When the English had thus established themselves in Arcot, 
they turned their views to the conquest of Bengal. To this end, 
with the same treachery and deceit which has been above de- 
scribed, they applied to the viceroy of Bengal also for a spot 
of ground , and having obtained possession of sufficient for a 
single house, they there stationed their people as for the pur- 
poses of trade, and waited their opportunity About this time 
the viceroy of Bengal died, and contentions arose among his 
children and relations The English taking part with the one, 
they subdued the other, and lendermg that other entiiely 
dependent upon them, obtained possession of the whole do- 
minion of Bengal, a territory consisting of four Soobahs, and 
yielding an annual revenue of twenty crores of rupees Not far 
from thence is a place called Lucknow, the ruler of which was 
Mirza Amauni {Assof-oo-DowlaJi) son of Shujah-oo-Dowlah 
By intrigue and chicane with him, they {the English) intruded 
themselves into that country also. What is more extraordinaiy 
is this lately Mirza Amauni sent an ambassadoi to Zemaun 
Shah, the king of Caubul. This circumstance coming to the 
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knowledge of the English {Governo}^ General^ who resides at 
Calcutta, he proceeded thence on a visit to Mirza Amauni, and 
having leagued with the ministers of that countiy, caused Mirza 
Amauni to be poisoned, violated the chastity of his widow, and 
plundered his house of money and jewels, to the amount of 
twenty crores of Rupees Throughout the teiritory of Bengal, 
wheiever theie were men of learning, science, and rank, the 
English have foicibly taken piisoners wives and daughters, 
violated their chastity, and earned them off to then own islands 
and country , seizing the youths of the class of Syuds, devotees, 
and learned men, and obliging them to eat the flesh of swine, 
proclaimed it by beat of tomtom In the country of Bengal, 
and in all other places where then authoiity prevails, they set up 
swine butchers, and cause them to sell the flesh of hogs publicly 
m the streets and markets. 

All this powei and authority have the English acquired in the 
space of forty yeais. 

About twenty yeais ago, during the hfe-time of my late re- 
vered father Hyder Alli Khaun, disputes occurring among the 
woithless Sirdais of the Poonah infidels, Roggoo-naut Rao, the 
uncle of Nairain Rao, the head of the Poonah state, treacheiously 
muidered his nephew the tuibulent spirit of the chiefs, how- 
ever, obliged him to seek lefuge at Bombay, a place in the 
possession of the English 

The English, obtaining from him money and jewels to a large 
amount, detached an army with Roggoo-naut Rao for the le- 
duction of Poonah The Poonah mmisteis, deceitfully selected 
a child of two or three days old fiom their own class, proclaimed 
him as the genuine offspring of the murdered Naiiam Rao, and 
as the successor to the Musnud {throne) and assembling an army, 
maiched to oppose the English and Roggoo-naut Rao Finding 
themselves unable to cope with the English, they repeatedly 
sent letters by ambassadois of rank to the piesence of his late 
Highness {Hyder Ah) soliciting his assistance His Highness 
piudently considering, that although it is declared ‘ Heretics are 
impure," yet that it was more advisable to afford than refuse his 
assistance to the infidels belonging to the country (because the 
supremacy of the English was the source of evil to all God’s 
creatures) — with a view to the aid of Poonah, marched to 
Madras with a vast army Many engagements ensued, and 
many places fell, and Madras itself was near being taken , when 
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it pleased God that his Highness should end his days in that 
expedition, and he died in the vicinity of Arcot After this 
event, I continued the war , and after many victories, and the 
capture of numbeiless prisoners, the English sent their am- 
bassadois, humbly, and by engagement and oath, to sue for 
peace Although I was not myself disposed to grant them 
peace, yet by the earnest advice of the nobles of the Khoodadaud 
Sirkar, I consented Four or five years after, when ambassadors 
fiom the Khoodadaud Siikar, Arrived at the Sublime Porte , and 
after representing the sentiments of friendship, returned to the 
presence. The English, receiving information of this circum- 
stance, with hearts inflamed, immediately conceived that all the 
tribe of Islaum were about to league together for their destruc- 
tion They knew too, that they had given your Highness proofs 
of their evil disposition, and theiefore, uniting to themselves 
Nizam Alh Khaun, and the infidels of Poonah, they waged war 
against the Khoodadaud Sirkar for four years At length, near 
a hundred thousand of the followers of the faith, had determined 
to slay their wives and families with their own hands, and rushing 
upon the infidels, drink the cup of martyrdom, and plunge the 
infidels into hell. The counsellors, the Loids, and the respected 
sages of Islaum, all agieed that this attack upon the dominions 
of the Khoodadaud Sirkar was in consequence of the deputation 
of ambassadors with letters to the Sublime Porte, and therefore 
that it was advisable by any means to accommodate matters 
foi the piesent, to communicate to youi Highness all that - 
occuned, and joined with your Highness’s aid, proceed to exter- 
minate the infidels I approved the representation of my faith- 
ful servants, and surrendering three crores and thirty lacs of 
rupees in treasure, and half my country (which was all a dead 
loss to me) put an end to the contest. 

The English having adopted a determined i esolution to subdue 
the whole of Hindostan, and to subvert the Mussulman religion, 
and having united to themselves Nizam Alh Khaun, and the in- 
fidels of Poonah, have for five years past been devising the means , 
accordingly they have lately written in plain and undisguised 
terms, that it is their intention to destroy the religion of Islaum — 
‘evil designs return upon the heads of the mventois^ The 
infidels of Poonah, in consequence of the disagreements pre- 
vailing among the ministers at Delhi, have subverted that 
country, and having destroyed its houses, have erected their own 
temples on their ruins — they have possessed themselves entirely 
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of that kingdom, whilst a poor sightless individual of the royal 
family of Delhi, whose servants put out his eyes, is seated in his 
house m a state the most abject The resources of his main- 
tenance are fixed from the sale of the fruits of his gardens , and 
he IS obliged to pay the ^nc&{ofthat maintenance) by paying adula- 
tion to those treacherous infidels Near five hundred thousand of 
the infidels of the district of Calicut, Nuzzurabaud, Zufferabaud, 
and Ashrufabaud, who were wavering on the precincts of obe- 
dience, have been converted at different times Praise be to God, 
that the whole energy of the well-directed mind of this labourer 
m the way of the Lord, on whose forehead is engiaved the motto 
‘ They dread not the terrific day of judgment,’ is continually 
exerted to support the Religion of Mohummud Accordingly, 
having lately been informed of the excessive commotions excited 
by the son of Abdool Wahaub in the neighbourhood of Mecca 
the holy, I immediately addressed letters to the supreme minister 
Yoosuf Viziei, to the Shereef of Mecca, and the servants of the 
holy receptacle [meaning the place at Medina where Mohummud is 
buried) purporting, that it was my intention to send a consider- 
, able force under the command of one of my approved sons, and 
desiring them to write to me a particular account of the situation 
of affairs in that quarter For the illustrious Kaaba is the object 
of veneration to the followers of truth, and the object of the 
regard of the All Powerful , and to do services thereunto is pro- 
ductive of blessings, both in this world and the woild to come 
The respected and accomplished Syuds, Syud Alli Mohum- 
mud and Syud Modaur-oo-deen, are now nominated and deputed 
with this friendly letter to represent various points of great im- 
portance, and to communicate the sentiments of my mind, and 
with instructions to remain in attendance on your Majesty during 
three years I trust that they will be honoured by admission to 
your Highness’s presence, and have an opportunity of a peisonal 
conference, and of stating to you my sentiments, and that their 
representations will obtain full credit with your Highness May 
the victorious banners of Islaum be ever prevalent, and every 
trace of heresy and infidels be wiped away i 

[A letter to the same effect as the foregoing, was also written 
to Zemaun Shah , several alterations, however, which were ne- 
cessary to adapt the letter to the situation of Zemaun Shah, are 
inserted in the margin of the draft ] 

(A true translation ) 

N B Edmonstone, P T to the Government 
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11. The Earl of Mornington to his Excellency Lieutenant- 

General Harris 

InsU uctt 07 is for the political conduct of the War "with Tippoo 

Fort St George, Feb, 22nd, 1799 

Sir, 

I have reason to believe that many of the tiibutaries, 'principal 
officers, and other subjects of Tippoo Sultaun, aie inclined to 
throw off the authority of that Prince, and to place themselves 
under the protection of the Company and of our allies The 
war in which we are again involved, by the treachery and 
violence of the Sultaun, renders it both just and expedient that 
we should avail ourselves, as much as possible, of the discon- 
tents and disaffection of his people It is, therefore, advisable, 
to ai range a plan for the regular conduct of all negotiations con- 
nected with this object. 

Being apprehensive that your more impoi tant avocations will 
not admit of your taking any part in the details of this business, 
I heieby dnect you to constitute a commission for this purpose, 
to consist of the Honouiable Colonel Wellesley, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Close, Lieutenant-Colonel Agnew, and Captain Mal- 
colm, assistant to the Resident at Hyderabad , with Captain 
Macaulay, to act as secietary to the comijiission 

The commissioneis aie to act constantly in communication 
with you, and to obey whatever directions you shall think 
proper to signify to them 

They aie to report their pioceedings to me as frequently and 
as regularly as circumstances shall permit 

They will coriespond with the commissioners in Malabar on 
such points as shall be connected in any respect with the objects 
of this commission and for this purpose you will be pleased to 
furnish them with a copy of the Company’s cypher. No ii. 

Then duty is to consist, generally, m receiving and considering 
all such overtuies from the subjects of Tippoo Sultann (of what- 
ever class), as may either be referred by you to the commis- 
sioners, or may be addressed to them thiough other channels 

In cases which may not admit of lefeience to me, they will 
decide, under your authority, on the degiee and nature of the 
encouragement proper to be given to such persons as may pro- 
pose to place themselves under the protection of the Company 
The following extracts fiom my instructions to the commis- 
sioners in Malabar (which you will be pleased to communicate 
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to the officers named in the present commission), will explain 
the general principles by which their conduct is to be regulated 

‘I now authorize you to avail yourselves, without leserve, 
of the overtures made some time since to Mi. Uthofif and to 
Captain Mahony, by Shehab-ud-Dein Khan, to whatevei extent 
you may judge practicable and useful You will also receive 
and encourage fiom any other of the chiefs, or public officers of 
Tippoo Sultaun, on the coast of Malabai, any advances which 
shall appear to you to piomise assistance to the Company, in 
the prosecution of the war against that Prince. 

‘I am not at piesent in possession of any information which 
enables me to judge with sufficient certainty of the general dis- 
position and tcmpei of the inhabitants of Tippoo’s remaining 
dominions on the coast of Malabar If, however, they should 
manifest an inclination to revolt against his authority, and you 
should think it expedient to encourage them, I leave it to your 
discretion to offer them such support and protection as the state 
of the British force on your coast may enable you to afford. I 
also authorize you to give to all tiibutaries, or otheis, renouncing 
their allegiance to Tippoo, and acting heaitily in our favour, the 
most positive assuiances, m the name of the Company, that I 
will use my utmost efforts to compel that Piince to relinquish 
all claims upon their allegiance, and to agree to their becoming 
the dependents and subjects of the Honourable Company, on 
such terms as shall heieafter be arranged under my orders ’ 

The enclosure No i contains an account of the overtuies from 
Shehab-ud-Dein Khan, referied to in the foregoing extract 

It will be obvious, however, that the instructions apply more 
particularly to tributaries, or zemindars, possessing or claiming 
such districts on the borders of the Company’s terntoiy as may 
be annexed to it, in the favourable event of a further reduction 
of the Sultaun’s power, and of a partition of his present domi- 
nions 

The commission will communicate with Meer Allum, with 
respect to all such proposals as may appear likely to concern 
the interests of the Nizam. Any overtures which may be made 
by tributaries, 01 other subjects of the Sultaun, adjacent to the 
present frontier of his Highness, will be considered with Meer 
Allum s assistance , the necessary encouragement and assurances 
to such persons being, more properly, to be adjusted by the 
powers to whom their allegiance may eventually be transferred. 

The same principle must be applied to any offers which may 
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piocced fiom districts bordering on the present Mahiatta domi- 
nions Should a Mahiatta force heieaftei join your army, the 
commissioners will (in the cases to which I now icfer), consult 
with the commander of that force, as well as with the command- 
ing officer of any Biitish detachment from Bombay which may 
be acting with the Mahrattas 

But, although 111 the two last cases, authoritative assurances 
and encouragement would most pioperly proceed fiom our allies 
respectively, it is not impiobablc that, on some occasions, the 
guaiantee of the Company may be requiied to such engage- 
ments, and even be made an indispensable preliminary condition 
by the parties pioposmg to abandon the cause of Tippoo 

It is desiiable to avoid all such engagements of the nature 
of a guaiantee, the commissioners, theiefore, will be careful not 
to guarantee any engagements which the allies may be inclined 
to foim with poisons renouncing then allegiance to Tippoo 
Sultaun, excepting m cases where the proposed advantage shall 
be impoi tant to the common cause, and evidently unattainable 
without a formal guaiantee. In geneial, therefore, such con- 
tracts must be avoided , but if a case of peculiar exigency 
should arise, without a possibility of a previous leference to me, 
the commissioners will regulate their conduct as ncaily as pos- 
sible on the piinciplcs Avhich I have already established, for 
cases moie immediately affecting the paiticular mteiests of the 
Company 

The him foundation on which oui connexion with the Court 
of Hyderabad is now happily placed, disposes me to guaiantee, 
with less hesitation, any engagements which the Nizam, or Meer 
Allum, on his Highness’s behalf, might be willing to form with 
the tributaries of the enemy on the side of his Highness’s 
frontier than piudence would requiie m any similar transaction 
under the Mahratta power. 

With respect to overtures proceeding fiom the more central 
parts of the enemy’s country, and, theiefoie, from peisons Avhose 
possessions are not likely, m any event, to be tiansferied to any 
of the allies, it is evident that such oveituies cannot be received 
or encouraged m the same manner as those which have been 
already considered. To offers of this desciiption, the commis- 
sion must return meiely such assurances of aid and suppoit 
(whethei military or pecuniaiy), as it may be immediately 
practicable to affoid, avoiding, carefully, any engagements 
which might ultimately embaiiass a negotiation foi peace With 
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regard to pecuniary aids, I authorize you to give your sanction 
to such advances of money as the commissioner may deem 
essentially necessary to promote the objects of these instruc- 
tions, apprizing you, however, that these advances of money 
must be confined within the limits of moderation, and with due 
attention to economy 

With these instructions you will receive copies, in Persian and 
English, of a declaration which I propose to publish for the 
purpose of justifying to the powers of Hindostan the measures 
which the conduct of Tippoo Sultaun has compelled the Com- 
pany and their allies to adopt. You will communicate this 
document to the commissioners, who are to prepare and publish, 
in your name, such proclamations as shall appear to them to be - 
best adapted to the state of the different parts of the enemy’s 
country through which' you may pass, or with which you may 
open any mtercourbc, conforming the general tenor of all such 
proclamations to the principles and spirit of the declaration 

You have already been furnished with copies m Persian and 
English, of my correspondence with Tippoo Sultaun, as well as 
with translations in Persian, of the Grand Signior’s manifesto, 
and of his Highness’s letter to the Sultan, you will communicate 
these papers to the commissioners Those passages of the 
correspondence, and of the documents received from Constanti- 
nople, which expose the character of the French republic, and 
the outrages committed by the French against the acknow- 
ledged head of the Mahommedan church, may, m particular, be 
employed to produce an useful impression on all the Mussul- 
man inhabitants of Mysore The commissioners will make any 
further use of these documents which may appear advisable 

I also enclose (No 2) copies, m Persian and English, of an 
agreement which has been lately concluded, under my direction, 
with certain chiefs of the Ghyie Mehdy sect of Mussulmans 
For an account of the banishment of these sectaries from the 
dominions of Tippoo Sultaun, I refer you to the accompanying 
extract of a letter from the Resident at Hyderabad, under date 
the 4th of January last, making the inclosure No 3 Among 
these exiles aie many persons who foimerly held situations of 
great trust under the government of the late Hyder Ah Khan, 
as well as under that of Tippoo Sultaun , and it is obvious that 
all these persons must be intimately acquainted with the countiy 
of the enemy Jt will be the business of the commissioners, 
under your orders, to consider how the knowledge and probable 
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connexions of these people, may be best applied to the pro- 
motion of the objects of their commission It appears that the 
Siidars, whom, together with 400 Sillahdar horse, I have agreed 
to entertain for the piesent (piincipally with a view to the 
advantages which may be derived from their local knowledge 
and connexions) possess the means, as well as the inclination, of 
levying for our seivice a consideiable body of cavalry, consisting 
of their exiled associates, now dispersed thioughout the domi- 
nions of the Peishwa and of the Nizam. To employ their whole 
foice in the field would be extiemely buithensome, and I trust 
we shall never be undei the necessity of resorting to such 
assistance beyond the extent of the airangement already con- 
cluded with Jaffier Khan and Syed Yacoob. 

The commission will be confidentially informed by Captain 
Malcolm of the progress which may have been made in a certain 
secret negotiation which has been opened by Meer Allum, m 
communication with Captain Malcolm since the conduct of 
Tippoo Sultaun compelled me to adopt the resolution of attack- 
ing his territories It is impossible foi me, m the piesent stage 
of this negotiation, to give the commission any precise instruc- 
tions for the regulation of their proceedings with relation to this 
veiy peculiar and impoitant case, and, theiefore, I must leave 
the management of it to their discretion, aided by that of Meer 
Allum If, however, they should be able to transmit to me any 
report on this delicate point before the communication between 
the army and this Presidency shall become precarious or dif- 
ficult, it IS my desire that they should wiite to me in cypher, a 
caution which they must always observe in their coirespondence 
with me, fiom any position which may lender then despatches 
liable to be intercepted 

The enclosure No 4, consists of a memoiandum of a most 
secret and delicate nature, relating to the family which governed 
Mysore previously to the usuipation of Hyder Ah Khan 

It IS obvious that no advantageous negotiation can be opened 
with any of the suiwiving blanches of this family under any 
other circumstances than a deteimination, accompanied by 
undoubted power, to effect the total removal of the luling 
dynasty. Such a determination in the present stage of our 
contest with Tippoo Sultaun would be premature, and incom- 
patible with the principles on which my instructions to you of 
the 3rd instant weie founded My orders for the maich of the 
army being grounded on the necessity of providing for our own 
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indispensable security and leasonable indemnity, and being 
strictly limited to those justifiable objects There is, besides, 
no reason to suppose that any of the persons mentioned m the 
accompanying memoir could be lendeied useful (m any material 
degree) in the prosecution of the wai 

The commissioner must, theiefore, confine their pioceedmgs 
on this subject to enquiries into the state of paities m Mysore, 
with a view to the piacticability of lestoimg that family with oi 
without the consent of the pimcipal Mussulman chiefs at piesent 
m authority m the countiy The commission will leadily per- 
ceive that these enquiries must be conducted with the utmost 
caution and prudence, for if their object were to tianspire, the 
discoveiy might check, if not prevent, many advances which 
would otherwise be made fiom persons attached to the Mussul- 
man Government 

The personal safety of the suivivmg adheients of the ancient 
family of the Rajahs of Mysore, and even of the Ranee herself, 
also lequires peculiai disci etion and secrecy m the conduct of 
this part of the business of the commission. The most dreadful 
scene of vengeance and slaughter would be the probable con- 
sequence of Tippoo’s receiving the slightest intimation of the 
contents of the accompanying memoir, which, therefore, after 
being attentively perused by the commissioners, must be de- 
stioyed 

You will direct Captain Macleod, of the intelligence depait- 
ment, to communicate, from time to time, to the commission 
whatevei intelligence he may receive of a nature connected with 
the objects of the commission, with which I authorize you to 
make him fully acquainted 

I am, &c 

Mornington 

12 Declaration, of the Right Honourable the G-overnor Gene- 
ral in Council, for all the forces and affairs of the British 
nation in the East Indies, on behalf of the Honourable 
the East India Company and the aUies of the said Com- 
pany there, his Highness the Hizam and the Peishwa 

Declaration of tlie occasion of the War with Tippoo 

Fort St George, zed Feb , 1799 

A solemn treaty of peace and friendship was concluded at 
Senngapatam, between the Honourable Company and the 



TIPPOO CANNOT BLAME OUR CONDUCT. 89 

Nabob Asoph Jah and the Peishwa on the one part, and the 
Nabob Tippoo Sultaun on the other part , and from that day 
all commotion and hostility ceased Since that day, the three 
allied states have invariably manifested a sacred regard for the 
obligations contracted undei that treaty with the Nabob Tippoo 
Sultaun Of this uniform disposition, abundant proofs have 
been afforded by each of the allies Whatever differences have 
arisen with regaid to the limits of the territory of Mysoie, have 
been amicably adjusted without difficulty, and with the most 
exact attention to the principles of equity, and to the stipula- 
tions of treaty Such has been the solicitude of the allies for 
the pieservation of tranquillity, that they have viewed with 
forbearance, for some years past, various embassies and military 
pieparations on the part of Tippoo Sultaun, of a tendency so 
evidently hostile to the interests of the allies, as would have 
justified them, not only m the most serious remonstrances, but 
even in an appeal to aims On the part of the British Govern- 
ment every endeavour has been employed to conciliate the con- 
fidence of the Sultaun, and to mitigate his vindictive spirit, by 
the most unequivocal acknowledgment and confirmation of his 
just rights, and by the removal of every cause of jealousy which 
might tend to interrupt the continuance of peace These pacific 
sentiments have been most paiticularly manifested in the 
Governor Geneial’s recent decision on Tippoo Sultaun’s claim 
to the district of Wynaad, and in the negotiation opened by his 
Lordship with regard to the districts of Amerah and Souleah. 
In every instance the conduct of the British Government in 
India towaids Tippoo Sultaun, has been the natural result of 
those principles of moderation, justice, and good faith, which the 
legislature of Great Britain and the Honourable the East India 
Company have firmly established as the unalterable rule of their 
intercourse with the native princes and states of India 

The exemplary good faith and the pacific disposition of the 
allies, since the conclusion of the treaty of Seiingapatam, has 
never been disputed even by Tippoo Sultaun Far from having 
attempted to alledge even the pretext of a complaint against 
their conduct, he has constantly acknowledged then justice, 
sincerity, and good faith, and has piofessed, in the most cordial 
terms, his desire to maintain and strengthen the foundations of 
harmony and concoid with them 

In the midst of these amicable professions on the part of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and at the moment when the British Govern- 
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ment had issued oideis for the confiimation of his claim to 
Wynaad, it was with astonishment and indignation that the 
allies discoveied the engagements which he had conti acted 
with the Fiench nation, in diiect violation of the tieaty of 
Seringapatam, as well as of his own most solemn and recent 
piotestations of friendship towards the allies 

Undei the mask of these specious piofcssions, and of a pre- 
tended veneiation for the obligations of tieaty, Tippoo Sultaun 
despatched ambassadors to the Isle of France, who, m a peiiod 
of profound peace in India, proposed and concluded, in his 
name, an offensive alliance with the French, for the avowed 
puipose of commencing a war of aggiession against the Com- 
pany, and consequently against the Peishwa and the Nizam, the 
allies of the Company 

The ambassadors, in the name of Tippoo Sultaun, demanded 
mihtaiy succouis fiom the Fiench, and actually levied a military 
foicc in the Isle of Fiance, with the declared view of prosecuting 
the intended war 

When the ambassadors letuincd, in a Fiench ship of war, 
from the Isle of Fiance, Tippoo Sultaun suffered the military 
force, which they had levied for the avowed purpose of making 
war upon the allies, to land in his country, and finally, he 
admitted it into his aimy by these peisonal acts ratifying and 
confiiming the proceedings of his ambassadors 

This militaiy force, however, was not sufficiently poweiful to 
enable him immediately to attempt his declared purpose of 
attacking the Company’s possessions, but m the meanwhile 
he advanced his hostile preparations conformably to his engage- 
ments with the French, and he was ready to move his aimy 
into the Company’s teiritories whenever he might obtain from 
France the effectual succours which he had assiduously solicited 
from that nation 

But the piovidence of God, and the victorious aims of the 
British nation, frustrated his vain hopes, an^checked the pre- 
sumptuous career of the French in Egj^pt at the moment when 
he anxiously expected their arrival on the coast of Malabar 

The British Government, the Nizam, and the Peishwa, had 
not omitted the necessary piecaution of assembling their forces 
for the joint protection of their respective dominions The 
strict principles of self-defence would have justified the allies at 
that period of time m making an immediate attack upon the 
territories of Tippoo Sultaun , but even the happy intelligence 
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of the gloiious success of the Biitish fleet at the mouth of the 
Nile did not abate the anxious desire of the allies to maintain 
the relations of amity and peace with Tippoo Sultaun They 
attempted, by a moderate lepresentation, to recall him to a 
sense of his obligations, and of the genuine principles of 
prudence and policy, and they employed every eflbit to open 
the channels of negotiation, and to facilitate the means of 
amicable accommodation With these salutary views, the Go- 
vernor General, on the 8th November, lygS, m the name of the 
allies, proposed to despatch an ambassador to Tippoo Sultaun, 
for the purpose of renewing the bonds of friendship, and of con- 
cluding such an arrangement as might afford effectual security 
against any future interiuption of the public tranquillity, and 
his Loidship repeated the same proposal on the loth December, 
1798 Tippoo Sultaun declined, by various evasions and subter- 
fuges, this friendly and moderate advance on the part of the 
allies, and he manifested an evident disposition to reject the 
means of pacific accommodation, by suddenly breaking up, m 
the month of December, the confeiences which had commenced 
with respect to the districts of Ameiah and Souleah, and by 
interrupting the intercourse between his subjects and those of 
the Company on their respective frontiers On the 9th January, 
1799, the Governor General being ai rived at Fort St George 
(notwithstanding these discouraging circumstances in the con- 
duct of Tippoo Sultaun) renewed with increased earnestness, 
the expression of his Lordship’s anxious desire to despatch an 
ambassador to the Sultaun 

The Governor General expressly solicited the Sultaun to 
return an answer within one day to this letter, and as it in- 
volved no proposition either injurious to the rights, dignity, or 
honour of the Sultaun, or in any degree novel or complicated 
either m foim or substance, it could not require a longer con- 
sideration The Governor General waited with the utmost 
solicitude for an answer to the reasonable and distinct pro- 
position contained in his letter of the 9th January, 1799 Tippoo 
Sultaun, however, who must have received this letter before the 
15th of January, remained silent, although the Governor General 
had plainly apprized that prince, that dangerous consequences 
would result from delay In the meanwhile the season for 
military operations had already advanced to so late a period, as 
to render a speedy decision indispensable to the security of the 
allies Under these circumstances, on the 3rd of February 
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(eight days having elapsed from the period when an answer 
might have been received from Sermgapatam to the Governor 
General’s letter of the 9th January) his Lordship declared to the 
allies, that the necessary measures must now be adopted, without 
delay, for securing such advantages as should place the common 
safety of the allies beyond the reach of the insincerity of Tippoo 
Sultaun, and of the violence of the French With this view, the 
Governor General, on the 3rd of February, issued orders to the 
British armies to maich, and signified to the commander of his 
Majesty’s squadron, that the obstinate silence of the Sultaun 
must be considered as a rejection of the proposed amicable 
negotiation 

At length, on the 13th of February, a letter from Tippoo 
Sultaun reached the Governor General, in which the Sultaun 
signifies to his Lordship, ‘ that being frequently disposed to 
make excursions and hunt, he was accordingly proceeding upon 
a hunting excursion,’ adding, ‘that the Governor General would 
be pleased to despatch Major Doveton to him, unattended or 
slightly attended ’ 

The allies will not dwell on the peculiar phrases of this letter , 
but It must be evident to all the states of India, that the answer 
of the Sultaun has been deferred to this late period of the 
season, with no other view than to preclude the allies, by 
insidious delays, from the benefit of those advantages which 
their combined military operations would enable them to secure 
On those advantages alone (under the recent experience of 
Tippoo Sultaun’s violation of the treaty of Sermgapatam, and 
under the peculiar ciicumstances of that prince’s offensive 
alliance with the French) can the allies now venture to rely for 
the faithful execution of any tieaty of peace concluded with 
Tippoo Sultaun 

The allies cannot suffer Tippoo Sultaun to profit by his own 
studied and systematic delay, nor to impede such a disposition 
of their military and naval force, as shall appear best calculated 
to give effect to their just views. 

Bound by the sacred obligations of public faith, professing the 
most amicable disposition, and undisturbed in the possession of 
those dominions secuied to him by treaty, Tippoo Sultaun 
wantonly violated the relations of amity and peace, and com- 
pelled the allies to arm in defence of their rights, their hap- 
piness, and their honour 

For a period of three months, he obstinately rejected every 
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pacific overture, in the hourly expectation of receiving that 
succour which he has eagerly solicited for the prosecution of 
his favourite purposes of ambition and revenge Disappointed 
in his hopes of immediate vengeance and conquest, he now 
resorts to subterfuge and procrastination- and, by a tardy, 
reluctant, and insidious acquiescence m a proposition which he 
had so long and repeatedly declined, he endeavours to frustrate 
the precautions of the allies, and to protract every effectual 
operation, until some change of circumstances and of season 
shall revive his expectations of disturbing the tranquillity of 
India, by favouring the irruption of a French army 

The allies are equally prepared to repel his violence, and to 
counteract his artifices and delays 

The allies are, therefore, lesolved to place their army in such 
a position as shall afford adequate protection against any 
artifice or insincerity, and shall preclude the return of that 
danger which has so lately menaced their possessions The 
allies, however, retaining an anxious desire to effect an adjust- 
ment with Tippoo Sultaun, Lieutenant General Harris, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of his Majesty’s and the Honourable Com- 
pany’s forces on the coast of Coromandel and Malabar, is 
authorized to receive any embassy which Tippoo Sultaun may 
despatch to the head quarters of the British army, and to concert 
a treaty on such conditions as appear to the allies to be indis- 
pensably necessary for the establishment of a secure and per- 
manent peace 

Dated Fort St George, 22nd February, 1799, by order of the 
Right Honourable the Governor General in Council, 

Jos. Webbe 

A trae Copy, N B Edsionstone, 

Persian Translator to Govt 

13 From the Governor- General to General Harris 
Advantageoiis ciraimstances wider which the War was 

undertaken. 

(Private ) Fort St. George, February 23, 1799 

My dear General, 

‘ Having answered all your public and private letters, adopted 
every arrangement suggested m your several minutes, and 
furnished you with detailed instructions applicable to every 
contingency for which I can provide, I now proceed to com- 
municate to you without reserve my private sentiments with 
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regard to your own situation, and to my expectations of the 
result of the important expedition which I have entrusted to 
your charge The army of the Carnatic immediately under 
youi command is unquestionably the best appointed, the most 
completely equipped, the most amply and liberally supplied, 
the most peifect m point of discipline, and the most fortunate 
m the acknowledged experience and abilities of its officers in 
every depaitment, which ever took the field m India It com- 
prises a more numerous and better appointed corps of cavalry 
than any European power in India ever brought into action. 
The army on the coast of Malabar appears by all accounts to 
be m an equally efficient state, and the command on that coast 
never before was lodged in such able hands All the depait- 
ments relating to supplies from that quarter promise to affoid a 
far more effectual assistance than was derived from thence during 
the last war. The powerful force which is destined to co-opeiate 
from the southward is an advantage not possessed m the last 
war, and which will become doubly useful under the conduct of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brown , and m the Baramahl, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Read has already contributed the fruits of his experience 
in the collection of supplies, and every measure has been taken 
to secuie the earliest benefits from his exertions. The appear- 
ance of so large a fleet on Tippoo’s coasts is a circumstance of 
advantage not possessed in the last war, and which cannot fail 
to aid your operations, by intimidating the enemy and by en- 
couraging defection among his subjects With regard to the 
allies, the Nizam’s foice has appeared m the field at a much 
earlier period than in the last contest with Tippoo , and the 
cordial zeal of the court of Hyderabad for our success (which 
was so questionable during the last war) now admits of no 
doubt 

The Mahrattahs have accepted a detachment from Bombay , 
and during the siege of Sermgapatam there is no reason to 
apprehend that the Peishwa will not make every effort to assist 
you with a large body of cavalry You aie invested with powers 
fully adequate to the management of these extraordinary and 
numerous advantages, and you are surrounded by a staff ap- 
pointed in the most hbeial manner, and uniting every species of 
knowledge and ability which can tend to give additional force to 
the effoits of your own experience and zeal The object of your 
opeiations is single, distinct, and definite, and the means of 
attaining it have been the continual study of yourself, and of 
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those acting under your orders. The enemy’s country, the 
nature of his resources, the strength of his defences, and the 
character of his force, are subjects perfectly familiar to the 
whole of your staff, and to most of youi principal officers He 
cannot make a movement which they will not anticipate, nor is 
any contingency likely to arise against which they will not have 
provided On the other hand, Tippoo Sultaun’s army is known 
to have suffered essentially both m numbers and discipline since 
the last war His finances are m great disorder , he no longer 
possesses the confidence of his army, his councils aie distracted 
by a variety of contending factions, and his spirits are dejected 
and broken by the disappointment of his hopes of French 
assistance, by the retreat of Zemaun Shah, by the failure of his 
intrigues at the courts of Poonah and Hyderabad and by the 
unexampled vigour, alaciity, and extent of our military pre- 
parations You possess, theiefore, every advantage which the 
most sanguine mind could expect, 01 the most anxious could 
desire, m the strength of your own armj^^ m the cordiality of the 
allies, in the comparative weakness and dejection of the enemy, 
in the efficiency of your power, in the suppoi t of the Government 
under which you are to act, in the ability of the counsels which 
you can command, and in the unity and simplicity of the object 
which you aie directed to pursue Under such circumstances, it 
IS not presumption to expect the most decisive success With a 
full confidence that you will make a just use of the unprece- 
dented and unlimited advantages of your present enviable and 
commanding situation, and with a persuasion that you will con- 
duct your army with a degree of vigour and alacrity pioportioned 
to that with which you have equipped it, I cannot entertain the 
smallest doubt that (under Providence) the issue of the expedi- 
tion will be as speedy and prosperous as the means which you 
possess aie abundant and unexampled I am, however, aware 
that, m all great enterprises, difficulties will occur , but where 
previous measuies have been well combined, and eveiy season- 
able precaution provided, a manly firmness will surmount 
obstacles even of a formidable appearance, and the trivial 
ordinary embarrassments of detail are conqueied the moment 
they are despised Recollect the difficulties which opposed 
the detachment of a large portion of the central army to ac- 
complish an arduous undertaking at the court of the Nizam , 
you encountered every impediment with resolution and spirit, 
and within two months you saw the happy effects of your own 
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firmness m the complete and easy success of that important 
measuie, and you now feel those effects in the great accession of 
strength which has resulted from that measure to the common 
cause of the allies 

Recollect that the equipment of the very army which you 
now command was long 1 epi esented to be utterly impracticable 
within the present season , and that difficulties absolutely in- 
surmountable weie supposed to preclude the possibility of laising 
the necessary funds for carrying on the present campaign Every ' 
impartial mind must iiozv admit that a more striking example 
of the efficacy of perseverance and resolution in overcoming 
piactical obstacles of detail cannot be exhibited than that which 
appears m the actual state of your older of battle, and of your 
tumbrils These reflections will natuially animate you to an 
unremitting exertion of the same spiiit of alacrity and prompti- 
tude, which has brought youi army to its piesent unrivalled and 
admiiable condition The magnitude of the enterpiise, and the 
means which you possess of commanding its success by a vigor- 
ous use of youi extensive poweis, will laise your mind above the 
consideration of all temporary inconveniences, will enable you to 
oveicome every delay, and will acceleiate the rapidity of your 
progiess towaids that object, which however great and valuable 
IS easily attainable by diligence, fortitude and despatch. With 
these sentiments, my dear General, I take my leave of you (I 
trust for a very short peiiod of time), in the firm conviction, that, 
within 'a few weeks, I shall have the satisfaction of congratulating 
you on the piospeious issue of a service, combining more solid 
advantages and more brilliant distinctions than the favour of 
fortune, season, and circumstances, ever placed within the reach 
of any British subject in India, from the earliest success of our 
arms to the present day 

Believe me, my dear General, 

With the greatest regard and good wishes. 

Your faithful friend and servant, 

MORNINGTON 

14. The Earl of Mormngton to the Honourable the Court 

of Directors. 

Vindication and plan of the Mysoi'e War 

Fort St George, 20th March, 1799. 

Hon. Sirs, 

My separate despatch, under date the 21st November, for- 
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warded by the Eurydice, will have apprized your Honourable 
Court of the measures which I took for the purpose of restoring 
to his Highness the Nizam the power of fulfilling his defensive 
engagements with the Company 

At the same time my endeavours were employed with equal 
assiduity to give vigour and effect to the treaties subsisting with 
his Highness the Peishwa The return of Nana Furnaveese to 
the administration afforded for some time a just expectation 
that our alliance with the Mahrattas would speedily be restored 
with additional vigour and advantage, but the increasing dis- 
tractions of the Mahratta empire unfortunately frustrated the 
wise counsels of that experienced and able statesman, and dis- 
appointed my views at the Court of Poonah I had, however, 
the satisfaction to ascertain that the disposition of that Court, 
under the administration of Nana, continued perfectly favourable 
to the British interests, and that want of power would be the sole 
cause of its inaction in the event of a war with Tippoo Sultaun 
From the moment of my arrival at Fort St George all the 
inhabitants of this settlement, and every officer, civil and mili- 
tary, appeared to be animated by an unanimous deteimination 
to discharge their respective duties with a degree of cheerfulness 
and ardour coi respondent with the exigency and importance 
of the occasion , and I was soon satisfied that the disposition, 
of which I lamented the appearance in the months of July 
and August, had either been subdued by the just exeicise of 
authority, or corrected by reflection, and by the more full 
disclosure of the views of the enemy The zeal, alacrity, and 
public spirit of the bankers and commercial agents at Madras, 
as well as of the most respectable of your civil servants at this 
Presidency, enabled me, Avithin a few weeks, to raise a large sum 
of money, by loan, for the public seiwice Previous to my 
departure from Bengal, I had remitted twenty lacs of rupees 
in specie for the use of this Presidency, I now despatch the 
Sybille to Calcutta foi a further supply, and the extraordinary 
exertion of his Excellency the Vice-President in Council, 
assisted by the diligence and ability of Mr. Thomas Myers, the 
Accountant-General of Bengal, furnished me with an additional 
aid of twenty lacs within so short a time, that the movement of 
the army was not delayed for an instant on account of a de- 
ficiency of treasure, and Lieutenant-General Harris was pro- 
vided with a sufficient supply of specie to maintain his army in 
the field until the month of May 



98 TIPPOO'S ARTFUL SILENCE — HOW FOILED 

Tippoo Sultaun lemaming silent for a consideiable time, aftei 
the receipt of my letter of the 9th of January, I concluded that 
his object must be to delay his answei until the season should 
be so far advanced as to lendei the capture of Seringapatam 
impracticable during the present year 

In the mean while the advices from Bussoiah, Bagdad, Con- 
stantinople, and Bombay were of so unceitam a nature as to 
leave me still m doubt with lespect to the condition of the 
French aimy in Egypt , the only safe conclusion which could 
be diawn fiom those advices being, that the French still main- 
tained the possession of that countiy with a large army 

No intelligence had been leceived fiom the Red Sea le- 
specting the ai rival of any of his Majestjds ships on that station, 
nor had I been able to asceitam, with any dcgiee of accuiacy, 
what means the French might either have provided, or might 
find on the spot to enable them to leach the Sultaun^s 
dominions 

In addition to these circumstances, I knew that, while Tippoo 
Sultaun had declined to leceive an ambassadoi fiom the 
Honouiable Companj^, and had omitted to answei my late 
letters, he had despatched native vakeels from Seiingapatam, 
who, together wuth M Du Buc, (one of the leaders of the French 
foice, laised in the Isle of France under M Malartic’s procla- 
mation,) were on the point of embaiking at Tianquebar with an 
avowed mission fiom the Sultaun to the Executive Directory 
of Fiance 

On the 3rd of Febiuary I had received no answer from the 
Sultaun to my letter of the 9th of January, although the com- 
munication between Seringapatam and Fort St George does not 
require, at the most, a longer time than eight, and is sometimes 
effected in four, days 

In ordei, theiefore, to defeat the object of the Sultauffs 
silence, and to avail myself of the actual superioiity of our 
force, and of the advantages of the present season, before the 
French could effect any junction with him, I determined to com- 
mence hostilities without delay, and to suspend all negotiation, 
until the united forces of the Company and of their allies should 
have made such an impression on the teiritoiies of Mysore, as 
might give full effect to our just representations 

With these views, on the 3d of February, I directed Lieut.- 
General Harris to enter the teriitory of Mysore with the army 
assembled under his command , and on the same day I issued 
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oideis to Lieut -General Stuart, to be piepared to co-opeiate 
from Malabaij and I signified to Rear-Admiial Rainier, and to 
the several allies of the Company, that I now considered the 
Biitish Government in India to be at wai with Tippoo Sultaun 

At length, on the 13th of Febiuaiy, I leceived fiom Tippoo 
Sultaun the Icttei marked No 7, mfoiming me, that, ‘being 
frequently disposed to make excuisions and hunt,’ he was, 
‘ accoidingly, pioceeding upon a hunting cxcuision,’ and de- 
siring that I vould ‘ despatch Majoi Doveton slightly attended,’ 
01 ‘unattended.' 

But the season for negotiation, thiough the pacific channels, 
so often offered by me, vas now elapsed After mature de- 
libciation, on the giounds already stated, I had directed the 
advance of the aimy into the teiiitoiy of the Sultaun, and I had 
signified to the allies my deteimination to pioceed to hostilities 
To have delayed the advance of the aimy, would at once have 
thrown the advantages which I then possessed into the hands of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and have rendcicd the siege of his capital 
impiacticable duiing the piesent season On the othei hand, 
an embassy, combined vith the hostile irruption of our aimy 
into Mysoie, would have been liable to the imputation of insm- 
ceiity towaids Tippoo Sultaun, and while it bore the appearance 
of indecision in the e3^es of the allies, would have piomoted, and 
perhaps, warranted a similar dcgiec of instability in their councils 
and operations 

The design of this taidy, leluctant, and insidious assent to 
the admission of an embassy from the Biitish Government 
could be considcied m no other light than that of a new aitificc 
foi the purpose of gaming time, until a^change of circumstances 
and of season might enable the Sultaun to avail himself of the 
assistance of France This conclusion Avas now confiimed by 
my knowledge of the actual cmbaikation of M Du Buc and 
two native vakeels on an embassy from Tippoo to the Executive 
Directory of France, an event which took place at Tranquebar 
on the 7th of February 

I, theiefore, replied to the letter of Tippoo Sultaun in the 
terms of the enclosure. No 8, in which I have declared Lieut - 
General Harris to be the only pci son now authorized by me to 
receive and to answer whatevei communications the Sultaun 
may think fit to make, with a view to the icstoration of peace 
on such conditions as appeal to the allies to be indispensably 
necessary to their common security. This letter I directed 

H % 
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General Hams to forward to the Sultaun, on the day on which 
the army under his command should pass the frontier, and at 
the same time I mstiucted him to issue, in the name of the 
allies, the accompanying declaration marked No 9 ^ 


^ The dedal ation is as follows — 

The Proclamation of Lieut -General George IJains, Commander -in- Chief 
of all his Majesty's and the Honoiti able Company’s foices on the coasts of 
Coi omandel and Malabar, to the Zemindars or Poligars, Desmooks, De- 
spondies, Canoongoes, Nauigotirs, Potails, Shambogues, and to all Amnul- 
dai s, Sc) ishtadai s, Kelladars, and other inhabitants of Mysore, who shall 
receive the Company's Cowle 

Whereas Tippoo Sultaun having concluded an offensive alliance with 
the French, the inveterate enemies of the English, the Peishwa, and the 
Nizam of Decan rejected all overtures on their part for effecting an ac- 
commodation, and giving proofs that he only waited the arrival of the 
French to involve all India in a war, the allies have sent their armies 
into this country, under my command, to fiustrate his ambitious designs, 
and to secure their possessions against the future attempts of such in- 
sidious enemies. 

These being the views of the allies, I come not to make war upon the 
defenceless inhabitants of this country, but to receive you under then 
protection, and promise you perfect security under their government 
To facilitate the carrying these intentions into execution, Lieut -Colonel 
Alexander Read, the same officer under whose administration you expe- 
rienced last war the benefits of a British Government, is again appointed 
to superintend the affairs of all the districts dependent on Mysore that 
may be reduced by the armies of the English, and as a further indication 
thereof, cowle flags shall be distributed over the country, and safe-guards 
sent to all the villages in the vicinity of the armies, to secure the inhabi- 
tants fiom depredation 

These measures being taken, and the allied armies sufficiently powerful 
to afford all the districts m their rear effectual protection, yon will re- 
main m your villages, proceed in the cultivation of your lands, and enjoy 
all the blessings of profound peace 

Benefittmg so considerably by the liberal policy of the allies, it will 
become a duty on your part to merit their protection by serving them as 
obedient subjects, and rendering them the dues of the Sirkar, in the ex- 
action of which will be evinced that moderation and justice, which distin- 
guish the British from all the other nations of Euiope in their conduct 
towards natives of India 

The general good of the people under them being the study of their 
Government, it evidently follows, that, whoever shall render them parti- 
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The Nizam’s contingent consists of above 6000 of the Honour- 
able Company’s tioops subsidized by his Highness, of about the 
same number of his own infantry, (including a propoition of 
M Peron’s sepoys, now commanded by British officeis,) and of 
a large body of cavalry 

This force, undei the general command of Meer Allum, 
formed a junction with the Biitish aimy on the 19th Febiuary 
and It IS with the greatest satisfaction that I remark to your 
Honourable Court the beneficial effects which the Company has 
already deiived from the recent improvement of our alliance 
with the Court of Hyderabad The Nizam’s contingent actually 
airived m the vicinity of Chittoor^ in a state of preparation for 
the field, before General Harris was leady to proceed on his 
march fiom Vellore 

I have annexed to this despatch the last leturn of Lieut - 
Geneial Harris’s army, previous to his passing the frontiei , an 
aimy more completely appointed, more amply and hbeially 
supplied in every department, or more perfect in its discipline, 
and in the acknowledged experience, ability, and zeal of its 
officeis, never took the field in India The army on the coast 
of Malabar is in an equally efficient and lespectable condition, 
and the extiaoidinary effoits which have been made by Lieut - 
General Stuait and Major-General Haiti ey, seconded by the 
cordial attachment and unremitting assiduity of the Rajah of 
Coorga, have collected within a very short period of time a 
supply so abundant, that I am induced to transmit the par- 
ticulars of It to youi Honourable Court, as a testimony of the 
distinguished meiits of those valuable officers, and of the loyalty 
and active exertion of that faithful tributary of the Honouiable 
Company 

A consideiable force, under the command of Lieut.-Colonels 
Read and Brown, will co-operate with Lieut -General Harris in 
the southern districts of the Carnatic and Mysore 

Under these ciicumstances. General Harris entered the terri- 


cular services during the present war, such as aiding Colonel Read in 
ascertaining the sources of the public revenue, in regulating the police, in 
procuring supplies for the aimy, or in giving intelligence of the enemy’s 
designs, may be sure of rewards suitable to the importance and success 
of their endeavours 

Written at Head Quarters, George Harris. 

5th March, 1799 
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tory of Mysore on the of Maich, with oideis to proceed 
diiectly to Senngapatam 

Having thus submitted to youi Honouiable Court, accoiding 
to the Older of dates, a detailed relation of the events which 
have led to the war in which we aie actually engaged, and 
having declared to you the motives and objects of my conduct 
111 evciy stage of this important tiansaction, I must lequest your 
pel mission to conclude this despatch, with such leflcctions as 
aiise in my mind from the leview of my past measures, and 
fiom the piospect of their ultimate consequences and peimanent 
effects 

From the first disclosure of the natuie and object of Tippoo 
Sultaun’s embassy to the Isle of Fiance, every piinciple of 
justice and policy demanded fiom youi Government in India 
that an instantaneous effort should be made to reduce his powei 
and lesouices befoie he could avail himself of the advantages of 
the alliance which he had concluded The defect of means is 
the sole consideiation which can justify me for not having made 
that effort at the early period when its success would have 
placed the secuiity of youi possessions on a foundation, which 
the invasion of India by a Fiench foice could not have impaiied 
Foi without the aid of some native powei it is scarcely possible 
that the Fiench should evei make any permanent impression 
on your empiie in India , and no native power (excepting Tippoo 
Sultaun) IS so infatuated as to be disposed to assist or receive 
a Fiench army 

The progress of events since the date of my orders of the 
aoth of June, 1798, has not only confiimed the piinciples of 
justice and policy, by which an attack upon the Sultaun was at 
that time demanded, but has manifested, that the designs of 
Fiance as well as of the Sultaun, weie of a much moie exten- 
sive and formidable natuie, than any which have evci been 
attempted against the British Empiie in India, since the hour 
of Its first foundation 

WJnle the magnitude and danger of these designs weie 
gradually disclosed, I had the satisfaction to feel, that the means 
of averting tlierq were augmenting in a proportion neaily equal 
by the success of the negotiations at Hydeiabad, and by the 
progress of the mihtaiy pieparations which I had ordered 
throughout your possessions 

At tlje commencement of the month of Febiuary the crisis 
ariived in which I was called upon to form my ultimate decision 
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on the impoitant question at issue with Tippoo Sultaun, and 
to deteimine the final lesult of the whole system of my 
measui es. 

On the one hand, the appaient establishment of the French 
at my in Eg}^pt, and the unceitainty of the state of our naval 
powei 111 the Red Sea, lendcied the dangei still uigent fiom 
that quaitci , while Tippoo Sultaun’s lepeated evasions of my 
pioposals foi negotiation, combined vith his embassy to the 
Executive Diiectoiy of Fiance, undei the conduct of M Du Buc, 
appealed to pieclude all hope of detaching the Sultaun, from 
his lecent alliance with the enemy On the othei hand, I now 
possessed ample means of fiustiating the most dangeious effects 
of that alliance, by a seasonable application of the powei ful 
foice which the trcacheiy and aggiession of the Sultaun had 
compelled me to collect at a heavy expense to youi finances 

Youi Honouiable Court will deteimine whethei in this state 
of affairs my oideis of the 3id of Fcbniaiy wcie prematuie, and 
Avhethei I should have been justified on the 13th of Febiuaiy in 
lecalhng those oideis, for the puipose of admitting at that late 
period a negotiation, which would have enabled Tippoo Sultaun 
to defeat every object of the aimamcnt of the allies foi the 
piescnt season, and would have afforded him ample time to leap 
the full benefit of his connection with France bcfoie the season 
for besieging his capital should 1 etui 11 

In deciding these important questions, you will necessaiily 
consider, what degree of reliance could be placed on the sin- 
ceiity of the Sultaun^s disposition to conclude an amicable 
adjustment with youi Government at the veiy moment, when 
he had actually despatched on an embassy to the Executive 
Diiectory of Fiance the commander of the Fiench troops, raised 
in the Mauiitius and admitted into the Sultaun’s service for the 
express puipose of cairying on a war of aggiession against 3''oui 
possessions in India 

The admirable condition of your aimies on both coasts, and 
the unequalled perfection of then equipment in every depart- 
ment, added to the extiaoidinai}'’ spiiit and animation with 
which the campaign has been opened, affoid eveiy leason to 
hope that the issue of the war will be speedy and prosperous, 
and that it must terminate in a considerable i eduction of Tippoo 
Sultaun’s lesouices and powei 

The wisdom of your Honouiable Court will anticipate the 
extensive benefits which must result to youi interests fiom an 
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event now become essential to the peace and security of your 
possessions in India 

The policy of the treaty of Seimgapatam certainly was not 
to maintain Tippoo Sultaun’s power m such a state as should 
leave him a constant object of alarm and apprehension to the 
Company That he has been justly so considered for some 
years past, cannot be doubted by any person acquainted with 
the records of any of your Goveinments in India The present 
IS the second ciisis, within the last three years, in which the 
Government General has thought it necessaiy to assemble the 
army on the coast of Coromandel for the sole purpose of check- 
ing his motions , and the apprehension of his intentions has 
obstructed our opeiations against our European enemies in India 
during the course of the present wai 

The continuance of Tippoo's power on its actual scale, and 
under such circumstances, must have proved to the Company 
a perpetual souice of solicitude, expense, and hazard But the 
engagements which he has conti acted with the French, the 
public pi oofs which he has given of his eagerness to receive in 
Mysoie as laige a foice as they can furnish, combined with the 
prodigious magnitude of their pieparations, and the incredible 
progress of their army, evidently directed to the destruction of 
the British power in India, form new and prominent features in 
oui political situation in this quaiter of the woild. 

Admitting the wisdom of that policy which dictated the pre- 
seiwation of Tippoo Sultaun’s power, at the close of the last war 
with Mysore, the spirit of our present Councils must be accom- 
modated to the variation of circumstances, and to the actual 
position, character, and views of our enemies 

In such a conjuncture of affaiis I am persuaded that your 
honourable Court will be of opinion, that no object can be 
deemed so urgent, oi so necessary to the safety of your pos- 
sessions, as the effectual reduction of the only declared ally of 
France now existing among the native powers of India 

If Tippoo Sultaun had been disposed to content himself with 
the quiet possession of his present dominions, if he could have 
been brought to a sense of his own peril m forming a connection 
with the French, the representations which I addressed to him 
would have produced an eaily and salutary impression , what- 
ever speculative opinions might have been entertained with 
respect to his interests, views, and powei, the justice and mode- 
ration of the British Government would never have disturbed 
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his tranquillity But he resolved to attempt the recovery of his 
lost dominions at the hazaid of those which he still letains , and, 
m the ardour of his passionate pursuit, he overlooked not only 
the certain destruction of his own independence (the inevitable 
consequence even of the most prosperous success of any alliance 
wifli Fiance ,) but also the piedominant influence of the English 
East India Company, and the vigilance of its Governments, 
whicli would probably detect his treachery, and turn against his 
own empire the ruin which he had meditated against theirs 
The secrecy of his councils, the promptitude of his resources, 
his constant and active state of equipment for war, added to the 
facility of his mteicourse with the French tin ough his remaining 
territories on the coast of Malabar, are the most dangerous 
circumstances m the actual condition of his power and dominion, 
and constitute his principal means of offence 

If success should attend your arms m this war, I entertain a 
firm confidence that those dangers will either be wholly averted, 
or so consideiably diminished, as to aflbid to youi government 
in India the prospect of durable security, and genuine peace 
I cannot close this letter without repeating to your honourable 
Court the cordial expression of my entire satisfaction m the 
zealous and honourable co-operation of Lord Clivc, as well as of 
all the Members of this Government The beneficial effect of 
their cheerful and ready concurrence m forwarding all my views, 
is manifest m the rapid progress and perfect completion of the 
equipments of the aimy in the field, and furnishes a striking 
and salutary example of the inestimable advantages of unanimity 
and concord among your servants m India 

I have the honour to be, 

Honouiable Sirs, with the greatest respect, 

your most obedient and faithful Servant, 

Mornington 

15. The Earl of Mornington to the Court of Du:ectors. 

Progress of tJie War 

Fort St- George, 20th April, 1799 

Honourable Sirs, 

I now proceed to submit to you a detail of the operations of 
the armies m Mysore 

The army of Bombay, under the command of Lieutenant 
General Stuart, marched ftom Cananore on the gist of Feb, 
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ariived at the head of the Poodicherrum Ghaut on the 'Z^th of 
the same month, and took post at Sedapoie and Sedaseie on 
the and of March, for the protection of the large supplies which 
had been collected at Verajundei Pett, in the district of Cooiga 
From these positions, on Lieutenant-Geneial Harris’s approach, 
Lieutenant-Geneial Stuart intended to foim a junction with the 
army of Madras 

The army of Madras, under the command of Lieutenant- 
General Harris, entered the territoiy of Mysore on the 5 th of 
March, and its operations commenced by the reduction of 
seveial foits upon the frontier Some of these forts surrendered 
without any resistance, and none of them were defended with 
spirit, although the Sultaun appeals, from the improved establish- 
ment on which he had placed their gariisons, to have provided 
as well as he could for a different result 

The piogiess of the army of Madras, owing to its ample 
equipments m every department, particularly in that of the 
ordnance necessaiy for the siege of Seringapatam, was unavoid- 
ably slow Its movements, however, weie but little impeded by 
the enemy Consideiable bodies of horse hovered about its line 
of march, but without any other effect than that of rendeimg the 
communications with the Company's territories extremely diffi- 
cult Some paities of horse attacked the Nizam’s contingent, 
and his Highness’s cavahy are reported by Geneial Harris to 
have conducted themselves with great spiiit, a circumstance 
which may partly be attiibuted to the improvements recently 
introduced into the discipline and establishments of his High- 
ness’s cavalry at the lecommendation of the Biitish Resident 
under my instructions 

At the period when the army of Madras entered Mysore, 
Tippoo Sultaun was supposed to be encamped in the vicinity of 
Maddoor, and to be pieparmg to move in the direction of Ban- 
galoie for the purpose of opposing the progress of the Madias 
aimy, in the event of Lieutenant-Geneial Harris actually passing 
the fiontier But it soon appeared that although the Sultaun had 
so recently affected a disposition to admit an embassy from the 
British Government, he had probably no other view than to 
conceal the design which he had formed of staking a sudden and 
eaily blow against the army of Bombay For without allowing 
me the same time to answer his last letter which he had taken 
for replying to those addressed by me to him, and without 
waiting to hear of the actual commencement of hostilities on the 
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pait of the Biitish Goveinment, he came to the lesolution of 
attacking the aimy of Bombay then assembled beyond the line 
of his fiontiei, in the district of Cooiga, under the command of 
Lieut -Geneial Stuait 

Foi this puipose Tippoo, taking with him the flower of his 
aimy, appears to have maiched fiom his camp near Cenapatam, 
on the 28th of Februaiy, (when General Harris was still within 
the Company’s teiiitoiies,) and moving lapidly in the direction 
of Peiiapatamj to have aiiived there on the moinmg of the 5th 
of Maichj (being the same day on which Lieut -Gen Hams 
enteied Mysoie on the eastern frontier). 

On the 6th of Maich Tippoo Sultaun passed his own frontier, 
and attacked a detachment of the aimy of Bombay, undei the 
command of Lieut -Gen Stuart, the total strength of whose 
entire aimy did not amount to moie than 6,000 fighting men 
The attack of the Sultaun’s foice was lesisted by a body not 
exceeding 2,000 men, and the Sultaun s army was finall}'’ 
defeated and totally dispeised, befoie Geneial Stuait could 
collect the whole of his divided foice It is with infinite satis- 
faction that I enclose for the infoimation of your honourable 
Court the paper maiked No i, containing Gen Stuait’s account 
of this biilliant and important action which took place at 
Sedaseie on the 8th of Maich 

After this signal defeat, Tippoo letieated precipitately to his 
camp at Periapatam, and remained theie until the nth of Maich 
without making any fuithei attempt to molest the aimy The 
loss sustained by Tippoo’s aimy on the 6th of March appears to 
have amounted to near 2,000 killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
which included seveial officeis of lank, and some of considerable 
distinction That sustained by the aimy of Bombay will appeal 
m Lieut -Gen Stuart’s lettei 

Adverting to the gieat dispiopoition of numbeis, and to other 
circumstances of disadvantage, I am confident that your honoui- 
able Couit will be of opinion, that the conduct and success of 
the army of Bombay on that day has seldom been equalled, and 
never sui passed in India 

Undei this impression I take the libeity of lecommending to 
your favourable notice the seveial officeis and coips named by 
Lieut -Gen Stuait, in his lettei of the 8th of March, and I am 
anxious to request youi particular attention to the distinguished 
conduct of Lieut -General Stuait and Major-Geneial Hartley, as 
well as of Lieut.-Colonel Monti esoi and of Lieut -Colonel 
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Dunlop Major-General Hartley had already leceived a public 
testimony of my particular approbation of his extraordinary 
merit m collecting stoies and provisions m the district of Coorga, 
previously to the arrival of General Stuart on the coast of 
Malabar 

Tippoo returned fiom Periapatam to Sermgapatam. and ar- 
riving at the latter place on the 14th of March, moved from 
thence immediately to meet Lieut -Gen Harris and the army of 
Madras 

Lieut -General Hams had advanced on the 36th of March to 
a position between Sultanpetta and Malavelly, having met with 
no considerable impediment from the enemy The enemy made 
their appearance m foice on that day, but without attempting to 
disturb our army On the 37th of March, when the army 
reached its ground at Malavelly, Tippoo opened a distant can- 
nonade upon it, which, though at first disregarded by Lieut - 
Geneial Hams, ultimately led to a geneial engagement, in which 
the enemy was completely defeated, and driven fiom every post 
which he attempted to maintain our loss on this occasion was 
very inconsiderable, only seven rank and file being killed, and 
a few men (including four officers) wounded, while that of the 
enemy is supposed to have amounted to near 700 

I refer your honourable Court to Lieut -General Harris’s letter 
of the 37th of March, which forms part of the enclosure No i, 
for a more particular account of this impoitant victory, requesting 
also your attention to the merits of the several officers and corps 
distinguished by the notice of Lieut -General Harris 

General Harris marched on the 38th a few miles to the 
southwaid of Malavelly, without the least mteriuption from the 
enemy, from whence it may be inferred that Tippoo Sultaun 
was considerably dispirited by the defeat which he had sustained 
on the preceding day, added to the pievious success obtained 
over him by the army of Bombay 

On the 39th of March General Harris happily accomplished 
a movement which must have greatly astonished and dis- 
concerted the enemy instead of proceeding in the direction of 
Arakerry and Karagat, Lieut -Gen Harris suddenly turned 
towards the River Cavery, where finding a fold at some distance 
above the junction of the Cavery and Copany, he immediately 
crossed the Cavery with a part of his army, and occupied strong 
positions on both banks of that iiver, at the distance of about 
fifteen miles from Sermgapatam. This movement was also made 
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without the least opposition on the part of the enemy, who 
indeed does not seem to have entertained the most distant 
suspicion of the British Geneial’s design 

Loid Cornwallis, at a moie advanced peiiod of the year, 
having m vain sought for a piacticable fold to the southward 
of Seringapatam, Tippoo piobably concluded that Lieut -Gen 
Harris would have pursued his Lordship^s route to the ford of 
Caniambaddy, northward of Seringapatam, for the purpose of 
effecting a junction fiom thence with the army of Bombay It 
is difficult to account otherwise for Tippoo’s inaction while 
General Harris executed this arduous and impoitant movement 

The advantages of the position thus acquiied by General 
Hams must prove consideiable In addition to the immediate 
acquisition of cattle and foiage, it must facilitate the junction 
with the army of Bombay, it must afford additional security 
to the abundant magazines which have been formed in the 
Cooiga countr)'-, and favour the safe appioach of our convoys 
from the southern districts, and from the Bariamahl by the pass 
of Coveriporam , and it promises to open to our army that range 
of forage, situated to the southward of Seringapatam, which 
Tippoo seems to have reseived for the consumption of his own 
ai my 

Lieut -Gen Hairis, with his whole army, having crossed the 
Cavery on the 30th of March, halted near the village of Soselly 
on the 31st, on the 1st of April he moved towards Seiing- 
apatam, and on the 5th encamped two miles south-west of 
that city, having experienced no opposition from the enemy 
since the 27th of Maich On the moining of the 6th of April, 
after an engagement in which the enemy appears to have made 
consideiable resistance, Lieut -General Harris took possession of 
Sultanpetta and an adjacent tope or giove, and about the same 
time Major-General Floyd, with a strong detachment, was sent 
to effect a junction with the army of Bombay on the morning 
of the 5th of April Lieut -Geneial Stuart leceived at Sedapore 
a note from Lieut -General Harris, announcing the arrival of the 
latter at Seringapatam, and also signifying that Major-General 
Floyd was to be detached from the army of Madras on the 6th 
of April for the purpose already stated In consequence of this 
intelligence, Lieut -General Stuart had determined to march 
from Sedapore to Sedaseie on the 7th of April, and it is pro- 
bable that the junction of the army of Bombay with the detach- 
ment under the command of Major-Geneial Floyd was effected 
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on the 8th in the neighbourhood of Periapatam The last 
accounts received by me from General Harris are dated on the 
7th instant, when he states that he had taken up his position for 
the siege of Sermgapatam 

Tippoo Sultaun, on the 7th of April, had not returned any 
answei to my letter of the 32nd of February, nor had he mani- 
fested any disposition to propose a negotiation Lieut -General 
Hairis IS instructed to piopose pielimmaiy articles of peace to 
the Sultaun before the British batteries shall be opened against 
Sermgapatam 

While General Hams was advancing towards Sermgapatam, 
Lieut -Colonel Read was employed in reducing the country to 
the northward of Ryakottah His operations were intended 
to have embraced a Avide range, and he had made considerable 
progress m them, when the more urgent service of convoying 
to the army the large supplies which weie collected in the 
Barramahl, made it necessary for him to change the diiection 
of his march He is now drawing together m the vicinity of 
Coveryporam the numerous bimjariies and other supplies in- 
tended for the army encamped before Sermgapatam, which 
place It IS hoped he may be able to reach early m May 

To the southward of the Carnatic and of Mysoie, Lieut - 
Colonel Biowne, at the head of a lespectable detachment, began 
his operations by the reduction of Carioor, which surrendered to 
him, without any serious resistance, on the 5th of April On the 
8th he sent a detachment against Eiiode, and marched himself 
on the 9th to reduce Aravacourchy He would, however, be 
obliged to suspend his intended operations m the district of 
Coimbatoor, and to unite his detachment to that of Colonel 
Read, with the view of forming a force sufficiently strong to give 
due piotection to the large and important supplies proceeding 
to Sermgapatam 

Aravacourchy, which had been considerably strengthened 
since last war, surrendered to Lieut - Colonel Brown on the loth 
instant 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington 

PS 22nd April, 1799 — After closing my letter I had the 
satisfaction to leceive despatches from Generals Harris and 
Stuart 

I congratulate your honouiable Court on the successful junc- 
tion of the detachment undei General Floyd with the army of 
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Bombay, The final junction of the whole army of Bombay with 
the army before Sermgapatam was expected to take place about 
the 13th instant It may be safely affiimed not to be in the 
power of Tippoo, even materially, to letard this junction, which, 
when effected, must excite a serious alarm in the mind of the 
Sultaun for the safety of his capital if not of his person 

Your honourable Court will perceive that Lieut -General 
Harris, in his pi ogress to Seimgapatam, encountered the same 
difficulties which were experienced by Lord Cornwallis from the 
failure of the cattle provided for the service of the aimy, which, 
although amply sufficient m point of number at the commence- 
ment of the expedition, appear to have rapidly decreased on the 
entrance of the aimy into Mysore , the climate and rvatei of that 
country are represented to be extremely unfavourable to the 
cattle of the Carnatic The delay which aiose from this un- 
avoidable contingency seems to have been considerable , but 
your honourable Court will, no doubt, view with satisfaction the 
spirit and fiimness with which this difficulty was met by the 
Commander-in-Chief, and the zealous exertion of the whole 
army by which he was enabled to proceed on his march 

16 . The Earl of Mornington to the Court of Directors. 

Conclusion of the War 

Fort St George, iithMaj^, i>jgg 

Honourable Siis, 

No particular comment is required from me to rllustrate the 
numerous advantages which cannot fail to flow from the biilhant 
and decisive atchievement announced to your Honourable Couit 
in the despatch of the Governor-General in Council of this date 
But I cannot refrain from offering to you my separate and most 
cordial congiatulations on an event, the glory of which has never 
been surpassed (if it has ever been equalled), in the history of 
the military transactions of the British nation in India 

The fall of Sermgapatam, under all the circumstances which 
accompanied that event, has placed the whole of the kingdom of 
Mysore, with all its resources, at the disposal of your Govern- 
ment , and the only power in India to which the French could 
look for assistance, or which could be deemed formidable to your 
interests, is now deprived of all vigour, if not entirely extinct 
When your Honourable Court recollects that these advantages 
have been acquired within four months from the date of my 
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ai rival at this Presidency, and within two from the peiiod of 
the army’s entrance into Mysore, I trust you will be of opinion 
that your servants have not been deficient m alacrity or dili- 
gence 

When Lieutenant-General Hairis took the field, I thought it 
my duty to invest him with the most efficient and extensive 
powers which it was possible for me to delegate , and he has 
earned with him to the gates of Seiingapatam the full vigour 
and energy of your supreme GoveinmenL To the judicious 
exercise of this ample authority, combined with the hbeial 
supplies which had been provided for the ai my, may be ascribed 
m a great measure the unpaialleled rapidity and promptitude of 
Its operations I have the fuither satisfaction to add that the 
particulai detail of those operations, which I shall hereafter 
submit to your Honouiable Court, will fuinish the most brilliant 
examples of judgment, skill, discipline, firmness and valour, 
under many trials of all those distinguished qualities 

The dreadful fate of Tippoo Sultaun cannot be contemplated 
without emotions of pain and regret , but I trust it will serve as 
a salutary lesson to the native Princes of India, and will prove 
the danger of violating public engagements, and inviting foreign 
invasion for the piosecution of schemes of ambition and hatred 
against the British powei He was interred within his own 
capital on the day following its capture, m the mausoleum of his 
father, with the honours of war, paid to his lemains by the 
British army I am persuaded that your Honourable Court 
will derive peculiar satisfaction from the intelligence that his 
family and palace suffeied no insult or violence during the heat 
of the assault, and have since been protected with the utmost 
care 

I have the honour to be, &c 

MORNINGTON 

17 Lieut -General Stuart to the Earl of Mornington 
Battle of Seedasere 

Seedapore, 8th March, I'rgg 

My Lord, 

I had the honour to address your Lordship on the aoth ultimo, 
and having marched from Cananore on the following day, agree- 
ably to my intimation of that date, I arrived at the top of Poo- 
diacherrim Ghaut, on the 25th of the same month 
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I mfoimed your Loidshipj that it was my intention to assume 
a defensive position close to the frontiers, and there await, m 
conformity to General Hariis'’s instiuctions under the 34th of 
Decembei, his furthei orders 

In puisuance of this plan I moved the corps successively ^ 
forwaid, and placed them in such situations, as might enable me 
the most piomptly, to foim the proposed junction with the 
principal aimy 

On the 3 nd instant, the light biigade consisting of three native 
battalions undei the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Monti esor, 
took up then giound at Seedaseie, the boundary of the Coorga 
country, and about seven miles distant fiom Periapatam 

The mam body of the army, with the paik and piovisions, 
lemained at Seedapore and Ahmootenaar, the fiist eight miles 
and the latter twelve, fiom the advanced position 

It may be necessai)^ to inform your Lordship, that I was in 
some measure compelled from the nature of the country, which 
IS every where coveied by thick jungle, to place the aimy m 
several divisions , but I had a furthei view in occupying the post 
at Seedaseie, in older to pieseive a more ready communication 
with General Harris, as this was the only spot fiom whence the 
signals established between the two armies could be observed. 
Although I had no leason to apprehend any immediate attack, 

I thought it advisable to adopt the precaution of encamping 
the corps at such short distances, as would either enable me to 
move without much loss of time into the enemy’s teriitory, or to 
suppoit, if occasion should require it, any quarter that might 
stand m need of assistance 

In the course of the morning of the 5th, an extensive encamp- 
ment was unexpectedly observed to be forming on this side of 
the fort of Peiiapatam This circumstance was discovered at 
10 o’clock in the foienoon, as the enemy weie taking up their 
giound, by a party of obseivation on the summit of the high hill 
of Seedasere, which commands a view of the Mysore almost to 
the environs of Seringapatam Befoie the evening, this encamp- 
ment assumed a very foimidable appearance and coveied a great 
extent of ground 

We were able to count from 3 to 400 tents, amongst the 
number some of large dimensions weie distinguished, and pai- 
ticulaily one of a green colour, that seemed to denote the presence 
of the Sultaun Howevei much the probability of this circum- 
stance might be strengthened by 'the lespectable appeal ance of 

I 
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the encampment, it was contradicted by the evidence of two 
hurcariahs, who had recently arrived from Sermgapatam These 
men geneially reported, that Tippoo had marched with all his 
forces on the aoth ultimo, to oppose the pi ogress of the Madras 
army, and that the Benky Nabob commanded the only force in 
the field, that remained in the neighbourhood of Sermgapatam 
This force was represented to be encamped at Caneambaddy and 
to consist of 5000 Piadas or irregular infantiy, who were said to 
be intended as a coveimg party to 7000 Bnnjaries, and directed 
to bring as much provisions, as they could collect about Peria- 
patam to the capital 

In this state of unceitamty, I thought it piudent to reinforce 
Lieut -Colonel Montiesor’s biigade with an additional battalion 
of Sepoys, and ivaited for moie correct intelligence, which I 
expected hourly, to act with the whole of my foices as affairs 
might rendei necessary 

On the morning of the 6th, Major-Geneial Hartley went for- 
ward to reconnoitre, and at bieak of day from the hill of observa- 
tion, the whole of the enemy’s army was discovered to be in 
motion, but then movements were so well concealed by the 
woodmess of the country and the haziness of the atmospheie, 
that It was impossible to ascertain their object, nor in fact was 
this discoveied, until they had penetrated a consideiable way in 
the jungle, and commenced an attack upon our line, which 
happened between the hours of 9 and 10 

The enemy pieiced through the jungles with such surety and 
expedition, that they attacked the rear and the fiont of our line 
almost at the same instant This despatch prevented more than 
three of our coips being engaged, as the fourth, which was posted 
two miles and a half in the real, was unable to form a junction, 
fiom the enemy having cut in between them and Seedasere 
The communication was effectually obstiucted by a column, 
which, according to the repoits of our prisoners, consisted of 
upwards of 5000 men under the command of Baber Jung 

Fortunately befoie the enemy had accomplished their purpose, 
Major-General Hartley had time to apprise me of their attack, 
and remained himself to give any assistance that might be 
necessary The best position was assumed for repulsing the 
enemy, and m this alarming situation the corps defended them- 
selves with so much resolution, that the Sultaun’s troops weie 
unable to make any impiession The brigade was on every 
side completely surrounded, and had to contend against a 
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vast disparity of numbeis, besides other discouraging circum- 
stances 

As soon as I received intelligence of the peiilous situation of 
the right biigade, I maiched to their assistance with the two 
flank companies of his Majesty’s 75th regiment and the whole of 
the 77th I arrived about half-past two in sight of the division 
of the enemy, who had penetrated into the lear, and possessed 
themselves of tlie great road leading to Seedasere The engage- 
ment lasted nearly half an hour, when after a smart fire of 
musketiy on both sides, the enemy were completely routed, and 
fled with precipitation through the jungles to legain their column, 
which still continued the attack in front On arriving at Lieut - 
Colonel Montresoi’s post, I found his men exhausted with fatigue, 
and their ammunition almost expended. At zo minutes past 3 
the enemy retreated m all directions. 

Foi this decisive, and, I hope your Lordship will allow, brilliant 
success, considering the small number of troops who engaged, 
under very great disadvantages, probably the flower of Tippoo 
Sultaun’s army, I feel myself peculiarly indebted to the judicious 
disposition for defence made' by General Hartley. He embraced 
the opportunity of obseiving the motions of the enemy from the 
hill, I have above mentioned, and was thus enabled to advise 
Lieut -Colonel Montresor of the best method for defeating them 
I beg leave also to inform your Lordship, that my best thanks 
aie due to Lieut.-Colonel Montresor for his very active exertions, 
and to the officeis and men, including the artillery of his brigade, 
foi their gallant and steady behaviour thioughout the whole of 
this arduous affair Lieut -Colonel Dunlop and^ the Euiopean 
division undei his command, aie likewise entitled to my particular 
approbation for their spirited conduct, which finally routed the 
enemy 

Our loss on this occasion is far less than could reasonably 
have been expected, and I have the honour to enclose for your 
Loidship’s information a return of this circumstance 

It was impossible to ascertain the exact loss sustained by the 
enemy, but it must have been heavy, as in the course of so long 
an action they were often exposed in ciowds to the fire of giape 
shot and vollies of musquetiy Several men of distinction were 
killed, and some wounded officers have been made prisoners I 
have the honour to enclose the information of Mozdin Khan 
Bhukhshy and the Commander of a Kutchery, the piisoner of 
greatest rank, who has fallen Avounded into oui hands , but 
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concurring leports state that Meer Ghofar is amongst the 
slam 

As the ainval of Geneial Hairis at Sermgapatam will not 
happen at so early a period, as he fiist intended, the immediate 
possession of the post of Seedasere was no longer an object of 
such consequence, and to retain it, while Tippoo continued in 
foice at Periapatam, became an affair of seiious difficulty The 
secrecy and expedition, with which he had planned his late 
enterprise, and the coriect intelligence, that the leaders of his 
columns appeared to have obtained of the private routes through 
the Coorga jungles, led to an opinion, that he would not remain 
satisfied with this abortive attempt, but might endeavour to pene- 
trate by another direction to the southward, still more open than 
the passage of Seedasere, where he would only be opposed by 
Coorgs This consideration deiived a greater weight, as if he 
succeeded m forcing this entiance, it would thiow him into our 
rear and put him m all probability m possession of the great 
depot of rice collected by the Coorga Rajah These motives 
have induced me to relinquish the post at Seedasere, and to 
collect the whole of my force at this place I have accordingly 
made a disposition, eithei to defend my position against the 
Sultaun, if he should again adventure to attack it, or to move in 
defence of any part of the Coorga Rajah’s teiritories that the 
enemy may threaten, provided it shall endanger our magazine of 
provisions , otherwise I shall remain on the defensive, until I 
receive advice from General Harris 

Since the action of the 6th, the enemy have continued in their 
camp at Periapatam, nor have I any intelligence either of the 
Sultaun’s designs, or of the motives, that induced him to under- 
take his present enterprise It is not likely that he will remain 
longer m this neighbouihood, than after he receives intelligence 
of General Hams having enteied the Mysore 

As my communication with General Harris is become msecuie, 
I must take the liberty of requesting your Lordship to inform 
him of such part of these paiticulars as may appear to you 
necessary 

I have the honour to subscribe myself most respectfully, 

My Lord, your Lordship’s 

Most obedient humble servant, 

J Stuart 

P S By some prisoneis, who have been just now bi ought in by 
the Coorga Rajah’s people, I am informed, that the loss of the 
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enemy was vciy gicat, and Uiat many men of the first distinction 
fell They mention Seyed oi Meei Ghofar and the Binky Nabob, 
who led the centei attack, among the killed It is added, how- 
cvei, that the Sultaun is collecting moie foices and is determined 
to make a second attack 


18 Liout - General Harris to the Earl of Mornmgton 

Baitlc of MalvcUy. 

Camp at klahelly, 27th Maich, 1799 

hi}’’ Lord, 

The army matched this moinmg, many hoise weie seen as it 
approached Mai veil)*, and a laigc foice appeared posted on a high 
commanding tidgc thiec miles beyond that place The luins of 
the foi t \\ ere occupied b}' a part of oui advanced guard, when at 
JO o'clock A M Tippoo Sultaun opened a cannonade fiom several 
heavy guns, so distant, that I paid it little attention, and oideicd the 
giound to be maikcd for encampment , the shot, howevci, falling 
m our lines, and hoisc menacing our picquct, the 1st European 
brigade, and two cavahy coips, w^rc oideicd to support it on the 
light, while Colonel Wellesley s division advanced on our left , this 
brought on a gcncial action, in the com sc of w'hich, a small body 
of hoisc chaigcd the ist Kuiopcan brigade, some individuals 
pieicing the line, but most of them falling bcfoie it Colonel 
Wellesley’s division turning the light flank of the enemy, gave 
occasion to General P'loyd, with thice legimcnts of cavahy, to 
dispense a cutchciy of infantiy, cutting many of them m pieces. 
The encm)' ictircd about one o clock, having been diiven com- 
pletely fiom cv'cry position he attempted to maintain It was 
my wash to have encamped on the giound he quitted, but a total 
w'ant of water obliged me to ictuin to the giound I had first 
taken up at Malvcll}’ The w'holc of the enemy’s force was, I 
believe, in the field , then loss I cannot ascertain ; ouisis trifling. 
The conduct of the tioops on this occasion was such as I could 
not but appiovc, our baggage was, duiing the action, well 
secured by the left wnng of the aimy, under Majoi -General 
Popham I shall heieaftei have the honoui to tiansmit accu- 
rate returns of the small amount of our loss. I shall march to- 
morrow morning to a laigc tank in the direction of the Cavery, 
to secuic water b)^ appioaching the rwei. 

Captain Kinnedy, of the ipthdiagoons, Leonaid and Stiachan, 
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native cavalry, Moore, 74th, are wounded Pait of his Highness 
the Nizam’s hoise weie engaged, and behaved extremely well 

I have the honour to be, &c 

George Harris. 

19 Lieut -Gen Harris to the Earl of Mormngton 
Malvelly^ and March to Sci ingapatam 

Camp before Sermgapatam, Apnl 5th, 1799 

My Lord, 

I have paiticular satisfaction m icporting to your Lordship 
that the army under my command, encamped this morning 
before Sei ingapatam , taking up the position, which with little 
variation it will be expedient to occupy, till the Division under 
Geneial Stuart joins me A stiong detachment, commanded by 
Majoi Geneial Floyd, maiches to-morrow morning to facilitate 
the junction, and I take the occasion of addressing your Lord- 
ship, by what I consider as a safe channel of communication, to 
report generally what I have by various hiicaiahs attempted to 
transmit to your Lordship as the Aimy advanced on its march 
I left Killamungalum on the loth of March , and oui fiist 
movement shewed a very serious deficiency m the Bullock 
department, paiticularly m those attached to the Commissary 
Geneial of Stores The succeeding maich of the 12th, although 
short and with an mtei mediate day of halt, marked this de- 
ficiency moie stiongly, ciippled m our movements fiom this 
cause, our maiches have been tedious though short, our halts 
have been frequent and oui progress has been slow, unremitting 
attention to every species of arrangement by which the store 
department could be assisted or lightened, was indispensably 
necessary some losses were daily sustained The zeal of in- 
dividuals was called forth with considerable advantage, and we 
have succeeded in surmounting these difficulties, and taking our 
position before the capital of Mysoie, with an oidnance equip- 
ment which I hope is amply sufficient for its 1 eduction 
The army marched by the route of Anicul, Talgautporam, 
Cagliaporam, Kankanhilly, and Sultanpett to Malavelly where 
I arnved on the morning of the 27th of Maich The army of 
Tippoo Sultaun occupying the heights beyond the town from 
which at about 10 o’clock he commenced a distant cannonade , 
some shot falling m the line marked for our camp, and a body 
of horse menacing the picquets of our right, it became necessary 
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to advance coips foi their suppoit, which led to a geneial action 
The Infantiy line of the Enemy was on commanding giound in 
rear of his artillery His Cavalry advanced under cover of his 
cannon, and a cutcherie 01 Biigade of Infantry was pushed for- 
ward in front of each flank of his Line, mixed with many rocket 
men The right wing of the army under my command foimed 
on the picquets of the light. Colonel Wellesley’s division, 
advanced fiom a consideiable distance on the left to attack the 
light flank of the enemy, and Major General Floyd with the 
19th and two regiments of native cavalry moved between these 
coips The 25th dragoons and a native regiment keeping in 
check a body of the enemy’s cavalry, which had assembled on 
oui light, while the left wing of the army and a legiment of 
native cavalry remained halted to protect our stoies and bag- 
gage The weak state of the aitillery bullocks consideiably 
letarded the advance and formation of our line, with which 
they weie unable to keep pace A small body of horse, profit- 
ing by this ciicumstance, made a daring charge on the ist 
European biigade, they weie received with firmness, and re- 
pulsed with consideiable loss, their infantry m front of our 
right, being at the same time diiven from their position On the 
left, the corps of infantiy called the Kcrnn Ketcliene advanced 
on Colonel Wellesley’s column His Majesty’s 33rd regiment 
which opposed soon put them in confusion, and the cavalry 
under Major Geneial Floyd advancing at this moment to the 
chaige, cut them to pieces Six colours were taken. The 
retreat of the enemy soon became general , their cannon were 
diawn off, and at two o’clock the action had entiiely ceased, 
our line halting on the heights whence theirs had been driven 
a total want of water preventing oui encamping there, the line 
returned to the giound originally marked for its encampment 
at Malavelly The loss of the enemy as collected from various 
accounts received since the action, amounted to near two 
thousand killed and wounded , a 1 etui 11 of the casualties of this 
army is enclosed 

At an early period of our march it had occurred to me, that 
if it were possible to cross the Cavery, at a ford some distance 
below Seiingapatam, the measure might be attended with con- 
siderable advantage, by embaiiassmg the motions of the enemy, 
defeating the piepaiations lie might have made to oppose us on 
the Noithern side of the iivei, and facilitating our communica- 
tion with the aimy of Malabar and the force under Colonel 
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Blown and Bead In addition to these inducements the ford 
was said to be easy, we had leason to hope the countiy was 
still undestioyed, and the southern pait of Seringapatam was 
considered as the least capable of defence The destruction of 
the tanks on the load from Malvelly to Arakeeiy, lendeied an 
oblique movement towaids the Caveiy less liable to suspicion 
than It might otherwise have been, and we ai lived on the 29th 
of Maich at Sosilly on the Cavciy, befoie any measuies had 
been taken to oppose oui movement, by destioymg foiage, or 
diivmg off cattle, of which we heie piocuied a considerable 
supply The army ciosscd the iivei the next day without 
difficulty, and aftci halting on the 30th to aiiange our depait- 
ments, marched on the succeeding morning towaids Harwelly, 
the weak state of oui cattle, the baiicn nature of the soil, the 
total destiuction of forage, which immediately followed our 
passage of the iivei, and the necessity for regulating oui 
marches by the situation of water, the road leaving the iiver 
at some distance on the light, obliged us to make five maiches 
from Sosilly to our piesent camp, thicc of which have been m 
sight of Seimgapatam Numbers of hoi sc have daily watched 
our motions, but, although the giound was favourable, no 
attempt has been made to oppose our pi ogress 

The detachment with Majoi Geneial Floyd consists of H M. 
73id regiment, three Bengal and two coast battalions of Sepoys 
with then guns, and one regiment of Euiopcan and three of 
native cavaliy, with then gallopei guns , and a party of the 
Nizam’s hoise Duiing the absence of this party, I shall be 
employed in pieparmg materials for the moic active opeiation 
of the siege, which will commence with the junction of General 
Stuart’s foice , and I am happy to add that on this side of the 
liver, I apprehend no want of mateiials for the siege We have 
a sufficient stock of piovisions to subsist the troops beyond the 
time, when the union of our forces, from the opposite coasts 
may enable me to spare an army of sufficient force, to cover our 
communication with the stations, whence oui supplies are pre- 
pared to join us , the cattle now with the camp must in the 
mean time suffer gieatly, but this is no longei an object of 
consequence 

Numbers of people are employed on this side, of Seringa- 
patam, m repairing the fort It seems to us to require all their 
laboui, appearing to be in a veiy impel feet state. 

I cannot conclude without expressing to your Lordship, m 
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tlie strongest teims, the obligations I feel myself undei to Meer 
Allum Bahadur, for the promptitude with which he has in every 
instance met my wishes m the co-opeiation, lequiied from the 
forces of His Highness the Nizam Their aid m tianspoiting 
the shot, has been of the greatest use, and it is an act of justice 
due to Captain Malcolm, to report to your Lordship that his 
unceasing zeal, m pointing out the manner in which the con- 
tingent could promote the common cause of the allies, has been 
equalled only by the cheerful leadmess shewn by Meer Allum, 
in adopting his suggestions 

I have the honor to be. 

My Loid, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient 

and faithful Seivant, 
George Harris. 

20 Lieut -G-en Harris to the Earl of Mormngton 
Colonel Wellesley's Repulse 

Camp before Senngapatam, April 7, 1799. 

My Lord, 

After crossing the Cauveiy on the 30th ultimo at Sosilly, 
wdiere the army halted the next day, I advanced by easy 
marches to this place, and took up my position wathm two miles 
south-w^est of Senngapatam without opposition On the 5th of 
this month, wishing to occupy the post where Gen Abercromby’s 
picquets were attacked m 1792, and the large tope and village 
of Sultanpetta, both weie attacked the night of our arrival, but 
owing (in great measure) to the darkness of the night, the attack 
on the first only was partially successful. We sustained some 
loss fiom the fire of the enemy, which continued heavily till late 
next morning, when the posts were again attacked with perfect 
and rapid success They give this army a veiy strong position, 
and greatly confine that of the enemy. Major Cohn Campbell, 
of the 1st native regiment, Lieutenant George Nixon, and 
Tulla, of the 12th , and Fitzgerald, of the 33rd, were killed , in 
these attacks Lieutenants R Nixon and King of his Majesty’s 
1 2th regiment, and Brooke of Bengal artillery, wounded. Gen. 
Floyd marched on the morning of the 6th to join General 
Stuart, with his infantiy and four cavalry corps, twenty field- 
pieces, and a body of the Nizam’s horse This force I consider 
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supeiior to any thing that can be opposed to it by the enemy 
The aimy has now taken up its position foi the siege ^ 

George Harris. 

21. Maior-General Floyd to the Earl of Mormngton 
Battle of Malvclly, and Colonel Wellcslefs Repnlse 

Camp at Periapatam, Apiil loth, i^gp 

My Lord, 

As it IS possible General Haiiis’s despatches may not have 
reached you, I beg leave to give a shoit statement of events, as 
far as have come to my knowledge 

On the 27th of Maich the enemy was seen, in foice, on the 
high giound west of Malavilly Gencial Harris, with the right 
wing, attacked the enemy m front. Two regiments of cavalry 
supported. Colonel Wellesley, with the Nizam’s army, took a 
most judicious situation on the enemy’s light flank, and attacked 
It, and thiew it into confusion I was obseiwing, with three 
legiments of cavalry, between the right flank of Colonel Welles- 
ley and the left of General Harris, and charged and destroyed 
a gieat numbei of the enemy’s infantiy, taking six stands of 
colours About the same period, a number of the enemy’s horse 
had chaiged the European brigade of the light wing, sevcial of 
them weie killed, and the lest fled, the infantry also were re- 
pulsed by ours, and the whole letired out of oui leach. It 
seems, fiom subsequent accounts, that about 5°° wounded men 
reached the enemy’s camp, and that their loss was about 2000 
men Oui loss amounted to about 7 01 8 killed, and about 40 
wounded — and about 45 hoises killed and wounded. No officer 
killed, and four only wounded. I have no copy of the return 
by me. 

On the 29th March the aimy encamped at Sosilly, on the 
bank of the Cavery. Heie we found a great collection of 
inhabitants, and cattle, and iice, and a good deal of paddy and 
other giam The army was considerably refreshed 

30th of March, the aimy had all crossed the iiver at a good 
ford 

5th of Apnl, the army took its situation before Seringapatam 
at the west point of the foit That night Lieut -Colonel Shawe 
took possession of a post between seventeen and eighteen hun- 
dred yards from the fort. An attack was also made by Colonel 
Wellesley on a tope, but the troops were withdrawn on our 
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part — a spent ball, as I have heard, struck the Colonel on the 
knee, but it did not prevent his walking 

5 th Apri- 1 , early in the morning, I marched off for Periapatam 
with four regiments of cavaliy, one regiment European (73d), 
and five battalions native infantry, and about 2000 of the 
Nizam’s horse All last night, and most of this day, there was 
a continued peal of small arms, and, occasionally, heavy guns 
We still hear heavy guns at intervals, but I have no account 
whatever since we left the army 

8th April, I encamped at Periapatam My signals were 
answered, and I had communication with General Stuart that 
night 

9th April, I rode over to General Stuart, and after some 
ariangements, returned to camp , immediately a considerable 
numbei of the enemy’s horse appeared, and hovered round most 
of the day without effecting anything, but with some slight loss 
on their part 

loth April, General Stuart joined me this day, with rice and 
some other articles for between 30 and 40 days for his army, 
and a quantity of military stores We proceed to-moirow to 
join the army at Sermgapatam, and shall probably reach it in 
five marches Having no cypher I refrain from some particulars , 
the troops are, in general, healthy, and m high spirits, and full 
of good-will. 

I have the honour to be, 

with great respect, my Lord, 
your most obedient and humble Servant, 

J Floyd, M G 

On my marching from hence to-morrow, the communication 
will be entirely closed on this side 


22 Lieut 'Gen Harris to the Earl of jMornington 
Stotming of Sermgapatam. 

Sermgapatam, 7th May, 1799 

My Lord, 

On the 4th instant I had tlie honour to address to your Lord- 
ship a hasty note, containing in few words the sum of our 
success, which I have now to report more in detail. 

The fire of our batteries, which began to batter m breach on 
the 30th of April, had, on the evening of the 3rd instant, so 
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mvich destroyed the walls against which it was directed, that the 
airangement was then made for assaulting the place on the 
following day, when the bieach was reported piacticable The 
troops intended to be employed were stationed on the tienches 
eaily on the morning of the 4th, that no extraordmaiy move- 
ment might lead the enemy to expect the assault, which I had 
detei mined to make in the heat of the day, as the time best 
calculated to ensure success, as then troops would then be least 
piepaied to oppose us 

Two flank companies of Euiopeans, taken fiom those regi- 
ments necessaiily left to guaid 0111 camps and out-posts, followed 
by the 12th, 331 d, 73rd, and 74th regiments, and three coips 
of gienadiei sepoys, taken fiom the tioops of the three Pre- 
sidencies, with 200 of his Highness the Nizam’s tioops, foimed 
the party foi the assault, accompanied by 100 of the artillery, 
and the corps of pioneeis, and suppoited in the tienches by the 
battalion companies of the legimcnt De Meuron, and four 
battalions of Madias sepoys Colonel Sherbrooke, and Lieut - 
Colonels Dunlop, Dalrymple, Gardnei, and Mignon, commanded 
the seveial flank coips, and Major-General Baird was entrusted 
with the direction of this impoitant service 

At one o’clock the tioops moved from the tienches, ciossed 
the locky bed of the Caveiy undei an extremely heavy file, 
passed the glacis and ditch, and ascended the breaches m the 
Fausse Biaye, and rampait of the fort, sui mounting m the most 
gallant mannei every obstacle which the dilflculty of the passage, 
and the resistance of the enemy piesented to oppose their pro- 
gress Maj 01 -General Baird had divided his foice foi the puipose 
of clearing the ramparts to the right and left , one division was 
commanded by Colonel Sherbrooke, the othei by Lieut -Colonel 
Dunlop , the latter was disabled m the breach, but both corps, 
although strongly opposed, were completely successful Re- 
sistance continued to be made from the palace of Tippoo for 
some time after all firing had ceased from the works , two of his 
sons were there, who, on an assurance of safety, surrendered to 
the tioops surrounding them, and guards were placed for the 
protection of the family, most of whom wei e m the palace It 
was soon aftei leported that Tippoo Sultaun had fallen Syed 
Saheb, Meer Saduc, Syed Gofar, and many others of his chiefs 
were also slam , measures were immediately adopted to stop the 
confusion, at first unavoidable, in a city strongly garrisoned, 
crowded with inhabitants, and their property m luins, from the 
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fire of a numeious aitillery, and taken by assault The piinces 
were removed to camp 

It appeared to Majoi-Geneial Baird so important to asceitain 
the fate of the Sultaun, that he caused immediate search to be 
made for his body, which, aftei much difficulty, was found late 
in the evening in one of the gates under a heap of slain, and 
placed in the palace The coipse was the next day recognised 
by the family, and mteired with the honours due to his rank, m 
the mausoleum of his father, 

The strength of the foit is such, both fiom its natuial position 
and the stupendous works by which it is surrounded, that all the 
exeitions of the brave troops who attacked it, in whose piaise it 
is impossible to say too much, weie lequiied to place it in oui 
hands Of the merits of the aimy I have expiessed my opinion 
in oiders, a copy of which I shall foiward to-moiiow , and I trust 
your Lordship will point out then seiwices to the favouiable 
notice of their king and countiy 

, I am Sony to add, that on collecting the retuins of our loss it 
is found to have been much heaviei than I had at first imagined. 
An accurate statement shall be sent to-moiiow 


On the 5th instant Abdul Khalic, the eldei of the piinccs, 
formerly hostages with Lord Cornwallis, surrendeied himself at 
our outposts, demanding protection. Keiim Saheb, the brother 
of Tippoo, had befoie sought refuge with Meer Allum Behadui. 
A Cowl Namah was yesterday despatched to Futteh Hydei, the 
eldest son of Tippoo, inviting him to join his brother Puineah 
and Meer Cummer ul deen Khan have also been summoned to 
Sermgapatam. No answers have yet been leceived, but I expect 
them shortly, as their families aie m the foit 


This moment Ah Reza, foimeily one of the vakeels fiom 
Tippoo Sultaun to Lord Cornwallis, has ariived fiom Meei 
Cummer ul Deen Khan to ask my oideis for 4000 hoise, now- 
under his command Ah Reza was commissioned to declaic 
that Meei Cummer ul Deen would make no conditions, but lely 
on the generosity of the English He desiied mciely to state, 
that his claim to the Jaghire of Guiiamconda was well known, 
as was his family and character If these and his connexion 
with the unfortunate family of Tippoo Sultaun should give him 
a claim to this ancient possession of his house, his sense of 
obligation would bind him evei to the Biitish interests If this 

f he hoped he might obtain per- 

mission to retire with his family to Hyderabad On this subject 
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I have promised to ask youi Lordship’s pleasure , he will shortly 
arrive, and as the aimy of the late Sultaun look up chiefly to 
him, I hope thiough his means to be enabled at once to restore 
tranquillity Monsieur Chapuy and most of the Fiench are 
prisoners They have commissions from the French Govern- 
ment. 

I have the honoui to be, &c 

George Harris. 


23 To Lieut.- General Harris, Commander-in-Cluef, &c 

Same Stihcct 
Sir, 

Having m obedience to youi ordeis taken the command of 
the troops oidered for the assault of the Fort of Seringapatam, 
consisting of a corps of six companies of European flankers from 
the Bombay aimy, under Lieut -Colonel Dunlop , a corps of four 
companies of European flankers from the Scotch brigade, and 
the Regiment de Meurone, under Colonel Sherbrooke , his 
Majesty’s 12th, 33id, 73rd, and 74th regiments, ten companies 
of Bengal sepoy flankers, under Lieut -Colonel Gardener , eight 
companies of coast sepoy flankers, under Lieut -Colonel Dal- 
rymple , six companies of Bombay sepoy flankers, under Lieut - 
Colonel Mignan, one hundred aitillerymen, with a proportion 
of gun lascars, under Major Bell , the European and Native 
pioneers under Captain Dowse , — amounting as per enclosed 
return of men actually under aims at the assault, to — 

. J.494}Total . 4 . 37 ^ 

I have now the honour to report to you the measures I took 
to secure the success of the important object entrusted to me, 
and the result, and to enclose a return of the killed and wounded 
on the assault 

Having received your instructions to make the capture of the 
ramparts my fiist object, as the force under my command was 
not deemed sufficient to assault the ramparts and town at the 
same time, when defended by Tippoo’s whole army, I directed 
Lieut -Colonel Dunlop, with six companies of Bombay European 
flankers, supported by his Majesty’s i2th and 33rd legiments, 
and ten companies of Bengal sepoy flankers, with fifty artillery- 
men, to assault the North rampaits, and to push on with the 
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Eulopean flank companies until he met the South attack, undei 
Colonel Sherbrooke, consisting of the flank companies of the 
Scotch Brigade and Regiment de Meurone, reinforced by the 
Gienadier companies of his Majesty’s 731 d and 74th regiments, 
in consequence of the vigorous resistance, there was leason to 
appiehend at the several heavy batteiies on the south face of 
the fort, and suppoited by his Majesty’s 731 d and 74th regi- 
ments, eight companies of coast native, and six companies of 
Bombay native flankeis, with fifty artilleiymen, when the whole 
were directed to form on the East face, until arrangements were 
made for the attack of such of the cavaliers as might not already 
have been seized on, 01 for pioceeding to the attack of the body 
of the place, if with the force lemaming such a measure should 
be deemed advisable 

The assault commenced, in obedience to your oideis, at one 
p M Colonels Sherbiooke and Dunlop were directed on no 
account to quit the inner rampart previous to their junction, for 
an}’- other object but that of seizing on the cavaliers m the neigh- 
bouihood of their lespectivc attacks, and to lose no time m 
regaining then situation on the ramparts, as soon as that object 
should be attained, and every cavalier or post on the rampait, 
which it might be deemed essential to secure, were immediately 
to be occupied b}'- a battalion company or companies from the 
supporting European 1 egiments, so that the whole of the ground 
once captured might be secured, and the flankeis on their junc- 
tion be m full force to follow up their success, by an attack on 
any of the cavaliers which had not fallen m then way, or by an 
assault on the body of the town and the palace of the Sultaun. 

In the success of every part of this plan my warmest wishes 
weie gratified , the whole of the ramparts, and every cavaliei m 
the fort, were m a vigorous assault of a few houis, in the pos- 
session of our troops, who were too well acquainted with the 
value of their conquest to lender the retaining it against the 
whole of Tippoo’s army at all doubtful The place, therefore, 
being so securel}’- our own, I was not anxious, by an immediate 
attack on the palace, to bring on a fresh and unnecessary 
slaughtei , and indeed the exhausted state of the gallant flankeis 
rendered it expedient for me to halt a short time befoie I pro- 
ceeded to the attack of the palace, which, if Tippoo was in it, 
there was every reason to suppose would be, if possible, as 
gallantly defended as attacked 

During this halt, two fresh battalions of sepoys arrived, and 
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trusting that by this time the Sultaun would see how fruitless 
any fuither resistance must piove; I requested Majoi Allen, 
Deputy Quarter-Master-Gencral, who had just arrived fiom 
camp, and who, from his knowledge of the language, was well 
qualified to execute the duty, to proceed with a flag of truce 
to the palace, and offei Cowle to Tippoo Sultaun, and every 
pel son m his palace, on his immediate and unconditional sur- 
render of himself and family to me , at the same time mfoimmg 
him, if there was the smallest hesitation m acceding to this offer, 
that an immediate assault on the palace would take place, and 
eveiy man in it be put to the swoid The Grenadiers, and part 
of the I3th regiment undei Major Craigie, with the 2nd battalion 
of the 9th regiment of sepoys, accompanied Major Allen to put 
this threat into immediate execution, if necessary, and I pre- 
paied the flankers, now a little recoveied from their fatigues, to 
follow to the attack of the palace on the first signal of hostilities 
having recommenced (foi the flung had ceased on all sides for 
upwards of an houi) In the mean time I received intelligence 
from one of the piisoncrs, of whom I caused enquiry to be made 
as to the place where the English soldiers, who had been taken 
in the diffeient assaults on the enemy’s outposts duiing the siege 
weie confined, that they had all been put to death about ten 
days befoie m the most baibaious manner, by having nails 
driven thiough their skulls On this I immediately advanced 
with the flankeis of the 74th legiment and the light infantry, 
and lemammg part of the I3th legiment, resolved, if Cowle had 
not already been granted, and the dieadful accounts of the fate 
of our fellow soldieis were confiimed, to sacrifice the tyrant to 
their manes 

On reaching the palace. Major Allen came out to me, and 
informed me he had been with Tippoo’s two youngest sons, who 
were ignorant where their father was, but were disposed to sur- 
render themselves and the palace on a promise of protection 
Anxious, if possible, to discover Tippoo, who I had been in- 
formed was certainly m the palace, I hesitated to agree to these 
conditions unless they would infoim me wheie then father was, 
and tin eatened to search the most secret recesses of the palace 
if he was not instantly produced , but not being able to learn 
from them where the Sultaun was, and wishing to get them out 
of the fort before it was daik, after giving them eveiy assuiance 
of protection and kind treatment, I sent them off to you, under 
chaige of Lieut -Colonel Agnew, your public Secretary, and 
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Captain Meriiott, your Aid-de-Camp, escoited by the light 
mfantiy company of his Majest3ds 33rd regiment The palace 
was then taken possession of without opposition I now pro- 
ceeded to the search of the palace, accompanied by Lieut - 
Colonel Close and Major Allen, taking caie, however, to avoid 
the Zenana, lound which I had posted a sufficient force to make 
his escape fiom it impracticable In the palace we found a man 
who, on being seveiely threatened, said that the Sultaun was 
killed in attempting to escape through the Northern Sally Poit, 
and offeied to conduct us to the body We accordingly pro- 
ceeded thither, and undei a slaughtered heap of seveial hun- 
dreds, many of whom were men of consequence in his service, 
had the pleasure to discovei the body of the Sultaun He had 
been shot through the head and body, and was quite dead 
I caused him immediately to be put into a palanquin, and 
conveyed to the palace, wheie the body was identified by some 
of the pimcipal men who had fallen into oui hands, and by two 
of the eunuchs belonging to his Haram 

I now proceeded to give such piotection to the inhabitants as 
was in my power, and although it was by this time daik, as 
I have heard no complaints of outrage 01 insult being offeied 
to any aftei the conflict ceased, I may venture to say the natives 
of India will be satisfied that the British soldiers are not more 
brave than humane 

Eaily the next morning Abdual Cawhc, the second son of 
Tippoo, and the elder son of the two who were delivered to 
Loid Cornwallis as hostages at the conclusion of the last war, 
was met by Lieut -Colonel Dalrymple coming from the island to 
deliver himself up. He was immediately assured of piotection 
and the most liberal treatment, and I went to meet him to show 
how much satisfied I was with the confidence he placed in us by 
thus delivering himself into oui hands when the means of escape 
were perfectly in his power 

Having been led to expect you in the foit yesterday morning, 
I waited with Abdual Cawhc to deliver him into your own 
hands But on being leheved by Colonel Wellesley, I proceeded 
with him to camp, and dehveied him over to you I perceive, 
in the general oiders of yesteiday, that no mention is made of 
Colonel Sheibrooke This, I perceive^ is owing to that order 
being published befoie I had time to make my report to you of 
the conduct of the troops under my command on the assault, 
which was highly exemplary thioughout, and if, wheie all 

K 
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behaved nobly, it is pioper to mention individual merit, I know 
no man so justly entitled to piaise as Colonel Sherbrooke, to 
whose exeitions I feel myself much indebted for the success of 
the attack 

I make no doubt but Lieut -Colonel Dunlop, who commanded 
a party of equal force with that of Colonel Sherbiooke, would 
have merited equal praise for his exertions had he not most 
unfoitunately been disabled by a wound very early in the 
assault, a circumstance I most sincerely regretted, as from the 
well known character of that officer, and the clear manner m 
which he understood the instructions I gave him relative to the 
attack he was to lead, I put the greatest confidence in the success 
of the attack 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

, Youi most obedient, humble Servant, 

David Baird, Major-General 

Camp at Seiingapatam, 

6th May, 1799 


24 The Earl of Mornington to the Secret Committee of the 

Court of Directors. 

Dociiinents, tllusU'ative of Ttppoo^s French alliance^ found at 

Scringapatam. 

Fort St George, 19th May, 1799 

Honourable Sirs, 

The accidental detention of the Sarah Christta 7 ia packet 
enables me to forward to your honourable Committee, by this 
despatch, documents of great importance, explanatoiy of the 
nature of the connexion between Tippoo Sultaun and the Fiench 
republic 

These papers were found in the palace of Seringapatam, and 
were transmitted officially to my militaiy secretary by the secre- 
tary of the commission appointed to assist Lieut -General Hams 
in all matters of a political nature 

The papei No i is a letter from Tippoo Sultaun to the 
Executive Directory, and appeals to be an attested copy of that 
which was despatched by M Dubuc with two native vakeels of 
the 7th of February, 1799 The letter, however, is dated the 
aoth of July, 1798, at which time the military pieparations in 
the Carnatic had scarcely commenced 
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YourHonouiable Committee will observe, tliat,Tippoo Sultaun, 
in the most distinct manner, states the natme of his late embassy 
to the Isle of France to have been the same which I have de- 
scribed in my minute of the 12th of August, and in my letter to 
Tippoo Sultaun of the 8th of November, notwithstanding that he 
had endeavouied to put a different colour on the tiansaction m 
his letter to me of the i8th of December, 1798, received at Fort 
St George the 25th of the same month 

It is equally lemarkable that he does not attempt to allege 
against the Biitish Government any giound of complaint since 
the conclusion of the last war 

The object of his offensive and defensive alliance with Fiance 
appeals to have been not merely the iccovery of his former 
dominions, but the expulsion of the English fiom all their rich 
possessions m India, and the utter annihilation of their power m 
Asia 

You will further obsen^e, that he declares it to be his intention 
to commence the attack on the first favouiable occasion , and 
on the whole, that he piofesses to make common cause with 
France, under the most solemn protestations of fidelity and zeal 
to the lepublic 

Ihe papci, No 2, is a note of the demands which Tippoo 
Sultaun’s ambassadois were authorized by him to make upon 
the Executive Directoiy at Pans They coiiespond m substance 
with the requisitions announced in M Malartic’s proclamation at 
the Mauritius 

In the articles 5 and 6 you will perceive that the Sultaun 
intended to commence his opeiations m the heart of the Carnatic, 
m concert with a Fiench army to be landed at Porto Novo, and 
that he did not propose to wait the actual arrival of the French 
foice, but was resolved to make himself master of the coast of 
Coromandel as soon as he should find it convenient, after having 
received notice of the motions of the Fiench 

In article 7 it appears that the Portuguese colonies m this 
quarter of India were to have been divided between Tippoo 
Sultaun and the Fiench All the articles of this paper demand 
particular attention, as tending to prove, m the most conclusive 
mannei, the entiie devotion of this infatuated Piince to his 
alliance with France. This papci also is dated on the 20th July, 
1798 both documents are signed in the Sultaun’s own hand- 
writing, according to the abbreviated form of signature, which 
he was accustomed to use in all his letters and other official 

IC 2 
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documents This mode of signatuie is usual among the natives 
of Hmdostan, and no doubt can be entertained of the authenticity 
of the papeis 

Youi Honouiable Committee will obseiwe, that the letter fiom 
Tippoo Sultaun to me, which was leceived at Foit St Geoige on 
the 13th of Febiuaiy, must have been wiitten subsequently to 
the despatch of the papeis now enclosed, as M Dubuc, with the 
Sultaun’s two vakeels, embaiked at Tianquebai on the 7th of 
Februaiy 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington 

25 The Earl of Mornington to the Honourable Court of 

Directors 

Pmtition and Settlement of Mysoie Tieatment of the Snltann s 
family Results of the JVa; 

Fort St George, 3d August, 1799 

Honourable Siis, 

My last separate letter to youi Honourable Court, was dated 
on the 6th of June, at which peiiod I informed you, that I was 
occupied in framing a general settlement of the conquered teiri- 
toiies of the late Tippoo Sultaun In this despatch, I shall 
submit to youi Honouiable Couit, a summary abstract of the 
principles by which my conduct has been governed m framing 
this settlement, and of the means which I have employed for 
carrying it into effect 

Fiom the justice and success of the late war with Tippoo 
Sultaun, the Company and the Nizam derived an undoubted right 
to the disposal of the dominions conquered by their united arms 
This light of conquest entitled the Company and the Nizam, to 
retain the whole territory m their own hands , the cession of any 
portion of It to any other party, might be a consideration of policy 
or humanity, but could not be claimed on any ground of justice 
or right 

The Mahrattas, whatever might have been their disposition, 
having taken no share in the war, had forfeited every pretension 
to participate in the advantages of the peace The numerous 
progeny of Tippoo Sultaun (even if it had been possible to adjust 
then several pretensions to the succession,) could plead no title 
which had not been superseded by the conquest of the kingdom , 
nor was it possible in estimating their claims, to forget the usur- 
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pation of Hyder Alli, and the sufifeiings of the unfoitunate family, 
expelled by his ciimes from the throne of Mysore A lineal 
descendant of the ancient house of the Rajahs of Mysoie, 
still remained at Senngapatam , but, whatever might be the 
hopes of his family, from the moderation and humanity of the 
conquerors, this young Prince could assert no right to any shaie 
of the conquered territory 

To the free and uncontrouled exeicise of the right of conquest 
thus vested m the Company and the Nizam^ no obstacle existed 
in 'the internal state of the kingdom of Mysoie The whole 
body of the people had manifested the most favourable dis- 
position to submit to oui authoiity, the commanders of most 
of the principal fortresses had surrendered, or expressed their 
leadmess to surrender to our arms , and within a few days after 
the fall of Senngapatam, I was satisfied that no difficulty would 
arise from the influence of the Mahommedans introduced into 
'Mysore, under the usurpation of Hyder Alh and Tippoo Sultaun 
It had been the uniform policy of the latter to destroy every 
vestige of hereditary right, established office, or teriitoiial pos- 
session among his subjects, and to concentre not only the 
whole authority of the State, but the whole administration of 
the Government in his own person , during his reign, therefore, 
his numerous Mahommedan chiefs possessed neither individual 
weight, nor collective force , many of them had fallen at Mala- 
velly, Sedasere, and Senngapatam, during the course of the 
war , and most of the survivors, together with their families, 
weie actually in the fortiess of Senngapatam, subjected to our 
disci etion, and confiding in the clemency of the Biitish Govern- 
ment, without union, spirit, or strength to resist its power The 
inclination and temper, both of the surviving chiefs and of the 
people, were also most happily disposed to receive any new 
settlement, which might promise to secure them against the revival 
of a despotism, the barbarity and caprice of which have never been 
surpassed even by any of the Mahommedan conquerors of India 

In legulating the exeicise of oui light of conquest, it appeared 
to me that no principle could more justly be assumed, than that 
the original objects of the war should constitute the basis of the 
peace, and of the general settlement of our territorial acquisitions 
These objects had been repeatedly declared by the Allies to be 
a leasonable indemnification for our expence in the wai, and 
an adequate security against the return of that danger, which 
originally provoked us to arms 
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With a View to each of these just and necessary objects, it was 
requisite that the Compan}^ and the Nwam should retain a laige 
portion of the conquered territory , but it required much con- 
sideiation to determine the precise extent of that portion, as well 
as the just rule of paitition The war had not been under- 
taken in pursuit of schemes of conquest, extension of teriitoiy, or 
augmentation of levenue In proportion to the magnitude and 
lustre of our success, it became a moie urgent duty to remember, 
that a peace founded in the giatification of any ambitious or 

inoidmate view, could neither be advantageous, honourable, nor 

* 

secure 

The approved policy, inteiests, and honour of the British 
nation therefoic requiicd, that the settlement of the extensive 
kingdom subjected to oui disposal, should be formed on princi- 
ples acceptable to the inhabitants of the conquered tciritories, 
just and conciliatoiy tovaids the contiguous native States, and 
indulgent to every party, in any degree affected by the conse-' 
quences of our success 

To have divided the whole territory equally between the 
Company and the Nizam, to the exclusion of any other State, 
would have afforded stiong grounds of jealousy to the Mahrattas, 
and aggrandized the Nizam’s power beyond all bounds of discre- 
tion , under whatever form such a pai tition could have been made. 
It must have placed in the hands of the Nizam many of the 
stiong foi tresses on the northern fiontier of Mysore, and exposed 
oui fiontier m that quaiter to every predatory incursion , such a 
paitition would have laid the foundation of perpetual differences, 
not only between the Mahrattas and the Nizam, but between the 
Company and both those powers 

To have divided the countiy into three equal portions, allow- 
ing the Mahrattas, (who had boine no pait m the expence or 
hazaid of the war,) an equal share with the other two blanches 
of the triple alliance in the advantages of the peace, would have 
been unjust towards the Nizam, and towards the Company, 
impolitic, as furnishing an evil example to our othei Allies in 
India, and dangerous, as effecting a consideiable aggrandizement 
of the Mahratta empiie at the expence of the Company, and of 
the Nizam. This mode of partition also, must have placed 
Chitteldroog, and some of the most impoitant northern for- 
tresses, m the hands of the Mahrattas, while the remainder of 
the fortresses in the same line, would have been occupied by the 
Nizam, and our unfortified and open frontiei in Mysore, would 
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have been exposed to the excesses of the undisciplined tioops of 
both powers 

The Mahiattas unquestionably had no claim to any poition of 
the conqueied tciritorj'', and any considerable extension of their 
empiie was objectionable, especially when accompanied by the 
possession of strong forti esses boideiing on the line of our 
frontiei It was, however, desirable to conciliate their goodwill, 
and to offer to them such a portion of terntoiy as might give 
them an interest in the new settlement without offence 01 mjuiy 
to the Nizam, and without dangei to the frontier of the Com- 
pany’s possessions On the other hand, it was piudcnt to limit 
the teintoiy retained in the hands of the Company and of the 
Nizam within such bounds of moderation as should bear a due 
proportion to their respective expences in the contest, and to 
the necessary means of securing the public safety of then le- 
spective dominions 

For the mfoimation of your Honoiiiable Court, I have annexed 
to this despatch a compaiative statement of several plans foi 
the partition of Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions, drawn up undei 
my mstmctions with a view to the lelative interests and power 
of the Nizam, the Mahrattas, and the Company, to the natuie, 
produce, and geogiaphical boundaiies of the country, and to the 
position and strength of the seveial foiti esses and passes, an 
attentive investigation of every compaiative view of these im- 
portant questions terminated m my decision that the establish- 
ment of a central and separate government in Mysore, under 
the protection of the Company, and the admission of the 
Mahrattas to a certain participation m the division of the con- 
quered teiritoiy, weie the expedients best calculated to recon- 
cile the mteiests of all parties, to secure to the Company, a less 
invidious, and more efficient shaie of revenue, resouice, com- 
meicial advantage, and mihtaiy strength, than could be obtained 
under any othei distribution of tciritory 01 power, and to affoid 
the most favouiable prospect of general and peimaiient tian- 
quilhty m India 

Having decided these leading piinciples of the new settle- 
ment, I proceeded to detcimme the rule of distiibution for the 
respective shaies of the Company, the Nizam, and the Mahrattas, 
to fix the most eligible position for the cessions to be made to 
each party, and to define the limits of the new government of 
Mysoi e 

To the Company’s shaie naturally fell the Piovmce of Canaia, 
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the Districts of Coimbatooi and Daiaporam, with all the terri- 
tory lying below the Ghauts between your possessions in the 
Carnatic, and those in Malabai These acquisitions appeared 
the most eligible, not only on account of their intiinsic value in 
point of pioduce, but as secuiiiig an uninterrupted tract of 
teiritoiy fiom the coast of Coromandel to that of Malabar, 
together with the entire sea-coast of the Kingdom of Mysore, 
and the base of all the eastern, western and southern Ghauts 
To these I thought it necessary to add the forts and posts 
foiming the heads of all the passes above the Ghauts on the 
Table Land The possession of the base of the Ghauts alone 
foimed no effectual bairiei for the inhabitants of the Low Lands 
against an enemy possessing the summits of those mountains , 
and I, theiefore, considered the acquisition of all the entiances 
of the Passes situated above the Ghauts, to be an essential 
object of secuiity, against eveiy possible approach of dangci 
from the Table Land. This acquisition derived a fuither im- 
poitance m my opinion, fiom the means which it appeared to 
affoid of cuibmg the lefiactory spiiit of the Polygais, and of all 
other tuibulent and disaffected subjects m the Cainatic, and on 
the coast of Malabai , I also considered the district of Wynaad 
to be an useful possession with a view to the tranquillity of 
youi teiritoiies on the latter coast The last addition which 
I deemed it necessaiy to make to youi share of the conqueied 
dominions, consisted of the fortiess, city and island of Sermga- 
patam, the •'possession of which would effectually secure the 
communication between youi tciiitoiies on both coasts, and 
consolidate all your lines of defence in, eveiy diiection 

To the Nizam, it appeared most expedient to allot the dis- 
tricts of Gooty and Guiiumcondah, boi dering on the cessions 
which he acquiied by the peace of 1792, togethei with a tract 
of countiy, the frontier of which should be diawn nearly along 
the line of Chitteldroog, Sera, Nundydioog, and Colai, leaving, 
however, these fortresses to the southwaid to form the fiontier 
of the new Government of Mysore The Nizam ceitamly could 
not assert any just claim to an equal participation with the 
Company m the advantages of the peace The operation of 
the 6th Article of the Treaty of Paungul, respecting an equal 
division of conquests, was limited to the war which terminated 
m 1792 Since the peace of Senngapatam, the 10th is the only 
Article of the Tieaty of Paungul which can be consideied to 
continue m foice, and no subsequent engagements had been 
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conti acted with the Nizam which could entitle him to any 
advantages m the present peace exceeding his relative propoi- 
tion in the expences and exeitions of the allied force during the 
late wai It was, howevei, desiiable that the tciiitorial levenue 
letamed m soveieignt}?- by the Company (aftei deducting what- 
evei chaiges might be annexed to the tenure) should not exceed 
the Nizam’s portion, and accoidingly I determined that this 
pimciple should be observed in the paitition, leservmg, how- 
ever, to the Company, as a just indemnification foi then supeiior 
share in the expences and exertions of the war, the piincipal 
benefit of whatevei advantages might flow fiom any engage- 
ments to be conti acted with the new Government of Mysoie 

Foi the Mahiattas, I lesolved to leserve a poition of teiritoiy, 
the revenues of which should not exceed two-thnds, nor fall 
shoit of one-half, of the poitions retained in soveieignty by the 
Nizam and the Company respective^, aftei deducting their 
respective charges considering that any cession to the Peishwa 
must be viewed as a mattci of mere favour, it appealed to me 
that the share to be allotted to him was amply suflflcient , it 
would contain Haiponelly, Soonda above the Ghauts, Anna- 
goondy, part of the distiict of Chitteldioog, part of Bednoie 
above the Ghauts, and other distiicts, but the frontier fortresses 
of Chitteldioog and Bednoie would remain for the piotection of 
the new Government of Mysoie I also determined that no 
portion of territoiy should be ceded to the Peishwa uncon- 
ditionally, and that the cession should foim the basis of a new 
tieaty with the Mahratta empiie 

The territory lemainmg unoccupied by this partition could be 
bounded to the northward by a stiong line of hill forts and 
posts, foiraing a poweiful barrier towaids the southern fiontiers 
of the Nizam and of the Mahrattas, fiom Punganooi on the line 
of the eastern, to Bednore on that of the western Ghauts, and 
would be entnely suiiounded to the east, west and south, b)'- the 
teiiitories of the Company above and below the Ghauts, the 
Company also holding the Fort of Seringapatam in the centre 
of the Table Land 

The necessity now occuircd of detei mining in what hands the 
new Government of Mysoie should be placed, and although no 
positive light or title to the throne existed m any party, it 
seemed expedient, that my choice should be made between the 
pretensions of the family of Tippoo Sultaun, and those of the 
ancient house of the Rajahs of Mysoie 
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The claims of humanity on both sides lendeied the decision 
a painful and ungracious task No altei native remained, but to 
depose the dynasty which I found upon the tin one, or to con- 
fiim the Mahommedan usuipation, and with it the perpetual 
exclusion and dcgiadation of the legitimate Hindoo sovereigns 
of the countiy The usuipation, although not sanctioned by 
1 emote antiquity, had subsisted foi such a length of time as to 
have ncaily extinguished the hopes of the Hindoo family, and 
to have accustomed them to the humility of then actual fortunes, 
while the sons of Tippoo Sultaun, bom in the state of royalty, 
and educated Avith the pioudest and most exalted expectations 
of sovcieignty and powci, would be pioportionably sensible to 
the sudden change of their condition, and to the unexpected 
disappointment of then splendid p'lospccts In this view of the 
subject it would have been moic giatcful to my mind (securing 
a munificent piovision foi the ancient family of Mysore) to 
have rcstoicd that of Tippoo Sultaun to the throne, if such 
a rcstoiation could have been accomplished without exposing 
Mysore to the pcipctual haraid of internal commotion and 
foicign war, and without endangering the stability of the in- 
tended settlement of youi interests and those of youi allies in 
this quaiter of India 

Since the peace of Sciingapatam, and moic especially since 
the yeai I 79 < 5 , the destniction of the Biitish powei in India has 
formed the favourite and uni emitting object of Tippoo Sultaun's 
hopes and exertions His haughty mind never could be recon- 
ciled to the sacrifices which he was compelled to make for the 
purchase of peace in 1792, and his increasing eagerness to 
recovei the extensive poition of his dominions, then ceded to 
the allies, uiged him to pursue a systematic couise of intiigue 
against the Biitish power among all the native states, and to 
levert to his ancient and heieditaiy connection with France, as 
the only effectual means of gratifying eithei his ambition or 
levenge 

The proofs which I had obtained, pievious to the war, of 
the nature and objects of his machinations, weie sufficient to 
satisfy my judgment, they have since been coiroborated by the 
voluminous lecords discoveied in the Palace of Seringapatam ; 
it IS now incontestable that Tippoo Sultaun’s thoughts were 
perpetually intent upon the nun of the Biitish power, that he 
trusted to have accomplished oui expulsion by instigating the 
French to invade India, and that he prosecuted this unalterable 
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purpose with all the zeal and ardoui of passionate resentment 
and vindictive hate, as well as with the steadiness of a dehbeiate 
maxim of state 

Perhaps the most wise policy which Tippoo Sultaun could 
have pursued would have been to have rested satisfied with 
the dominions remaining m his hands after the peace of 1792 
But a policy of so moderate and pacific a spirit being utterly 
incompatible with the impetuosity of his temper, with the prin- 
ciples of his religious faith, and with the military chaiacter of 
his government, it might be at least a matter of rational specu- 
lation, whether a close alliance with Fiance (howevei dangerous 
in Its remote consequences) was not his true interest, m the 
actual state of his immediate views and pursuits The pos- 
session of his lost dignity, wealth, and power could not be re- 
covered without the conquest of a great part of the Company’s 
territory, nor effectually secured without the total subversion of 
the British interests m India , — a Fiench army was the only 
instrument by which such an onterprize could be attempted , — 
an alliance with France was, therefore, the necessary conse- 
quence of Tippoo Sultaun’s restless, but natural desire to restoie 
his empire to its former splendour and strength In addition to 
his correspondence with the French at Tranquebar, with those 
at the Isle of France, and with the executive Directory at Pans, 
his embassy to Zemaun Shah, his intrigues at Poonah and 
Hydeiabad, and his correspondence with Mons Raymond, (all 
which transactions appear distinctly m the lecords discovered 
at Senngapatam) furnish abundant evidence that his antipathy 
to the English was the ruling passion of his heart, the main- 
spring of his policy, the fixed and fundamental principle of his 
councils and government 

The heir of Tippoo Sultaun must have been educated m the 
same pimciples, and encouraged to indulge in the same pre- 
judices and passions, and instructed to form the same views of 
the interests and honour of the throne of Mysore These senti- 
ments would necessarily acquire additional foice in his mind 
from the issue of the late war Our unexampled success had 
subveited the foundations of his father’s empire, and tiansfeired 
to our possession every source of the civil 01 mihtaiy power of 
Mysore Placed on the throne by oui favour, and limited by 
our controul, he would have felt himself degiaded to a state of 
humiliation and weakness so abject as no Piince of spiiit would 
brook Under such an arrangement our safety would have 
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lequired us to letam at least all the tcnitoiy which we now 
hold by the paitition Treaty of Mysore Whatever we retained 
must have been considered by the pi nice as a new usuipation 
upon his royal mhciitance, and an additional pledge of his 
degiadation and disgiace In propoition to the leduction of his 
teiiitoiy and lesouices he would have less to lose and moie to 
regain in any stiuggle for the recovery of his father’s empiie, 
1101 does It seem unicasonable to suppose that the heir of Hyder 
Alh and Tippoo Sultaun, animated by the implacable spirit and 
bold example of his pai cuts, and accustomed to the commanding 
piospect of independent soveieignty, and to the splendoui of 
militaiy gloiy, might deliberately hazard the remnant of his 
heieditaiy possessions m puisuit of so pioud an object, as the 
lecoveiy of that vast and powciful empiic, which foi many yeais 
had icndeicd his ancestois the scouige of the Carnatic, and the 
ten 01 of this quaiter of India 

In the most iiaiiow view of the subject, it must be admitted 
that the son of Tippoo Sultaun must have felt a perpetual 
mteiest m the subvcision of any settlement of Mysore, founded 
on a paitition of his father’s dominions, and on a limitation of 
his own independence If, Ihciefoie, a pi. nee of this race had 
been placed on the throne of Mysoie, the foundations of the 
new settlement would have been laid m the veiy principles of 
Its own dissolution With such a prince no sinceie alliance, no 
concoid of sentiments, oi union of views could ever have been 
established , the appearances of amity oi attachment must have 
been delusive, even his submission must have been reluctant, 
if not treacherous , while all his interests, his habits, pre- 
judices, and passions his vices, and even his virtues must 
have concurred to cherish an ii reconcilable aveision to our 
name and power, and an eager desiie to abet the cause, to 
exaspeiate the animosity, and to leceive the aid of eveiy enemy 
of the British nation Whatevei degiee of influence or strength 
might have been left to the native Goveinment of Mysore m 
such hands, would always have been thiowm into the scale 
opposed to youi mteiests The hostile power of Mysore would 
have been w'^eakened, but not desti oyed , an enemy ivould still 
have lemamed m the centie of youi possessions, watching eveiy 
occasion to lepaii the misfoi tunes of his family at youi expense, 
and forming a point of union for the machinations of eveiy 
discontented faction m India, and for the intrigues of every 
emissaiy of France 
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Under these circumstancesj the same anxiety for the security 
and 1 epose of your possessions, which originally compelled me to 
reduce the power of Tippoo Sultaun, now appealed to require 
that I should provide effectually against the revival of any degree 
of a similai dangei, m the person of his son 

On the other hand, the restoration of the descendant of the 
ancient Rajahs of Mysoie was lecommended by the same couise of 
reasoning which excluded the heir of the Mahomedan usurpation 

The indignities which the deposed family of Mysore had 
suffered, especially during the cruel and tyiannical leign of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and the state of degiadation and miseiy to 
which they had been reduced, would most natuially excite a 
sentiment of giatitude and attachment m then minds towaids 
that power, which had not onl}^ delivered them from oppiession, 
but had laised them to a state of consideiable affluence and dis- 
tinction Between the Biitish Government and this family, an 
intercom se of fiiendship and kindness had subsisted m the most 
despeiate crisis of then adveise foitune They had foimed no 
connection -with youi enemies Their elevation would be the 
spontaneous act of your generosity, and from your support alone 
could they evei hope to be maintained upon the tin one, either 
against the family of Tippoo Sultaun, or against any other 
claimant They must naturally view with an eye of jealousy, all 
the friends of the usuiping family, and consequently be adverse 
to the Fiench, or to any state connected with that family, m its 
hereditary hatred of the Biitish Government The heir of the 
Rajahs of Mysore, if placed on the thione, must feel that his 
continuance m that state depended on the stability of the new 
settlement m all its paits His mteiest must theiefore be to 
unite with cordiality and zeal m every effort necessary to its 
harmony, efficiency, and vigoui The effect of such an aiiange- 
ment of the affairs of Mysore would not be limited to the mei e 
destruction of the hostile power which menaced our safety In 
the place of that power, would be substituted one, whose interests 
and resources might be absolutely identified with our own, and 
the kingdom of Mysore, so long the source of calamity and alarm 
to the Carnatic, might become a new baiiier of our defence, and 
might supply fresh means of wealth and strength to- the Company, 
their subjects, and allies 

In addition to these motives of policy, moial consideiations, 
and sentiments of geneiosity and humanity, favoured the restora- 
tion of the ancient family of Mj^sore Then high birth, the 
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antiquity of then legitimate title, and their long and unmerited 
sufferings, lendeied them peculiar objects of compassion and 
respect , noi could it be doubted that their government would 
be both moie acceptable and more indulgent than that of the 
Mahomedan usuipers, to the mass of the inhabitants of the 
country, composed almost entiiely of Hindoos 

These consideiations induced me to adopt the lesolution of 
preferiing the descendants of the Rajahs ofMysoieto the heir 
of Tippoo Sultaun 

I determined at the same time to grant to the families of 
Hydei Ah and Tippoo Sultaun a more magnificent maintenance 
than eithei had enjoyed during the late leign, and to provide 
with the same hbeiality foi the pimcipal Mahomedan officers and 
chiefs of the state, who had survived the Sultaun, and for the 
families of all those who had fallen m the course of the wai 

For the accomplishment of a settlement founded on the 
principles which I have had the honour to detail to youi 
Honouiable Court in the pieceding paragraphs, I issued a 
special commission on the 4th of June, appointing Lieutenant- 
General Hairis, The Honouiable Colonel Wellesley, The 
Honourable Henry Wellesley, Lieutenant-Colonel William 
Kiikpatrick, and Lieutenant- Colonel Barry Close, commis- 
sioners foi the affaiis of Mysoie, with the ample powers speci- 
fied in the commission , and I named Captains Malcolm and 
Munro to be secietaries, and Mr Edward Golding and Lieu- 
tenant Chailes Pasley assistant secietaries to the commission 
As the favourable state of the country has rendered my presence 
at Seiingapatam unnecessary, I accompanied the commission 
with instiuctions diiecting the commissioners to proceed without 
delay to lay the foundations of the new arrangement, and for 
the purpose of precluding the intrigues of the natives, and of all 
the great interests which weie in suspense, I enjoined the com- 
missioners and their secretaries to take an oath of secrecy, in 
order that no pait of my plan might transpire until the arrange- 
ments for the whole had been completed 

The commissioners assembled at Seringapatam on the 8th of 
June, and under my instructions, their first act was to make 
provision for tlie principal surviving officers and chiefs of the late 
Sultaun, and for the families of those slam during the campaign 
lam happy to inform your Honourable Court, that this measuie 
produced the most salutary effect in tranquillizing the minds of 
the principal Mahomedans remaining in Mysore, and in placing 
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the clemency and generosity of the Biitish Government m the 
most conspicuous and honourable light It was detei mined, 
that Meer Kummui ud Deen should be settled at Gurrum- 
condah, with a jaghire fiom the Nizam, and another from the 
Company This ariangement having been concluded, Kummur 
ud Deen departed fiom Seringapatam on the 19th of June, with 
many expiessions of gratitude towaids the Company’s Govern- 
ment The Brahmin Pooineah, who had been the principal 
financial mimstei of the late Sultaun, having given satisfactory 
proof of his readiness to serve the new Government m the same 
capacity, it was determined that he should be appointed Dewan 
to the young Rajah of Mysore 

The next pioceeding of the commissioneis, m puisuance of 
my directions, was to undertake the painful, but necessary task 
of removing the families of Hydei Ah and Tippoo Sultaun 
from Seringapatam to the Carnatic 

I had previously given orders that the fortress of Vellore 
should be prepared foi the reception of the families, and I had 
appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Doveton to the command of that 
fortress, and had also entrusted him with the payment of the 
stipends allotted to both families, directing him to spaie no 
reasonable expense m providing for their accommodation, on a 
scale suitable to their former rank and expectations The four 
princes, Futteh Hyder, Abdul Khauhk, Moyez 00 Deen, and 
Moyee oo Deen, with their families, arrived at Vellore on the 
13th of July, they expressed their satisfaction in the accommo- 
dations provided for them The remainder of the families of 
Hyder Ah and Tippoo Sultaun will be removed as soon as may 
be practicable 

Previously to the departure of the princes from Seringapatam, 
the commissioners had cautiously abstained from all intercourse 
with the family of the Rajah of Mysore , but as soon as the four 
elder sons of the late Sultaun had left the capital, the commis- 
sioners paid a visit to the young Rajah, whom they found with 
others of this peisecuted family, in a condition of poverty and 
humiliation, which excited the strongest emotions of compassion , 
it was determined to fix the residence of the Rajah in the ancient 
town of Mysore, as being the most eligible situation for the seat 
of his government 

On the 5th of June I had furnished the commissioners with 
the first draft of a tieaty between the Company and his Highness, 
the Nizam, for the partition of Mysore, and having received the 
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fullest communication of their sentiments and of those of Mecr 
Allum, on the subject, I made such alteiations as appealed to 
be advisable On the ‘Z'znd of June this tieaty was executed 
by the commissioneis and Mecr Allum, at Seriiigapatam, and 
latified by me in council at Foit St George, on the 26th of the 
same month, and by his Highness the Nizam, at Hydeiabad, on 
the 13th of July A cop}^ of this treaty is annexed to this 
despatch under the title of the Paitition Treaty of Mysoie 

On the 30th of June the Rajah of Mysoie was formally placed 
on the musnud, by the commissioneis, assisted by Mcci Allum 

On the 8th of June I had forwarded to the commissioneis the 
first diaft of the subsidiaiy tieaty, to be concluded between the 
Company and the Rajah of Mysoie Aftei an ample discussion 
with the commissioneis who had communicated the whole 
aiiangement to the Biahmin Pooineah, and conciliated his co- 
opeiation , and aftei the adoption of seveial alteiations, this 
tieaty was executed in the foitiess of Nuzzeibah, near Seringa- 
patam, by the commissioners, and certain pioxies on the pait 
of the young Rajah on the 8th of July, and latificd by me in 
council on the 23rd of July, under the title of the Subsidiary 
Tieaty of Seiingapatam 

In flaming this engagement, it was my deteimination to estab- 
lish the most unqualified community of interests between the 
Government of Mysore and the Company, and to rendei the 
Rajah’s noithein frontier in effect, apowciful line of oui defence 
With this view, I have engaged to undeitake the piotection of 
this country, m consideration of an annual subsidy of seven 
lacs of star pagodas, but lecollecting the inconveniences and 
embaiiassments which have aiisen to all paities concerned 
under the double Governments and conflicting authorities un- 
foitunately established in Oude, the Carnatic, and Tanjoie, I 
resolved to leserve to the Company the most extensive and 
indisputable powers of interposition m the mteinal affairs of 
Mysoie, as well as an unlimited light of assuming the direct 
management of the countiy (whenevei such a step might appeal 
necessaiy foi the security of the funds destined to the subsidy), 
and of requiring extiaoidmary aid beyond the amount of the 
fixed subsidy, either in time of wai, or of preparations for 
hostility 

Under this arrangement I trust that I shall be enabled to 
command the whole resources of the Rajah’s territory, to impiove 
its cultivation, to extend its commerce, and to secure thewelfaie 
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of its inhabitants It appeared to me a moi e candid and liberal, 
as well as a moie wise policy, to apprize the Rajah distinctly, at 
the moment of his accession, of the exact nature of his depend- 
ance on the Company, than to leave any matter for future doubt 
or discussion The right of the Company to establish such an 
arrangement, either as affecting the Rajah or the allies, has 
already been stated in this despatch 

I enteitain a sanguine expectation that the Rajah and his 
ministers being fully appiized of tlje extensive poweis leserved 
to the Company, will cheei fully adopt such regulations as shall 
lender the actual exercise of those poweis unnecessary Much 
indulgence will be required at the commencement of the new 
Government, and it is my intention to abstain from any pressure 
upon the Rajah’s finances, which by embarrassing them, might 
tend to the impoveiishment of the country, and to the distiessof 
the people 

Soon after the enthionement of the Rajah, the Brahmin 
Poorneah was appointed by the commissioneis to be his Highness’ 
Dewan 

The eminent talents and mtegiity of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Close, added to his extiaoidmary skill in the countiy language, 
and his expeiicnce in the manners, customs, and habits of the 
natives of India, induced me to select him for the important 
charge of lesident with the Rajah of Mysoie He was accord- 
ingly appointed to that office immediately after the Subsidiary 
Treaty of Senngapatam had been signed, and the commission 
was then dissolved on the 31 d of July 

Although your Honouiable Couit will perceive in the com- 
mission the names of two peisons, of whose meiits it may be 
difficult foi me to foim an impartial judgment, I feel it to be 
my duty to recommend the conduct of the commissioneis to 
your most public and distinguished appiobation 

The conclusion within one month of two treaties, so extensive 
in their consequences, and complicated m their details, together 
with all the subordinate ariangements connected with this im- 
portant settlement, will appear the most extraordinary effort of 
diligence and ability, when it is remarked, that leference was 
necessarily made to me at Fort St George, in every stage of the 
business It will also be satisfactory to youi Honourable Court 
to obseiwe, that the whole arrangement has been conducted at 
Senngapatam, with a spirit of humanity and liberality, which 
cannot fail to conciliate the good will of the inhabitants of Mysore. 

L 



146 COLONEL WELLESLEY TO COMMAND IN SERINGAPATAM 

The command of Sermgapatam will remain in the hands of 
Colonel Wellesley, it is a trust of great delicacy and importance, 
which it IS my duty to repose in a peison of appioved military 
talents and mtegiity, and to supei intend with peculiai vigilance 
and care 

Although I shall deem it prudent to detain the army in the 
field for a shoit peiiod of time, I have the satisfaction to 
assure your Honourable Court, that far the greatei pait of the 
dominions of Tippoo Sultaun is now in a stale of pci feet 
lianquilhty 

A detachment from the army of Bombay took possession of 
Mangaloie on the 4th of June, and the piovmce of Canara, with 
the exception of the fortiess of Jcmaulabad, appeared disposed 
to submit cheerfully to our authority I have little doubt that 
the commanding officer of Jcmaulabad will soon be induced to 
surrender to the Company’s aims, in any event, however, the 
foit will be reduced without difficult}?- In this confidence, a 
collector has been appointed foi the piovincc of Canara 

The lemamdcr of the teintoiy allotted to the Company in 
Coimbatooi, has passed into our hands without any difficulty, 
and collectors have been appointed for the administration of the 
revenue The fort of Guirumcondah is m the possession of his 
Highness the Nizam, and those of Sera and Chitteldroog aie 
now gariisoned by the British troops Some disturbances have 
taken place in Bidnooi, in which piovmce an adventurei had 
' assembled a banditti, which had distressed the inhabitants of the 
country, a division of the army being now on its progiess to- 
wards Bidnoor, I have every leason to expect that the com- 
motions in that quaiter will speedily be quelled 

Since the fall of Sermgapatam, the conduct of the Mahrattas 
has been of the most conciliatory nature , it would be premature 
at present to enter into any detail on the subject of the nego- 
ciations depending at Poonah , but I have the satisfaction to 
assure your Honourable Couit that no inteiruption to the set- 
tlement of Mysore is likely to pioceed from the Mahrattas 
Whatever may be the secret inclination either of the Peishwa 
or of Scindiah, their mutual weakness and reciprocal jealousy 
are sufficient securities against any danger from that quarter 
The advantages resulting to your interests from the lecent 
settlement of Mysore, are sufficiently obvious, as they appear m 
the preceding parts of this despatch, and m the papers which 
accompany it It may not, howevei, be useless to submit to 
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your Honourable Court, in a connected foim, a general view 
of the whole of this important question, together with the re- 
flections which have aiisen in my mind from an anxious and 
assiduous attention to ever}^ bianch of the subject 

Since the first war with Hyder Ah, the tianquilhty of your 
possessions has been continually menaced by the power of 
Mysore Even in the inteiwals of peace, which have succeeded 
to the several wais in which the Company has been engaged 
with Hyder All and Tippoo Sultaun, your secuiity in the 
Cainatic has ever been piecaiious Duiing the cessation of 
actual hostilities, the designs of the Sovereign of Mysore have 
still continued unifoimly hostile, and his means of executing 
them have always remained consideiable, while the degrees of 
your safety have fluctuated with the state of your military 
establishments and piepaiations, and with the distribution of 
your force 

The baneful effects of this perpetual state of uncertainty and 
solicitude, have been felt not only in the decay of agiiculture, 
and of the arts of peaceful industry on the coast of Coromandel, 
and m the rebellious spiiit of certain descriptions of your subjects 
on that coast, and on the coast of Malabar, but occasionally 
thioughout all India, in the diminution of the British influence 
and consideration at foreign courts, m the using hopes of the 
tuibulent and disaffected, and in the decline of public and private 
Cl edit, shaken by repeated lumours of war, and by the constant 
necessity of guarding against a surprise from the sudden ag- 
giession of an enemy, whom no clemency or moderation could 
conciliate, and no faith could bind 

The reduction of Tippoo Sultaun’s power and resources 
effected by the tieaty of Seringapatam in 1793, had weakened, 
but not extinguished the cause of these complicated evils Soon 
after the conclusion of peace, this cause and its effects appear 
to have recovered a consideiable degree of activity and vigour, 
until in the yeai 1796, the mtiigues and military movements 
of Tippoo Sultaun compelled the Government General to as- 
semble the army on the coast of Coiomandel, and m the Autumn 
of 1797} such appi ehensions weie justly entertained of his de- 
signs and powei, as induced the Government of Fort St George 
to abandon the prosecution of an expedition ably planned, in- 
timately connected with your interests, and which had already 
brought a heavy charge on your finances 

Judicious indeed, and pi evident was the policy which dictated 

L 3 
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the relinquishment of that enteipiise, since subsequent dis- 
coveries and events have manifested the gieat probability, if 
not the absolute certainty, that the depaituie of the large foice 
destined foi Manilla would have pioved a signal to the watchful 
vengeance of Tippoo Sultaun to invade the Cainatic, 01 to attack 
the dominions of the Nizam, even without waiting for succours 
from Fiance, the assistance of which might not, peihaps, have 
appealed to him neccssaiy duiing the absence of so considerable 
a portion of oui aimy. 

But the appiehension of the designs and movements of the 
power of Mysoie had nevei, peihaps, been more anxiously or more 
justly entei tamed, than between the months of June and Sep- 
tembei, 1798 It cannot be denied that dming that period, 
your interests wcie menaced by a combination of the most 
seiious dangers The anxiety and feais hitheito cntei tamed 
with icgaid to the designs of Tippoo Sultaun, weie now con- 
firmed by a certain knowledge of his having actually pro- 
posed to the Fiench pi ejects of the most extensive hostility 
against your possessions in India The alaim, as well as the 
dangei, was consideiably aggravated by the formidable pie- 
parations of the Fiench in the Mcditcirancan, by the apparently 
despeiate state of our alliances in the Deccan by the peculiar 
situation of the Court of Hydeiabad, subjected to the will of 
a powerful French aimy and French faction, by the menacing 
declarations and piobable views of Zemaun Shah, by the dis- 
persed and defective condition of the aimy of Fort St Geoige, 
and above all, by the geneial pei suasion, that an eaily attempt 
to assemble or to move that aimy, would seive only as a provo- 
cation to the enemy to invade and desolate the Carnatic, without 
furnishing the means of lepellmg the invader 

The situation of our allies at this peiiod of geneial despond- 
ency, IS now well known to your Honourable Court It will 
therefore be sufficient in this place to observe, that the degree 
of danger with which the Nizam and the Peishwa were threat- 
ened by the impending storm, exceeded that which menaced 
our possessions m the same pioportion, as the disti actions and 
weakness of the Governments of Poonah and Hydeiabad len- 
dered them less able than the Company to counteract the 
machinations or to repel the assault of the enemy It is true, 
that Tippoo Sultaun’s views against the Couits of Poonah and 
Hyderabad, were ostensibly limited to the recovery of the 
cessions made by him to those poweis m 1792 But it cannot 
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be doubted, that his ambition and rapacity would have aug- 
mented with the pi ogress of his victories, and his revenge was 
not of a temper to be mitigated by success. 

Youi Honouiable Couit is apprised of the changes which 
successively and rapidly took place in the condition of our 
alliances and of our aimy, substituting at Hydeiabad in place 
of a Fiench faction and a Fiench aimy, British influence and 
a considerable British foice, and pioducing ultimately the happy 
restoiation of confidence and eneigy among your servants at 
Fort St Geoige It is theiefore unnecessaiy to dwell on that 
part of the subject, but it maybe expedient to advert to the 
state of the geneial expectations at different peiiods of time 
pievious to the war, and to compare our actual situation with 
those expectations, as w^ell as with our position in the month of 
June, 1798 

At that time, even the most sanguine dispositions, and those 
least affected by the prevalent panic, would probably have been 
content to have detached Tippoo Sultaun fiom his alliance with 
the French nation , 111 the hope that, without the aid of a French 
foice, he w^ould not attempt to distuib the tranquillity of the 
Carnatic 

Even at a later peiiod, when the subversion of the Fiench 
party at Hydeiabad, the restoration of the Nizam to the con- 
dition of an efficient ally, and the advanced state of our mili- 
tary pieparations had inspired a general spirit of confidence 
and zeal, the most confident and zealous would have deemed 
the issue of the approaching contest piosperous as well 
as honourable, if it had effected a consideiable reduction of 
the pow’^er and resources of Tippoo Sultaun, and had obtained 
a reasonable indemnity for the expenses of the allies 

The entire destruction of Tippoo Sultaun’s power, or the 
absolute transfer of his lesouices to any hand, less mimical or 
less violent, would have been deemed a glorious teimmation 
even of a long and expensive contest 

But the success of your arms in the short period of the late 
campaign has not meiely excluded the Fiench from Mysore, 
piovided an ample indemnity to you and 5'-our ally for the 
charges of the war, destroyed the hostile power of Tippoo 
Sultaun, and effectually piecluded its revival, but has tians- 
ferred the sword of your implacable enemy into your own 
hands, and turned to your use the mam springs of his wealth 
and strength 
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By the partition treaty of Mysoie you have acquired an aug- 
mentation of diiect teriitoiial revenue to the annual amount 
of about star pagodas 6 47,641,10, steilingy By the 

subsidiary treaty of Seiingapatam, you have secured an annual 
subsidy of star pagodas 7,00,000, 280,000 steihng), making 

together, with youi new teiritoiial revenue, the sum of star 
pagodas 13,47,641,10, (;^ 539,056 steihng), and leaving (after 
deducting the provision allotted for the families of Hyder Ah 
Khan and Tippoo Sultaun) an annual inciease of your funds 
111 this quarter of India, equal to stai pagodas 11,47,641,10, 
(;^459 ,o 56 sterling) But a leasonable expectation is entertained, 
that the teintoiy acquiied by the Company, undei the treaty 
of Mysore, will yield, in the course of a few years, a sum not 
less than, star pagodas 14,78,698, (;!^59i,479 sterling) If such 
an advance m the nominal levenue of the acquired districts 
should actually be realized, the positive augmentation of youi 
available annual lesouices, in consequence of the late settlement 
of Mysoie, will amount neaily to 20 lacs of star pagodas, 
(;ir 800,000 sterling) But in estimating the increase of your 
annual available lesouices since the month of June i79^^ the 
augmentation which took place in the subsidy payable by the 
Nizam, IS not to be omitted By the tieaty of Hyderabad, 
concluded on the hist of September 1798, the annual subsidy 
was augmented from Aicot rupees 6,44,556, to Arcot lupees 
24,173100, making an increase annually of Arcot rupees 1 7,72,544, 
or star pagodas 5,64,982, (,^225,992 sterling) Thus, the total 
augmentation of your available annual lesources since June 179^3 
in this quarter of your possessions, amounts actually to, star 
pagodas 17,12,623, (;2r685,048 steihng), and, if the increased 
levenue of the newly-acquiied territoiy should be leahzed, (ac- 
coiding to just expectation), it will amount to star pagodas 
253433680 (;^ 1,01 7 472 sterling) 

Against these acquisitions must be placed the expense of 
whatever additions it may be found necessary to make to youi 
military force, either in consequence of the extension of your 
teriitoiy, or of the subsidiary engagements \vhich have been 
contracted with the Nizam and with the Rajah of Mysore 

The subsidiary force at Hyderabad must be consideied as 
a part of your efficient strength prepared for your service on 
any emeigency, and ready to aid you in any future war, as 


^ Calculating the star pagoda at 
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it has aided you m the last It does not appear to me probable 
that It will be necessary to make any consideiable addition 
to the mihtaiy establishment of Fort St George, m consequence 
of the tieaty of Hydeiabad, noi do I apprehend that the re- 
quisite increase of that establishment, and of the aimy of 
Bombay, m consequence of the two treaties annexed to this 
despatch, will beai any proportion to the inciease of your 
levenue and lesouices For it must nevei be foigotten that, 
while your teiritoiy has been extended, your frontier has been 
contracted and strengthened, youi piincipal enemy utterly 
destioyed, and an ally, and dependant of the Company, sub- 
stituted on his throne 

I do not yet possess the means of stating with sufficient 
accuiacy to your honourable Couit, either the amount of the 
charges incurred m conseqxience of the vaiious measuies of 
piepaiation and precaution, which became necessaiy on the 
discovery of Tippoo Sultaun’s hostile designs in June 1798, or 
the amount of the expense which is to be placed to the account 
of the opciations of the late war The accumulated charges 
both of oui prepaiations and of the war must be considerable, 
but whenever a statement of the expenses of the late war can 
be submitted to youi honouiable Court, your wisdom and 
justice will necessaiily distinguish the charges incurred for the 
puipose of assembling an effective army in the field, from those 
actually belonging to the operations of your armies in Mysore, 
and to the siege of Seringapatam 

From the moment that Tippoo’s negotiations had transpired, 
it became an indispensable duty to place the Carnatic in a 
postuie of complete defence The experience of formei wars 
with Mysoie, the natuie of the fiontier of the Cainatic, exposed 
m various points by its almost innumeiable passes to the in- 
cursion of the enemy, the actual state of affairs in India and 
in Europe, all concuiied to convince me, that the only lational 
system of defence against Tippoo Sultaun was to assemble your 
armies on the coasts of Coromandel and Malabar, m such foice, 
in such a state of equipment, and in such a position, as should 
excite m the mind of the Sultaun a just alarm for the safety of 
his capital , no other plan was calculated to secure the Carnatic 
against the ravages of his numeious cavalry, because no other 
plan would have compelled him to concentiate his foices within 
his own teriitories, foi the defence of the vital point of his em- 
pire. His capital was not only the object of his pride, but the 
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centie of liis power, it was his strongest fortification, the prin- 
cipal granaiy of his aimy, his only arsenal, the lepository of his 
treasure, and the piison of the legitimate claimant of his throne, 
as well as of the families of all his great chieftains , whose 
obedience he secured, by letainmg the objects of then reverence 
and affection within the walls of the fortress of Seringapatam 
On the pi eseiwation of that fortress, therefore, depended the fate 
of his kingdom, and (although I did not neglect any piacticable 
precaution against a contiaiy couise of events) my judgment 
was always decided, that he would never abandon the defence of 
Seringapatam, but with his life 

The success of the 'plan (founded on this opinion) fully 
answered its piimaiy purpose; since no part of the Sultaun’s 
foice ventured to enter the Company’s possessions in the Car- 
natic during the late hostilities It also fully answered the 
secondary puipose of enabling your armies (when our pacific 
negotiations had failed) to act offensively with piomptitude, 
vigour, and effect 

Neithei the expense of the magazines of grain and other stores 
on either coast, noi of the batteiing tram, with its equipment of 
cattle, ought theiefoie to be chaiged to the account of the war , 
for eveiy expense incuried previous to the 3rd of Febiuary 1799 
(the day on which Lieutenant-General Hams leceived ordeis to 
march) must, and would have been mcuired, if no war had taken 
place , and ought to be charged to the account of the indis- 
pensable defence of youi possessions, accoiding to the only plan, 
which could provide effectually for that object. 

The expenses of moving the battering tram to Seringapatam, 
as well as of maintaining the army in Mysore, cannot have much 
'exceeded the charges which must have been continued if the 
whole had lemained within your frontier, and when it is con- 
sidei ed that, if the army, with the battering train, had not moved 
to Seringapatam, the expensive, but necessary, system of defence 
already explained, must have been protracted until all dangers 
from Tippoo Sultaun’s connection with the French should have 
been aveited , your honourable Court will probably sanction my 
decided opinion, that the rapid movement of the Biitish forces 
towaids the scene of then certain triumph, was not only the 
most effectual, but the most economical measure which could 
have been adopted, to frustrate the views of the enemy, and to 
secure the tranquillity of your possessions 

For on the one hand, no prospect appeared of any practicable 
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1 eduction in the expense of a defensive system, duimg the con- 
tinuance of the war between Gieat Britain and France, while 
every hour of delay in the movement of our army afforded to 
Tippoo Sultaun the means of increasing his stiength, of receiving 
succouis from the Fiench, and consequently of aggiavatmg to 
the Company, both the expense and hazard of the impending 
contest 

On the other hand, the state of our aimy, the airangements 
which had been made for its equipment and supply m every de- 
paitment, and the period of the season, left no doubt that the 
great object of the war would be attained in one short campaign. 
Nor did this calculation prove to have been in any degiee san- 
guine ; for although an alarm of a deficiency of giain prevailed m 
the aimy before Seringapatam on the i6th of April, it appeared 
soon after upon an accurate examination, that at that time (ex- 
clusive of the immense depdt established m the distiict of Coorga) 
a quantity of giain lemamed in camp sufficient to maintain the 
whole of the fighting men of the aimy, at half allowance, until 
the 20th of May , and on the 13th of that month, Major-General 
Floyd returned to Seringapatam with the large supplies, which 
had been forwarded from the Carnatic, under the care of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Read and Brown It may also be useful to re- 
mark in this place, that if any accident had protracted the opera- 
tions of the siege beyond the 4th of May, ample time would 
still have remained for the reduction of the place previous to the 
rising of the Cauveri ; since the four eldest sons of Tippoo 
Sultaun, with an escort of 1500 men, and a considerable tram of 
attendants, crossed that river on the i8th of June, on which day 
the water was nearly as low as on the day of the assault 

Reviewing all these circumstances, your honourable Court will 
hereafter compare the expense incurred by the movement of the 
aimy to Seiingapatam, with the probable charges of any other 
practicable plan of policy, or of military operation , in any view 
of the subject it will probably appear, that the increase of your 
revenue and pecuniary resouices obtained by the issue of the war, 
far overbalances the combined expense of the preparations for 
your defence, and of the operations of the late campaign 

But m addition to this positive indemnification for your ex- 
penses, your honourable Court will also consider the augmenta- 
tion of your commercial and military resources arising from the 
conquest of Mysore. 

Hitherto, all traffic between your subjects or dependants and 
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those of the late Sultaun has been nearly piohibited, by the re- 
stiaints to which his hatred of the Biitish Nation, or his ignoi- 
ance and piejudice had subjected the communication with your 
possessions These restiaints being removed, and every proper 
encouragement to commercial intercourse being substituted in 
their place, it may leasonably be expected that the neighbouring, 
and now united countiies of the Cainatic and Mysore, will mutu- 
ally consume a considerable portion of then lespective pi educ- 
tions and manufactures , and that even a proportion of Biitish 
commodities will soon find a maiket in Mysoie My information 
with legal d to the articles pi educed, manufactuied, oi consumed, 
in the countries acquiied by the Company, and by the Rajah of 
Mysoie, is at present too impeifect to enable me to foim any 
accuiate calculation of the imports fiom the coast of Malabar to 
Euiope , but It appears piobable, that youi investment m the 
aiticle of peppei may soon be augmented to any extent, vhich 
you may deem advisable 

Youi military resouices may be consideied to have leceived a 
gieat augmentation, not only from the additional supplies of 
grain, piovisions and cattle, which youi connection with Mysoie 
places at youi disposal, but fiom the new channels, which it 
opens foi lecruiting the native foice, both of the Piesidencies of 
Fort St George and Bombay, undei this head may also be con- 
sideied the superiority of the climate of Mysoie, to any in this 
quartei of India, and the means which it affords of piesemng the 
health and consequent efficiency of Euiopean tioops 

Highly as I estimate these immediate and diiect advantages 
of levenue, and of commercial and mihtaiy resources, I consider 
the recent settlement of Mysore to be equally important to youi 
interests, in its tendency to increase your political consideiation 
and influence among the native poweis of India, together \\ith 
youi means of maintaining internal tianquilhty and older among 
your subjects and dependants, and of defending youi possessions 
against any enemy, eithei Asiatic, or European 

These are principles of substantial and durable security, the 
operation of which must be felt thioughout every pait of your 
possessions, and in eveiy branch of your affairs both in India and 
Europe 

The balance which it was the policy of the tieaty of Seringa- 
patam in 179^} to establish between the native poweis of India, 
was soon deianged by the course of events , our influence in the 
general scale proved insufficient, not only to maintain peace 
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between our allies, but to check eithei the rapid decline of their 
respective resources and stiength, or the growing ascendancy of 
the Flench faction at Hyderabad, or the systematic machinations 
of Tippoo Sultaun Expeiience has manifested that the powei 
preserved to that infatuated and restless Piince, must always 
have been thrown into the scale opposed to our interests, and 
that m no possible combination or conflict of the vieivs of the 
courts of Poonah, and Hydeiabad, could the interposition or 
neutiahty of Tippoo Sultaun become favourable to our secuiity 
If he menaced wai, 01 sought alliance with eithei, 01 with both 
those states, his uniform object was our disturbance If he 
remained neuter either in their dissentions 01 union, it was 
in ordei to preseiwe his own strength unimpaiied and unem- 
baiassed for that contest with ouis, which foimed the favourite 
scope of all his views In no case, has his powei been bi ought 
into action, 01 remained at lest, without a hostile design, and an 
injurious effect upon our influence and consideiation The 
balance is now m oui own hands, we now possess the irresistible 
power either of concentrating the most efficient pait of the 
resouices of Mysore in one mass, for our single defence against 
any possible combination , oi of throwing the same w'^eight into 
that scale, which shall appeal to require such an aid for the pre- 
servation of the general tianquillity, on the solid basis of modera- 
tion and justice. 

If the Nizam or the Mahrattas, notwithstanding their real 
interest in maintaining the new oidei of things, should harbour a 
disposition to distuib it, oui means of defence, as well as of offence 
with icgaid to both those states, are become so poweiful, as well 
from the advancement and stiength of our fiontier, as fiom the 
other 1 dative consideiations already stated m this despatch, that 
the internal union of all the divided feudatory chiefs of the Mah- 
ratta Empire, or even a confederacy between the Peishwa and the 
Nizam, could no longer be foimidable to youi possessions, and 
your honourable Couit is apprized, that the fiist of these events 
is highly improbable, and the lattei nearly impossible — on the 
other hand, it is evident that, having annihilated the power of 
Tippoo, no injury can result to us from the interminable feuds of 
the Mahratta Empire, or from the mutual jealousy of the Peishwa 
and the Nizam 

The connexion between the Nizam and the French is entirely 
dissolved, under circumstances which, I trust, will rendei its re- 
newal impiacticable, at least, foi many years 
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It IS certainly true, that an alliance between the Mahrattas and 
the French, might piovc highly injurious to the Biitish powei m 
India , but it is well known, that whatevei may be the disposi- 
tion of the Main attas towards us, it would lequire a most violent 
excicise of injustice and oppiession, on our part to dispose the 
suspicious and cautious councils of the Couit of Poonah, to favour 
the piogiess of a Fiench foice m India 

But, although we have nothing to appichcnd fiom the Nizam, 
oi from the Main attas, dangei may still peihaps be apprehended 
from an invasion of Oude by Zemaun Shah I am not disposed 
to undei value this danger, but I am satisfied that it is less for- 
midable now, than it has been at any formei time The loss of 
such an ally as Tippoo Sultaun, must materially affect the hopes 
of Zemaun Shah , and it is obvious, that although he should 
peisist m Ins thicatened invasion, our means of repelling it are 
greatly increased , since the aimy of Foit St George, in a case of 
exigency, might now co-opciate against Zemaun Shah with that 
of Bengal Even during the late alaim of invasion from Zemaun 
Shah, (although war with Tippoo Sultaun was apprehended, 
and 3000 native volunteeis with a considerable force of artillery, 
had been detached to the coast of Coiomandcl) we still weie 
able to maintain an aimy of at least 20,000 men, on the frontier 
of Oude 

The intiigues of Tippoo Sultaun among the Rajahs inhabiting 
the coast of Malabai, among the Pohgais in the Carnatic, and 
among evciy othci description of your disaffected or refiactoiy 
subjects, were the souices of continual commotion within your 
teiritoiies, while the vicinity of the hostile frontiei of Mysore, 
offeied lefuge and impunity to eveiy offender against your autho- 
rity, and to eveiy disturbei of the public peace. It may leason- 
ably be expected, that the establishment of youi influence in 
Mysoie, will operate as a powerful check on the spiiit of disorder 
in your own possessions, and by removing the causes of internal 
weakness, will enable you to oppose every foreign attack with 
greater confidence and vigor 

With regard to any danger from the designs of France, it is 
evident that the probability of her making any effort to disturb 
the tranquillity of India, will be greatly diminished from the mo- 
ment that the intelligence of Tippoo Sultaun’s fate shall reach 
Europe Perhaps it is not too sanguine a view of our situation, 
to consider the annihilation of the only native ally of Fiance in 
India, as the final ruin of all her ambitious and vindictive pro- 
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jects against this gieat source of the wealth and power of Great 
Biitain The aid and co-opeiation of some native State must 
always be indispensably necessaiy to any European foice, m 
attempting a seiious impiession on your possessions m India , 
without such aid, it seems impossible that any European army 
should be able to advance from the sea-coast, 01 even to maintain 
itself wheiever it might land If, however, contrary to every 
reasonable expectation, France should still persist m her projects 
against the peace of India, she will have to contend unsupported 
by the aims, and (what is of more impoitance) by the resources 
of any Indian ally, with a British aimy, animated by recent suc- 
cess unembaiiassed either by any native enemy m Mysore, or by 
an)^ French faction at Hydeiabad, and free to act on any point 
which France might ventuie to assail 

Such appear to me to be the consequences of the late settle- 
ment, as they relate more immediately to the inteiests of the 
Honourable Company, but it will be pioper to consider them 
also as they affect oui allies 

Although the advantages offered to the Peishwa by the treaty 
of Mysore, may not be calculated to satisfy the lapacious cha- 
lacter of the Mahratta State, it is leasonable to suppose, that 
under all the circumstances of the case, they will be received as 
a distinguished testimony of our amicable disposition towaids 
the Court of Poonah , and that they will tend to appease its 
characteristic jealousy, if not to conciliate its cordial attachment 

The establishment of an Hindoo State in Mysoie, with the re- 
stoiation of the temples and endowments of that religion, must 
be grateful to the Government of Poonah, independently of the 
advantages arising from the substitution of a power of the same 
religion, and of pacific views, in the place of an odious Mahom- 
medan usuipation, scarcely less hostile to the Mahratta than to 
the British nation 

With regard to the Nizam, his ambition would also have been 
more giatified with an ariangement, which should have thrown 
into his hands a largei share of territory and powei , and the 
distribution of the property captured at Seringapatam, among 
the British troops and those of his Highness, disappointed his 
private expectations of appiopriatmg a large portion of that pro- 
perty to his own use The solid and permanent benefits however, 
which have resulted to his Highness from the recent improve- 
ment of his connection with the Company, and particularly from 
the new settlement of Mysore, are so obvious and considerable, 
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that they may reasonably be expected to overbalance any tem- 
poiary disappointment of his avarice 01 ambition The existence 
of his till one was saved by the destiuction of the French party 
at Hyderabad, m October, 1798 The foimidable powei of 
Tippoo Sultaun, which perpetually menaced his Flighness’s 
possessions, and filled his Couit and dominions with intrigues 
and treason, has been annihilated, and a friendly and allied state 
established m Mysoie His Highness has received a large in- 
ciease of teriitory, revenue, and powei , together with seveial 
important foi tresses tending gieatly to secuie the tranquillity of 
his dominions His expenses m the war have been inconsidei- 
able , and if a compaiison were to be instituted of the advan- 
tages accruing to him, and to the Company from the whole 
aiiangement, those obtained by his Highness would probably be 
found to prepondeiate , for, the danger from which he has been 
delivered was even moie imminent than that which menaced the 
Company’s possessions , and while his expenses have borne no 
piopoition to ouis, he has attained equal benefits both of indem- 
nification and security The collateral benefits derivable by the 
Company from its connexion with the Rajah of Mysoie, will 
necessaiily extend to the Nizam, and be scarcely less felt by 
him than by us, while he shall remain faithful to his alliance 
with the Company, and the advantages which his Highness 
would receive from the pioposed mediation of the Company be- 
tween him and the Mahratta empire, are highly estimated by all 
those who undei stand the interests of the Court of Hyderabad 
If that mediation should fail, his Highness will receive an in- 
crease of teiiitor)^ beyond the amount of the proportion acquired 
by the Company, m the general partition , I have the satisfac- 
tion to know, that although his Highness s extravagant expecta- 
tions have not been gratified to the full extent, his most able 
and experienced counsellors are fully sensible of the extensive 
and solid benefits acquired by his Highness, under the general 
operation of the late treaties I am, therefore, persuaded, that 
his Highness’s just sense of the permanent interests of his state, 
will command his toidial co-opeiation m the maintenance of the 
new settlement 

The interests of the Rajah of Mysoie, being identified with 
those of the Company, and the safety, prosperity, and honor of 
the Peishwa, and of the Nizam, being amply secured by the 
treaties of Hyderabad and Mysore, and by the subsidiary treaty 
of Seiingapatam , I entertain a confident expectation, that the 
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recent settlement of tlic dominions of Tippoo Sultaun will 
prove not less duiable, than I tiust, it will be found equitable m 
its fundamental principles, beneficial in its geneial operation, 
and conformable m eveiy point of view, to the libeial chaiacter 
of the English East India Company, and to the just and 
modeiate policy presciibed by parliament, for the Govern- 
ment of the Biitish empire in the Ea'^t 

I am, &c 

MORNINGTON 

26 Subsidiary Treaty of Sermgapatam 

A Treaty of Pci pctual Fi icndship and Alliance, concluded on the 
one part by Ins Excellency Licntenant-Gcnei al George Harris, 
Conimandcr-m- Chief of the forces of his Britannic Majesty, and 
of the English East India Company Bahandnr in the Carnatic 
and on the Coast of Malabar, the Honourable Colonel Arthur 
Wellesley, the Honomable Heniy Wellesley, Lieutenant-Colonel 
William Kii kpatrick, and Lieutenant-Colonel Barry Close, on 
Inhalf and in the name of the Right Honomable Richaid Earl 
of M 01 nington, KP Govei no) -General for all affans, Civil 
and Mihtaiy. of the Bi itish Nation in India, by viituc of full 
potvcis vested in them for this pm pose by the said Richaid Eail 
of M 01 nington, Govcrnor-Gcnei al , and on the other part by 
Maha Raja Mysoic Kistna Rajah Oodiavci Bahaudur, Rajah 
of My SOI c 

Wheieas it is stipulated in the Treat}^ concluded on the 22nd 
June, 1799 between the Honourable English East India Com- 
pany Bahaudur, and the Nabob Nizam ud Dowlah Asoph Jah 
Bahaudur, for stiengthening the alliance and friendship sub- 
sisting between the said English East India Company Bahaudur, 
his Highness Nizam ud Dowlah Asoph Jah Bahaudur, and the 
Peishwa Row Pundit Puidhaun Bahaudui , and for effecting a 
settlement of the territoiics of the late Tippoo Sultaun, that a 
sepal ate government shall be established m Mysore, and that 
his' Highness Maha Rajah Mysoie Kistna Rajah Oodiaver 
Bahaudur shall possess certain tciiitories specified m Schedule 
C, annexed to the said Tieaty, and that for the effectual estab- 
lishment of the government of Mysore, his Highness shall be 
assisted Avith a suitable subsidiaiy foice, to be furnished by the 
English East India Company Bahaudur 

Wherefore, m order to cany the said stipulations into effect, 
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and to increase and strengthen the fiiendship subsisting between 
the said English East India Company and the said Maha Rajah 
Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur, this tieaty is con- 
cluded by Lieutenant-General George Harris, Commander-in- 
Chief of the foices of His Biitannic Majesty, and of the said 
English East India Company Bahaudur m the Cainatic, and on 
the Coast of Malabai , the Honouiable Colonel Arthur Welles- 
ley, the Honouiable Henry Wellesley, Lieutenant-Colonel W 
Kiikpatiick, and Lieutenant-Colonel Barry Close, on the part, 
and 111 the name, of the Right Honouiable Richaid Eail of 
Mormngton, Goveinoi-Geneial afoiesaid, and by his Highness 
Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudui, which 
shall be binding upon the contracting parties as long as the sun 
and moon shall enduie 

Aj tide ist — The fi lends and enemies of either of the conti acting 
paities shall be considered as the friends and enemies of both 

Article <ind — The Honourable the East India Company 
Bahaudur agiees to maintain, and his Highness Maha Rajah 
Mysoie Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudui agiees to receive, 
a military foice for the defence and secuiity of his Highness’s 
dominions In consideiation of which protection his Highness 
engages to pay the annual sum of seven lacs of star pagodas to 
the said East India Company The said sum to be paid in 
twelve equal monthly instalments, his Highness further agiees, 
that the disposal of the said sum, together Avith the airangement 
and employment of the troops to be maintained by it, shall be 
left entirely to the Company. 

Aiticle '^1 d — If It shall be necessary for the protection and 
defence of the teiritoiies of the conti acting paities, or of eithei 
of them, that hostilities shall be undertaken, or preparations 
made for commencing hostilities against any state or power, his 
said Highness Maha Rajah Mysoie Kistna Rajah Oodiaver 
Bahaudur agrees to contribute towards the discharge of the 
increased expense mcuried by the augmentation of the military 
force, and the unavoidable charges of war, such a sum as shall 
appear to the Governor-General in Council of Fort William, on 
an attentive consideration of the means of his said Highness, to 
bear a just and reasonable proportion to the actual net levenues 
of his said Highness 

Article A^th — ^And whereas it is indispensably necessary that 
effectual and lasting security should be provided against any 
failure in the funds destined to defiay either the expense of 
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maintaining the permanent military foice in time of peace, or 
the extiaordinar}^ expense described in the 31 d article of the 
piesent treaty, it is hereby stipulated and agieed between the 
contiacting parties, that whenever the Goveinoi-Geneial in 
Council of Foit William in Bengal shall have reason to appre- 
hend such failuic in the funds so destined, the said Governor- 
General in Council shall be at libeity, and shall have full powei 
and light either to mtioduce such regulations and ordinances as 
he shall deem expedient for the internal management and col- 
lection of the levenues, 01 for the better ordering of any other 
blanch and department of the government of Mysoie, or to 
assume and bring undei the direct management of the seiwants 
of the said Company Bahaudur, such part or parts of the 
territorial possessions of his Highness Maha Rajah Mysore 
Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudui as shall appeal to him, the 
said Governor-Geneial in Council, necessary to lender the said 
funds efficient and available either in time of peace or war 

Aihcle — And it is heicby fuithcr agreed, that whenever 

the said Governoi-Geneial m Council shall signify to the said 
Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur that it 
is become necessar}’- to carry into effect the provisions of the 
4th Article, his said Highness Maha Raja, Mysore Kistna Rajah 
Oodiaver Bahaudur shall immediately issue oiders to his 
Aumils, or other officeis, either for carrying into effect the sa d 
legulations accoiding to the tenoi of the 4th Article, or for 
placing the teiiitories requiied under the exclusive authority 
and contioul of the English Company Bahaudur, and in case 
his Highness shall not issue such orders within ten days from 
the time when the application shall have been formally made to 
him, then the said Governor-General in Council shall be at 
liberty to issue orders by his own authority, eithei for cariying 
into effect the said icgulations and ordinances, or for assuming 
the management and collection of the revenues of the said 
territories, as he shall judge most expedient for the purpose of 
securing the efficiency of the said mihtaiy funds, and of pio- 
viding foi the effectual protection of the country, and welfare of 
the people , provided always, that whenever and so long as any 
part or parts of his said Highness’s teriitoiies shall be placed, 
and shall lemain under the exclusive authoiity and controul of 
the said East India Company, the Goveinor-Gcneral in Council 
shall render his Highness a true and faithful account of the 
levenues and produce of the teiritoiies so assumed, piovided 

M 
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also that in no case whatever shall his Highness’s actual receipt 
or annual income arising out of his territorial revenues, be less 
than the sum of one lac of star pagodas , together with one-fifth 
of the net revenues of the whole of the territories ceded to him 
by the 5th Article of the treaty of Mysore, which sum of one 
lac of stai pagodas, together with the amount of one-fifth of the 
said net revenues, the East India Company engages at all times, 
and 111 every possible case, to secure and cause to be paid for 
his Highness’s use 

Article 6 th — His Highness Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah 
Oodiaver Bahaudur engages, that he will be guided by a sincere 
and cordial attention to the lelations of peace and amity now 
established between the English Company Bahaudur and their 
allies , and that he will carefully abstain from any interference 
m the affairs of any state in alliance with the said English Com- 
pany Bahaudur, 01 of any state whatever , and for securing the 
object of this stipulation it is further stipulated and agreed, that 
no communication or correspondence with any foreign state 
whatever shall be holden by his said Highness without the pre- 
vious knowledge and sanction of the said English Company 
Bahaudur 

Article ^th — His Highness stipulates and agrees, that he will 
not admit any European foreigners into his service without the 
concuirence of the English Company Bahaudur, and that he 
will appiehend and deliver up to the Company’s Government 
all Europeans of whatever description who shall be found within 
the territories of his said Highness, without regular passports 
fiom the Company’s Government, it being his Highness’s detei- 
mmed resolution not to suffer, even for a day, any European 
foreigners to remain within the territories now subjected to his 
authority, unless by consent of the said Company 

Article %th — ^Whereas the complete piotection of His High- 
ness’s said teiiitories requires that vaiious foi tresses and strong 
places, situated within the territories of his Highness, should be 
garrisoned and commanded, as well m time of peace as of war, 
by British troops and officers , His Highness Maha Raja, Mysore 
Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur engages that the said English 
Company Bahaudur shall at all times be at liberty to garrison, 
m whatever manner they may judge proper all such fortresses 
and strong places within his said Highness’s territories as it shall 
appear to them advisable to take charge of 

Article ^th — And whereas in consequence of the system of 
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defence which it may be expedient to adopt for the security of 
the territorial possessions of his Highness Maha Rajah Mysore 
Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur, it may be necessary that 
ceitain foits and strong places within his Highness’s territories 
shall be dismantled or destroyed, and that othei forts and strong 
places should be strengthened and lepaired , it is stipulated and 
agieed, that the English East India Company Bahaudur, should 
be the sole judges of the necessity of any such alterations m the 
said fortiesses, and it is fuither agieed, that such expenses as 
may be mcuried on this account shall be borne and defrayed in 
equal propoitions by the conti acting parties 

Article lot/i — In case it shall become necessary foi enfoicing 
and maintaining the authority and government of his Highness 
in the teiiitories now subjected to his power that the legular 
tioops of the English East India Company Bahaudur should 
be employed, it is stipulated and agreed, that upon formal 
application being made for the service of the said troops, they 
shall be employed m such mannei as to the said Company shall 
seem fit , but it is expressly undei stood by the contracting 
parties that this stipulation shall not subject the troops of the 
English East India Company Bahaudur to be employed in the 
ordinary transactions of revenue 

Article nth — It being expedient for the restoration and 
permanent establishment of tranquillity in the terntoiies now 
subjected to the authority of his Highness Maha Raja, Mysore 
Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur, that suitable piovision should 
be made for certain officers of rank m the service of the late 
Tippoo Sultaun, his said Highness agiees to enter into the 
immediate discussion of this point, and to fix the amount of the 
funds (as soon as the necessary information can be obtained) to 
be granted for this purpose in a separate article to be hereafter 
added to this treaty 

Article 11th — Lest the garrison of Seringapatam should at 
any time be subject to inconvenience from the high puce of 
provisions and other necessaiies, his Highness Maha Rajah 
Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur agrees that such 
quantities of provisions and other necessaiies as maybe required 
for the use and consumption of the troops composing the said 
gaiiison, shall be allowed to entei the place from all and every 
part of his dominions free of any duty, tax, or impediment 
whatever 

Article io,th . — The conti acting parties hereby agiee to take 

M a 
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into their early consideiation the best means of establishing such 
a commeicial intei course between their respective dominions 
as shall be mutually beneficial to the subjects of both govern- 
ments, and to conclude a commeicial treaty for this purpose 
with as little delay as possible. 

Article lAftJi — His Highness Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna 
Rajah Oodiavei Bahaudur hereby piomises to pay at all times 
the utmost attention to such advice as the Company’s Govern- 
ment shall occasionally judge it necessaiy to offer to him, with a 
view to the economy of his finances, the better collection of his 
revenues, the administration of justice, the extension of com- 
merce, the cncouiagement of trade, agiiculture, and industry, or 
any other objects connected with the advancement of his High- 
ness’s interests, the happiness of his people, and the mutual 
welfare of both states 

Article i^t/i — Whcieas it may heieafter appear that some 
of the districts dcclaied by the tieaty of Mysore to belong 
respectively to the English Company Bahaudur, and to his 
Highness, are inconveniently situated with a view to the proper 
connection of then lespcctive lines of frontier, it is hereby stipu- 
lated between the contracting parties that in all such cases they 
will proceed to such an adjustment, by means of exchange or 
otherwise, as shall be best suited to the occasion 

Aihcle 16th — This treaty, consisting of sixteen articles, being 
this day, the 8th of July, A D 1799 (corresponding to the 3rd 
of Suffer, anno Hegere 1214, and to the 7th of the month Assar 
of the I22ist year of the Salluwunt sera), settled and concluded 
at the Foit of Nuzzabar, near Seringapatam, by his Excellency 
Lieutenant-General George Harris, Commander-m-Chief of the 
forces of his Britannic Majesty, and of the Honourable Company 
in the Carnatic, and on the Coast of Malabar, the Honourable 
Colonel Arthur Wellesley, the Honourable Henry Wellesley, 
Lieut -Colonel William Kirkpatrick, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barry Close, with the Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah 
Oodiaver Bahaudur, the aforesaid gentlemen have delivered to 
the said Maha Rajah one copy of the same in English and 
Persian, sealed and signed by them, and his Highness the 
Maha Rajah has delivered to the gentlemen aforesaid another 
copy, also m Peisian and English, bearing his seal, and signed 
by Luchuma, widow of the late Kistna Rajah, and sealed and 
signed by Purneah, Dewan of the Maha Rajah Kistna Rajah 
Oodiaver, and the afoiesaid gentlemen have engaged to pro- 
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cure and deliver to the said Maha Rajah, without delay, a copy 
of the same, under the seal and signature of the Right Honour- 
able the Governor-General, on the receipt of which by the said 
Maha Rajah, the present treaty shall be deemed complete and 
binding on the Honourable the English East India Company 
Bahaudur, and on the Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah 
Oodiaver Bahaudur respectively, and the copy of it now de- 
livered to the said Maha Rajah be leturned 

Ratified at Fort St George, by the Right Honourable 
the Governor- General in Council, on the 13th day of 
July, AD T799 


II. THE NIZAM 

27 . Treaty of Hyderabad. 

An enlarged perpettcal snbstdtary treaty between the Honotirable 
United English East India Company and his Highness the 
Nawanb^ Nisam ul Mulk A soph Jah Behadni\ Subadar of the 
Deccan^ his children^ heirs, and successors, settled by Captain 
James Achilles Kiikpatrick, by virtue of the powers delegated to 
him by the Right Honourable Richaid Earl of Mornington, 
Knight of the most illnstrious order of St. Patmck, one of his 
Britannic Majestfs most Honourable Privy Council, Governor 
Genei-al in Council, appointed by the Honourable the Court of 
Dii'cctors of the said Honourable Company, to direct and control 
all their affairs in the East Indies 

Whereas his Highness Nizam ul Mulk Asoph Jah Behadur, 
has from the gieatness of existing friendship, expiessed a desire 
for an increase of the detachment of the Honourable Company’s 
troops at present serving his Highness, the Right Honouiable 
the Earl of Mornington, Governor General, has taken the 
proposals to that effect into his most serious consideration, 
and the present juncture of affairs, and the recent hostile con- 
duct and evil designs of Tippoo Sultaun (as fully evinced by 
his sending ambassadors to the Isle of France , by his pio- 
posing to enter into a treaty offensive and defensive with the 
French Republic against the English nation , and by actually 
receiving a body of French troops into his dominions and im- 
mediate pay), rendering it indispensably necessaiy that effectual 
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measures for the mutual defence of their icspectivc possessions, 
should be immediately taken by the three allied powers, united 
m a defensive league against the afoiesaid Tippoo Sultaun, the 
aforesaid Governoi General has, in consequence, empowered 
Captain Janies Achilles Kiikpatiick, Acting Resident at the 
court of his Highness the Nizam, to cntci in behalf of the 
lionouiable United English East India Company, into certain 
engagements with his Highness Nizam ul Mulk Asoph Jah 
Behadui, for a pcimanent increase of the Honouiable Company’s 
tioops in his Highness’s pay, in the piopoition and on the con- 
ditions specified in the following ai tides, which must be under- 
stood to be of full validity, when this ticaty shall be retained, 
signed and sealed by the Governor General — 

Aiftclc 1st — Such parts of the Icttci from Eail Cornwallis to 
his Highness the Nizam, dated 7th July, 17^9 (and which has 
always been considcicd in the light of a ticaty), as relate to the 
stationing of troops with his Highness, aic to be considcicd as 
m full foice, that the services of the new permanent subsidiary 
foice arc to be icgulatcd picciscly by the same icstiictive 
clauses that opciatc on the present detachment, unless the 
Pcishwa shall hcicaftci consent to any altciations in those con- 
ditions, and his Highness likewise approve of the same 

Aiiiclc id — Agiccably to the practice 111 the Company’s 
scivice, the new subsidiaiy foice shall be subject to reliefs, cither 
paitial or entire, as often and in such mannei as the Company’s 
Government may lequiic, provided withal, that no diminution 
takes place by such means in the stipulated numbei to be 
stationed with his Highness 

Aiticlc'^d . — The pioposcd leinforccmcnt of subsidiary troops 
shall be in the pay of this state from the day of their crossing 
the boundaiics Satisfactoiy and effectual provision shall be 
made for the regulai payment of this force, which, including the 
present detachment, is to amount to 6000 sepoys, with fii clocks, 
with a due proportion of field pieces, manned by Europeans, and 
as at the monthly late of two lacs, one thousand four hundied 
and twenty-five rupees, the yearly amount of subsidy foi the 
aforesaid foice of 6000 men, with guns, artilleiy-men, and other 
necessaiy appurtenances, is twenty-four lacs, seventeen thousand 
one hundred rupees The said sum shall be completely dis- 
charged m the couise of the year by four equal instalments, 
that is, at the expiration of every thiee English months, the 
sum of SIX lacs, foui thousand two hundred and seventy-five 
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rupees, m silver of full currency, shall be issued without hesita- 
tion or demur from his Highness’s treasury And should the 
aforesaid instalments happen to fall at any time the least m 
arrears, such arrears shall be deducted, notwithstanding any 
objections thereto, from the current kist of Peishcush, payable to 
his Highness on account of the Northern Sirkais Should it, at 
any time, so happen, moreovei, that delay were to occur m the 
issue of the instalments aforesaid, at the stated periods, in such 
case, assignments shall be granted on the collections of certain 
districts in this state, the real and actual revenue of which 
shall be adequate to the discharge of the yearly subsidy of the 
aforesaid foice. 

Article /\th — The duties on gram and on all articles of con- 
sumption, as well as on all necessaiies whatever, for the use of 
the new subsidiary foice, shall be commuted agreeably to the 
practice that obtained with the former detachment. A place 
likewise shall be fixed on as the head quaiters of the said foice, 
where it shall always remain, except when services of importance 
aie required to be performed , and whenever either the whole, or 
part of the said force, is to be employed m the business of 
the state, a person of respectability, and who is a servant of 
this Sirkar, shall be appointed to attend it The commanding 
officer and officers of the said subsidiaiy foice shall be treated 
in all respects m a mannei suitable to the greatness and dignity 
of both states 

Article ^th — The said subsidiary force will at all times be 
ready to execute sei vices of importance, such as the protection 
of the person of his Highness, his heirs and successois, from race 
to race, and the overawing and chastizing all rebels or exciters 
of disturbance in the dominions of this state , but it is not to be 
employed on trifling occasions, nor like Sebundy, to be stationed 
m the country to collect the levenues thereof 

Article 6th — Immediately upon the arrival of the aforesaid 
subsidiary force at Hyderabad, the whole of the officers and 
serjeants of the Fiench party are to be dismissed, and the troops 
composing it, so dispersed and disorganised, that no trace of the 
former establishment shall remain. And his Highness hereby 
engages for himself, his heirs and successors, that no Frenchman 
whatever shall ever hereafter be entertained in his own service, 
or in that of any of his chiefs or dependants, nor be suffered to 
remain in any part of his Highness’s dominions Nor shall any 
Europeans ivliatever be admitted into the service of this state, 
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nor be permitted to lemam within its territories, without the 
knowledge and consent of the Company’s government 

Aihclc ']tk — The whole of the European and sepoy deserters 
fiom the Company’s service, that may be in the Fiench or any 
othei party of tioops belonging to this state, are to be seized and 
delivered up to the British lesident, and no persons of the 
above desciiption arc to be allowed refuge in future in his 
Highness’s teiiitorics, but arc (on the contraiy) to be seized 
without delay, and dcliveicd up to the Bnt’sh resident Neither 
shall any lefiigc be allowed in the Company’s terntoiies to sepoy 
deserters from the scr^uce of his Highness, who shall, in like 
manner, be seized and dcliveicd up without delay. 

AiUclc Wi — Whereas his Highness the Nizam, from con- 
sidciations of piudencc and foresight, and with a view of 
avoiding manifold evils, has detci mined on dismissing the 
Fiench fiom his scmcc, and on dispersing and disorganising 
the tioops commanded by them, as specified m the 6th Article, 
and on entertaining a pcipetual standing foice, of the Honourable 
Compan 3 ?-’s, in their room, subject to the limitations and restric- 
tions presciibcd by Earl Coinwalhs’s letter to the Nizam, men- 
tioned in the ist Article , it is therefoie hereby agreed, with a 
view to the mutual benefit of his Highness and the Peishwa, and 
the happiness of their respective subjects, that the Company’s 
government will use their best endeavours to have inserted with 
the consent and approbation of both, in the new^ treaty in con- 
templation between the three allied pow'crs, such a clause as shall 
set each at ease with regard to the other Should the Peishwra, 
however, not accede to a proposal so highly advantageous and 
profitable to both governments, and differences hereafter arise 
between the tw^o states, namely, that of the Nawraub Asof Jah 
Behadur, and of the Rao Pundit Perdhaun, in such case, the 
Company’s government heicby engage, that intei posing their 
mediation, in a wray suitable to lectitude, friendship and union, 
they will apply themselves to the adjustment thereof, con- 
foimably to propiiety, truth and justice. The Nawraub Asof 
Jah Behadur accoidingly heieby engages, never to commit on 
his part any excess oi aggression against the Siikar of Rao 
Pundit Perdhaun , and in the event of such differences aiising, 
whatever adjustment of them the Company’s government, w^eigh- 
ing things in the scales of tiuth and justfee, may determine upon, 
shall without hesitation or objection, meet with full approbation 
and acquiescence. 
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Article — All former treaties between the Honourable East 
India Compan}'- and the governments of the Nawaub Asof Jah 
and the Peishwa, lemain in full force Should hereafter the 
Rao Pundit Perdhaun express a desire to enter into subsidiary- 
engagements, similai to the picsent, with the Honourable Com- 
pany, the Nawaub Asof Jah will most readily give his concur- 


rence. 

Article 10th — This enlarged subsidiary treaty, consisting of 
Ten Articles, being this day settled by Captain James Achilles 
Kiikpatrick, with the Nawaub Asof Jah Behadur, Captain Kirk- 
patiick has delivered one copy hereof in English and Persian, 
signed and sealed by himself, to the Nawaub, who, on his part, 
has also delivered to Captain Kirkpatiick one copy of the same, 
duly executed by himself ; and Captain Kirkpatrick hereby 
engages to procure and deliver to his Highness, in the space of 
fifty days, a ratified copy from the Governor Geneial, in every 
respect the counterpart of the one executed by himself , and on 
the delivery of such copy, which will then have become a full 
and complete instiument, the treaty executed by Captain Kirk- 
patrick shall be leturned. In the mean while, no time shall be 
lost in writing for the advance of the proposed reinforcement. 
Signed, sealed, and exchanged at Hyderabad, 

1st September, AD 1798, or 19th Rubby 
ul-awul A H 1213 


J A Kirkpatrick. 


Separate aiticlc ap)pcrtaimng to the pcipetnal siibsidiaiy tieaty 
concluded betzucen the Honourable English East India Company 
and his Highness the NazDaub Asof Jah Behadur, on the \st of 
Scptembci , A.D. iyg 8 , or jgth of Rubby-ul-azvul, A.H 1213 

Whereas in confoimity to a wish expressed by his Highness 
the Nizam, the stipulation in the 6th Aiticle of the Subsidiary 
Treaty respecting the delivering up of the French is agreed to 
be made a separate one, his Highness heieby engages, that after 
the arrival of the Company’s tioops at Hydeiabad, the Avhole of 
the French officers and soldieis in his service shall be appre- 
hended in such way as Captain Kirkpatiick may point out, and 
be deliveied up to him, or for a time be kept in confinement m 
an habitation belonging to this Siikai, but in the custody of the 
Company’s troops, and upon the reoiganisation of the party 
lately undei the command of the aforesaid French officers, they, 
the said Fiench officeis and soldiers shall, within the space of 
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two months, be delivered up to the British resident. Strict 
ordeis shall, moreover, be issued to all talookdars on the frontiers, 
and to those m charge of all fords and passes, to seize any 
Europeans whatever, attempting to pass their respective stations, 
and send them immediately with all due piecaution, prisoneis to 
Hyderabad, where they shall instantly be delivered up to the 
Biitish lesident. On the above condition it is hereby agreed 
that the Frenchmen thus delivcied up, shall not be common 
prisoneis of war, nor be in any lespect maltreated They shall 
be conveyed at the Company’s expense, and with as little 
lestraint as possible to England, and from thence be sent by 
the first favourable opportunity to France, without being de- 
tained for a cartel or exchange of prisoners. 

Signed, scaled, and exchanged, at Hyderabad, 

1st September, A D 1798, or 19th Rubby- 
ul-awul, AH 1213 

Sepmate ai'hclc appertainmg to the pcipciiial Subsidiary Treaty 
concluded betiveen the Hononi able English East India Company 
and his Highness the Nawanb Asof Jah Bchadm\ on the ist 
September^ A D 1798^ or i^th Riibby-ul-aivnl^ A H 1213. 

No correspondence on aftairs of importance, shall, in future, on 
any account, be earned on with the Sirkar of Rao Pundit Peid- 
haun, 01 with any of his dependants, either by the Nawaub Asof 
Jah Behadur, or by the Honourable Company’s government, 
without the mutual privity and consent of both contracting 
paities And whatever transactions, whether of great or small 
import, may in future take place with the aforesaid Rao Pundit 
Perdhaun, or his dependants, a reciprocal communication of the 
same shall be made to the other contracting paity, without delay 
and without reserve 

Signed, sealed, and exchanged, at Hyderabad, 
ist September, A D 1798, or 19th Rubby- 
ul-awul, AH 1213 

Ratified by the Right Honouiable Richard Earl of Mornington, 
Knight of the most illustrious order of St. Patrick, &c. &c. &c. 
Governor General m council 

Fort William, 

\Wi day of September, 1798. 
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28 . Treaty of Defensive Alliance 

Treaty of perpetual and general defensive alliance, between the 
Honourable the English East India Company and his High- 
ness the Nabob Nizam ul Mulk Asoph Jah Behauder, Soubahdar 
of the Decan, his children, hen s, and successors , settled by Cap- 
tain James Achilles Kirkpatrick, Resident at the Court of his 
Highness, by virtue of the powers delegated to him by the most 
noble Richai d Jllarquess Wellesley, &c &c drc 

Whereas, by the blessing of God, an intimate fi lendship and 
union have firmly subsisted for a length of time, between the 
Honourable Company and his Highness the Nabob Nizam ul 
Mulk Asoph Jah Behauder, and have been cemented and 
strengthened by several treaties of alliance, to the mutual and 
manifest advantage of both poweis, who with uninterrupted 
haimony and concord, having equally shared the fatigues and 
dangers of war and the blessings of peace, are, in fact, become 
one and the same m interest, policy, friendship, and honour 
These poweis, adverting to the complexion of the times, have 
determined, on principles of piecaution and foiesight, and with 
a view to the effectual preservation of constant peace and tran- 
quillity, to enter into a defensive alliance, for the complete and 
reciprocal protection of their respective territories, together with 
those of their several allies and dependants, against the un- 
piovoked aggressions, or unjust incroachments, of all or of any 
enemies whatever. 

Art I. The peace, union, and friendship, so long subsisting 
between the two states, shall be peipetual , the friends and 
enemies of either shall be the friends and enemies of both , and 
the contracting parties agiee, that all the foimer treaties and 
agreements between the two states, now m foice, and not con- 
trary to the tenor of this agi cement, shall be confirmed by it 
Art 1 If any power or state whatever shall commit any act 
of unprovoked hostility or aggression against either of the con- 
tracting parties, or against their respective dependants or allies, 
and, after due repiesentation, shall refuse to enter into amicable 
explanation, or shall deny the just satisfaction or indemnity 
which the contracting paities shall have required, then the 
contracting parties will proceed to concert and prosecute such 
furthei measures as the case shall appear to demand 
For the moie distinct explanation of the intent and effect 
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of this agreement, the Governor-General in council, on be- 
half of the honourable Company, hereby declares, that the British 
Government will ncvei permit any power or state, whatever, 
to commit with impunity, any act of unprovoked hostility or 
aggression against the rights or territories of his Highness the 
Nizam, but will, at all times maintain the same, in the same 
mannei as the rights and territories of the honouiable Company 
aie now maintained. 

Ain 3 With a view to fulfil this treaty of general defence 
and piotection, his highness the Nabob Asoph Jah agrees, that 
tv 6 battalions of Sepoys and one regiment of cavalry, with a 
due proportion of guns and artillcrj’-mcn, shall be added, in 
perpetuity, to the present permanent subsidiary force of six 
battalions of Sepoys, of one thousand firelocks each, and one 
icgiment of cavalry, five hundred strong (with their proportion 
of guns and artillerymen), so that the whole subsidiary' force 
furnished by the Honourable East India Company to his High- 
ness shall hcnccfon\ard consist of eight battalions of Sepoys (or 
eight thousand fii clocks) and two legimcnts of cavalry (or one 
thousand hoi sc) with then icquisitc complement of guns, 
European artillcrymicn, La'^cars, and pioneers, fully equipped 
with warlike stoics, and ammunition, which force is to be 
stationed in perpetuity, in his Highness’s tcrritoiics 

Ain 4 . The pay of the above-mentioned additional force 
shall be calculated at the rate of the pay of the existing sub- 
sidiary force, and shall commence fiom the day of the entrance 
of the said additional force into his Highness’s territories 

Art g For the regular payment of the whole expense of 
the said augmented subsidiary force (consisting of eight thousand 
infantry, one thousand cavalry', and their usual propoition of 
artillery) his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah heicby assigns and 
cedes to the honouiable East India Company', in perpetuity, all 
the territories acquired by' his Highness, under the treaty of 
Seiingapatam, on the i 8 th March, 1793, and also all the terri- 
tories acquired by his Highness, under the treaty of My'sore, on 
the 32nd June, 1799, according to the schedule annexed to this 
treaty 

Art 6 Certain of the teiritoiies, ceded by the foregoing 
aiticle to the honourable Company, being inconvenient, from 
their situation to the north waid of the river Toombuddrah, his 
Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah, for the puipose of rendering 
the boundary line of the honourable Company'’s possessions a 
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good and well defined one^ agrees to retain the districts in 
question, namely, Copul, Gujjinderghui, and others (as maiked 
in the annexed schedule) in his own possession , and, in lieu 
theieof, assigns and cedes, m full and in perpetuity, to the 
honouiable Company, the district of Adorn, together with what- 
ever othei teriitoiy his Highness may be possessed of, or is 
dependant on his Highness’s Government, to the south of the 
Toombuddrah, or to the south of the Kistnah, below the junction 
of those two rivers 

t t -i- 

Art 12 The coiiti acting parties will employ all piacticable 
means of conciliation to prevent the calamity of war , and, for 
tliat purpose, will, at all times, be ready to enter into amicable 
explanations with other states, and to cultivate and improve the 
general relations of peace and amity with all the powers of India, 
accoiding to the true spirit and tenoi of this defensive treaty. 
But if a war should unfortunately break out between the contract- 
ing parties and any other power whatever, then his Highness the 
Nabob Asoph Jah engages, that, with the reserve of two bat- 
talions of Sepoys, which aie to icmain near his Highness s 
pel son, the lesidue of the British subsidiary force (consisting of 
SIX battalions of Sepoys, and two legiments of cavalry, with 
artillery) joined by six thousand infantry and nine thousand 
horse of his Highness’s own troops, and making together an 
aimy of twelve thousand infantry, and ten thousand cavalry, 
with their requisite tram of aitilleiy, and warlike stores of every 
kind, shall be immediately put in motion, for the purpose of 
opposing the enemy, and his Highness further engages to 
employ every further effort in his power, for the purpose of 
bringing into the field, as speedily as possible, the whole force 
which he may be able to supply from his dominions, with a view 
to the effectual prosecution and speedy termination of the said 
war, the honouiable Company, in the same manner, engaging on 
their part, in this case, to employ in active operations against 
the enemy, the largest force which they may be able to furnish, 
over and above the said subsidiary force 

Art 1 3 Whenever war shall appear probable, his Highness 
the Nabob Asoph Jah engages to collect as many Benjariies as 
possible, and to store as much giain as may be practicgible in his 
frontier garrisons. 

Art. 14. Gram, and all other articles of consumption and 
piovisions, and allsoits of mateiials foi wearing appai el, togethei 
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With the necessary quantity of cattle, horses, and camels, required 
for the use of the subsidiary force, shall, in propoition to its present 
augmentation, be as heietofore, entiiely exempted from duties 

Art. 15 As by the present treaty the union and fiiendship 
of the two states are so firmly cemented, as that they may be 
considered as one and the same, his Highness the Nizam engages 
neither to commence nor to pursue, in future, any negotiations 
with any other power whatever, without giving previous notice, 
and entering into mutual consultation with the honouiable East 
India Company’s Government , and the honourable Company’s 
Government, on their part, hereby declare, that they have no 
manner of concern with any of his Highness’s children, relations, 
subjects, or servants, with respect to whom his Highness is 
absolute 

Art 16 As, by the present tieaty of geneial defensive 
alliance, mutual defence, and defence against all enemies, are 
established, his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah consequently 
engages, never to commit any act of hostility 01 aggression 
against any power whatever , and m the event of differences 
aiising, whatever adjustment of them the Company’s Govern- 
ment, weighing matters in the scale of truth and justice, may 
determine, shall meet with full approbation and acquiescence 

Art 17 By the present treaty of general defensive alliance, 
the ties of union, by the blessing of God, are drawn so close, 
that t^e friends of one party will be henceforward considered as 
the friends of the other, and the enemies of the one party as the 
enemies of the other , it is therefore hereby agreed, that if, in 
future, the Shorapoor or Gudwall Zemindars, or any other 
subjects or dependants of his Highness’s Government, should 
withhold the payment of the Sircar’s just claims upon them, or 
excite rebellion or disturbance, the subsidiary force, or such pro- 
portion thereof as may be requisite, after the reality of the fact 
shall be duly ascertained, shall be ready, m concert with his 
Highness’s own troops, to reduce all such offenders to obedience. 
And the particular interests of the two states being now, in every 
respect, identified, it is further mutually agreed, that if disturb- 
ances shall, at any time, break out m the districts, ceded to the 
honorable Company by this treaty, his Highness the Nabob 
Asoph Jah shall permit such a portion of the subsidiary force as 
may be requisite, to be employed in quelling the same, within 
the said districts If disturbances shall, at any time, break out 
in any part of his Highness’s dominions, contiguous to the Com- 
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pany’s frontier, to which it might be inconvenient to detach any 
proportion of the subsidiary troops, the British Government, in 
like manner, if required by his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah, 
shall direct such propoition of the troops of the Company, as 
may be most conveniently stationed for the purpose, to assist m 
quelling th*e said disturbances within his Highness’s dominions 

Art 18 Whereas, by the favour of Providence, a perfect 
union, harmony, and concord, have long and firmly subsisted 
between the Honourable East India Company, his Highness the 
Nabob Asoph Jah, his Highness the Peshwah Rao Pundit Purd- 
haun, and Rajah Rhagojee Bhoosillah, therefore should his High- 
ness, Rao Pundit Purdhaun, and Rajah Rhagojee Bhoosillah, or 
either of them, expiess a desiie to participate in the benefits of 
the present defensive alliance, which is calculated to strengthen 
and peipetuate the foundations of general tranquillity, the con- 
ti acting paities will readily admit both, or either of the said 
powers, to be membets of the piesent alliance, on such terms and 
conditions as shall appear just and expedient to the contracting 
parties 

Art 19 The contracting parties being actuated by a sincere 
desiie to piomote and maintain general tranquillity, will admit 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah to be a party to the present treaty, when- 
ever he shall satisfy the contracting parties of his disposition to 
cultivate the relations of peace and amity with both states, and 
shall give such securities for the maintenance of tranquillity, as 
shall appear to the contracting parties to be sufficient 

Art 20 This treaty, consisting of twenty articles, being this 
day settled by Captain James Achilles Kirkpatrick with the 
Nabob Asoph Jah Behauder, Captain Kirkpatrick has delivered 
one copy thereof, m English and Persian, signed and sealed by 
himself, to the said Nabob, who, on his part, has also delivered 
one copy of the same, duly executed by himself , and Captain 
Kirkpatrick, by virtue of special authority given to him on that 
behalf by the most noble the Governor-General in council, hereby 
declares the said treaty to be m full force from the date hereof, 
and engages to procure and deliver to his Highness, in the space 
of thirty days, a copy of the same from the Governor-General in 
council, in every respect the counterpart of that executed by him- 
self , and on the delivery of such copy, the treaty executed by 
Captain Kirkpatrick shall be returned, but the additional sub- 
sidiary force, specified in the third article, shall be immediately 
required by his Highness the Nizam, and furnished by the 
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honourable Company, and all the other articles shall be in full 
force from this time 

•Signed, sealed, and exchanged, at Hydrabad, on the 13th 
October, Anno Domini 1800, or 33nd Jemmadee ul Awul, Anno 
Higerae iai 5 

(Signed) J A KIRKPATRICK, Resident. 

(A true copy) Thomas Sydenham, 

Secretary to the Residency 

Separate and Secret At holes 

Art I The Peshwa, Rao Pundit Purdhaun, shall be ad- 
mitted to the benefits of this general defensive alliance on the 
following conditions 

First Rao Pundit Puidhaun shall accept the mediation of the 
honourable Company’s Government, for the amicable adjustment 
on the basis of the treaty of Mali, of all claims or demands of 
Choute, and of all other claims or demands whatever, on the 
territories or government of his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah 
The British Government will also take into consideration the 
claims of his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah to a total exemp- 
tion from Choute, and will arbitrate, on the principles of justice 
and equity, any question now existing, or which shall hereafter 
arise, relative to the same, between Rao Pundit Purdhaun and 
the Nabob Asoph Jah, provided Rao Pundit Purdhaun shall 
agree to accept the said arbitration, and Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
shall not be admitted to the benefit of this general defensive 
alliance, until he shall have agreed to accept the arbitration of 
the British Government, with respect to the said claims of the 
Nabob Asoph Jah to a total exemption from Choute 

Secondly Rao Pundit Purdhaun shall give full satisfaction 
to the honourable East India Company, on the vaiious points 
depending between him and the British Government in India 
Thirdly. If Rao Pundit Puidhaun shall agree to the foregoing 
conditions, the honourable East India Company and his High- 
ness the Nabob Asoph Jah will assist him in the restoration of 
his just authority in the Mahratta empire 

Fourthly Foi this purpose, Rao Pundit Purdhaun shall agree 
to subsidize, in perpetuity, such a body of the said Company’s 
troops, as shall hereafter be judged necessary for the restoration 
and maintenance of his authority 
Art. 3. Rajah Rhagojee Bhooslah shall be admitted to the 
benefit of this general alliance on the following conditions 
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First Rajah Rhagojee Bhooslah shall accept the Honouiable 
Company’s arbitration of all unadjusted points between his 
Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah and the said Rajah, accoiding 
to the tenor of subsisting ti eaties 

Secondly Rajah Rhagojee Booslah shall agiee to such equit- 
able interchanges of teriitory with the honourable East India 
Company, as shall be judged necessaiy to complete or improve 
then respective frontieis, or to such cessions of territory (in con- 
sideiation of a just pecuniary equivalent) as shall be judged 
necessary to the same purpose 

Art 3 If contiaiy to the spiiit and object of this defensive 
treaty, war should hereaftei appear unavoidable (which God 
avert I) the conti acting parties will pioceed to adjust the rule of 
partition of all such advantages and acquisitions as may eventu- 
ally lesult fiom the success of their united arms 

The conti acting parties entertain no views of conquest oi ex- 
tension of their respective dominions, noi any intention of pro- 
ceeding to hostilities, unless in the case of unjustified or unpro- 
voked aggression, and after the failuie of their joint endeavours 
to obtain reasonable satisfaction, thiough the channel of pacific 
negotiation, according to the tenoi of the preceding treaty It 
IS howevei declared, that in the event of war, and of a conse- 
quent partition of conquests between the contracting paities, his 
Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah shall be entitled to participate 
equally with the other contacting paities, m the division of 
every teiiitory which may be acquiied by the successful exer- 
tion of their united aims, piovided his Highness the Nabob 
Asoph Jah shall have faithfully fulfilled all the stipulations of 
the preceding tieaty, especially those contained m the twelfth 
and thirteenth articles theieof 

Signed, sealed and exchanged, at Hydiabad, on the I2th 
October, Anno Domini 1800, or 22d jemmadee ul Awul, Anno 
Higerse 1215. 

J. A Kirkpatrick, Resident 


N B The omitted articles provide for details of little historical in- 
terest, and, together with the schedule of ceded districts, are left out 
to save space The seventh article is substantially identical with the last 
clause of the fifth in the Treaty of Bassein, 1 e from The territories to 
be assigned ’ — ad finem the ninth and tenth correspond to the seventh 
and eighth in the same Treaty of Bassein 


N 
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III THE CARNATIC 


29 . Declaration on the Annexation of the Carnatic. 

Declaration of the Right Honourable the Governor in Council of 
Fort St George, by and with the authority of His Excellency the 
Most Noble the Governot'-General m council of all the British 
possessions in India 

July 27th, 1801 

An alliance of the most intimate union and friendship has long 
subsisted between the Honourable English East India Company, 
and the family of their Highnesses Mahomed Ah and Omdut ul 
Omrah, late Nabobs of the Carnatic Payen Ghaut By the aid 
of that alliance, his late Highness the Nabob Mahomed Ah was 
enabled under Providence, to support his pretensions to the pos- 
session of the Carnatic at the death of his illustrious father , to 
defeat the power of his enemies in arms, and finally to establish 
his authority m the Government of Arcot, and of its dependen- 
cies, on the foundations of the British power For the defence 
and protection of the valuable possessions thus acquired by the 
united arms of the English Company, and of the Nabob of Arcot, 
various treaties and obligations have been established, by which 
it was intended that the interests, security and power of both 
parties m the Carnatic Payen Ghaut, should be cemented and 
identified In conformity to the faith and spirit of those en- 
gagements the honourable Company has invariably employed 
not only the resources derived from that alliance, but the whole 
power of the British empire in India, to maintain the govern- 
ment of the late Nabobs of the Carnatic against all their enemies, 
and has caused them to be acknowledged by foreign states as 
the allies of the British nation By these means, and by the un- 
abated exertion of its whole power, the English nation was en- 
abled during the war which continued from the yeai 1780 to the 
year 1783, to support the pretensions of the Nabob Mahomed 
Ah, and to rescue his dominions from the violence of Hyder 
Ah Khan, and of his successor Tippoo Sultaun, who, by the as- 
sistance of the French nation had been enabled to conquer a 
considerable part of the Carnatic, and to establish their authority 
over the greatest portion of the territorial possessions of the said 
Nabob 
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To suppoit the authoiity of the Nabob Mahomed Ah, and to 
secuie the British mtciests in the Cainatic, it became expedient 
for the conti acting parties to enter into specific engagements 
for the maintenance of an adequate military establishment The 
English Company accoidingly bound itself by a tieaty, bcaiing 
date in the montli of February, 1787, to maintain the whole 
military force lequned foi the piotection of the teiiitoiies of the 
allies , in consideration of which engagement, the Nabob Ma- 
homed All agieed, among other conditions, and undei ceitain 
penalties theiein specified, to pay an annual subsidy amounting 
to fifteen lacs of pagodas. 

According to the further stipulations of that engagement, ten- 
dered necessary by experience for the mutual safety of the con- 
tacting paitieSj the English Company m the year i 790 j chaiged 
itself with the administiation of the civil government in addition 
to the military defence of the Cainatic, m a critical junctuie of 
affaiis, when the ambition and implacable enmity of the late 
Tippoo Sultaun compelled the Biitish Government in India, to 
resort to aims for the suppoit of its rights, and for the piotection 
of its allies 

At the conclusion of the war, in the yeai 1792, (the successful 
and glorious tcimmation of which tended m the most diiect 
manner, to secuie the safety and piospeiity of the possessions 
of his Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic) the Biitish Govern- 
ment lestorcd the civil government of the Cainatic to his 
Highness, thcieby manifesting the stiictest adheience to the 
stipulations of the existing engagement of 1787 , but the British 
Government did not confine itself to the meie discharge of the 
stipulations of its existing engagements , its views weie extended 
to an enlarged and Iibeial consideration of the piinciples of the 
alliance subsisting between the Company, and the Nabobs of the 
Cainatic 

At thatpeiiod of time the Nabob Mahomed Ah, relying on the 
fiiendly disposition of the Biitish Government, represented m the 
most urgent manner to the Marquess Cornwallis, the inadequacy 
of his Highness’s resources to dischaige the pecuniary engage- 
ments of the treaty of 1787, and the Governor- General, acting 
in conformity to the spiiit of the alliance and friendship so long 
subsisting between the Nabobs of the Cainatic, and the English 
Company, leheved his Highness from the burthensome terms 
of that engagement , thereby surrendering the pecuniary rights, 
acquired by the Company undei the tieaty of 1787, foi the 

N % 
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puipose of promoting the tranquillity, comfort and interests of 
the Nabob Mahomed Ah 

With this liberal view of the principles of the connexion estab- 
lished between the British Government and the Nabob of Arcot, 
an indulgent modification of the treaty of 1787 was fiamed, and 
by a subsequent tieaty, bearing date m the month of July, 179a, 
the pecuniary contribution of his Highness the Nabob of the 
Carnatic towards the general defence and piotection of the rights 
and possessions of the allies was diminished from fifteen to nine 
lacs of star pagodas The spiiit of model ation by which the 
British councils were guided, in lespect to this alliance, was un- 
equivocally manifested by a fuither stipulation for the purpose of 
secuiing to the Nabob Omdut ul Omra, the son and presumptive 
hen of the Nabob Mahomed Ah, the succession to the teriitories 
of his father, on the teims and conditions of the treaty of 179a 

In return for this relinquishment of a considerable portion of 
its pecuniary lesources, the English Company obtained no other 
advantages than an extended renewal of the teriitoiial security, 
already provided by the tieaty of 1787, for the performance of 
the Nabob Mahomed Ah’s pecuniary engagements, and a repe- 
tition of his Highness’s pievious obligation not to contract 
alliances, nor to enter into conespondence with any European or 
native power, without the knowledge and concurrence of the 
British Government Conformably therefore to this indulgent 
modification of the tieaty of 1787, the government of the Car- 
natic was lestored to the Nabob Mahomed Ah On the death 
of his Highness the Nabob Mahomed Ah, in the year 1795 ? 
Nabob Omdut ul Omra succeeded to the possession of his 
father’s territories, according to the provision of the tieaty of 
179a 

The Nabob Mahomed Ah, as well as his son and successoi, 
had lepeatedly granted tuncaws and assignments of revenue on 
the districts pledged to the Company, in diiect violation of the 
treaty of 1792, and to the manifest injury of the territorial 
security provided by the Company, for its interests in the Car- 
natic The British Government however, continued to extend to 
their Highnesses the indulgent operation of the beneficial condi- 
tions of the treaty of 1792, by abstaining from the exercise of 
the just rights acquired against their Highnesses, under the ex- 
press stipulations of that engagement, and under the acknow- 
ledged interpietation of the law of nations 

Under these circumstances, the British Government might 
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justly have required fiom the house of Mahomed Ah, not 
meicly the exact and iigid obseivation of the treaty of 1792, 
but a zealous and coidial attachment to the spirit of an engage- 
ment, undei which the Nabobs of the Carnatic had found the most 
ample protection, accompanied by the most indulgent and liberal 
constiuction of every stipulation favourable to their sepaiate in- 
teiests, and by the most lenient relaxation of those penal articles, 
the obligation of which their Highnesses had respectively m- 
cuiied by violating the article of the treaty of 1^92, lelative to 
the grants of tuncaws, 01 assignments of revenue, on the distiicts 
pledged to the Company. 

It is with the deepest concern, that the Goveinoi m council 
IS compelled to declaie, that these ancient allies of the Company, 
the Nabobs Mahomet Ah, and Omdut ul Omia, have been 
found not only deficient in eveiy active duty of the alliance, but 
unfaithful to its fundamental pimciples and untrue to its vital 
spirit 

In the full enjoyment of the most abundant pioofs of the mo- 
del ation, indulgence and good faith of the Honouiable Company, 
the Nabob Mahomed Ah, and the Nabob Omdut lil Omra, 
actually commenced and maintained a secret intercourse with 
Tippoo Sultaun, the detei mined enemy of the Biitish name, 
founded on pimciples, and diiected to objects, utteily subversive 
of the alliance between the Nabob of the Carnatic and the Com- 
pany, and equally incompatible with the security of the Biitish 
power m the Peninsula of India 

After the fall of Scringapatam, the Biitish Government ob- 
tained possession of the oiigmal lecords of Tippoo Sultaun , the 
coiiespondence of that Pimce’s ambassadois, dm mg their re- 
sidence at Fort St George, in attendance on his sons, the hostage 
princes, in the year 1792, and 1793, established sufficient giounds 
of apprehension, that then Highnesses, the late Nabob Mahomed 
Ah, and the late Nabob Omdut ul Omia, had entered into a 
secret intercourse with the late Tippoo Sultaun, of a natuie hos- 
tile to the British mteiests in India The enquiries of the British 
Government have been since directed to ascertain a fact so in- 
timately connected with the security of its rights in the Cainatic 
The lesult has established the following piopositions by a series 
of connected written and oral testimony. 

First At the very period of time when the Nabob Mahomed 
Ah appealed to the geneiosiiy of the British Government foi an 
indulgent modification of the tieaty of 17B7, his Highness had 
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alieady commenced a seciet negotiation foi the establishment of 
an intimate mtei course with the Nabob Tippoo Sultaun, without 
the knowledge of the Biitish Government, and for purposes 
evidently repugnant to its security and honour 

Secondly. The Nabob Omdut ul Omia (who was empowered 
by the Nabob Mahomed Ah to negotiate the treaty of 1792 
with the Biitish Government, and who actually negotiated that 
treaty for himself and for his father) was actually employed 
at the same peiiod of time under his father’s authority, in nego- 
tiating foi himself and foi his father the terms of the said 
separate and secret mteicouisc with Tippoo Sultaun 

Thirdly The tendency of the said intercourse was directed to 
the suppoit of Tippoo Sultaun in victory and triumph overall 
his enemies 

Fourthly In the month of December 1792, the Nabob Ma- 
homed Ah impaited seciet information to Tippoo Sultaun 
regaidmg the sentiments and intentions of the British Govern- 
ment in India with relation to the hostile views and negotiations 
of Tippoo Sultaun at the Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad , 
and on the fiist intelligence of the war between Great Britain 
and Fiance in the yeai 1793, Nabob Mahomed Ah imparted 
seciet mfoimation to Tippoo Sultaun lespectmg the views and 
powei of Fiance in India and in Euiope, and respecting the 
intended opeiations of the British forces against the French 
possessions in the Carnatic, and the Nabob Mahomed Ali 
conveyed to Tippoo Sultaun seciet admonitions and friendly 
advice respecting the most favourable season and the most 
piopitious state of circumstances foi the violation of Tippoo 
Sultaun’s engagements with the Honourable Company 

Fifthly The Nabob Omdut ul Omra was employed by his 
father as one of the agents to convey secret intelligence, friendly 
admonition, and seasonable advice to Tippoo Sultaun, through 
the confidential agents of Tippoo Sultaun, who were furnished 
with instructions from the said Sultaun of Mysore to receive 
such communications from the said Nabob of the Carnatic, and 
from the Nabob Omdut ul Omra 

Sixthly A cypher was composed and actually introduced 
into the separate and secret correspondence between the Nabob 
Mahomed Ah and Tippoo Sultaun The original key of the 
said cypher, discovered among the records of Sermgapatam, is in 
the handwriting of the confidential Moonshee (or secretary) of the 
Nabob Mahomed Ah, and of the Nabob Omdut ul Omra , and 
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the said cyphei was deliveied by a confidential agent of the 
Nabob Omdut ul Omia to the ambassador of Tippoo Sultaun 
foi the expiess puipose of being tiansmitted to Tippoo Sultaun 

Seventhly The teims employed in the said cypher, par- 
ticulaily those intended to designate the British Government 
and its allies, the Nizam and the Mahiatta State, united in a 
defensive league against Tippoo Sultaun, contain the most 
poweiful internal evidence that the communications proposed 
to be disguised by the said cypher, were of the most hostile 
tendency to the interests and objects of the said alliance, and 
calculated to promote the cause of Tippoo Sultaun in opposition 
to that of the said allies 

Eighthly The Nabob Omdut ul Omia, in his own hand- 
writing, in the month of August, 1794, corroboiated the evidence 
of his intention to complete the purposes herein desciibed of the 
secret intercouise Avhich he had negotiated with Tippoo Sultaun , 
and the continuance of the same intention is manifested by letters 
from the Nabob Omdut ul Omia, and fiom his confidential 
agent, addressed to the supposed agent of Tippoo Sultaun in 
the year 1^96, subsequently to the Nabob Omdut ul Omra’s 
accession to the government of the Cainatic under the treaty 
of 1793 

Ninthly At the commencement, and during the progress of 
the late just, necessary, and glorious Avar AVith the late Tippoo 
Sultaun, the Nabob Omdut ul Omra to the utmost extent of his 
means and powei, pursued the object of his seciet intei course 
with Tippoo Sultaun by a systematic couise of deception with 
lespect to the provision of the funds necessaiy to enable the 
British ti oops to march into Mysore, as Avell as by a systematic 
and active opposition to the supply and movement of the allied 
army thiough different paits of the said Nabob’s dominions. 

Tenthly The stipulations contained in the fifteenth article 
of the treaty of 1787, and the tenth article of the treaty of 179^^1 
by Avhich the Nabobs of the Carnatic weie bound not to enter 
into any political negotiations or coirespondence with any 
European or native poAver or state Avithout the consent of the 
Government of Fort St George or of the Company, formed 
a fundamental condition of the alliance betAA’^een the said Nabob 
and the Company, and the violation of the said stipulations 
necessarily involved the entire foifeiture on the part of the 
Nabob of all the benefits of the said alliance 

Eleventhly The Nabob Mahomed Ah and the Nabob Omdut 
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ul Omra have violated the said stipulations, and have thereby 
foi felted all the benefits of the said alliance, and the Nabob 
Mahomed Ah, and the Nabob Onidut ul Omiah having* violated 
the said stipulations foi the express puipose of establishing an 
union of interests with Tippoo Sultaun, thereby placed them- 
selves 111 the condition of public enemies to the Biitish Govern- 
ment 111 India 

It IS manifest, therefoie, that the intentions of the Nabobs 
Mahomed Ah and Omdut ul Omra have been uniformly and 
without mteiruption hostile to the Biitish power m India , and 
that those intentions have been cairied into effect to the full 
extent of the actual powei possessed by then Highnesses re- 
spectively at the seveial peiiods of time m which they have acted 
111 puisuance of their system of co-opeiation with the enemy 

By acting on these piinciples of conduct, the Nabobs Ma- 
homed All and Omdut ul Omra not only violated the rights 
of the Company, but by uniting then mteiests with those of the 
most implacable enemy of the Biitish Empire, the Nabobs 
Mahomed Ah and Omdut ul Omra actually placed themselves 
m the 1 elation of public enemies to the Biitish Government, 
dangeious to the extent of their lespective power, and active 
according to the means and oppoitunities afforded to them by 
the ciicumstances of the moment, and especially by the most 
severe exigency and piessure of war Every pimciple of public 
law, theiefoie, released the British Government from the intended 
obligations of the tieaty of 1792, and every consideration of self- 
defence and security authorized the Company to exercise its 
powei in the mannei most expedient for the puipose of frus- 
tiatmg the hostile councils of the late Nabob of the Carnatic, 
modelled upon the aitful example, actuated by the faithless 
spiiit, and sanctioned by the testamentary voice of his fathei 

In proceeding to exercise this right it was painful to the 
British Government to be compelled to expose to the world all 
these humiliating proofs of the ingratitude and treachery of the 
Nabobs Mahomed Ah and Omdut ul Omra towards the power 
which has uniformly proved their guardian and protector , but in 
acting fiom the impiession of this sentiment, the British Govern- 
ment was more desirous of consulting its own dignity than of 
admitting any claims on the part of those infatuated princes to 
its generosity and forbeaiance. 

In conformity to this spirit of temperance and moderation, it 
was the intention of the British Government to have made a 
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formal communication to the Nabob Omdut ul Omia of the 
proofs which had been obtained of his Highness’s breach of the 
alliance, with the view of obtaining, by the most lenient means, 
satisfaction for the injury sustained by the British Government, 
and security against the future operation of the hostile councils 
of the Nabob Omdut ul Omia ■ 

Circumstances of expediency, connected with the geneial in- 
teiests and policy of the Biitish Government, mterimpted the 
communication of this demand to the Nabob Omdut ul Omia • 
the mtei mediate illness of his Highness piotracted the execution 
of that intention, and his subsequent death fiustiated the wish of 
the British Government, to obtain from that Piince satisfactory 
secuiity for the rights pledged to the Company in the Carnatic. 

The death of the Nabob Omdut ul Omia has not affected the 
rights acquired by the British Goveinment undei the discoveiy 
of Ins breach of the alliance Whatever claim the reputed son 
of the Nabob Omdut ul Omra may be supposed to possess to 
the Company’s support of his pretentions to the Government of 
the Cainatic, is founded on the grounds of the rights of Omdut 
ul Omra himself the right of the Nabob Omdut ul Omra to the 
assistance of the Company m securing his succession to the 
Nabob Mahomed Ah in the government of the Cainatic was 
founded on the express stipulations of the treaty of 1792 the 
result of the propositions stated in this declaration has established 
abundant proof that the fundamental piinciples of the alliance 
between the Company and the Nabob Omdut ul Omia, as well 
as the express letter of the treaty of 1792, had been absolutely 
violated and rendcicd of no effect by the Nabobs Mahomed 
All and Omdut ul Omra, previously to the ostensible conclusion 
of that instrument It is manifest, theicfoie, that the Nabob 
Omdut ul Omra could deiive no rights fiom the formal lati- 
fication of that treaty, the vital spirit of which had already been 
annihilated by the hostile and faithless conduct of his Highness , 
and that the Nabobs Mahomed Ah and Omdut ul Omra, by 
forming an intimate union of interests with Tippoo Sultaun had 
actually placed themselves in the relation of public enemies to 
the Biitish empire in India 

Whatever claim to the Company’s piotcction and support the 
reputed son of Omdut ul Omia may derive from his supposed 
father had been utterly destioyed by the hostile conduct of 
Omdut ul Omra. it follows, theiefoic, that the reputed son of 
Omdut ul Omra has succeeded to the condition of his father, 
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which condition was that of a public enemy, and consequently 
that, at the death of Omdut ul Omra, the British Government 
remained at liberty to exercise its lights, founded on the faithless 
policy of its ally, in whatever mannei might be deemed most con- 
ducive to the immediate safety and to the general interests of 
the Company in the Cainatic. 

Befoie the Biitish Government proceeded to exercise this light, 
founded on the violation of the alliance and on the necessity of 
self-defence, it was desiious of manifesting its attention to the 
long established connection between the Company and the house 
of Omdut ul Omra, by saciificing to the sentiments of national 
magnanimity and geneiosity the lescntment cieated by his 
Highness’s flagrant breach of the alliance In the spnit of those 
councils, theiefore, with which it had been the intention of the 
Biitish Government to demand satisfaction and security from 
Omdut ul Omra, and to avoid the publication of facts so hu- 
miliating to the family of that Piiiice, the British Government 
communicated to the leputcd son of Omdut ul Omra, knowledge 
of the pi oofs now existing in the possession of the Government 
of Fort St George, of the violation of the alliance , at the same 
time the British Government manifested a consistent adheience 
to the principles of model ation and foibearance by opening 
a latitude to the reputed son of Omdut ul Omra to afibrd, by 
means of an amicable adjustment, that satisfaction and security 
which the hostile and faithless conduct of his supposed father 
had entitled the Biitish Govcinment to demand, and which the 
dictates of prudence and self-defence compelled it to require 

The reputed son of Omdut ul Omia, by and with the advice 
of the persons appointed by his father’s will to assist his councils, 
has peisisted in opposing a determined lesistance to this de- 
mand, theieby exhibiting an unequivocal pi oof that the spirit 
which actuated the hostile councils of the Nabobs Mahomed Ah 
and Omdut ul Omra, has been transmitted with unabated vigour 
to the supposed son of Omdut ul Omra, secured in its operation 
under the sanctimonious forms of their testamehtaiy injunc- 
tions, and preserved with religious attachment by the ostensible 
descendant of that Prince 

Frustrated in the hope of obtaining fiom the leputed son of 
Omdut ul Omra reparation for its injuries and secuiity for its 
rights, the British Goveimment is now leluctantly compelled 
.to publish to the world the pi oofs of this flagrant violation of 
the most sacred ties of amity and alliance by the Nabobs 
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Mahomed All and Omdut ul Omra, and the heieditaiy spiiit 
of enmity manifested by the reputed son of Omdut ul Omra 
to the interests of the British Government The duty and 
necessity of self-defence requiie the British Government, under 
the circumstances of this case, to exercise its power in the 
attainment of an adequate secuiity for its rights Justice and 
moderation wan ant that the family of Omdut ul Omra shall 
be depiived of the means of completing its systematic course 
of hostility, wisdom and prudence demand that the reputed 
son of Omdut ul Omra shall not be permitted to retain the 
possession of resources dangeious to the tianquilhty of the 
British Government m the Peninsula of India 

Wherefoie, the British Government, still adhering to the prin- 
ciples of moderation, and actuated by its unifoim desire of 
obtaining security for its rights and inteiests m the Carnatic 
by an aiiangement founded on the principles of the long sub- 
sisting alliance between the Company and the family of the 
Nabob Mahomed Ah, judged it expedient to enter into a 
negotiation for that purpose with the Prince Azim ul Dowlah 
Bahadur, the son and heir of Ameer ul Omra, who was the 
second son of the Nabob Mahomed Ah, and the immediate 
great grandson by both his parents of the Nabob Anwer ud 
Been Khan, of blessed memory; and his Highness the Prince 
Azmi ul Dowlah Bahadur having entered into engagements 
for the express purpose of reviving the alliance between the 
Company and his illustrious ancestois, and of establishing an 
adequate security for the British interests in the Carnatic, the 
British Government has now lesolved to exercise its rights and 
its power, under Providence, m suppoiting and m establishing 
the hei editary pietensions of the Prince Azim ul Dowlah Ba- 
hadur in the soubahdairy of the teriitoiies of Arcot and of the 
Carnatic Payen Ghaut 

And for the more full explanation of the grounds and motives 
of this declaration, the Right Honouiable the Governor in 
Council by and with the authority of his Excellency the most 
noble the Governor-General m Council has caused attested 
copies and extracts of several documents discovered at Seiinga- 
patam to be annexed hereunto, together with an extract from 
the Treaty of 

By command of the Right Hon the Governor-m-Council 

J Webbe, 

Chief Secretaiy to Government 
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IV OUDE. 

30 The Earl of Mormngton to the Secret Comnuttee of 
the Honourable Court of Directors. 

Projected imliiary reforms tii Oiidc Nabob's alleged intenUoii 

of abdicating 

Fort William, 28th Nov 1799 

Honourable Siis, 

I Accoiding to the latest accounts dated on the and of 
November, the affaiis of Mysoie weie in the most favouiable 
condition The whole of the countiy (including Sondah and 
the icst of the leseiwed teiiitoiy, now about to be divided 
between the Company and the Nizam) having been completely 
settled, with the exception of the inconsiderable possessions of 
the Pol)^gar of Bullam, against whom a small detachment had 
been sent, the army m Mysore was on the eve of being dis- 
tiibuted ill garrisons and cantonments 

Undei the disadvantages resulting from the recent mihtaiy 
opeiations throughout the country, Puineah had discharged the 
fiist monthly kist of the subsidy stipulated by the late treaty of 
Seimgapatam, namely, that for the month of July, and had 
announced his intention of soon paying the kists for August and 
Septembei 

I have veiy great satisfaction m informing youi honouiable 
Committee that the measures which I concerted with Lord 
Clive, pieviously to my departure from Fort St Geoige, foi the 
puipose of reducing the southern Polygars to order and legal 
government have been executed with the greatest ability and 
success by Major Banneiman, and that the military power of 
that refiactory race of people is now completely extinct 

The settlement of Tanjore has been arranged with the same 
happy success Previously to my departure from Fort St. 
George, with Lord Clive’s assistance, I framed the outlines of 
a new treaty between the Rajah and the Company vesting the 
entire and exclusive administration, civil and military, of that 
country in the Company’s government This treaty was ratified 
by me m council on the adth instant 

II. The affairs of Oude have occupied a considerable share 
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of my attention No probability existing that Zemaun Shah 
will be able in the course of the present season to renew his 
hostile attempts against Hmdostan, and a conjuncture so favour- 
able coinciding with our successes in Mysore, the most eligible 
opportunity appeared to be opened foi carrying into execution 
such a reform of the Nabob Vizier’s military establishments as 
should secuie us from all futuie danger on the fiontier of Oude, 
and should enable me to introduce a vaiiety of necessary 
improvements in the government of that country With this 
view it was my intention to establish a consideiable augmen- 
tation of our troops m Oude without delay, and to induce the 
Vizier to disband, undei certain regulations, a proportional part 
of his own useless and dangeious force I had accordingly 
given orders to the Resident at Lucknow to commence a 
negotiation with his Excellency for this desirable purpose, and 
had also directed the movements of seveial bodies of tioops m 
the piovmces to be so arranged as to enable me, before the 
expiiation of the cold season, to mciease our foice m Oude 
considerably. Before, however, the Resident at Lucknow could 
open the pioposed negociation with the Vizier, or had disclosed 
to him any part of my intended plans, his Excellency, of his 
own accord, made a pioposition to the Resident which neces- 
sarily supeisedes every othei ariangement 

III For seveial months past his Excellency had intimated 
to the Resident from time to time an earnest desire to commu- 
nicate to me an improved system for the government of Oude. 
But whenever the Resident had pressed his Excellency foi a 
more full explanation of the nature of the proposed arrangement 
in 01 del that it might be tiansmitted to me, his Excellency had 
evaded the discussion with evident symptoms of agitation of 
mind At length on the 12th of November, at an interview 
which his Excellency had himself desired (and it is important 
again to remark that at this peiiod no proposition had leached 
his Excellency from the Resident or from me with relation to 
the increase of the foi ce in Oude), his Excellency signified an 
anxious desire and a fixed determination to abdicate altogether 
the government of Oude, and requested the Resident to draw, 
for the puipose of being forwaided to me, the enclosed paper 
which I received last night 

IV His Excellency appears to have adopted the resolution 
of abdicating the government upon the maturest deliberation 
Your honourable Committee will observe that his Excellency 
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dedal es this resolution to have originated in the ledprocal 
aversion subsisting between himself and his subjects (an aversion, 
which, on his pait, he declaies to have giown into absolute 
disgust), and in his sense of his own incompetency from various 
othei consideiationsj to administer the government either with 
satisfaction to himself or advantage to his people But although 
such considerations may m some degree have influenced his 
Excellency’s determination, I am inclined to believe that the 
principal causes aie to be tiaced m the timidity and the avarice 
of his disposition , foi it is propci to apprize your honourable 
Committee that he has intimated an expectation of being per- 
mitted to letire with the treasuies which he may have amassed 

V. Youi honouiable Committee will remaik that the Resident 
has used several aigumen ts, but without effect, to dissuade his 
Excellency fiom the pioposed abdication If therefoie his 
Excellency should ultimately peiseveie m this declared inten- 
tion, It must be deemed cntiiely and absolutely his own volun- 
tary act 

VI Whatevei may have been the motives, or whatevei shall 
be the ultimate decision of his Excellency on this occasion, it is 
my intention to piofit by the event to the utmost practicable 
extent , and I entei tain a confident hope of being able either to 
establish, with the consent of the Vizier, the sole and exclusive 
authoiity of the Company within the province of Oude and its 
dependencies, 01 at least to place oui interests in that quarter on 
an impiovcd and durable foundation 

VII It occuis to me to be necessary to add in explanation of 
the close of the thud paragraph of this letter, that although 
the necessity of a reform of the Vizier’s military establishments 
had been for a consideiable time under discussion between his 
Excellency and me, and had even been fully admitted by his 
Excellency, no detailed measures with a view to the execution 
of such a plan had yet been suggested, nor had my intention of 
immediately augmenting our force m Oude been communicated 
to his Excellency when he opened his mind to the Resident at - 
Lucknow 

I have the honour to be, &c 

MORNINGTON 
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31. The Earl of Mornington to the Wahoh of Oude. 

Necessity of cai ryiiig out the military ref 01 ms Exposure of 

Nabob's inconsistency in opposing them Stern warning 

Fort William, 9th February, i8oo 

The duty imposed on me by my public station, and the 
concern which I take m youi Excellency’s personal honour and 
welfare, as well as m the prosperity and happiness of the in- 
habitants of Oude, compel me to communicate to you, m the 
most unqualified teims, the astonishment, 1 egret, and indignation 
which your lecent conduct has excited m my mind 

In order to apprize your Excellency m the most unequivocal 
manner of the causes and objects of this letter, I propose to state 
my observations with reference to the following distinct proposi- 
tions in youi Excellency’s correspondence with me, and in your 
declarations made to the Biitish Resident at Lucknow 

ist Your Excellency, since my arrival m India, has repeatedly 
complained of the ruinous condition of your internal government, 
and earnestly solicited my direct inteifeience, as being indis- 
pensably necessary for the purpose of effecting a complete reform 
in your affaiis, and especially in your military establishments 
and Aftei having received from me a plan for the refoim of 
youi military establishments, you expressed, m the most de- 
liberate and unqualified terms, your approbation of the same, and 
your hope that it would be carried into effect 

3rd You have recently declared to Lieut -Colonel Scott, that 
this same plan foi the refoim of your military establishment 
never, m any measure, met with your approbation or acceptance, 
or was deemed expedient by you 
4th You have attempted, by various means, to delay, and 
ultimately to frustiate the execution of the plan above mentioned, 
of which you had, after full deliberation, expressed your entire 
approbation 

5th The means which your Excellency has employed for this 
purpose are calculated to degrade your character, to destroy all 
confidence between youi Excellency and the Biitish Government, 
to produce confusion and disorder m your dominions, and to 
injure the most important interests of the Company to such a 
degiee as may be deemed nearly equivalent to positive hostility 
on your part. 

In the beginning of August, 1798, your Excellency informed 
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me, by lettei, that the organization of your government, which 
had for a long period of time been very loose and confused, was 
become m the last degice ineffective and irregular, adding a 
request that I would instiuct Mi Lumsden (the Company’s 
Resident at Lucknow) to afford your Excellency his effectual 
aid m establishing your authoiity on a 7 iew dasts A variety 
of circumstances having rendered it impossible for me to give 
immediate consideration to youi Excellency’s representation, 
youi Excellency m a subsequent lettei, wiitten in June, 17991 
levivcd the subject, observing, ‘it will be impossible to remove 
the embaiiassment under which I labour until I shall have 
earned into effect the retienchment of supeifluous expenses, and 
shall have established a systematic settlement of the country, 
and of the military {which is indispensable) for piomotmg the 
secuiity and ease of the ryots, the prospeiity of the country, and 
the tranquillity of the people ’ Your Excellency added ‘ although 
I have been mfoimed by Mr Lumsden that your Loidship has 
written to him upon this subject , yet nothing regarding it has 
been wiitten by youi Loidship to me, and I therefoie hope 
you will lepeat your oideis to the Resident to be aiding and 
assisting me m all matters, so that I may concei t with him the 
means of removing my cmbai i assments, and tvith his assistance, 
cai ry on the affairs of my government m a mannei to produce 
ease and satisfaction to my mind ’ Your Excellency concluded 
by declaring, ‘ I rely on youi Lordship for suppoit and assistance 
m eveiythmg ’ 

Such forcible 1 epresentations of the disordered state of youi 
Excellency’s government in its mihtaiy as well as civil branches, 
combined with my own intimate knowledge of the actual exis- 
tence of the evils so lepeatedly and emphatically desciibed by 
your Excellency, authorized a full confidence m the sincerity of 
your Excellency’s reiterated wishes for my active interference in 
your affaiis, and for my assistance in remedying the defects of 
which you so justly complained I therefore determined to 
adopt, without delay, those measures now apparently not less 
requisite for the ease and satisfaction of your Excellency’s mind, 
than they had long been manifestly essential to the safety of 
your person and to the secuiity and prosperity of your do- 
minions Under this impression, while yet occupied by most 
important affairs at Foit St George, I appointed Colonel Scott 
to reside with youi Excellency, furnishing him at the same time 
with such instructions as appeared to me to be best calculated 
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to enable him to accomplish the appaiently earnest wishes of 
youi Excellency foi establishing an improved system of civil and 
military government within youi dominions. 

In considcimg the couise of measuies best adapted to this 
salutaiy purpose, I became satisfied that it was absolutely 
necessary to commence with that leform of your Excellency’s 
militaiy foices, which your Excellency had declared to be in- 
dispensable I was oiiginally led to this conclusion by a leview 
of the coriespondence and negotiations which had passed between 
your Excellency and Mr. Lumsden in consequence of the advance 
of Zemaun Shah to Lahore, to^vaids the end of the year 1798 ; 
and I was further confirmed in my opinion by a retiospect of 
the events Avhich had folloived the rebellion and flight of Vizier 
Alii 

The conduct of different corps of youi Excellency’s army had 
in seveial instances pieviously to the appioach of Zemaun Shah, 
abundantly manifested that no reliance could be placed either 
in their fidelity 01 discipline Many of them had mutinied, and 
Avere prevented from proceeding to acts of open violence against 
youi Excellency’s person by the presence of the Company’s 
tioops Your Excellency, Avhen consulted by Sir James Craig 
and by Mi Lumsden on the measures of defence to be adopted 
against the threatened invasion of Zemaun Shah, declared that 
‘no confidence Avas to be placed in your troops,’ and you not 
only avoAved your military foice to be inadequate to contribute 
any assistance tOAvaids the defence of your dominions, but 
lequired the presence of pait of the British army Avithin youi 
capital foi the express puipose of protecting your person and 
authority against the excesses of youi oaaui disaffected and dis- 
orderly troops, in the same moment Aidien the services of the 
Avhole of the British army Avere most ui gently demanded upon 
your Excellency’s fiontier to resist the approach of Zemaun 
Shah Hitherto, howevei, the fidelity and utility of your Ex- 
cellency’s troops had been distrusted pimcipally on grounds 
suggested by their 1 epeated contumacy and disobedience That 
they Avere actually capable of betiaymg the interests of youi 
Excellency in a crisis of positive dangei, AA^as subsequently proved 
beyond a possibility of doubt by their tieacherous conduct during 
the commotions excited by Viziei Alh 

The necessity of commencing the general improvement of your 
Excellency’s government by a radical reform of your military 
establishment being then manifest, Lieut -Colonel Scott, together 

O 
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With a letter which Sir Alured Claike addiessed to your Excel- 
lency, by my desire, dehveied to you such fuithei explanations 
of the pioposed measure as the occasion lequired It is rc- 
maikable that the delivery of Sir Aimed Claike’s lettei to your 
Excellency had been preceded within the short space of five 
days by lepeated complaints on the part of your Excellency of 
the turbulent and disordeily state of youi tioops 

In the plan of lefoim for youi military establishment pre- 
sented to 3mui Excellency at that peiiod of time, I proposed 
that the gieatest pait of your useless and dangeious forces 
should be disbanded, and should be leplaced by a suitable 
number of the Company’s troops The reception which your 
Excellency gave to the pioposition coi responded with the ex- 
pectations which your Excellency’s repeated declaiations and 
applications to me had led me to form Your Excellency 
perused the lettei of Sir Aimed Clailce with satisfaction, and 
dcclai cd your thorough concui i cnce in the sentiments tvhich it 
contained Youi Excellency also, at a subsequent conference 
with the Resident on the 5th of September, observed, of your 
own accord, that the proposed measme was not impracticable, hut 
such as you hoped might he accomplished 

It IS of importance to lemind your Excellency in this place 
that, soon after the opening of these discussions by Lieut -Colonel 
Scott, a fiesh mutiny biokc out among your Excellency’s troops, 
which youi Excellency was enabled to quell solely by the assist- 
ance of the Biitish Resident at Lucknow 

Having m a letter to your Excellency dated the 26th of 
September, 1799, expressed my satisfaction m your ready con- 
cui rence in the expediency of the measure which had been 
generally pioposed in the lettei of Sir Alured Clarke, and 
paiticulaily explained by Lieut -Colonel Scott, and having at 
the same time earnestly exhoitcd your Excellency not to 
suffer any consideration to delay foi a moment the necessary 
alterations in your military establishment (leferiing to the plan 
which had been minutely detailed to you by Lieut -Colonel 
Scott), your Excellency in reply declares ‘ the benefits, both 
immediate and future, of such a refoim aie even more strongly 
impressed upon my mind than they have been desciibed by your 
Lordship , a year before this time, under a sense of the benefits in 
question, and of the evils aiismgfrom the failure of myiesources, 
and the increase of my expences, I planned, of my own accord, 
in my mind, a reform of the system, and was the first to pi'opose it ’ 
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To the observation which I had submitted to your Excellency 
lelative to the possible return, in a moie formidable shape, of 
the dangers which had alieady thieatened the safety of your 
Excellency’s peison and dominions, your Excellency answcis, 
m the same Icttei, ‘please God, by introducing a icform in the 
imhtai y system., all dangers and all apprehension of distuibance 
will be icmoved^ 

These extracts fiom yoiii Excellency’s own letters, and from 
Colonel Scott’s lepoits of youi verbal communications noted 
and iccordcd at the time, waiiant me in dcclaiing that your 
Excellency, in the most direct terms, onginall}'- solicited me 
to prepare a plan for the icfoimation of youi military establish- 
ment, and that you afteiwaids positively appioved the plan 
piepaied and submitted to you at youi own request I leave 
it to your Excellency to judge with what emotions I now leain 
from Lieut -Colonel Scott, thatyou have not hesitated to asseitthat 
this identical plan fiamcd at youi own suggestion, and appioved 
by }’’oui deliberate sanction, /md uevo , in any incasnic, met with 
youi app} obniton oi aeeeptancc, 01 been deemed e\ pcdient by you 

In this place it may not be inexpedient to obscivc, that even 
if youi Excellency had not professed youi appiobation of the 
jDlan in question, it vould have been equally my dut}’^ and right 
to have lequiicd your Excellency’s adoption of a measuie, the 
execution of which is indispensably necessary to enable the 
Company to fulfil then engagement ‘of defending youi do- 
minions against all enemies * 

In my lettci to you of the 5th of Noxcmbei last I have 
sufficiently established the light of the Company to augment 
then forces within youi Excellency’s dominions to whatever 
extent the Biitish Government in India may judge requisite to 
the peimanent security of the common mteiests. I hav'^e also 
explained in what mannei youi Excellency is bound by the 
7th Aiticle of the Ticaty concluded between youi Excellency 
and Sir John Shoic, to defiay the expense of any foice which 
the Biitish Govcinment shall deem neccssaiy'- foi the effectual 
protection of youi dominions. The light of the Biitish Govein- 
ment to make such an augmentation, even against youi Ex- 
cellency’s consent, m the event of an invasion of your dominions, 
01 of any sudden or tempoiaiy alaim eithei of domestic oi 
foieign dangci, has ncvei been disputed by youi Excellency, 
but I undei stand that you have cxpicssed to Lieut -Colonel 
Scott an intimation, that the same light docs not extend to 
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a permanent increase of the standing army of the Company 
in Oude Can your Excellency then suppose that the treaty 
was intended to piovide against dangers merely of a temporary 
and tiansient nature, and that it did not embrace the permanent 
and perpetual security of your dominions, and the lasting in- 
terests of that party which has bound itself to protect them 
against every danger, whether existing or contingent^ If a 
danger shall exist, permanent m its nature, but of which the 
immediate approach to your Excellency’s dominions may be 
so sudden and rapid as to preclude the possibility of pro- 
viding against it by any other means, than a consistent and 
permanent system of preparation and precaution, shall it be 
contended thar the legitimate protector and guardian of your 
dominions is not bound by every principle of duty to provide 
such a system without delay ^ and is not the season of peace 
and tranquillity the most favourable for the establishment of 
external security and internal older ^ 

It IS ceitain that the resources of your Excellency are in- 
adequate to the double burthen of the proposed additional force 
of the Company, and of your own existing military establish- 
ment But if your resources could bear this accumulated pres- 
sure, I should still feel myself bound to require that your 
Excellency should reduce your own disorderly troops The 
expediency of disbanding as large a proportion of your own 
troops as can possibly be dispensed with m the business of the 
revenue collections, and m the purposes of ceremony and state, 
does not rest solely on the inefficiency of your troops m a mili- 
tary view, but also on their disaffection, and insubordination, 
and on the danger with which such a body of armed men must 
ever menace your peison, and the public tranquillity in time 
of peace , a danger infinitely aggravated m the season either of 
domestic convulsion, or of foreign attack The dismission there- 
fore of the troops m question, is not only recommended by 
considerations of economy, but indispensably requisite by the 
soundest maxims of piudential policy So long as these troops 
shall be entertained, a large proportion of the Company’s force 
must be constantly employed to maintain the peace of the 
Country, and m the event of an invasion of your Excellency’s 
dominions by a foieign enemy, the necessity of diveitmg a still 
more considerable part of the British army from the defence of 
your frontiei, foi the puipose of controlling your own licentious 
and disaffected soldiery, would increase exactly in proportion 
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to the magnitude and imminence of external danger It must 
theiefore be obvious to your Excellency, that the continuance 
of these dangeious troops m your service, instead of leading 
to a diminution of the requisite amount of the British force in 
Oude, would lequire a far more considerable augmentation of 
that force than any hitherto proposed 

Your Excellency always professing the utmost anxiety for the 
reform of your own troops, having howevei delayed to conceit 
the necessary arrangements for that puipose with Colonel Scott, 
it became my duty to accelerate the adoption of those measures 
for the defence of your Excellency’s dominions, which daily 
became more urgent It would have been highly giatifying 
to me, if your Excellency’s activity on this occasion had been 
proportioned to the exigency of the case, or to the earnestness 
and apparent candour of your own declarations , but the 1 espon- 
sibihty m this case attaching, according to the stipulations of 
treaty, solely on the Company I could not have been justified 
by any consideration, m suspending the measuies incumbent on 
the Company’s Government 

On these giounds I determined eaily in the month of November 
last, to mtioduce immediately into your Excellency’s dominions 
as gieat a proportion as possible, of the force which I deemed 
necessary to their effectual and peimanent defence, in addition 
to the Company’s tioops already stationed in Oude 

I communicated this deteimination to your Excellency, in 
a letter written on the 5th of November, and forwarded by me 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Scott 

Before Lieut.-Colonel Scott could dehvei this letter, your Ex- 
cellency had made a pioposition to him, which, as he conceived, 
precluded the necessity of presenting any letter to you , and 
accordingly it was not dehvei ed until your Excellency thought 
pioper to recall the proposition m question. 

In the meanwhile the additional troops which I had detei- 
mined to send into your Excellency’s dominions, continued to 
assemble for that puipose, because in every event the necessity 
of the intended reinforcements must have remained unalterable 

The proposition of your Excellency, to which I have adverted 
was, that you should abdicate the government of your dominions, 
and, appropriating to your piivate use all the treasuies of the 
state, retire from Lucknow You signified at the same time, 
a desire that one of your sons should be substituted on the 
Musnud. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Scott lemonstrated against your Excel- 
lency’s declaied lesolution to abdicate the government, but 
your Excellency persisted, and finally enjoined him to communi- 
cate it to me, as the result of youi dehbeiate consideration 

This unexpected determination of your Excellency, although 
It induced Lieutenant-Colonel Scott to withhold my lettei of 
the 5th of November, until further oideis from me, did not 
prevent him from occasionally piessmg upon your consideration 
the subject of the leform of your military establishment Your 
Excellency however, invariably evaded the discussion by de- 
claring, that under the lesolution which you had announced of 
abdicating the govei nment, it was totally unnecessary to proceed 
at piesent m the proposed reform 

Your Excellency has been m possession for some time past, 
of a formal and detailed answer from me (authenticated by my 
signature) to your declaiation of your lesolution to abdicate the 
sovereignty of your dominions To the arguments by which 
I endeavoured to modify your Excellency’s original plan of 
abdication, and to the terms on which I declaied myself willing 
to facilitate your retirement from the caies of your government, 
(the administration of which you have acknowledged yourself 
to be utterly unequal to conduct,) your Excellency has not yet 
returned any reply, you have deemed it sufficient to signify 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, that under my determination not 
to admit your Excellency’s pioposition m the terms stated by , 
yourself, you were ready to abandon your design of retirement, 
and to letain the charge of the government , supporting this 
apparently new resolution on geneial giounds of justice to your 
family I will not at present enquire whether means might not 
still be devised for securing ample justice to your family, without 
reducing your Excellency to the painful and dangei ous necessity 
of continuing in a station, the duties of which you have declared 
yourself to be incompetent to fulfil, and of governing a people 
whom you have declared ‘ neither pleased with you, nor you with 
them , with whose evil dispositions, enmity, disobedience and 
negligence, you are disgusted , and from whose government 
your mind is utterly withdiawn ’ 

Having requested youi Excellency to return a foimal and 
precise answer to my detailed observations and proposals, in 
consequence of your Excellency’s declared wish to abdicate the 
government, I shall abstain from entering into any minute ex- 
amination of the nature of the subsequent change in your Excel- 
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lency’s mind, until I shall be furnished in a legular manner, with 
an explicit statement of the motives which induced that change 
I must however remaik, that eveiy circumstance accompanying 
your Excellency’s conduct, which has hitheito fallen under my 
observation, on this extiaoidmary occasion, appeals to me to 
indicate that your Excellency nevei previously entei tamed the 
design of abdicating your government, howevei convinced of the 
truth of those incontestible facts which you alleged as the mo- 
tives of youi abdication, but that you piofessed such a design 
with the sole view of defeating by delay, the long meditated 
measure of a reform of your mihtaiy establishment 

It IS most painful to be compelled to state a chaige of so 
serious a natuie, against a peison of your Excellenc)7-’s high rank 
and exalted dignity, but what other conclusion can I diaw from 
youi Excellency’s conduct, when Lieutenant-Colonel Scott in- 
forms me, that after you had engaged his attention and mine for 
nearly two months, by your ostensible intention to abdicate the 
government, you suddenly lelmquished that intention, and at 
the same moment declared foi the fiist time, that if ‘the lefoim 
of your military establishments were to be adopted on the pim- 
ciples proposed, it would annihilate youi Excellency’s authoiity 
in your own dominions,’ although not only the general pimciples, 
but all the material details of that refoim, to which you now 
object, had been repeatedly appioved by your Excellency, as 
being essential to the maintenance of your authority, and indis- 
pensable to the peace and safety of youi dominions 

But youi Excellency has pioceeded to othei measuies of a 
tendency infinitely more dangerous, utteily incompatible with 
all your professions, and repugnant to the fundamental pimciples 
of your connection with the Company, and to every duty of 
fiiendship and honourable alliance 

Lieutenant-Colonel Scott informs me, ‘that your Excellency, 
instead of affoidmg any cordial assistance foi devising and 
carrying into execution a plan for the dismission of your bat- 
talions, has thrown every possible impediment in the way of that 
measure, by endeavouiing to restiict the additional British force 
to one position and by delaying to furnish Lieutenant-Colonel 
Scott with the statements of youi mihtaiy establishments le- 
peatedly requiied, and absolutely necessaiy to the commence- 
ment of the undertaking ’ 

Lieutenant-Colonel Scott informs me, that your Excellency 
is equally desirous of tmpedtng the progress of the additional 
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Biihsh ti oops, hy exposing them to difficulties in obtaining supplies 
of provisions , to piove this intention on the pait of your Ex- 
cellency, Lieutenant-Colonel Scott states, that although he had 
lepcatcdl})' applied to youi Excellency foi the nccessaiy pur- 
wannahs to your seveial aumils, youi Excellency had not yet 
issued a single puiwannah , the consequence of which was likely 
to piove not only seiiously distiessing to the British troops 
destined to the piotection of j'-oui dominions, but dangerous to 
the peace of the countiy thiough which those troops pioposed 
to maich 

It IS impossible foi me to express in tcims of sufficient foice, 
the sentiments which this intelligence has occasioned in my 
mind 

The conduct of youi Excellency m both instances stated, but 
moie flagiantly in the last, is of a nature so unequivocally hostile, 
and may prove so injuiious to cvciy inteiest, both of your 
Excellency and of the Company, that youi perseverance in so 
dangcious a course, will leave me no other alternative than that 
of consideiing all amicable engagements between the Company 
and your Excellency to be dissolved, and of regulating my 
subsequent proceedings accordingly I am however, always 
inclined to hope that youi Excellency may have been inadvert- 
ently betiaycd into these impiudent and unjustifiable measures 
by the insidious suggestions of evil councillors, and being ever 
avcise to construe your Excellency’s actions m such a manner 
as must compel me to icgard and to treat you as a Prince no 
longei connected with the Company, by the ties of amity and of 
a common interest, I tiust that my next accounts from Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Scott, may enable me to view your Excellency’s 
conduct in a moic favourable light, but lest my wishes m this 
respect should be disappointed, it is my duty to warn your 
Excellency m the most unieseiwed teims, that your Excellency 
alone will be responsible for all the evils whicli cannot fail to 
result from any fuither perseverance in the fatal and imprudent 
course of measures which you have recently pin sued I also 
think it necessary to entreat youi Excellency not to delay for 
a moment, whatever fuither steps may be pointed out to 
you by Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, as necessary to effect the 
two urgent and indispensable objects, namely, the reform of 
your military establishment, and the piovision of funds for 
the legular monthly payment of all the Company’s tioops in 
Oude. 



nabob’s burden too heavy for him to bear aoi 

The least omission or piocrastination in either of those im- 
poitant points, must lead to the most serious mischief. 

Mornington 

32 Th.e MarcLuess Wellesley to Lt -Col. William Seott, 
Besident at Lucknow. 

Project of partial- or total-ccssioii of the Nabob Viziers 
territoi les to the Company 

Fort William, January 22nd, 1801 
Sir, 

I Having reviewed the senes of your coriespondence since 
the commencement of the reform of his Excellency the Vizier’s 
militaiy establishments, my attention has been particularly 
directed to the declaiation made by his Excellency m his letter 
to you of the 29th of Jummad us Sam, relative to a probability 
of a failure on his Excellency’s part, m providing the necessary 
funds for the regular payment of the additional troops fuinished 
within the last year for the defence of his Excellency’s do- 
minions 

2. If the alarming crisis be now approaching m which his 
Excellency can no longer fulfil his public engagements to the 
Company, this calamity must be imputed principally to his 
Excellency’s neglect of my repeated advice and earnest repre- 
sentations The course of your coirespondence manifests that 
the exertion of his Excellency m the leform of his own useless, 
dangerous, and expensive military establishments, especially of 
his cavahy, has by no means kept pace with my efforts, to 
place the security of his Excellency’s peison and government 
beyond the reach of foreign and domestic danger The aug- 
mented charges arising from the additional British force specified 
in the despatch to you fiom the Secretary in the Secret De- 
partment of the 5th of November, 1799, would have been amply 
provided for by the amount of the reductions which might have 
been effected m his Excellency’s establishment, if his Excellency 
had vigoiously and cordially co-operated with me in the salutary 
and economical measure of disbanding his own undisciplined, 
licentious, and disaffected troops 

3 I am perfectly satisfied that every exertion has been em- 
ployed by you to accelerate the execution of my orders, and that 
his Excellency’s systematic counteraction is the sole cause of the 
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delays which have arisen , his Excellency having, to my know- 
ledge, used eveiy means within his powei to fiustiate the pro- 
giess of a lefoim which he himself had invited, and which he 
had declaied to be indispensable to the security of his person, 
and to the piospeiity of his dominions 

4 The natuial consequences of such a policy on the pait of 
the Vizier aie now necessarily felt by his Excellency, and it is 
now become the duty of the Biitish Government to interpose 
effectually for the piotcction of his inteicsts, as well as those 
of the Company, which aie menaced with common and speedy 
destiuction by the lapid decline of the geneial resouices of his 
Excellency’s dominions 

5 The Vizier IS aheady appiized that I have long lamented 
the various defects of the system by which the affaiis of his 
Excellency’s Government aie adminisleied Conscious of the 
same defects, his Excellency has lepcatcdly cxpicsscd a wish to 
coriect them b}'' the assistance of the Biitish Government I 
have nevei been mdiffeient to his Excellency’s wishes on this 
subject, oi insensible of the uigent necessity of an effectual 
change in the admmistiation of the affaiis of Oude , but ciicum- 
stances, well known to you, have hithcito pi evented me from 
executing all the dictates of my duty with lespect to that dis- 
tiessed countiy, and have compelled me to limit my efforts to a . 
paitial lefoim of his Excellency’s military establishments , pio- 
vidmg foi the sccuiity of his Excellency s dominions and govern- 
ment to the extent of furnishing an efficient and lespectable force 
foi their defence and suppoit, and of commencing a piopoitionate 

1 eduction in his Excellency’s mihtaiy establishments 

6 It was always evident that these precautions must prove 
fiuitless if the defects m the civil administration of Oude should 
be suffered progressively to impaii the fundamental lesouices of 
the state The continuance of the piesent system foi a much 
longer peiiod of time will not only lender his Excellency unable 
to discharge the subsidy on account of the additional troops, but 
will exhaust the lesources of the countij'- to such a degree as to 
preclude the possibility of lealizing the foimer subsidy 

7 The causes of this increasing defalcation of revenue aie 
manifest and daily acquire new strength Had the tei ritories of 
Oude been subject to the frequent or occasional devastations of 
an enemy, had they been visited by unfavouiable seasons, or by 
othei calamities which impair the public piospeiity, the rapid 
decline of the Vizier’s levenues might be imputed to other causes 
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than a defective administration , but no such calamitous visita- 
tions have afflicted the piovmce of Oude, while, in consequence 
ofthepiotection which it deiives fiom thepiesence of the British 
forces, It has been maintained, together with all the Company’s 
possessions on this side of India m the uninterrupted enjoyment 
of peace 'A defective admimstiation of the government is, 
theiefoie, the only cause which can have pioduced so maiked a 
difference between the state of his Excellency’s dominions and 
that of the contiguous teriitoiies of the Company While the 
teiiitories of the Company have been advancing progressively 
during the last ten years in prosperity, population, and opulence, 
the dominions of the Viziei, although enjoying equal advantages 
of tranquillity and security, have lapidly and piogressively 
declined 

8 The opeiation of these evils has not commenced with the 
government of Saadut Ah , they necessarily flow fiom the 
system of admimstiation which existed at the peiiod of his 
Excellency’s accession to the Musnud But none of these evils 
have been diminished undei his Excellency’s government , on 
the contiary, their daily increase and aggravation are notoiioiis, 
and must be progressive, to the uttei ruin of the resources of 
Oude, unless the vicious system of the native administration of 
the countiy be immediately abandoned In place of inveterate 
and glowing abuses must be substituted a wise and benevolent 
plan of government, calculated to inspire the people with confi- 
dence in the secuiity of property and of life, to encouiage 
industry, to protect the fruits of honest laboui , and to estab- 
lish ordei and submission to the just authoiity of the State, on 
the solid foundations of giatitude for benefits leceived, and 
expectation of continual security 

9 The Vizier must now be piepared foi the active and de- 
cided interference of the Bntish Government m the affairs of 
his country His Excellency has repeatedly complained to me, 
and to the Biitish Resident at his Court, of the luinous condition 
of the mteinal government of Oude , he has repeatedly and 
earnestly solicited my diiect interference, and has declared such 
interference to be indispensably necessary for the puipose of 
effecting a complete reform m his affaiis In the month of 
November, i799j Excellency was so convinced of the in- 
curable defects of his government and of his own uttei inability 
to administer it, that he signified to me, in the most foimal 
manner, his deliberate determination to descend fiom the 
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Musnudj and to return into piivate life He solemnly avowed 
(not in a moment of tempoiary anxiety and vexation, but after the 
most delibeiate leflection) ‘ that his mind Avas utteily withdrawn 
fiom the government of a people who weie neither pleased Avith 
him nor he with them, and with whose evil dispositions, enmity, 
disobedience, and negligence he was completely disgusted ’ This 
lesolution, so delibeiately adopted, was suddenly abandoned, but 
the cause of so sudden a change m his Excellency’s resolution 
cannot, unfortunately, be traced to any improvement in the 
general admmistiation of his affaiis, to any augmentation of his 
means of conducting the Government, oi to the consequent 
establishment of icciprocal confidence and attachment between 
his Excellency and his people Could any other fact be alleged 
to favoui such an mfcience it would be totally precluded by his 
Excellency’s leccnt statement of the condition of his revenues, 
and by recent and aggravated symptoms of the most alaiming 
disaffection towards his person and government 

10 His Excellency’s life has been lately attempted under 
circumstances of the most foimidable desciiption Active and 
general support has been affoidcd by his subjects to the impostor 
who lately assumed the name ofViziei Ah, and the acknow- 
ledged temper of his Excellency’s people, combined with the 
state of his government, exposes his situation ever}’- hour to 
inci eased anxiety, embariassmcnt, and hazard 

11 Having maturely considered these ciicumstances with the 
attention and dehbeiation which the impoitance of the subject 
requires, I am satisfied that no effectual secuiity can be provided 
against the rum of the piovince of Oude, until the exclusive 
management of the civil and military government of that country 
shall be transferred to the Company, under suitable piovi- 
sions foi the maintenance of his Excellency and of his family 
No other lemedy can effect any consideiable impiovement mthe 
resouices of the state, or can ultimately secure its external safety 
and internal peace 

12 Under this conviction, and with a view to the preseiwation 
of the common interests of the Company and of the Vizier, I 
have determined to propose to his Excellency a new tieaty and 
arrangement similai to that concluded in November, 1799, 
between the Company and his Highness the Rajah of Tanjore, 
and also confoimable to the plan of the treaty proposed to his 
Excellency by me, in my letter of the 9th of February, 1800, at 
the period of his Excellency’s pioposed abdication of the 
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Government A copy of the treaty with the Rajah of Tanjore 
IS enclosed , I desii e that you will frame from the articles of that 
treaty, and from the treaty submitted to the Vizier in the month 
of December, 1799, the plan of such an arrangement, as, while it 
shall effectually secure all the political benefits desciibed m the 
eighth paragraph of this despatch, shall also consult, as far as 
may be compatible with that primary object, the inclinations and 
piejudices of the Vizier Having framed such a treaty, you will 
submit it to his Excellency, and at the same time you will 
earnestly exhort him to consider the propositions contained in 
the new arrangement with calm and dispassionate deliberation 

13 If his Excellency should manifest a disposition to adopt 
the general frame of the proposed arrangement, but should appear 
desirous of introducing any particular modifications into the pro- 
posed treaty, you will receive whatever propositions his Excel- 
lency may offer for that purpose, and you will communicate them 
to me without delay, adding such observations as may occur to 
you for my further information 

14 On the other hand, if his Excellency should unfortunately 
be persuaded by the interested councils of evil adviseis abso- 
lutely to reject the pioposed treaty, you will then pioceed to 
inform his Excellency m firm, but lespectful language, that the 
funds for the regular payment of the subsidy to the full extent of 
the augmented force must be placed, without a moment of delay, 
beyond the hazard of failure 

15 For this purpose you will require his Excellency to make 
a cession to the Company in perpetual sovereignty of such a 
portion of his territories as shall be fully adequate, m their present 
impoverished condition, to defray those indispensable charges 
This cession must be framed upon the same principle which has 
formed the basis of the late treaty between his Highness the 
Soubahdar of the Deccan and the Company, by which his 
Highness has ceded to the Company in full sovereignty, a 
country rated at the annual revenue of sixty-two lacs of rupees 
in commutation for a subsidy of about forty lacs of lupees 

16 With respect to the countries to be ceded, it is sufficiently 
evident that no other portion of the Vizier’s dominions possesses 
so many political advantages as would be deiived to the Com- 
pany from the possession of the Doab The cession of that 
piovince, including the tribute from Fuiruckabad, must therefore 
be requiied in the first instance In selecting the other districts 
which may be necessary (after deducting the chaiges of collection) 
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to complete the amount of the augmented subsidy it will be ad- 
visable to legulate the demand in such a manner as shall place 
the Viziei beyond the leacli of foieign connections and foreign 
dangers Foi this puiposc the new possessions of the Company 
should be so arranged as to sui round whatever teiritory may 
remain to his Excellency With this view, the countiy to be 
lequired, in addition to the Doab, must be Rohilcund The 
cession of these two provinces may be made with less violence to 
the piide and picjudices of the Vizier, inasmuch as they weie 
actually added to the possessions of his family by the British 
aims In this respect the ariangcmcnt proposed to the Vizier is 
similai to that concluded with the Nizam The greater part of 
the countries ceded to the Company by the Nizam having been 
oiigmally acquiied fiom the powci of Mysoie by the assistance 
of the Compaii}'- 

17 If the piesent pioducc of these two piovinccs, aftei deduct- 
ing the chaiges of collection should be deemed unequal to the 
amount of subsidy to be defiaycd, the deficiency must be sought 
111 the countries boidcnng on the distiict of Juanpooi , and for 
this puipose eithci Azimghur 01 Goruckpooi, or both, must be 
lequiied 

18 Undei such an ariangcmcnt, the territories which would 
icmam to the Vizier would piobably be sufficiently piotectcd by 
the position which the Company’s tioops would nccessaiily 
occupy for the defence of the ceded countiies , and no division of 
militaiy foice would be icquiicd foi the cxpiess puipose of pro- 
tecting the Viziei’s terntoiy The continuance, howevci, of a 
legimcnt of native mfantiy at Lucknow might be expedient as a 
piotection to the peison of the Vizier, and a secuiity for the 
peace of the City If at any time the state of his Excellency’s 
lemammg teriitoiies should lequiie the presence of any part of 
the Biitish force, you would be empoweicd to issue the lequisite 
orders for that puipose 

19 If the Viziei should manifest a disposition to accede to 
the fill St proposal, contained in the eleventh paragraph of this 
despatch, the tiansfer of the government will be consideiably 
facilitated by the eaily adoption of effectual measures for the 
purpose of conciliating the minds of all persons whose interests 
or personal consideration may be affected by the dissolution of 
the existing government With this view, it will be pioper that 
suitable stipends or pensions should be settled on the principal 
nobles and officeis at piesent dependent on the Couit of Luck-/ 



now TO RECONCILE THE PEOPLE TO TOTAL CESSION 207 

noWj as well as on all military officers of lank and paiticulaily 
on those of the cavahy, who may lose then employments in con- 
sequence of the change of govcinment, 01 of the 1 eduction of the 
actual mihtaiy establishments of Oude Accordingly you will 
state for m}'- infoimation and ultimate oideis youi sentiments 
with icgard to the peisons for whom it may be expedient and 
just to piovide, and you will suggest the amount and mode of 
the piovision to be made foi the seveial classes 01 descriptions of 
claimants In the meanwhile, if the state of the negotiation 
with the Viziei for the iclmquishment of the civil and mihtaiy 
administiation of his dominions, accoiding to the plan of the 
Treaty of Tanjoie, should require jmui attention to the object of 
pioviding for individuals bcfoie jmu can leccive any detailed m- 
stiuctions from me on the subject, you will promulgate, in the 
most distinct mannci, such general and particular assurances, m 
the name of the Biitish Government, as shall appear to you 
calculated to tianquilhze the minds of those affected by the change 
of the administiation 

20 In considciing the measures to be adopted with the 
views stated m the preceding paiagiaph, it will occui to you 
that no proceeding can be moie calculated to conciliate all de- 
scriptions and classes of people, than a liberal attention to the 
religious establishments and chaiitable foundations of the countiy. 
I accordingly authorize you in the case supposed to take the 
necessaiy steps for affoidmg to the people of Oude the most 
ample satisfaction on this subject , and I desiie that you will 
fuinish me with a statement of such public endowments, of both 
the Hindoo and Mahommcdaii religion as you may propose to 
confirm or to extend 

I am, &c 

Wellesley 


33. To the Honourable the Secret Committee of the 
Honom'able the Court of Directors. 

Adpaiifagcs secured by the Ticafy ivifh the Nabob Vtaicr Ap- 
pointment of the Hon Henry Wellesley as tempoiary Commis- 
sioner in Oude. 

On the Ganges, neai Benares, 
November 14, iSoi 

Honourable Sirs, 

I I have the honour to tiansmit to you a copy of a treaty 
concluded by Mr Heniy Wellesley, and Lieut.-Colonel Scott, 
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with Ills Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, on the loth instant, at 
Lucknow, and ratified by my authority on this day 

2 The various discussions which have taken place during the 
admimstiation of my two immediate predecessois relative to the 
state and condition of the interests of the Company m Oude, 
combined with the documents which have already been submitted 
to your honouiable Committee, on the same subject during my 
administration, will render the general policy and objects of this 
treaty sufficiently manifest to your wisdom and experience It 
is however my intention, by the Moinmgton Packet now under 
despatch to tiansmit to you a detailed statement of the means 
which I have employed to accomplish this important arrangement, 
and of the beneficial consequences which I expect to derive fiom 
It to various branches of your affairs 

3 By the present despatch, I shall content myself with re- 
questing your attention to some of the leading advantages ob- 
tained by the successful issue of this measure 

4 The treaty effectually^secures the reduction of the Nawaub 
Vizier’s militaiy establishments within such limits as may be 
deemed sufficiently conti acted to effect the entire extinction of 
his military powei 

5 Youi honouiable Committee is aheady appiized that a con- 
siderable progress has been made during the past year in the 
reduction of his Excellency’s army, the third article of this 
treaty will accelerate the completion of that salutary reform, 
while it will afford peipetual secuiity against the revival of a 
similar danger 

6 In the place of his Excellency’s irregular and precarious 
military powei, is substituted such a British force as may be 
deemed adequate to our defence m that quartei m India, while the 
operation of this treaty exoneiates the British Government from 
the obligation of maintaining any definite or specified number of 
troops m the province of Oude, the Company being charged with 
the general defence of the Vizier’s dominions, and being relieved 
fiom all special engagement with regaid to the desciiption or 
amount of the force to be employed for that puipose 

7 A considerable augmentation is made m the amount of the 
subsidy for the purpose of embracing the expenses of the army 
to be maintained on our north-westein frontier, in the ceded dis- 
tricts, and m those reserved to the Vizier as well as the charges 
of administering justice, and of managing the revenue thiough 
the channel of the Company’s servants 
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8 The payment of the subsidy no longer rests on the faith of 
the native government of Oude, nor is subject to be affected by 
the corruption, imbecility and abuse of that vicious and mcorii- 
gible system of vexation and misrule 

9 The security of the subsidy is now established on the solid 
foundation of territorial possession, and the result of all accounts 
which I have been able to obtain, warrants a confident expecta- 
tion^ that under the wise and benevolent administration of the 
British Government, the territories ceded by this lyeaty will 
prove more productive, in a consideiable degree than they are 
repiesented to be m the statement of Jummah, contained in the 
first article of the treaty 

10 In addition to these advantages, your honourable Committee 
must derive great satisfaction fiom reflecting that the British 
Government under this tieaty will become the instrument of le- 
stoiing to affluence and prosperity one of the most feitile regions 
of the globe, now reduced to a condition of the most afflicting 
miseiy and desolation by the depiaved admmistiation of the 
native government of Oude 

11 Since my depaiture from the Piesidency, I have enjoyed 
frequent opportunities of contemplating the benefits diffused by 
the operation of the British system of government, over every 
part of the flouiishing and happy provinces which I have 
visited I can, therefore, declare my conscientious conviction, that 
no greater blessing can be conferred on the native inhabitants 
of India, than the extension of the Biitish authority, influence 
and power 

la. The authority of the Nawaub of Oude was sustained ex- 
clusively by his connection with the Company’s government, and 
the reputation and honour of the British nation in India, were 
deeply involved in the operation of that authority on the welfai e 
and happiness of those countries over which it was uphold en by 
tlie terror of our name, or exeicised by the immediate force of 
our arms Your honourable Committee will, theiefore, deem 
it natuial, that, having fiequently been leduced to the painful 
necessity of applying the influence of the British name, and the 
power of the British sword to the maintenance of a system so 
disgraceful in its principles, and ruinous m its effects, I should 
feel a considerable degree of satisfaction m substituting for such 
an admmistiation, the salutary influence of those legulations and 
laws, of which I have lecently witnessed and admiied the prac- 
tical wisdom and extensive benevolence 
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13 Your lionouiable Committee will further remark that by 
the opeiation of the sixth article of the treaty, the Company’s 
government has reserved the positive light of interference in the 
internal management of that part of the country retained by the 
Nabob Vizier, and you may be assuied of my uni emitting en- 
deavouis to exercise this right to such an extent as shall afford 
every practicable degiee of security foi the lives and pioperties 
of the Vizier’s remaining subjects, and shall preclude any disturb- 
ance of the peace and good order of our dominions from the 
vicinity of his Excellency’s admmistiation 

14. It is my intention to pioceed immediately to vest the ad- 
ministration of the ceded districts in the hands of the Company’s 
civil servants This measure appears to me to be indispensably 
necessary foi the puipose of securing all the important objects of 
the new arrangement I shall not however attempt to foim any 
settlement of the revenues, 01 to introduce any special code of 
regulations and laws, until sufficient time shall have been afforded 
for ascertaining the lesources of the country, and for investigating 
the local customs, usages, manners and dispositions of its inhabit- 
ants The immediate mtioduction of the Company’s civil servants 
in the administration of all the details of the government in all 
its branches will operate as an effectual control upon such native 
office! s and agents as it may be necessaiy to retain provisionally, 
and will facilitate the acquisition of that knowledge which 
must constitute the foundation of a permanent settlement of the 
country 

15 The peculiar character of the people of the ceded districts, 
and the obstacles which the aitifice and treachery of the Vizier 
or his dependants may be expected to oppose to the final settle- 
ment of the country under the British Government, will require 
the constant presence of an active and vigorous authority, until 
the foundations of the new arrangements shall be firmly estab- 
lished It IS, theiefore, my intention to place Mr Henry Welles- 
ley in the ceded districts for some time, with the most ample 
powers, for the purpose of settling the country, with the aid and 
assistance of such of the Company’s Civil servants as I have 
selected to co-operate with him in this arduous and salutary task. 

16 The discretion, temper, judgment, and firmness which 
Mr Wellesley has manifested, in the principal conduct of the 
negotiation with the Vizier have been the most efficient cause of 
its speedy, prosperous, and tranquil issue These qualities, com- 
bined with the authoiity which he naturally deiives from his near 
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connexion with me, have induced me to consider him to be the 
most useful instiument which I can employ on this occasion 
In the course of a year, or possibly within a shoitei period of 
time, I tiust that the settlement of the ceded distiicts may be so 
far advanced as to enable me to withdiaw Mi Wellesley, and 
to leave the administration of the countiy neaily m the same 
foim as that of Benares, with such diffeiences as may be required 
by the greatly su^Dcrior magnitude of the dominion ceded by this 
tieaty 

17. In the pi ogress of the impoitant arrangement which I 
have introduced into Oude, I have fiequently had occasion to 
applaud the zeal, diligence, and addiess of Lieut -Colonel Scott 
Since Mr Wellesley’s ariival at Lucknow, Lieut -Colonel Scott’s 
uni emitting exertion of the same qualities has had its full share 
111 the success of the negotiation and Mr Wellesley has, in an 
official letter to me, stated his high sense of Lieut -Colonel Scott’s 
merits and his public acknowledgment of his eminent services 
I therefoie propose to leave Lieut -Colonel Scott m the Re- 
sidency at the Vizier’s Court, in which situation consideiable 
talents, knowledge, and vigilance, will be lequired for the pur- 
pose of securing the timely accomplishment and continued effect 
of the stipulations of the treaty lelative to the teriitoiles retained 
in the Vizier’s hands. 

I have the honour to be. 

Honourable Sirs, youi’s, &c 
^ Wellesley. 


V. MAHRATTAS. 

I English Intervention. 

34. The Marquess Wellesley to the Secret Committee of the 
Honom’ahle Court of Directors 

The Crisis at Poonah, and the Govei nor-Geiierat s mezus and 

action til consequence 

Fort William, Dec. 24, 1802 

Honourable Sirs, 

I Your honourable Committee will receive by the ships 
which remain to be despatched to England fioiri Bengal in the 
course of the piesent season, a detailed nairative of the events 
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and tiansactions m the Mahratta empire, which have terminated 
in a crisis of affairs among the Mahratta powers, highly m- 
teiestmg to the political relations of the British powei in India 
The same conveyance will furnish you with a detail of the 
negotiations conducted by the resident at Poonah, undei my 
authority, with a view to the accomplishment of the important 
object of compiehendmg the Mahratta states in the general 
system of defensive alliance with the honourable Company and 
its allies, on the basis of the tieaty concluded with his Highness 
the Nizam, in the month of October, 1800 Your honouiable 
Committee will also receive by the same channel every docu- 
ment relative to the system of measures which I have deemed 
it necessary to adopt for the security and promotion of the 
Biitish interests in the present crisis of the affaiis of the 
Mahiatta empiic. 

0 , I am anxious, howevei, to submit to your honourable Com- 
mittee, at the earliest piacticable period of time, a summary 
view of these important occuirences, of the principles by which 
I have been governed in the course of policy which I have 
pursued, and of my expectations with regard to the final result 
of the actual crisis of affairs in India 

3 The annexed copy of the instructions of the Governor- 
General m council, to the resident at Poonah, under date 
June 23, 1802, (A) contains a review of the conduct and dis- 
position of the State of Poonah towards the British Government, 
since the commencement of my administration, down to that 
period of time 

4 Under those instructions, the resident at Poonah renewed 
the negotiations for the conclusion of an improved system of 
alliance with that Couit The increased distractions in the 
Mahratta state, the rebellion of Jeswunt Row Holkai (illegiti- 
mate son and successor of the late Tuckojee Holkar) against 
the combined forces of the Peishwa and Scmdiah, appeared to 
constitute a ciisis of affairs favourable to the success of our 
negotiations at Poonah 

5 In the course of the discussions which ensued between the 
Resident and the court of Poonah, the Peishwa manifested a 
solicitude to contract defensive engagements with the honourable 
Company, under circumstances of more apparent sincerity than 
had marked his conduct on any former occasion The Peishwa, 
however, continued to withhold his consent to any admissible 
modification of the Governor-General’s propositions, until Jes- 
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wunt Row Holkar, at the head of a formidable army, actually 
arrived m the vicinity of Poonah The superiority of Jeswunt 
Row Holkar’s troops in number and discipline to those of the 
Peishwa and Dowlut Row Scmdiah, rendered the issue of any 
contest neaily ceitam. The Peishwa, however, anticipated equal 
difficulty and hazaid, and equal disgiace to his authoiity, m the 
success of either paity Nor was the menaced usuipation of 
Jeswunt Row Holkar more formidable to the Peishwa than the 
alternative, of the levival and confirmation of the ascendancy of 
Scmdiah , whose tioops composed the greater pioportion of the 
army destined to oppose the pi ogress of Jeswunt Row Holkar 
6 Undei these circumstances the Peishwa, on the 14th of 
October, despatched his principal minister to the British Re- 
sident, chaiged with definitive proposals for the conclusion of 
defensive and subsidiary engagements with the British Govern- 
ment Those proposals are detailed in the annexed memoiial 
marked B Duiing the discussions which ensued on the basis 
of those propositions, the evasive conduct of the Peishwa excited 
consideiable doubts of his sincerity, even at that stage of the 
negotiation , and on the 34th of October, when the army of 
Jeswunt Row Holkar had arrived within a few miles of Poonah, 
the Peishwa despatched a deputation to that chieftain with 
distinct proposals for an accommodation, which Jeswunt Row 
Holkar 1 ejected At the instance of the Peishwa, Suddasheo 
Bhow, the commander of the combined foices of the Peishwa 
and Scmdiah, had previously marched with the army under his 
command from Poonah, and had occupied a position m the 
vicinity of Jeswunt Row Holkar’s camp On the morning of 
the 35th the two aimies engaged, and on the same day, with a 
view to be prepaied for every event, the Peishwa moved fiom 
Poonah at the head of his remaining tioops , and at the moment 
of marching sent his minister to the British Resident with a 
paper, of which a translation is annexed to this despatch (C) 
The minister Ragonath Row offered to the British Resident 
the fullest assurances of the Peishwa’s intention and meaning, 
that a general definitive alliance should be concluded and carried 
into effect at the earliest piacticable period of time, between 
his Highness and the honouiable Company, on the fundamental 
principles, and in conformity to the system of operation detailed 
in the paper to which this paiagraph refers 

7. In consequence of this transaction, the British Resident 
judged it to be expedient to suggest to the Right Honourable 
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the Goveinoi of Fort St George, and to the Honouiable the 
Governor of Bombay, the necessity of piepanng a body of 
tioops, undei the authoiity of those piesidencies i espectively, 
foi the eventual support of the Peishwa’s government, and foi 
the piotection of his pci son The Resident at Poonah trans- 
mitted a similai application to the Resident at Hydeiabad, for 
the eventual sci vices of a considciablc detachment fiom the 
subsidiaiy foicc stationed with his Plighncss the Nizam 

8 The engagement bctw'cen the combined aimy of the 
Pcishw'a and Scmdiah, and that commanded by Jcswmnt Row' 
Holkar tciminatcd in the total defeat of the combined army, 
w'lth gicat loss At the close of the action, the Pcishw'a ictired 
wuth a small body of cavahy to a fortress in the vicinity of 
Poonah, wdiencc he piosccutcd his maich tow'ards the Concan. 
The city of Poonah icmained in the charge of an officer m the 
service of the Pcishw'a, wdiilc Jcswmnt Row' Holkai continued to 
occupy a camp at the distance of foui miles from Poonah The 
primary object of jeswunt Row' Holkai was to obtain possession 
of the Pcislnva’s peison, and to compel his Highness to establish 
such an admmistiation as might sccuie Jeswaint Row Holkar’s 
ascendancy in the state, to the exclusion of Dowdut Row Scin- 
diah’s influence If this plan should fail, the next piojcct of 
Jesw'unt Row' Holkar was to invite to Poonah, Amrut Row' (son 
of the late Rugghoonaut Row', or Ragobah,) to place the son 
of Amiiit Row on the musnud and to invest Amiut Row w'lth 
the office of prime minister, w'hile Jesw'unt Row Holkar should 
assume the geneial command of the tioops of the state 

9 This crisis of affairs appealed to me to afford the most 
favourable opportunity for the complete establishment of the 
interests of the Biitish power in the Mahiatta empire, w'lthout 
the hazard of involving us in a contest W'lth any paity The 
pow'er of Jesw'unt Row Holkar possessed no solid foundation m 
the justice of his cause, in popular opinion, or in the extent of 
political 01 mihtaiy lesouice It could not be doubted that 
Scmdiah w'ould employ every effort to letiieve the disgiace and 
to aveit the danger of his lecent defeat The continuation of 
the contest betw'een those chieftains w'ould piobably w'eaken the 
pow'er, and impaii the lesources of both, and w'ould afifoid to the 
British Government an opportunitj' of intei posing its influence 
and mediation foi the lestoiation of the Peishw'a’s just authority, 
under teims calculated to secuie our lelations W'lth the Mah- 
ratta empire, on the basis of a general defensive alliance and 
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icciprocal guaiantec, both ith the Peishwa and with Dowlut Row 
Scindiah, accoiding to the piinciples of the tieaty of Hydciabad, 
concluded in Octobei, iSoo. No leasonable apprehension existed 
that the progicss of this system of policy would be obstiuctcd, 
cithei by the union of the contending paities, 01 by the decisive 
success of eithci chieftain , noi indeed could I apprehend any 
combined 01 scpaiatc opposition from eithci in the piosccution 
of my Mcvs 

10 Undci these consideiations, I confiimed the engagement 
concluded between the Peishwa and the Resident at Poonah, on 
the day on which I received it, and I accordingly instiucted the 
Resident to signify to his Highness my latification of that 
engagement, and ni}'- icsolution to employ every effort of the 
Biitish pover foi the restoiation of his authoiity The Biitish 
Resident was also instiucted to direct his attention to the im- 
pro\emcnt of the teims of the pioposed alliance, by endea- 
vouring to obtain the Peishwa’s consent to those stipulations, 
vhich his Highness had hitherto lejected, and to such additional 
concessions as appealed to be expedient foi the bettei secuiity 
and impiovcmcnt of the Biitish interests in that quartei of 
India , and the Resident was further directed to avail himself 
of the caihest opportunity of reducing the pioposed conditions 
of alliance to the foim of a definitive treaty At the same time 
I tiansmitted instiuctions to the Governors of Fort St Geoige 
and Bombay, and to the icsident at Hydeiabad, confiiming the 
requisition of the Resident at Poonah, foi assembling tioops at 
the pioposed stations, vith a view to fulfil the engagements con- 
cluded vith the Peishva Desiious of compichendmg the prin- 
cipal branches of the Mahiatta empire in a geneial system of 
defensive alliance and guaiantcc, on the basis of the engage- 
ments so happily concluded with his Highness the Nizam, in 
Octobei, iSco I detci mined to combine with the measuics to 
be adopted foi the restoiation of the Peishwa, the lenewal of 
my invitation to Dowlut Row Scindiah to partake the benefits 
of the defensive alliance, and I accoidingl}'^ instiucted the 
Resident at Scindiah’s Court to piocced fiom Futtehgurto that 
chieftain’s camp with the utmost practicable expedition, for the 
purpose of conceiting with Scindiah the means of restoring the 
Peishwa to the musnud, and of proposing to Scindiah the teims 
under which that chieftain might be admitted to the benefit 
of the geneial defensive engagements concluded with the 
Peishwa. 


Cil6 THE PEISHWA^S FLIGHT. VIEWS &- CONDUCT OF HOLKAR 

II The details of the measuics to be adopted for the com- 
pletion of oui engagements to the Pcishwa weie necessarily- 
confided to the diicction and judgment of the Resident at 
Poonah , but that officei was mstiucted to adopt evciy piac- 
ticable piccaution to picclude evciy iisk of hostilities between 
the British tioops and those of Jcswunt Row Holkai, and to 
endeavoui to secuie the accomplishment of our views by the 
means of amicable negotiation 

'12 In the actual state of the affaiis of the Mahratta empire, 
it would have been a measuie of indispensable precaution to 
have assembled a considciablc aimy of observation upon the 
fiontiei of the Mahiatta tciritoiics. This impoitant consideia- 
tion, combined with the communication which the right honoui- 
able the Governor of Foit St Gcoigc had icceived from the 
Resident at Poonah, of the progicss of oui negotiation with the 
Pcishwa, had induced his Loidship to issue ordcis for assembling 
a considciable aimy within the ceded distiicts, without awaiting 
the aiiival of my insti notions foi that puiposc The honourable 
the Governor of Bombay puisued the same wise and salutary 
couisc of vigilance and pi udencc, by placing in a state, of pie- 
paiation, foi immediate scivicc, the disposable foice at that 
Presidency A considciablc detachment of the subsidiaiy force 
at Hyderabad was also diiected by the Resident at Hyderabad 
to be piepaicd foi eventual service in the field m confoimity to 
the lequisition of the Resident at Poonah 

13 By advices leceivcd subsequently to the despatch of my 
instiuctions to the Resident at Poonah, and to the Governors 
of Fort St Geoigc and Bombay, I was informed that the 
Peishwa had effected his letrcat to Mhar, a foit situated on the 
iivei of Bancoote m the Concan, and that Plolkai now despaired 
of the success of his endeavours citlier to obtain the Peishwa^s 
voluntaiy return to Poonah, 01 to seize his Highness’s person, 
that Holkai had detached a foice to Jejooiy (a foit situated m 
the vicinity of Poonah, and being the actual lesidence of Amiut 
Row), and had bi ought Amiut Row to Poonah with the inten- 
tion of.mvesting Amrut Row with the general administration of 
affairs, and of placing the son of Amrut Row on the musnud, 
while Jeswunt Row Holkai pioposed to assume the general 
command of the army of the state To this arrangement I was 
further mfoimed that Amrut Row was not disposed to accede, 
I also leceived advice that the Peishwa had signified to the. 
Government of Bombay, thiough the officers stationed at Ban- 



REASONS FOR RECEIVING THE PEISHWA AT BOMBAY 

coote, a desiie of eventually seeking an asylum at Bombay, and 
that Ins Highness had solicited the Government of Bombay to 
direct a ship to be piepaied at Bancoote foi his Highness’s con- 
veyance to Bombay or to Bassem, if such a measure should 
appear to be necessary for the safety of his peison The honour- 
able the Governoi of Bombay complied with the latter applica- 
tion, by diiecting the ship Heiailean to proceed to Bancoote, 
and to be piepaied for the Peishwa’s eventual accommodation 
The Resident at Poonah being appiized of these circumstances 
suggested to the Governor of Bombay the expediency of dis- 
coui aging the Peishwa fiom seeking an asylum vithin the British 
tenitoiy, until my sentiments and intentions with respect to the 
affairs of the Peishwa should be made known, and the Resident 
recommended that the Peishwa should be advised to maintain 
his position at Mhai to the latest possible peiiod of time con- 
sistently with the safet}^ of his Highness’s peison 

14 Under the deteimination which I had adopted of employ- 
ing every effoit for the restoration of the Peishwa’s authoiity, 
and in the actual situation of the Peishwa’s affaiis, it appeared to 
me to be extiemely desirable that the Peishwa should imme- 
diately place himself under the piotection of the Biitish power 
by retiring to Bombay I consideied that this measure would 
piecludeall hazard of precipitating hostilities with Jeswunt Row 
Holkar, by any advance of the Biitish tioops for the piotection 
of the Peishwa’s person, and would enable the Biitish Govern- 
ment to open a negotiation with Jeswunt Row Holkar for the 
lestoiation of the Peishwa to the musnud of Poonah, under 
eveiy cii cumstance of advantage This event would also enable 
us to combine with oui other measures, under great advantage, 
the proposed negotiation with Scmdiah for the conclusion of 
defensive arrangements It was obvious, also, that the Peishwa’s 
ai rival at Bombay would afford the most favourable opportu- 
nity for the adjustment of the terms of the definitive alliance 
with the Peishwa on the basis of my oiiginal propositions, with 
the addition of such stipulations as might appear to be expedient 
with reference to the actual crisis of affaiis 

15 With these sentiments, I transmitted instructions to the 
Government of Bombay for the reception and accommodation 
of the Peishwa at that Presidency, and for regulating the conduct 
of that government m conformity to the measures which I had 
resolved to adopt 

16 Since the despatch of those instructions, I have received 
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advices fiom Poonah stating, that, although Amiut Row con- 
tinues to be adverse to the aiiangement proposed by Jeswunt 
Row Holkar, the affaiis of government are conducted under the 
authority of Amiut Row^s name, and that a considerable force 
had been detached to the Concan with a view to seize thepeison 
of the Peishwa By advices fiom Bombay it appealed that the 
Peishwa had availed himself of the offer of the ship Herculean, 
and had proceeded on that ship to a stiong fort in the Concan, 
named Severndroog, where his person might piobably be secure 
against the attempts of the usuiper 

17 The despatches fiom Bombay fuither state that the 
Peishwa had foimally recognized the engagements concluded 
between him and the British Resident, and had applied foi a 
detachment of British troops in part of the stipulated subsidiary 
force, foi the immediate piotection of his peison 

18 By the latest accounts it appeals that Dowlut Row Scin- 
diah IS collecting his forces with a view of opposing Jeswunt Row 
Holkar, and that Scmdiah has actually commenced his march 
from his capital of Ougein towards Pdonah 

1 9 Both J eswunt Row Holkar and Amrut Row have employed 
eveiy endeavour to induce the Resident at Poonah to continue at 
that city, manifestly with the view to obtain the countenance 
of the British Government in sanctioning the pi ejected revolution 
in the government of the Mahratta empire The Resident has 
piudently 1 ejected every advance of this nature, ‘ and has per- 
sisted in his resolution to retire to Bombay, foi which presi- 
dency he with difficulty obtained permission to depart on the 
28th ultimo 

20 At the conferences holden by the Resident with Amrut 
Row and Jeswunt Row Holkar, on the eve of the Resident’s 
depaiture fiom Poonah, both those chieftains expiessed their 
solicitude for the preservation of the fiiendship of the British 
Government, and directly and earnestly appealed to the Resident 
for his advice in the present situation of affairs Jeswunt Row 
Holkar expressly intimated a wish for the mediation of the 
Resident, for the express purpose of effecting an accommodation 
with the Peishwa The Resident mfoimed Jeswunt Row Holkar 
that for this purpose it was indispensably necessary that both 
parties should consent to lefer their diffeiences to the mediation 
of the British Government but that the Resident could not 
undertake such mediation without the orders of the Governor- 
General The Resident at the same time advised Amrut Row 
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and Jeswunt Row Holkai to explain their views by a diiect 
application to the Governor-Geneial At the Resident’s final 
inteiwiew with Amrut Row, that chieftain delivered thi ee letters 
to my addiess, one from himself, and the others fiom the peisons 
who at piesent exeicise the functions of mmisteis of the State 
The purport of those letters is to solicit the countenance and 
support of the British Government by the appointment of a 
Resident in the place of Colonel Close, whose departure from 
Poonah to Bombay is lepresented by Amrut Row and his 
Ministers to be an abdication of his station of representative 
of the British Government at the Court of Poonah 

21 I have also had the satisfaction to receive from Dowlut 
Row Scmdiah a letter soliciting the continuance of the friend- 
ship of this Government towards his state and that of the Peishwa, 
and containing a request that I will act m concert with him in 
the present crisis of affaiis at Poonah 

22 This appeal to the British power from all parties concerned 
in the actual commotions of the Mahratta states, affoids the 
most favourable opportunity for our successful and pacific 
mediation 

23 In the present conjunctuie of the affairs of the Mahratta 
empire, your honourable Committee will remark that the British 
Government must either persevere m its pacific and equitable 
efforts for the restoiation of the Peishwa’s authoiity, or must 
abandon all hope consistently with our faith, honour, or per- 
manent interests of concluding with any of the Mahratta states, 
those defensive engagements, which are essential to the complete 
consolidation of the British empire in India, and to the futuie 
tranquillity of Hmdostan 

24 Reviewing the general state of affaiis m the 'Mahratta 
empire, I entertain a confident expectation of the complete 
accomplishment of all our views, and of the restoiation of 
tranquillity within the Mahiatta dominions, by the means of 
amicable negotiation It appears probable that Scmdiah will 
coidially co-operate with the British Government in the re- 
storation of the Peishwa’s authority, and will consent in the 
actual state of his own affairs to become a party in the pro- 
posed system of defensive engagement It cannot be supposed 
that Jeswunt Row Holkar will reject any reasonable proposals 
of accommodation supported by the combined power and in- 
fluence of the British Government and Scmdiah The intentions 
of the Rajah of Berar appear to be uncertain That chieftain 
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now ostensibly favouis the cause of Jeswunt Row Holkar , but I 
have eveiy reason to believe that the Rajah of Berar is actuated 
entirely by the cautious policy of appaiently favouring the cause 
of the successful paity His Highness the Nizam is disposed to 
concur in any couise of measures which the Biitish Government 
may adopt for the success of our mutual views of defensive alli- 
ance with the Mahratta states 

25 Since the commencement of this despatch I have received 
advices from Bombay, notifying the embarkation of the Peishwa, 
under convoy of the ship Herculean from Seveindroog for Bas- 
sein, and the arrival of Colonel Close from Poonah at Bombay on 
the 3rd instant 

%6 These events will probably accelerate the conclusion of 
defensive engagements with the Peishwa, and will enable Colonel 
Close immediately to open a negotiation with Amiut Row and 
Jeswunt Row Holkar 

27 I have directed Colonel Close and the Governor of Bombay 
to apprize your honourable Committee of the existing state of 
affaiis at the time when this despatch shall pass through Bombay 

I have the honour to be, 
with the greatest respect, 
honouiable Sirs, 

your most obedient and faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 

36. Tlie Marquess Wellesley to the Honourable the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors. 

The same subject Conchiston of the Treaty of Basscin 

Fort William, Februaiy 10, 1803 

Honourable Sirs, 

In my despatch to your Honourable Committee dated 24th 
December, 1802, forwarded overland, I had the honour to 
submit to you a statement of the late transactions m the Mah- 
ratta empire, and to explain to your Honourable Committee 
the system of policy which I considered it to be my duty to 
pursue for the security and improvement of the British inteiests 
in India, m the actual crisis of affairs at Poonah 

I am apprized by the Honourable the Governor of Bombay 
that in conformity to my instructions, it was his intention to 
forward to your Honourable Committee with that despatch 
a continuation of the narrative of events and proceedings in that 
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quaiter to the latest period of time That narrative will com- 
prehend the occurrences of a date subsequent to my last advices 
from Bombay, I shall therefore confine the present despatch 
to a statement of my general sentiments on the actual situation 
of affairs in the Mahratta empire, and of the course of policy 
which I propose to pursue 

Your Honourable Committee will be appiized by that de- 
spatch of the Honourable the Governor of Bombay to which 
the preceding paragraph refers, of the actual conclusion of a 
definitive treaty of defensive alliance between the British 
Government and his Highness the Peishwa 

The terms of that treaty being strictly conformable to the 
tenor of my original propositions to his Highness, and to the 
spirit of my subsequent instructions to the Resident at Poonah, 
I have not hesitated to ratify and confirm the treaty A copy 
of the treaty is annexed to this despatch The conclusion of 
this important arrangement promises to establish the British 
Intel ests in the Mahiatta empire on the most solid and durable 
foundation, and to afford additional security for the permanent 
tranquillity and prosperity of the British dominions m India 

The complete operation of this beneficial arrangement is how- 
ever still subject to doubt 

It has always been sufficiently manifest that the principal 
branches of the Mahratta state, are averse to an alliance between 
the British Government and the sovereign power of the Mahratta 
empire The distractions prevailing among the feudatory chief- 
tains afforded the most favourable piospect for the conclusion of 
such an alliance It is also evident that his Highness the 
Peishwa has been induced to conclude the treaty with the British 
Government by his conviction that no other means existed of 
recovering any portion of his just authority, or of securing the 
tranquillity of his dominions 

The knowledge of our ariangements with the Peishwa may 
induce Dowlut Row Scmdiah and Holkar, to compromise their 
differences and to offer to the Peishwa proposals for restoring His 
Highness to the Musnud of Poonah, which His Highness may 
be disposed to accept, notwithstanding the actual conclusion of 
engagements for that purpose with the British Government In 
such an event it is not my intention to attempt to compel the 
Peishwa to adhere to the faith of his engagements, at the hazard 
of involving the Company in a war with the combined Mahratta 
States. 
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If however the Peishwa should adhere to the faith of his 
engagements, and if the majoiity of the Mahratta Jageerdars 
and Chieftains, subject to His Highness’s authority, should 
concur in the restoration of the Peishwa’s authority under the 
treaty with the Company, I shall consider it to be my duty to 
proceed, without regard to any partial opposition on the part 
of Scmdiah, or of Holkar, either singly or united 

No leason, however, exists to justify an apprehension that in 
the event supposed, Scmdiah would proceed to such an ex- 
tremity, nor IS any such desperate course of proceeding to be 
apprehended from the Rajah of Berar Uncombined with the 
power of Scmdiah, Holkar will not probably venture to resist 
the Peishva Holkar has also anxiously solicited the arbitration 
of the British Government with respect to his claims 

Your honourable Committee will be apprised by the Govern- 
ment of Bombay of the state of affairs m Guzerat, where, I trust, 
an establishment is now formed, from which great advantages 
may be derived to the political, military, and commercial interests 
of the Company, m that quarter of India 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Wellesley 

Feb 14, 1803 

P S — Since the date of this letter I have received advices 
from the resident at Poonah to the 23rd ultimo , the general 
tenor of these advices appears to me to be of the most favourable 
description 

His Highness the Peishwa has despatched two of his principal 
officers to Dowlut Row Scmdiah for the express purpose of 
reconciling that chieftain to the arrangement which his Highness 
has concluded with the British Government 

His Highness the Peishwa has addressed letters to the several 
Mahratta chieftains subject to his Highness’s authority, who 
occupy the districts situated between Poonah and the river 
Kistna, apprising them of his alliance with the British Govern- 
ment, and directing them to join and co-operate with the British 
foices These circumstances have considerably diminished my 
apprehensions with regaid to the possibility of the Peishwa’s 
departure from the faith of his engagements 

Dissensions have arisen between Amrut Row and Jeswunt 
Row Holkar, which may be expected to produce a separation 
of mteiests between those chieftains Jeswunt Rov/ Holkar 
IS extremely embairassed by the want of money for the payment 
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of Ills troops, and is endeavouiing to supply the failure of his 
lesources by levying oppiessive contributions from the inhabi- 
tants of Poonah. That chieftain has repeated his propositions 
in a modified form to the Resident, for an accommodation with 
the Peishwa, and has solicited the mediation of the Resident, 
and of the Peishwa, for the satisfaction of his demands upon 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah As a proof of his sincerity, Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar has signified his intention of sending the females of the 
Peishwa ’s family to his Highness at Bassein. Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar has been equally earnest in soliciting the mediation of 
his Highness the Nizam 

The situation of affairs justifies a confident expectation of 
the speedy and happy conclusion of the late arrangements with 
his Highness the Peishwa, and of the amicable adjustment of 
the differences existing among the Mahiatta chieftains, through 
the mediation and influence of the British power 


36. The Marquess Wellesley to the Secret Committee of 

Directors. 

The same subject Restoi ation of the Peishiva to Poo7ia by 
- Major-General Wellesley 

Fort William, April 19, 1803 

Honourable Sirs, 

On the loth of Febiuary, 1803, I had the honour to submit to 
your honourable Committee, my sentiments respecting the 
situation of affairs m the Mahratta empire, and the course of 
policy by which I expected to accomplish the objects of the 
treaty lately concluded with liis Plighness the Peishwa, without 
the hazaid of involving the British Government in a war with 
the Mahratta power , and your honourable Committee has been 
apprized by a despatch from the Government of Bombay, trans- 
mitted in conformity to my directions, of the occurrences in the 
Mahiatta state to the 19th of January last 

Colonel Close will receive my directions to transmit to your 
honourable Committee, a narrative of the events which have 
occurred since the date of my last advices fiom the Peninsula, 
and he will relate to you the actual state of affairs at the time 
when this despatch shall reach Poonah and Bombay 

No event of importance has occurred at Bassein since the date 
of the latest communications to your honourable Committee from 
that quartei The Peishwa has uniformly continued to manifest 
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unequivocal pi oofs of his disposition to adhere to the faith of the 
engagements which he has contiactcd with the Biitish Govern- 
ment His Highness has dcmonstiated the most implicit con- 
fidence m the protection of the British powci, and has not 
appeared to entertain any disposition to accept the invitation 
of Scindiah to piocced to that chicftam^s camp On the i8th 
of Mai eh, his Highness leceivcd the ticaty of IHsscin, ratified 
by the Goveinoi-Gcneial in council, with demonstrations of the 
highest satisfaction. 

Yoiii honourable Committee has been informed, that Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah had ai rived at Indoic \vith a considciablc body 
of his foiccs, having piosecutcd his march from that station, 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah ciosscd the Ncibuddah, on the 4th of 
Fcbruaiy, and aimed in the vicinity of Burhaunpooi, on the 
23d of that month 

Colonel Collins arii\cd at the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
on the 27th of I'cbniaiy The advices which I rcceiv'cd fiom 
that ofiicci and from other quaiters, induced me to entertain 
suspicions, that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah (notwithstanding his ori- 
ginal application foi the aid of the Ihilish Govcinmcnt in re- 
storing order to tlic Mahratla empire) meditated an accom- 
modation with Jesw’unt Rao Holkar. and a confederacy with that 
Chteflam, and with the Rajah of Berai. for the purpose of fius- 
tiatmg the success of the anangements concluded between the 
Biitish Government, and the Peishw a, without how e\cr intending 
to piocecd to the despeiate extremity of provoking a contest 
with the British arms This suspicion was corroborated by the 
aitifices piactised at the camp of Scmdiah upon the aiiival of 
Colonel Collins, with a vicw^ of eluding the communication of 
the propositions, with w'hich Colonel Collins was chaiged under 
my authoiity, and the appearance of Scmdiah’s intentions be- 
came still moic unsatisfactory fiom the evasive and indirect, or 
vexatious lephes which Colonel Collins leceived to my pro- 
positions, aftei he had at length obtained access to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah 

Your honouiable Committee will not fail to contrast these 
systematic delays and evasions, with the solicitude previously 
expressed by Scmdiah foi the early ariival of Colonel Collins, 
and foi a full communication of my view's and intentions m the 
present ciisis This perverse course of policy, habitual to all the 
states of India, is the favourite praetice of the Mahratta pow’^ers. 
The most effectual mode of frustrating the objects of such a 
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system of artifice and deceit, is to pursue a direct and steady 
course with firmness and temper, avoiding every deviation which 
can tend to divert the counsels or arms of the British Govern- 
ment, from their destined purposes either of peace or war This 
principle constitutes the spirit and tenoi of all my instructions to 
the British Residents at the courts of the several native powers , 
experience has proved that a direct and steady couise of policy 
IS not less advantageous to our interests, than it is manifestly 
consistent with our dignity and honour With the greatest satis- 
faction, I request the attention of your honouiable Committee to 
a recent instance of the distinguished success of this system of 
pioceeding at the Court of Scindiah 

Colonel Collins having endeavoured, without success, to obtain 
from Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s ministers explicit replies to the 
propositions which he had offered to that Chieftain’s acceptance 
in my name, at length demanded a private audience of Scindiah 
By the judgment, firmness, and ability, which Colonel Collins 
exerted on that occasion, an explicit declaiation was obtained 
from Scindiah himself, disclosing in the most distinct and direct 
terms the views of that Chieftain 

Scindiah plainly declared to Colonel Collins, that, until the 
communications of the agent despatched to his Court, by his 
Highness the Peishwa, (foi the purpose of explaining the nature 
and extent of the engagements concluded between his Highness, 
and the British Government) should be received, Scindiah could 
not return a decided answer to the piopositions which had been 
stated to him on the part of the British Government, with legard 
to his accession to the treaty of Bassein as a contracting party 
Scindiah accompanied this declaration with a positive assurance, 
that he had no intention whatever to obstruct the completion of 
the arrangements concluded between the Peishwa and the British 
Government, and that it was his wish to improve the friendship 
at present subsisting between the Peishwa, the British Govern- 
ment, and his own State 

Of the sincerity of Scindiah’s declaration, I enteitam no doubt, 
because the course of policy which he has signified his intention 
of pursuing is manifestly the most consistent with his interests 
The security of Scindiah’s dominions, and of his state among 
the powers of India, cannot be placed on a permanent basis, 
unless it shall be connected with the restoration of order m the 
Mahratta empire, under the sanction and defence of the British 
Government. The interposition of our influence and piotection 

Q 
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has already lescued Scindiah from desti action, has prevented 
the accumulation of the whole foice of the Mahratta empire in 
the hands of a desperate and needy adventurer, and has pie- 
served the balance of power between the respective feudal States, 
by maintaining the pai amount authoiity of the Peishwa The 
extreme hazaid to which Scindiah’s power has been recently 
exposed by the success of the msui gents at Poonah, may have 
opened a moie distinct view of his leal interests, which are 
entiiely consistent with those of the British Government in the 
picsent Cl ISIS Scmdiah howevci, may have been desirous of 
recovering the exoibitant ascendancy which he had acquired 
at Poonah, and may appichend a peimancnt diminution of his 
influence m the Peishwa’s counsels, under the opciation of the 
tieaty of Bassein. But the influence of Scmdiah at Poonah had 
actually been subvcitcd, by the success of the insurgents pre- 
viously to the interposition of the Biitish mediation, and the 
existence of Scindiah’s Government had been greatly endangeied 
by the same event In this situation thciefore, the regret with 
which he may view the probable diminution of his influence at 
Poonah, may be sulflcicntly counterbalanced by his confidence 
in the security of his dominions, under the protection of the 
British Government On the other hand, from the moment that 
the intentions of the British Government had been avowed, it 
became the interest of Scmdiah to avoid every measure tending 
to expose him to the jealousy of a power, which commands the 
frontier of the most valuable portion of his dominions 

The sincerity of Scmdiah’s declaration is further confirmed 
by his continuance at Buihaunpoor, m a state of inaction, until 
the season, together with the progress of our foices, had advanced 
so far, that no exertion on his part could have enabled him to 
occupy Poonah, previously to the arrival of the Biitish troops at 
that capital 

This view of the subj'ect is not inconsistent with ScindialPs 
desire to delay his accession to the treaty of Bassein, and to the 
propositions immediately affecting his sepaiate interests, until he 
shall have received a direct communication from the Peishwa 
Scmdiah may wisely and justly withhold his assent to any new 
system of engagement, until he shall have ascertained the real 
sentiments of the Peishwa on the subject of the late treaty, 
together with the precise extent of the stipulations which that 
instrument contains. 

Nor IS the sincerity of Scindiah’s declaration incompatible with 
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the pi eject of a confederacy between Scindiah, Holkar, and the 
Rajah of Berar for purposes of a defensive nature, which I con- 
sider to be the extreme object of Scmdiah, in negotiating such 
a confederacy, without any views whatever of hostility towards 
the British power. 

Jeswunt Rao Holkar has continued to manifest an anxious 
desii e for the accommodation of his differences with the Peishwa 
and with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, by repeated applications to 
Lieut -Colonel Close for the arbitration of the British Govern- 
ment, and by the despatch of an agent of rank to Hyderabad, 
chaiged with a statement of the demands of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar and of Amrut Rao, and vested with authority to ne- 
gotiate, through the combined mediation of his Highness the 
Nizam and of the British Government, the adjustment of 
his demands on the Peishwa and on Dowlut Rao Scmdiah. 
The demands of Holkar, however, ha\m not been materially 
abated 

Colonel Close has endeavoured to persuade his Highness the 
Peishwa to offer to Holkar such concessions as might induce 
Holkar to compromise the subsisting differences, and to admit 
his Highness’s peaceable return to his capital His Highness, 
however, manifested an msupeiable aversion to offer any con- 
cessions to Holkar, whom he considered to be a lebel against 
the legitimate authority of the sovereign power of the Mahratta 
empii e 

Colonel Close, therefore, deemed it advisable to address a 
letter to Jeswunt Rao Holkar, communicating to that chieftain 
my sentiments on the subject of his demands, assuring him that 
the influence of the British Government would be exerted for 
the satisfactory adjustment of his claims on Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah, and that the British Government would guarantee any 
adjustment which Holkar might be able to effect of his demands 
on the Peishwa, and expressing an expectation that Plolkar 
would refrain from any opposition to the establishment of a 
British force within the Peishwa’s dominions. 

A negotiation appeals to have been opened directly between 
Holkar and Scmdiah for the accommodation of their differences, 
but no certain accounts have hitherto been received of its con- 
clusion or progress 

Holkar has continued to exercise the utmost degree of vio- 
lence and outrage upon the inhabitants of Poonah, foi the 
puipose of extorting money for the relief of his exigencies. This 

Q ^ 
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proceeding appeals to have excited universal disgust, and to 
have confirmed the lesolution of the majority of the Jageerdars 
and inhabitants of the Peishwa’s dominions to support his High- 
ness’s cause. 

Consideiable bodies of Holkar’s army have moved in different 
diiections without any othci appaient objects than those of 
obseivmg the movement of the troops assembled on the several 
frontiers of the Pcishwa’s dominions, and of facilitating the sub- 
sistence of the soldiers and followers of Holkar’s camps 

By the latest advices it appeals that Holkai has actually 
evacuated Poonah, and has marched with the mam body of 
his army in a northeily diiection towards Burhaunpoor The 
piobable object of that movement is, either to accelerate the 
issue of his negotiations with Scmdiah, oi to facilitate the means 
of acting offensively against Scmdiah, and at the same time to 
avoid the hazaid of hostilities with the united arms of the 
British Government, the Nizam, and the Pcishwa, and to main- 
tain a position favourable to an amicable negotiation with the 
allied powers 

This movement admits the unmtcriupted march of the com- 
bined forces of the allies to Poonah. Holkar must, therefore, 
have abandoned his hopes of effecting a i evolution in the govern- 
ment of Poonah, and of seizing a share m the administration 
The force of Plolkai is stated to amount to 40,000 cavalry and 
30,000 infantry, with 1 80 guns 

The intelligence which I have received from the Court of 
the Rajah of Berai, indicates that chieftain’s dissatisfaction at 
the conclusion of defensive engagements between the Biitish 
Government and his Highness the Peishwa 

Whatevei may be the aversion of the Rajah of Berar to the 
interposition of the British Government in the affairs of the 
Mahratta empire, any attempt on the part of that chieftain 
to obstruct the execution of the tieaty of Bassem, would be 
inconsistent with the systematic caution of his character and 
imprudent in the actual state of his military power, and in the 
exposed situation of his territories His just rights cannot be 
endangered, and may receive additional security by the lestora- 
tion of a regular authority at Poonah, under the protection of the 
Company 

In conformity to the plan of operations which I determined 
to adopt for the restoration of his Highness the Peishwa to the 
Qiusnud of Poonah, the whole of the subsidiary force stationed 
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With his Highness the Nizam maichcd from Hyderabad towards 
the western frontiei of his Highness’s dominions at the close of 
the month of Fcbluar5^ The tioops of his Highness assembled 
for the pm pose of co-opeiating with the subsidiaiy force, consist 
of ncaily 6,000 infantry and 9,000 cavahy The subsidiaiy 
force undei the command of Lieut -Colonel Stevenson consists 
of six battalions of native mfantiy 01 6,000 men, two legiments 
of native cavalry, and sixteen field pieces 

These combined foices reached Paiaindah, a station on the 
western fiontier of the Nizam’s dominions, situated at the 
distance of 116 miles fiom Poonah, on the 25th of Maich. 

I have gieat satisfaction in stating to your honouiable Com- 
mittee that the conduct of his Highness the Nizam, dining the 
whole couise of the late transactions in the Mahiatta state, has 
been unifoimly consistent with the obligations of his alliance 
with the Biitish Government, and that his Plighness has mani- 
fested a sinccie dcsiic to co-opciate with the British Govern- 
ment in the measuics adopted foi the lestoration of older in the 
Mahratta state His Highness has rejected evciy oveituie of 
the luling authoiity at Poonah, and of the Rajah of Berai, for 
the adjustment of the affaiis of the Mahratta cmpiie thiough 
any other channel than that of the Biitish Government 

By my instiuctions of the 2nd of Febiuaiy, Loid Clive (aided 
by the judgment of Lieut -Geneial Stuait, and legulated by 
contingent events) was cmpowcied to determine the actual 
peiiod of time at which it might be propei for the Biitish tioops 
to advance into the Mahratta teiritoiy, and the amount of the 
force to be detached fiom the mam body of the army for that 
purpose. 

Adverting to the expediency of secuiing the early ai rival of 
the British tioops at Poonah, and of confirming the favourable 
disposition which had been manifested by the Jageeidais in the 
southern teiritoiies of his Highness the Peishwa, as well as to 
the actual march of the subsidiaiy foice towards the Nizam’s 
western fiontier, and to the necessity of teimmatmg the depend- 
ing negotiations at the cailiest piacticable peiiod of time, Loid 
Clive was of opinion that the time was actually ai lived at which 
it was necessary for the British tioops to enter the Mahiatta 
territory, and his Loidship accoidingly, on the 27th Februaiy, 
instiucted his Excellency Lieut -General Stuart (then present 
with the army on the frontier of Mysore) to adopt the necessary 
measures foi that purpose. 
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111 consequence of the absence of Lieut -Geneial Stuart from 
the presidency of Fort St George, Loid Clive deemed it to be 
necessary that the extent of the force to be detached from the 
mam body of the army should be determined exclusively by the 
judgment of Lieut -General Stuart, and his Lordship accordingly 
referred that point to Lieut -Geneial Stuart’s discretion, under 
an additional reference to the general spirit of my instructions 
of the 2nd of Febiuary 

The extensive local knowledge and influence possessed by 
the honourable Major-General Wellesley, the personal inter- 
course established between Major-General Wellesley and the 
Mahratta chieftains on the fiontier of Mysore, and the confidence 
reposed by those chieftains in the approved talents, firmness, 
temper, and integrity of that officer, lendered him peculiarly 
qualified to discharge the complicated duties of the command 
of the detachment destined to proceed to Poonah That im- 
portant command required the united exertion of considerable 
mihtaiy skill, and of great political expeiience and discretion, 
Lord Clive accordingly desiied that Major-General Wellesley 
might be appointed to the command of the advancing detach- 
ment, and requested his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to 
furnish Major-Geneial Wellesley with instructions for the regu- 
lation of his conduct according to the spirit of my instructions 
to his Lordship of the 2nd of February 

In conformity to the foregoing directions, the Commander- 
in- Chief appointed a detachment from the mam body of the 
army assembled at Hurryhur for the purpose of advancing into 
the Mahiatta territory The detachment consists of one regi- 
ment of European and three regiments of native cavalry, two 
legiments of European and six battalions of native infantry, with 
a due proportion of artillery, amounting altogether to 1 500 cavaliy 
and 6,800 infantry, and to that foice was added 2,500 of his 
Highness the Rajah of Mysore’s horse Lieut -Geneial Stuart ap- 
pointed the honourable Major-General Wellesley to the command 
of that detachment, in conformity to Lord Clive’s suggestion 

Lieut -General Stuart directed the Honourable Major-General 
Wellesley — 

I St To encourage the southern Jageerdars to declare in favor 
of the Peishwa’s cause, to employ every means to leconcile 
their mutual animosities, and to induce them to unite their forces 
'With the advancing detachment for the purpose of re-establishmg 
his Highness’s government 
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sdly. To proceed to Meritch and foim a junction with the 
Peishwa, 01 if the Peishwa’s inarch to that station should be 
deemed unadvisablc 01 impiacticablc, to unite with such of his 
Highness’s chieftains and troops as might be theie assembled 
3dly. To open a communication and to foini a junction with 
the subsidiar}’’ foice advancing fiom Hyderabad^ and with the 
contingent of his Highness the Nizam 
4thly. To piocccd cventuallj’’ to Poonah, and to establish 
an oidci of things in that capital favourable to the ictuin of 
llie Peishwa, and to the accomplishment of the objects of the 
ticaty lately concluded bctw'ccn his Highness and the Biitish 
Go\ ernment 

It IS a most giatcful pait of iny duty to cxpicss to 5’'our 
Honouiablc Committee in the strongest tcims, my entiie ap- 
piobation of the zeal, alaciit}'’, and ability, with which the right 
Honouiablc Lord Clive and Lieut -General Stuart have com- 
menced the execution of my oidcis I entertain the highest 
estimation of the judgment, skill, and promptitude manifested by 
his Lordship and by Lieut -Gcncial Stuart, in regulating the 
details of the aiiangcmcnts for the successful accomplishment of 
the objects to w'hich my insti actions wcic directed 

The conduct of Loid Clive on this occasion, coircsponds with 
the unifoim tenoi of that cxcmplaiy spiiit, public zeal and honour-- 
able co-opcration with the supicme authoiity in India, wLich 
have animated cvciy act of his Lordship’s administration Re- 
peated cxpciicncc has inspiicd me with a deliberate confidence 
in the prospcious issue of cvcij'' important mcasuic cntiusted to 
his Loidship’s immediate execution In the exigency of CNcry 
public crisis and m various and exliaoi dinar)’- difficulties and 
dangeis, the cxcitions of Loid Clive in the service of the Com- 
pany, undei my oidcis, have been employed with heieditaiy 
cneigy and success i\I)' gratitude, icspcct, and affection, must 
ever attend his chaiacter and fame, and it would be a descition 
of the most sacied dut)- of my station to omit an)'- opportunity 
of lecommending Loid Clivers eminent public sci-viccs to the 
desen'cd giatitudeof the East India Company, and to the justice 
and favci of his Sovereign and of his countiy, 

A long course of useful and honouiablc seiwdces has lepcatedly 
obtained m)'- public testimony to the distinguished meiits of 
Lieut -Gencial Stuait, and has established the icputation of that 
rcveied and icspectable officci wnth gieat lustie m the high 
esteem of the Company and of the nation. On all occasions of 
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seivice, I have deiived the utmost possible advantage from the 
zealous application of the numeious qualifications which Lieut - 
Geneial Stuait possesses In the piesent instance, his extra- 
oidinary solicitude to execute my ordeis according to their true 
spiiit, the judgment, skill, and tempei which have marked all his 
proceedings and opeiations, and the ardent zeal which he has 
displayed foi the success of the service entrusted to his disci etion, 
demand my most coidial approbation 

If the impoitant aiiangements now in pi ogress should ter- 
minate with success, you will be indebted in a great degree to 
Lieut -Geneial Stuart for the happy accomplishment of a plan, 
which pi onuses a most poweiful augmentation to the security of 
the Biitish possessions in India, nor can I conceive a moie 
gloiious termination of a long and illustiious careei of public 
seivicc 

The detachment undci the command of Major-General Wel- 
lesley commenced its march fiom Huiiyhur on the 9th ultimo. 
By the latest accounts it appeals that the detachment had ad- 
vanced to a station near Mcritch, with the cordial support and 
co-opciation of the majoiity of the southern Jageerdars, and with 
eveiy appeal ance of geneial satisfaction among the inhabitants 
of the Mahratta teiiitoiy It was expected that the detachment 
would airive at Meritch on the 3rd of Apiil 

The Honourable the Governor of Bombay will communicate 
to youi honourable committee the progiess of events in the pro- 
vince of Guzzciat to the period of time when this despatch shall 
reach Bombay. 

By the latest accounts from that quarter it appears that the 
lebels, after having sustained seveial defeats by the combined 
army of the British Government and the Guicowar, had evacuated 
Guzzerat under circumstances which justify a confident expecta- 
tion of futuie permanent tranquillity in that piovince 

This situation of affaiis in Guzzerat is highly favourable to the 
successful issue of the measures now in a course of operation for 
the restoration of the Peishwa to the musnud of Poonah The arri- 
val, at Bombay, of his Majesty’s 78th regiment, which embarked 
from Fort William for that presidency, on the loth of February, 
has piobably coincided with the period of time when it might be 
expedient that his Highness the Peishwa should commence hiS 
march towaids Poonah 

Reviewing all the circumstances connected with the state of 
the Mahratta empire, I trust that your honourable committee 
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Will receive by tins despatch intelligence fiom Poonah and Bom- 
bay, of the pacific settlement of affaiis m the state of Poonah, 
and of the establishment of a Biitish subsidiaiy force m the 
seiwicc of the Peishwa. 

Your honourable committee will appreciate the importance of 
the successful accomplishment of the pioposed arrangements at 
Poonah m its relation to the maintenance of peace, and to the 
general security of our interests m India, and in its paiticular 
leferenceto the exclusion of the interests and influence of France 
fiom the Mahratta empire 

The impoitance of this object is considerable, with a view to 
the contingency eithei of peace 01 wai between Gieat Britain 
and France, m India In older to improve our relations with 
the Peishwa, and to oppose in the present ciisis eveiy attainable 
bairiei to the progress of France m India, I deemed it necessary 
to issue instructions to Lieut -Colonel Close, diiectmg his atten- 
tion to the impiovement of that article of the late tieaty with the 
Peishwa, which provides foi the eventual exclusion of Europeans, 
subjects of any state which may be at war with Great Britain, 
from the territories of the Peishwa 

I have the honoui to be, 
with lespect. 

Honourable Sirs, 

your most obedient and faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 


37. Treaty of Bassem 

Treaty of perpetual and general defensive alliance, between the 
Honourable English East India Company and his Highness the 
Peishwa Badjee Rao Ragonaiit Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahau- 
der, his children, heirs and successors, settled by Lieutenant 
Colonel Barry Close, Resident at the Court of his Highness, by 
virtue of the powers delegated to him by his Excellency the Most 
Noble Richard Marquis Wellesley Knight of the most illustrious 
order of Saint Patrick, one of his Britannic Majesty's Most 
Honourable Pi ivy Council, Governor General in Council, ap- 
pointed by the Honourable Court of Directors of the said Com- 
pany to direct and controul all their affairs in the East Indies. 

Whereas, by the blessing of God, the relations of peace, and 
friendship, have uninterruptedly subsisted foi a length of time 
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between the Honourable English East India Company and his 
Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder, and have been con- 
firmed at different periods, by tieaties of amity and union , the 
powers aforesaid adverting to the complexion of the times have 
determined, with a view to the preservation of peace and tran- 
quillity, to enter into a general defensive alliance, for the complete 
and reciprocal protection of their respective territories, together 
with those of their several allies and dependants, against the 
unprovoked aggiessions or unjust encroachments of all or any 
enemies whatever 

Article ist The peace, union and friendship, so long sub- 
sisting between the two states, shall be piomoted and increased 
by this treaty, and shall be perpetual The friends and enemies 
of either, shall be the friends and enemies of both, and the 
contracting parties agree, that all the former tieaties and agree- 
ments between the two states, now in force, and not contrary ta 
the tenour of this engagement, shall be confirmed by it 

Article 2nd If any power or state whatever, shall commit 
,any act of unprovoked hostility or aggression against either of 
the contracting parties, or against their lespective dependants 
or allies, and after due representation, shall refuse to enter 
into amicable explanation, or shall deny the just satisfaction 
or indemnity, which the contracting parties shall have le- 
quiied, then the contracting parties will proceed to concert 
and prosecute such further measures, as the case shall appear 
to demand 

For the more distinct explanation and effect of this agieement 
the Governor General in Council on behalf of the Honourable 
Company, hereby declares, that the British Government will 
never permit any power or state whatever to commit with 
impunity, any act of unpiovoked hostility or aggression against 
the rights and teiritories of his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahauder, but will at all times maintain and defend the same, in 
the same manner as the rights and territories of the Honourable 
Company, are now maintained and defended 

Article 3rd. With a view to fulfil this treaty of general 
defence and protection, his Highness Rao Pundit Puidhaun 
Bahauder agrees to receive, and the Honourable East India 
Company to furnish, a permanent subsidiary foice of not less 
than SIX thousand regular native infantry, with the usual pro- 
poition of field pieces, and European artillery-men attached, and 
with the proper equipment of warlike stores and ammunition^ 
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which force is to be accordingly stationed, m perpetuity m his 
said Highness’s teiritoiies. 

Article 4th Foi the legulai payment of the whole expence 
of the said subsidiary foice, his Highness Rao Pundit Puidhaun 
Bahaudei heieby assigns and cedes in perpetuity to the Honour- 
able East India Company, all the teriitories detailed m the 
schedule annexed to this treaty. 

Article 5th As it may be found that certain of the terii- 
toiies ceded by the foiegomg aiticle to the Honouiable Company, 
may be inconvenient fiom their situation, his Highness Rao 
Pundit Puidhaun Bahauder, for the puipose of lendering the 
boundaiy line of the Honouiable Company’s possessions, a good 
and well defined one, agrees, that such exchanges of talooks or 
lands shall be made hereafter, on teims of a fair valuation of 
then lespective levenues, as the completion of the said puipose 
may lequire, and it is agieed and covenanted, that the teiritoiies 
to be assigned and ceded to the Honouiable Company by the 
4th aiticle, or in consequence of the exchange stipulated eventu- 
ally in this article, shall be subject to the exclusive management 
and authority of the said company and of theii officeis 

Article 6th. Notwithstanding the total annual expence of 
the subsidiaiy foice is estimated at 25 lacs of lupees, his said 
Highness hath agiced to cede by article 4th lands estimated to 
yield annually the sum of 26 lacs of lupecs, the additional lac 
being intended to meet possible deficiencies m the levcnues of 
the said lands, and save the Honouiable Company from loss 

Article 7th Aftei the conclusion of this treaty, and as 
soon as the Biitish Resident shall signify to his Highness Rao 
Pundit Puidhaun Bahaudei, that the honouiable Company’s 
officeis are pieparcd to take chaige of the distncts ceded by 
aiticle 4th. his Highness will immediately issue the necessaiy 
Punvannahs or orders to his officers to dchvei over chaige of 
the same to the officeis of the honouiable Company, and it is 
heieby agieed, and stipulated that all collections made by his 
Highness’s officers, subsequently to the date of this treaty, and 
before tlie officeis of the honouiable Company shall have taken 
charge of the said districts, shall be earned to the credit of the 
honourable Company, and all claims to balance fiom the said 
distncts, referring to the penods antecedent to the conclusion of 
this treaty, shall be consideicd null and void. 

Article 8th All forts situated within the distiicts to be 
ceded as afoiesaid shall be dehveied to the officeis of the 
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lonourable Company with the said districts and his Highness 
Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder engages, that the said forts shall 
De delivered to the honourable Company without being injured 
3r damaged, and with their equipment of ordnance stores and 
provisions 

Article 9th Gram and all other articles of consumption, 
and piovisions and all sorts of materials for wearing appaiel 
together with the necessaiy numbeis of cattle, horses and camels, 
required for the use of the subsidiary force shall be entirely 
exempted from duties, and the commanding officer, and officers 
of the said subsidiaiy force shall be treated 111 all respects m 
a manner suited to the dignity and greatness of both states. 
The subsidiary force will at all times be ready to execute 
semces of impoitance — such as the protection of the person 
of his Highness, his heirs and successors, the overawing and 
chastisement of rebels, or exciters of distuibance in his High- 
ness’s dominions, and due correction of his subjects or depen- 
dants, who may withhold payment of the sircar’s just claims , 
but It IS not to be employed on trifling occasions, nor like sibundy 
to be stationed in the country to collect the revenues, nor 
against any of the principal branches of the Mahratta Empire, 
nor in levying contiibutions from Mahiatta dependants in the 
manner of Moolkgeery. 

Article loth Whereas much inconvenience has arisen from 
certain claims and demands of the Mahratta state, affecting 
the city of Surat, it is agreed, that a just calculation shall be 
made of the value of the said claims by his Highness Rao 
Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder and the government of Bombay ; 
and in consequence of the intimate friendship now established 
between the contracting parties, his Highness Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahauder agrees for himself, his heirs and successors, 
to relinquish for ever, all the lights, claims, and privileges of the 
Mahratta state affecting the said city of Surat, and all collec- 
tions on that account shall cease and determine from the day 
on which this treaty shall be concluded , in consideiation of 
which act of friendship, the Honourable East India Company 
agrees, that a piece of land yielding a sum equal to the estimated 
value of the said claims of the Mahratta state, shall be deducted 
from the districts ceded by article 4th And on the same pimciple, 
and from similar considerations, his Highness fuither agrees, 
that the amount of the collections made for the Poonah state, 
under the title of Nagabundy, m the Purgunnahs of Chourassy 
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and Chickly shall be ascei tamed, by an aveiage taken from the 
receipts of a ceitam numbei of yeais, or by such other mode of 
calculation as may be determined on , and his said Highness 
doth furthei agree, foi himself, his hens, and successors, to re- 
linquish foi ever the Nagabundy collections aforesaid, and they 
shall accordingly cease fiom the conclusion of this treaty, and it 
is agreed and stipulated that a piece of land yielding a sum equal 
to the amount of the said Nagabundy collections, shall be de- 
ducted from the distiicts ceded by article 4th m the same 
manner as stipulated m regard to the Choute of Surat 

Article iith Whereas it has been usual for his Highness 
Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder to enlist and retain m his 
semce Europeans of diffeient countries, his said Highness hereby 
agrees and stipulates, that m the event of War breaking out 
bebveen the English and any European nation, and of discovery 
being made that any European 01 Europeans m his service 
belonging to such nation at wai with the English, shall have 
meditated injury towards the English, or have entered into in- 
trigues hostile to their mteiest, such Euiopean or Euiopeans, so 
offending, shall be dischaiged by his said Highness, and not 
suffered to reside m his dominions. 

Article I 3 th. Inasmuch as, by the present tieaty, the con- 
tracting parties are bound m a general defensive alliance, for 
mutual defence and protection against all enemies, his Highness 
Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder consequently engages, never to 
commit any act of personal hostility and aggression against his 
Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah Bahauder, 01 any of the Honour- 
able Company’s allies 01 dependants, or against any of the 
principal branches of the Mahratta Empire, or against any power 
whatever, and m the event of diffeiences arising, whatevei adjust- 
ment the Company’s Government, weighing matters m the scale 
of truth and justice, may determine, shall meet with full appro- 
bation and acquiescence 

Article 13th And whereas ceitam differences, leferrmg to 
past transactions, aie known to subsist between the Siikar of his 
Highness Rao Pundit Puidhaun Bahauder and the Sirkai of 
his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah Bahauder, and whereas an 
amicable adjustment of those diffeiences must be highly desiiable 
for the welfare and benefit of both the said Siikars, his Highness 
Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder with a view to the above end, 
agiees, and accordingly binds himself, his heirs, and successors, 
to fulfil and conform to the stipulations of the treaty of Mahr , 
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and his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder fuither agrees, 
that on the basis of the fulfilment of the said treaty of Mahr, and 
of the claims of his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah Bahauder, to 
be totally exempted from the payment of Choute, the Honourable 
Company’s Government shall be entitled to arbitrate and deter- 
mine all such points, as may be in doubt or difference between 
the Sirkars of their Highnesses above mentioned , and his High- 
ness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder further agrees, that in the 
event of any differences arising between his government and that 
of his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah Bahauder, at any future 
period, the particulars of such differences shall be communicated 
to the Honourable East India Company, before any act of 
hostility shall be committed on either side, and the said Honour- 
able Company interposing their mediation, m a way suitable to 
rectitude, friendship, and union, and mindful of justice and 
established usage, shall apply themselves to the adjustment of 
all such differences, conformable to propriety and truth, and shall 
bring the parties to a right understanding And it is further 
agieed, that whatever adjustment of any such differences the 
Company’s Government, weighing things in the scale of truth 
and justice, shall determine, that determination shall, without 
hesitation or objection, meet with the full approbation and 
acquiescence of both parties It is however agreed, that this 
stipulation shall not prevent any amicable negotiations which 
the Honourable Company and the Courts of Poonah and 
Hyderabad, respectively, may be desirous of opening, pro- 
vided no such negotiation shall be carried on between any of 
the three parties, without full communication thereof to each 
other 

Article 14th Whereas a treaty of friendship and alliance 
has been concluded between the Honourable Company and 
Rajah Anund Row Guickwar Bahauder, and whereas the said' 
treaty was mediated and executed, without any intention that 
it should infiinge an^^ of the just rights or claims of his High- 
ness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder affecting the Sirkars of the 
said Rajah, his said Highness adverting thereto, and also to the 
intimate alliance now established between the contracting parties, 
doth hereby formally acknowledge the existence of the said 
treaty between the Honourable Company and Rajah Anund 
Row Guickwar Bahauder , and inasmuch as, by reason of certain 
unfinished transactions, the conclusion of which has been sus- 
pended from time to time, various demands and papers ofi 
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accounts aie found to subsist between the Government of his 
Highness Row Pundit Puidhaun Bahaudei and the Sirkai of the 
Rajah aforementioned, his said Highness, placing full reliance 
on the impaitiality, truth, and justice of the British Government, 
doth hereby agree, that the said government shall examine into, 
and finally adjust, the said demands and papers of accounts , 
and his said Highness furthei stipulates and binds himself, his 
heirs, and successors, to abide by such adjustment as the British 
Government shall accordingly determine 

Article 15th. The contracting paitics will employ all 
practicable means of conciliation to pi event the calamity of war, 
and for that purpose will, at all times, be ready to enter into 
amicable explanations with other states, and to cultivate and 
improve the general relations of peace and amity with all the 
pow^cis of India, according to the tiuc spirit and tenor of this 
defensive treaty But if a w^ar should unfortunately bieak out 
betw'een the contracting paities and any othci pow’^er wdiatever, 
then his Highness Row' Pundit Puidhaun Bahaudei engages, that 
with the reserve oftw'o battalions of Sepoj's, wdiich are to remain 
near his Highness’s peison, the residue of the British subsidiaiy 
force, consisting of foui battalions of Sepoys with theii artillery, 
joined by six thousand infantiy and ten thousand horse of his 
Highness’s owm tioops, and making together an army of ten 
thousand infantry and ten thousand cavalry, with the requisite 
tiain of aitillciy and w'aflikc stoies of every kind, shall be 
immediately put in motion, for the purpose of opposing the 
enemy and his Highness likewise engages to employ every 
further effort in his powei, for the purpose of bunging into the 
held, as speedily as possible, the wirolc foice w'hich he may be 
able to supply fiom his dominions, with a view to the effectual 
piosecution and speedy termination of the said w'ar The 
Honourable Company, in the same manner, engage on their 
parts, m this case, to employ in active opciations against the 
enemj^, the largest force they may be able* to furnish, over and 
above the said subsidiary foicc 

Article j6th Whenever w'ai shall appear probable, his High- 
ness Rao Pundit Puidhaun Bahauder engages to collect as many 
Brinjaiies as possible and to stow as much grain as may be 
practicable in his fiontier garrisons. 

Article 17th As, by the present treaty, the union and friend- 
ship of the two states is so firmly connected, that they may be con- 
sidered as one and the same, his Highness Rao Pundit Piirdhaun 
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Bahauder engages neither to commence nor to pursue in future, 
any negotiations with any other power whatever, without giving 
previous notice, and entering into mutual consultation, with the 
Honourable East India Company’s Government and the Hon- 
ourable Company’s Government, on their parts, hereby declare 
that they have no manner of concern with any of his Highness’s 
children, relations, subjects, or servants, with respect to whom 
his Highness is absolute 

Article i8th. Inasmuch as, by the present treaty of general 
defensive alliance, the ties of union are, with the blessing of God, 
so closely diawn, that the interests of the two states are become 
identified, it is further mutually agreed, that if disturbances shall 
at any time bleak out in the distiicts ceded to the Honourable 
Company by this agieement, his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahauder shall peimit such a piopoition of the subsidiary troops, 
as may be i equisite, to be employed in quelling the same within 
the said districts If distuibanccs shall, at any time, break out in 
any pait of his Highness’s dominions contiguous to the Company’s 
frontier, to which it might be inconvenient to detach any proportion 
of the subsidiary force, the Biitish Government, in like manner, 
if lequiied by his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder, 
shall diiect such propoition of the troops of the Company, 
as may be most conveniently stationed for the pui-pose, to 
assist in quelling the said disturbances within his Highness’s 
dominions 

Article 19th It is finally declared, that this treaty, which, 
accoiding to the foiegomg articles, is meant for the support and 
credit of his said Highness’s Government, and to preserve it 
from loss and decline, shall last as long as the sun and moon 
shall endure 

Signed, sealed, and exchanged, at Bassem, 
the 31st of December, Anno Domini 
1802, or the 5th of Ramzaun, Anno 
Higer3ei2i7 

A true Copy, B Close, 

Resident at Poona 

Ratified by the Governor General m Council 
II February 1803 
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Schedtile of the Territot tes ceded zn ferfetzdty, by His HzgJmess 
Bajee Rao Ragonaut Pzmdit Pzirdhaim Bahatider to the Hon-- 
oztrable English East India Company, agreeably to the fourth 
Article of the annexed Treaty. 

ist From the province of Guzerat and territories 
south thereof Dundooka, together with Chooia, 

Komapoor, and Gogo, 1,05,000 

Cambay, Choute, and Nassoor, 60,000 

South of the Taptie Purnair, 27,000 , Bootseei, 

6,200, Banwanny, 8,800, Balsur, 85,000, Paichole, 

1.07.000 , Soopa, 5I3OOO , Sarbaun, 30,000 , Wallow, 

30.000 , Bamdoo Kusbah, 7,900 , Waunsda Choute, 

7.000, Durumpoory do 9,000, Surat do. 42,100, 

Customs, 83,000 

Between the Taptie and Nerbuddah Oolpah, 

3.16.000 , Hansood, 85,000 , Octisier, 78,000 , Nun- 
dary, 65,000 Total south of the Taptie, and between 
Taptie and Neibuddah, 10,38,000 Deduct twenty 

per cent on account of decrease of revenue, 2,07,600 8,30,400 

Nahabundy of Chourassy and Chicldey, 20,000, 

Phoolpana, Coomarna Cattergom, 5,000 25,000 

2d From the territories near the Toombuddrah; 

Savanore, 26 Talooks, 10,22,838 , from Bankapoor, 

5,56,762 i 5 > 79 ^ 6 oo 

Grand Total 

Signed, sealed, and exchanged at Bassem, 

31st December, Anno Domini 1802, or 
the 5th Ramzan, Anno Higerm 1217 

A true Copy, 

Supplemental to the Treaty of Bassem, 1 803, 

A tieaty, consisting of nineteen articled, was concluded at 
Bassem, between the Honourable English East-India Company 
Bahauder and his Highness the Paishwa Badjee Rao Ragonaut 
Pundit Puidhaun Bahauder. The following articles of engagement 
are now agreed on and settled, as supplemental to the said Treaty, 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Barry Close, on the part of the said 
Honourable Company, and Anund Rao Vakeel, on the part of 
the said Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder, under full power and 
authoiity gi anted to them lespectively for the purpose 

R 


26,00,000 


B Close 
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Article ist That of the terntory ceded in peipetuity to 
the Honouiable East India Company by the said treaty of 
Basseiiij the country of Savenore, and Taalooks of Buncapoor, in 
the Carnatic, yielding an annual levenue of sixteen lacks of 
Rupees, shall be lestoied, in perpetuity, to the Sircai of the said 
Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder 

Article 2nd. That of the territory ceded in perpetuity to 
the English East India Company by the treaty of Bassein, the 
Puigunnah of Oolpah, in Guzerat, yielding a revenue annually 
of thiec lacks and sixteen thousand Rupees, shall likewise be 
restored, in perpetuity, to the Sircar of the said Rao Pundit 
Puidhaun Bahaudei, in order that it may be lestored to Nursing 
Khundy Rao, who has seiwed the Sircar with fidelity and at- 
tachment 

Article 3rd That a regiment of native cavalry, of the same 
strength and complement as the cavalry regiments belonging to 
the Hydeiabad subsidiary force, shall be added to the British 
Poona subsidiary force 

Article 4th In the fifteenth article of the treaty of Bassein 
it IS stipulated, that ten thousand cavalry and six thousand 
infantry, with a due proportion of ordnance and military stores, 
shall be furnished by the said Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder, 
and in addition theieto, such furthei force as the Sircar of the 
said Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudei should be able to bring 
into the field This stipulation is now annulled, and, m lieu 
thereof, it is agreed and covenanted, that m time of war the said 
Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudei shall appoint and fuinish five 
thousand cavaliy and thiee thousand infantry, with a due pro- 
portion of oidnance and military stores, and, in addition thereto, 
such furthei foice as the said Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder 
shall be able to bung into the field 

Ariicle 5th That a corps of Mahratta cavalry, amounting 
to five thousand, shall be maintained by the British Government 
duiing the piesent war, for the seivice of the Poona State, 
under the orders of the British Government , of which five thou- 
sand horse, two thousand shall serve with his Highness the 
Paishwa, and the remaining three thousand with the British 
army in the field , and in the said five thousand Mahratta 
cavalry are not to be included the Mahratta tioops serving with 
the British army under the chieftains Bapoojee, Gunneis Punt 
Goklah, and Sudojee Rao Nimalcar, which troops shall continue 
to be subsisted at the charge of Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahauder 
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Article 6th By the first and second ai tides of this agree- 
ment, teriitory, yielding an annual revenue of 19,16,000 rupees, is 
lestoied to the Sircar of Rao Pundit Puidhaun Bahauder, m 
lieu thereof, and foi the purposes heieafter mentioned, the said 
Rao Pundit Puidhaun Bahauder agrees and stipulates to cede, 
in peipetuity, to the honourable English East India Company, 
fiom the province of Bundcicund, conquered foi the Poona 
State by Ah Bahaudci, territory yielding an estimated annual 
revenue of 36,16,000 rupees, agieeably to the following detail 

1 In lieu of the countiy of Savenoie, and Taalooks of Bunca- 
pooi, in the Cainatic, and the Purgunnah of Oolpah, in Guzeiat, a 
tract of territory, yielding an annual revenue of 19,16,000 rupees 

2 On account of the stated high value of Oolpah, a tract of 
teiritory, 3nelding an annual levenue of 50,000 lupees, in excess 
for that Puigunnah 

3 To bear the entire expence of the regiment of cavahy 
mentioned in article III , a tract of tcrritoiy, yielding an annual 
icvenue of 7,50,000 rupees 

4 To sei-ve as an equivalent foi the cxpcnce to be incuiicd 
b)'- the British Government, m paying and maintaining, duimg 
the picsent war, the five thousand cavalry mentioned m aiticle 
V, a tract of territoty, yielding an annual revenue of 5,00,000 
lupces, and lastly, a tract of territory, jnelding an annual levenue 
of 4,00,000 rupees, to meet the extraordmar)?- expeiice which 
the Biitish Government must be subject to, m establishing 
Its authoiity in Bundcicund, which is disturbed and ravaged by 
rebels, who must be subdued and punished 

Total ceded fiom Bundcicund 36,16,000 lupees 

Article 7th The whole of the foregoing teiritory, ceded, as 
above, from Bundcicund to the honourable English East-India 
Company, shall be taken from those quaitcrs of the province 
most contiguous to the British possessions, and in every lespect 
most convenient foi the British Government 

Article 8th Inasmuch as the Purgunnah of Oolpah was 
paiticularly valuable to the honouiable Company’s Government, 
by reason of its pioximity to the city of Suiat, m the piosperity 
of which the British Government beais an anxious concern, it is 
accoidingly agiccd and stipulated, that the said Puigunnah of 
Oolpah shall be so managed and governed, at all times, by the 
Mahratta authoiity, as to conduce to the convenience of the said 
city, by attention to the rules of good neighbouihood, and the 
promotion of an amicable and commeicial mteicouise between 

R 2 
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the inhabitants of both sides And inasmuch as the sovereignty 
of the river Taptee doth belong to the British Government, it is 
accoidingly agreed and covenanted, that the Mahratta authority 
in Oolpah shall have no right or concern whatever in the wreck 
of any vessel that may be cast upon any part of the Oolpah 
teriitory, connecting with the said river Taptee, but be bound, in 
the event of any such wreck, to render the vessel all practicable 
aid, for which the parties assisting shall be entitled to receive 
from the owners of the wreck a just and reasonable compensation. 

Signed, sealed, and exchanged, at Poona, 
the i6th December, Anno Domini 1803, 

01 the Tst Ramzaun, Anno Higeiasii^iS. 

Ratified by the Governor General in Council, the 
7th January, 1804 

2 Policy of the Treaty of Bassein 

38 The Honourable G. H. Barlow, Esq. to the Marquess 

Wellesley 

Approval of the policy of the Treaty 

(Private) July 12, 1803 

My Loid, 

I do myself the honour of enclosing the draft of a note to your 
Excellency, which I had prepared this morning I trust you will 
excuse my sending it in an almost illegible state, and on scraps 
of paper. I had intended to copy it fair, but it has extended to 
a greater length than I had expected , and not being very well, 

I do not feel myself quite equal to the task In its present state, 
it will, I trust, answer equally well the purpose of conveying to 
your Excellency what has occurred to me on the subject of the 
question discussed yesterday 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 

your Excellency’s most faithful, and obedient servant, 

G. H Barlow 

(Enclosure ) 

Conceiving it may be satisfactoiy to your Lordship to know 
what has occurred to me on a deliberate consideration of the im- 
poitant question discussed yesteiday, I shall do myself the , 
honour of stating the result No doubt was entertained, as far 
as related to the question of right and justice, that the British 
Government was at full liberty to prosecute the present plan of 
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measures, or to dcclaie the alliance with the Pcishwa void If 
any difficulty existed with icgaid to this bianch of the question, 
it was to assign leasons for dcclaiing the alliance at an end with- 
out ha/aiding an impeachment of oui good faith 

It only icmamcd, therefore, to deteimine whcthci good policy 
icquiied oui pcrseveiing 01 withdrawing, under the unexpected 
ciicumstanccs of the total inability of the Pcishwa to fulfil his 
pait of the engagements, of the piobability of hostilities with 
Prance, of the pait taken by the Rajah of Bciai, and the con- 
fcdciacy foimed between Scindiah, the Rajah of Bciar, and 
ITolkai, of the certainty of the appi caching dissolution of the 
Ni/am, and of the natuic of the oidcis received fiom England. 

If we abandon the alliance, and withdiaw our forces, (what- 
cvci may be the reasons we may assign for the measure,) no other 
constiuction will be given, both by friends and enemies, to this 
change of policy but this , that we wcic at least doubtful of the 
success of the impending militaiy opciations They will never 
believe that in the picsent advanced stage of the business, and 
after all the dcclaiations which have been made by oui ministers 
at the Mahiatta courts, that we should abandon a plan which 
has been pursued with uni emitting perseverance foi a course of 
years, and the advantages of which to our inteicsts are so obvious, 
but from an appichcnsion of our inability to lepel the opposition 
which has been raised to the consolidation of our alliance with 
the Pcishwa. What will be the effect of this impicssion on the 
minds of oui fiiends and enemies? Our fiicnds will no longer 
enteitain their picsent implicit confidence m our power and pro- 
tection, and our enemies will make all India lesound with shouts 
of tiiumph at oui having yielded the field to them. The mis- 
chievous consequences which must be pioduccd by this change 
m the sentiments of the states of India with icspcct to the 
British powei, cannot be calculated. 

But IS it ccitain, in the event of our withdrawing our foices, 
that we should be allowed to ictam the countries ceded to us by 
the Pcishwa to indemnify us foi the expense of the measures un- 
dci taken foi his support ? Is it not to be appichcndcd that the 
power which might succeed in usurping the authoiity of the 
Poonah Goveinmcnt, would cndcavoui to compel us to relinquish 
those countries, by committing continued depredations in them, 
in the confidence that the same motives which induced us to 
avoid wai when oui aimics wcie in the field, and in the most 
advantageous positions, would infiuencc us still moie .stiongly, 
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when we had to collect those aimies again, and which the opera- 
tions of the most successful campaign could not be expected to 
place in then piesent advantageous positions^ Theie is no con- 
jcctuiing to what lengths the presumptuous character of the 
Mahrattas might impel them undei such circumstances Thus 
we might be compelled to go to war undei the disadvantages of 
loss of national chaiacter, and of limited means, and probably 
aftci having afforded to the French an oppoitunity of connecting 
themselves as auxiliaiies with some of the Mahiatta states 

Should this be the result, the Government would incui a 
heavy load of lesponsibility in England Its conduct would be 
fiist censured for engaging in the alliance, next, foi withdrawing 
fiom It, and lastly, for placing itself in a situation which i educed 
It to the alternative of engaging in a w'ai under the disad- 
vantages above stated, or of sacrificing the national character by 
relinquishing the retained teiritoiies 

With inspect to the expected death of the Nizam, supposing 
the Main atlas, or any of the disaffected members of the Nizam’s 
family, to have it m contemplation to take advantage of that 
event to destroy oui connection ivith the Court of Hydeiabad, 
our ainiies in the Deccan could not be moic favoui ably stationed 
than they aie at piesent for the puipose of fnistratmg any such 
designs. If such designs aic cntei tamed, I am peisuadcd it 
w^ould have been your Loidship s duty to have called the same 
ai lines into the field, supposing no alliance had been concluded 
with the Peishwa 

With lespect to the Fiench, supposing the present questions 
in Europe not to lead to an immediate lupture, we aie now 
certain that the whole couise of their policy has for its object 
the subveision of the Biitish empiie in India, and that at no 
distant period of time they will put their plans into execution 
It is absolutely necessaiy for the defeat of these designs, that no 
native state should be left to exist m India, which is not upheld 
by the British powei, or the political conduct of wFich is not 
under its absolute contiol The restoration of the head of the 
Mahiatta empiie to his Government thiough the influence of 
the Biitish power, m fact, has placed all the lemammg states of 
India in this dependent relation to the British Government If 
the alliance with the Peislwa is maintained, its natuial and 
necessary operations would in the course of time i educe Scin- 
diah (the power which may already be said to be in the interests 
of France) and the Rajah of Berar, to a state of dependence 
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upon the Peishwa, and consequently upon the British power, 
even if they had acquiesced in the treaty of Bassein But their 
unjust opposition to this tieaty affords us an opportunity of at 
once 1 educing their power to a state that will lemove every 
obstacle to the consolidation of the alliance with the Peishwa, 
and to the attainment of all its advantages. When can we hope 
for another opportunity equally favourable, or (under all the 
probable consequences of withdrawing from the alliance,) when 
can we hope to have all India again at our command ^ With 
respect to the chiefs combined against us, have we any leason- 
able ground to appiehend that we shall not prevail m the con- 
test'^ The Guicowar state (always considered to form a con- 
siderable pait of the stiength of the Mahiatta empiie,) is actively 
employed m our suppoit The Peishwa, although unable fiom 
imbecility of character, to command with effect the resouices at 
his disposal, is with us We have the aid and countenance of 
his authority, and his teiritories to the south of the Godavery 
fiiendly to our cause, at least moie so than to that of our 
enemies Scmdiah, theiefore, is the only chief who possesses 
the means of making any seiious opposition We know that the 
Rajah of Berar possesses neither military knowledge nor military 
lesouices We also know that Holkar’s army consists of a body 
of plunderers, and that he has no means of maintaining a con- 
test of any duration Our army, well equipped, has established 
itself within the heart of the dominions of these chiefs, and 
within a few marches of then camp, wheie they aie collected 
without money, lesouices, oi provisions and wheie theie is 
every prospect we shall destioy or disperse their whole force at 
one blow It is scai cely possible that then military power could 
be placed m ciicumstances moic favouiable for our effecting its 
destiuction 

With lespect to the solicitude expressed m England for 
carrying into effect the plan for paying off the debt m the next 
SIX yeais, we can estimate with tolerable accuracy to what 
degree the execution of that plan is likely to be interrupted by 
a perseverance m th6 present course of measures m the Mahratta 
empire This interruption is likely to be less m extent and 
duiation than that which may be expected from abandoning the 
alliance with the Peishwa, if there is any foundation for the con- 
jectuies which I have stated as to the piobable consequences of 
that measuie. Every year would probably pioduce some of 
those calamities which would inevitably attend our declining 
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powei and influence, and we cannot conjectuie wliat would be 
our situation at the expiiation of six years On the other hand, 
if we persevere in the present measuies, and succeed, we are 
certain, not only that the existing debt, with the addition to it 
which may be occasioned by the prosecution of the present 
measuies, will be extinguished within the expected time, but 
that the British powei will be established throughout India, in 
piospeiity, gloi*y, and secuiity 

The conviction of the justice and wisdom of the line of policy 
which your Excellency has pursued with respect to the Mahratta 
empiie, is more stiongly impicssed on my mind m proportion 
as I consider it in all its relations I am confident that the line 
of policy is entitled to this chaiactei, whcthei considered with 
lefeience to the discharge of the debt, to the augmentation of 
the investment, 01 the othei objects which the authoiities in 
England have in view, to the true interests of the Mahratta 
chiefs, to the happiness of the millions of wi etched people who 
inhabit the countries subjected to their power, to the exclusion 
of the French, to the honour and reputation of our national 
character, or to the stability of the British empire in India 

39. Lord Castlereagh, President of the Board of Controul , 
to the Marquess Wellesley. 

Stiictjires on the Policy of the Ticaty 
(IMost Secret ) 

Whitehall, March 4th, 1804 

My dear Loid, 

The Bombay letters of the 28th July, announcing the pio- 
bability of a ruptuie with the Mahiattas, induced me to read 
ovei carefully our negotiations with the Couit of Poonah, foi 
a series of years, which from a variety of other important 
subjects picssmg upon my attention, I had till then omitted 
to do 

The outline of the opinion I have been led to foim upon this 
subject will be conveyed to your Loidship in a despatch through 
the Seciet Committee, but I should not feel satisfied m differing 
from your Lordship on some points of policy, as connected with 
the late treaty, if I did not put you in possession of the giounds 
upon which my opinions are founded , I am induced therefoie 
without attempting to throw the substance into the form of 
a letter, to send you without reserve, my sentiments in the 
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piecise form in winch they were first thrown together, trusting 
to their being not less acceptable to youi Loidship so conveyed, 
than if transmitted in a more formal shape 

I have the honoui to be, 

My dear Lord, with great regal d, 

Youi faithful and obedient servant, 
CASTLEREAGH 

\Eiiclostire tn Lord CastlereagU s letter to the Marquess Wellesley 

of the Afth of M arch^ 1 804 ] 

The question now depending between the British powei and 
the Mahrattas is one of great difficulty and importance 

What directions it may be expedient ultimately to give from 
home must depend on the precise issue of the present dis- 
cussions, whatever might have been originally wise as a lule of 
conduct may now requiie modification, with reference to events, 
to engageme 7 tts, and to the collateral effects to be apy>rehended 
from any particular course we may take 

The next advices fiom India will probably ascertain whether 
the discussions have ended in actual wai , in a jealous tiuce, still 
lequirmg the presence of a British army, or, m that apparent 
acquiescence on the part of the Mahrattas, which may lead the 
Governor-General to consider that the piofessed objects of the 
treaty have been accomplished, and induce him to return the 
troops (with the exception of the subsidizing force) to their 
respective cantonments 

It may be expedient in the meantime to examine — ist. The 
abstract policy of what has been aimed at andly How far it 
has been judiciously pursued , and 3dly Whether the Governor- 
General has exceeded his legal authority, or gone beyond the 
instructions, under which, if his own authority were inadequate, 
his powers were derived 

1st As to the policy of a connexion with the Mahrattas 
In considering this question it is material to ascertain precisely 
what the nature of the connexion is, at which we have aimed 
The piofessed end in view is, a defensive alliance and guarantee 
connecting the Mahrattas with the Nizam and the Company, 
and through that league preserving the peace of India 
Although the apprehension of remote dangei from French 
influence, acting thiough the Mahratta confedeiacy, is stated 
as a collateral object to be thus provided against, yet the main 
policy of the system, as relied upon, is, its pacific tendency 
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On this ground it must principally be tried, the British power 
in India is too fiimly consolidated at this moment, and the 
prospect of attack from any quarter too remote to justify us m 
prudence m iisking a wai, with a view of providing against a 
danger meiely speculative 

The British empire m India may be considered (including 
allies and dependents) as comprehending ncaily every thing m 
Hmdostan (the Mahratta possessions excepted) In addition to 
out old possessions m Bengal, and on the coast, recently strength- 
ened by the tieaties which have placed the whole of the Carnatic, 
and a laige piopoition of Oude undei oui immediate adminis- 
tiation, we have by two wais, equally just and successful, bound 
up the entire of Mysoie in our dominions, and by a negotiation 
conducted with gieat ability and wisely undertaken, expelled 
Fiench influence from Hydciabad, and connected the Nizam 
mdissolubl}'- with our interests 

Whatever questions may have been hitherto laised 07 i the 
justice of our conduct towaids ccitain dependent states, upon the 
policy of our measuies (always assuming them to be founded 
in justice) so fai as concerns the consolidation of our authority 
in the Carnatic, in Tanjore, and in Oude, the reduction of the 
powei of Tippoo, and the intimate connexion established with 
the Nizam, no well founded doubt can be entertained 

Considering this as the well established sphere at this day of 
the British power in India, the next step towards a close con- 
nexion with anothei powei, and that power necessarily involved 
in the complicated relations of the Mahiatta confedeiacy, is 
a question of ciitical and delicate policy 

The idea upon which the tieaty of Bassein was concluded, 
seems oiiginally to have aiisen out of, and to have been founded 
upon the connexion subsisting, pieviously to the conquest of 
Mysoie, between the Company, the Mahrattas and the Nizam, 
by the treaty concluded 1790, at Poonah 

The object of this league was to watch and guaid against the 
powei of Tippoo. The treaty was defective, inasmuch as it did 
not specify, except with respect to the wai then existing, the 
amount of foice which the allies wcie bound to furnish to each 
othei , noi did it in tcinis bind their heirs and successois, which 
led to cavils on the part of the Peishwa 

It gave us howevei, m Loid Cornwallis’s wai ending m 1792, 
the advantage of consideiable succouis both fiom the Nizam and 
the Peishwa against Tippoo 
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Upon the peace of Sermgapatam, Hurry Punt pressed Lord 
Cornwallis to let the Peishwa subsidize in future a corps of 
British troops in like mannei as the Nizam then did Whetliei 
he was so authorized by the Peishwa is not known. 

Lord Cornwallis, although the Mahratta General urged it 
strongly (stating that to refuse was acting towards them with 
less friendship than towards the Nizam) declined the proposal , 
thinking it hazardous to mix ourselves m the unsettled policy 
of the Mahratta states, and that the principles, upon which it 
had been thought wise to connect ourselves with the Nizam 
(legard being had to the resources and position of his dominions, 
and also to the hazard of his being thiown into the hands of 
Tippoo, if not connected with the Company) did not apply 
to the state of Poonah , neither did he at that time think it 
essential to our general security, having materially reduced the 
power of Tippoo, to aim at establishing a commanding influence 
at Poonah 

Whether an acquiescence m Hurry Punt’s proposal would have 
guaided against the decay of the Peishwa’s power, whicli after- 
waids happened, it is difficult now to deteimine, but we find 
that, previously to the war of 1798-9 against Tippoo, both the 
Peishwa and the Nizam were so reduced m authority, the former 
by the ascendancy of Scindiah , the latter by a strong French 
faction m his aimy, as to render it very little probable, that the 
Company, m the event of a ruptuie with Tippoo, could hope 
to derive any efficient aid from the alliance 

The object of the Company was then to strengthen its allies, 
in order that they might be m a situation to fulfil then engage- 
ments , Scmdiah’s puipose was to weaken the Peishwa, and to 
get the power at Poonah into his own hands Hence arose 
a jealousy betw’^een Scindiah and the Company, which pioduced 
a proportionate union of mteiest between him and Tippoo The 
number of French officers m the aimies of Scindiah, of Tippoo, 
and of the Nizam, rendered the danger veiy seiious of a for- 
midable combination of the native poweis against us suppoited 
by France 

In this state of things. Lord Wellesley wisely determined to 
use eveiy expedient to revive our influence and authority both 
at the courts of Poonah and Hydeiabad A British foicc was 
offered the Peishwa to protect his person and le-estabhsh his 
government, and an augmentation of the subsidiary force was 
proposed to the Nizam 
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Undei a variety of pretences, evidently lesultmg fiom a 
jealousy of our power, as well as that of Scmdiah, our offer was 
declined by the Peishwa What then occurred is noticed here 
principally to mark the jealousy which even then disinclined the 
Peishwa to place himself m our hands, as well as to point out 
the strong defensive policy, which wai ranted us to risk much for 
the puipose of giving vigour and consistency to the only alliance, 
on which we could leckon, against the hostile confederacy with 
which we weie threatened 

The result was, that we derived no suppoit from the Mahrattas 
in the last Mysore war, our connection with the Nizam was 
improved, the French foice in his Highness’s service finally 
destroyed, and a commanding British corps established in its 
loom 

The teimmation of the war in the conquest of Mysoie, and 
the absolute extinction of Fiench influence in that quaiter of 
India, as well as at Hydeiabad, placed the Mahratta question 
entirely on new giounds 

Hitherto, a connection with the Mahrattas had been sought as 
a defence against Tippoo and the French influence generally 
The fall of Tippoo and the extinction of the French party in 
Mysore and^ Hyderabad, leaving only what was to be found m 
Scindiah’s aimy, as any object of jealousy, put an end to the 
importance as a means of necessary and immediate security of 
a connection with the Mahrattas 

From this time it could not be argued to be of pressing 
necessity The most that could be contended for was, its being 
desiiable on giounds of general expediency, and as tending to 
guard against i emote and contingent dangeis, we were ceitamly 
justified in risking less to accomplish it 

It was reasonable also to suppose, that m propoition as our 
power had been inci eased and consolidated, and as that of Tippoo 
was absolutely extinguished, the Mahiattas would entertain 
additional jealousy of any subsidiary connection with us 

We find accordingly, aftei the peace, that upon the Peishwa 
being invited to accede to the treaty of Hyderabad, upon which 
condition we should have deemed him entitled to a certain share 
m the conquered teriitoiies, he declined the pioposal evidently 
from indisposition to receive a British force within his dominions 
Between that period and the treaty of Bassem, several at- 
tempts were made by us to induce him to enter into subsidiary 
engagements with us The same was proposed to the Rajah of 
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Beiar, and an opening left in the tieaty of Hydeiabad of 1800, 
for Scmdiah to accede on certain teims , but the connection was 
declined by all. 

The Peishwa, when most oppressed and in dangei from Scin- 
diah, proceeded consideiable lengths in entei taming the pro- 
position of a subsidiaiy alliance, but always resisted the idea of 
the subsidiary force being stationed imthiii hts doimmojis Even 
with this qualification, our connection was an alternative which 
the Peishwa never latterly shewed any disposition to adopt, but 
under the pressure of extreme embarrassment, and it is even 
doubtful whether he was ever really sincere in the propositions he 
made, as his system invariably was to play off Scmdiah and us 
against each other, and his overtuies weie generally accompanied 
by some stipulation which he had leason to suppose would not 
be acceded to by the Goveinor-Geneial. 

If the connection, after the fall of Tippoo, became of less 
pressing necessit)^, doubts may be entei tamed of the policy of 
appearing to pursue the object with such unremitting anxiety 
It will be necessaiy heieafter to examine undei what circum- 
stances a Mahratta alliance would oi would not be desirable , 
but if the early conclusion of it was not of uigent impoitance to 
our immediate security, it might perhaps have been more suc- 
cessfully accomplished under a system of moic leseive on oui 
part 

The eagerness with which we appeared to press our connection 
upon all the leading states in succession, might naturally lead 
them to appiehend that we meant more than we avowed, that 
our object was ultimately to be masters instead of allies, and 
that, having obtained either possession of, 01 absolute influence 
over every state, except the Mahrattas, with whom we had been 
m connection, our object was to obtain a similar influence over 
ihetr councils 

Under whatever estimate of our views it may have been 
formed, the fact is indisputable, that a general repugnance to 
the British connection on the terms proposed universally pie- 
vailed amongst the great Mahiatta poweis. It was avoided 
by all as long as they had any choice It was only embraced 
by the Peishwa, when an exile from his dominions , and the 
jealousy of it was such as to have since led Holkar and Scmdiah 
to forget their animosities, and to appear disposed to league 
with the Rajah of Beiar against the Company and the Peishwa 
How long the Peishwa will continue faithful to engagements 



254 CANNOT RULE MAHRATTAS THROUGH A FEEBLE PEISHWA. 

which were contracted from necessity and not from choice, m 
opposition to the other Mahratta states, is yet to be seen 

The practical question to be considered is, whether an alliance 
foimed under such cncumstances can rest upon any other 
foundation than mere foice, and if not, whether the means by 
which it IS to be upheld, aie not destructive of its professed 
advantages 

Supposing Holkar, Scindiah, and the Rajah of Beiar adveise, 
and the Peishwa acquiescent, but m his heait not coidially 
satisfied, can we expect that the subsidiary foice alone will 
enable us to maintain our influence at Poonah ? 

If such be the unqualified feeling of the Mahiatta states to 
a connection with us upon the principles on which the present 
has been foimed, unless we are prepaied to establish oui selves 
by conquest in that quarter of India, it seems necessaiy either 
to abandon the connection (if it can be abandoned consistent 
with a due legard to our engagements), or to modify it (should 
such be piacticable) so as to reconcile at least a pioportion of 
the Mahratta states 

It appeals hopeless to attempt to govern the Mahiatta empire 
through a feeble and peihaps disaffected Peishwa The military 
power of the state of Poonah is at pi esent inconsiderable 

It may be said the military power of the Peishwa under our 
piotection may be consolidated and restored, and other states 
may be gradually leconciled to the alliance Both these results 
may be possible, but the true question is, whether they aie 
probable m such a degiee, and whether they are likely to occur 
within such a reasonable period of time, and to be accomplished 
with so little hazard of expence as to make it politic to persevere 
against present opposing difficulties ^ Is the future effect likely 
to add so much to our prospects m point of security and tran- 
quillity as to counterbalance the immediate inconveniences of 
wai with the several Mahratta powers ^ 

In examining this, the motive to alliance must be reverted to 
Whatever may be the disposition amongst the Mahiatta states to 
plunder each other, they have hitheito respected our teriitory 
They have seldom even levied contributions on the Nizam, not- 
withstanding the disputed claims for Choute, &c since his close 
connection with us 

The Mahrattas have never m any instance commenced hostili- 
ties against us When, by taking part m their internal disputes 
we have been at war with any of the Mahratta states, they have 
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always availed themselves of the fiist opening for peace, and 
have shewn forbearance and humanity to a Biitish arm}^, moie 
than once, when m difficulty So far then as past experience 
goes, there seems no special ground to apprehend future danger 
from the Mahrattas The French officers m Scindiah’s army 
are just objects of jealousy, and their mixing themselves in the 
afifaiis of the native powers must be watched, and be mattei of 
alarm in proportion to the degree in which it takes place, and as 
those states are near to, or remote fiom our possessions , but 
this alone cannot render the alliance prudent, nor is this dangei 
at present of a magnitude to call for the adoption of a system, 
otherwise of dubious policy 

As far as the MaJn'atta interests ai e concerned, what motive can 
they have m acquiescing m the ostensible head of their empire- 
being placed in our hands ^ 

Whatever we maj^ hold out to reconcile the Peishwa to the 
alliance, and however we may profess to respect his independ- 
ence m the management of his own internal affairs, we cannot 
deny that in fact as well as m appeal ance, whilst a Biitish army 
IS at Poonah, he can be considered m no other light than as 
politically dependent on ns 

The Mahiatta contentions between the leading states have 
been chiefly for influence at Poonah To obtain this, Holkar 
attacked Scmdiah Having been deprived of this, Scmdiah 
abandoned the Peishwa, and seems piepared to join his gieatest 
enemy The same motives which before opposed them to each 
othei now oppose them both to us, and the Berar Rajah, peihaps 
with views to supplant the Peishwa, and with common feelings 
of jealousy, joins the confederacy 

What will reconcile them to a different course^ To talk to 
them of the advantage of our guarantee foi preserving the peace 
of Hmdostan, assumes that the genius of their government is 
industrious and pacific, instead of being predatory and warlike , 
nor IS it to be expected that independent states, especially of the 
description m question, can feel any disposition to make us, or 
any other great power, an ai biter of their destiny 

We not only place the Peishwa as a prey out of their reach, 
but we declaie our purpose is to prevent them from plundeimg 
each other They wish 'to be unrestiamed in cari-ymg then 
arms wherever they can deiive advantage Temporary distiess 
may make them in their turn accept our support Were it 
given as a temporary assistance it would frequently be sought 
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foij and, as fai as their means would go, paid for , but when it 
is to be given permanently^ or not at all, it will only be accepted 
when no other lesource lemains It will be avoided by each 
state exempt from the piessure, when the danger is gone by 
it will be disrelished by the state which has submitted to it, 
and ultimately we must either alter the genius of the various 
states, or lely upon our arms alone for the preservation of 
oui authoiity 

To aim at a connection with the Mahiatta poweis on these 
giounds IS, to say the least, extremely hazardous It is evidently 
against the gram It may be difficult and expensive to be 
established, not less so to be maintained, and as it must, when 
accomplished, rest on onr authority and arms, rather than the 
disposition of our allies, it must practically operate as an exten- 
sion of our own dominions 

Such a icsult we disavow as our object In principle, as well 
as in policy, we aie bound by the laws of the land to abstain 
fiom It, and it ceitamly would be a hazardous project to embark 
m the management of this half-civilized people, m addition to 
the widel}'- extended empire of which we aie now possessed If 
we are not piepaied to contemplate such a purpose, we should 
avoid being gradually led into a couisc of measures, the tendency 
of which leads to such a result as their natural consequence 

Is there then no connection with any of the Mahiatta states, 
at which m policy we should aim 

It does not follow because an alliance, which places a Biitish 
force in immediate contact with a weak Mahratta power, and 
that power the supreme head of the empire, m opposition to the 
will of all the stronger states, is unwise and dangeious, that no 
1 elation can be established between the British powei and ceitain 
states of that empire, which may have a tendency to piotect oui 
interests against such dangers as might otheiwise ax\s 2 from, or 
opeiate tJiiongh, that confederacy 

It may, however, be asserted, that to be either safe or useful. 
It must be formed on a broader basis than the piesent, and as 
the British powei, from its magnitude, must now have become a 
more natural object of jealousy to the Mahratta states than any 
other, it IS not probable that any considerable portion of the 
Mahratta confedeiacy will be disposed to connect themselves 
with us, unless we can present to them that connection in a 
shape less inconsistent with then natuial propensities and inde- 
pendence than the late tieaty 
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When jealousy is once strongly aroused, any arrangement is 
become of more difficulty Whether it might have been feasible, 
must remain matter of speculation, but I can conceive, if Holkar 
and Scmdiah had been suffered to reduce each other, before a 
tieaty had been proposed to the Peishwa, that a broader con- 
nection might have been formed , especially if the introduction 
of the British force to be subsidized tnto the do^nimons of our 
allies had not been made a sine qua non 

It may be said if the treaty had not been pushed with the 
Peishwa when at Bassein, he might have refused it afterwards , 
possibly so , but it may be doubted whether the treaty so ob- 
tained was a benefit 

The benefit as well as the necessity of a Mahratta connection 
has for the last four years been m my conception always over- 
rated The importance of not taking the whole of the burthen 
upon ourselves of restoring the Peishwa, appears to have been 
strongly felt by Lord Wellesley, and he accordingly after the 
conclusion of the treaty wished to hold back, and leave Holkar 
and Scmdiah to weaken and reduce each other , but as the 
treaty could not be concealed from Scmdiah and the other 
powers, the success of this course depended upon their senti- 
ments with respect to the treaty itself Our troops, however, 
were moved forward by Lord Clive’s oiders, before the lesult 
could be distinctly ascertained 

Perhaps our safest line would have been to have received the 
Peishwa hospitably, to have professed a disposition to assist the 
other Mahratta powers m repressing Holkar’s rebellion, and 
restoring the Peishwa to the Musnud, provided we found his 
Highness and his allies were disposed to connect themselves m 
interest with us 

Had we remained with our aimy on the frontiers, pledged to 
neither party, and m a position to assist either, our aid must 
have been an object of competition to both 

Neither had any claim upon us, and consequently neither 
(whatever might be our opinion of the merits of their cause) had 
any right to expect our assistance without an equivalent In 
postponing any negociation with the Peishwa, till he could 
treat in conjunction with Scmdiah, we should have been able 
more correctly to estimate the grounds upon which we were 
proceeding 

It IS probable the Peishwa and Scmdiah united, could not 
have dislodged Holkar from Poonah without our aid If so, it 

S 
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lay upon them to offer terms to us But then, in treating with 
the Peishwa and Scmdiah conjointly, we left the Peishwa in 
Scmdiah’s hands as before And why not? Our motive for 
interfei ence was not any principle of attachment to the Peishwa 
or any claim he had upon us It was with a view of establish- 
ing an influence in the Mahratta empire^ calculated to improve 
our general secuiity and pieserve the tianquilhty of India This 
could alone be effectually accomplished by a substantial and not 
a nominal connection, which Scmdiah and the Peishwa united 
might amount to, but not the Peishwa singly. 

The mistake appeals to have been, the following up too 
strictly the policy acted upon before the fall of Tippoo Then 
we weie obliged to endeavour to take the Peishwa out of Scin- 
diah’s hands, inasmuch as the latter, with a view of strengthen- 
ing himself at Poonah, leant to Tippoo and against us Had we 
on the present occasion not manifested any particular jealousy 
of Scmdiah, but expressed a willingness to receive p’oposals for 
connecting ourselves with both, and limited our views to what 
would St} eiigtheu us, without either m appeal ance or iii fact making 
them instruments m our hands, I see no reason (if practicable 
at all) why a tieaty with both might not have been made 

The mam advantage of the treaty of Bassem I take to be, the 
increased footing it gives us m the Guzeiat Our position at 
Poonah, abstractedly considered, appears to me more calculated 
to weaken our influence ovei the other states than to strengthen 
us by the power to be found theie, and I should (as at present 
informed) much prefer having the subsidiary force stationed at 
certain positions within our own teiritories than stationed m 
those of our ally 

Had we concluded subsidiary engagements with both the 
Peishwa and Scmdiah, obtaining the laidad as now m the 
quarter of Guzerat, the troops never to be moved into the terri- 
tories of either state, except upon requisition, we should have ob- 
tained an increase of foice and teriitory m our weakest quaiter 
The right to call for this force would have raised these states in 
the scale of the Mahiatta powers, without exposing them to our 
unsolicited mterfeience, and as all our subsidiary engagements 
have been made with a reserve as to the application of the troops 
against certain powers named, we should have possessed a salu- 
tary influence m the councils of our allies not incompatible with 
their independence 

The history of our own connections m India affords instances 
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of both descriptions of alliances By the treaty of 1768 with the 
Nizam, explained by Lord Cornwallis’s letter m 1789, we were 
bound to furnish to his Highness two battalions of Sepoys, and 
six pieces of cannon, when called upon so to do, but not other- 
wise The treaty of 1798 enci eased the subsidiary foice to six 
battalions, and that of 1800 to eight battalions, to be stationed 
within the Nizam’s dominions 

The former principle of connexion appears most suited to 
i emote and independent states The latter to a power which 
circumstances have nearly incorporated in policy and interest 
with our own 

The former appeals to me to be alone applicable to any por- 
tion of the Mahratta empire, consideiation being had to its com- 
position and nature, and also to our position with respect to it. 
The latter under the circumstances was wisely applied to the 
Nizam, substituting Biitish in the room of French influence, and 
throwing the shield of our authority ovei that state, incapable in 
itself of preserving its territories against the continual incursions 
of the Mahrattas 

It may be said, had the-Peishwa and Scmdiah met, they would 
have declined all peimanent connection with us Supposing 
this to have been the case, there weie other courses open to us, 
without supporting an usurper m opposition to the Peishwa We 
might either in conjunction with the Rajah of Berai have offeied 
a disinterested mediation, and thereby dispelled much of the 
alarm that had grown up, as to ourvwNS , 01, if we preferred co- 
operating with Scmdiah in the lestoration of the Peishwa with- 
out any permanent alliance, we might have obtained, I have no 
doubt, an ample territoiial indemnity in the quarter ofGuzerat for 
our services, as well as our expences At all events, in pi eservmg 
an army of observation on the frontier, and not mixing oui selves 
in Mahratta politics, except upon sure grounds, if we gained no 
more than seeming our own territoiy, as well as that of our ally 
the Nizam from insult, we escaped war, whilst the Mahratta 
powers wasted their strength 

I cannot but doubt the policy of our making fiom the outset 
the Peishwa our only, or even our mam object The determina- 
tion to take him out of the hands of Scmdiah was, from the first 
apparent, if not avowed , and from that moment, if Scmdiah 
could save himself by negociation with his opponents, he had 
every inducement to throw himself into the scale against us 

His doing so, rendered our success without a war extremely 

S % 
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doubtful, and more than any other circumstance lendered the 
Peishwa’s fidelity to our alliance precaiious 

It remains to be considered whether, as has been suggested, 
the Governoi -General has exceeded his powers, and lastly, what 
instructions should now be given fiom hence for the future legu- 
lation of his conduct 

The first question depends on his powers — ist Under the 
42nd section of the act of i793 2ndly Under his instructions 
from home of the loth of September 1 800, and 4th of December 
of the same year 

The law clearly gives him no authority to conclude any treaty 
binding the Company to guarantee the territories of any state, 
except that state shall at the same time bind itself to support 
the Company m a war then actually existing, or in the case of 
prepaiations then making for war against the Company It has 
not been alledged that Holkar, when this treaty was made, had 
either committed, or meditated hostilities against us or our 
allies, the treaty of Bassein was therefoi e clearly not within the 
scope of the 42nd clause 

The next question is under his instructions The instructions 
were necessarily general The precise course pursued m acting 
upon them may in policy be questioned, but I think the Go- 
vernor-Geneial, as far as powers go, is clearly boine out in what 
he has done, regard being had to the tenor of those instructions, 
coupled with the recorded proceedings of his negotiations at the 
court of Poonah, of which the Government at home were from 
time to time put in possession, and which when acquiesced m, 
might be fairly considered by him as approved of, and conse- 
quently illustrative of those orders 

The orders specifically approved of a subsidiary treaty with 
the Peishwa similar to that of the Nizam 

They enjoined a large subsidiary force as indispensable, and 
assumed that the Peishwa must tacitly renounce Ins independence 
In the letter of the 4th of December it is stated, that if by any 
arrangement not likely to lead to hostilities, the Peishwa could be 
relieved from the influence of Scmdiah, it would be highly de- 
sirable, &c &c 

In that of the loth of September, the Governor-Geneial’s 
plan for establishing a subsidiary force at Poonah is approved 
of Caution is recommended in renewing the negotiation, except 
at the instance of the court of Poonah, 01 at a crisis, when there 
can be no doubt of the pioposition being accepted 
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Now, although the alliance under a reasonable apprehenston of 
hosttliUes IS not authorized, yet it would be too much to suppose 
that It could be concluded without any fisk being incurred, par- 
ticulaily as it was declared and clearly understood, that nothing 
but the last necessity would induce the Peishwa to sign such a 
treaty, and the object being to dispossess Scmdiah of his in- 
fluence at Poonah, his opposition could not but be expected 

In July 1800, the Peishwa fearing that his person might be 
seized by Scmdiah, vested ceitain persons with the power of 
signing a treaty for him 

In this event of the flight or seizure of the Peishwa, Lord 
Wellesley ordered the Resident to conclude a subsidiaiy treaty 
with him, or those authorized on his part, also the Biitish troops 
to occupy the Mahratta districts south of the Kistna 

This was a stronger case of risk than the present, as Scmdiah 
then must have been forcibly diiven from Poonah, whereas the 
state of his own affairs lately affoided some prospect of his co- 
operation, and the chance of a rupture was more with Holkar an 
adventurer than with the established feudatories of the Mahratta 
empire 

Early in May of the same year. Lord Wellesley authoiized 
the Resident at Poonah to conclude a seciet treaty with the 
Peishwa, in which the Company weie to engage to eompel 
Scmdiah to remove from the Deccan, and also to bind them- 
selves to maintain the Peishwa in Jus jnst rights and authority 
over that chief, and over the other acknowledged feudatories 
of the empire, the Nizam and Rajah of Berar, to be at liberty 
to accede 

The latter is even a stionger proceeding In both these cases 
Scmdiah was to be necessarily opposed In the latter absolutely 
forced Whereas previously to the treaty of Bassem our inter- 
ference was solicited by all paities 

It IS not here the question whethei the negotiation was judi- 
ciously conducted, or whether the tieaty m itself was the most 
advisable one that could have been framed under the circum- 
stances It IS only meant m this part of the argument to state, 
that m the position wherein the Mahratta states then weie placed 
with relation to each other, no crisis could have been found more 
propitious to the formation of a connexion if under any ciicum- 
stances it were attainable. 

It IS also contended, that under the words of his instructions 
and the mode m which he had acted under them on the above 
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occasions with the acquiescence of the Government at home Lord 
Wellesley might reasonably consider himself as authorized to 
pursue the course he took 

Whatever therefore there may be to criticize in respect to the 
policy aimed at, or the management of the negotiations, it can- 
not well be contended that Lord Wellesley’s conduct should be 
called m question, as having acted in breach of the instructions 
sent him 

Before we proceed to apply the principles heretofore laid down 
to the existing case, or to consider what orders it may be advis- 
able to send from hence, it is mateiial to mark, that the objec- 
tions above-stated are not against any and every description of 
Mahratta connexion but against that which gives us the Peishwa 
alone, whilst it commits us in hostility with the three greatest 
military powers of the empire 

It IS also consideied that no alliance which does not give us a 
majority of the preponderating chiefs of the confederacy in cordial 
connexion with us can in the long run prove of advantage, inas- 
much as such an alliance will occasion frequent recurrence to 
aims, and place the discontented states more in a situation to be 
tampered with by France 

That there is no reason, ceitainly none from experience, to 
suppose an alliance can ever be formed with the Mahrattas by 
a European /power on principles destructive of the independence 
of any leading state , but more especially of tlie ostensible head 
of the Mahiatta confederacy, without making all the other 
powers enemies, and even occasioning the fidelity of the allied 
state to be piecarious 

That the Mahratta confederacy, though the power of the 
Peishwa is imperfectly defined, and feebly maintained, is yet so 
far a body politic as to make the acts of each member a matter 
of common concern to all 

That Loid Wellesley when he looked to treat secretly for 
the expulsion of Scmdiah from Poonah in terms recognized a 
paramount power to reside in the Peishwa over Scmdiah and 
the other Mahratta chieftains This paramount authoiity as 
head of the empire, and not his individual strength, could never 
have stiggested the policy of looking principally to the Peishwa’s 
connexion 

If that be the case, it is impossible to contend that the 
Peishwa can treat and act as a separate and independent state , 
and whilst he retains and asserts his authoiity over the Mahratta 
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feudatoiies, submit himself m the management of his external 
concerns in a great degree to a foreign power If he does so 
act, he must do it at his peril, and the other states will naturally 
consider how those acts are likely to affect their security or 
independence 

An alliance with the Peishwa and Scindiah jointly under the 
circumstances which took place subsequent to the defeat of the 
confederate forces before Poonah, perhaps might have been 
formed upon the basis of stationing the subsidiary force within 
our own territories, liable to be called on under certain con- 
ditions by each power in proportion as it contributed the funds 
towards its maintenance and support, not restricting either to 
a communication with us, before he concluded any treaty , for 
such stipulation where it is not lectprocal^ is upon the face of it 
an abrogation of independence, but trusting that and every 
other question which might touch our interests to the legitimate 
influence gradually arising out of a connexion framed with a 
view to support and not extinguish the authority of the other 
contracting party, and also to the known and acknowledged 
powei of the British arms, which it could never be their wish or 
their interest to provoke 

If an alliance fiamed on principles compatible with the feel- 
ings of a large proportion of that empiie could not be formed 
under the circumstances which then prevailed, when so many 
parties had the strongest motives for cultivating our support, it 
may be doubted whether a Mahratta connexion is to be accom- 
plished on any grounds short of subjugation To subdue the 
Mahratta empire would be (if at all practicable) to charge our- 
selves with an incumbrance, and to bring ourselves in contact 
with neighbours much moie troublesome, it would be sacrificing 
a tolerable barrier for one infinitely more precarious , and it 
must never be forgot, that were our object accomplished, of 
placing a subsidiary force of equal strength with that which the 
Peishwa is to receive under the treaty of Bassein, in the domi- 
nions of each of the four great military chieftains of the con- 
federacy, we should be only permanently extending our native 
force to the amount of 24,000 men, without any assurance that 
the empire at home can spare us, that additio7ial propoi'tion of 
European force, which, whether actually making a part of the 
subsidiary corps or not, ought always invariably to accompany 
every encrease of our Indian army. 

Success therefore whether in war, or in negotiation, so long as 
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we aie forcing, and not inviting this alliance, however, for the 
time It may give a lustre to oui authoiity, can only embark us 
m difficulties, fiom which it may be embariassing to recede 

The British empiic m India contains above fifty millions of 
inhabitants, it pioduces a revenue of above thirteen millions 
steihng a year, cncreasmg with the general piospciity of the 
countiy at this moment lapidly advancing under the mild and 
beneficent administration of the Company Our regular army 
native and European, on its peace establishment amounts to 
115,000 men, a foice capable of immediate extension in time of 
wai With such an cmpiic a Mahiatta connexion may be a 
very good thing, if it can be had without mixing us too deeply 
in their internal disturbances, 01 leading to an extension of 
dominion beyond our purpose, but we aic too strong to icquiie 
it Oui wisest policy is to place oui dependence in that quaitcr, 
on the consolidation and improvement of what we alieady pos- 
sess On the steady application of our icsouiccs to the 1 educ- 
tion of our debt, and approaching eveiy native power possessed 
of and valuing its independence, with offers of alliance and con- 
nexion (when any such aie to be made) on grounds really com- 
patible with that independence, tiust to the fi lends which such 
a course of conduct will make for us in the houi of tiial, it being 
little probable that any competitoi for eastern dominion can 
deprive us of our share of alliances when the danger is at hand, 
unless we ourselves by a mistaken couise of policy lay the 
giounds before he approaches 

It has not been a matter of choice, but of necessity, that our 
existence m India should pass fiom that of traders to that of 
sovereigns If we had not, the French would long since have 
taken the lead m India to our exclusion 

In the various contentions for power, m which our security 
was at the same time really involved, we have risen to an extent 
of possession and authority which can no longer be safely per- 
mitted to rest on any other foundation than our own intrinsic 
strength Events have latterly acceleiated our progress so much 
as m Itself (the rather as most political transactions will admit 
of question) to give an impression, with respect to our policy, 
which, if heightened, may be productive of serious embarrass- 
ment to our interests both at home and abroad Without being 
disposed to admit, or in truth feeling, that the tenor of our 
administration m India has been otherwise than highly honour- 
able to the national character, I think it is material, having 
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alieady accomplished so much in point of power and glory, that 
we should now be studious to give to our councils a complexion 
of moderation and forbearance, trusting, as we may safely do, 
the preseiwation of our Indian possessions to the lesources 
abundantly contained within our present limits 

111 determining what it may be advisable to do, under present 
ciicumstances, it is necessaiy to decide to what extent we are 
bound and prepared to support the treaty of Bassein 

Loid Wellesley fiom the outset declared his determination 
not to persevere m the connection if the Peishwa’s conduct was 
such as to prove him averse and faithless to the alliance 

His Lordship also resolved not to force the restoiation of the 
Peishwa contiary to the feelings and inclinations of the majoiity 
of the immediate jaggeeidars and feudatories of the Poonah 
state 

Should the conduct of the Peishwa have become such as to 
induce the Governor-Geneial to consider the alliance dissolved 
under the treaty of Bassein, the Biitish Government will have 
an undoubted claim to retain the teiiitories ceded by his 
Highness till he shall have fully dischaiged the extraordinaiy 
expense incurred m replacing him on the musnud 

In case the Peishwa shall have pei formed his part of the 
treaty he is entitled to our suppoit, and having guaranteed his 
dominions in good faith and character, we are bound to defend 
and maintain him on the musnud 

The treaty itself may be considered as consisting of two parts, 
the first affecting the immediate mteiests of the Peishwa, the 
second principally affecting our own , the former, unless modi- 
fied with his Highness’s concurience, we are bound to adhere 
to , the relaxation of the latter depends principally on oui selves, 
and can meet with little difficulty on his part 

The 31 d and 17th articles are obvious points of jealousy 
to all the Mahiatta states, and from formei experience of the 
Peishwa’s reluctance to the leceivmg a sjibstdimy force within 
his dominions, the thud article is not likely to be in truth moie 
acceptable to him 

The lath article also deserves consideiation which binds the 
Peishwa to accept our arbitiation in all disputes with the other 
poweis If the reasoning contained in the former part of these 
•notes IS right, doubts may be entertained of the policy of a con- 
nection with the Poonah state, which is necessaiily calculated to 
mix the British Government so intimately in^Mahratta politics. 
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and must in appearance render the Peishwa absolutely de- 
pendent on us 

As far as relates to arbitrating the differences between the 
Nizam and the Peishwa as allies of the Company, we were 
bound to contend for it under the treaty of Hyderabad of i8oOj 
but beyond this, having provided that our troops were not to be 
employed against any of the principal branches of the Mahratta 
empire, it would peihaps be better not to stipulate for a right, 
which being general, may alarm othei states, and cannot be veiy 
acceptable even to the Peishwa himself, but rather to rely for 
the means of regulating his conduct upon pacific principles on 
the grounds we shall have to withhold the subsidiary force in 
cases where the Peishwa may be deemed the aggressor, than upon 
a positive right of arbitration in all cases binding upon him 

Without therefore failing in the spirit of our obligations to the 
Peishwa, we have the means of altering so far the character of 
the treaty as to restore his Highness to a state of more ostensible 
independence, and to give to the alliance less the aspect of aiming 
at an interference m Mahratta affairs 

c 

Much of my doubt upon the policy of any Mahratta con- 
nection, however modified, arises from an apprehension of its 
tendency to involve us too much in the endless and complicated 
distractions of that turbulent empire Much of my difficulty 
would be removed by our connection being so far simplified as 
to confine it to a mere support upon requisition, and that claim 
of support necessarily qualified by the piinciples which strictly 
belong to every defensive alliance We should then always have 
a good plea for keeping out of discussion, which appeared to us 
foreign to the principles of our alliance , we should equally derive 
all the advantages connected with the late cessions, and being 
less pledged to interference, we should perhaps be m a situation 
to exercise a more beneficial influence than we can do by 
making ourselves absolute parties, in which light we must be 
considered so long as the subsidiary force is at Poonah and the 
Peishwa actually in our hands 

The object of the late treaty has been to obtain a complete 
and commanding influence to render this at all secure from 
interruption and contest, our authority must be introduced upon 
similar pimciples into other leading Mahratta states The 
accomplishment of this seems little probable if desirable, and the 
reasons for not thinking it desirable have been already stated 

The objections to forming a subsidiary connection with the 
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Mahratta states upon the modified plan heiein pioposed appear 
less serious, as it throws less weight of management and inter- 
ference upon us, whilst in its nature it is less calculated to excite 
the resentment and jealousy of poweis not included in the 
alliance , the stipulations may be fulfilled without so laige an 
extension of our native force, but even upon this principle it 
ought not to be carried beyond what appeals absolutely reqinstte 
to unite some propoition of the confederacy m interest with us, 
as I am satisfied the limited number of men that can be ob- 
tained in Europe for general service in the present state of our 
manufactures and commerce, and the extended scale on which 
it will be thought necessary hereafter to provide for our home 
defence, lendeis it hopeless to aim at obtaining for India a 
larger establishment of King’s troops 

In any modification of the treaty of Bassem upon the piin- 
ciples above suggested, it is of great importance to guaid against 
any impression calculated to make the Nizam discontented with 
the treaty of Hydeiabad of 1800. 

This cannot be difficult to manage The Nizam has a diiect 
interest m the subsidiary force being so stationed as effectually 
to cover his dominions from Mahratta incursions , it will be easy 
to make him feel the policy of modifying our connection with 
the Court of Poonah, the head of the Mahiatta confederacy, 
so as to occasion less jealousy in the other states, and as war 
always augments his expenses, as our ally, he will have the 
same interest in the adoption of measures tending to allay the 
uneasiness of the other Mahratta powers which we ourselves 
have 

The object to be aimed at should be, to place the alliance 
with the Court of Poonah, as neaily as may be, on the footing 
of our connection with the Nizam pievious to 1798, letaining 
however the assigned lands as a permanent provision for a per- 
manent force to be held always disposable for the piotection of 
the Peishwa, although not stationed within his dominions, and 
it appears to me that so far from encoui aging 01 wishing the 
Peishwa to order this force frequently and without adequate 
necessity to enter his territory, that the object of the Resident 
at Poonah should be to discourage as much as possible his 
applying for it, when its services can be dispensed with, and 
whenever the service is performed on which it is lequired, that 
it should be our endeavour to have it returned to its station with 
the least possible delay 
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Such IS the course of management which appears to me best 
calculated to strengthen our influence not only at Poonah, but 
in the other Mahratta Courts Between this, and a system of 
authority founded on force, and not likely to be effected without 
continual struggles, I apprehend there is no safe medium 

Whether this alteration of oui engagements with the Peishwa 
had better be made a matter of general negotiation at the peace 
with the Mahratta states, or at once settled between the Peishwa 
and the Company, must be judged of on the spot, in the former 
case, it may lead to some equivalent arrangements on the part 
of our enemies , in the latter, it would bear less the complexion 
of a concession, whilst it would probably narrow mateiially the 
points at issue with the other powers 

Our first object then seems to be, to fulfil our engagements to 
the Peishwa , our second, to alter to a certain degree the nature 
of our connection with that state A third consideration is, 
what steps we are called upon to take m consequence of the 
part which the other Mahratta powers have acted on the present 
occasion, particulaily Scindiah and the Berar Rajah, Holkar by 
the last accounts not having as yet joined the confederacy 
Whatever might have been their natural motives of jealousy, 
their conduct has throughout been marked by the utmost 
duplicity They appear to have taken their measuies for war 
whilst they were professing friendship 

They did not remonstiate against the treaty of Bassem, on 
the contrary, Scindiah disclaimed any purpose of disturbing it, 
and declared he did not consider it to contain any stipulation 
inconsistent with his interest , the evidence we had of orders 
given by Scindiah to his chiefs on the Bengal frontier clearly 
marks that his interview with the Berar Rajah, and the menacing 
posture taken by their united forces immediately on the Nizam’s 
teriitories, was a prelude to hostilities 

Not having demanded explanation, nor made any attempt to 
settle the question by amicable negotiation, but having on the 
contrary pursued a course of equivocation and deceit, we are 
warranted m consideiing them as aggressors 

In this case we aie entitled to demand from them (subject to 
prudential considerations) indemnity for the expenses incurred 
by us and our allies in the war , in the application however of 
this light. It would be highly unadvisable to protract the war in 
the hope of obtaining such retribution 

Pecuniary compensation is very much out of the question 
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With such states, they have little tieasure and less ciedit, and 
any security given on lands is only keeping alive a question of 
litigation between them and us if our successes aie such as to 
place within our reach any concession on their part without 
piotracting the contest Better take it m some absolute and 
unqualified surrender than any thing connected with a pio- 
tracted settlement, and if the surrender is of a territorial de- 
scription, it IS desirable that it should be some point of value 
rather as a means of security to our existing possessions than 
selected with a view to their extension 

The expelling the French now in the service of Scmdiah is 
ceitamly a considerable object, and one to which the Governoi- 
General’s attention appears already earnestly directed As far 
as my means of mfoimation go I should conceive Baroach m 
the Guzerat belonging to Scmdiah, and Cuttack to the Rajah 
of Berar, would be the points of most importance to insist on, 
as tending to deny to European intrigue their best channels of 
intercourse with the native powers 

The object however of most importance will be, to bring the 
war to an end as early as is consistent with our good honour and 
good faith Extension of territory not being our purpose, we 
have nothing to gam from the contest, whilst it suspends all our 
views to the reduction of debt, &c 

Castlereagh 

40. The Secret Committee of the honourable Court of Directors 
of the East India Company to the most noble the G-overnor- 
General in Council, Bengal 

Strictures on the Policy of the Treaty Propriety of 
relaxing some of its Articles 

East India House, London, 6th Maich, 1804 
We have received despatches from our Presidency of Bombay, 
dated the 8th September, 1803, announcing to us the actual 
commencement of hostilities between our foices and ceitam of 
the Mahratta powers 

The successes with which the campaign has opened by the 
immediate reduction of Ahmednuggur and Broach, m a manner 
so highly creditable to the British arms and to the officers who 
directed those operations, could not fail to affoid us the highest 
satisfaction But as it was always our wish to avoid a con- 
nection with the Mahrattas at the expense or even at the serious 
risk of a war with any of the leading membeis of that con- 
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fedeiacy, we deeply regret that such has been the result of the 
treaty concluded with the Peishwa at Bassein, and we feel it 
necessaiy in consequence thereof at this early period, to convey 
to you our sentiments upon the present postuie of affairs 

Removed as we are from the immediate scene of action, much 
must necessarily at all times be left to the discretion of our 
governments on the spot, in applying the principles which we 
may think it necessaiy to pi escribe for the direction of their 
conduct to the piecise state of ciicumstances under which they 
may be called upon at the moment to act We shall, therefore, 
confine ourselves in the present despatch, to a statement of the 
general consideiations by which we desire 5)'our conduct may be 
governed 

Whilst we aie prepaied to make eveiy exertion which is due 
to the good faith, and which the character and honour of oui 
government may require, we do not, as a measuie of policy, 
attach that value to the piovisions of the treaty in question, 
which would lead us to wish that it should be maintained at all 
hazards m its piesent form, if by any modifications of the 
stipulations therein contained, our connection with the state of 
Poonah can be rendered a measure of less alarm and jealousy 
to the othei Mahratta powers, being firmly persuaded that no 
alliance with a Mahiatta power, but more especially with one in 
militaiy rank not standing higher than the third or fourth in the 
empire, can in the long run be consistent with oui interests, 
unless the preponderating majority of the confederacy can be 
reconciled to that connection 

The most piomment giounds of jealousy entertained by the 
Mahratta states of the late treaty, appear to arise out of the 
third and seventeenth articles, the former introducing and per- - 
manently stationing a commanding British force in the Peishwa’s 
dominions, the lattei binding his Highness without the stipula- 
tions being reciprocal not to commence any negotiation with any 
other power without previous communication with the British 
Government, which two stipulations they consider as tending to 
place under our control and guidance the legitimate head of 
then Empiie 

Under a strong conviction of the embarrassment which must 
arise from our mixing ourselves too intimately in the com- 
plicated politics of this distracted empire, our wish is to confine 
the purposes of the treaty strictly to the support and defence 
of the Peishwa in the quiet possession of his own immediate 
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dominions, and to avoid not only m fact but in appearance ever}^ 
thing- which can be construed to affect the independency of the 
Mahratta confederacy through its legitimate head, or which can 
create distrust and jealousy between the Peishwa and the other 
great powers of the empire We are theiefore desirous whilst 
the suppoit to which his Highness is entitled under the tieaty 
of Bassein (so long as he shall remain faithful to his engage- 
ments), IS afforded to him in the fullest mannei, that we should 
not hesitate to relax in such -stipulations as were introduced into 
that treaty rather for our, than for his Highness’s accommoda- 
tion When we refer to the Peishwa’s former reluctance to the 
introduction of a subsidiary force within his dominions, and 
when we couple this with the decided repugnance which un- 
doubtedly exists to the arrangement lately concluded, on the 
pait of the other states, we cannot doubt that a relaxation of 
this condition of the tieaty will prove highly satisfactory to his 
Highness, and we also flatter ourselves that by this relaxation 
a mateiial objection m the feelings of the other states may be 
removed In order more distinctly to mark that our object is 
sincerely to support and by no means to infringe the inde- 
pendency of our ally, our wish is that it should be expressly 
stipulated in an additional article to the treaty that the sub- 
sidiaiy force shall heieafter be stationed within the Company’s 
terntories, in such a position as shall enable it to act on the 
shoitest notice in support of the Peishwa, but that it shall upon 
no account, except upon a formal requisition from the Peishwa, 
(unless restraint should be put upon his Highness’s person) enter 
his dominions We also are willing to abandon the seventeenth 
article, and to rely on the interest his Highness will have in 
cultivating a good understanding with the British for his fidelity 
to the general stipulations of the alliance in any connections he 
may form with other powers It is material further to call your 
attention to the twelfth article of the treaty Having in con- 
formity to the treaty of Hyderabad stipulated in article thirteen 
for a right of arbitrating all the differences subsisting between 
the Nizam and the Peishwa, we entertain great doubts whether 
it IS desirable, regard being had to the chaiacter and complexion 
which It IS our object to give to the alliance, to stipulate for a 
general right of arbitration as between the Peishwa and other 
states Such a right must in itself create much jealousy, and we 
are inclined to think that it would be on the whole better not to 
push our claim of arbitrating so far This course seems the less 
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hazaidous as the tieaty of Bassein is not only guaided by the 
geneial principles which appertain to all defensive alliances, 
but IS also specifically restricted with lefeience to ceitain states 
therein named. In thus conveying oui instructions upon this 
impoitant subject we think it due to the Governor-Geneial in 
Council to state, that the objections which attach upon the 
treaty of Bassein in its present form did not when this subject 
was last under consideiation in the months of September and 
December i8oOj as circumstances then stood, impress themselves 
upon our minds with equal force We therefore desire to be 
undei stood, as not attaching blame to the conduct of our 
government abroad with respect to the foim of the treaty itself, 
however subsequent events may have convinced us of the hazard 
of aiming at so close a connection with the court of Poonah 
We cannot close this despatch without advciting to the late 
pioceedings of the othei Mahiatta chiefs Whilst we are leady 
to admit that states jealous of then independency might natu- 
lally entertain some alaim at stipulations capable of being 
represented to them as placing the head of the empire undei the 
immediate contiol of a foieign powei, we cannot avoid noticing 
the deceitful and disingenuous conduct pursued by Scindiah and 
the Rajah of Beiar pievious to the rupture Instead of openly 
avowing their sentiments and endeavouring by amicable ex- 
planation to obtain relief from any stipulations of the treaty 
which could be supposed to affect then interests, they m terms 
disclaimed any ground of objection, and disavowed any intention 
of obstructing this connection Whilst such was then language 
It appeals they weie intent upon gaming time with a view of 
ai ranging a confedeiacy and of acting hostilely against the 
Company and its allies so soon as their measures weie ripe for 
execution and the season favoured their operations Such 
having been the conduct of these chieftains, the Company are 
clearly entitled to consider them as aggressois and (as far as 
prudential considerations will justify them m asseitmg the claim) 
to demand from the enemy a leasonable indemnity for the 
expences of the war But you are to understand, however in- 
disputable this claim in strictness may be, that it is our positive 
diiection the war may by no means be pi oti acted m pursuit of 
such an object Upon the whole our wish is that a modification 
of the treaty should at all events take place m conformity to 
the above instructions, not on the ground of concession but upon 
a deliberate consideration of the system of policy which appears 



HASTEN PEACE, THOUGH BY GIVING UP CONQUESTS 273 

to US to be the best adapted to the genius and the character of 
this people Determining to ‘support the Peishwa on the 
Musnud unless his Highness by some act of his shall have dis- 
solved the alliance, as also the treaty of Bassein, upon the 
modified plan herein described, whenever the powers we are 
opposed to shall be disposed to recognize oui rights and those 
of our ally the Peishwa as under the treaty so amended, we see 
no adequate motive for continuing the war, and should the 
success of our arms be such as under all the circumstances 
appear to you in prudence to warrant a demand of some con- 
cessions from our opponents, we desire that the demand be 
framed upon principles of great model ation and with a view to 
the improvement of the military security lather than the ex- 
tension of our present dominions 
We must however impress most strongly on your minds that 
the early termination of the war is the object to which we 
desire your efforts may be most earnestly directed, and although 
we have thought it right to advert to the possible expediency 
of requiring certain sacrifices in the nature of reparation from 
our opponents, you aie by no means to consider such sug- 
gestions as controlling your conduct in case you should be of 
opinion under all the circumstances that peace is likely to be 
more firmly established and future causes of dissension more 
effectually obviated by an entire restoration of all our conquests 

We are your affectionate friends, 

Jacob Bosanquet, 

' John Roberts, 

W Devaynez 


41. Major-G-eneral Wellesley’s Observations on the 
policy of the Treaty. 

Reply to Lord CastlereagJi s strtcUtres and proposals. 

As the author of observations on Mahratta affairs does not 
appear to me to have viewed the policy of the treaty of Bassein 
in the light in which I have viewed it, and as I conceive that 
much of his reasoning upon the subject is to be attributed to 
his erroneous view m my opinion of the political state of India 
at the time the treaty was made, I deem it necessary to advert 
shortly to the political situation of the great powers in India at 

T 
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different periods in which any important change has taken place 
since the peace of Sermgapatam, before I proceed to consider 
the amendments to the treaty of Bassein which have been 
proposed 

In the consideration of all questions of Indian policy, it is 
necessary to extend our views beyond those powers immediately 
possessing territory. It is well known that the French have 
nevei ceased to look to the re-establishment of their power in 
India , and although they possess no territory themselves on the 
continent, they have at all times had some influence in the coun- 
cils of the different native powers, and sometimes great power 
by means of the European adventurers intioduced into native 
aimies There can be no doubt but that the French govern- 
ment would avail themselves of an instrument, such as the 
influence oi the power of these adventurers would give them, 
to prosecute their favouiite plan in India, and it is equally 
certain, that whether at peace or at war with Great Britain, the 
object of every French statesman must be to diminish the in- 
fluence, the power, and the prosperity of the British Govern- 
ment m India I therefore conclude, that in the consideration 
of every question of Indian policy, or in an inquiiy into the 
expediency of any political measure, rt is absolutely necessary 
to view it, not only as it will affect Indian powers, but as it will 
affect the French 

When I establish this principle, I don’t mean that the asser- 
tion ‘that the French interest has been affected,’ is to be ad- 
mitted in justification of every political measure of the govern- 
ment It is necessary only that it should be lecollected by 
those who are to judge of political affairs in India, that French 
power and French influence are important parts of every political 
discussion by the governments abroad , and it will appear by 
the view which I shall take of the political situation of the great 
powers in India at different periods, that French influence was 
powerful, that to have omitted to guard against the French 
would have been ruinous to the Company, and that the necessity 
of guarding against French influence was one of the principal 
causes of the treaty of Bassein 

In order thoroughly to understand the relations in which the 
different powers of India stood to each other at the peiiod at 
which the treaty of Bassein was concluded, and to be able to 
comprehend the objects and benefits of that treaty, it is necessary 
to advert to the situation in which they stood at the peace of 
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Seringapatam in 1792, and to trace their progress from that 
period 

The three great powers, the English, the Peishwa, and the 
Nizam, having each received injuiies from Tippoo Sultaun, 
joined in the war, the result of which was that peace , and the 
object of the British Government was if possible to pieseiwe the 
power of each in the situation in which it was left by the 
pacification Loid Cornwallis, who foresaw the difficulties and 
dangers to which the alliance would be exposed from the claims 
of the Mahrattas upon the Nizam, endeavouied to establish the 
alliance upon a more fiim basis, by interposing the arbitration 
of the Biitish Government in their disputes, but the Mahrattas 
who knew that their claims were without foundation, that they 
depended entirely upon their superior stiength, and that the 
result of an arbitration by the British Government must be 
unfavourable to them, declined to accept the offer made by Lord 
Cornwallis 

I conceive tins to be the real history of the refusal of Loid 
Cornwallis to allow the Mahiattas to subsidize two British 
battalions as mentioned by the anonymous observer, if such 
a proposal was ever made to him His Lordship found that 
without giving the British Government any additional strength 
or security, the Peishwa ’s general wished to have the assistance 
of the British troops in the support of the Peishwa’s internal 
government, and his Loidship was not desirous of being in- 
volved in the internal disputes of the Mahrattas, without having 
some coriesponding political advantage. 

The lesult of the refusal of the Mahiattas to allow the ar- 
bitration of the British Government was exactly what his Lord- 
ship had foreseen. In the couise of veiy few years the Mah- 
rattas attacked the Nizam for the purpose of enforcing their 
unjust claims The Biitish Government of that day did not 
interfere, and the Nizam was obliged, m a treaty signed at 
Kurdlah, on the to cede half his territories, 

to pay a great sum of money, and to give up to the Mah- 
rattas his prime minister Musheir-ool Mulk, and to appoint 
another minister, recommended by the enemies who had reduced 
his power to that low state His Highness was also obliged 
to consent to send out of his territories the two British battalions 
which had continued with him since the peace of Seringapatam 

In the contest which had just taken place between the Mah- 
rattas and the Nizam, the troops principally employed, and 

T 3 
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whose gallantry had been most conspicuous, were the corps of 
infantry in the service of Scmdiah on the one side, and those 
in the service of the Nizam on the other Both these corps were 
commanded, and in general officered by Frenchmen and other 
foreigners The corps in the service of the Nizam in particular, 
commanded by M Raymond, had distinguished itself in an 
extraordinary manner, although unsuccessful 

After the expeiience of the war, which had just terminated, 
the Nizam, seeing that he could not rely upon the assistance of 
the British Government against the Mahrattas, determined to 
increase the corps of infantry, officeied by Frenchmen and other 
foreigners, to the greatest extent that his finances would admit, 
and to render it as efficient as was possible With this view, a 
large territory was granted in Jagheer to M Raymond, from the 
levenues of which he was to pay the troops under his command , 
and the number of troops and French officers to command them 
was vastly increased 

In a short time after the peace of Kurdlah, the Peishwa Madoo 
Rao Narrain died, and a scene of intrigue and confusion ensued 
at Poonah, the object of which was the succession to the Mus- 
nud of the Peishwa, and the possession of the power of the 
Poonah state 

It IS useless to the consideration of the question under dis- 
cussion to endeavour, and would be impossible to succeed m 
detailing the events which occurred upon that occasion , the 
result was the establishment, in the hands of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, of all the power of the Peishwa 

The predecessor of this chief had conquered the territories in 
the Doab of the Jumna and Ganges, and those on the right of 
the Jumna , he was in possession of the person of the King, and 
of his power, by virtue of his office of Vakeel ul Muluck , and 
thus was established in the hand of one Mahratta, all the ter- 
ritory and all the power on the west side of India, extending 
from Hurdwar to the Toombuddra, along the frontiers of the 
Company, the Nabob Vizier, the Nizam, Tippoo Sultaun, &c. 
I have already observed that Scmdiah had m his service a corps 
of infantry, commanded and generally officered by Frenchman 
This corps had conquered the territories m Hmdostan, had ten- 
dered essential service m the war which preceded the peace 
of Kurdlah, and had been the pimcipal mstiument m the 
establishment of Scmdiah’s power at Poonah This corps, there- 
fore, commanded and officered by Frenchmen, may be fairly 
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stated to have been the principal instrument and support of the 
enormous power thus established m the western side of India 

On the other hand a similar corps, officered in a similar man- 
ner, was the principal, indeed the only support of the state of 
the Nizam The difference between the two was, that that of 
Raymond was the most powerful , and Raymond had the most 
influence in the councils of the Prince whom he was serving, 
owing to the destruction of the power and authoiity of the 
Nizam in his own territories, occasioned by the disgrace suffered 
at Kurdlah 

In this situation, the Governor-General, Lord Wellesley, found 
political affairs when he assumed the government in the year 
1798. 

As Lord Cornwallis had foreseen, the state of the Nizam was 
nearly destroyed by the Mahiattas, the policy of the British 
Government had obliged the Nizam to support his tottering 
authority by the service of a body of troops commanded by 
French officers, in whose hands was the only power in the state 

The Peishwa’s power was lodged by another train of events 
in the hands of Scmdiah, who possessed besides all the power 
of the noith and west of India, and whose principal support and 
instrument was a corps of a similar description, likewise com- 
manded by Frenchmen 

It IS useless to detail the measures adopted by Lord Wellesley 
to remedy the evils which resulted from this state of the govern- 
ments of the allies of the Company in the war with Tippoo 
Sultaun, of which he saw the probability in the year 1798 It is 
sufficient here to observe, that his Lordship relieved the Nizam 
fiom the state of dependence m which he was held by the com- 
manding officer of the French corps in his service. The French 
officeis were dismissed , Biitish troops were subsidized in lieu 
of the corps which the French officers had commanded , and the 
British Government enjoyed the advantage of the assistance of 
the Nizam in the wai which ensued with Tippoo Sultaun 

The measures by which the Governoi -General proposed to 
relieve the government of the Peishwa from the state in which 
It was held by Scmdiah failed to produce their effect. His 
Highness’s Government was in Scmdiah’s hands, and the British 
Government derived no assistance from this branch of the 
alliance 

After the destruction of the power of Tippoo Sultaun, on the 
4th of May, 1799, ^ combination of politics appeared m 
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India The native powei, against whose enmity it had been 
necessary to piovide, by an alliance with the Peishwa and the 
Nizam was no more, and the Governor-Geneial was to deter- 
mine the relation in which the Biitish Government should stand 
in respect to the powei s which remained These were that of 
the Nizam, and that of the Mahiattas 

It was obviously the mteicst of the British Goveinment that 
the power of the Nizam should continue to exist in a state of in- 
dependence If there had been any icasonable giound foi hope 
that his Highness’s state could continue m independence, thcie 
might possibly have been no occasion for an alteiatiOn of the 
treaty by which the Company was then allied with his Plighness 
But it could not exist in that state, unless the Peishwa should 
consent to admit the mediation and aibitration of the Biitish 
Government in the questions or claims which his Highness had 
upon the Nizam The Govei nor-General therefore offered to allow 
the Peishwa to participate in the acquisitions made by the de- 
struction of the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, provided his Highness 
would admit the arbitiation of the British Government in his 
disputes with the Nizam, and would receive a subsidiary force 
The Peishwa declined to accept this offer , and the acquisitions 
made in the wai weic divided between the parties concerned in 
carrying it on 

The state of the Nizam’s government however, after this 
refusal of the Peishwa, must still have pressed upon the con- 
sideration of the Governor-General 

By the treaty of 1798, his Highness was precluded from the 
employment of the British subsidiary troops against the Mah- 
rattas, 01 against certain tributaries of his, likewise tributaries 
of the Peishwa , and it was obvious that however advan- 
tageous the treaty of 1798 had been to his government m 
many respects, his Highness was still in the situation m respect 
to the Mahrattas, in which he had been m the yeai , with 
this difference, however, that he had no longer the support and 
service of the corps commanded by the French officers It be- 
came necessary therefore for the Governor-Geneial to decide re- 
specting the Nizam’s government, whether he would allow it to 
fall into the hands of the Mahrattas , whether he would allow it 
to revert into the hands of the French adventurers from whom 
he had relieved the Nizam in the year of 1798 , or whethei he 
would by an alteration of the treaty of 1798 extend the objects 
of the alliance, and lender it defensive against all powers what- 
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ever, and m this manner undertake the defence of the Nizam, 
asfainst the vexatious claims which it was certain that the Mali- 
rattas would make upon him 

It IS scarcely necessary that I should advert to the conse- 
quences which would have resulted from the first The Mah- 
rattas would shoitly have exercised the powei of the Nizam’s 
government, whose teriitory at that time extended to the south- 
ward of the Kistna and Toombuddra, along the frontier of the 
newly established government of Mysore They would soon 
have found the means of making claims in his name, or m that 
of the Peishwa, on the Rajah bf Mysore, 01 the Nabob of the 
Carnatic, or even the Company, and the consequence would have 
been a war with that restless power, of which the seat would 
have been the territories of the Company or their allies, and 
the sources from which the means to carry on the war were to 
be drawn 

The second mode would have been in direct contradiction to 
the opinion of parliament and the nation, and of every man 
who had given an opinion on the Governor-General’s conduct m 
his tiansactions with the Nizam’s government in the year 1798. 
It would have introduced Frenchmen, French influence, mteiests 
and power into the heart of India, after they had been expelled 
by the Governor-General 

There remained then only to take the Nizam under the pro- 
tection of the Company, and this measure was adopted by the 
general defensive treaty of 1800, although every man who knew 
anything of the politics of India foresaw that the consequence of 
this measure might be sooner or later a war with the Mahrattas. 

The probability of such a war was foieseen by the foimer 
Governor-General Sir John Shore, in a minute in which he 
discussed the question regarding a closer alliance with the 
Nizam , and it is supposed that Lord Wellesley saw clearly 
that the only mode of avoiding that war, was to induce the 
Peishwa to become a party to the alliance, and to submit his 
claims to the arbitration of the British Government. Consist- 
ently with this opinion, it was the duty of the Governor- 
General to repeat his offers of alliance as frequently as oppor- 
tunities might occur , and accordingly they were repeated upon 
different occasions. 

I cannot agree in opinion with the anonymous observer, that 
the offers to admit the Peishwa as a party to the general de- 
fensive alliance were not accepted, because the Governor-General 
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insisted that a body of British tioops should be posted in his 
Highness’s territories 

In the first place it does not appear that the Governor-General 
insisted upon that object as a sme quA non He may, for reasons 
into which I will enter hereafter, have thought it dcsiiable that a 
body of British troops should be at Poonah , but he did not 
insist upon it However, I shall consider this point upon the 
facts stated by the anonymous observer 

Till the end of the yeai 1 800, Scindiah was at Poonah with an 
army, it was obvious that he would not willingly consent to the 
defensive treaty because it would put an end to all his piojects 
of ambition m the Deccan , and the Peishwa could not consent 
to it, because he would have been exposed to the tyranny of 
Scindiah from the time at which he would sign the treaty to that 
at which the British tioops would aiiive at Poonah 

When ciicumstanccs obliged Scindiah to quit Poonah with his 
army, he appointed the Peishwa’s mimsteis, who still continued 
to negotiate with the British Resident , and it is a fact well 
known that the Peishwa did not know even of the existence of a 
negotiation, much less the nature of the objects offeicd to his 
acceptance, and refused by his servants 

The result of this statement and reasoning is, that the policy 
of a connection with the Mahrattas did not ‘arise fiom the con- 
nection subsisting previously to the conquest of Mysore, between 
the Company, the Mahrattas, and the Nizam, by the treaty 
concluded in 1790 at Poonah but subsequently to the conquest 
of Mysore, it oiigmated, ist In the necessity of pieserving the 
state of the Nizam in independence 2ndly In the unjust claims of 
the Mahratta nation on the Nizam 3rdly In the certainty that 
those claims would be asserted in arms, and that the Nizam must 
submit unless he should piotect himself by raising an army to 
be officered by European adventurers, paiticulaily Frenchmen 
4thly In the necessity of pi eventing the Nizam from entertain- 
ing those adventurers, and of affording him protection at least 
equal to that which he would have procuied for himself by those 
means, even at the risk of a war with the whole Mahratta nation 
In this view of the question I have entiiely omitted the en- 
larged consideiations which must be obvious to every statesman 
who discusses it I have likewise omitted to advert to the 
pecuhai situation of the British power in India, which requires 
that the funds applicable to the defence of the country should be 
applied to commercial purposes, and therefore lenders it neces- 
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sary that the local government should derive means of support- 
ing aimies different from those usually resorted to , I have con- 
sideied nothing but that which was absolutely necessaiy for 
security in the fiist instance, and for peace m the second 

There can be no question about the Mahratta claims, or that 
they would have been enforced with aims, or that the Nizam 
must have yielded unless supported by the French, or by the 
Company The question is, whether the best mode of pi event- 
ing the war was to prevail upon the Peishwa to become a paity 
to the defensive alliance 

It is not necessary that I should consider the particular cir- 
cumstances of the times at the different periods at which 
pioposals were made to the Peishwa to become a paity to the 
defensive alliance It will be sufficient for the purpose undei 
consideration to state, that the consequence of the conclusion of 
the defensive arrangements with the Peishwa at any period 
since the year 1799, must have been to join against Scindiah a 
great proportion of the Mahratta nation It is possible that 
under these circumstances Scindiah might have acquiesced in 
the airangement, but supposing that he should have gone to war 
to oppose it, the war would have been one of far less extent and 
difficulty than that in which the Company must sooner or later 
have been involved with the whole Mahratta nation, by the 
necessity of supporting the Nizam The seat of it would have 
been the territories of our enemies instead of our own, and the 
sources from which we were to diaw the means of carrying it on. 

But the question is not properly referable to the admission of 
the Peishwa to the defensive alliance, at any period antecedent 
to the treaty of Bassem, but to that treaty itself 

In ordei to be able to form a judgment whether the ciicum- 
stances under which it was negotiated affoided the best chance 
of preserving the peace of India, it is necessary to advert to the 
situation of Mahratta affairs fiom the years 1798—9 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah appears to have possessed the power to 
which I have referred in the former part of this memorandum, 
from the time at which he placed the Peishwa Bajee Rao on the 
musnud He was involved however in a contest m Malwa with 
the females of the family of his piedecessor Madhajee Scindiah , 
and after the death of Tuckojee Holkar, he was desirous of 
influencing the disposal of the succession of that chief, in such a 
manner as to forwaid his own political objects In pursuance of 
these views, he murdered Mulhar Rao (the son of Tuckojee 
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Holkar) at Poonah. Jeswunt Rao Holkar, the natural son of 
Tuckojee Holkai, fled upon that occasion, and after a variety of 
adventuies in the teiritories of the Nizam and of the Rajah of 
Berar, he first joined the Bhyes, and then plundeied them. He 
afterwards, m the yeai 1800, attacked and defeated a detach- 
ment of Scmdiah’s army at Oujein 

These events obliged Scindiah to quit Poonah Towards the 
end of that year, he defeated Holkai in a pitched battle fought 
at Indore , and m 1801 and i8oa, drove him out of Malwa into 
the Deccan Holkar then attacked the Peishwa, and having a 
laige body of troops defeated the united aimies of Scmdiah and 
the Peishwa at Poonah. In the month of October 1802, the 
Peishwa fled, and took lefuge under the Company’s piotection at 
Bassein, having previous to the battle at Poonah signed an agree- 
ment, which contained all the principal objects of the treaty of 
Bassein 

In this crisis, all the Mahratta powers pressed the Governor- 
General to mterfcie in their affairs. Scmdiah lepeatedly urged 
the Governor-General to settle the Peishwa’s affairs , and begged 
that his Highness and himself might enjoy the benefit of the 
Company’s fiiendship 

I believe it might be proved that Scmdiah was fully informed 
of every point in the negotiation of the treaty of Bassein His 
vakeel Ballajee Koonjeer was the Peishwa’s dewan at the time, 
and he knew every thing 

Holkar’s declared intention and appaient object was to establish 
a new government at Poonah under one of the sons of Amrut 
Rao as Peishwa. 

The government at Poonah would under this arrangement 
have been administered m its military branch by Holkar , and 
in Its civil, by Amrut Rao These peisons both repeatedly 
lequested the Company’s countenance for themselves , and m 
fact the airangement failed because Ammt Rao saw that the 
British Government was detei mined to oppose it, and to support 
Bajee Rao At all events, Holkai and Amiut Rao requested 
the Company’s mediation of their disputes with the Peishwa, and 
urged the Governoi -General to interfere to settle the affairs at 
Poonah 

Although it cannot be asserted that the Peishwa is a powerful 
prince, there is a large paity m the empire attached to his person, 
all of whom were anxious m the expression of their wishes that the 
British Government should interfere m his affairs The Peishwa’s 
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right to the musnud is universally acknowledged, although his 
authoiity is from circumstances imperfect, and his orders but ill 
obeyed , and his cause supported by the Biitish Government was 
ceitainly popular in the southern parts of the empire 

The southern chiefs who are the principal support of the 
government of Poonah had not submitted to Holkar , they weie 
in aims waiting for the ai rival of the British troops^ as the instru- 
ments of the interference of the British Government in the 
Peishwa’s affaiis , and they joined the British army when it 
ariived in then neighbourhood Theie was no probability that 
Holkai would make any serious opposition to the march of the 
British troops to Poonah He had not made his peace with 
Scmdiah, indeed neither party thought of it, and he would have 
opposed himself singly in an unpopular cause, to all the great 
powers in India 

Under all these circumstances, and allowing for the treacheiy 
of the Mahiatta character, there was every reason to believe, that 
the close of the year 1802 was the most favourable period that 
had evei occurred, or that would occur, for the admission of the 
Peishwa as a party to the defensive alliance without a war 

I have alieady stated my leasons for thinking that this measuie 
was the only one that could be devised to avoid a war which 
sooner or later must have occurred with all the Mahiatta poweis, 
in the support and defence of the Nizam , and the anonymous 
observer has pointed out with great truth and accuracy, the 
sentiments of the Court of Directors, and of the Government at 
home, on the subject of the admission of the Peishwa to the 
defensive alliance It is tiue that the Court of Directois do not 
appear to have had a veiy distinct knowledge of the objects of the 
defensive alliance , and like the anonymous observer, supposed 
that it was founded upon the triple alliance of the year 1790, to 
defend the allies against Tippoo, who was no more However, 
whatever may have been the reasons of the appiobation of the 
Court of Directois, and of the authorities at home, they approved 
the measure, and ordered the Governor-General, accoiding to 
the anonymous observer, to carry it into execution Surely it 
will not be denied that if the Governor- Geneial had passed 
over the opportunity which offered at the end of the year 1802, 
he would have been guilty of the most flagrant disobedience of 
ordeis, and dereliction of his own principles and measures le- 
peatedly reviewed by himself and by the first authorities in India 
and in England 
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If the Governor-Geneial had omitted to take advantage of the 
opportunity which presented itself at the close of the year i S02, 
I think the most probable result would have been a war with the 
Poonah state under the government of Holkai and Amrut Rao, 
and it IS not impiobable but that the war might have extended 
to the whole of the Mahiatta states 

The Biitish Government might on this plan of proceeding 
have collected their armies, and have remained upon the fiontier 
to watch the course of proceedings as lecommended by the 
anonymous observer, 01 they might have passed over, as un- 
worthy of notice, evei y thing that was doing at Poonah , and 
have delayed to take any steps till the moment when they or 
their allies should be attacked I cannot exactly discern the 
object in assembling the army upon the frontier, if it was to do 
nothing The most expensive article m India is an army m the 
field , and the most useless is one destined to act upon the 
defensive. An army m a state of preparation to act offensively 
when opportunity will offer is indeed useful, and I believe no 
aim)'- evci seized so favouiable an oppoitumty as that which 
marched to Poonah in Maich and April, 1803 

But the anonymous observei says, that we ought to have con- 
ceited our arrangements with Scmdiah , that we ought to have 
offered a disinterested mediation, and to have acted in conceit 
with Scindiah at one time, and at another with the Rajah of 
Berar 

I have already shewn, and the anonymous observer acknow- 
ledges that the British Government were encouraged, nay, 
stiongly urged, by all the principal Mahratta powers, amongst 
others by Holkar himself, to mteifeie m the settlement of the 
Peishwa’s affairs In lespect to a concert, the anonymous 
observer forgets the difficulty and length of every communica- 
tion with the chief who was to be party to the concert. Sup- 
posing that It had been possible to bung Scindiah into our 
measures, the direct object of which was to take the Nizam out 
of his reach, and to deprive him of all objects of ambition in the 
Deccan, it would still have taken six months before the Com- 
mander-m-Chief of the army could receive the oiders of the 
Governor- General to advance to Poonah, even if the diplomatic 
agent charged with the negotiations with Scmdiah should have 
had occasion to make but two leferences to the Governor- 
General But 111 this case the objects of the British Government, 
of Scmdiah and of the Rajah of Berar would have been entirely 
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different That of the British Government would have been 
to restore the Peishwa to the exercise of his authoiity, inde- 
pendently of any of the feudatory Mahratta chiefs, in order that 
his Highness might perform bis treaty with the Company, in 
favour of the Nizam That of Scindiah would have been to 
restore the government of the Peishwa, in order that he might 
usurp and exercise its authority, and revive the old claims and 
objects of ambition in the Deccan As far as it is possible to 
form a judgment of the course of politics of any Mahratta, 
the Rajah of Berar favoured Holkar’s usurpation at Poonah, 
and the establishment of the new government to be founded 
upon it . 

Supposing that it had been possible, by placing the treaty of 
Bassein upon a broader basis^ as proposed by the anonymous 
observer, to induce Scindiah to agree to its only important stipu- 
lation, VIZ , that of the mediation and arbitration of the Mahratta 
claims in the Peishwa’s name made upon the Nizam, it would 
have become a question of considerable importance to the 
British Government to decide whether that chief should be 
allowed to resume his situation at Poonah, and to usurp all the 
power and authority of the Peishwa’s government 

It must be recollected that Scindiah’s resumption of his power 
must have been preceded by the defeat of Holkar’s army in the 
Deccan Scindiah’s power was already established m the whole 
of Hmdostan and Malwa The reduction of Holkar’s force, and 
the re-estabhshment at Poonah of Scmdiah’s power would have 
replaced Mahratta affairs in the situation in which they had 
been since the death of Madhoo-Rao-Narram, from which they 
had been relieved by a variety of unforeseen events One 
powerful Mahratta chief, with a French force as his principal 
support, would have possessed all the territory, influence and 
power, from the sources of the Ganges to the Toombuddra , 
the situation which all Indian politicians have deprecated since 
the British nation have had any thing to do with Indian politics 
It IS therefore very probable that the British Government and 
Scindiah would not have agreed in a detailed concert for the 
settlement of the Peishwa’s government , and it is certain that 
they would not have agreed with the Rajah of Berar 

In this diversity of opinions and objects the negotiations would 
have been proti acted possibly more than a year 

In all military opeiations, but particularly in India, time is 
eveiy thing , and I am decidedly of opinion, that if we had not 



286 MEANWHILE, HOLKAR S POWER WOULD HA VE GROWN xMUCH 


seized the opportunity which was taken, the maich to Poonah 
would never have been effected 

If the British Government had hesitated in the measures 
which It should adopt, Amrut Rao would have consented to the 
arrangement proposed for his son This boy would have been 
placed upon the musnud with the title of Peishwa The southern 
chiefs would soon have submitted to Holkar They arc generally 
connected with Amrut Rao, and that paity m the state which 
favours his pictensions, and Holkar had already detached troops 
and adopted othei measures to i educe them , and would have 
extended his authoiity to the frontiers of Mysore 

We should then have seen at Poonah the Peishwa ’s govern- 
ment administered by the ablest Mahratta m the civil affairs of 
the empiie, and served by a formidable aimy commanded by 
the most enterprising chief This aimy, however, would have 
had no means of support, for the levenues of the Peishwa’s 
country are already assigned to the Jaghceidary chiefs in the 
southern districts, who, if they had not been certain of British 
assistance, would have submitted to Holkar, and would have 
joined his aimy with their troops Holkar would have been 
under the necessity of keeping his army together , and after 
the southern chiefs would have submitted, he must have attacked 
the Nizam or the Company, in order to support his troops 

It IS well known that when he was at Poonah, he was collect- 
ing documents to enforce the claims of the Poonah state upon 
the Nizam , and that every discontented pretender of every 
description from the territories of the Company or the Com- 
pany’s allies was received with distinction, and encouraged to 
hope for the assistance of Holkar’s armies m enforcing his pre- 
tensions to portions of these territoiies 

While the British Government would have been wasting its 
time and resources, according to the plan of the anonymous 
observer, with an army upon the frontier, and m a vain attempt 
to frame a concert with Scmdiah or the Rajah of Berar, Holkar 
would have attained the greatest degree of strength 

We have seen that the Rajah of Berar favoured Holkar’s 
usurpation at Poonah Scmdiah certainly was adverse to it, 
but I doubt much whether Scmdiah would have done any thing 
against Holkai 

Scmdiah certainly could have done nothing excepting he could 
bring his brigades to Poonah the country had been alieady 
destroyed in a great measure by Holkar, and the destruction 
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would have been completed if Scindiah had attempted to move 
It may be said that he moved his brigades afterwards into the 
Deccan, for the purpose of opposing the British Government, and 
that he might equally have moved them to Poonah to destro);' 
the power established by Holkar’s usurpation , but m answer I 
observe that an opeiation of this description is very different 
when opposed by British troops, and when opposed by such an 
army as Holkar’s The formei don’t, and indeed have not the 
means of destroying the country, to destroy the country is the 
only mode of warfare of the latter, and it is certain that this 
mode would have been adopted by Holkar to prevent Scmdiah 
from entering the Deccan 

If it be true, as I have supposed, that the concert proposed by 
the anonymous observer could not have been formed, if the 
Rajah of Berar favouied Holkaris usurpation at Poonah, and if 
Scmdiah could not have advanced his troops into the Deccan, 
it IS my opinion that the result of the negotiations would have 
been a combination of all the Mahratta states to attack the 
Company and the Nizam 

In the negotiations for the proposed concert the British 
Government must have kept aloof from the new government at 
Poonah Neither our principles or our practice permit us to 
encourage by marks of favour or kindness an usurpation, while 
we are negotiating with other powers the means of destroying it 
But in this instance the state of our negotiations must have been 
known to those against whom they were to be directed There 
is no secret in a Mahratta Durbar , and it may be depended 
upon that this secret above all others would have transpired 

Then would have commenced a counterplot conducted by 
certainly the ablest Mahratta in the empire , I mean Amrut Rao 

In considering a question of this kind, respecting the remote 
consequences of any particular line of policy which never was 
adopted, it is not possible to do more than to state the general 
principles and opinions of the parties concerned, their conduct 
upon other occasions, and to draw from these piemises a con- 
clusion respecting their conduct m the supposed case. 

Theie can be no doubt whatever that the gieat object of every 
Mahratta statesman has been to combine their force to attack 
the British Government , and if they had ever been free from 
disputes among themselves, they would have carried that plan 
into execution 

The person who I believe of all the Mahiattas to have been 
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the most detei mined enemy of the British Government, and who 
was the soul of this plan, was the Rajah of Berar This person 
would have been the centre of the negotiations for the concert, 
supposing that the Governor-General had adopted the plan of 
the anonymous observer , and on the other hand, he would have 
been the instrument of Amrut Rao’s counterplot to support his 
own usuiped authority 

We have seen the Rajah of Berar, under ciicumstances very 
unfavourable, negotiate a peace between Scindiah and Holkar 
for the purposes of a combination against the Company The 
question is whether, supposing the British Government had not 
brought back the Peishwa to Poonah, and had followed the plan 
of the anonymous observei, he would not have had in his hands 
mateiials which would have enabled him to effect that pacifica- 
tion with greatei ease than he effected that under which the 
combination was formed in the summer of 1803. 

The loss which Scmdiah sustained by the subversion of the 
Peishwa’s government was power and influence He lost no 
territory m consequence of Holkai’s victoiies Those which he 
had 111 the Deccan remained with him till he went to war with 
the Company 

On the other hand, Holkar had claims to the possessions of 
his family m Malwa, and to certain portions of the teriitories 
which Madhajee Scmdiah had conquered m Hindostan In the 
pacification which was effected through the mediation of the 
Rajah of Berar in the summer of 1803, with the view to the 
combination against the Company, all these teiritoriesand claims 
were ceded by Scmdiah to Holkai 

We have aheady seen that Scmdiah would have found himself 
unable to do any thing against Holkar m the Deccan singly, 
and on the other hand, the Biitish Government, according to the 
plan of the anonymous observer, would do nothing excepting m 
concert with Scmdiah or the Rajah of Berar We have seen 
Scmdiah’s object m restoring the Peishwa’s government would 
have been to usurp its authority again, and to asseit its claims 
and revive the old plans of ambition m the Deccan Ours 
would have been to make the Peishwa so independent of all 
the Mahiatta poweis as that he would have been able to per- 
form his treaty with the Company m favour of the Nizam 
That of the Rajah of Berar would have been to support the 
new government, established by Holkar’s and Amrut Rao’s 
usurpation These discordant views were to be reconciled by 
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negotiation before the British Government could have taken any 
step to overcome Holkai , and these negotiations must have 
been attended by all the tediousness which is the usual conse- 
quence of leferences to Calcutta, on account of the distance 
Amiut Rao and the Rajah of Beiar would m the meantime 
have endeavoured to bring about a peace on the basis of Holkai ’s 
cession of his teriitories and claims m Malwa, &c , and of 
Scmdiah’s acknowledgment of the new Peishwa and the state of 
affairs established at Poonah, and of a combination of the whole 
Mahratta nation to enforce then claims upon the Nizam, the 
Nabob Vizier, and the Company 

We have seen that the negotiations for the concert with 
Scmdiah would have turned upon the degree of power which 
Scindiah was to have at Poonah after the Peishwa ’s government 
should be restoied the object of the Biitish Government would 
have been, that the Peishwa should be independent , that of 
Scindiah to have the whole power of the state m his hands , and 
he would have been aware that the British Government would 
never consent to that arrangement 

In this state of affaiis he would have had to choose whether he 
would co-operate with the British Government m restoring the 
Peishwa’s government, in rendering it independent of himself, 
and m renouncing all its vexatious claims upon the Nizam , or 
whether he would leave the power at Poonah m the hands of 
Holkar and Amrut Rao, keeping peaceable possession of what 
he had in Malwa, Hmdostan, and the Deccan 

In either case the power at Poonah would have been lost to 
him, and he would have derived no advantage from the arrange- 
ment with the British Government, excepting the gratification of 
his enmity against Holkar. On the other hand, by the pacifica- 
tion with Holkar and the combination against the British Govern- 
ment, he would have adopted a favourite and popular plan of 
policy among the Mahrattas, in the execution of which he would 
have played the principal part , and if it had been successful, he 
would have been the greatest gamer. 

I have no doubt respecting the choice which Scindiah would 
have made, and I declare' that I conceive that peace between 
Scindiah and Holkar, and a combination upon the basis sup- 
posed, would have included more interests, and would have been 
more practicable than that which was formed m the summer of 
1803 

If the British Government had remained unarmed, and a tacit 

U 
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spectator of events m the Malnatta empire, the result would 
possibly have been the same Holkar would certainly have 
been obliged to spread his aimies into the Nizam’s country for 
subsistence, and we must eventually have been at war But as 
we should not have been actively employed m negotiations foi a 
concei t against the new government at Poonah, it is possible that 
Amrut Rao might not have thought it necessaiy to commence 
his administiation by combining all the Mahiattas against 
us Nothing however would have been able to destioy the new 
government , and whenevei the peace between Scindiah and 
Holkar would have been effected, the Biitish Government and 
Its allies would have been attacked 

In the consideiation of this part of the question I have omitted 
purposely to introduce any reference to the Fiench It must not 
be foi gotten however, that at the time that the Governor-General 
decided on the part which he would take in the Mahiatta affairs at 
the end of the year 1802, he had eveiy leason to expect the Fiench 
in India , and I leave those who will peruse this memorandum 
to judge how much this event would have inci cased the diffi- 
culties of a protiacted and complicated negotiation, against 
which one of the paities would have been plotting with Amrut 
Rao and Holkai 

I may therefoie conclude that the tieaty of Bassein and the 
measures adopted m consequence of it, not only afforded the 
best prospect of pi eservmg the peace of India, but that to have 
adopted any other measures would have rendered war with Hol- 
kar nearly ceitain, and wai with the whole Mahratta nation moie 
probable than it could be under any other course of events 

Having now considered the general policy of admitting the 
Peishwa as a party to the tieaty of general defensive alliance, 
and the policy of concluding the tieaty of Bassein, at the time 
at which it was concluded, and of the measures which were 
adopted m consequence of that treaty, I come to consider the 
particular ai tides of that treaty to which the anonymous observer 
objects, and the nature of his objections to them 

I have already pointed out that the object of the Company in 
concluding any ariangement with the Peishwa was to secure the 
Nizam against the vexatious claims which might be made upon 
him either by the Peishwa or by one of the gieat chiefs acting 
m his name, and undei the authority of the government of 
Poonah It is obvious that the Company’s object could not 
have been gained unless the Peishwa should agree either to give 
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up the claims upon the Nizam entirely, or to admit the mediation 
and arbitration of the Company in deciding on the justice of 
those claims 

To have insisted on the Peisliwa’s relinquishing his claims en- 
tiiely, would have been an unjust and arbitrary proceeding, and 
would probably have occasioned the loss of the whole treaty 
The only mode, therefore, which remained was to insist upon 
establishing the mediation and arbitration of the Company, as 
the mode of deciding all questions, disputes, and claims between 
the two powers 

The Company were bound to the Nizam to settle the ques- 
tions and claims existing on the part of the Peishwa, or his 
Highness’s government. 

It does not appear practicable for the Company to be bound 
in a defensive alliance with both governments without stipulating 
to arbitrate their disputes, and this will appear more clearly 
when the events are recollected which have occuried since the 
year 1792 

In respect to the article by which it is required that a body of 
troops should be stationed within the territoiies of Ihe Peishwa, 
this will appear the more necessary when the situation of the 
Peishwa’s government in relation to the other great Mahratta 
poweis IS considered 

The object of these powers, as stated by the anonymous ob- 
server, was to get possession of the power of the Peishwa’s go- 
vernment at Poonah The attainment of this object, it is very 
evident, must have defeated the great view which the British 
Government must have had in admitting the Peishwa at all to 
become a party to the general defensive alliance 

As soon as Scmdiah or Holkar would have established them- 
selves at Poonah they would immediately have revived the old 
claims upon the Nizam , and the Peishwa without power would 
have been unable to execute his own treaty. 

The question then upon this pait of the subject comes to be 
whether the Peishwa is more likely to be able to maintain his 
independence in 1 elation to the other great chiefs of the empire 
by having the British troops stationed in his teiritories, or by 
having the force subsidized by himself stationed in the teriitories 
of the Company 

Upon this point I have to observe, that as in order to defend 
the Peishwa, against the attempts of either of those chiefs to es- 
tablish an influence at his Durbar by means of an armed force, 

U z 
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it would be necessary to bring the tioops fiom a great dis- 
tance , and they would have to ariivc and opciate in a country in 
which no magazines or establishment would have been formed 
for them I can have no doubt lespectmg the expediency, as a 
military question, of establishing the subsidiaiy force within the 
Peishwa’s territoiies 

As a political question, I considei that inasmuch as the subsi- 
diary troops being on the spot, would piovide a foice leady at all 
times to suppoit the Pcishwa’s powei, to have them in that 
situation would be moie likely to pi event attempts to influence 
his Durbai by foicc of aims which must occasion wai, than to 
station them in the Company’s terntoiies 

In lespect to the notion of the anonymous observer, that by 
extending the basis of the treaty of Bassem, it might be hoped 
to include some of the other gieat Mahiatta powcis, I have to 
obseive that the object is to make the Peishwa powerful in his 
own government so that he may be able to keep his treaty 
with us. 

I have alrcad}'- shewn that theic was no ground for hope that 
any of the gieat chiefs would consent to any airangement which 
would place the powei at Poonah out of their reach, and nothing 
short of such an anangement would answer our purpose 

It would not be desiiable that any of them should become 
paities to the defensive alliance if the great object of our policy 
should be defeated by that measure 

In this view of the question, it is scarcely necessary to advert 
to the assertion of the anonymous observer, that a subsidiary 
alliance, such as that formed in the year 1768 with the Nizam, 
is most applicable to the situation of the Peishwa and of his ter- 
ritories The independence of the Peishwa^s power is an object, 
and that we must effect by whatever means we may have m 
our hands , but if it were necessaiy to the aigument, I could 
point out to the anonymous observer that the Peishwa is a 
powei much neaier to us, and who touches us upon many moie 
impoitant points, than the Nizam does 

When considering tins objection to the 4th article of the treaty 
of Bassem, it is necessary that I should advert to the objection 
of the anonymous observer, that by placing the troops in the 
teriitories of the Peishwa it is necessary to increase the number 
of European troops in India, and that Great Britain cannot 
affoid to supply the number of European troops required foi the 
service in India 
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The 4th aiticle does not specify that European tioops shall be 
stationed in the Peishwa’s territories, and therefoie the objection 
does not apply to the treaty of Bassein 

It IS perfectly tiue that in the important services in which the 
Company’s troops may be engaged on the part of the Peishwa, 
European troops may be necessaiy, but as those services must 
equally have been performed, if the troops had been stationed m 
the Company’s teriitories, European tioops would equally be 
necessaiy 

But the anonymous observer has not supposed that an increase 
of European troops would be lequired on the ground that their 
senaces might be necessary m the Peishwa’s teriitories, but on a 
general calculation of ceitain proportions of European to native 
troops m India in general 

In the fiist place the mciease of European tioops would be 
necessary on this ground also, whether the subsidiary force weie 
stationed in the territories of the Peishwa or not , the native 
army must still have been increased (unless indeed it should be 
pioposed to take the Peishwa’s subsidy and not furnish him with 
any tioops) and the number of European troops must likewise 
have been increased m oidei to keep up the due pioportion , but 
m the second place, this calculation of piopoitions of European 
to native tioops is certainly erroneous, and does not exist in the 
mind of anji" man who has ever conducted or considered the 
details of the service in India If the proportion does exist, 
on what calculation is it founded ^ In what part of India is it 
pi actically earned into execution^ 

In almost all services 111 India it is certainly necessaiy that 
theie should be some Euiopean tioops , but the number m pio- 
portion to the native tioops employed on the same semces must 
vary according to the nature of the service required, and the 
description of the enemy against whom it is directed 

For instance, in the wars against Tippoo Sultaun, the propor- 
tions of European to native troops were about one-third in the 
first, and one-fourth m the second. In the late war against the 
Mahiattas the number of Europeans employed in pioportion to 
natives, was not more than one-tenth, or one-eleventh 

I certainly agree with the idea of the anonymous observer so 
far, that a body of 8 or 10,000 native troops ought never to be 
assembled without some Europeans, for veiy obvious reasons ; 
but as theie aie few such collections of tioops m India, I should 
conceive that I founded my calculations upon very eironeous 
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principles, and deceived those to whom I should communicate 
them, if I should upon this opinion state that the European 
troops ought to be m the pioportion of one-eighth or one-tenth to 
the native troops thioughout the Indian establishments Thou- 
sands of native troops must necessarily be employed in gariisons 
in the mteiior and on various duties, in which it would be very 
inconvenient to employ Europeans , and on the other hand 
Euiopcans aie absolutely necessary m ceitain garrisons and 
stations and services, in some cases m equal proportions, in 
others one-third of the number of natives 

The only safe mode thciefore of forming an opinion inspecting 
the number of European tioops required in India is to call for 
and examine details , and if this mode should be adopted, it will 
be found that the tieaty of Bassein does not add, and does not 
lender it necessary to add one Euiopean infantry soldier to the 
establishments in India 

In respect to the increase of the European troops in general, 
it IS my opinion that it vill be found that they are not more 
numerous at this moment than they were in the years 1790, 91, 
and 92 Accoiding to the detailed distiibutions which I have 
seen, the number of regiments of European infantiy now required 
for the continent of India is twenty, including three of the Com- 
pany’s legiments, viz six for Bengal, ten for Madras, including 
one for the subsidiary foice at Hyderabad and four for Bombay, 
including one for Goa This is the peace establishment 

In the years 1790, 91, and 92, theie were of King’s infantry in 
India nine regiments, two regiments of Hanoverians, six Com- 
pany’s regiments in Bengal, four at Madias, and two at Bombay, 
making altogether twenty-thiee regiments The aitillery at the 
different Piesidencies were nearly of the same stiength with the 
artillery at present 

At all events if an increase of Euiopean tioops is necessary, 
which in my opinion it is not, beyond twenty regiments complete 
to 1000 lank and file, the necessity of this measure must not be 
attributed to the treaty of Bassein 

In respect to the pioposal that the treaty of Bassein should be 
altered in this article, viz that the troops should be removed 
from the Peishwa’s teiri tones I have reason to know that his 
Highness would be exceedingly alarmed if the proposal were 
made to him , and that it is more than probable he would move 
with the troops 

I have now to consider the objection of the anonymous 
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observer to the I 3 th and 17th articles of the tieaty of Bassem, by 
the former of which, the Peishwa is bound to abide by the Com- 
pany’s mediation and aibitiation in all cases, and by the latter 
not to commence any negotiation with any powei without giving 
pievious notice to the Company’s government. 

In ordei to understand clearly the object of these articles, it is 
necessary to consider the nature and constitution of the contract- 
ing parties , to examine their political objects and systems, to 
see by what lules or systems of policy they aie lespectively 
bound, and in what mannei affected by then lespective connec- 
tions with other sovereign authorities European governments 
Avere till very lately guided by certain rules and systems of 
policy, so accuiately defined and generally known, that it was 
scaicely possible to suppose a political event in which the in- 
terests and conduct of each state would not be as well known to 
the corps diplomatique in general as to the statesman of each 
particular state 

The Asiatic goveinments do not acknowledge, and hardly 
know of such lules and systems Their governments aie arbi- 
trary, the objects of their policy are always shifting, they have 
no regular established system, the effect of which is to piotect 
the weak against the stiong , on the contraiy, the object of each 
of them separately, and of all of them collective!)'-, is to destioy 
the Aveak , and if by chance they should by a sense of common 
danger be induced for a season to combine their efforts for then 
mutual defence, the combination lasts only as long as it is 
attended by success , the hist leverse dissolves it , and at all 
events it is dissolved long before the danger ceases, the appie- 
hension of Avhich oiigmally caused it 

There cannot be a stiongei proof of this defect of policy in 
the Asiatic goveinments than the dissolution of the combina- 
tion of the yeai 1790, between the English, the Mahiattas, and 
the Nizam, by the attack of the Mahrattas on the Nizam in the 
year j 795 

These observations apply to the government of the Mahrattas 
more than to any other of the Asiatic governments Then 
schemes and systems of policy are the Avildest of any they 
undertake expeditions not only without viCAVing their remote 
consequences upon other states or upon their OAvn , but Avithout 
considering moie than the chance of success of the immediate 
expedition in contemplation 

The Company’s government in India, the othei contracting 
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party to tins alliance, is one bound by all the rules and systems 
of Euiopean policy 

The Company’s power m India is supposed to depend much 
upon Its reputation , and although I do not admit that it de- 
pends upon Its reputation as distinguished from its real force, as 
appears to be contended by some, I may say that it is particu- 
larly desirable for a government so constituted as the Company’s, 
never to enter upon any political object, the probable lesult of 
which should not be greatly in favour of success Besides this, 
the Company’s government in India is bound by acts of Parlia- 
ment not to undertake wars of aggression , not to make any but 
defensive alliances, and those only in cases in which the other 
contracting paity shall bind itself to defend the possessions of 
the Company actually threatened with hostilities 

The Company’s government m India is also connected with 
his Majesty’s Government, and as an Asiatic power is liable to 
be involved in wars with European powers possessing territoiies 
in India, whenever his Majesty shall be at war with those 
powers 

The picture above drawn of the state of politics among Asiatic 
powers proves, that no permanent system can be adopted which 
will preserve the weak against the strong, and will keep all for 
any length of time in their relative situations, and the whole, m 
peace, excepting there should be one power, which, either by 
the superiority of its strength, its military system, or its resources, 
shall preponderate, and be able to protect all This is proved 
by the history of the last fourteen years 

The Company has been the preponderating power, and by 
the 3nd article of the treaty of Bassein has m so many words 
taken the Peishwa under its protection 

I might contend that the stipulations of the I 3 th and 17th 
articles are only consequences of the protection piomised, and 
leally offered But in my opinion these stipulations are the 
necessary consequence of the alliance between a power such as 
the Peishwa’s, and one such as the Company’s, bound by rules of 
policy, acts of Parliament, and by the acts of his Majesty’s 
Government 

It would be impossible to define the various claims, and 
grounds for war, existing not only between the Peishwa and 
the Nizam, but between the Peishwa and all the other powers 
of India 

The Mahrattas claim the choute of all India , and all the 
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claims of this desciiption centre in the Peishwa’s authority. 
Besides this general claim, there are others of various descrip- 
tions and denominations upon every power, of all which there 
are records at Poonah , and it is a mistake to suppose that the 
Peishwa, however weak m point of troops and resouices, will 
not find pel sons m the Mahiatta empire ready and willing to 
enforce these claims in his name 

All the warfare which would be tlie consequence of bringing 
forward these claims will be prevented by the stipulation that 
the Compan}^ shall mediate and arbitrate in every case 

But the anonymous observer says, that the benefit to be 
derived from the i^th article ought to have been left to the 
operation of the British influence in the Peishwa’s councils, and 
ought not to have been the subject of a treaty To this objec- 
tion to the article in question, the best answei is to state the 
fact, VIZ that notwithstanding the light which we have acquired 
by treaty to mediate between the Peishwa and other powers, 
and the influence which we have in his councils, by that stipula- 
tion and a variety of events which have occurred since the 
treaty of Bassein was concluded, it is not so easy as the anony- 
mous observer imagines, at all times to prevent the evils which 
must result from the Peishwa’s enfoicing these claims 

The anonymous observer says, that if the Peishwa should 
contraiy to our advice and opinion, commence an unjust war, 
he ought not to be supported by the British Government 
This IS perfectly true, but the object of the I2th article is 
to prevent the possibility of unjust wars, and to preserve the 
Peishwa’s government from the destruction which must be the 
consequence of his entering into any war without the Company’s 
assistance 

This article is the bond of peace to India It is this which 
renders the treaty really defensive, and makes the Governoi- 
Geneial really responsible for every war in which the British 
Government may be engaged If this article were not in the 
treaty, the Peishwa would be the responsible person 

If the general mediation on the part of the Company be neces- 
sary to ensure peace, there is certainly no occasion that the 
Peishwa should be in communication with other independent 
powers All his foreign affairs must be transacted and eventu- 
ally settled by the Company, and any other communication 
must be intended only for sinister purposes 

The stipulation of the 17th article is necessary in order to 
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enable the British Goveinment to have a knowledge of, and stop 
at once any intrigues which have a tendency to war Those 
who have seen the course of pioceedings of a Mahratta Durbar 
will not be at a loss to find leasons for this stipulation , and in 
fact even this stipulation cannot entirely check the intrigues 
which are its constant operation 

But the mode in which it will operate most beneficially will 
be by checking mtiigues with Euiopean powers, and sUrely 
this cannot be deemed an inconsiderable object by the anony- 
mous observer 

The principle and foundation of the treaty of Bassem, which 
IS piotection from the Company’s government to that of the 
Peishwa, would prevent the stipulation of the lyth article from 
being lecipiocal The Companj^-’s goveinment must have com- 
munication with some powers with which the Peishwa never had 
any, and it would be veiy inconvenient to be obliged to lay 
these communications before the Peishwa’s Durbar. 

But It must be recollected that the Company are constantly 
liable by the acts of his Majesty’s prerogative, to be at war, or 
hold communications with European nations having teiritories 
in India , and it would be a curious proceeding to lay these 
communications before the Peishwa’s Durbar This measure 
would be necessary, if the stipulations of the 17th article weie 
made reciprocal 

Arthur Wellesley 


3 War with Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar 

42. The Marquess Wellesley to the Honourable 
Major-General Wellesley 

Delegation to Genei'al Wellesley of extraordinai y potvei's for tlie 
conduct of the Mahratta War, &c 

(Secret ) 

Foit William, June 26th, 1803 
Sir, 

The present state of affairs in the Mahratta ernpiie, and the 
security of the alliance lately concluded between his Highness 
the Peishwa and the British Government require, that a tempo- 
rary authority should be constituted at the least possible dis- 
tance from the scene of eventual negotiation or hostilities, with 
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full poweis to conclude upon the spot whatever anangements 
may become necessary either for the final settlement of peace, 
01 for the active prosecution of war In such a crisis, various 
questions may arise of which the precise tendency cannot be 
foreseen, and which may demand a piompt decision The issue 
of these questions may involve the result of war or peace and in 
either alternative the delay of reference to my authority might 
endanger the seasonable despatch and the ultimate prosperity 
of the public service 

The success of the military operations now placed under your 
directions may depend on the timely decision of vaiious political 
questions which may occur with relation to the interests and 
views of the several Mahratta Chiefs and Jaggeerdars, and of 
their Highnesses the Peishwa and the Nizam , on the other hand, 
the issue of every political ariangement now under negotiation 
with the powers of Hmdostan, or the Deccan, must be in- 
separably blended with the movements of your army 

It IS therefore necessary during the present crisis to unite the 
general diicction and control of all political and military affairs 
in Hmdostan and the Deccan under a distinct local authority, 
subject to the Governor-General m Council These poweis 
could not be placed with advantage in any other hands than 
those of the general officer commanding the troops destined to 
restore the tranquillity of the Deccan 

Your approved ability, zeal, temper, activity, and judgment, 
combined with your extensive local experience, your established 
influence, and high reputation among the Mahratta Chiefs and 
States, and your intimate knowledge of my views and senti- 
ments concerning the British interests in the Mahratta empire, 
have determined me to vest these important and arduous 
powers in your hands 

The nature of your military command under the orders of his 
Excellency Lieut -General Stuart is not likely to admit any 
doubt, 01 to lead to any embanassment In ordei, however, to 
obviate all possible difficulty on this point, I hereby appoint you 
to the chief command of all the British troops, and of the forces 
of our allies serving in the territories of the Peishwa, of the 
Nizam, or of any of the Mahratta states or chiefs, subject only 
to the orders of his Excellency Lieut -General Stuart, or of his 
Excellency General Lake 

I further empower and direct you to assume and exercise the 
geneial direction and control of all the political and mihtaiy 
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affairs of the Biitisli Government in the teiritories of the Nizam, 
of the Peishwa, and of the Mahiatta states and chiefs 

The insti actions addiessed to the Resident at Poonah convey 
to you full authority to cany into complete effect all the 
measures theiein provisionally prescribed, as fai as the accom- 
plishment of those measures may depend upon your proceed- 
ings, without previous leferencc to my authority. 

I heieby confiim that authoiity, and I furthci vest you with 
full poweis to decide any question which may arise in the pro- 
secution of the measures prescribed by those orders, according 
to the general spiiit of my views and intentions concerning the 
affaiis of the Mahiatta state, diiectmg you however to refer to 
me m all cases m which a previous leference to my authority 
may not appear to hazard the public mteiests Undei the same 
1 eseiwation, I authoiize and empower you to commence and 
conclude negotiations with any of the Mahiatta Chiefs and 
Jaggeeidars on the part of the Biitish Government, for the 
puipose of piomotmg the geneial objects of the alliance lately 
concluded with his Highness the Peishwa, or of that subsisting 
with his Highness the Nizam. 

This general authority especially empowers you either directly 
or through the lepiesentatives oi officers of the Biitish Govern- 
ment to negotiate and conclude any engagements with Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, with the Rajah of Berai, or with jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, which may induce those chieftains to letire with their 
forces within the limits of their respective dominions, or to afford 
any other satisfactoiy pledge of their respective pacific inten- 
tions towards the Biitish Government and its allies You will 
be careful to foim any such engagements on principles conform- 
able to the dignity, honour and mteiests of the British Govern- 
ment and of its allies, and to the spiiit and tenor of our sub- 
sisting treaties You are also authoiized under this instruction 
to a'rbitrate on the part of the British Government the terms of 
any convention between his Highness the Peishwa and those 
chieftains respectively, for the settlement of mutual differences 
or demands, or for the adjustment of relative pretensions, and to 
pledge the guarantee of the British Government for the obseiw- 
ance of those teims by the contracting parties You are also 
empowered to aibitrate and guarantee the terms of accommoda- 
tion between Scindiah and Holkar, if any points should yet 
lemain unadjusted between those chieftains, and to frame, 
negotiate, and guarantee any teims between those chieftains 
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jointly 01 separately, and the Rajah of Berar It is my par- 
ticulai intention by these insti notions to enable you to conclude 
such airangemehts with any of those chieftains eithei separately 
or combined, as may pieclude 01 fiustrate any confederacy, or 
other measures directed to the subversion of the tieaty of 
Bassein, or to the mjuiy of our rights and mteiests, or those of 
our allies 

You aie also empowered to conclude such engagements with 
any subordinate chieftains of the Mahiatta state as may appear 
to you to be expedient for the puipose of seeming then co- 
operation m the event of hostilities between the British Govern- 
ment and Scindiah, the Rajah of Berar, Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
or any other power You are authoiized fuither to adopt the 
necessaiy measuies for conciliating the obedience of the sub- 
ordinate chiefs to the Peishwa’s authority 

In the actual relation of the British Government to the 
Peishwa we possess the light of securing to the Chiefs and 
Jaggeerdars of the Mahratta empiie the satisfaction of their 
just and equitable claims, even independently of any direct act 
of the Peishwa’s Government The exercise of that light be- 
comes a duty in proportion to the danger with which the taidy, 
infiim, or erioneous pioceedings of the Pcishwa’s Government 
may menace the security of the alliance, and the stability of 
his Highness’s legitimate authoiity 

The policy of the treaty, and my inclination, would induce 
me to limit our mterfeience in the inteinal alfans of the 
Peishwa’s Government within the most modeiate bounds I 
am determined, however, to puisue that course which shall lead 
most directly and speedily to the full lestoration and establish- 
ment of his Highness’s authority on a permanent basis, and to 
the efficient operation of the benefits of the alliance If the 
imbecility of his Highness’s councils, the defects of his personal 
character, or the intrigues of his servants should tend to frustiate 
or to retard the accomplishment of those salutary objects, the 
provisional mterfeience of the Biitish power must be seasonably 
and firmly applied to rescue his Highness fiom the immediate 
effects of evils which cannot be suffeied to operate fora moment, 
without the hazard of every mteiest which the treaty of Bassein 
was destined to restore and to confirm 

You will, therefore, proceed without delay to conclude all 
such arrangements with his Highness’s jaggeeidais and servants 
of all descriptions as may appear to you to be necessary to 
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enable you to meet the exigencies of the present crisis , and you 
will not abstain from the most diiect and even ostensible intei- 
position of the British authority, which may in your judgment 
be requisite to secuie the exertions, to animate the zeal, or to 
rewaid the semces of the Peishwa’s subjects and seivants in the 
common cause of his Highness and of his allies Whatev’cr 
immediate expence may be neccssaiy for this purpose will be 
defiayed at piesent by the British Government, and will here- 
after become a charge against the Pcishwa, as being inseparably 
connected with his Highness’s restoration and establishment 

All such engagements as you may conclude with his High- 
ness the Peishwa, and with any of the Mahratta chiefs and 
jaggeeidars, or othci poweis, will be confiimed by me under the 
limitations and lestnctions heiein picsciibed 

In exercising the powcis heieby enti listed to youi sole discre- 
tion, I direct you to hold the most unresolved and confidential 
inteicouise with the Residents at Poonah, at Hydeiabad, 
and at the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and also with the 
Resident in the tciiitoiy of the Guicowar , and you will regularly 
correspond with Loid Clive and with Mr Duncan 

You will necessaiily continue to receive the orders of his 
Excellency Lieut -General Stuart, and to submit a full view of 
all your operations to the direction of his Excellency I par- 
ticulail}'- enjoin jmu to submit to his Excellency the earliest 
mfoimation of your pioceedings of a political nature under these 
instructions 

If ciicumstances should render it necessary for his Excel- 
lency Lieut -General Stuart to unite the whole force of the army 
in the field, and to assume in peison the general command m the 
Deccan, in that case I hereby vest the authoiity conveyed to 
you by this despatch m his Excellency Lieut -Geneial Stuart, 
under the fullest confidence that he will exercise it with the 
same advantage to the public semce, which I have unifoimly 
derived from the exertion of his Excellency’s distinguished 
talents, experience, and virtues 

In the case supposed I empower his Excellency to delegate 
the whole or any part of the said authority to you , and I desiie 
that in exercising the said authority or any part thereof in his 
own person, his Excellency will be pleased to communicate full)^ 
with you, and to receive your advice and opinion 

In the execution of these instructions I authorize and direct 
you to employ any additional military staff, and to require the 
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services of any civil officers , whose assistance you may deem 
necessaiy to the despatch of the arduous affairs connected with 
the subject of this order. 

I have the honoui to be, &c 

Wellesley 

43 The Marquess Wellesley to his Excellency General Lake, 

Commander-in-Chief, &c. 

Necessity^ Objects^ and Plan of the War in Hindostan , and 
Principles to he observed in negotiating with M Perron and 
the native Chiefs 

(Secret ) 

Foit William, July 27th, 1803 
Sii, 

I The necessity of providing foi the event of hostilities with 
Scmdiah and the Rajah of Berai has already induced me to 
transmit to your Excellency, in the form of private notes, such 
suggestions as have appeared to me to be requisite for the 
purpose of enabling your Excellency to fiame a plan of military 
operations, connected with the political consideiations which 
have ultimately compelled me to engage in war against those 
chieftains, and with the objects which I deem most important 
to secuie by the success of our arms in the final settlement of 
peace 

a These private communications from me have been answered 
by your Excellency in the same form, and I have hitheito 
deemed it to be expedient to leturn my observations upon 
your Excellency’s propositions through the channel of piivate 
coirespondence It is now expedient to adopt the regular com se 
of official coirespondence with your Excellency in the Secret 
Department, and I shall accordingly henceforth address you in 
the form observed in this letter, or through the secretary in the 
Secret Department, according to the nature of the subject under 
discussion 

3 In this despatch I propose to state to youi Excellency my 
views and intentions with regaid to the following important points 
First The objects which appear to me to be the most de- 
sirable to be attained in the prosecution of hostilities against 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Beiar on the north-western frontier 
of Hindostan 

Secondly The general plan of military operations by which 
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these objects appear to be attainable with the greatest degree of 
expedition and security 

Thirdly The course of political arrangements and negotia- 
tions which I propose to pursue under your Excellency’s super- 
intendance, for the purpose of facilitating the operations of your 
army, and of ensuring the stability of peace under the most 
favourable conditions to the British interests 

4 "With a view to lender the statement of my sentiments 
on these questions more clear and distinct, I have annexed 
to this despatch copies of the documents enumeiated in the 
margin 

5 To every person conversant with the true nature of the 
British interests and power in India, the north-western fiontier 
of Hmdostan must have appeared to present the most vulneiable 
point of our extensive empire 

6 The condition of the power of the Seiks, as well as of that 
of the Mahrattas and of the Rajpoots, and other petty states, 
offers considerable advantage to an invading enemy from the 
more remote north-western countries of Asia, or from the banks of 
the Indus , and it is unnecessary to remaik to your Excellency’s 
judgment, experience, and knowledge, that the enterpnzmg spirit 
of France, or the ambition of Russia, or even the violence 
and rapacity of the Afghan tribes, or of other Asiatic nations 
inhabiting the northern and western countries of Asia might 
have pursued projects of invasion in that quarter which might 
have occasioned considerable embarrassment to the British 
power in India 

7 A sense of this danger concuired with other motives to 
induce me to conclude those arrangements with the Nabob 
Vizier, which terminated m the treaty of Lucknow, and which 
secured a considerable augmentation of the mihtaiy, political 
and financial resources and power of the British nation on the 
noith-western frontier of Oude 

8 The result of that happy settlement has certainly afforded 
a gieat accession of security against the dangeis which menaced 
the stability of our empire on that side of India 

9 But the local position of Scmdiah’s teriitories,the condition 
and nature of Scmdiah’s military force in Hmdostan, and the 
corrupt and profligate councils of that weak, arrogant, and faith- 
less chief, still constitutes a serious danger to the British interests. 
The territories of Scmdiah between the Jumna and the Ganges 
interrupt the line of our defence in that quarter , and some of his 
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pilncipal posts aie introduced into the centre of our dominions,' 
while the possession of Agra, Delhi and of the western and 
southern bank of the Jumna enables him to command nearly 
the whole line of our north-western fiontier. 

10 In the event of any considerable accession to Scindiah'’s 
power, or m the event of his forming any connection with 
France, or with any other enemy to the British interests, the 
actual position of his territories and forces in Hmdostan would 
furnish great advantages to him m any attack upon the Com- 
pany’s dominions. 

11 Formidable as the power of Scindiah might have become 
in the event of any accession to his strength, a danger more 
urgent and more direct in all its consequences has grown out of 
the decline of Scmdiah’s local authority in Hmdostan, and 
has lecently assumed a more alarming aspect m proportion to 
the accumulated embariassment of Scmdiah’s circumstances 
in the Deccan, and to the general decay of his resources and 
power 

I a The regular infantiy in the seivice of Scindiah under the 
command of Euiopean officers, is suppoited by funds derivable 
almost exclusively from the territorial possessions of that chief 
situated between the Jumna, the Ganges and the mountains of 
Kumaon. 

13 A considerable portion, if not the whole of this territory 
has been assigned to M. Perron, a French officer, who has suc- 
ceeded Mr. Duboigne in the chief command of Scindiah ’s regular 
infantry 

14 M. Perron has formed this teriitoiy into an independent 
state of which Scindiah’s regular infantry may be justly termed 
the national army. That force is now stated to amount to 8,000 
infantry and an equal number of cavalry. 

1 5 The inhabitants of the districts comprehended m M. ^ 
Pei ion’s Jagheer, consider that officer as their immediate sove- 
reign, while the troops supported from the revenues of the 
country regard M Perron as the immediate executive authority ^ 
from which the army is to leceive ordeis, subsistence and pay 
Possessing such means M. Perion dictates with the authority of 
a sovereign state of a superior rank, and with the vigour of . 
efficient military power to the petty states occupying the coun- ’ 
tries to the southward of the Jumna, and by the terror of his 
name and aims holds m abject submission the Raj'poot states of k 
J yeiiagur and Jodpore, together with the Jauts and the state \ 

X 
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of Gohud, extending his influence even to Bundelcund and to the 
country occupied by the Seiks 

1 5 Scmdiah retains no efficient control over M Pen on oi 
over his regular troops Various instances must be familiar to 
your Excellency’s knowledge m which M Peiron has either 
openly disobeyed, oi systematically evaded the orders of Scmdiah 
especially m the late crisis of that chief’s affairs 

17 M Perron has for some time past manifested a systematic 
disposition to remove all British officers from the command of 
Scmdiah’s regular infantry, and to introduce French officers 
undei his own immediate patronage 

18 M Perron is supposed to have amassed a considerable 
fortune, and your Excellency is intimately acquainted with his 
anxious desire to retire to Europe, and to dispose of his actual 
command, and of his territorial possessions to some person of the 
French nation 

19 To these considerations it is important to add that M 
Perron is m possession of the person of the unfortunate Empei or 
Shah Allum, and consequently is master of the nominal authority 
of that unhappy prince M Perron therefore may transfer this 
valuable possession together with his property of any other 
desciiption to any French adventurer, or officer, who may be 
enabled to complete such a purchase 

20 Thus the coincidence of various extraordinary and uncon- 
trolable accidents, the weakness of Scmdiah ’s personal character, 
the lapacity and profligacy of his ministers, (who have engaged 
him m pursuits of aggrandizement, avarice, and ambition, at a 
distance from Hmdostan, m the Deccan, at Poonah, and m the 
southern provinces of the Mahratta empire) — the treachery of 
many of his chiefs whose interests consist m diverting his attention 
from the affairs of Hmdostan to those of the Deccan, and the 
recent shock which his powei has received from Holkar, have 
contributed to found an independent French state on the most 
vulnerable part of the Company’s frontiei 

21 Under the influence of a succession of French adventurers, 
this state must be exposed to every intrigue of the French m 
India, and even to the ambition and hostile spirit of the person 
who now rules the French nation , nor could an instrument of 
destruction more skilfully adapted to wound the heart of the 
British empire m India, be presented to the vindictive hand of 
the Chief Consul of France 

Z 2 This Flench state actually holds possession of the person 
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and nominal authority of the Moghul, maintains the most efficient 
army of regular native infantry, and the most powerful artillery 
now existing m India, with the exception of the Company’s 
troops, and exercises a consideiable influence over the neighbour- 
ing states, from the banks of the Indus to the confluence of the 
J umna and the Ganges 

1^3. In the supposition of the most intimate and established 
connection of amity and alliance between Scindiah and the 
British power, and m the event even of Scmdiah’s accession 
to the treaty of Bassein, and to the general defensive alliance 
with the Company, the Nizam and the Peishwa, it is impossible 
to suppose that this French state would co-operate with cordiality 
m support of the British interests The aid of this state could 
be least expected in the case which would most urgently demand 
it, and which would require the most active opeiation of the 
pimciples of the general defensive alliance 

24 In the event of an attack from Fiance upon the British 
dominions or power in India, it would not be expected that a 
French state erected under the nominal and ostensible auspices 
of Scindiah in Hmdostan, would afford any substantial aid to the 
ally of the British power m a contest against Fiance, even if that 
ally should be disposed to assist us m such a crisis 

35 - On the other hand no doubt exists that Scindiah would 
receive the most zealous aid from the same state in any attempt 
which he might be disposed to make either for the reduction of 
the British or for the aggiandizement of the French power in 
India 

26 In addition to these remarks, youi Excellency is appiized 
that the vicinity of M Pen on’s regulai infantry, operates as a 
constant diain upon the population of the Company’s provinces, 
and diminishes the sources of oui agiiculture, manufactures, 
commerce, and revenue as well of our recruits for the aim3^in 
that quarter 

2*] In the present ciisis when eveiy ciicumstance announces 
the probability of a lenewal of the war with Fiance, and urges 
the necessity of resorting to every practicable measure of pre- 
caution and security, the safety of the British dominions requires 
the reduction of M Perron’s military resources and power, inde- 
pendently of any question which might exist between Scindiah 
and the British Government 

25 In a state of profound peace and even of alliance with 
Scindiah, the necessity of providing for our own security would 

X 2 
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justify a formal demand for the removal of a danger, so immi- 
nent, from the fiontier of our dominions The refusal of Scm- 
diah to comply with such a demand would afford a just ground 
of war against that chief , and any true or false plea of inability 
on the part of Scmdiah to control the movements or to reduce 
the power of this French state, would authorize and require the 
British Government to assume the protection of its own tern- 
tones, and to remove with his own hand the proximate cause 
of insecurity and alarm Your Excellency will therefore be 
pleased to undei stand that the most desirable object in pro- 
secuting hostilities against Scmdiah on the north western 
frontier of Hindostan appeals to me to be the entire reduction 
of M Perron’s regular corps This operation necessarily in- 
cludes the captuie or destruction of all his artillery and military 
stores and especially of all arms of European construction 

Connected with this object and with every principle of 
security bearing i elation to it is the occupation of the whole 
tract of country forming the Doab between the Jumna and 
Ganges to the mountains of Kumaon And similar considera- 
tions will require the occupation of Delhi and Agra and of 
a chain of posts on the western and southern bank of the Jumna 
from the mountains of Kumaon to Bundelcund sufficient to 
secure to the British power the free navigation of the Jumna and 
the possession of both banks of that river It is not my desire 
, to extend &e actual possessions of the Cornpany beyond the 
I line of the Jumna including Agra and Delhi, with a continued 
( chain of posts to the westward and southward of the Jumna for 
the purpose already described 

30 Within the described line my wish and intention is to 
establish the system of the Company’s Government m all its 
branches, but whatever connections may be formed beyond that 
line to the westwaid and southward of the Jumna must be 
legulated on the pimciple of defensive alliance or tributary 
dependence m such manner as shall form between the actual 
possessions of the Company and the Mahrattas, a barrier of 
petty states exercising the internal government of their re- 
spective dominions m alliance with the Company and under the 
protection of our power 

31 In drawing this line I am aware of the position of the 
Jagheers of Sumroo’s Begum situated between the Jumna and 
the Ganges. For this special case I have accordingly provided 
in my insti actions to Mr. Mercer. It is certainly necessary that 
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the Jagheers of Sumroo’s Begum should ultimately be brought 
under the immediate government of the Company 

32 It IS highly important to secure the possession of the 
person and nominal authoiity of tlie Moghul against the designs 
of France The Moghul has never been an important or 
dangeious instrument in the hands of the Mahrattas, but might 
become a poweiful aid to the cause of Fiance in India, under 
the direction of French agents 

33 The pel son and authority of that unhappy monarch have 
been treated by the Mahiattas and by M Perron with the most 
baibaious indignity and violence, and it would contribute to the 
reputation of the Biitish name to afford an honourable and 
tranquil asylum to the fallen dignity and declining age of the 
King of Delhi It would also be necessary to extend oui pio- 
tection to his majesty’s heir appaient and to any of the royal 
family who might othenvise fall into the hands of France. 

34 The reduction of M Peiron’s force would afford us the 
means of forming alliances with all the mfeiior states beyond 
the Jumna foi the purpose of enabling us m the first instance to 
prosecute the war with the greatest advantage and finally by 
forming a bairiei composed of these states, to exclude Scindiah 
and the Mahiattas altogether from the noithein districts of 
Hmdostan 

35 It IS extiemely desirable that Bundelcund should ulti- 
mately be placed under the immediate authority of the British 
Government Such an aiiangement would afford great ad- 
ditional secuiity to the lich piovince and city of Benares and 
would effectually check whatever power might remain to the 
Rajah of Berar 01 to any other Mahratta chief in that quarter 

36 Reviewing these statements your Excellency will observe 
that the most piosperous issue of a war against Scmdiah and 
the Rajah of Berar on the north-western frontier of Hmdostan 
would in my judgment compiize, 

1st The destiuction of the French state now formed on the 
banks of the Jumna together with all its military resources 

sdly The extension of the Company’s frontier to the Jumna, 
with the possession of Agra, Delhi and a sufficient chain of posts 
on the western and southern banks of the Jumna. 

3dly The possession of the nominal authoiity of the Moghul 

qthly The establishment of an efficient system of alliance 
with all the petty states to the southwaid and westward of the 
Jumna from Jyenagur to Bundelcund 
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3thly The annexation of Bundelcund to the Company’s 
dominions 

37 The result of such, an ariangement would destroy the 
influence of the French and of the Mahiattas in the northern 
districts of Hindostan, and would enable us to commence the 
foundations of such an intercourse with the Seiks and with 
the tubes inhabiting the Punjab and the banks of the Attock, 
as might furnish sufficient means of frustrating any attempt of 
an invading enemy fiom the western side of the Indus 

38 In stating to your Excellency my sentiments with regard 
to the general plan of military operations by which the pioposed 
objects appear to be attainable with the greatest degree of expe- 
dition and secuiity, your Excellency will be pleased to under- 
stand that it IS not my intention cither to limit the free exeicise 
of your discretion, 01 to mteipose any ideas, which may not 
meet the full approbation of youi Excellency’s superior judg- 
ment, experience and professional skill 

39 I have however deemed it to be my duty under this 
restriction to communicate to you in my private coriespondence 
such opinions on this bianch of the subject as have appealed to 
me to meiit consideration , and with the same view I have 
transmitted to your Excellency my observations on the plans 
which I have received fioni you I shall therefoie proceed to 
state without fuither leserve in this official foim such con- 
clusions as I have drawn fiom a review of the documents 
and suggestions which have been brought under my examina- 
tion 

40. The fiist object of the campaign must be to destroy the 
military force and resouices of M Perron, and it is extiemely 
important that this obj'ect should be accomplished previously 
to the close of the lainy season 

41 It IS therefore necessary that the main body of the army 
should be assembled at the point most favourable for the attack 
of M Perron’s foice, and m the state of preparation and of 
equipment which may be deemed by your Excellency most 
advantageous for the speedy execution of that service 

42 , Your Excellency will have obseived from the whole tenor 
of every communication which you have received from me, that 
I not only concur entirely with you m deeming the destruction 
of M Perron’s force to be the primary object of the campaign, 
but that the most deliberate consideration of the actual state of 
affairs between his Majesty and France would have induced me 
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to have undei taken this service even independently of any 
contest with Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

43 I shall therefore readily sanction any augmentation which 
your Excellency may think fit to make to the strength of the 
mam army to be directed against M. Pen on, by suspending the 
operations of the several proposed detachments or by con- 
centiating the movements of those detachments with a view to 
the pimcipal object of the campaign, which is compiized m the 
‘ early and ejfcctual demohUon of the French state erected by 
M Perron on the banks of the JiLinna ’ 

44 With this observation I desire that your Excellency will 
compose the mam army and regulate the strength and opera- 
tions of the seveial detachments in the manner which shall 
appeal to your judgment to afford the most absolute security 
for the ‘ complete desti uction of M Per 7 ' 07 i‘s force pi'cvtonsly to 
the conclnston of the rams ’ 

45 The point of most urgent importance connected with the 
destruction of M Perron’s force is in my opinion the security of 
the person of the Moghul, and of the heir apparent, and it is 
therefoie my earnest wish that early measures should be taken 
for that purpose The operations of the detachment proposed 
to cover Rohilcund, and eventually to invade Saharunpore might 
probably effect this object, and at the same time might tend to 
promote the success of the movements of the mam army against 
M Perron 

46 I trust that the powers aheady furnished to your Excel- 
lenc)'- for the augmentation of the legular coips to the war 
establishment, and for raising such tempoiary and local corps as 
may be lequisite for the maintenance of the internal tianquillity 
of the provinces, will enable you to provide effectually against 
internal commotion during the continuance of the war But 
any temporary inconvenience of that nature must be hazarded if 
the security of the great objects of the campaign should lequire 
you to incur such a danger The early success of the army m 
the field will enable you to suppiess without difficulty every 
effort of our domestic enemies whose number cannot be con- 
siderable and whose power is extiemely contemptible. 

47 I consider the opeiations of the detachment stationed m 
the direction of Delhi to be next in importance to those of 
the mam army 

48 After the destruction of M Pen on’s power shall have 
been effected and the person of the Moghul shall have been 
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protected beyond the possibility of hazard, the operation of 
gieatest importance will be the reduction of the fortiess of Agra. 
Your Excellency will form the most correct judgment in de- 
ciding the time and mode of undertaking this service Whether 
it would be possible either to blockade or to seize Agra during 
the time of the movements of the mam army against M Peiron, 
01 whether the siege of Agra should be postponed until the 
main army shall be at liberty to act against Agra, aie points 
Avliich I submit implicitly to youi Excellency’s deteimmation, it 
IS however impoitant that Agra should be i educed previously to 
the close of the rainy season 

49 The occupation of Bundelcund is the object next m 
impoitance to those already stated, and it appeals to me that 
the detachment to be assembled at Allahabad and the detach- 
ment to be assembled for the purpose of covering Benares will 
effect that object in sufficient time to afford additional coun- 
tenance to the opeiations of the mam army 

50 The effectual piotection of Benares is a point of con- 
siderable importance and your Excellency appears to have taken 
sufficient precautions foi that puipose 

51 It has appealed to me to be prudent to adopt a systematic 
and comprehensive plan of defensive measures on the whole line 
of the frontiei fiom Mirzapore to Midnapore, and I have directed 
the Chief Secictary to tiansmit to youi Excellency a copy of 
the orders which I have issued on that subject 

5a. The occupation of the passes fiom the southward and 
westwaid of the Jumna to the Deccan, is an object which has 
already engaged your Excellency’s attention. If you should be 
enabled to bring the main body of M Pen offs force to action, 
or should find it practicable to secure that force in any other 
manner, it appears improbable that Scmdiah’s troops can occupy 
those passes m any considerable strength 

53 Major-General Wellesley may be expected to commence 
opeiations against Scindiah m the Deccan at the close of this 
month, and I entertain a firm confidence of the complete success 
of those operations in the entire defeat of Scmdiah’s forces and 
of those of the Rajah of Beiar in that quarter It is howevei an 
object of importance and of prudent piecaution, to secure the 
passes between Hindustan and the Deccan previously to the 
close of the rams 

54 The expediency of occupying the post of Gwalior pie- 
viously to the defeat of M Perron, must depend upon local 
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circumstances upon which your Excellency will exercise your 
discretion, after having considered the tenor of my instructions 
to Ml Meicer, 

55 Mr Duncan has received my orders for the seizure of 
Scmdiah’s sea-port of Baroach, and of all his other possessions 
in Guzerat, which objects will probably be effected whenever 
General Wellesley shall seize the important fortress of Ahmed- 
nuggei The loss of these possessions will deprive Scindiah of 
the most efficient portion of his military resources m the Deccan 

55 An expedition fiom Calcutta and Ganjam will occupy 
Cuttack m the month of August 

57 It may be reasonably expected that these combined 
attacks will leave no other enemy opposed to your Excellency’s 
force during the rainy season than M Pei ion’s tioops, and what- 
ever foice may have been assembled at Calpee and I con- 
fidently expect that befoie the close of the rams, a material 
impression will have been made on every branch of the Mahratta 
power It IS however possible that M Perron may have in- 
duced some of the Seik chiefs to aid him by predatoiy incuisions 
into the Company’s northern teiritoiies, and it will therefoie be 
necessary for your Excellency to advert to that possible dangei 

58 The objects proposed to be attained m this campaign, and 
the general plan of military operations which I have described, 
will limit the movement of the mam army to the Doab between 
the Ganges and the Jumna, with the addition of a narrow tiact 
of country on the western and southern branch of the Jumna 

59 No detachment of the aimy will probably be lequired to 
move beyond Gwalior before the close of the rams It may 
therefore be expected that your Excellency will not experience 
any consideiable difficulty either in the supply or movements of 
the armies , and that you will be enabled during the course of 
this campaign to establish such depots of piovisions, stores and 
other supplies, as may facilitate your advance into Berar, 
towards the Deccan, or towards the teiritories of the Rajpoot 
chiefs, if such movements should become necessary m another 
campaign 

do Your Excellency has provided with gieat prudence for the 
maintenance of tianquilhty and order within the leserved teiri- 
tories of his Excellency the Nabob Viziei, by leaving a respect- 
able foice m that quarter I entirely appiove that precaution, 
leaving it, however to youi discretion to vary the description or 
strength of the force stationed m the Vizier’s reserved territories 
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accoiding to your judgment, and to the state of local circum- 
stances 

61 I have wiitten to the Vizier, desiring his Excellency’s 
assistance m the supply of elephants and cattle, and as I have 
engaged to defray the whole expense of whatever assistance the 
Vizier may contribute, I entertain a sanguine hope that his 
Excellency will be desirous of making an effort to manifest his 
zeal and attachment on this important occasion 

62 In stating these obseiwations to your Excellency, I have 
puiposely avoided all details 1 dative to the disposition of corps, 
to the strength of the mam army, or of the several detachments, 
to the formation of the staff, or of the diffeient constituent parts 
of the aimy in the field The regulation of all questions of this 
description, is moie properly your Excellency’s peculiar duty, 
and I entertain the most fii m confidence that your Excellency 
will form your aiiangements with that ability, public spirit, and 
honourable zeal for the service, which have distinguished your 
conduct in the various arduous situations, to which you have 
been called by the confidence of your Sovereign and of your 
countiy 

63 With these sentiments, I am particularly anxious to 
abstain from any inteifeience of my authoiity which might tend 
to contract the sphere of youi Excellency’s approved talents, 
activity, and integrity It will be my constant, endeavour to 
apply my authority in such a manner, as shall afford the most 
effectual support to your Excellency m the display of those 
eminent qualifications, during a crisis, which demands their 
unrestrained exertion, and which promises to augment the repu- 
tation and honour of your Excellency’s name, together with 
the glory of the Biitish aims, and the security of the British 
power 

64 With regard to the political negotiations and arrange- 
ments connected with the operations of youi Excellency’s aimy, 
I have addressed to you on this day a letter, vesting you with 
special powers of the same nature as those which I have en- 
trusted to Major-General Wellesley, and eventually to Lieut - 
General Stuart m the Deccan That letter connected with my 
instructions to Mr Mercer, and with my separate letter to your 
Excellency of this date respecting the situation of his Majesty 
Shah Allum, will sufficiently apprize you of the course of political 
measures which youi Excellency is empowered to puisue, with a 
view of facilitating your military operations 
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65 It may, however, be convenient to state in this place, the 
geneial principles by which I am desirous of regulating your 
Excellency’s pioceedmgs, under the powers committed to your 
management 

66 It vill be highly desirable to detach M Peiion fiom 
Scmdiah’s sciwice by pacific negotiation M Pciron’s inclina- 
tion certainly is, to dispose of his power to a Fiench puichasei ; 
but I should not be sui*piized if he wcie to be found leady to 
enter into terms with your Excellency, provided he could obtain 
sufficient secuiity for his personal inteiests I desiie your 
Excellency, however to abstain fiom any negotiation which 
may afford M Perron the opportunity of gaming time, or of 
presciwing, by escape, or by any means, any part of his force, 
especially of his artillery’’, 01 oidnance 

67 I therefore request your Excellency not to commence any 
negotiation with M Pen on, until the success of the force to be 
employed against him shall appear to be perfectly secure, or until 
you shall be fully satisfied that the negotiation cannot afford to 
M Peiron 3iny means of defeating the objects of the aimament 

6S Under these precautions, I empowei youi Excellency to 
conclude any agi cement for the security of M. Pen on’s personal 
interests and property, accompanied by any reasonable remu- 
neration fiom the Biitish Government which shall induce him 
to delivei up the whole of his militaiy lesources and powei, 
together with his teiiitorial possessions, and the person of the 
Moghul, and of the hen apparent, into your Excellency’s hands 

6g The same principle applies gcneially to M Peiron’s 
European officers, and the proclamations with which I have 
fuinished youi Excellency, will enable you to avail yourself of 
the first piopci opportunity of offering piopositions to those 
officers, 01 to the several coips undei M Perron’s command 

70 It IS piobable that the blockade of Agra would enable 
your Excellency to obtain immediate possession of that place 
by offering favourable tcims to Mi Hessing and his gariison 
You will act in this mattei according to your judgment. 

71 This despatch together with those which you have alieady 
leceived from me, will relieve your Excellency fiom any difficulty 
with regard to the suspension of the question of wai 01 peace 
You aie now in possession of my final determination ‘ fo reduce 
the pozver of the French state tn Hmdostan zvithojit delay ^ and to 
liberate the neighbouring chiefs and Rajahs from the yoke of 
that state, and of the Mahiattas, for the purpose of establishing 



3i6 proper objects in treating with native chiefs 

an effectual barrier against the revival of a similar danger in 
Hmdostan 

73 My instructions to Mr Mercer contain every detail which 
can be requisite to guide your Excellency’s judgment in forming 
engagements with those chiefs, either for the purpose of securing 
their assistance during the wai, or of establishing a permanent 
system of alliance at the conclusion of peace 

73 The geneial objects of the war, as desciibed at the com- 
mencement of this despatch, sufficiently indicate the nature of 
the final settlement by which it is my desire to terminate 
hostilities, and to secure peace 

74 Your Excellency will be pleased to fix your attention 
upon those objects as stated m the 36th paragraph of this 
despatch, and to frame every permanent aiiangement with the 
native Chiefs and Rajahs, in confoimity to the general principles 
of excluding the influence of the French and Mahrattas from the 
northern provinces of Hmdostan, of extending the British terri- 
tory to the Jumna, and the British influence to the borders of 
the Deccan, and of engaging the petty chiefs and states to 
strengthen the pioposed system by their aid and co-operation 
under the assurance of the protection of the British arms, and 
of the secure and free enjoyment of their respective rights, 
authorities, and possessions, within the limits of their respective 
territories 

75 The pimciples by which your Excellency will regulate 
your conduct towards the Moghul, are stated in my separate 
despatch of this date 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Youi Excellency’s most faithful servant, 

Wellesley 


3Y. B Edmonstone, Esq., Secretary to Grovernment, 
to Grseme Mercer, Esq 


Insif uctions for negotiations in Bundelcund^ with Rajpoots, and 

Sumrods Begum 


(Most Secret) 

Fort William, July 22nd, 1803 
Sir, 

1. I am directed by his Excellency the most noble the 
Governor-General m Council to inform you that in consequence 
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of a probable rupture with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and othei 
Mahratta chieftains who have manifested a disposition to foim 
a confederacy with that chief against the mteiests of the British 
Government, his Excellency in Council has deemed it expedient 
to appoint a special agent for the purpose of conducting ceitain 
political negotiations with the several states bordering on the 
western fiontier of the British provinces under the Presidency of 
Bengal, and of forming defensive alliances with those states on 
the part of the British Government against the hostile designs 
of the Mahratta chieftains. 

2 His Excellency in Council, in consideiation of the local 
knowledge which you have obtained of the state, of those 
countries, and having a firm reliance in your zeal, ability, and 
discretion, has been pleased to nominate you as his special agent 
for the purposes abovementioned, and to direct that you will 
immediately proceed to Allahabad with all practicable expedi- 
tion, wheie you will enter upon the duties of the chaige entrusted 
to you, under the following instructions 

3 You aie already apprized of the pioposals made some time 
since by Himmut Behadur to the honourable Heniy Wellesley, 
thiough Mr John Messelbeek at Allahabad, for the transfer of 
the province of Bundelcund to the authority of the Honouiable 
Company 

4. The impoitance which his Excellency in Council attaches 
to the possession of this piovmce, as covering the Company’s 
possessions from the inroads of a hostile force from Beiar, has 
been considerably increased by the information received from 
Mr. Ahmuty, the Collector of Allahabad, that Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah has actually despatched a considerable body of his 
forces to the north-western frontier of the Company’s dominions, 
and has addressed letters to Himmut Bahadur, instigating those 
chieftains to commit depredations in the Company’s dominions 
contiguous to Bundelcund , and that Shumshere Bahadur, the 
eldest son of the late Ah Bahadur, has arrived m the province, 
and assumed the authority over it, under a sunnud from Amrut 
Rao, and supported by a force m the service of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar. 

5 Under these circumstances, the immediate interposition of 
the British Government in the affairs of Bundelcund has become 
necessary, as a part of the general system of defence against the 
meditated designs of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and his confederates 
the Rajah of Berar and Jeswunt Rao Holkar ^ 
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6 His Excellency has, therefore, detei mined to enter into a 
negotiation with Himmut Beh^dur foi his aid and influence in 
establishing in the province of Bundclcund an airangement 
calculated to affbid to the British Government the militaiy and 
political advantages of the local situation of that piovmce in the 
piesent crisis of affairs, and his Excellency has accordingly ad- 
dressed a lettei to that chieftain, stating, m general terms, his 
Excellency’s views with lespect to the province of Bundelcund, 
and lequesting him to despatch to Allahabad a confidential 
agent for the expicss purpose of conferring with you on the 
details of the pioposed aiiangemcnt. Copies of this letter, 
and of the detailed pioposals which Himmut Bahadur has 
lately tiansmitted thiough Mi. Ahmuty, are enclosed for your 
infoimation 

7. During the progress of the negotiation you will be enabled 
to asceitain more piecisely than has hitherto been done, the 
means which Himmut Bahadui may possess of effectually sup- 
poitmg the inteiests of the British Government in the province, 
and will accordingly be enabled to submit to his Excellency the 
claims which he may possess to a recompense from the Govern- 
ment foi his co-operation 

8 It appears from the formei communication with Himmut 
Bahadui that his objects are the attainments of a Jaghiie m the 
Company's piovinces within the Dooab, and the release of his 
relation Omrao Geer, fiom confinement at Lucknow 

9 The first of those objects his Excellency authorizes you to 
engage for on the part of the Government , the extent of the 
Jaghireto be hereafter proportioned to the means he may possess 
of fonvardmg the views of Government , and to the zeal and 
activity he may shew m the application of those means to the 
desired object 

10 Omiao Geer was put into confinement on a suspicion of 
his having been engaged with the adheients of Vizier Ah in a 
conspiracy against the government of the Nabob Vizier As the 
British Government is exclusively lesponsible for the protection 
of the dominions and government of the Nawaub Vizier, his 
Excellency is of opinion that an application from the British 
Government to the Nawaub Vizier for the lelease of Omia Geer 
would be acceded to on proper measures being taken to obviate 
the risk of any future attempts on the part of Omrao Geer to dis- 
turb the tianquillity of the Vizier’s Government This might, 
perhaps, be most effectually guarded against by rendering Him- 
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mut Bahadur lesponsible in his peisoii and Jaghire for the future 
conduct of Omio Geer 

II. Our imperfect knowledge of the mteinal state of Bundel- 
cund and of the relative situations of the several chiefs of the 
Bundelahs possessing powei or influence in that province, pre- 
cludes the piacticabihty of detei mining at the present moment 
the specific aiiangements which it may be advisable and practi- 
cable to enter into with them for the attainment of the object in 
view Those arrangements must be regulated by the information 
you may be enabled to acquire on those points after your arrival 
at Allahabad, and by the general spiiit of his Excellency’s views 
and intentions General assurances may be given to those chiefs 
who may be inclined to support the British interests of a liberal 
attention on the part of Government to their rights and interests , 
and the advantages which they will individually obtain fiom an 
emancipation from the yoke of the Mahiattas, may be urged in 
favoui of their ready co-opeiation with the British troops for that 
purpose 

12 His Excellency has been informed that the strong forts of 
Calmger and Damoume in Bundelcund are still possessed by 
dependants of the former Bundelah Rajahs, and that the detei- 
mined lesistance which has been shewn by those people to the 
Goveinment of Ah Bahidur and the piesent Regency, has arisen 
from the diead that, notwithstanding any engagements to the 
contraiy, the very considerable pioperty they possess would be 
plundered by the Mahrattas on then lesignmg the possession of 
those forts As it is piobable that an engagement on the pait of 
the British Government for the security of their peisons and 
pioperty would induce those dependants of the former Bundelah 
Rajahs to resign the possession of these forts to the British 
Government, you are authoiized to enter into engagements with 
tliem for that purpose, on the condition of their ready submission 
to the Government This, howevei, is to be considered as a 
secondary object, and you will attempt a negotiation of this 
natuie only in the event of youi deeming it in no measure incon- 
sistent with the geneial conciliatory measuie to be pursued 
with the inhabitants of the country 

13 His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief will be requested 
to take the necessary measures to support the ariangements which 
may be foimed by the application of a military force to act in 
confoimity to them 

14 The province of Boghelcund or Rewah Mackunpore, 
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Situated to the south-east of Bundelcund, is consideied by his 
Excellency as tributary to the latter As no peimanent con- 
quest of this province has, however, been made by Ah Bahadur, 
and as Rajah Ajeet Sing, the hereditary chief of the province, is 
in actual possession, it is his Excellency’s wish that every en- 
deavour should be made to conciliate that chief to the in- 
terests of the Biitish Government, and the necessary assistance 
granted him, if required, to defend the province from the inroads 
of the Berar Mahrattas, by sending a detachment to assist him 
in securing the pimcipal passes into his country from Nagpore 

15 The countries adjoining to Bundelcund, on the north-west, 
formerly possessed by the Ran ah of Gohud-an.d other Jaut chiefs, 
are now, with the exception of Kalpee, (a Jaghire, held undei 
the sunnud of the Peishwa,) exclusively under the dominion of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah It is understood that those chiefs are very 
generally averse to the authority of the Mahratta chieftain, and 
that they would readily embrace any effectual means which might 
be proposed to them foi the purpose of obtaining an emancipa- 
tion from that authority 

16 As a co-opeiation on the part of those chiefs would 
essentially forward the military operations which it may be 
found expedient to prosecute m those countries, his Excellency 
directs me to furnish you with the following observations on the 
general principles which it is his Excellency’s wish to adopt in 
forming ariangements with those chiefs 

17. In the event of a war with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, the 
security of the British possessions m the Dooab against the future 
designs of that chief, would seem to demand the total abolition 
of his authority and interference in the north-western piovmces 
of Hmdostan 

18 As it IS not his Excellency’s intention, however, m the 
event of a successful war with Scmdiah, to extend at present the 
Biitish regulations beyond the Dooab, with the reservation of 
Bundelcund and of such cities, forts, or districts, on the western 
banks of the Jumna, as may serve effectually to secure the safe 
navigation of that river, and to protect the frontier of the Dooab, 
it appears to his Excellency that engagements with those chiefs, 
formed on the basis of mutual security and support, and excluding 
all mterfeience on the part of the British Government m the in- 
ternal regulation of their respective possessions, would most effect- 
ually secure their co-operation, and present the strongest barrier 
to the effoits of Scmdiah to regain an influence m that quarter 
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T9 Upon this principle engagements may be enteied into 
with those chiefs, securing to them the undisturbed possession of 
their hei editary tenures on the condition of their zealous and 
ready co-operation with the Biitish Government, to the extent 
of their respective means, in expelling the troops of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah from that quarter of Hindostan, and pi eventing any 
future attempts on the pait of that chieftain, or of any other 
foreign power, to establish an authority in those provinces 

30 The ancestors of the Ranah of Gohud possessed the 
pimcipal authoiity and influence amongst the Jaut chiefs to the 
westwaidof the Jumna, and although the authority andpioperty 
of the present Ranah have been completely subjugated by 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, yet his influence amongst the Jaut tribes 
is supposed to be still considerable, and might, perhaps, be ad- 
vantageously used to assist in expelling the troops of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah ftom the piovmces of Hindostan. 

21 The poverty of the Ranah might, however, rendei it 
necessaiy that he should be supplied with sufficient funds to 
enable him to exert this influence to the effectual support of the 
British interests 

32 If upon more minute and local information of the state of 
the Ranah^s circumstances, and of the influence which he may 
possess amongst the Jaut tribes, you should be of opinion that he 
is inclined to co-opeiate with the Biitish forces in the expulsion 
of the tioops of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah from the country of 
Gohud, and that an advance of money from the Biitish Govern- 
ment might enable him to give useful suppoit to the militaiy 
operations of the British forces in that countiy, his Excellency 
directs me to authoiize j^'ou to grant him such advance as you 
may deem immediately necessary for the pm pose of enabling 
him to collect his adherents, not to exceed the amount ofiupees, 
100,000, without receiving the further authoiity of his Excellency 
m Council The enclosed letter addiessed by his Excellency to 
the Ranah of Gohud (a copy of which is enclosed for your in- 
formation) will be foi warded by you only in the above event 
of your conceiving that his co-operation may be advantageously 
exerted 

23. To complete the system proposed by his Excellency of 
defensive alliance against the future encroachments of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah or other foieign powers into the north-western 
provinces of Hindostan, his Excellency attaches much import- 
ance to securing the accession of the Rajpoot chiefs of Jypore 

Y 
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and Jodepore to the plan above laid down, of mutual security 
and support 

^4. Enclosed are copies of letters which his Excellency has 
with this view addressed to the Rajahs of Jypore and Jodepore, 
which sufficiently explain the principles on which it is his Excel- 
lency’s intention to form ariangements with those chiefs. The 
original letteis have been forwarded through his Excellency the 
Commander-m-Chief, and duplicates have been delivered to the 
Vakeels of those chiefs at the Presidency for transmission to 
their principals 

a 5 His Excellency considers it a desirable object to be 
attained m the negotiation with the Jaut and Rajpoot chiefs, 
that their fiontieis should be secured by a subsidiary force 
fiom the British Government proportionate to the extent of 
their possessions and means respectively This will more par- 
ticularly be desirable with the Ranah of Gohud and the Rajahs 
of Jypore and Jodepore, the amount of whose revenues his Ex- 
cellency conceives would easily admit of a subsidy being paid 
to the British Government for the defence of their possessions 

%6. Fiom the enclosed copy of a letter, addressed to Zeib ul 
Nissa Begum, you will observe that his Excellency the Governor- 
General IS inclined to extend the piotection and favour of the 
British Government to the Begum As the Jaghire possessed 
by the Begum is within the Doab, his Excellency is desirous 
that in any engagement enteied into on the part of the British 
Government, such conditions may be inserted as may facilitate 
the introduction of the British regulations into the Jaghire in 
the event of a settlement of the adjoining parts of the Doab 
being formed upon the system of government established m the 
British possessions 

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief has already been 
furnished with the instructions of his Excellency the most noble 
the Governor-Geneial, in regard to the measures to be pursued 
for dissolving the force under the command of M Pen on, and in 
the service of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

2,8 A general political authority will also be vested in his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief by his Excellency in 
Council, founded on the spirit of these instructions, a copy of 
which will be forwarded to his Excellency, and subject to such 
further secret instructions as his Excellency the most noble the 
Governor-General may deem expedient to forwaid to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief 
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39 As it Will be of the utmost importance that the details of 
the measures, diiected by the above general instructions, should 
be conducted undei the inspection and with the sanction of his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, his Excellency in Council 
desiies that so soon as you may deem the negotiation in legard 
to Bundelcund, in such a state of forwardness as to admit of 
5^oui proceeding to join his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, 
ypu will entrust the further piosecution of the arrangement 
adopted for putting the British troops in possession of that 
province, to Mr R Ahmuty, the collector of Allahabad , and 
proceed yourself to the head quarters of the army, under the 
command of his Excellency, where you will be furnished with 
such fuither instructions as may be deemed necessary, thiough 
the medium of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 

30 To enable you to discharge the varied and extensive 
duties now entrusted to you with promptitude and effect, his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief will be requested to au- 
thorize one or more of the military officers under his Excellency’s 
command, who may be spared from their military duties, and 
who may be otherwise qualified, to be employed under your 
direction in cariymg into effect the political arrangements com- 
mitted to the geneial supeiintendence of his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief 

31 The collectors of Allahabad, Cawnpore and Etawah, will 
be diiected to honour youi drafts on his Excellency the most 
noble the Governor-General for such 'sums as you may require 
for the purposes of the public service 

32 You will be pleased to coi respond with the Secretary to 
the Government in the Secret Department on all points con- 
nected with the objects of your mission, transmitting for the 
mfoimation of his Excellency the most noble the Governor- 
General, a regular detail of your proceedings, and you will com- 
municate copies of all your letters to the Secretaiy to his Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief. 

1 am, &c 

N B Edmonstone, 

Secretary to Government, 

Secret and Political Department 


Y 2 
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44. IsT. B Edmonstone, Esq, Secretary to Government, to 
Colonel Collins, Resident at tlie Court of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah.. 

Arguuieiit against the right of the Confederated Chieftains to 
object to the conclusion, or to obstruct the execution, of the 
Treaty of Bassein. 

(Extract ) 

Sir, Fort William, June 3rd, 1803 

V- * * * ^ * * - 5 ^- 

You will be prepared to oppose any arguments founded on 
Scindiah’s alleged rights and privileges, as a branch of the Mah- 
ratta empire, by which Scindiah may contest the right of the 
Peishwa to conclude political engagements with the British 
Government, or with any foreign power, without the previous 
consent and concurrence of the feudatory chieftains, or may en- 
deavour to justify his interference m the late arrangements, or 
assert a right to participation in the future administration of the 
Peishwa’s affairs. 

Under the instructions of his Excellency the Governor-General 
you have already successfully combated the principle assumed 
by Dowlut Rao Scindiah that, as guarantee to the tieaty of 
Salbye, his previous consent to the engagements between the 
British Government and the Peishwa should have been obtained 
No such principle can, in his Excellency’s judgment, be main- 
tained by any arguments derived either from the original consti- 
tution of the Mahratta empire, or from the actual piactice of the 
several chieftains composing the Mahratta confederacy. The 
exclusive right of concluding treaties and engagements with 
foreign states, not of a nature to compromise the separate rights 
and interests of the feudatory chieftains of the empiie, must be 
considered to be inherent in the supreme executive authority of 
the Mahratta state, and it may be a question whether the Peishwa, 
acting in the name and under the ostensible sanction of the no- 
minal head of the empire, might not conclude treaties which shall 
be obligatory upon the subordinate chiefs and feudatories with- 
out their concurrence. But even under a contrary supposition, 
it would be absurd to regulate any political question by the 
standard of a constitution which time and events have entirely 
altered or dissolved. The late Mahajee Scindiah and his suc- 
cessor Dowlut Rao have uniformly exercised the powers of in- 
dependent dominion by making war on the neighbouring states, 
by concluding engagements with them, and by regulating the 
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whole system of their internal administration without the partici- 
pation or pievious consent of the Peishwa^ whose supremacy, 
however, both Mahajee Scmdiah and Dowlut Rao Scmdiah have 
uniformly acknowledged 

Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, therefore, cannot, even on the supposed 
principles of the original constitution, deny the right of the 
Peishwa to conclude his late engagements with the Biitish Go- 
vernment independently of his concurrence, without impeaching 
the validity of his own proceedings and those of his predecessor ; 
nor can he, according to the more admissible rules derived from 
practice and prescription, justly refuse to admit the exercise of 
those independent rights of dominion on the part of the Peishwa, 
which both Scmdiah and his predecessor assumed m a condition 
of acknowledged subordination to his Highness’s permanent 
authority. 

The Rajah of Berar is known to entertain pretensions to the 
authority of the Sahoo Rajah, and on the accession of a Peishwa, 
he is admitted to the privilege of investing the Peishwa with a 
khelaut Undei these circumstances, the Rajah of Beiar’s ac- 
knowledgement of subordination to the pai amount authority of 
the Peishwa may be doubted But while the Peishwa continues 
to exercise that authonty m his capacity of representative of the 
Sahoo Rajah, the Rajah of Berar cannot possess the light of 
controlling the Peishwa’s actions 

In proportion as the Rajah of Beiar disclaims the supremacy 
of the Peishwa, he has less right to interfere m any degree in the 
Peishwa’s concerns The Peishwa must be considered by the 
Rajah of Berar, either as the lepresentative of the Raj'ah of 
Berar’s paramount Sovereign, or as an independent state, in 
amity with the Rajah of Berar, or as a power acknowledged by 
every other state m India, but which it is the secret design of the 
Rajah of Berar to subvert, with a view to supersede its authonty 
for his own aggrandizement In any of these cases, and more 
especially m the last, the other poweis of India cannot admit the 
nght of the Rajah of Berar to control the Peishwa’s intercourse 
with other states, unless the Peishwa shall attempt to injure the 
independence of the Rajah of Berar. 

The arguments stated in the preceding paiagraphs are equally 
applicable to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s assumption of a right to 
interfere in any manner m the arrangement concluded between 
the British Government and the Peishwa, or m the future 
administration of his Highness’s affairs , such interference is 
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incompatible with the complete and effectual operation of oui 
engagements with his Highness, and the right to secure their 
due opeiation, is necessarily combined with the light to contiact 
them 

Scmdiah cannot justly deny the right of the Peishwa and of 
the British Government to conclude the teims of a defensive al- 
liance without his pievious consent, noi claim the light of inter- 
fering in the anangement or in the futuie admmistiation of the 
Peishwa’s affairs on the giounds of his having employed his 
aims and lesources in the suppoit of the Peishwa’s cause 

Scmdiah did not originally take up arms for the defence of the 
Peishwa. He had long been engaged in a contest with Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai, whose fiequent successes and inci easing power 
menaced the security of Scindiah’s dominion, and the unsuccess- 
ful resistance which the foices of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah opposed 
to those of Holkar in the vicinity of Poonah was merely a con- 
tinuation of the contest. The efforts of Scmdiah to check the 
progiess of Holkar’s aims were necessary for the preservation of 
his own power, and the object of his exertions was not changed 
by the danger to which the state of Poonah was exposed by the 
approach of Holkar to that capital The prescivation of 
Scindiah’s usuiped ascendancy in the state of Poonah, and the 
secuiity of his own dominion, which would have been more 
than ever endangeicd by the establishment of Holkar at the 
capital of Poonah, lendered the protection of the peison and 
government of the Peishwa an object of individual interest to 
Scmdiah, and the same motives must be supposed to have 
influenced his subsequent operations His exertions, however, 
have not contiibuted in any degree to the Peishwa’s restoiation. 
Awaie of the doubtful issue of a fuithei contest with the arms 
of Holkai, Scmdiah solicited the co-opeiation of the British 
power, and continued in a state of inactivity at a considerable 
distance from the scene of action The eneigy, promptitude, 
and power of the British Government were the exclusive causes 
which compelled Jeswunt Rao Holkar to abandon his design of 
subveiting the dominion of the Peishwa and of establishing his 
own authority upon its luins, and to letiie from Poonah, de- 
prived him of the means of supporting his military power, and 
secured the restoration of the Peishwa to his capital and govern- 
ment, and to these seasonable and arduous exertions of the 
British power, Scmdiah is absolutely indebted for the present 
secure possession of his dominion 
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The combined result of all these facts and arguments is, that 
the interposition of the British power for the restoration of the 
Peishwa, and the conclusion of the late alliance with the state of 
Poonah, is not only wariantable upon every principle of justice, 
and the law of nations, but indispensably necessary for the pie- 
servation of the integrity of the Mahratta empire, and to the 
security of the legitimate rights and interests of its respective 
branches, and especially of Scmdiah That those rights and 
mteiests are effectually secured by the teims of the alliance, 
and consequently that any attempt on the pait of any state 
or chieftain, to disturb the operation of the treaty of Bassem, 
may justly be considered to be an act of hostility against the 
British Government 

Under all these circumstances we possess an undoubted light to 
require that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah should afford the most un- 
equivocal proofs of his resolution to abstain fiom the adoption of 
any measures, which we may deem to be calculated to impede the 
accomplishment of the late ariangements in the Mahratta state. 

■i<-*y-*****-5r 

I have the honour to be, &c N B Edmonstone, 

Sec. to Government. 

45 The Marquess Wellesley to the Secret Committee of 
the Coxu’t of Du’ectors 

Progress of Mahratta affairs In spite of rumours and appear- 
ances, the Governor-General thinks war will not ensue. 

Fort William, June 20th, 1803 

Honouiable Siis, 

In my despatch of the 19th of April, 1B03, forwaided over- 
land, I had the honour to communicate to your honourable 
Committee the progress of transactions on the western side of 
the peninsula, to the period of my latest advices, and to state 
my sentiments respecting the situation of affairs in the Mahratta 
empire The Resident at Poonah, in conformity to my instruc- 
tions, has transmitted to your honourable Committee a narrative 
of occurrences in the Mahratta state to the J5th of May 

The intelligence of the impoitant event of his Highness the 
Peishwa’s restoration to the exercise of his just authority in the 
Mahratta state, under the piotection of the British power, must 
have afforded great satisfaction to your honourable Committee 
Every circumstance connected with that prosperous event justi- 
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fies a confident expectation of the complete and pacific accom- 
plishment of the beneficial objects of the late alliance with the 
Peishwa 

It is my duty, on this occasion, to express to your honour- 
able Committee the high sense which I entertain of the dis- 
tinguished ability manifested by the honourable Major-General 
Wellesley m conducting the British detachment, under his com- 
mand, from the frontier of Mysore to Poonah 

The documents forming the enclosures to this despatch, and 
transmitted by the Devaynes, will afford to your honourable 
Committee a full view of the considerable military skill with 
which Major-General Wellesley surmounted the difficulties of 
his long and arduous march , and combined the various arrange- 
ments requisite to secure the supply and movement of his army, 
and the co-operation and junction of the troops from Hyderabad 
and Bombay Your honourable Committee will also observe 
with pleasure the prudence, address, and temper with which 
Maj’or-General Wellesley conciliated the Mahratta states occu- 
pying the countries through which he passed, and you will 
approve the signal success with which he composed the various 
animosities and dissensions of the several Mahratta chiefs, and 
united that discordant and turbulent race in the common cause 
of the Peishwa and of the British Government 

The particular attention of your honourable Committee will 
be directed to the judgment, humanity, and activity manifested 
by Major-General Wellesley in saving the city of Poonah from 
destruction by the rapid march and seasonable arrival of the 
British troops This happy event impressed the inhabitants of 
that city with the most favourable opinion of the British power. 
It IS a circumstance equally honourable to our character, and 
propitious to our interests in that quarter of India, that the first 
effects of the British influence in the Mahratta dominions should 
have been displayed in rescuing the capital of the empire fiom 
impending rum, and its inhabitants from violence and rapine 

It will be satisfactory to your honourable Committee to be 
informed that his Highness the Peishwa has expressed the 
utmost degree of admiration m observing the promptitude, 
energy, and success of those exertions to which his Highness 
is indebted for his restoration to his government and dominions , 
and that the conduct of Major-General Wellesley, and of Lieut - 
Colonel Close, on this occasion, has apparently established in 
his Highness’s mind the most implicit confidence in the good 
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faith, justice, and power of the British Government, and m the 
valour, skill, and integrity of its officers, with a high sense of the 
benefits which his Highness must derive from the operation of 
the late alliance on every blanch of his interests and affaiis 
From the enclosed copy of my latest advices from the Resi- 
dent at Poonah, your honourable Committee will observe the 
disposition of the Peishwa to conform to the advice and lecom- 
mendation of the British Government, m the adoption of every 
measure necessary to consolidate his Highness’s authority, and 
to accomplish the objects of the treaty of Bassem , and you will 
find that his Highness’s confidence in the British Government 
has been increased, and has received additional confirmation 
by every event which has occurred since his Highness has 
resorted to our protection for the recovery of his lights 

Although the information contained m Lieut -Colonel Close’s 
address to your honourable Committee, and the tenor of my 
latest advices from the courts of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the 
Rajah of Berar tend to countenance the rumours of a projected 
confederacy between those chieftains and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
the existence of any such confederacy is still a subject of con- 
siderable doubt If any such combination has been formed, its 
object IS piobably restricted to purposes of a defensive natuie, 
without involving any views of hostility towaids the British 
power The local situation and comparative power and re- 
sources of Scmdiah and Ragojee Bhoousla preclude the appre- 
hension of any attempt of those chiefs to subvert the Peishwa ’s 
government, 01 the treaty of Bassein, at the desperate hazard of 
a war with the British power The situation of Holkar is pre- 
carious and accidental , the instability of the resources of that 
adventurer 1 educes the continuance of his power to the utmost 
degree of uncertainty, and absolutely deprives him of the means 
of opposing any systematic or formidable resistance to the 
operation of our alliance with the state of Poonah With a 
view, however, to anticipate eveiy possible contingency, I have 
framed and despatched the instructions and letters which are 
annexed to this despatch, and are noted m the margin 
Anxious to furnish the Resident at Poonah and Major-General 
Wellesley with instructions for the regulation of their conduct 
immediately after the return of the Peishwa to Poonah, I have 
transmitted directions to those officers, m a despatch to the 
former of which a copy is enclosed 

That despatch contained a general statement of the pimciples 
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on which the late treaty with the Peishwa is founded, of the 
objects to which it is directed, and of the measures necessary 
to be pursued for securing the complete operation and sta- 
bility of the alliance between the Company and the Mahrattas, 
I, therefore, deem it sufficient to refer your honourable Com- 
mittee to that document for infoimation on those important 
points 

With a view to aid the effect of the representations which 
Lieut -Colonel Close was instructed in that despatch to address 
to his Highness the Peishwa, I deemed it to be expedient to 
address a letter to his Highness, a copy of that letter is also 
annexed to this despatch for the information of your honourable 
Committee 

Your honourable Committee was informed by Lieut -Colonel 
Close of the exactions levied by Jeswunt Rao Holkar upon his 
Highness the Nizam’s city of Aurungabad No reason exists to 
countenance an apprehension that these depredations on the 
Nizam’s territory are connected with the supposed confederacy 
between Holkar and Scmdiah Destitute of any permanent 
resources, Holkar is compelled to supply his exigencies by in- 
discriminate plunder It is probable that Holkar has been 
induced to levy contributions from Aurungabad by the trea- 
cherous suggestions of the Nizam’s officer commanding at that 
station, who is believed to have participated m the booty 

Major-General Wellesley, however, deemed it to be proper to 
direct Lieut -Colonel Stevenson to advance with the whole of 
the Nizam’s subsidiary force towards Aurungabad for the even- 
tual protection of his Highness’s dominions I have lately 
received information that Holkar has retired with his army fiom 
the Nizam’s frontier towards the northward 

The judicious arrangements which Major-General Wellesley 
has effected foi the disposition of the tioops under his command 
IS calculated to meet every exigency of affaiis, even under the 
improbable supposition that Scmdiah, the Rajah of Berar, and 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar have really entertained designs of a hostile 
nature against the British Government or its allies Our early 
state of preparation, and the formidable force which Major- 
General Wellesley has opposed to every possible operation on 
the part of any or of all those chieftains, must effectually 
deter them from the prosecution of war In the same spirit of 
seasonable precaution Lieut -General Stuait has judged it to be 
expedient to advance the army under his immediate command to 
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a position winch may enable him to co-operate with the troops 
under Major-Geneial Wellesley and Colonel Stevenson. 

My instructions to Colonel Collins, of the 5th of May, and to 
Lieut -Colonel Close, of the 7th of May, together with my letter 
of the 1 5th of May, to the Rajah of Berar, have probably already 
produced an airangement of a pacific nature with all the chiefs 
of the Mahratta empire, whose formal accession to the treaty of 
Bassein has not yet been signified to me The Peishwa having 
actually resumed his government, the stipulations of the treaty 
have been notified to Scmdiah, and to the Rajah of Berar The 
terms of the treaty must also have been known to Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, and as the articles of the treaty provide a more effectual 
security for the possessions of Holkai and Scmdiah than either 
could have attained under any othei arrangement compatible 
with the existence of the Peishwa’s power, it may be expected 
that a sense of their own inteiests will induce those chiefs to 
acquiesce in the settlement which has been effected at Poonah 

The depredations which have been committed by Holkar on 
the territories of the Nizam, unquestionably would furnish a just 
ground of wai against that adventurer, if he were to be con- 
sidered in the situation of an established power m India But 
as the exactions at Aurungabad appear to have been levied with 
the concurrence of the Nizam’s officers, whose faith had been 
long suspected, and as no principle of justice or policy requires 
the acknowledgment of Holkar among the states of India, I 
propose to view this transaction as the combined offence of two 
unfaithful seiwants of the states of Poonah and Hyderabad , 
and I shall not attempt to piosecute hostilities against Holkar, 
unless he shall endeavour by force to obstruct the operation of 
the treaty of Bassein It will not be difficult to obtain sufficient 
satisfaction for the Nizam by pacific accommodation with Holkar, 
after the latter shall have submitted, formally, to the legitimate 
authority of the Peishwa 

At the date of my latest advices from the Resident with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, that chieftain had not proceeded beyond 
the frontier of his own territory. The Resident desciibes Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah to be personally disposed to pursue measures of 
an amicable nature towards the British Government, although it 
IS possible that Scmdiah may have been induced to signify a 
reluctant consent to the formation of the projected conspiracy 
by the urgency of his principal ministers 

This circumstance is confirmed by the communications which 



332 the treaty likely to secure tranquillity 

Colonel Collins has received from Ballajee Koonjur, the officei 
despatched by his Highness the Peishwa to Scmdiah, for the 
purpose of explaining to that chieftain the detail of the engage- 
ments concluded by his Highness with the British Government 

I have received intelligence that the Rajah of Berar had 
entered his tents with a view of commencing his march from 
Nagpore, for the puipose of meeting Scmdiah, but that the in- 
formation of the arrival of the British troops at Poonah, which 
leached the Rajah of Berar soon after he entered his tents, 
would probably deter that chieftain from advancing 

Under all these circumstances, any opposition from the Mah- 
latta chieftains to the complete accomplishment of the stipula- 
tions of the treaty of Bassem, appears to be improbable, and I 
entertain a firm hope that the British Government will be speedily 
relieved from the danger which menaced our possessions in the 
Peninsula during the recent commotion in the Mahratta empire, 
and that tranquillity will be peimanently established on our 
frontiei by the opeiation of the alliance happily concluded with 
his Highness the Peishwa. 

145- ^ w 4- ^ 4- 4- 4^ 4^ 

In closing this despatch, it will be satisfactory to your honour- 
able Committee, that I should add my expectation that the 
necessary expense of the late military operations in the Pen- 
insula is not likely to occasion any derangement in the general 
prosperity of the finances of the Company in India, or in the 
accounts or services of the present year 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley 

46. The Governor- General in council to the Honourable the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors. 

Unsatisfactory negotiations with Scindiah and the Rajah of 
Berar War now appears probable^ for which the Governor- 
General IS well prepared. 

Fort William, ist August, 1803 

Honourable Sirs, 

The Governor- General has had the honour of communicating 
to your honourable Committee, m his several despatches of the 

^ The omitted passage contains a high eulogj^ of Lieut -Colonel Close, - 
and his recent diplomatic services 
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24tli of Decembei, 1802, loth of February, i9tli of April, and 
20th of June, 1803, the progress of tiansactions in the Mahratta 
empire, and of stating to your honourable Committee the 
measuies which his Excellency deemed it necessary to pursue 
for the security and impiovement of the British interests, as con- 
nected with that empire, and his general sentiments with respect 
to the actual state of affairs at those seveial periods of time 

The Governor- General m council now deems it proper to 
continue the narrative of events fiom the date of the Governor- 
General’s latest communication to your honouiable Committee, 
a duplicate of which accompanies this despatch overland 

At a confeience between Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the 
Resident at the coUrt of that chieftain, holden on the 28th of 
May, the Resident communicated to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah the 
lepiesentations which he was instructed to make in confoimity 
to the notes of insti uction, of which a copy formed an enclosure 
in the Govcrnoi-Geneial’s address to your honouiable Com- 
mittee of the 20th of June 

The Resident began the confeience by impaitmg to Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah the whole of the treaty of Bassem, of which he 
also delivered a copy to that chieftain, agreeably to the direc- 
tions of the Governoi -General After some discussion with 
regard to particular parts of that tieaty, the Resident called on 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to declare whether it appealed to him to 
contain any stipulations mjuiious to his just rights In reply 
to which, that chieftain candidly acknowledged that it contained 
no such stipulations The Resident then adveited to the 
reported confederacy between Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, the Rajah 
of Berar and Jesvoint Rao Holkar, and to the actual appioach 
of the Rajah of Berar, foi the purpose of meeting Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, and in conformity to the Governor-Geneial’s instruc- 
tions, required that chieftain to state the nature of the late 
negotiations between those Mahiatta chiefs, and to disavow 
any intentions of confederating with the Rajah of Beiai, and 
with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, for the purpose of obstiuctmg the 
completion of the arrangements established by the treaty of 
Bassem 

The Resident enfoiced these demands by every argument 
which the natuie of the case suggested, and by the declaration, 
which he was instiucted to make, of the determined resolution 
of the British Government to lesist any attempt on the part of 
any state or power to obstruct the complete execution of the 
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tieaty of Bassein, and the Resident apprized Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, that m the event of his refusing to affoid the just and 
leasonable explanations and assurances which the Resident has 
demanded, and of his continuing to prosecute militaiy opera- 
tions in opposition to the Resident’s lemonstranccs, the Biitish 
Government would be compelled to adopt measuies of pre- 
caution on eveiy boundary of that chieftain’s dominions The 
Resident added, agreeably to the Govemoi -General’s instruc- 
tions, that ceitain intelligence of the accession of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah to any confedeiacy against the Biitish power would 
pioduce immediate hostilitj’’ on all parts of his frontier 

These lepresentations howevei, failed to produce the desired 
effect , Dowlut Rao Scmdiah repeatedlj'- declared to the Re- 
sident, that he could not affoid the satisfaction demanded until 
a meeting should have taken place between that chieftain and 
the Rajah of Berar, whose anival was expected in the course of 
a few days, and Dow lut Rao Scmdiah closed the discussion by 
stating to the Resident, that immediately after his interview 
with the Rajah of Berar, the Resident should be informed 
' whethei it would be peace or wai ’ 

This unprovoked menace of hostility, and the insult offered 
to the Biitish Government by a rcfeience of the question of 
‘ peace or war,’ to the result of a conference witli the Rajah of 
Beiar, who, at the head of a considerable army, had reached 
the vicinity of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah s camp, together with 
the indication V Inch it afforded of a disposition on the part of 
those chieftains to prosecute the supposed objects of their con- 
fedeiacy, lendered it the duty of the British Government to 
adopt without delay, the most effectual measures for the vindica- 
tion of its dignity, and for the security of its rights and interests, 
and those of its allies, against any attempt on the part of the 
confedeiates, to injure or invade them. 

The Governor-General accordingly issued private instructions 
to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief at Cawnpore, to 
make the necessary arrangements for assembling the army on 
the north-west frontier of the Company's possessions, and the 
Governor-Geneial at the same time directed his attention to the 
formation of a plan of operations for the British army in that 
quaiter, and to the accomplishment of a system of political 
arrangement with the neighbouring states and chieftains, calcu- 
lated to dimmish the power and resources of the enemy, and to 
facilitate the success of the British arms in the event of our being 
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compelled to proceed to measures of hostility against the power 
and possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

The course of measuies which the Governor-Geneial deemed 
It advisable to adopt foi those purposes, is desciibcd m the 
enclosed papei of notes, which was transmitted to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief foi his immediate mfoimation and guidance 

1* ^ ^ ^ * * 

The Governor-General m council now proceeds to state the 
progress of the negotiations and transactions on the western side 
of India 

Although the answer which Dowlut Rao Scmdiah returned to 
the just and reasonable demands of the Resident, on the 38th of 
May, would have justified the Resident m immediately quitting 
the camp of that chieftain, the Resident in confoimity to the 
desiie expiessed by the Governoi-Geneial to employ eveiy 
practical endeavour to effect a pacific accommodation of subsist- 
ing differences, propel ly resolved to postpone his depaituie until 
a meeting should have taken place between Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Beiar 

On the 3d of June, the Rajah of Berar ai rived within one 
march of Scindiah’s camp, and was met by the latter chieftain 
on the following morning On the 5th the Resident despatched 
his native Secretary with a complimentary message to the Rajah 
of Berar, who leceived him with distinguished attention The 
Rajah of Berai expressed with apparent sincerity, his solicitude 
to maintain the relations of friendship which had so long sub- 
sisted between the Biitish Government and the state of Berai, 
and informed the Resident’s emissary that he had leceived the 
Governor-General’s letter of the 13th of May, and that he should 
speedily return a reply 

The two chieftains having held a private conference on the 
8th, the Resident despatched a message to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
on the following day, intimating that the intended intennew 
between Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and the Rajah of Berar, having 
taken place, it was incumbent on Dowlut Rao Scindiah to return 
an immediate and explicit answer to the demands, which the 
Resident had stated on the 38th of May To this message, 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah returned an evasive reply The Resident 
being of opinion, that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah systematically post- 

^ The passage here omitted explains the object and character of the 
special powers vested m Major-General Wellesley, as printed elsewhere. 
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previously separate tlieir forces, and commence their return to 
their respective territories 

By the latest accounts the united aimies of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah and the Rajah of Beiar occupied a position within a 
few days’ march of the pass of Adjuntee, one of the principal 
passes on the western frontiei of his Highness the Nizam’s 
dominions The subsidiary force under the command of Lieut - 
Colonel Stevenson, together with his Highness the Nizam’s 
contingent, was encamped at a shoit distance fiom Aurungabad. 

The .honourable Major-Geneial Wellesley marched from 
Poonah with the mam body of the forces undci his command 
on the 4th of June, and by the latest advices was encamped 
within a few maiches of Ahmednuggur, a stiong fort belonging 
to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, at the distance of about eighty miles 
from Poonah The army undci the command of Major-Gencial 
Wellesley is accompanied by an inconsiderable portion of the 
contingent of troops wdiich the Peishwa is required to furnish by 
the tieaty of Bassein There is no reason, however, to ascribe 
this deficiency to any want of inclination on the pait of his High- 
ness to adhere to the faith of his engagements with the British 
Government. 

By the latest advices, Jeswunt Rao Holkai occupied a position 
with the mam body of his army on the north side of the Taptee 
river. The endeavours of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah 
of Berar to induce that chieftain to join them, appeal to have 
been unsuccessful. It is not probable that Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
will ever be induced by any concessions cordially to connect his 
interests with those of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

The Governor-General has great satisfaction m assuring your 
honourable Committee that m the event of hostilities between 
the British Government and the confederated chieftains, we shall 
enter upon the contest undei every ciicumstance of advantage 
aiismg from the season of the yeai, from the superiority of our 
tioops, and from the relative position of the British forces 

The character of Majoi-General Wellesley, the extent of our 
force, and the approved valour, steadiness, and discipline of our 
troops, afford a prospect of the speedy and complete success 
of our arms on the western side of India, if the conduct of 
the Mahratta states should ultimately compel us to resort to 
hostility. 

The extent and efficiency of the British forces on the north- 
western quarter of the Company’s dominions undei the command 
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of his Excellency the commander-m-chiefj and his Excellency’s 
approved skill, activity, perseverance and prudence constitute a 
just foundation of confidence in the success of our military 
operations against the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah in 
that quarter of Hmdostan 

The Goveinor-Geneial is employed m framing the necessary 
arrangements for the occupation of the province of Cuttack 
in the event of hostilities, and the Governor-General in council 
entertains no doubt of the speedy success of the expedition 
which will be directed to that quarter m the event of hostilities 
between the British Government and the toiifederated Mahratta 
chieftains 

The necessary measures have been adopted for defending the 
whole line of frontier from Allahabad to Midnapoor from the 
incursions of predatory bodies of the enemy’s troops 

No events have occurred at Poonah of a nature to produce 
any change in the sentiments which the Governor-General has 
had the honour to state to your honourable Committee with 
respect to the stability and the benefits of the alliance concluded 
between the British Government and the Peishwa 

The accounts which the Governor-General m council has 
leceived of the state of his Highness the Nizam’s health, lead to 
an apprehension of that prince’s immediate decease Measures 
have long since been adopted for securing to his Highness’s 
eldest son, Mirza Secunder Jah, the succession to the Soobah- 
darry of the Deccan on the decease of his father, and the 
Governor-Geneial in council has no reason to apprehend that the 
decease of his Highness the Nizam will occasion any commotion 
at Hyderabad, or 'm any degree operate prejudicially to the 
political inteiests of the British Government iti India 

We have the honour to be. 

Honourable Sirs, 

your most obedient and faithful servants, 

Wellesley, 

G H. Barlow, 

G Udny. 

- Examined, 

W B Bayley, Assistant 
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47. Dowlut Rao Scmdiali to the Marquess Wellesley 
Co7id%tional assent to the Treaty of Bassein 

Received July 31st, 1803 

I have received your Lordship’s friendly letter notifying the 
conclusion of new engagements between his Highness the 
Peishwa and the English Company at Bassein, together with a 
copy of the treaty, and I have been fully apprized of evciy word ' 
of its contents, which have also been fully communicated to me 
by Colonel Collins 

Whereas the engagements subsisting between the Peishwa and 
me aicsuch, that the adjustment of all affairs and of the concerns 
of his state and government, should be arranged and completed 
with my advice and participation, by the favour of God ' through 
a regard to what is above stated, the dcgiees of mutual concord 
have so increased, that to this time no interruption 01 derange- 
ment of them has occuried on eithei side Notwithstanding this, 
the engagements which have lately been concluded between that 
quarter (British Govei nment) and the Peishwa have only now 
been communicated , and on the part of the Peishwa, to this 
time of writing, nothing Therefore, it has now been determined 
with Rajah Ragojee Bhoosla, in piesence of Colonel Collins, 
that confidential persons on my pait and the Rajah’s, be de- 
spatched to the Peishwa, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
circumstances of the (said) engagements At the same time no 
intention whatever is entertained on my pait to subvert the 
stipulations of the tieaty consisting of nineteen articles, which 
has been concluded at Bassein, between the British Government 
and the Peishwa, on condition that there be no design whatever 
on the pait of the English Company and the Peishwa to subvert 
the stipulations of the treaty, which, since a long period of time, 
has been concluded between the Peishwa’s Sircar, me, and the 
said Rajah and the Mahiatta chiefs 

Further particulars will be communicated by the letters of 
Colonel Collins Let the receipt of friendly letters continue to 
be the means of gratification to me 

A true translation 

N B Edmonstone, 

Persian Sec to Government 
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48. Translation of a letter from the HonouraTble Major-General 
Wellesley, to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, dated 6th of August, 1803 

Declaration of War 

I have leceived your lettei [the writer heie repeated its sub- 
stance] 

You will recollect that the British Government did not threaten 
to commence hostilities against you , but you threatened to com- 
mence hostilities against the British Government, and its allies , and 
when called upon to explain your intentions, you declared that it 
was doubtful whether theie would be peace or war , and in confor- 
mity with your thi eats, and your declared doubts, you assembled 
a large army m a station contiguous to the Nizam’s frontier 

On this ground I called upon you to withdraw that army to 
its usual stations, if your subsequent pacific declarations were 
sinceie , but instead of complying with this reasonable requisi- 
tion, 5’-ou have proposed that I should withdraw the troops which 
are intended to defend the territories of the allies against your 
designs, and that you, and the Rajah of Berar, should be suffered 
to lemain with your troops assembled m readiness to take 
advantage of their absence 

This proposition is unreasonable and inadmissible, and you 
must stand the consequences of the measures which I find myself 
obliged to adopt, in order to repel youi aggressions 

I offered you peace upon terms of equality and honourable to 
all parties, you have chosen war, and are responsible for all the 
consequences 

(A true Copy ) R Barclay, Dep Adj -General in Mysore 

49. The Governor- General in Council to the Honourable the 
Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of Dmectors. 

‘ Casus Belli’ against Scmdiah and the Rajah of Berar. Vindi- 
cation of the Govei’nor-GeneraV s policy Earlier operations 
of the War. Death of Nizam Ah Quiet accession of 
Secunder fah 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, Sept 25th, 1803 

50. The preceding detail affoids a convincing proof of the 
justice, moderation, and forbearance which have regulated the 

^ The omitted paragraphs contain a tedious detail of abortive nego- 
tiations, the result of which is summed up m what follows. 


34 ^ the confederates hostile from the first 

conduct of the British Government during the course of the 
late important discussions with Scmdiah and the Rajah of Berar, 
and will satisfy your honouiable Committee that the conduct of 
those chieftains has been actuated by a systematic design to 
employ the resouices of their combined powei and influence for 
the subversion of an arrangement founded on principles of un- 
disputed equity and of acknowledged security to the rights and 
independance of those chieftains, at the hazard of a contest with 
the united power of the British Government and its allies , and 
that the object of their professions of amity, and their disavowal 
of any design to obstiuct the execution of the tieaty of Bassein, 
was to induce the British Government to abandon the airange- 
ments and pieparations necessary foi the secuiity of oui rights 
and inteiests, or to suspend the prosecution of them until a 
change of season, and an accession of foice should enable those 
chieftains to pursue their unwairantable designs, with improved 
advantages and a better prospect of success 

51 The belief that those chieftains entertained designs hostile 
to the British Government at the earliest stages of negotiation 
between the Resident and Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, is supported by 
the information which the Governor-General has from time to 
time received of the proceedings of that chieftain 

52 In a lettei from the Resident dated 28th of February, 
and received on the 22nd of March, the Resident apprized the 
Governor-General in council that Ambajee Inglia (one of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah’s principal ministers) had informed one of the 
Resident’s native agents, that oideis had been issued to General 
Perron directing him to place the army undei his command m a 
state of pieparation foi the field, with a view to an eventual 
rupture with the British Goveinment 

53 At that time Ambajee Inglia was supposed to possess the 
greatest influence over the mind of Scmdiah, whose proceedings 
were said to be pimcipally legulated by the councils of that 
chieftain , it appealed highly improbable, theiefore, that Am- 
bajee would have communicated these orders to the Resident’s 
agent if they had leally been issued 

54* This ciicumstance induced the Goveinor-Geneial to discredit 
the despatch of those orders, and to believe that the object of the 
communication was merely to discover the views and intentions 
of the British Government with lespect to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

55 Adverting also to the established power and ascendancy 
of the British Government m India, to the comparative weakness 
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even, of the combined power of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and of the 
Rajah of Berar, and to the peculiar disadvantages imdei which 
those chieftains must enter upon a contest with the Biitish arms, 
it could not leasonably be supposed that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
meditated any hostile designs against the British Government, 
and this obvious consideration induced the Governor-General to 
discredit the rumours which at that time prevailed of the con- 
federacy which that chieftain and the Rajah of Berar have since 
actually formed, for purposes hostile to the interests of the 
Biitish Government These indications of an hostile disposi- 
tion on the pait of those chieftains, therefore, did not appear to 
the Governor- Geneial to be sufficiently manifest to wairant the 
immediate adoption of corresponding measures of precaution on 
the part of the British Government. 

56. The concurrent testimony of facts, and the state of M 
Perron’s military force, however, which have subsequently been 
ascertained, induced the Goveinor-Geneial to give entire credit 
to the information which the Resident communicated in the 
month of March respecting the despatch of orders to Geneial 
Perron to the effect above described, even at that eaily stage of 
our negotiations with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

57 In a letter from the Resident dated the 14th of June, and 
received on the 6th of July, the Resident transmitted a papei of 
intelligence from his agent at Delhi, stating that messengers 
from Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had lately come to the Rohilla chief- 
tain, Gholaum Mahomed Khan, who resides at Nadown, and 
letters had been received by that chieftain fiom General Perron 
inviting him to proceed with his followers towards the station of 
General Perron’s aimy by the way of Suharunpore, for the pur- 
pose of exciting commotions m the Jaghire of Rampoie, and 
assuiinghim of ample support both from Scmdiah and Geneial 
Perron, and that Geneial Perron had clandestinely addressed 
letteis to the principal persons residing in the Jaghire, and other 
places, urging them to employ their exertions in disturbing the 
tianquillity of the Company’s possessions 

58 Notwithstanding Scmdiah’s solemn disavowal of the ordeis 
said to have been issued by his authority to the commanding 
officer of the body of horse despatched from Scmdiah’s camp to 
the north-western frontier of the Company’s territories, and to 
the Peishwa’s officeis m Bundelcund for the prosecution of hos- 
tile operations against the British territones, as noted m the 3rd 
paragraph of this letter, the Governor-General m council is 
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induced, by the many instances of insincerity manifested by 
that chieftain, by the general tenoi of his conduct, by the au- 
thenticity of the source of the Governor-General’s information 
upon those subjects, and by ciicumstances which have subse- 
quently been ascertained, to give entiie credit to the intelligence 
originally received lelative to those acts of aggression on the 
part of Scmdiah 

59 Those facts were communicated to the collector of Alla- 
habad by the express direction of Himmut Bahadur (one of the 
Peishwa’s officers m Bundelcund) to whom the letters of Scmdiah 
weie said to have been addressed, and who had previously 
tiansmitted proposals to the Governor-General for the transfer 
of that piovmce to the authoiity of the British Government. 
The intelligence of the invitation to Gholaum Mahomed Khan 
from Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and Geneial Peironwas coiioboiated 
by information repeatedly leceived and communicated to the 
Governor- General by the Resident at Lucknow and the agent of 
the Governor-General in the ceded piovmces of Oude of the 
prepaiations of Gholaum Mahomed Khan for the avowed pur- 
pose of complying with the suggestions which he had leceived 
from Scmdiah and General Pen on to excite disturbances in the 
district of Rampoie, and to disturb the tranquillity of the Viziei’s 
and the Company’s dominions, and on the a6th of July copies 
of letteis fiom Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to Gholaum Mahomed 
Khan and Bumboo Khan (the son of the late Nujeeb ou Dowlah, 
who occupies a teriitoiy m the vicinity of Suharunpore) declar- 
ing the intention of Scmdiah to commence a war of aggression 
against the British power, and instigating that chieftain to co- 
operate with the forces of General Peiron against the British 
possessions, were leceived by the Governor-General from Mr 
Leycester, the collector of Moradabad, to whom they had been 
transmitted by Bumboo Khan. 

60 A translation of those documents is enclosed for your 
honourable Committee’s notice 

61 Combining the tenor of those documents with the facts 
and arguments above stated, the Governoi -General m council 
entertains no doubt of the actual despatch of letters, m the 
terms of those documents, to the chieftains to whom they are 
stated to have been addressed by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah. The 
Governor-General has, however, deemed it proper to adopt 
measures foi the purpose of procuring the originals of those 
important papers 
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6z Your honourable Committee will obseiwe that these docu- 
ments tend to confirm the original information received of the 
actual transmission of instructions from Scmdiah to the Peishwa'’s 
officers in Bundelcund, and the communication of orders to Dhur- 
lum Rao to the effect described m the third paragraph of this 
despatch Those documents also state the nature of the direc- 
tions issued by Scmdiah to General Peiron for the prosecution of 
hostilities against the Biitish possessions 

53 It appeals from a passage m those documents that the 
letters of Scmdiah to Gholaum Mahomed Khan and Bumboo 
Khan, weie written subsequently to the march of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah from Boorhaunpore on the 4th of May, but the de- 
spatch of messengers to Gholaum Mahomed Khan and the trans- 
mission of the instructions to Geneial Perron, under which that 
officer addiessed letteis to the principal persons m Rampore and 
othei places as noticed in the 57th paiagraph, must be refeired 
to an earlier period of time The complete state of preparation m 
which the army of Geneial Perron was actually placed, is a cor- 
roborative evidence of the actual transmission of ordeis to that 
officer to the effect described m the 5and paragraph of this lettei 

64. These facts reciprocally confiim each point of the evidence 
of Scmdiah’s hostile projects, and combined with mfoimation at 
various times communicated by the Resident with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, of the proceedings of that chieftain with the repeated 
lumours of the formation of an hostile confederacy between 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah of Berai and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, and with the tenoi and lesult of the Resident’s negotia- 
tions, must be considered to amount to full proof of the alleged 
design of subverting the alliance formed between the British 
Government and the Peishwa 

55. These pioceedmgs of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah indicate not 
meiely the resolution of that chieftain to oppose the execution of 
the treaty of Bassein by force of arms, but collectively and sepa- 
rately constitute acts of hostility against the British Government 

66 At no period of time since the depaiture of the Peishwa 
from his capital have the transactions of the British Government 
been such as to justify even precautionary measures of military 
preparation on the part of Scmdiah. From those transactions 
no argument could arise to justify the adoption of measures 
either of hostility or precaution on the part of the confederated 
chieftains, unless such an argument could be deduced from a 
denial of the right of his Highness the Peishwa to contract de- 



34 '^ CONCLUSION OF THE TREATY NO VALID GROUND. 

fensive engagements with a foreign state without the participa- 
tion of the feudatoiy chieftains of the Mahratta empire, or from 
a conviction that the engagements actually concluded with 
his Highness were injurious to the acknowledged rights of those 
chieftains 

67. Various precedents might be adduced of the exercise of 
that right by his Highness the Peishwa in his negotiations with 
the British Government, and the unifoim couise of the political 
and military pioceedings of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and of his 
predecessor Mahdaj'ee Scindiah, affords numerous instances of 
the exercise of a similar right on the part of those chieftains, in- 
dependently of the Peishwa, to whose authority they have invari- 
ably acknowledged obedience 

68 This question has been fully discussed in the Governor- 
General’s instructions to the Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
dated the 3d of June 

69 The treaty of Bassein is purely defensive, and not only 
contains no stipulations injuiious to the lights of the feudatoiy 
Mahiatta chieftains, but provides additional secunty for those 
rights 

70 In the course of the negotiations between the Resident 
and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, that chieftain maintained that m his 
capacity of guarantee to tlie treaty of Salbye, he ought to have 
been consulted previously to the conclusion of engagements with 
the Peishwa. The Resident successfully opposed that operation 
by the arguments stated in the Governoi -General’s instructions 
of the iith of February, and maintained the right of the Peishwa 
to conclude engagements without the participation of the feud- 
atory chieftains, upon the obvious principles of acknowledged 
supremacy, and approved and established precedent ; and at a 
confeience between Scindiah and the Resident on the of 
March, on the subject of the engagements concluded with the 
Peishwa, Dowlut Rao Scindiah abandoned that ground of argu- 
ment, and merely contended that the Peishwa ought to have ap- 
prized that chieftain of the terms of the treaty concluded between 
his Highness and the British Government 

71. At that peiiod of time the details of the treaty of Bassein 
had not been commumcated to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, but he was 
informed that it was purely of a defensive nature, and on that 
occasion Scindiah assured the Resident, in the most unequivocal 
terms, that he had no intention to attempt the subveision of any 
engagements concluded between the British Government and the 
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Peishwa, yet measures of decided hostility against the British 
Government weie adopted by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah in the 
ensuing months of Apiil and May. 

72 No military pieparations founded on a distrust of that 
chieftain’s pacific disposition were commenced on the part of the 
British Government, until the close of the month of June, and 
even the army under the command of Major-General Wellesley, 
did not commence its maich from Poonah until the beginning of 
that month. 

73 It IS manifest therefore, that the hostile measures pursued 
by Dowlut Rao Scindiah against the British Government, have 
been adopted on grounds distinct from any denial of the 
Peishwa’s right to contract his late engagements with the British 
Government, from the alleged existence of any stipulation m 
those engagements injuilous to the rights of the Mahratta feuda- 
toiies, and from any appiehension of the effect of any measures 
either of precaution, or of appaient hostility on the part of the 
British Government 

74 The conduct of Dowlut Rao Scindiah towards the Peishwa 
dunng a long couise of time antecedent to the Peishwa’s degia- 
dation fiom the musnud of Poonah, and the views which that 
chieftain and the Rajah of Berar are known to have entertained, 
with respect to the supreme authority of the Mahiatta state, 
afford the means of foiming a coriect judgment of the motives 
which may have rendered those chieftains desirous of subveiting 
the treaty of Bassein, although they had admitted that treaty to 
be equitable m its geneial principle, and to furnish additional 
security for the just rights of the feudatoiy chieftains of the 
Mahiatta empire, and especially for then own 

75 The whole course of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s pioccedings, 
since his accession to the dominions of Mahdajee Scindiah, has 
manifested a S3^stematic design of establishing an ascendancy m 
the Mahiatta state upon the luins of the Peishwa’s authority 

7*5 The government in the person of the Peishwa had long 
been placed under a degrading subjection to the oppressive 
contiol and unwaiiantable usurpation of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
who had remained with a numerous army in the vicinity of the 
Peishwa’s capital for a considerable peiiod of time. 

77 The usurpation of Scindiah existed m full force at the 
commencement of the last war between the Company and 
Tippoo Sultaun, and the undue influence of Scindiah in the 
Mahratta empiie in that crisis, not only deprived the British 
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Government of every benefit fiom the nominal alliance of the 
Peishwa at the commencement and duiing the progiess of the 
war, but afibided positive encouragement to the cause of Tippoo 
Sultaun, and menaced the Nizam’s dominions previously to the 
expulsion of the French from Hyderabad in October, 17985 and 
subsequently m 1799 while the Nizam’s contingent was actually 
employed with the British army m the common cause of the 
triple alliance against Tippoo Sultaun 

78 At that time Scindiah was restrained from the actual 
invasion of the Nizam’s dominions by the direct mteiposition 
of the British Government , his influence however, and the 
teiror of his violence and supposed power continued to rule the 
Court of Poonah, and to alarm the Couit of Hyderabad, until 
the exigency of his affairs m the north of Hmdostan, occasioned 
principally by the successful progress of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s 
arms, compelled Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to letire from Poonah for 
the protection of his own teriitoiies 

79 The complete establishment of Holkars authority at 
Poonah by the defeat of Scindiah’s troops required the utmost 
exertion of Scindiah’s power against that active and successful 
enemy 

80 Had Scmdiah succeeded in subverting the power of 
Holkar, it cannot be doubted that he would have taken ad- 
vantage of that success for the complete establishment of his 
own undue authority m the state of Poonah He would pio- 
bably have reinstated the Peishwa Bajee Rao m the govern- 
ment or would have raised anothei to the musnud, to be the 
pageant of his own power, or would have usurped the supreme 
ministerial authority in his own name, if the disposition of the 
other chieftains of the Mahratta empire should have encouiaged 
an expectation of their acquiescence in that ambitious project 

8j The unifoim tenor of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah ’s conduct, 
the invariable principles of Asiatic policy, and the personal 
chaiacter, habits and disposition of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, pre- 
clude the supposition that he would have abandoned the abso- 
lute power which he would have acquired by the subversion of 
Holkar’s usurpation, and would have adopted the liberal policy 
of lestormg the exiled Peishwa to the exercise of the established 
authority of the empire 

82 In the moment of alarm which succeeded the signal suc- 
cess of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah indirectly 
solicited the co-operation of the Biitish Government, under the 
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pretext of lestoimg the Peisliwa’s authority He probably 
expected that the aid of a detachment of British troops would 
have insuied his success against Holkar, without conti oiling his 
pioject of lestoimg his own undue ascendancy at Poonah on a 
more secure and extensive basis It now appears that the active 
and poweiful exertions employed by the British Government at 
the expiess solicitation of his Highness the Peishwa, for his 
Highness’s complete restoration to the musnud of Poonah, were 
neither desired nor expected by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah The 
actual le-establishment of the Peishwa m the government of 
Poonah under the exclusive piotection of the British powei and 
the conclusion of engagements calculated to secuie to his High- 
ness the due exeicise of his legitimate authority on a permanent 
foundation, depiived Dowlut Rao Scindiah of eveiy hope of 
accomplishing the objects of his ambition, injustice and lapacity, 
so long as that alliance should be successfully maintained 

83 This statement of facts sufficiently explains the anxiety 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to effect the subversion of an airange- 
ment, the justice and equity of which he was compelled to 
acknowledge, and that chieftain’s unprovoked prosecution of 
hostile designs against the British Government and its allies 

84 Adverting to the manifest design of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
to aggrandize his power by annexing the dominion and le- 
souices of the Peishwa to his own, your honourable Committee 
will concur in the expediency of supporting an arrangement 
calculated to piecludc the dangeious consolidation of the power 
and lesources of two iival blanches of the Mahratta state, m 
the hands of an ambitious and enterprizing chieftain, whose 
disposition IS hostile to the British Government, and whose 
dominion has been established and maintained on the most 
vulneiable pait of our noith- western fiontier m Hmdostan, by 
a formidable military force undei the exclusive command of 
Flench officers 

85 The motives which must be supposed to have influenced 
the Rajah of Beiar m combining his powei with that of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah for the subversion of the alliance concluded between 
the British Government and the Peishwa, were manifestly similar 
to those which actuated the conduct of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah. 

86. The Rajah of Berar has always maintained pretensions 
to the supreme ministerial authority in the Mahratta empire7 
founded on his affinity to the reigning Rajah of Satara, and m 
the couise of a conference with the native Secietaiy of the 
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Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the loth of June, the 
Rajah of Berat distinctly avowed those pretensions 

87 Convinced that the permanency of the defensive alliance 
concluded between the British Government and the Peishwa, 
would preclude all future opportunity of accomplishing the 
object of his ambition, the Rajah of Beiar appears to have been 
equally concerned with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah in the subversion 
of that alliance 

88 Although the views ascribed to those chieftains were 
manifestly incompatible with the accomplishment of their re- 
spective designs, the removal of an obstacle which would effec- 
tually preclude the success of either chieftain in obtaining an 
ascendancy at Poonah, constituted an object of common interest 
to both. It appears also to be highly probable that those chief- 
tains, sensible that the combination of their power afforded the 
only prospect of subverting the alliance concluded between the 
Biitish Government and the Peishwa, agreed to compromise their 
respective and contradictoiy proj'ects, by an arrangement for the 
partition of the whole power and dominion of the Mahratta state 

89 But whatever may have been the specific objects of 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, the operation of the treaty of 
Bassein was evidently calculated to preclude the accomplish- 
ment of any ambitious projects on the part of those chieftains, 
and to confine their power and authority within the just limits 
of their respective dominions 

90 Under this view of the subject, a sufficient cause will be 
discovered of the hostile conduct of those chieftains, although 
no just ground of complaint should even have been alleged by 
them against the British Government, nor any design imputed to 
us in any degree injurious to the security of the acknowledged 
rights and independence of Scindiah and the Rajah of Beiar 

91 The inability of those chieftains to allege any ground of 
complaint against the British Government or its allies, affords 
the most unequivocal proof of the justice and moderation of our 
proceedings 

92 The mere junction of the armies of Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Berar upon the frontier of the dominions of our ally, 
for any purpose unconnected with the security of the rights of 
those chieftains, would have compelled the British Government 
to demand the removal of those armies from that menacing 
position, and would have required the adoption of measures of 
piecaution on our part, and the refusal of those chieftains to 
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comply with that demand, would have justified an appeal to 
arms, for the security of our interests and those of our allies 
Under actual circumstances, no other security for the pacific 
conduct of those chieftains could have been accepted than such 
as should depiive them of the power of prosecuting with success 
the designs which they manifestly entertained against the rights 
and interests of the British Government and its allies 

93. The Governor-General in Council deems it proper m this 
place to state, m a distinct and connected form, the leading facts 
of the late transactions, which have terminated m a dissolution 
of the lelations of amity between the British Government and 
the confederated chieftains, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah 
of Beiar 

94 When his Highness the Peishwa had been compelled by 
the violence and usurpation of a subject of his Government to 
abandon his capital, his Highness solicited and obtained the 
aid of the British power for the restoration of his authority, and 
concluded engagements with the British Government calculated 
to secure his Highness’s rights and independence against the 
hostile designs of any foreign or domestic enemy Those 
engagements not only contained no stipulations injurious to the 
just rights of the feudatory chieftains of the Mahratta empire, 
but provided additional security for the unmolested exercise of 
those lights 

95 After Dowlut Rao Scindiah had distinctly expressed his 
concurience in the propriety of the measures adopted by the 
British Government for the restoration of the Peishwa’s autho- 
rity, and had been assured by the Resident, m the name of the 
British Government, that those engagements were merely of a 
defensive natuie; and after Dowlut Rao Scindiah had aban- 
doned the untenable assertion that the Peishwa did not possess 
the right to conclude such engagements without the concuri ence 
of the Mahratta feudatoiies, that chieftain persisted in soliciting 
the junction of the Rajah of Berai with the whole body of his 
forces, for the purpose of eventually employing their united 
power and resources to subvert the arrangements concluded 
between the British Government and the Peishwa , and in 
conformity to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah ’s solicitation, the Rajah of 
Berar commenced his march for the purpose of effecting the 
proposed junction of their numerous armies in a menacing 
position on the frontier of the ally of the British Government 

95. Your honourable Committee will not fail to observe, that 
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these measures were not adopted by those chieftains with a view 
to the defence of their rights and mteiests, against any appre- 
hended design on the part of the British Government to injure 
or invade them, nor to the piotection oi internal settlement of 
their possessions in the vicinity of the Nizam s dominions. 
Those measures weie avowedly concerted for the express pur- 
pose of enabling those chieftains to carry into effect their even- 
tual lesolution, to undertake a war of aggiession against the 
Biitish Government and its allies 

97 Under these indications of hostility on the pait of those 
chieftains, the British Government meicly requiied that they 
should retiie with then aimies to then usual stations in Berar 
and the noith of Hmdostan, pioposing that the Biitish army 
m the Deccan should also letire in a similai manner 

98 At the moment when Dowlut Rao Scindiah, after being 
appiized of all the stipulations of the tieaty of Basscin, acknow- 
ledged that It contained no pi ©visions injurious to the rights of 
the feudatory chieftains, that chieftain publicly declared to the 
Resident, that the question of peace or war with the British 
Government, depended upon the result of a conference with the 
Rajah of Beiar, whose ariival at the head of the whole body of 
his foices 111 the vicinity of Scindiah’s camp, was then daily 
expected 

99 The Goveinoi- General m council lequests your honour- 
able Committee’s attention to the hostile and insulting natuie 
of this declaration Occupying a position with the whole body 
of his forces near the frontier of our ally, Scmdiah publicly 
declared in open Duibar, to the 1 epresentative of the British 
Government, that he awaited the arrival of the Rajah of Berar 
at the head of a numerous army on the frontier of the dominions 
of our ally, for the purpose of deciding whether the united arms 
of those confederated chieftains should be employed in the 
prosecution of a war of aggiession against the British Govern- 
ment and its allies The armies of these chieftains effected the 
proposed junction, and the chieftains met for the purpose, 
avowed by Scmdiah, of deciding ‘ whether it should be peace or 
war with the Company ’ After the junction of their armies, 
those chieftains continued by systematic delays and evasions, to 
withhold any declaration with regard to the natuie of their 
designs during a period of two months, and although at the 
expiration of that period of time, the confederated chieftains 
disavowed all intention of obstructing the complete execution of 
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the treaty of Bassem, they lefused to abandon the airangement 
avowedly adopted and the position occupied for the eventual 
prosecution of hostilities against the British Government 

loo It is piopei to observe, that duiing the whole course of 
the negotiation between the Resident and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
that chieftain and the Rajah of Berar employed their most 
assiduous endeavours to induce Jeswunt Rao Holkar to unite in 
the confederacy, and to foim a junction with the allied armies , 
and those chieftains even assigned the depending negotiation 
with Jeswunt Rao Holkar as a cause for maintaining their 
united aimies in the position from which they were required to 
retreat < 

3 01, From the piecedmg detail the following facts are 
established — 

Fust That accoiding to the evidence of facts, and to the 
distinct avowal of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and the Rajah of 
Beiar, those chieftains had no cause of complaint against the 
British Government, noi any reason to apprehend that their 
j'ust lights and interests were exposed ^to hazard, by the 
ariangements concluded between the Biitish Government and 
the Peishwa. 

Secondly That the junction and continuance of the armies 
of those chieftains on the frontier of the Nizam, was avowedly 
unnecessary foi any puipose connected with the security of their 
rights, or with the protection or internal airangement of any 
part of their territorial possessions 

Thiidly That the geneial conduct and language of those 
chieftains indicated designs of an hostile natuie against the 
British Government and its allies, the Peishwa and the Nizam , 
and that Scmdiah had distinctly declared, that he and the Rajah 
of Beiar meditated eventual war. 

Fourthly That those chieftains assembled their aimies in a 
menacing position on the frontier of our ally the Nizam, for the 
purpose of enabling them eventually to carry those designs into 
execution 

Fifthly That those chieftains proceeded to acts of direct 
hostility, by a public and insulting menace of war against the 
British Government, and by various prepaiations and arrange- 
ments, hostile to the British Government and its allies, not only 
without any cause of complaint deducible from the measures 
and proceedings of the British Government, or of its allies, but 
under a distinct acknowledgment of the inoffensive nature of 

A a 
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our arrangements with the Peishwa, and an avowed conviction 
of our pacific intentions 

Sixthly That the hostile nature of the proceedings of those 
chieftains and theii repeated violation of public faith, precluded 
all reliance on their promises and professions, and rendered it the 
duty of the British Government to require the separation and 
return of their armies to their respective territories, as the only 
security to the rights and interests of the Biitish Government 
and its allies, against the meditated designs of those confederated 
chieftains 

Seventhly. That this requisition was accompanied by a pro- 
posal to withdraw the British army from its advanced and com- 
manding position at Ahmednuggur in the Deccan, and that such 
a proposal was not only an incontrovertible proof of the just and 
pacific views of the British Government, but furnished ample 
security to the confederated chieftains against the possibility of 
any danger which could be appiehended by them from their 
compliance with our requisition 

102 The preceding statement sufficiently demonstrates the 
equity of the arrangements concluded with the state of Poonah, 
and the justice and moderation manifested by the British Govern- 
ment m carrying those arrangements into effect It may how- 
ever, be expedient to submit to your honourable Committee, 
some observations with regard to the general policy of the alliance 
which has been concluded between the British Government and 
the Peishwa, and to the period of time, at which that important 
arrangement was accomplished 

103 The grounds on which the policy of concluding subsidiary 
engagements with the state of Poonah, similar to those which 
were concluded with the Nizam on the ist of September 1798 is 
founded, were originally stated m the Governor- General’s instruc- 
tions to the Resident at Hyderabad, under date the 8th of July 
1798 of which a copy was transmitted to your honourable Com- 
mittee with our despatch of the 23d of August 1798 , and that 
subject was resumed in our despatch of the i8th of Januaiy 
1800 which communicated to your honourable Committee the 
details of the unsuccessful negotiations between the British 
Government and the Peishwa, for the conclusion of subsidiaiy 
engagements after the termination of the war with Tippoo 
Sultaun , and those principles were further detailed in the 
Governor-General’s separate letter to your honourable Com- 
mittee, under date the 9th of June 1800 
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104. Youl honourable Committee on various occasions has 
intimated to the Goveinoi -General in council, your concurrence 
m the principles of that policy, and in the azd paiagraph of your 
honourable Committee’s despatch of the loth of September 
iSoo, your honourable Committee expressed your approbation 
of the basis of the proposed ariangements with the state of 
Poonah Youi honourable Committee on that occasion signified 
to the Governor-General in council your opinion, that with a 
view to secuie the important objects of those airangements, the 
subsidiary force stationed at Poonah, should not be less than 
6,000 regular infantry, with the usual propoition of artillery 
105 The Governor-General’s acceptance of the propositions 
of the Court of Poonah in i799> for subsidizing a force consisting 
of hvo battalions of native infantiy, was founded on the expecta- 
tion that such an ariangement must necessarily lead to the intro- 
duction of a subsidiary force on a moie enlarged scale 

io5 The extent of the subsidiaiy force actually stationed with 
his Highness the Peishwa, is conformable to the intimation of 
your honourable Committee , and at the express desire of the 
Peishwa, tlie amount of the subsidiary force to be stationed at 
Poonah, has been augmented since the conclusion of the treaty 
of Bassein, by the addition of a regiment of cavaliy, it will be 
desirable to augment the detachment at Poonah still further, 
until It shall be equal to that at Hyderabad, which now consists 
of one regiment of European infantry, six battalions of native 
infantry, and two regiments of native cavalry 

T07. The general defensive engagements concluded with the 
Nizam, in the year 1800, and subsequently proposed to the 
acceptance of the Peishwa, weic founded on the same piinciples, 
and were calculated to provide impioved means of accomplish- 
ing the oiigmal objects of the projected sj^’stem of alliance 
between the British Government and the states of Hydeiabad 
and Poonah 

108 The detail of the impioved airangements at Hydera- 
bad, was communicated to your honourable Committee in our 
despatch of the 31st of August, t8oo. 

109 Although the Governor-General in council has not been 
honoured by any intimation of youi honourable Committee’s 
sentiments on the subject of the ariangements concluded at 
Hyderabad in October 1800, your honourable Committee’s 
previous concurrence in the principles, on which those arrange- 
ments were founded, and in the importance of the obj’ects to 
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which they were directed, has satisfied the Governor-General in 
council, that your honouiable Committee would approve the 
resolution of the Governor-General, to avail himself of any 
favourable oppoitunity of reviving the negotiation foi the con- 
clusion of defensive and subsidiary engagements with the state 
of Poonah, similai to those which weie concluded with the 
Nizam in the month of Octobei, 1800 

no The piogiess of events both in Euiope and in Asia since 
that period of time, has tended to urge the expediency of the 
proposed alliance with his Highness the Peishwa, and the 
endeavouis of the Goveinoi -General have accoidmgly been assi- 
duously employed foi the accomplishment of that desirable 
ariangement 

111 The Governoi-Geneial’s instructions to the Resident at 
Poonah, of the 23d of June, 1802, a copy of which accompanied the 
Governoi -General’s despatch to your honourable Committee of 
the 24th of December 1802, contains a review of the vaiious un- 
successful attempts of the Biitish Government to engage the 
Peishwa’s consent to the pioposed alliance, and of the con- 
sideiations, ivhich lendeied the impiovement of our political 
connection with the state of Poonah, an object of essential im- 
poitance to the complete security of the Biitish empire in India 

112 The justice of those consideiations was confirmed, and 
the policy of accomplishing the pioposed alliance, was augmented 
by the events which subsequently occuired m the Mahratta 
empiie 

1 13 Aftei the power of the Peishwa had been annihilated by 
the success of Holkar against the united arms of the Peishwa 
and Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, it could not be expected that his 
Highness would have been restoied to the efficient exercise of 
his authority, eithei by Jesivunt Rao Holkar, or by Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah 

114 The design of the foimer chieftain to engioss the ivhole 
power and authority of the state of Poonah, was demonstrated 
by his actual usurpation, and by the project which he formed 
and endeavoured to accomplish, of placing on the musnud of 
Poonah a new Peishwa, or of restoring Bajee Rao to the musnud, 
under circumstances which would have secured to Holkar the 
whole military power, and civil authoiity of the state It cannot 
be doubted, that motives of ambition and of inveterate enmity 
ngamst Dowlut Rao Scmdiah would in that event have induced 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar to direct his arms against the possessions 
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of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and the accession of military power 
and resources which Holkai would have acquired by the perma- 
nent establishment of his authority m the state of Poonah, would 
probably have enabled him to piosecute his views of conquest 
with success 

1 15 If the arms of Dowlut Rao Scindiah had ultimately 
triumphed over those of Holkar, the power and resources of the 
state of Poonahj together with those of Holkar, would have been 
added to his own 

1 1 5 Adverting to the consideration stated in the pi ecedmg 
paiagiaph, your honouiable Committee will not fail to appieciate 
the peculiar dangei to which the British interest would have 
been exposed, by such an accession of power m the hands of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

1 1 7. No ultimate issue of the distractions at that time existing 
in the Mahratta empire could reasonably be supposed, which 
would not have consolidated under one head, a degiee of power 
and dominion dangerous to the British Government, to the 
extent in which the balance of contending interests in the 
Mahiatta empiic should have been disturbed, and m proportion 
to the means which a power so consolidated would possess, of 
eventually co-opeiating with the Government of France m hostile 
designs against the British empire in India 

1 18 Those convulsions m the state might possibly have 
continued for some time, and might have affoided a temporary 
security to the British Government against any hostile designs 
on the part of the Mahrattas, either singly 01 united with an 
European power But the effects of such confusion must 
speedily have extended to the contiguous dominions of our 
ally the Nizam, and ultimately to those of the Company, and 
would have compelled the British Government to engage in the 
contest 

1 1 9. The establishment of Holkai ’s power at Poonah, would 
piobably occasion demands on the part of that chieftain upon 
his Highness the Nizam , but even under a contrary suppo- 
sition, it IS demonstrable from the state of the country, that 
Holkar could not long have maintained an aimy m the Deccan, 
without invading the dominions either of the Nizam, or of the 
Company. 

130 The territory around Poonah, to a considerable extent, 
having been entirely desolated by the troops of Holkar, that 
chieftain would have been compelled to invade the teiritories of 



358 WE RESTORED THE PEISHWA IN SELF-DEFENCE 

the Nizam, or to penetrate into the country situated to the 
southward of the liver Kistna for the subsistence of his numer- 
ous troops and followers 

lai The adoption of the lattei alternative would have re- 
taided for some time the predatory incursions of Holkar’s troops 
into the territory of the Nizam or of the Company But when 
the immediate resouices of the Peishwa’s southern provinces 
should have been exhausted, Holkai would have been compelled 
to draw the means of subsistence for his troops fiom the plunder 
of the Company’s contiguous teiiitories, on the lesources of 
which we must principally have depended for the supply of our 
troops in the contest which that iriuption would have rendered 
inevitable If, therefoie, the Biitish Goveinment had not adop- 
ted measures for the lestoiation of the Peishwa’s authority, 
either the Company’s teiiitories, or those of our ally the Nizam, 
would have been exposed to all the evils of wai, while neither 
the Company noi the Nizam undci such ciicumstances could 
have possessed the means which both now command, of avert- 
ing the war from then own dominions, and of accelerating its 
prosperous conclusion by a vigorous system of attack upon the 
enemy 

122 . The lestoiation of the Peishwa, therefore, under the 
protection of the British powei, was a measure indispensably 
requisite for the defence, not only of the territories of oui allies, 
but of our own possessions bordering the Mahratta dominions m 
the peninsula of India 

1^3 The continuance of the existing convulsions in the Mah- 
ratta empire would have afforded a favourable oppoitunity to 
the Government of France for the successful prosecution of its 
favourite object of establishing a dominion within the peninsula 
of Hindostan, by the introduction of a military force to aid the 
cause of one of the contending parties , and the views of France 
would have been favoured by the strength of M Perron’s forces 
established in the Doab of the Jumna and Ganges, at Agra, 
Delhi, and in the Punjab, and by the facility of communicating 
with the maritime possessions retained by Scmdiah m Guzzerat 
The security and tranquillity of the British empire m India, 
therefore, might ultimately have been endangered, as much by 
the effects of a protracted waifare in the Mahratta state, as by 
the immediate consolidation of a dangerous extent of power and 
dominion in the hands of one of the contending parties 

134 While the views of the Goveinment of France 5hall be 
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directed to the establishment of its authority within the pen- 
insula of Hmdostan, it is manifestly the policy of the British 
Government to accomplish such a system of alliances with the 
powers of India as may preclude the occurrence of those internal 
convulsions which would afford to France the most, favouiable 
oppoitumty of effecting her ambitious puipose Independently 
of this consideration, the prosecution of such a system of alliance 
IS prudent and advisable in the degree in which the tranquillity 
and prosperity of our dominion is endangered by the disturbed 
and disti acted condition of neighbouring states 

1^5 The restoration of the Peishwa, therefoie, to the just 
exercise of his authoiity under the protection of the British 
Government, and the conclusion of defensive and subsidiary 
engagements with his Highness, afforded the only means of 
precluding the dangers to be apprehended, either from the con- 
solidation of a formidable power, or fiom the continuance of the 
disti actions in the Mahiatta empire 

12,6 In a letter which the Governor-Geneial addressed to the 
honourable the Couit of Directors, under date the 3d of August, 
1799, containing a review of the interests, the power, and dis- 
position of the several states of India under the change pro- 
duced in the lelative condition of those states by the conquest 
of Mysore, the Governor-Geneial expiessed his opinion that a 
consolidation of the powers of the Mahiatta empire was highly 
improbable, and that it would lequire a most violent exeicise of 
injustice and oppression on our part to dispose the suspicious 
and cautious counsels of the Court of Poonah to favour the 
progress of a French force in India 

137 That opinion was amply justified by the situation of 
affairs m the Mahratta empire at that peiiod of time , since that 
time, however, the internal condition of the Mahratta empire 
has suffered a material change 

ia8. The ascendancy which Scmdiah Had then established 
m the state of Poonah was not such as to menace the actual 
dissolution of the constitutional form of the Mahratta empire, 
or to produce a civil war amongst its component blanches , and 
the contending mteiests of the several feudatory chieftains ap- 
peared to afford a sufficient secuiity against any dangerous 
consolidation of the Mahiatta power 

129. Since that time a new power has arisen in the Mahratta 
state, under the direction of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, which ac- 
quired sufficient stiength to endanger the stability of all the 
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principal feudatory states, and was actually directed to the sub- 
version of the constitutional form of the empire 

130 If the piogiess of the contest which ensued between that 
chieftain, the Peishwa, and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, had not been 
checked by the seasonable interposition of the Biitish power for 
the lestoration of the Peishwa’s legitimate authoiity, it is reason- 
able to conclude that in the moment of extreme danger the 
Peishwa, or eithei of those chieftains, would have been disposed 
to accept the aid of a French foice for the suppoit of his cause, 
and that the contest would either have tciminatcd in the con- 
solidation of a foimidable power in the Mahiatta state, accom- 
panied by the complete establishment of the authoiity of Fiance 
in the peninsula of India, or would have required the intei- 
position of oui arms after the aid of the French had actually 
strengthened one of the belligerent powers, and had conse- 
quently increased the difficulty, expense, and hazaid of the war 

131 The secuiity, theicfoie, which the Biitish Government 
might be supposed to deiive fiom a balance of power and 
interests among the Mahiatta states, and from the jealousy 
which the Mahratta nation has uniformly entertained of the 
influence and ascendancy of any European power, ceased to 
exist, and that secuiity has been still fuither diminished by 
the augmented solidity and actual independence which the 
Flench foicc in the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah has gradu- 
ally acquired since the termination of the war with Tippoo 
Sultaun 

13a After the expulsion of the Peishwa from his capital, not 
only the Peishwa, but Dowlut Rao Scindiah and jeswunt Rao 
Holkai aflbrded the most unequivocal proof that the character- 
istic jealousy of the Mahratta states would not have deterred 
those chieftains fiom having recourse to the aid of France, if 
an opportunity should have occurred in any crisis of afiairs m 
which their danger or their interest should have suggested the 
expediency of such a measure 

133 The Peishwa directly solicited and obtained the aid of 
the British power for the lestoration of his authority, Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah mdiiectly invited our co-operation ostensibly for 
the same purpose, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar m his own name 
and in that of Amrut Rao signified his consent to the terms 
of alliance which had been proposed to the Peishwa on the 
condition of our support 

134. If the danger or the interest of those chieftains was 
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SO urgent as to induce them to seek the aid and alliance of an 
European state, of which the established power, extensive domi- 
nion, and unrivalled ascendancy in India had been the peculiar 
object of the jealousy and apprehension of the Mahratta states, 
it may reasonably be supposed that m such a crisis of affaiis any 
of those chieftains would have been still more disposed to accept 
the aid of a military force from the Fiench, who, being destitute 
of any regular establishment in India, could not m the same 
degree with the British Government be an object of jealousy 
and apprehension to the native powers, and especially to the 
Mahrattas 

135 If, theiefore, the British Government had refused to the 
Peishwa the aid which he solicited, it is reasonable to conclude 
that his Highness would have availed himself of any oppor- 
tunity which might have occurred for obtaining the assistance 
and co-operation of a French military force, and the peace 
existing at that time with France, might have afforded a 
favourable opportunity to the French power m India for aiding 
the Peishwa or any of the contending parties in the Mahratta 
empire Admitting, however, that the characteristic jealousy 
of the Mahratta nation might deter any of the Mahratta 
chieftains from accepting the aid of a consideiable body of 
European troops furnished by the Government of France, it 
cannot be doubted that in a situation of emergency any of those 
chieftains would be disposed to receive into their service a 
number of French adventurers to be employed in improving the 
discipline of their armies, and in augmenting the strength and 
efficiency of their mihtaiy establishments The evils which have 
arisen from the employment of Fiench officers in the service 
of the native powers have been abundantly manifested in the 
gradual establishment of the formidable French force in the 
dominions of his Highness the Nizam^ which was happily dis- 
solved under the operation of the treaty concluded with his 
Highness in the year 1798, and m the growth and extension of 
the force lately under the direction of M. Perron 

136 In the actual situation of affairs no argument unfavour- 
able to the policy of our engagements with the Peishwa could 
justly be deduced from the jealousy with which the other Mah- 
ratta states might be expected to contemplate the establishment 
of the British influence in the state of Poonah The dangers 
which eventually menaced the security of the British dominion 
in India under the circumstances above described, far exceeded 
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any which could be apprehended from the effects of that 
jealousy, and could only have been aveited by the interposition 
of the British power for the lestoration of order and tranquillity 
in the Mahratta state 

137 From the piecedmg lemaiks it appears that the acknow- 
ledged policy of conti acting defensive and subsidiary engage- 
ments with the stale of Poonah was nevei so uigent as at the 
moment when those engagements weie actually concluded, and 
the couise of lecent tiansactions in the Mahiatta empire (as 
detailed m the several despatches fiom the Governoi -General to 
your honouiable Committee) combined with the relative powei 
of the British Government and of the confedeiated chiefs, with 
the commanding position of oui aimics, and with the exposed 
condition of the teriitories of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar 
at that peiiod of time, constituted a ciisis of affairs apparently 
favourable to the pacific accomplishment of that ariangement, 
or to the complete success of our aims m the event of opposition 
on the part of Scindiah 01 the Rajah of Berar. 

138 The Goveinor-Gcneial in council now piocecds to state 
to youi honouiable Committee the pi ogress of the Biitish arms 
in the contest m which this Goveinment has been unavoidably 
involved with the confedeiated Mahratta chieftains 

139 The compass of this despatch will not admit the imme- 
diate communication to your honourable Committee of the 
detailed insti actions issued by the Governor-General to his 
Excellency the commander-m-chicf on the several points of 
political ariangement described m the Goveinor-Geneial’s de- 
spatch to his Excellency of the 27th of July Those details will 
be tiansmitted to your honourable Committee by a sea con- 
veyance it is sufficient to state on the present occasion that 
every measure has been suggested and adopted which the judg- 
ment of the Governor-General m council could devise for the 
successful accomplishment of those ariangements 

140 On the 7th of August his Excellency the commander-m- 
chief commenced his march with the mam body of the British 
army in the ceded provinces from Cawnpoie 

141 On the 38th of August the commander-in-chief received 
a letter from General Perron indicating a desire on the part of 
that officer to effect an arrangement which might preclude the 
necessity of an actual contest between the British forces and 
those under the command of General Perron. It is proper to 
apprize your honouiable Committee that General Perron had 
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some time before preferred an application to the British Govein- 
ment for permission to enter the British territories, in prose- 
cution of his intention to letire from the service of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, with which application the Governor-General 
immediately complied Subsequent events, however, pi evented 
General Perron from availing himself of that permission The 
commander-in-chief leplied to General Perron^s letter by de- 
siring him to despatch a confidential agent to his Excellency for 
the purpose of conferring on the subject of General Perron’s 
letter A person on the part of M. Perron accordingly met the 
commander-in-chief on the morning of the 2 ,gth of August, but 
having evaded the propositions of the commander-m-chief for 
the surrender of M Perron, he depaited without effecting any 
arrangement 

142 On the 29th of August the British army arrived m the 
vicinity of Coel, the principal station m the terntory under the 
authority of General Perron The forces of General Perron 
weie drawn up m a strong position near the Fort of Allyghur, 
and weie immediately attacked by the British army with the 
utmost degree of skill, gallantly, and spirit This vigorous attack 
compelled the enemy to letreat, after a very slight resistance 

143 On the 4th of September the fort of Allyghur, hitherto 
deemed impregnable, was attacked and carried by assault, by 
a detachment from the British army 

144 Your honourable Committee will unite with the Go- 
vernor-General m council in applauding the extraordinary 
activity, valour, and perseverance displayed by the British 
troops on this memorable occasion 

145 To enable your honourable Committee to form a judg- 
ment of the importance of this acquisition, we have the honour 
to annex to this despatch copies of letteis which were found m 
the fort after its capture 

146 On the 7th of September the commander-in-chief re- 
ceived a letter from General Peiron, renewing his application 
for permission to retire within the Company’s territories, with 
which application the commander-in-chief, with his usual judg- 
ment and promptitude, deemed it proper immediately to 
comply 

147 The Governor- General considered the retirement of 
General Peiron in the present crisis of affairs to be an event 
highly favourable to the success of the British arms, and to the 
interests of the British Government in India The defection of 
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that officei, may be expected to relieve the suiioundmg states 
and chieftains, from the dread which they entertained of his 
power, and to encouiage them to manifest the desiie which they 
are generally believed to entertain, of emancipating themselves 
from the contiol of the Mahiatta power, by co-operating with 
the Biitish forces This event must also dimmish the confidence 
which the native powers of India, have been accustomed to 
repose m the fidelity of their Fiench officei s 

148 On the 8th of Septembei the Foit of Koorja, which the 
commandei-m-chief repiesents to be of considerable strength, 
was evacuated 

149 The Govei nor-General m council has the highest satis- 
faction m tiansmittmg to your honouiable Committee the ac- 
companying punted copies of letters from his Excellency the 
commander- m-chief, dated the nth, 12th, and 13th of September, 
containing the impoitant intelligence of the entire defeat of the 
Mahiatta aimy under the command of M Louis, m the vicinity 
of Delhi The gloiy of this most biilhant and decisive victory 
has not been exceeded by any of the numeious achievements 
which have established the reputation of the British arms m this 
quaiter of the globe 

150 By this distinguished success the Fiench foice established 
m the dominions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah may be considered to 
be completely destroyed Youi honourable Committee will not 
fail to appreciate the impoitance of this event under the actual 
renewal of war between Great Biitain and France. 

151 The Governoi -General m council has the further satis- 
faction of apprizing your honourable Committee that the in- 
habitants of the Mahratta territory through which the British 
army has passed, have uniformly testified the utmost joy at the 
success of our arms, and have been active m furnishing supplies 
and provisions to the British troops 

152 Several of the chieftains, subjects or tributaries to the 
Mahratta Government, have expressed to the commander-m- 
chief their desire to place themselves undei the protection of the 
British Government, and to co-operate with the British forces , 
and every leason exists to justify an expectation that their ex- 
ample will be followed by many of the Seik chieftains and others, 
whom the power and ascendancy of General Pen on in that 
quarter of India had compelled to yield a reluctant acquiescence 
in the requisition of that officer for the aid of their respective 
forces in the present contest. 
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153 Rajah Runjeet Smg, the Rajah of Lahore and the prin- 
cipal amongst the Seik chieftains, has transmitted proposals to 
the commander-m-chief for the transfer of the territory belong- 
ing to that nation south of the river Sutledge, on the condition 
of mutual defence against the respective enemies of that chieftain 
and of the British nation 

154. His Majesty Shah Allum has manifested the utmost 
solicitude to avail himself of the protection of the British power, 
and youi honouiable Committee will anticipate from the contents 
of the commander-in-chief’s despatch of the lath of September, 
the piobability that his Majesty’s person and authority will 
speedily be entrusted to the defence of the British power, and 
that the honouiable Company will soon obtain in the eyes of all 
the native states of India, the distinguished honour which must 
attend the deliverance of that aged and unfortunate monarch 
from a condition of the utmost degree of miseiy and degradation, 
and his restoiation undei the protection of the British Govern- 
ment to a state of dignity, competency and comfort 

155 The Governoi -General in council is happy to inform 
your honourable Committee that no event has occurred to coun- 
terbalance these brilliant successes Five companies of sepoys 
under the command of Lieut -Colonel Coningham, occupied a 
small frontier post at Shekohabad That inconsiderable body 
of tioops was attacked on the 2nd of September by a numerous 
detachment of cavalry under the command of a Frenchman 
named Fleury, and succeeded in compelling the enemy to re- 
treat, but being again attacked on the 4th of September by the 
same superior foice, and having neaily expended its ammunition, 
the party of British troops capitulated to the enemy On the 
receipt of this intelligence his Excellency the commander-m- 
chief detached a considerable body of cavalry and mfantiy to 
oppose the Mahratta troops under the command of M Fleuiy, 
and the Governor-General in council has since had the satisfac- 
tion to learn that the approach of that detachment, combined 
with the fall of the fortress of Allyghur, induced M Fleury to 
retire precipitately with the troops under his command across the 
Jumna , those troops have since dispersed 

156 The Governor- General in council now proceeds to com- 
municate to your honourable Committee the course of military 
operations on the western side of India 

157 The honourable Major-General Wellesley who occupied 
a position within one march of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s fortress of 
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Alimednuggurj having received intelligence of the issue of the 
Resident’s negotiation, commenced his march towards that for- 
tress on the 8th of August, and the same day attacked and 
carried by escalade the fortified town of Ahmednuggur On the 
loth of August the batteiies of the Biitish aimy opened against 
the foit, which was surrendered on the lath instant Foi the 
details of this brilliant and impoitant success, the Governor- 
General m council has the honoui to refer youi honourable Com- 
mittee to the enclosed publication, issued by the authoiity of the 
Governor-General m council, and the accompanying printed copy 
of Major-General Wellesley’s despatch to the Governor-General 
of the 1 2th of August 

158 The possession of this fortress is of peculiar importance to 
the prosecution of our military operations, by securing the com- 
munication with Poonah, and by affording a depot for supplies 
of provisions and military stores 

159 In the mteival of time between the 12th and 21st of 
August, the date of the latest advices fiom that officer, Major- 
General Wellesley took possession of all the distiicts dependent 
on Ahmednuggui, yielding an estimated annual revenue of six 
lacs, thirty-four thousand lupees; those districts were placed 
under the temporary management of a British officer 

i 5 o On the 21st of August, a part of the force under the com- 
mand of Major-General Wellesley had crossed, and the remainder 
was crossing the river Godaveree, on its march towards the enemy, 
and eventually to form a junction with the subsidiary force of 
Hydeiabad undei the command of Colonel Stevenson, which 
occupied a position near Jafiiabad 

161 By the latest advices fiom the armies of the confederated 
chieftains, it appears that those chieftains had despatched their 
heavy baggage to Boorhanpore, and were moving towaids the 
Budowlee pass, one of the passes into the territories of the 
Nizam 

162. The following is the amount of the respective forces of 
the Rajah of Berar, and Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, assembled near 
the Nizam’s frontier on the 5th of July — 

Forces of Scindtah — Cavalry, 18,500, infantry, Ji battalions, 
matchlock men, 500, heavy ordnance, 35 , field pieces, 170 

Forces of the Raj ah of Berar — Cavalry, 20,000 , infantry, 6,000 , 
field pieces, 35 , rocket men, 500 , camel guns, 500 

163. The foregoing statement includes troops of every descrip- 
tion The Governor-General in council has reason to believe. 
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that the number of the confederated forces has been consider- 
ably diminished by desertion, in consequence of the scarcity of 
provisions 

164, The force under the immediate command of Majoi- 
General Wellesley, consists of 1,731 European and native 
cavalry^ infantry^, exclusive of European artillerymen, 

and 553 pioneers, of the establishment of Fort St. George, 2,400 
cavalry belonging to the Rajah of Mysore, and about 3,000 Mah- 
ratta horse Two battalions of sepoys were detached in the 
month of July with a large convoy of treasure, bullocks, and 
gram, from the aimy under the command of his Excellency 
Lieut -General Stuart, to the army of Major-General Wellesley 
The British force remaining at Poonah for the protection of that 
capital, consists of 1,778 infantry and artillery'^ 

165 The forces under the command of Colonel Stevenson, 
consist of the whole of the subsidiary force, amounting to 7,930 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery^, and about 16,000 men, cavaliy 
and infantry of his Highness the Nizam’s troops 

166 The Resident at Poonah will receive instructions to 
communicate to your honourable Committee, the pi ogress of 
the opeiations of the British armies to the date of his latest 
advices, at the period of time when this despatch shall reach 
Poonah 

167 The most active measures have been adopted under the 
orders of the Governor-General, for the occupation of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah’s sea-port of Baroach , and the Goveinor-General 


^ Cavalry — H M’s 19th light dragoons, 384 , 4th, 5th, and 7th, regi- 
ments native cavaliy, 1347 — total 1731 Artillery, 173 

^ Infantry — H M ’s 74th regiment, and H M 's 78th regiment, 1368 , 
first battalion 2nd, N I. , first battalion 8th, N. I , second battalion 12th, 
N I , second battalion i8th, N I., and third regiment N I, 5631 — 
Total 8903 With 357 Madras artillery lascars, and 653 Madras 
pioneers 

^ H M ’s 84th regiment, five companies, 470 , European artillerymen, 
93, native infantry, 1215 — Total 1778 With 1 1 7 Bombay lascars, and 
a small park of artillery, 

^ Cavalry — 3rd, and 6th, regiments native cavalry, 909 , aitillery, 120 
Infantry. — H M ’s Scotch brigade, 778 , second battalion 2nd, N I , 
first battalion 6th, N I , second battalion 7th, N I , second battalion 9th, 
N I, and nth, regiment N I, 6113 — Total 7920 With 276 gun 
lascars, and 212 pioneers 
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in council confidently hopes, that the information from Bombay 
of the capture of that important place will accompany this 
despatch 

168 By the latest advices it appears, that Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
still maintained his position between the rivers Taptee and Ner- 
buddah , there is no leason to believe that the Rajah of Berar 
and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, have succeeded m their endeavours 
to obtain the co-opeiation of that chieftain 

169 In our despatch of the ist of August the Governor- 
Geneial in council informed youi honouiable Committee, that 
the attention of the Governor-General was directed to the forma- 
tion of an arrangement for the occupation of the province of 
Cuttack For this purpose a pait of the noithern division of the 
aimy under the Piesidency of Fort St George, commanded by 
Lieut -Colonel Campbell, was ordered to be holden in readiness 
to proceed on that expedition fiom Ganjani^ and a detachment 
consisting of two companies of his Majesty’s 22.nd regiment 
of foot, and a part of the aoth Bengal legimcnt was despatched 
fiom Bengal, to reinforce the tioops undei Lieut -Colonel Camp- 
bell’s command , the whole of that force consists of 565 Euio- 
peans of his Majesty’s and the honouiable Company’s troops, 
2,200 sepoys, and a paity of native cavalry consisting of fifty 
men 

170 The Governor-General also directed a detachment con- 
sisting of 500 Bengal volunteeis, and twenty-one aitillerymen, 
with four six-poundeis to proceed by sea, undei the command of 
Captain Morgan, for the purpose of occupying Balasore , and 
another detachment has been formed at Jelasore, under the com- 
mand of Lieut -Colonel Feiguson, consisting of 835 sepoys, and 
eighty-foui men of the Goveinor-Geneial’s body-guard, for the 
puipose of advancing into the province of Cuttack, and forming 
a junction with the detachment at Balasore, when the state of 
the intermediate country, or the pi ogress of the mam army shall 
favour that movement This detachment is supported by a force 
of 1,400 sepoys, assembled at Midnapore under the command of 
Lieut -Colonel Fenwick 

171 It IS proper to inform your honourable Committee, 
that m consequence of a severe illness which prevented Lieut - 
Colonel Campbell from proceeding with the army, the Governor- 
General despatched Lieut -Colonel Harcourt, of his Majesty’s 


^ The detail, here given in a note, is omitted, to save space 
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lath regiment, his Lordship’s Military Secretary, to Ganjam, 
for the purpose of taking the command of that army 

172. On the 8th of ''September, the troops under the command 
of Lieut -Colonel Campbell commenced their march from Gan- 
jam On the nth of September, Lieut -Colonel Harcourt 
arrived at Ganjam and took the command of the troops, Lieut - 
Colonel Campbell continuing in a state of health which rendered 
him unable to move with the expedition. 

173 On the 14th instant, the British troops conducted by 
Lieut -Colonel Harcourt, took possession of Mamkapatam with- 
out any resistance on the part of the Mahratta troops, who fled 
on the approach of our army 

174 From that station Lieut -Colonel Harcourt despatched a 
letter to the principal Bramins of the pagoda of Juggernaut en- 
couraging them to place the pagoda under the protection of the 
British troops 

175 On the 1 6th instant, a favourable answer was received 
from the Bramins, and a deputation was sent to the British 
camp to claim the protection which had been offei ed by Lieut - 
Colonel Harcourt 

176. On the 18th instant, the army encamped at Juggernaut, 
the Mahratta troops which were there stationed fled on its ap- 
proach 

177. The inhabitants of the country subject to the Mahratta 
Government through which the Biitish troops have passed, have 
manifested the utmost degree of satisfaction at their approach 

178 On the aist instant, the detachment under the command 
of Captain Morgan landed at Balasore, and succeeded in occu- 
pying that station after a very slight resistance on the part of 
the enemy 

179 From the accounts which have been received with regard 
to the troops of the Rajah of Berar in the Province of Cuttack, 
there is no reason to suppose that these troops are either 
numerous or formidable, nor is it probable that they can re- 
ceive any considerable reinforcements from Berar, while Major- 
General Wellesley’s operations engage the attention of the 
Rajah for the defence of his person and of his capital ; at all 
events it may be expected, that the introduction of any additional 
force into the Province of Cuttack will be effectually prevented 
by the previous occupation of the passes leading into that pro- 
vince, either by the British troops, or by the chieftains occupy- 
ing the territory on the frontier of Cuttack, whom we may 

B b 
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be enabled to conciliate to the mtefests of the British Govern- 
ment 

180 The Governor-General in council entertains a hope that 
the officers of the Rajah of Berar, may be induced to surrender 
the possession of that province to the British power without a 
contest , and the Governor-General has adopted measures calcu- 
lated to produce that desirable event , under any probable cir- 
cumstances, however, the Governor-General m council confidently 
anticipates the complete and speedy success of the expedition 
against the province of Cuttack. 

181 In our despatch of the ist of August, the Governor- 
General m council apprized your honouiable Committee of the 
expected death of his Highness the Nizam. 

1 8a The event took place on the 6th of August , his Highness s 
eldest son Mirza Secunder Jah was immediately pioclaimed 
successor to the Soobahdaiy of the Deccan , on the 7th of 
August, Mirza Secunder Jah formally took his seat on the 
musnud, to which he was conducted by the Resident at Hyder- 
abad, and by Rajah Ragotim Rao, the deputy of his late 
Highness’s prime minister Azim ul Omra, and received the 
congratulatory presents of all the principal officers of his govern- 
ment at Hyderabad 

183 On that occasion, the Resident at Hyderabad was re- 
ceived by his Highness with the most distinguished honours as 
the representative of the British Government in India, and his 
Highness'>publicly delivered to the Resident an mstiument under 
his Highness’s seal, acknowledging the obligation of the tieaties 
subsisting between the British Government, and the state of 
Hyderabad 

184 The Governor-General had previously directed the Resi- 
dent to lequire from Secunder Jah the dehveiy of an instrument 
to tliat effect, as the first act of that Prince’s Government, and 
his Highness assented to that requisition with the utmost 
readiness. 

185 Rajah Ragotim Rao on that occasion, suggested the 
demand of a corresponding engagement on the part of the 
British Government, which suggestion the Resident properly 
rejected The Governor-General m council however, being of 
opinion that a voluntary act of recognition on our part, would 
tend to conciliate the confidence of Secunder Jah, and would 
produce an impression on the minds of his subjects, and of the 
several princes and chieftains of India, and particularly on the 
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mind of his Highness the Peishwa, highly favourable to the 
credit of our justice, moderation, and public faith, deemed it 
expedient to execute an engagement in terms corresponding 
with the instrument delivered by Secunder Jah, and an instru- 
ment to that effect was accordingly executed by the Governor- 
General in council under the seal of the honourable Company, 
and transmitted to the Resident, with directions to deliver it to his 
Highness the Soobahdar in the most public and formal manner. 

186 The Governor- General in council has great satisfaction 
in stating to your honourable Committee, that the event of his 
Highness the Nizam’s death has not occasioned any mteiruption 
of the public tranquillity, and that the accession of Mirza Se- 
cunder Jah has been generally and cheerfully acknowledged by 
the younger sons of his late Highness, and by all the officers and 
subjects of his Highness’s Government 

187. The preservation of tranquillity at this ciisis must be 
ascribed principally to the position of our armies, under the 
command of Major-General Wellesley and Colonel Stevenson, 
and of a considerable detachment from the aimy, under the 
personal command of his Excellency Lieut -General Stuart, 
which his Excellency, under the orders of the Governor-General 
despatched towards the southern frontier of the Nizam’s do- 
minions, for the puipose of eventually proceeding to Hyderabad, 
if the situation of affairs should render such a movement expe- 
dient or necessary for the preservation of tranquillity, or for 
securing the regular order of succession on the death of the 
Nizam. 

188. Adverting to the known designs and proceedings of the 
confederated chieftains with relation to the British Government, 
to the intrigues which they had long carried on at the Court of 
Hyderabad, with a view to dissolve the connection subsisting 
between the British Goveinment and the state of Hydeiabad, 
and to the position of their united armies on the frontier of the 
Nizam’s dominions, it can scarcely be doubted that unless the 
movements of their armies had been checked by the position of 
the British troops, those chieftains would have taken advantage 
of the event of the Nizam’s decease, to excite commotions m the 
state of Hyderabad, and to distuib the regular order of succes- 
sion by affording the aid of their tioops in support of the known 
pretensions of Ferreedoon Jah, (the younger brother of Secunder 
Jah) to the musnud of Hyderabad 

189 The expected event of his Highness the Nizam’s decease, 

B b 3 
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and the opportunity which that event might afford to the con- 
fedeiated chieftains in the actual position of their armies to 
prosecute their injurious designs, furnished an additional reason 
for requiring those chieftains to withdraw their aimies from the 
menacing position which they occupied on the frontier of the 
Nizam’s dominions 

190 The Goveinor-Gcneral in council deems it proper to 
transmit to your honouiable Committee, an extract from a 
despatch from the Resident at Poonah, detailing propositions 
on the part of his Highness the Pcishwa, for the transfer to the 
honouiable Company of a pait of his Highness’s possessions in 
the Province of Bundlecund, yielding an estimated annual 
revenue of thirt5>'-six lacs of rupees, in lieu of the territory ceded 
by his Highness in the southern quartei of his dominions, and of 
a part of the cessions in the vicinity of Suiat, and other proposed 
modifications of the treaty of Bassein 

191 The Goveinor-Gencral in council consideiing those pro- 
posed modifications of the treaty of Bassein to be a considerable 
improvement of the tci ms of that treaty, with reference to the 
mteiests of the Biitish Government, has assented to thePeishwa’s 
propositions 

192 Your honourable Committee will observe with satisfac- 
tion, that these propositions from the Peishwa afforded an un- 
equivocal proof of the sincerity of his Highness’s disposition 
to adhere to the principles and spiiit of the alliance happily 
concluded between his Highness, and the British Government 

193 In conformity to the plan of operations and political 
an angements contained in the Governor-General’s instructions to 
his Excellency the Commandei-in-Chief, of the 27th of July, (of 
which a copy accompanied our despatch of the 1st of August,) a 
consideiable detachment of British tioops was assembled near 
Allahabad, for the purpose of co-operating with the force under 
the command of Himmut Bahadur (one of his Highness the 
Peishwa^’s principal officers m Bundlecund) m the occupation of 
that province, agreeably to the proposals which that officer some 
time since transmitted to the British Government, as noted m 
the 59th paragraph of this despatch , and the Governor-General 
has received information that the detachment has crossed the 
river Jumna, and entered the province of Bundlecund 

194 The Governor-General m council has every reason to 
expect the pacific introduction of the Company’s authority into 
the province of Bundlecund, and the late cession of a part of the 
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Peishwa’s possessions in Bundlecund may be expected greatly 
to facilitate the accomplishment of that object 

195 Adverting to the brilliant success and rapid progress of 
the British arms in the present contest with the confederated 
Mahratta chieftains, to the accumulated and seasonable pressure 
of an active and skilful system of military operations on all the 
most vulnerable points of their resources and dominions, and to 
the piobable issue of the various political arrangements adopted 
on this occasion for the purpose of securing the co-operation, or 
neutrality of the several states and chieftains, whose power and 
resources might be employed in support of the enemy’s cause, 
the Governor-General entei tains a confident expectation of the 
early conclusion of peace with those chieftains on terms, which 
shall deprive them of the means of disturbing the tranquillity of 
our possessions, and of impairing the efficiency and stability of 
our alliances 

1 9(5 Under the prosperous issue of such a general pacification, 
we expect that with a considerable augmentation of the lustre 
and glory of the British aims in India, we shall witness the 
accomplishment of a comprehensive system of alliances and 
political connection in Hmdostan and the Deccan, calculated to 
promote the geneial tranquillity of India, and to secure on the 
most permanent foundations the inteiests and dominions of the 
honourable Company, against the hostile attempts of any native 
or European power, and especially to protect the north-western 
frontier of Oude, and to destroy the last remnant of French 
influence in India 

We have the honour to be, 

Honouiable Sirs, 

with the gieatest respect, 

Youi most obedient and faithful seiwants, 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow 
G Udny 

50. The Q-overnor- General in Council to the Honourable the 
Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

Progress of the War. First attempts at negotiation. 

October 31, 1803 

Honourable Sirs, 

The unavoidable delay in the despatch of the Packet over- 
land, enables the Governor-General in council to communicate 
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to your honourable Committee, by the piesent opportunity, the 
accounts which we have received of the progiess of our aims, 
since our last address to youi honouiable Committee 

On the 1 2th of Septembei, the army, under the personal 
direction of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, com- 
menced crossing the rivei Jumna In consequence of the total 
defeat of the army undei the command of M Louis Bourquain 
on the nth of September, the whole of the French and Mah- 
ratta force dispersed, leaving to the British troops the undisputed 
passage of the Jumna 

Conformably to the pei mission granted to General Pci ion, 
that officer attended by his secictary, Mi Beckett, and by 
Mr Fleury, passed into the Company’s tciritories, and has 
since ariived at Lucknow, whence he will shortly piocecd to 
the Presidency General Perron was attended by his body- 
guard consisting of near 400 horse On the 14th M Louis 
Bourquain, and four of his officers, suriendcrcd themselves 
piisoneis of war to the Commander-in-Chicf at Delhi. 

On the 16th, his Excellency the Commandei-in-Chief at- 
tended by the pimcipal officers of the British army waited on 
the unfortunate Emperor Shah Allum^ at the royal palace, in 
the Fort of Delhi 

On that occasion his Majesty’s eldest son, Mirza Akber Shah, 
proceeded to the British camp, and conducted his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief to the presence of his Majesty, who 
received his Excellency seated on his throne 

His Majesty and the whole of his court testified the utmost 
joy at the events which have placed his Majesty and the royal 
family, under the piotection of the Biitish Government. 

The attention of the Governor-Geneial is now diiected to the 
formation of a peimanent airangement for the future main- 
tenance of the dignity and comfort of his Majesty and the loyal 
family, on principles calculated to provide foi the exigency Avith 
the least practicable inconvenience to the honourable Company, 
and with the greatest advantage to the leputation of British 
justice, and liberality, and to secure the important benefits to be 
derived from the connection which will now be lenewed between 
his Majesty, and the British power in India 

The Governor-General having received fiom his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, returns of the ordnance captured in 
the Fort of Alygur on the 4th of September, and of the artilleiy 
taken on the field of battle near Delhi, on the nth of September, 
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which completed the official statement of the military operations 
conducted under the peisonal command of his Excellency the 
Commander-m-Chiefj from the agth. of August, to the i8th of 
September, the Governor-Geneial in council issued general 
oiders, under date the ist of October, expressing the sentiments 
of applause and admiiation with which the British Government 
has contemplated the lapid and brilliant success of the British 
aims, under the distinguished conduct of his Excellency the 
Commander-in- Chief, and the extiaordmary valoui and exer- 
tions of the officers and troops by which that success was 
atchieved 

On the a4th of September, his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief marched from Delhi with the army under his command 
in the direction of Muttra and Agra, leaving Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ochterlony to attend the person of the Emperor Shah Allum , 
and for the piotection of Delhi one complete battalion and five 
companies of mfantiy, togethei with a corps of Mahrattas, then 
raising under the supermtendance of two officers, British sub- 
jects, who quitted the service of Scindiah at the commencement 
of the war 

On the 30th of September, M Dodernique, a French officer 
in the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, commanding a brigade 
of Scindiah’s troops, suirendeied himself to Colonel Vandeleur, 
who had arrived at Muttra with a detachment of British troops 
from Futtygur M Dodernique was accompanied by a British 
subject, and by a Fiench officer in Scindiah’s service. His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief received notice on the ist 
of October, of the intention of Mr Brownrig, and of three more 
officeis, British subjects belonging to the corps undei the com- 
mand of Mr Brownrig, to surrender themselves at the earliest 
opportunity 

The Governor-General in council has the satisfaction to in- 
form your honourable Committee, that no French officers of any 
consideration now remain in the seivice of the confederated 
Mahratta chieftains 

On the 2 ,d of October, the ai my undei the command of his 
Excellency Geneial Lake arrived at Muttra. The Governor- 
General in council deems it to be a testimony due to the 
exemplary discipline and good conduct of the British troops, 
to insert in this place an extiact fiom his Excellency the Com- 
ftiander-m-Chief’s letter to the Governor-General, of the 2d 
of October, describing the impression produced on the minds 
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of the inhabitants of the countiy between Delhi and Muttra, 
by the ordei and rcgulaiity of the tioops during their march 
thiough that teiritoiy. 

“ li ts with a mixed sentiment of pride and pleasure that I 
inform yonr Lordships that all the inhabitants of this plaee^ who 
for a time fled, i cturned to their habitations last night, on per- 
eeiving that no ravages had been committed by the t) oops, ivhicli 
I attribute to the particular attention payed by Colonel Vandeleur 
to this cii cumstance ” 

“/ am infoimcd from all quaiicis that the inhabitants behold 
with astonishment, this pi oof of the discipline and good conduct 
of the aimy All dcclaie that hitherto it has been unknoivn in 
Hindostan that a victoi ions ai my should pass tin ough a countiy 
ivithout dcstioying by fiic, and committing cvciy excess the most 
injurious to the inhabitants , but on the coiitiaiy from the icgu- 
larity observed by us, our appi oach is a blessing, instead of bring- 
ing with It as they at fii st fcai cd all the hoi i ors of wai attended 
by lapiiie and minder , that their cattle icmain in their fields 
vuithout being molested, and the inhabitants in their houses i cccive 
every pi otection ” 

I cannot find words to express to your Loidship the pleasure 
I have received from this account The favoinablc opinion the 
inhabitants have formed of us from these cn cumstaiiccs cannot 
fail of pi oducing the most beneficial consequences ” 

On the 9th of Octobci his Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief concluded a treaty of general defence and guarantee with 
the Rajah of Bhurtpooi, one of the principal chieftains of the 
tribe of Jauts whose country is situated in the vicinity of Muttra 
and Agra 

The Governoi-General in council having entirely approved 
the teims of that treaty, has ratified it, a copy is enclosed for 
your honourable Committee’s infoi matron 

In consequence of the conclusion of this engagement the 
Rajah of Bhuitpooi has despatched to the British camp, a de- 
tachment of 1,200 cavalry to co-operate with the British army 

The character and influence of that chieftain m the north- 
western quarter of Hindostan, render his alliance an object 
of considerable importance to the interests of the British 
Government. 

The Governor-General m council entertains a confident ex- 
pectation, that the Rajpoot and other chieftains in that quarter 
will shortly be induced to connect their interests with those of 
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the British Government, and if necessary to co-operate with the 
British troops against the enemy 

On the 4th of October the army under the command of his 
Excellency General Lake, arrived before Agra , a summons was 
immediately sent demanding the surrender of the fort to which 
no answer was returned. The Mahratta officers in the fort had 
confined all the Europeans stationed there, and the greatest 
confusion was said to prevail within the fort A body of the 
enemy’s troops consisting of seven battalions being encamped 
under the walls of the fort, it became necessary to dislodge that 
force before the opeiations of the siege could be commenced. 
The Commander-in-Chief accordingly appointed a detachment 
of British troops under the command of Brigadier General Clarke 
foi that duty, and on the loth of October, the British detach- 
ment attacked and completely defeated the force of the enemy 

By this success, the British troops obtained possession of the 
town of Agra, and were enabled to commence operations for the 
siege of the fort 

On the lath of October the battalions of the enemy which 
were opposed to the British troops on the loth of that month 
surrendered to the Commander-m-Chief, their number amounted 
to about 2,500 

On the following day, the Governor of the Fort of Agra 
solicited a cessation of hostilities for the purpose of negotiating 
the terms of capitulation, and despatched an Euiopean officer 
to the British camp, with a letter signed by the principal officers 
in the fort, stating the conditions on which they were disposed 
to surrender it , his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief imme- 
diately despatched a British officer into the fort for the puipose 
of finally adjusting the terms of the capitulation, but while that 
officer was actually engaged in the negotiation the firing from 
the fort recommenced, and the British officer returned to camp. 

On the 17th the breaching batteries opened against the fort 
with great effect, and on the evening of the same day the gar- 
rison capitulated and surrendered the celebrated Fort of Agra 
to the British troops. 

The acquisition of the important fortress of Agra, added to 
our possession of Delhi and Muttra, has completed the reduction 
of the territory of Scindiah situated on both banks of the 
Jumna 

The enemy being entirely repulsed on the north-westein fron- 
tier of Oude, no event has occurred to disturb the tranquillity 
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of our possessions since the mcuision of the detachment under 
the command of Mr Fleury, of which the details were com- 
municated in our despatch to your honourable Committee of 
the a5th of Scptembei Some internal disturbance has arisen 
m consequence of outrages committed by the Zemeendar of 
Tutteea, who has foi some time been m a state of rebellion 
against the Biitish Government; these distuibanccs however 
were entirely quelled, and several of the lebels weie m custody 
for trial by the civil power on the iiist of October. 

Gholaum Mahomed Khan the Rohilla chief, who, at the 
invitation of Scmdiah and of M. Perron, had advanced with a 
body of tioops to Coonjpooiah, a town situated on the river 
Jumna to the northward of Delhi, with the intention of crossing 
that river and of pioceeding towards Rampoie, on receiving 
intelligence of the battle of Delhi, and the total defeat of the 
army under the command of M Louis Bourquam, immediately 
retreated with the utmost expedition, and was deserted by a 
considerable part of the troops which he had collected 

The Governor-General m council deems it pioper m this place 
to insert an extiact from a letter from Mr A. Seton, the political 
agent of tlie Governor-Geneial in the ceded provinces, dated the 
i8th of September, describing the impression produced on the 
minds of the inhabitants of our noitli-western provinces by the 
brilliant victory obtained by the army undei the command of 
his Excellency General Lake, over the troops conducted by 
M Louis Bourquam on the iith of September in the vicinity 
of Delhi 

“ It ts impossible to express the astonishment whieh has been 
raised amongst all i anks of natives by the bi ilhant success of his 
Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief on the iiih instant, at fist 
the intelligence was not believed, and when confiimed was only 
believed to be admired The beneficial effects of so glomous and so 
complete a victory gained under cii cum stances of such difficulty, 
must be almost beyond calculation The language of the natives is 
that their admiration is divided between two objects, and that 
they know not which to extoll most, — British valour, or British 
humanity ’ 

The Governor-General m council now proceeds to commu- 
nicate to your honourable Committee, the progress of operations 
in the province of Cuttack, which we have the satisfaction to 
inform your honourable Committee have terminated by the 
capture of the town and fort of Cuttack, and the consequent 
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subjection of the whole of that valuable province to the British 
authority. 

Our despatch of the a5th of September, contains the commu- 
nication of the progress of the British army under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt from Ganjam to Juggernaut, 
and of the occupation of that place by the British troops. 

The inundated state of the country prevented the march of 
the army under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt 
from Juggernaut, until the 2,4th. of September During the 
fiist day’s march, the advanced corps of the army were several 
times engaged with parties of the enemy’s troops who were 
repulsed with loss 

An action subsequently took place between an advanced 
detachment of the British troops and a party of the enemy near 
Muckundpore, in which the latter was defeated with considerable 
loss 

No further resistance was opposed to the progress of the 
British army until its arrival at Cuttack on the 10th of October, 
but the inundated state of the country and the rise of the rivers 
greatly retarded the march of the troops. 

The town of Cuttack was immediately occupied by the British 
tioops without opposition 

Our despatch of the 2^th of September, also contains the 
information of the occupation of Balasore by a detachment of 
troops which proceeded from Fort William by sea, under the 
command of Captain Morgan 

On the 30th of September, Captain Morgan detached two 
companies under the command of Lieutenant Slye, towards 
Soorong twenty miles south of Balasore, for the purpose of dis- 
lodging a party of the enemy stationed near that place, and of 
opening the communication in the direction of Cuttack 

On the 1st of October the detachment under the command of 
Lieutenant Slye, attacked and defeated the enemy which was 
posted at a village a short distance north of Soorong, and the 
troops of the enemy stationed at Soorong, subsequently re- 
treated to the southward The detachment under Lieutenant 
Slye having been reinforced by another company from Balasore, 
occupied Soorong on the 3d of October without further opposition. 

In our despatch of the 25th of September, the Governor- 
General in council has communicated to your honourable Com- 
mittee, the formation and destination of a detachment under the 
command of Lieut -Colonel Fergusson, at Balasore 
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On the 4th of October the whole of the detachment under the 
command of Lieut -Colonel Feigusson arrived at Balasore with- 
out any opposition. 

On the loth of October the detachment under the command 
of Lieut.-Colonel Feigusson marched from Balasore in con- 
sequence of ordeis from the Governor- General, diiecting that 
officer to proceed for the purpose of foiming a junction with the 
army under the command of Lieut -Colonel Harcourt at Cut- 
tack , and on the 15th of October that detachment arrived near 
Budiuck, a village situated neai half-way between Balasore and 
Cuttack 

The inhabitants of the piovincc of Cuttack afforded every 
assistance to the British tioops on their march, and expressed 
the utmost satisfaction at the piospect of being speedily relieved 
fiom the oppiessions to which they had uniformly been subjected 
by the Mahratta" Government, and of being placed under the 
protection of the British power 

On the 19th of Octobei the Governor- General received the 
satisfactory intelligence of the capture of the strong foit of Bar- 
rabutty, or Cuttack, on the 14th, by assault. 

The Governor-General in council contemplates with sentiments 
of the highest approbation the distinguished zeal and ability of 
the Biitish officeis, and indefatigable perseveiance and alacrity 
of the Biitish troops in surmounting the extraordinary difficulties 
which the nature of the country of Cuttack, and the inclemency 
of the season opposed to the progress and operations of an 
invading army 

The Governor-General in council desires to offei to your 
honourable Committee his congratulations on the success of the 
Biitish arms in the piovince of Cuttack, by which the whole of 
that valuable and highly productive province has been annexed 
to the honourable Company’s dominions, the frontier of Bengal 
materially strengthened, and the continuity of youi possessions 
between the presidencies of Bengal and Fort St Geoige, ulti- 
mately secured 

On the 3rd of October the Goveinor General in council had 
the satisfaction to receive despatches from Bombay, notifying 
the assault and capture of the impoitant seaport of Baroach, on 
the 29th of August, by a detachment under the command of 
Lieut -Colonel Woodington 

By the capture of this important seapoit, its dependant terri- 
tory estimated to yield an annual revenue of moie than eleven 
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lacks of rupees, has been subjected to the authoiityof the British 
Government 

The Governor- General has had the satisfaction to leceive ad- 
vices from the honouiable Major-General Wellesley, containing 
the important intelligence that on the 231 d of Sept an action 
took place near the Adjuntee Pass, in the Deccan, between the 
foices under the command of the honouiable Majoi-General 
Wellesley, and the mam body of the combined army of the con- 
fedeiated chieftains Aftei a most severe engagement the enemy 
was completely defeated, and ninety-eight pieces of canon were 
taken on the field of battle by the British troops at the point 
of the bayonet , our loss in this signal and splendid victory has 
been great 

The Governor-General in council solicits the particular notice 
of your honourable Committee, and of the honourable Couit 
of Directors, to the distinguished merits of the honourable 
Major-General Wellesley, and of the officers and troops under 
his command in that extraoidmary exeition of British discipline, 
valour, and skill 

The satisfaction with which the Governor-General in council 
contemplates the late rapid and glorious success of the British 
arms in every direction in which they have been opposed to the 
enemy’s foices, is augmented by the reflection, that under the 
pressure of accumulated defeat, with aggravated loss of resouices, 
power, reputation, military strength, and dominion in every 
quaiter of India, the confederate chieftains must speedily be 
compelled to accede to such reasonable terms of pacification as 
shall sufficiently provide for the safety of our allies, for the 
future security of the honourable Company’s possessions, and 
for the permanent establishment of tranquillity in Hindostan 
and the Deccan. 

The Governor-General in council cannot close this despatch 
without expressing to your honourable Committee m the strong- 
est teims the sentiments of high respect, admiration, and grati- 
tude, with which he contemplates the eneigy and perseveiance, 
the military skill, judgment, and invincible intrepidity manifested 
by his Excellency General Lake, commander-m-chief, under 
extraordinary difficulties, in prepaiing the army of Bengal for 
the field, in conducting it by a rapid succession of glorious 
victories to the complete defeat of a poweiful enemy, and in 
maintaining the honour of the British name in India by a 
humane attention towards the inhabitants of the conquered 
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provinces, and by a due lespect and reverence towards the un- 
fortunate representative of the house of Timur, and towards 
his Majesty’s loyal family 

The glory of this uninterrupted success is not surpassed by 
any recorded triumph of the Biitish arms in India, and has been 
attended by every circumstance calculated to elevate the fame of 
British valour, to illustrate the chaiacter of British humanity, 
and to secure the stability of the British empire m the east. 
The Governor-General m council theiefore earnestly recom- 
mends the conduct of Geneial Lake to the most distinguished 
approbation and applause of the East India Company, and 
to the gracious favour of his Maj‘esty, nor has any officer m 
the most brilliant periods of our history m India displayed the 
high qualifications requisite for the arduous station of com- 
mander-m-chief, with more honoui to the military reputation, 01 
with more advantage to the political interests of the British 
nation in the east. 

The public duty of the Governor-General m council also de- 
mands a testimony of justice to the conduct of the honourable 
Major-General Wellesley. The attention of your honourable 
Committee has already been solicited to the merits of Major- 
General-Wellesley 111 conducting the British troops from the 
frontier of Mysore to Pooiiah, in establishing his Highness the 
Peishwa upon the musnud, and in the reduction of the important 
fortress of Ahmednuggur The conduct of Major-General Wel- 
lesley m the exercise of the extensive political and military 
powers, vested in him by the Governor-General m council, also 
deserves the highest approbation of your honourable Committee, 
and of the honourable the Court of Directors. 

At the close of, a campaign of the most biilhant success, 
and glory, m every quarter of India, the transcendent victory 
obtained at Assye in the Deccan, on the 23d of September, 
appeared to the Governor-General in council to demand a testi- 
mony of public honour, equal to any which the justice of the 
British Government m India has ever conferred on the conduct 
of our officers and troops in the most distinguished period of 
our military history. 

The Governor-General m council highly approved the skilful 
plan formed by Major-General Wellesley on the 21st of Sep- 
tember, for precluding the escape of the enemy, and for reducing 
their combined army to the necessity of hazarding a general 
action 
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His Excellency m council also signified Ins most cordial ap- 
piobation of the magnanimity, promptitude, and judgment with 
which Major-Geneial Wellesley determined upon the instanta- 
neous attack on the enemy on the a3d of September. 

During the severe action which ensued, the conduct of Major- 
General Wellesley united a degree of ability, of prudence, and of 
dauntless spirit, seldom equalled and never surpassed 

The important benefits resulting from the tiiumph of our aims 
in the battle of Assye, aie not inferior to the splendour of the 
action. The immediate consequences derived from the exertions 
of that day have been the complete defeat of the combined army 
of the confederate chieftains , an 11 reparable blow to the strength 
and efficiency of their military resources, especially of their artil- 
lery, m the Deccan , the expulsion of a predatoiy and hostile 
army from theteriitory of oui ally the Soubahdar of the Deccan; 
and a seasonable and effectual check to the ambition, pride and 
rapacity of the enemy 

Under these circumstances the Governor-General m council is 
induced ,to iccommend the conduct of the honouiable Majoi- 
General Wellesley to the particular approbation of the honourable 
Court of Directois, and to the gracious notice of his Majesty 

In the course of an extensive and complicated system of mili- 
tary operations, the glorious success of our arms since the com- 
mencement of this war has been unifoim m every pait of India. 
The able and gallant officers and troops of his Majesty’s service, 
and of the several establishments of the thiee Presidencies have 
been actuated by equal sentiments of public spirit and honour, 
and have co-operated with equal ardour and success, in an united 
effort to accomplish the j'ust objects of the allies The Governor- 
General m council confides in the justice of our cause, m the 
unanimous zeal of the three Presidencies, and in the continued 
co-opeiation of their respective resources and power, that the 
views of the confederate chieftains will be speedily fiustrated by 
the complete restoration of peace and tranquillity to the provinces 
of Hmdostan and the Deccan, which have been distuibed by the 
ambition and violence of the enemy 

We have the honour to be, &c 
Wellesley 
G. H. Barlow 
G. Udny 

P S The Governor-General has received on this day, a de- 
spatch from the honourable Majoi-Geneial Wellesley, undei 
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date the 6th of October, containing intelligence that on the 
5th of October Major-General Wellesley had received a letter 
from the enemy’s camp signed by Ballajee Koonjur, request- 
ing that Major-General Wellesley would despatch a British 
officer, together with an officer of the Soubahdar of the Deccan 
to the enemy’s camp, for the purpose of negotiating terms 
of peace between the allies and the confederated Mahratta 
chieftains 

Ballajee Koonjur was originally despatched by his Highness 
the Peishwa from Bassein, to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, for the pur- 
pose of explaining to that chieftain the nature of the engagements 
concluded between the Peishwa and the British Government , 
but with the accustomed versatility and treachery of a Mahratta 
politician Ballajee Koonjur has subsequently attached himself to 
the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

Major-General Wellesley j'udged it to be expedient to decline 
a compliance with this request for the despatch of a British 
officer, and of an officer of the Soubahdar of the Deccan to the 
camp of the confederates , first, because in the application of 
Ballajee Koonjur no reference is made to the authority, either of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah or the Rajah of Berar, and consequently it 
is not certain that the application proceeds from either of those 
chieftains, either or both of whom might hereafter disavow the 
act of Ballajee Koonjur , and secondly, because the presence of a 
British officer in the enemy’s camp at that moment, would have 
tended to raise the spirits of the enemy’s troops, and to prevent 
their dispersion, and would have been represented by the enemy 
as an attempt on our part to sue for peace 

The Governor-General m council entirely approves the judg- 
ment and prudence manifested by Major-General Wellesley in 
refusing to comply with the request of the enemy, and is satisfied 
that the duplicity and debased art of the Mahratta councils 
would have perverted the acquiescence of Major-General Welles- 
ley m this insidious proposition, to the purpose of impairing the 
reputation of our arms and power 

The Governor- General m council however, is inclined to believe 
that the ambition, pride, and rapacity of the confederate chief- 
tains have received such a check, as must compel them to abstain 
from the prosecution of their inordinate designs , and we there- 
fore expect to receive early intelligence of the disposition of the 
confederate chieftains to despatch directly from their respective 
authorities, to the British camp, an embassy, duly authorized to 
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negotiate the terms of peace conformably to Major-General 
Wellesley’s proposition. 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow 
G Udny 

51. The Governor- General in Council to the Honourable the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors. 

Progress of the War, and of negoUation 

Fort William, December 28, 1803 

Honouiable Sirs, 

On the 31st of October, the Governor-General m council had 
the honour to communicate to youi honourable Committee the 
progress of transactions connected with the operations of the war 
in which the British Government is engaged with the Rajah of 
Beiai and Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, to the latest date of our 
advices 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m council has now the honour to 
continue the nariative of the transactions and operations of 
the war 

After the glorious victory obtained at Assye on the 23d of 
Septembei, under the command of the honouiable Major- 
General Wellesley, over the forces of the Rajah of Berar and 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah^ the confederates having collected the 
lemains of their broken armies, moved to the westwaid along 
the bank of the Taptee, with a view to pioceed to the south- 
ward by the Caserbary Ghaut, and to pi event General Wellesley 
proceeding northwaid against Scmdiah^s city of Boorhanpoor, 
and the strong and important fortress of Asseerghur 

This movement induced Geneial Wellesley to remain to the 
southward with the division of the Biitish army under his 
immediate command, in order to check the operations of the 
confederates in that direction General Wellesley however deter- 
mined to prosecute his original plan of operations against the 
fortress of Asseerghur, and accordingly diiected Colonel Steven- 
son, who on the 35th of September had descended the Adjuntee 
Ghaut in pursuit of the enemy, to continue his march to the 
noithward, and to attack Boorhanpoor and Asseerghur. 

As soon as the confederates found that although General 
Wellesley remained with the division of the army undei Ins 
immediate command to the southwaid of the Adjuntee Pass, 
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he had detached a sufficient force for the reduction of Scmdiah’s 
impoitant possessions to the noithward of that pass, they altered 
their plan of operations They separated their armies, the 
Rajah of Berar pioceeded towaids Chandore and Scmdiah made 
a movement to the northward, for the purpose of interrupting 
Colonel Stevenson’s operations against Asseerghur General 
Wellesley therefore on the 16th of Octobei marched again to the 
noithward, and on the 19th descended the Adjuntce Ghaut 
' Scmdiah halted as soon as he heard of General Wellesley’s 
movement to the northward, and afterwards moved in an easterly 
direction towards Beiar by Mulkapoor, and through the valley 
formed by the Taptee and Poorna rivers 

In the meanwhile General Wellesley received authentic ac- 
counts that the Rajah of Berar had passed through the hills 
which form the boundaries of Candeish, and had moved towards 
the river Godavery General Wellesley therefore ascended the 
Adjuntee Ghaut on the 25th of October, and continued his march 
to the southward on the 26th, and passed Aurungabad on the 
29th of that month 

Colonel Stevenson with the subsidiary force, serving with the 
Soubadar of the Deccan, marched to Boorhanpore, a city belong- 
ing to Scindiah, and the capital of the district of Candeish 
That city was evacuated on Colonel Stevenson’s approach, and 
was occupied by the British troops on the 15th of October On 
the 17th Colonel Stevenson advanced to Asseerghur, and on 
the 1 8th attacked and gamed possession of the Pettah On the 
19th preparations were made for the siege of the fortress of 
Asseerghur belonging to Scmdiah, the key of the Deccan A 
flag of truce with a summons to surrender the fort had been 
previously sent to the officer m command, who returned an 
equivocal reply. The operations against the fort were therefore 
continued, and on the 20th the batteries were opened , m the 
course of an hour a signal was made from the fort indicating 
the Commandant’s acceptance of the terms which Colonel 
Stevenson had offered to the gairison Those terms were that 
the garrison should be permitted to march out with their private 
property, and that their arrears should be discharged to the 
amount of 20,000 rupees. On these terms the Fort of Asseer- 
ghur was surrendered to the British aims on the 2Tst of Octobei 
The number of killed and wounded of the troops under the 
command of Colonel Stevenson during the operations against 
Asseerghur was inconsiderable. 
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Previously to the occupation of Boorhanpore nine officers and 
four serjeants, subjects of France and other European states 
surrendered themselves to Colonel Stevenson, under the proclama- 
tion of the Governor-General in council of the zgth of August 
Subsequently to the capture of Asseerghur Colonel Stevenson 
proceeded with the subsidiary force, and the contingent of his 
Highness the Soubadar of the Deccan to the eastward m puisuit 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and Colonel Stevenson was diiected 
by the Honourable Major-General Wellesley to prosecute his 
march as far as the fortress of Gavilghur the principal fortress 
m the possession of the Rajah of Berar, and to lay siege to that 
place 

In the despatch of the 31st of October, the Governor-Geneial 
in council informed your honourable Committee that on the 6th 
of October, the Honourable Majoi-General Wellesley received a 
letter from the enemy’s camp, requesting that Major-General 
Wellesley would despatch a British officer, together with an 
officer of the Soubadar of the Deccan to the enemy’s camp, 
for the purpose of negotiating the terms of peace between the 
allies and the confederated Mahratta chieftains , the motives 
which had induced Major-General Wellesley to refuse com- 
pliance with that request, were also stated to your honouiable 
Committee on the 31st of October The Governor-Geneial m 
council at the same time expressed his expectation of the early 
receipt of intelligence of the disposition of the confederate 
chieftains to despatch to the British camp an embassy duly 
authorized to negotiate the terms of peace 

Subsequently to the despatch of Major-General Wellesley’s 
reply to the letter from the camp of the enemy, Major-Geneial 
Wellesley received various letters and messages on the subject of 
a pacification through different channels All these communica- 
tions however proceeded from persons unauthoiized by official 
situation under the government of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to open 
negotiations on the part of that chieftain In the first week of the 
month of November, a person of considerable rank named Jes- 
wunt Rao Goorparah and another person of inferioi rank named 
Naroo Punt Nana arrived from Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s camp, m 
the camp of Major-General Wellesley, declaring themselves to be 
authorized by Scmdiah to negotiate the terms of peace 

At the first conference which Major-Geneial Wellesley held 
with Jeswunt Rao Goorpaiah and Naroo Punt Nana on the 10th 
of November, those peisons could not pioduce powers from 

c c 2 
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Scindiah to prosecute the negotiation Major-General Wellesley 
therefore referred Jeswunt Rao Goorparah and Naroo Punt Nana 
to Scindiah for full powers, in the meanwhile permitting those 
persons to remain in the British camp 

Subsequently to the date of Major-General Wellesley’s con- 
ference with those persons, Major-General Wellesley received a 
letter from Dowlut Rao Scindiah by which it appeared that 
Scindiah intended to appoint a person named Mahomed Meer 
Khaun to negotiate the peace, and that Scindiah disavowed 
Jeswunt Rao Goorparah and Naroo Punt Nana On the receipt 
of that letter Major-General Wellesley sent for Jeswunt Rao 
Goorparah and his colleague, and held a conference with them 
on the 20th of November The result of this conference con- 
firmed Major-General Wellesley m the opinion which he had 
previously entertained, that notwithstanding the letter of Scin- 
diah disavowing Jeswunt Rao Goorparah and Naroo Punt Nana, 
those persons had actually been sent to the British camp, by the 
authority of Scindiah Major-General Wellesley deemed it to be 
probable that full powers would be transmitted to J eswunt Rao 
Goorparah as soon as Scindiah should have been apprized of the 
amicable reception of that agent in Major-General Wellesley’s 
camp 

Major-General Wellesley therefore considered it to be advis- 
able to state to that agent, and to his colleague, the dangers to 
which they were exposed by the defect of the necessary creden- 
tials, and the moderation and favour which had been manifested 
towards them by permitting them to remain with impunity in the 
British camp, rather than to dismiss them with disgrace 

They accordingly retired from the conference of the 20th of 
November highly satisfied with the treatment which they had 
received from Major-General Wellesley, and greatly disgusted 
with the evasive and equivocal conduct of their employer On 
the same day, in the course of two hours, Naroo Punt Nana 
returned to Major-General Wellesley with a letter from Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, which was written by that chieftain m consequence 
of the reference made to him after the conference of the loth of 
November, conveying poweis to Jeswunt Rao Goorparah and 
Naioo Punt Nana, to negotiate with Major-General Wellesley. 

The Governor-General in council will heieafter communicate 
to your honourable Committee the detail of the intrigues which 
appear to have prevailed m the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
with a view to direct the negotiations for peace through various 
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channels These intrigues suggested doubts of the authenticity 
of the mission of Jeswunt Rao Goorparah and Naroo Punt Nana. 

It IS manifest that various persons at the Durbar of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah have respectively endeavoured to become the 
channel of negotiation , and Major-General Wellesley is of 
opinion that Jeswunt Rao Goorparah has succeeded by exag- 
gerated reports of the solicitude of Major-General Wellesley 
for the conclusion of peace, and by encouraging an expecta- 
tion that Major-General Wellesley would be induced to despatch 
a British officer for that purpose to the camp of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah. 

The course of the negotiations for peace, and the general plan 
of pacification m Hindostan and the Deccan, will form the 
subject of a separate despatch to your honourable Committee by 
an early opportunity, when the further progress of the confer- 
ences and negotiations now pending shall have enabled the 
Governor-Geneial m council to submit to your consideration a 
full view of his proceedings in the conduct of those important 
affairs At present, it appears to be sufficient to inform your 
honourable Committee that, at the conference held with Jeswunt 
Rao Goorparah and Naroo Punt Nana, on the aoth November, 
after the verification of their general powers from Scindiah, it 
appeared that those powers were still defective m the essential 
point of enabling the ambassadors to conclude any of the several 
territorial compensations to the Company and the allies, which 
must form the basis of the peace with Scindiah Maj'or-General 
Wellesley, therefore, with great judgment, referred the ambas- 
sadors again to their chief for distinct powers to negotiate those 
compensations At this conference, Scmdiah’s ambassadors 
earnestly solicited Major-General Wellesley’s consent to a sus- 
pension of hostilities with Scindiah and the RajahofBerar, which 
that officer granted to Scindiah exclusively 

Your honourable Committee will observe, that by the terms of 
the armistice, the Rajah of Beiar was expressly excluded from 
the benefit of it , it being obviously prudent not to allow either 
of the confederates to treat for the other, and the Rajah of Berar 
not having yet despatched any ambassador to the British camp, 
or manifested any inclination to conclude peace. 

The Governor-General m council entirely approved the conduct 
of Major-General Wellesley m refusing the proposed armistice to 
the Rajah of Berar, and m granting it to Scindiah 

These transactions justified an expectation of the dissolution 
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of the confedeiacy between Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah 
of Berai, and of the conclusion of a sepaiate peace with the 
former of those chieftains A despatch, however, was received 
on the 23id December, from the Hon Major-General Wellesley, 
under date the 30th Nov , communicating the intelligence that, 
on the 29th of November, an action had taken place between 
the combined armies of the confcdeiated chieftains and those of 
Major-General Wellesley and Colonel Stevenson, which had 
terminated m the total defeat of the enemy, with the loss of all 
then ai tillery, amounting to thirty-eight pieces of ordnance, with 
ammunition, baggage, &c with the slaughter of great numbers of 
their tioops 

The annexed copy of Major-General Wellesley’s despatch of 
the 30th Novembei, contains the detail of this signal victory, 
and of the insidious artifices by which Dowlut Rao Scindiah had 
evaded the first conditions of the armistice, and had united the 
lemnant of his foices with those of the Rajah of Berai in a posi- 
tion close to Maj 01 -General Wellesley’s army; in consequence of 
which act of treacheiy, Geneial Wellesley had given notice to 
Scmdiah’s ambassadors, pieviously to the day of the action, that 
the armistice was inadmissible, and that the British aimy would 
act against both of the confcdeiates without delay 

The Governor-General in council is happy to find that this 
decisive success has been obtained with inconsiderable loss on 
our side 

The Governor-General in council confidently tiusts that the 
ultimate objects of the war will be more speedily and completely 
obtained, in consequence of this signal defeat of the combined 
armies of the confederates, than could have been expected even 
by the conclusion of a separate treaty of peace with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah 

In the despatch of the 31st Octobei, the Goveinor-Geneial in 
council communicated to your honourable Committee the intelli- 
gence of the occupation of the seaport of Baioach, and of its 
dependent territory, by the Biitish troops under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Woodington, on the 29th of August After 
the capture of that place, Lieutenant-Colonel Woodington pro- 
ceeded to reduce the district of Champaneei , which was the only 
territory remaining to Scindiah in Guzzerat , and subsequently 
attacked the fort of Powanghur, a stiongly-foitified hill, with the 
town of Champaneer attached, situated about twenty-five miles 
east of Brodera, on the western confines of the province of 
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Malwa. The town of Champaneer was attacked and earned by- 
assault, with little loss on the part of the British troops , and the 
fort was summoned to surrender The Killedar having lefused 
to comply with the summons, prepaiations were immediately 
made for the attack of the fort, which was to have been stormed 
on the 17th of September, when the fort capitulated, and was 
immediately occupied by the Biitish troops This success was 
followed by the reduction of the district of Godia, a territory 
belonging to Scmdiah, m the province of Malwa, and contiguous 
to the district of Champaneer Colonel Muriay, who commands 
the British forces stationed in Guzzerat, has since been employed 
m settling the revenues of the district of Godia 

The capture of Boorhanpoor and Asseei-ghur was followed by 
the subjection of Scindiah’s territory m Candeish, of which Boor- 
hanpore is the capital, and that teintoiy has for the present 
been delivered into the hands of the officers of his Highness the 
Soubahdar of the Deccan 

These successes have completed the conquest of the whole of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s teiiitorial possessions situated in Guz- 
zerat and south of the Nerbudda 

The Governor-General m council has now the honour to com- 
municate to your honourable Committee the pi ogress of the 
military operations and political arrangements in Hindostan, 
under the direction of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, 
subsequently to the i eduction of Agra on the 17th of October, 
of which event information was transmitted to youi honourable 
Committee m the despatch of the Governor-Geneial m council 
of the 31st of October 

The British army marched from Agra on the a7th of October 
m pursuit of a force of the enemy, composed of fifteen of Monsieur 
Perron’s regular battalions (which had been detached by Scm- 
diah fiom the Deccan, m the early part of the campaign, undei 
the command of Monsieur Dudeineg), and of two battalions 
which had effected their escape from Delhi after the battle of 
the nth of September During the siege of Agra, this force 
occupied a position about thirty miles in the rear of the Biitish 
army, but made no attempt to interrupt the siege of that im- 
portant fortress It appears that these battalions of the enemy 
were destined to proceed towards Delhi for the purpose of at- 
tempting the recovery of that impoitant post, and the existence 
of so considerable a force of the enemy m Hindostan alarmed 
those native chieftains who weie disposed to unite with the 
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British government, and encouraged all those who might be 
adverse to our interests The destiuction of this force, therefoie, 
became an object of the utmost impoitance 

On the 31st of October, the British army made a march of 
twenty miles, and ai rived and encamped at a short distance 
from the ground which the enemy had quitted the same morn- 
ing Possessed of this intelligence, the Commander-m-Chief 
determined to make an effort to overtake the enemy with all the 
cavalry of the army, intending to delay the enemy by a light 
engagement until the British infantry should be able to effect a 
j unction with the cavalry in advance, and if any confusion should 
be occasioned by this attack, to seize the enemy’s guns and 
baggage With this view, the Commander-in-Chief, with the 
whole of the cavalry, marched at twelve o’clock, on the night of 
the 31st of October, and after a maich of twenty-five miles, came 
up with the enemy at day -break, on the moining of the ist of 
November, notwithstanding the difficulties which are opposed by 
the climate of India to the rapid movements of Emopean tioops 
The distance marched by the army under General Lake, m the 
mornings of the 30th and 31st of October, exceeded forty miles, 
making a total distance marched by the army m forty-eight 
hours upwards of sixty-five miles Previously to the march of 
the British cavalry, orders were given for the infantry to march 
at three o’clock m the morning 

On the 1st of November, in the morning, when General Lake 
with the British cavalry overtook the enemy, the enemy appear- 
ing to be on his retreat, and in great confusion, the Commandei- 
in-Chief was induced to try the effect of an attack with the 
cavalry alone, without awaiting the arrival of the infantry The 
cavalry succeeded in breaking the enemy’s line, and m taking 
possession of some of the enemy’s guns , but the fire of the 
enemy’s numeious and well-served artillery rendered it necessary 
to withdraw the cavalry out of the leach of the guns until the 
British infantiy could approach The British cavalry accordingly 
retired in perfect order, retaining possession of pait of the 
enemy’s artillery 

On the arrival of the infantry, a general attack was made on 
the enemy, who, after a long and vigorous resistance, were 
completely defeated, with the loss of all their bazais, camp 
equipage and baggage, a considerable number of elephants, 
camels and bullocks, seventy-two pieces of cannon, five thousand 
stand of arms thrown down on the field of battle, foity-four stands 
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of colours, sixty-four tumbiils, completely laden with ammuni- 
tion, together with three tumbiils of money, fifty-seven carts 
laden with matchlocks, muskets, and stores Two thousand 
prisoners were taken and numbers slam 

The resistance opposed by the enemy on this memorable 
occasion was more determined than any which the army under 
General Lake had experienced since the commencement of the 
campaign 

The victory must principally be attributed to the admirable 
skill, judgment, heroic com age, and matchless activity of the 
Commander-in-Chief, whose magnanimous example, together 
with the recollection of his achievements at Coel, Alligurh, Delhi, 
and Agra, inspired geneial confidence and emulation 

In the morning. General Lake led the charge of the cavalry, 
and in the afternoon conducted in person, at the head of his 
Majesty’s 76th regiment, all the different attacks of the enemy’s 
line 

The Commander-in-Chief displayed not only the most reso- 
lute fortitude and ardent valour, but the utmost degree of 
professional ability and knowledge, availing himself with ad- 
mirable promptitude of every advantage presented by the 
enemy, and frustrating every effort of the enemy’s obstinacy 
and boldness 

The Governor-General in council desires to offer to your 
honourable Committee his congiatulations on this most splendid 
and important victory, which has completed the subversion of 
Scmdiah’s hostile power and formidable resources in Hmdostan 

Your honourable Committee will contemplate, with sentiments 
of the highest admiration, the unexampled rapidity and success 
of the British arms in every part of India since the commence- 
ment of hostilities 

From the 8th of August, the day on which hostilities com- 
menced, to the i^pth of November, the date of the battle of 
Argaum in the Deccan, the British army has conqueied all the 
possessions of Scindiah in Guzerat, the city of Boorhaunpoor in 
Candeish, together with' all the territoiial possessions of that 
chieftain situated to the southward of the Nerbuddah, the pro- 
vince of Cuttack m Orissa, the Mahratta dominions between 
the Jumna and the Ganges, ,the city of Delhi and the right bank 
of the Jumna, the city of Agra and the adjoining territory, has 
reduced by storm the fortified town of Ahmednuggur, the forts 
of Allyghur, Baioach, and Cuttack, and by capitulation, after 
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having opened the batteries, the forts of Ahmednuggur, of Pow- 
anghur and Champaneer, the forts of Asseeigurh and Agra, and 
has defeated the enemy in four general engagements — at Delhi, 
on the iith of September , at Assye, on the 23rd of September , 
at Laswaree, on the ist of November , and on the plains of 
Argaum, on the 29th of November 

The defeat of the formidable foice of the enemy assembled at 
Laswaree, has tended in a considerable degree to promote the 
success of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief s negotiations 
with the chiefs and states of Hmdostan 

The Commander-in-Chief has accordingly made considerable 
progress m the various political arrangements connected with the 
exclusion of the Mahratta power from the Company’s frontier in 
Hmdostan 

The Commissioners appointed for the affairs of Cuttack have 
proceeded successfully in the settlement of that province, and 
have already realized a proportion of its revenues 

The progress of our military operations and political ariange- 
ments, down to the date of this despatch, connected with the war 
in which the British government is engaged, has been uniformly 
prosperous and successful m every quartei of India, and the 
speedy termination of hostilities may be expected to place the 
interests and secuiity of the British empire m India on a basis of 
improved strength and power 

We have the honour to be, &c 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow. 

G Udny. 

52 Lieut -Gl-eneral Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

Battle of Delhi 

Head Quarters, Camp opposite Delhi, 
half-past Seven p M Sept 11,1803 
[Received at Fort William, Sept 23, 1803 ] 

My Lord, 

I have the satisfaction to inform your Lordship, that after a 
march of eighteen miles this morning, I learnt that the enemy in 
great force under Mr Louis, had crossed the Jumna from Delhi, 
with the intention of attacking us 

When we had encamped, we found our outposts were attacked 
by a body of the enemy On reconnoitring to our front, I found 
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that the enemy’s whole army weie drawn up m order of battle, I 
immediately ordered out the whole line, and advanced to attack 
them m front 

The enemy opposed to us a tremendous file from a numerous 
artillery, which was uncommonly well served, and caused us con- 
siderable loss in officers and men, but I have the satisfaction to 
add, that our advance under a most heavy cannonade, and actual 
chaige of the enemy, at about one hundred paces distant, caused 
a most precipitate retreat, and left in our possession the whole of 
their artillery 

The cavalry puisued the fugitives to the Jumna, making great 
havock, and numbers were drowned m attempting to cross 

In short, I have only to express my entire approbation of the 
gallantry of the troops under my command during the whole of 
this most brilliant action, and shall have the honour to detail 
it more particularly to-morrow, which the lateness of the hour 
prevents me doing at present 

The whole aimy was under arms from three this morning till 
this moment 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s 

Most faithful humble servant, 

G. Lake 

53 Lieut -General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley, 
Battle of Delhi Reasons for advance thither 
My Lord, September 12th, 1803 

It IS with the most heartfelt satisfaction that I now congra- 
tulate you upon the attainment of your wishes The action of 
yesterday was so decisive and proved our superiority so com- 
pletely, that I have not a doubt all the chieftains will come in 
to our standard Louis having plundered Delhi with the few 
troops he had left, and taken himself and all his vagabonds off 
this morning, will I tiust, destroy all confidence in Frenchmen 
Where he is gone I know not, but I rather believe towards Agra 
I imagine that the few men he has with him will go to their own 
homes I leally do think the business was one of the most 
gallant actions possible , such a fire of cannon has seldom been 
seen if ever, against which our men marched up within one 
hundred yards without taking a firelock from off their shoulders, 
when they gave one volley, chaiged instantly and drove the 
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enemy, then they opened ranks and let the cavalry through, 
who did their duty in the most gallant and judicious manner 
possible , indeed their conduct was remarkable throughout the 
day From having detached so large a body of troops to the 
ceded piovmces, we were yesteiday most considerably out- 
numbered, but his Majesty’s ^6t\\ regiment did set such an 
example that could not fail of inspiring every creature with zeal, 
energy, and spiiit I do not think theie could have been a 
more glorious day, but as I may be thought partial, I will say 
no moie, but leave it to others to i elate the fact, exaggerate 
I think they cannot 

Now my deal Loid, I hope you will agiee with me that the 
destruction' of Peiron’s tioops and powci was the fiist object 
Added to which, allow me to state my reasons for coming on to 
Delhi, which were as follow — I had certain information that 
Louis was making all the use possible of the King’s name, and 
of his loyal pierogative, and I thought it most probable that 
many persons with the concealed design of taking advantage of 
the present times, but absolutely m obedience to the King’s 
mandate, might cither join Louis or spread over the Company’s 
provinces for the sake of plunder Another reason for coming 
to Delhi, was consideimg the charactei of Mr Louis more active, 
and peihaps more zealous than Mr Pen on, and considering also 
his personal connection with the Seiks, I was decidedly of 
opinion, that the crushing of these political intrigues, and the 
subversion of his French connection weie primary objects, and 
that nothing would be so likely to accomplish the above objects 
as the sudden appearance of the aimy at the capital of Delhi, 
and I am happy to say, that my conjectures were not ill-founded, 
as IS clearly proved by the flight of Mr Louis, the departure of 
the Seiks, and the strong desire of his Majesty for our troops to 
march into Delhi that he may be placed under our protection 
The army will pass the moment the boats come from the other 
side Anothei consideration was, that if the enemy were active, 
vigorous, and enterprising, our provinces are much at his mercy, 
the movement of my army to Agra might save the lower part of 
the Doab, but the upper part, together with Rohilcund, would 
have been exposed to the depredations of Louis’s detachment, 
and as he possessed Saharunpore, and piobably expected co- 
operation from the Rohillas, he would probably have overrun 
Rohilcund with greater facility than Peiron could carry his 
depiedations to any considerable extent 
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It SO happens that from all I can learn, and by a letter just 
received from Mr Leycester, I do not believe at this moment 
any commotion is likely to take place, particularly after the 
event of yesterday I shall most undoubtedly see the King of 
Delhi this night or to-moirow morning, when I understand he 
intends going through the form of delivering the country over 
to the British Government Your Lordship may depend upon 
my attending to your mstiuctions respecting his Majesty Mr. 
Mercer is not yet arrived, but I imagine soon will, as by a letter 
this day received from him, his negotiation seems m a most 
forward state 

I have this moment learnt, that the remaining part of Louis’s 
army have dispersed m different diiections, and that the coun- 
try people are so enraged at their plundeimg them, that they 
have retaliated by plundering them since they have separated, 
and killed a great many of them 

I cannot, my dear Lord, avoid saying m the most confidential 
way that, m the event of a foreign foe coming into this countiy, 
without a vejy great addition of force in Europeans^ the con- 
sequences will be fatal, as theie ought always to be one Euro- 
pean battalion to foui native ones, this at least I think necessary 
I have seen a great deal of these people lately, and am quite 
convinced without King’s troops veiy little is to be expected, 
m short the infantry of this army as well as cavalry should be 
new modelled, as I will convince your Lordship when I am so 
fortunate as to conduct you to Delhi, which I sincerely hope 
will be very shortly I am not clear which way I shall move 
next, but rather think it may be toward Agra, which place must 
fall upon our approach I apprehend the Seiks if assured of oui 
not interfering with their government, will enter into a treaty of 
amity with us, and would ensure the capture of the fort called 
Hansi, late George Thomas’s, provided we would promise to 
destroy it, which m my opinion would be a good thing, I 
believe at present there are a great many of Perron’s guns in it, 
which might be got by this means, and which I shall endeavour 
to do without trouble or difficulty. 

I trust all your endeavours will be crowned with success, and 
lemain. 

My dear Lord, 

Your faithful and attached servant, 

G Lake 
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54 Iiieut -General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

Statistics of the Battle of Delhi 

Head Quartei s, Camp, near Delhy Ghaut, Sept 13th, 1803 
[Received at Fort William, Sept 25th, 1803 ] 

My Lord, 

For your Loidship’s information, I have the honour to enclose 
a list of the killed and wounded, officeis and men, of the army 
under my command, in the action of the iith instant 

Your Loidship will perceive that our loss has been very great, 
but when I consider that we moved on against an immense 
artilleiy, of nearly one hundred pieces of cannon, and many of 
a very laige calibre, under as heavy a fire as I have ever been 
witness to , and that this fire was directed against a line, con- 
sisting, on the most correct calculation, of not more than four 
thousand five hundred men, including cavalry, artillery and 
infantry, and that we were opposed by upwards of four times 
that number , it is no longer a mattei of surprize 

It IS necessary to remark, that we had only one. brigade of 
cavalry, consisting of the 27th light dragoons, and the ad and 
3d regiments of native cavalry, the other brigades being de- 
tached for the protection of oui own provinces 

The more I reflect on the glorious affair of the iith, the 
moie forcibly I feel the bravery and intrepidity displayed by 
every individual composing my army I cannot find words to 
express my feelings on this occasion, nor can I sufficiently 
lament the loss of many brave fellows who have fallen 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Loidship’s most faithful humble seiwant, 

G Lake 


55 Lieut -General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley 
Military requirements in the conquest territoiy 

Delhi, Sept i^th, 1803 

My Lord, 

Yesterday was passed according to the usual forms m waiting 
upon the King, making and receiving presents from his Majesty, 
when every thing was properly conducted on both sides 

The crossing our troops is a most tedious operation from the 
scarcity of boats, and will pi event my moving towards Agra 
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before the aad instant, on which day, or the day after, I shall 
hope to begin my maich, and when that foit is taken I shall 
have little to do but to settle the country, at present of course 
we must adjust some little disordeis in different parts , how- 
ever, they are so tiifling that they are easily checked 

The want of ram must make the collections very uncertain, 
and if we have not some, the consequences will be fatal, as a 
famine is to be apprehended 

I have engaged some iriegular force this day under some 
Sirdars lately m the service of Perron , two of them are of 
high character m that line, and I believe to be depended upon, 
at least as much if not more than any we can get The state 
of the case my deai Loid is, the immense tract of teiiitory we 
have gamed requires a great, I may say, a very great force to 
keep, and at this time it must be supposed there are numbers of 
people that will avail themselves of the unsettled state of the 
country to sow dissensions, and endeavour either to throw the 
country into confusion, or take possession of land and property 
of otheis, besides various leasons they may have for committing 
depredations, such as a dislike to any change of government, or 
old jealousies and animosities towards their neighbours All 
these considerations render a veiy large force necessary, and 
as from my little army it is impossible for me to detach any 
more into the inteiior of the now acquired part of the Doab, it 
becomes necessary to ai range matteis for the piotection and 
tranquillity of it, and I see at present no substitute for supplying 
the place of our troops, but having that description of people 
which are most likely to keep the people in older You may 
depend upon it I will not have one man more than is necessary 
The rapidity of our march and loss in action, will with 
wounded and sick have weakened my army very consideiably, 
many of which cannot be replaced, and those men that are to 
be got m this countiy, Sepoys I mean, will require time to be 
made soldiers. I really think when peace is lestoied, and we 
have nothing to think of but internal arrangements that our 
aimy is not by any means equal to the number of posts that 
ought to be occupied to prevent depredations, which we aij'e 
always liable to and which must be guarded against 

After this is done, there ought always to be a disposable 
force, and I would have that respectable and not very small , 
if your Lordship comes to see your new territories, which 
I sincerely hope you will, I am convinced you will see the 
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necessity of always keeping a very laige aimy upon this fiontiei 
I entreat your Lordship if possible, to come up this season if all 
is quiet enough to allow you to leave Calcutta I perceive by 
the letter from the Court of Diiectors, that they still incline to 
reduce two regiments of native cavalry, when in my opinion 
they ought to raise several more, they also talk of one regiment 
of European cavalry foi Bengal, m my opinion, two at the least 
is necessary, and my him opinion is, that five regiments of 
English infantry is necessary m the Bengal army, and those 
kept complete, I have seen the good effects of the King’s 
tioops, and am most thoroughly convinced that without a large 
proportion of them m this army, our possessions m this countiy 
cannot be secuie 

When I have a little leisuie, I will if your Lordship chooses 
it, wiite an official letter upon the subject, though peihaps it 
may be better to delay it till I can exactly ascertain the number 
of points we ought to have posts at 

I think we can have but little dependance m the Sebundy 
corps , here and there from the exertion of a particular man 
commanding them they will exert themselves, but in general I 
fear they imagine themselves stationary, get into habits of their 
own, and get connected too much with the inhabitants , but 
although I have said thus much, I should be sorry if any 
alteiation took place respecting these corps till I can have some 
private conveisation with your Lordship. I think it is possible 
the new plan of your Loidship m forming provincial battalions 
may piove much more useful fiom being under martial law, 
but the same objection still exists m the men becoming too 
intimately connected with the natives of that country m which 
they are laised 

I suspect nothing but regular battalions will answei the 
purpose of keeping the country m order, and they, as I told 
you in a former lettei, require much alteration in then system 
which IS radically bad. 

I imagine Agra will cause us but little trouble, and if I dared 
to divide my army, it would not be necessary for me to go 
there, but I have so many reasons which I shall not commit to 
paper, but keep them for your private ear, for being with them 
that I am determined not to separate them 

The army, I am happy to say, are m high spirits, and I flatter 
myself ready to do anything I ask of them Their good humoui, 
patience, and readiness to obey any orders of mine is delightful 
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and most satisfactory, and gives me the greatest confidence in 
them 

I hear Monson is going on well, he is a most excellent man 
and incomparable officer I cannot express how much I admire 
his conduct at Alighur 

If we could get hold of those biigands from the Deccan, not 
a Frenchman would be left in the country 

Believe me, my dear Lord, 

With real attachment most truly yours, 

G Lake 

I forgot to say, that I looked upon the strong fort at Hansi to 
be ours, as there are very few persons in it, and the person who 
commands has sent to say, he will give it up to me if I can send 
troops, which will be difficult, he therefore will keep it, as the 
people he has in it are entirely his. 


56 The Hon Major-General Wellesley to the Marquess 

WeEesley 

Battle of Assye 

Camp at Assye, Sept. 24, 1803 
[Received Oct 30, 1803 ] 

My Lord, 

I was joined by Majoi Hill with the last of the convoys 
expected from the river Kistna on the i8th, and on the 20th 
was enabled to move forward towards the enemy, who had been 
joined in the course of the last seven or eight days by the 
infantry under Colonel Pohlman, by that belonging to Begum 
Sumroo, and by another biigade of infantry, the name of whose 
commander I have not ascertained The enemy’s aimy was col- 
lected about Bokerdun, and between that place and Jaffierabad 
I was near Colonel Stevenson^’s corps on the aist, and had a 
conference with that officer, in which we concerted a plan to 
attack the enemy’s army with the divisions under our command 
on the 24th in the morning, and we marched on the 22nd, 
Colonel Stevenson by the western route, and I by the eastern 
loute round the hills between Budnapoor and Jalna 

On the 23rd I arrived at Naulniah, and there received a 
report that Scindiah and the Rajah of Beiar had moved off in 
the morning with their cavalry, and that the infantry were about 
to follow, but were still in camp at the distance of about six 
miles from the ground on which I had intended to encamp.' 

D d 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE BATTLE 


It was obvious that the attack was no longer to be delayed , and 
having piovided foi the security of my baggage and stores at 
Naulniah, I marched on to attack the enemy 

I found the whole combined aimy of Scmdiah and the Rajah 
of Beiai encamped on the bank of the ICaitna iiver, neaily on 
the giound which I had been mfoimed that they occupied 
Then light, which consisted entiiely of cavalry, was about 
Bokerdun, and extended to then coips of infantry, which were 
encamped m the neighbourhood of Assye Although I came 
first in fiont of then light, I detei mined to attack their left, 
as the defeat of then coi'ps of infantry was most likely to be 
effectual , accordingly I marched lound to then left flank, 
covering the march of the column of infantiy by the British 
cavalry m the lear, and by the Mahiatta and Mysore cavalry 
on the right flank 

We passed the rivei Kaitna at a fold beyond the enemy’s 
left flank, and I foimed the infantiy immediately in two lines, 
with the British cavalry as a leserve in a third, in an open space 
between that river and a nullah running parallel to it The 
Mahiatta and Mysore cavahy occupied the giound beyond the 
Kaitna on oui left flank, and kept in check a large body of the 
enemy’s cavalry which had followed our maich fiom the right of 
their own position 

The enemy had altered the position of then infantiy previous 
to our attack , it was no longer, as at first, along the Kaitna , 
but extended from that i iver across to the village of Assye upon 
the nullah, which was upon our light. We attacked them 
immediately, and the troops advanced undei a very hot file 
fiom cannon, the execution of which was terrible The picquets 
of the infantry, and the 74th regiment, which were on the right 
of the first and second lines, suffeied particularly from the fire 
of the guns on the left of the enemy’s position near Assye 
The enemy’s cavalry also made an attempt to charge the 74th 
legiment at the moment when they were most exposed to this 
fire, but they were cut up by the British cavalry, which moved 
on at that moment At length the enemy’s line gave way in all 
diiections, and the British cavahy cut m among then broken 
infantry, but some of their corps went off in good order, and a 
fire was kept up on our troops from many of the guns from 
which the enemy had been first driven, by individuals who had 
been passed by the line under the supposition that they were 
dead. 
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Lieut -Colonel Maxwell, with the British cavalry, charged one 
laige body of infantry, which had retired, and was formed again, 
in which operation he was killed , and some time elapsed before 
we could put an end to the straggling fire, which was kept up 
by individuals from the guns from Avhich the enemy were diiven 
The enemy’s cavalry also, which had been hovering round us 
throughout the action, was still near us At length, when the 
last formed body of infantry gave way, the whole went off, and 
left m our hands ninety pieces of cannon 

This victoiy, which was certainly complete, has, however, cost 
us dear Your Excellency will perceive by the inclosed return, 
that our loss m officers and men has been very gi eat , and m 
that of Lieut -Colonel Maxwell and other officers, whose names 
are therein included, greatly to be legretted 

I cannot write m too strong terms of the conduct of the 
troops , they advanced m the best order, and with the greatest 
steadiness, under a most destructive file, against a body of 
infantry far superior m numbers, who appeared determined to 
contend with them to the last, and who were driven fiom their 
guns only by the bayonet , and notwithstanding the numbers 
of the enemy’s cavalry, and the lepeated demonstrations they 
made of an intention to charge, they were kept at a distance by 
our infantry 

I am particularly indebted to Lieut -Colonel Harness, and 
Lieut -Colonel Wallace, for the manner in which they conducted 
their biigades , and to all the officers of the staff for the 
assistance I received from them The officers commanding 
brigades, nearly all those of the staff, and the mounted officers 
of the infantry had their horses shot under them 

I have also to draw your Excellency’s notice to the conduct 
of the cavalry commanded by Lieut -Colonel Maxwell, par- 
ticularly that of the 19th dragoons 

The enemy are gone off towaids the Adjuntee Ghaut, and 
I propose to follow them as soon as I can place my captured 
guns and the wounded in security. 

I have the honour to be, my Loid, 
with the greatest respect, 
your Excellency’s most obedient, 
and faithful humble servant, 

Arthur Wellesley 

Colonel Stevenson ai rived this morning at Bokerdun, and 
I imagine that he will be heie this evening 

D d 2 
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LAKE ATTACKS, WITH THE CAVALRY ONLY 


57. Lieut -G-eneral Lake to tlie Marquess Wellesley 
Battle of Lassivary 

Head Quarteis, Camp near Lasswary, Nov 2, 1803 
[Received Nov 15,1803] 

My Loid, 

In my despatch of yestei day’s date, I did myself the honour 
to state foi youi Lordship’s mfoimation, some particulais of the 
maich of the army from Agra to the camp it now occupies, 
together with the geneial result of the action which took place 
yesteiday I now have the honoui to send youi Excellency a 
more detailed account of that affair 

Aftei a forced maich of twenty-five miles, which was perfoimed 
by the cavalry in a little more than six hours, I came up with 
the enemy, who appeared to be upon their letieat, and in such 
confusion, that I was tempted to try the effect of an attack upon 
him with the cavaliy alone. By cutting the embankment of a 
large leservoir of watei, the enemy had lendered the road very 
difficult to pass, which caused a considerable delay in the ad- 
vance of the cavalry , of this the enemy had availed himself to 
take an advantageous post, having his right -upon a rivulet, 
which we had to cross, and his left upon the village of Lasswary, 
the whole of his front was amply provided with artillery I was 
prevented from discovering this change m the situation of the 
enemy by the quantity of dust which, when once clear of the 
water, totally obscured him from our sight, I therefoie pro- 
ceeded in the execution of my design, by which I hoped to pie- 
vent his retreat into the hills, and secure his guns , diiectmg the 
advanced guard and first brigade commanded by Colonel Van- 
deleur, upon the point where I had observed the enemy m motion, 
but which proved to be the left of his new position , the re- 
mainder of the cavalry I ordered to attack m succession, as soon 
as they could form after passing the rivulet 

The charge of the advanced guard under Major Griffiths, and 
that of the first brigade led by Colonel Vandeleur, was made 
with much gallantry, the enemy’s line was forced, and the 
cavalry penetrated into the village , they still, however, continued 
to be exposed to a most galling file of cannon and musketry, 
which, as it was impossible under such circumstances to form 
the squadrons for a fresh attack, determined me to withdraw 
them The guns which had fallen into our hands could not be 
bi ought away from the want of bullocks. In this chaige Colonel 
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Vandeleur fell, moi tally wounded , in him the service has lost a 
most valuable officer 

The attacks of the other brigades were conducted with the 
same spirit, but after taking several of the enemy’s guns, being 
still fired upon without being able to discover the enemy, they 
letired in good order, letaming possession of a part of the ar- 
tiller}’-. In the peiformance of this service, the third biigade, 
consisting of his Majesty’s 29th legiment^ and the 4th regiment 
of native cavalry, under the command of that meritorious officer, 
Colonel Macan, met my entiie appiobation 

The infantry having maiched at thiee A M arrived upon the 
banks of the rivulet about eleven o’clock After so long a maich 
it was absolutely necessary to allow some time for the men to 
refiesh themselves, during which time the enemy sent m to say 
that if certain terms were allowed them, they were willing to 
suirender their guns Anxious to prevent the further effusion of 
blood I directed a letter to be written, acquiescing m their pro- 
posals, and allowing them an hour to decide , in the mean time 
the several columns for the attack weie formed The infantry 
formed in two columns upon the left , the first, composed of the 
right wing under the command of Major-General Ware was 
destined to gam the enemy’s right flank, which he had thrown 
back since the morning, leaving a consideiable space between it 
and the iivulet, and to assault the village of Lasswary, the 
second, composed of the left wing, undei Major-Geneial St John, 
was to support the first column The thud brigade of cavalry 
under Colonel Macan was to suppoi t the infantry , the second 
brigade under Lieut -Colonel Vandeleur was detached to the 
right, to be ready to take advantage of any confusion in the 
enemy’s line, and to attack him upon his retreat , the brigade 
under Colonel Goidon composed the reserve, and was foimed 
between the second and third brigades As many of the field 
pieces as could be brought up, with the gallopers attached to the 
cavalry, formed four different batteiies 

At the expiiation of the time which I had allowed the enemy 
to decide, I ordered the infantry to advance as soon as they 
became exposed to the enemy’s guns, the four batteries com- 
menced their fire, and continued to advance, though opposed by 
a great superiority, both in number and weight of metal 

When the 75 th regiment, which headed the attack, had ariived 
at the point from which I intended to make the chaige, they 
were so much exposed to the enemy’s fire, and losing men so 
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fast, that I judged it preferable to proceed to the attack with 
that regiment, and as many of the native infantry as had closed 
to the front, to losing time m waiting until the remainder of the 
column should be able to form, the march of which had been 
retarded by impediments in the advance 

As soon as this handful of heioes were ai lived within reach of 
the enemy’s canister shot, a most tremendous fire was opened 
upon them The loss the}'- sustained was very severe, and suffi- 
cient alone to prevent a legulai advance , at this moment the 
enemy’s cavalry attempted to charge, but were repulsed by the 
fire of this gallant body, they, however, rallied at a shoit 
distance, and assumed so menacing a postuie, that I thought it 
advisable to order them to be attacked by the cavalry, this 
service fell to the share of his Majesty’s 29th regiment, com- 
manded by Captain Wade, (Major Griffiths having at that instant 
been unfortunately killed by a cannon shot,) and was performed 
with the greatest gallantry, and in a manner which entitles 
Captain Wade, and every officer and soldier in the regiment 
to my warmest acknowledgments The lemainder of the first 
column of infantry ainved just in time to join in the attack of the 
enemy’s reserve, which was formed in the rear of his line, with 
Its left upon the village of Lasswary, and its right thrown back 

About this time Major-General Ware fell dead, his head being 
carried off by a cannon shot He was a gallant officer, and one 
whose loss I deeply lament. On his death the command of this 
column devolved upon Colonel Macdonald, who, though wounded, 
continued to acquit himself in this important command very 
much to my satisfaction 

The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the last, and it 
was not until he had lost his guns that he abandoned his post 
Even then his left wing did not fly, but attempted to retreat in 
good order, in this, however, they were frustrated by his Majesty’s 
27th regiment, and the 6th legiment of native cavalry, under the 
command of Lieut -Colonel Vandeleur, who broke in upon the 
column, cut several to pieces, and drove the rest in prisoners, with 
the whole of the baggage 

Severe as the loss has been which we have sustained in the 
achievement of this complete victory, that of the enemy has been 
far greater With the exception of upwards of 2,000, who have 
been taken prisoners, (of which number I have only detained the 
principal officers, amounting to forty-eight), I have leason to 
bdieve that very few escaped the general slaughtei 
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It would be a violation of my feelings were I to close my 
despatch without bearing testimony to the gallant conduct of 
Major Macleod, and Captain Robertson, of his Majesty s 76th 
legiment, and of every officer and soldier of that inestimable 
corps, m the attack of the village of Lasswaiy Major Gregoiy, 
too, at the head of the second battalion of the lath regiment of 
native infantry, m the same service, displayed a conduct highly 
meritorious 

In the list of those officers who particularly distinguished 
themselves, I cannot omit the names of Lieut Wallace, of his 
Majesty’s regiment, who was entrusted with the com- 

mand of a battery of gallopeis, nor that of Lieut Dixon, of 
the 6th regiment of native cavalry, who was employed m the 
same service 

The whole of my staff upon this, as upon every former 
occasion, are entitled to a large shaie of praise, and to my 
waimest giatitude The zeal which they displayed upon this 
memorable day is too plainly proved by the enclosed leturns 
of the killed and wounded I have sustained a great loss by 
the death of Major William Campbell, the deputy quaitei- 
master-general, and by that of my aid-de-camp, Lieut Duval, 
of his Majesty’s 19th Light Dragoons, who was a young man of 
gieat promise 

Heiewith I have the honour to enclose returns of the ordnance 
and colours which were captured upon this occasion 
I have the honour to be, my Loi d, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful, 

' and humble seiwant, 

G Lake 

PS In the huiry which I wiote my despatch of yesterday’s 
date, I fear I did not explain to your Lordship, that the enemy’s 
corps which we have defeated, comprised the whole of the fifteen 
regular battalions which had been sent from the Deccan under 
the command of Monsieui Dudeineg, and two battalions of the 
same description which had escaped from Delhi I therefore 
have the satisfaction of congratulating your Excellency upon the 
annihilation of the whole of the regulai force m Scmdiah’s seivice, 
commanded by French officeis. 

G L. 
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58 The Hon. Major-General Wellesley to the Marquess 

Wellesley 

Battle of Argaum 

Camp at Paiterly, Nov 30th, 1803 
[Received Dec 25th, 1803] 

My Lord, 

Having found that the Rajah of Berar was moving towards 
his own territories, that the body of troops he had with him was 
but small, and decreasing in numbers daily, and not likely to do 
much mischief to the teiritories of the Soubah of the Deccan, I 
descended the Ghauts by Rajoora on the Sindpauna in order to 
support and cover Colonel Stevenson’s operations against Gawil- 
ghur m Berar 

Colonel Stevenson had equipped his corps at Asseer-Ghur for 
the siege of that fort, and had marched to Ballapore, wheie he 
was joined on the 24th by the Brmjarries, and other supplies 
which had been saved 'from the enemy by Captain Baynes’s affair 
at Amber , and he marched forward on the 26th 

Your Excellency has been informed, that on the 23d I had 
consented to a suspension of hostilities with the troops of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, in this quarter and Guzerat The condition on 
which this agreement depended, viz that Scindiah should occupy 
a position twenty coss to the east of Elichpour had not been 
carried into execution , and Scindiah was encamped at Sersooly, 
about four miles from the camp of Munnoo Bappoo, which was at 
this place The ai my of the formei consisted only of cavalry , that 
of the latter was cavalry, a gieat part, if not the whole 'of Ragojee 
Bhooslah’s regular infantry, and a large proportion of artilleiy 

In the course of the 28th, the vakeels from Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah urgently pressed me not to attack these troops , but 
I informed them repeatedly, that there was no suspension of 
arms with Ragojee Bhooslah , and none with Scindiah till he 
should comply with the terms of his agreement and that I 
should certainly attack the enemies of the Company wherever 
I should find them 

Colonel Stevenson’s division and mine both marched to this 
place yesterday, the Colonel having with great prudence and 
propriety halted on the 28th at Hattee Andorah, to enable me 
to co-operate in the attack of the enemy We found on our 
ai rival that the armies of both chiefs had decamped , and I could 
perceive, fiom a tower in Parterly, a confused mass, about two 
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miles beyond Seisooly and Scindiah’s old camp, which I con- 
cluded to be then aimies in march 

The tioops had maichcd a great distance on a very hot day, 
and thciefore I did not think it pioper to pursue them, but 
shoitly after oui ai rival heie, bodies of horse appeared in our 
front, with which the Mysore horse skirmished during a pait of 
the day , and when I went out to push forward the picquets of 
the infantiy, to support the Mysoi e cavalry, and to take up the 
ground of our encampment, I could perceive distinctly a long 
line of mfantiy, cavaliy, and aitillery regulaily drawn up on 
the plains of Ai gaum, immediately in front of that village, and 
about SIX miles fiom this place, at which I intended to encamp 

Although late in the day, I immediately determined to attack 
this army Accoidingly I marched on in one column, the British 
cavaliy leading, in a direction neaily parallel to that of the 
enemy’s line, covering the icar and left by the Mogul and 
Mysoi e cavalry 

The enemy’s infantry and guns were in the left of their centie, 
with a body of cavaliy on their left Scindiah’s army, consisting 
of one very heavy body of cavaliy, was m the right, having upon 
its right a body of Pindarics and other light troops Their line 
extended above five miles, having in their rear the village and 
extensive gardens and enclosures of Argaum, and m their front 
a plain, which howcvei was much cut by water-courses, &c &c 

I formed the army in two lines the mfantiy m the first, the 
cavalry in the second, and supporting the right , and the Mogul 
and Mysore cavalry the left, nearly paiallel to that of the enemy, 
with the light lather advanced to pi ess upon the enemy’s left 
Some little time elapsed bcfoic the lines could be formed, owing 
to a part of the infantry of my division which led the column 
having got into some confusion When formed, the whole 
advanced in the gieatest ordei , the 74th and 78th regiments 
were attacked by a laige body (supposed to be Pathdns) and 
all these were destioyed Scindiah’s cavalry chaiged the 1st 
battalion 6th regiment, which was on the left of our line, and 
weie repulsed, and the whole line letiied in disoider before our 
tioops, leaving in our hands thiity-eight pieces of cannon and all 
their ammunition. 

The Biitish cavalry then pursued them for seveial miles, and 
destroyed great numbers, and took many elephants and camels, 
and much baggage The Mogul and Mysore cavalry also 
pursued the fugitives, and did them gieat mischief Some of 



Nizam's and Mysore cavalry beha.ve well 


the latter are still following them , and I have sent out this 
morning all of the Mysore, Mogul and Mahratta cavaliy, m 
Older to secure as many advantages from this victory as can be 
gained, and complete the enemy s confusion 

For the reasons stated in the commencement of this letter, the 
action did not begin till late in the day, and, unfortunately 
sufficient day-light did not remain to do all that I could have 
wished , but the cavalry continued their pursuit by moon-light, 
and all the troops were under arms till a late hour m the night. 

I have the honour to enclose a return of our loss in this action 
The troops conducted themselves with their usual bravery The 
74th and 78th regiments had a particular opportunity of dis- 
tinguishing themselves, and have deserved and received my 
thanks I am also much indebted to Colonel Stevenson, for 
the advice and assistance I received from him , to the honourable 
Lieut -Colonel St Leger foi the manner in which he led on the 
British cavalry, and to Lieut -Colonels Wallace, Adams (who 
commanded Lieut -Colonel Harness’s brigade, the latter being 
absent on account of severe indisposition), Haliburton, Macleane, 
Pogson, and Major Huddlestone, who commanded brigades of 
cavalry and infantry, to Major Campbell commanding the 94th 
regiment , to Captain Beauman commanding the artillery wjith 
the division under my immediate command , to Captain Burke 
commanding the artillery with the subsidiary force , and to the 
officers of the staff with my division, and belonging to the 
subsidiary force 

I have also to mfoim your Excellency, that the Mogul cavalry 
under Salabut Khan, and the Mysore cavalry under Bistnapah 
Pundit, distinguished themselves. The former took a standard 
from Scmdiah’s troops 

The Mahratta cavalry were not engaged, as the person who 
went to them with orders, missed his road Amrut Rao was not 
in the action, as he had encamped some distance in my rear on 
the 28th, and he could not march the whole distance to Parterly 
yesterday morning, but he sent for ordeis as soon as he heard 
that I intended to attack the enemy 

I propose to march to-monow towaids Gawil-ghur, and I shall 
lose no time m attacking that place 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Excellency’s most obedient 
and faithful humble servant, 
Arthur Wellesley 
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4 Pacification and Results of the War 

59. The Marquess Wellesley to the Honouralble 
Major-General Wellesley 

Occasion and 1 csnlis of iJic wai% and consequent cJiai actci of the 

pacification 

Extract 

(Secret and Official) Fort William, Dec ir, 1803 
Sir, 

14 The just, ncccssaiy, and attainable conditions of peace will 
be cleaily ascertained by examining the causes, objects, and 
lesult of the uai, togetlici with the situation of the enemy at 
the present time 

15 The immediate cause of the wai was the icfusal of the 
confederates to scpaiate and withdiaw to their usual stations 

"within their icspectivc tciritoncs the aimies which they had 
assembled and united on the fiontier of oui ally the Soubadar 
of the Deccan, aftci having dcclaied that the intention of that 
junction was to decide, whcthci there should be peace or wai 
with the Biitish Govcinmcnt and its allies 

16 Undci these ciicumstances the continuance of the con- 
fcdeiatc army in the position which the chieftains appealed 
determined to maintain, uas a manifest indication of a design to 
frustrate by hostilities, 01 by the tenor of their arms, the opeia- 
tion of the alliance concluded between the Biitish Government 
and the Peishwa. and to distuib the tranquillity of the dominions 
of the Niram, and ultimately of the Company The union of 
the confcdciatc foiccs and their commanding and menacing 
position, afforded every advantage to the chieftains in piose- 
cuting the hostile design which they had manifested, and enabled 
the confcdciatcd chieftains to hold the issue of peace and wai 
in then hands, and to aibitiatc the fate of the Deccan according 
to then interests 01 capiicc 

17 At the same time the position and state of Scindiah’s 
forces, undei the command of his French ofhceis in Hmdostan, 
and the machinations of M Peiron with the adjoining states and 
with the subjects of the Company, and of the Viziei, manifested 
additional pioofs of the hostile designs of the confedeiates, and 
furnished those chieftains with additional means of piosecutmg 
such designs 

18 The piimary object of the wai oiigmating m these causes, 
was to depiive the confedeiates of the means which they possessed 
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of prosecuting their unwariantable designs^ and the general plan 
of military operations, connected with a corresponding system 
of political arrangement, was calculated to preclude the con- 
federates from levivmg the sources of that military and political 
power, which they had employed to disturb the security of our 
alliances, dependencies and dominions 

19 The power of Dowlut Rao Scindiah considered with 
relation to his means of affecting the security of the British 
empire m India, may be described to have consisted at the com- 
mencement of the war in the following branches of military and 
political resource 

First The efficient state of Scmdiah’s military establishment, 
under the diiection of European officers, and particularly the 
formidable condition of his regular infantry and artillery under 
the command of those officers 

Secondly The possession of an extensive and rich territory 
and of various strong forts, magazines, founderies and arsenals, 
with considerable supplies of ammunition and military stores, 
deposited in convenient stations upon our frontier, contiguous to 
the most vulneiable part of the British dominions in Hmdostan 
Thirdly The establishment of a large and well disciplined 
body of troops, with a formidable tram of aitillery, under the 
command of French officers within that teiiitory in Hmdostan 
Fourthly The actual assignment of that territory m Hin- 
dostan to the French officer holding the chief command of those 
troops 

Fifthly The possession of the person of his Majesty Shah 
Aulum, under the immediate power of the forces commanded by 
French officers in the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the 
exercise of the nominal authority of the Moghul through those 
French officers 

Sixthly The ascendancy established by the agency of the 
French officer in command of Scmdiah’s troops m the north- 
west of Hmdostan over the Rajpoot chieftains of Jynagur and 
Jodepoor, and other states and chieftains m the northern and 
western provinces of Hmdostan, and over many of the Seik 
chiefs and others, occupying the territory from the Jumna to the 
banks of the Indus, and the facility afforded by the advanced 
posts of M Perron’s army towaids the Indus of aiding the inva- 
sion of the British dominions thiough that quarter 

Seventhly. The facility which the possession of the sea-port of 
Baioach afforded to Scindiah of impioving his military establish- 
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ment, by the accession of Fiench oi othei Euiopean officeis, of 
militaiy supplies and stores, &c and even of a body of French or 
other European tioops. 

Eighthly The power of disturbing the tianquilhty of the 
possessions of the Guickowai, and of the Company in the pro- 
vince of Guzeiat, by means of Scmdiah’s intei mixed territoiies 
and foi tresses m that piovince, and by his claims and influence 
in that quarter 

Ninthly The power of disturbing the tranquillity of the state 
of Poonah, and the stability of our alliance with the Peishwa by 
Scindiah’s intermixed teiiitoiies and fortresses m the vicinity of 
Poonah, and to the southwaid of the iivei Taptee, especially 
the foi tress and teiiitoiy of Ahmednuggur, and by Scindiah’s 
various claims upon the state of Poonah, and by his influence at 
that court 

Tenthly Scindiah’s intermixed and bordeiing forti esses and 
possessions which enabled him to menace and disturb the 
dominions of the Soubadai of the Deccan, and to impaii the 
efficiency of the British alliance with that pi nice, and Scindiah’s 
vaiious claims upon the Soubadar of the Deccan, and conse- 
quent influence at Hyderabad 

Eleventhly The general magnitude, wealth and strength of 
Scindiah’s dominions and aimy, and the reputation of his military 
power from which he derived a general influence and ascendancy 
at Poonah and ovei all the Mahratta states, and even at Hyder- 
abad, which influence and ascendancy had been uniformly dii ected 
to injuie the Biitish powei 

20 Under this view of the condition of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
powei at the commencement of this war, it was dangerous to the 
Biitish empire 

First By the facilities which it afforded to the French of 
injuring the British interests in India, eithei m co-operation with 
Scindiah, 01 through the independent aid of his French and othei 
European officers 

Secondly By maintaining against the British Government a 
rival and hostile influence throughout every native state m India, 
and especially amongst our most important dependents and allies 
on the western side of India 

21 The danger aiising fiom the condition of the Rajah of 
Berar’s power with reference to the same considerations, appeared 
to be at the commencement of the war 

First A military force greatly inferior to Scindiah’s, m point 
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of discipline, numbeis, and aitilleiy, but fuinishmg a considerable 
accession to the geneial stiength of the confederacy against the 
British Government 

Secondly The possession of an extensive territory and several 
strong forts, commanding the dominions of the Company and the 
Soubadai of the Deccan, in seveial vulnerable points 

Thirdly The possession of the piovmce of Cuttack by which 
the Rajah of Beiar was enabled to mteirupt the communication 
between our noithern and southern possessions, to facilitate the 
invasion of Bengal and of the northein Ciicars, and to obtain the 
aid of French, and othei Euiopean officers, oi troops to be landed 
m the province of Cuttack 

Fourthly The mtermixtuie of the Rajah of Beiai’s posses- 
sions with those of the Soubadai of the Deccan, and his vexatious 
claims upon the Court of Hydciabad, and his consequent in- 
fluence at that court 

Fifthly The Rajah of Beiai’s pictensions to the Government 
of Poonah, and the ascendancy and influence vhich he derives 
from his descent, connected with the geneial magnitude of his 
dominions and resouices, with his supposed wealth, and with 
the hostile spirit which has been manifested by the state of Berar 
for many years in countei acting the interests of the British 
empire m India 

22 It IS not necessary to advert to the state of Holkar's 
powei, as he has not hitherto been considered to be a paity m 
the war 

23 It would also be supeifluous to enumeiate the special 
objects of the war, as they have been sufficiently described m the 
view which the preceding paragraphs contain of the condition of 
the enemy’s power at the commencement of the war 

24 The progiess of the war and the gloiious success of oui 
aims in Hmdostan and the Deccan, m Guzeiat, and Orissa, have 
actually accomplished eveiy requisite object with respect to the 
reduction of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s military and political power, 
have mateiially affected the Rajah of Berai, and have placed in 
our hands the means of establishing the security of the British 
interests against Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the Rajah of Berar, 
on foundations, which appear to promise considerable duration 

25 At the date of your last despatch, you could not have 
been apprized of the extent of Scindiah’s loss, and of our success 
against his power in ^very quarter in which it has been attacked 
These considerations however must form the basis of the con- 
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ditions which we aie empowered to lequire from Scmdiah at the 
conclusion of peace 

26 The French foice under the immediate command of M 
Perron in Hindostan has been completely destro3^ed, neaily the 
whole force of Scindiah’s legular battalions in Hindostan, and 
the Deccan, has been destroyed or dispeised by the victories 
obtained undei the personal command of his Excellency General 
Lake at Delhi on the iith of Septembei, and at Laswaree on 
the 1 st of Novembei, and undei youi personal command at 
Assye on the of September, and neaily the whole of 

Scindiah’s aitillery has been taken or destroyed The greater 
part of Scindiah’s European officers is now placed undei the 
protection of the British power The teiritory formerly pos- 
sessed by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, in the Doab of the Jumna 
and Ganges, and assigned to M Perron for the payment 
of the French force in Scindiah’s service has been subjected to 
our authority Scmdiah has lost the Forts of Delhi, Muttra and 
Agra, with the adjoining teiritoiy on the right bank of the 
Jumna, and a consideiable sum of money (twenty-four lacs of 
rupees) taken m the Foit of Agia, and five lacs of rupees at 
Delhi, with further sums of money taken at Allyghur, and m 
other places, and immediately divided by the troops after the 
seveial actions The person of his Majesty Shah Aulum and 
the royal family have been placed under the protection of the 
British power Scmdiah has been deprived of the means of 
availing himself of the connexion with the Seiks, with the 
Rajpoots and with all the chiefs and states m the north of 
Hindostan, and the alliance of several of those chieftains has 
been transferred to the British Government Begum Sumroo 
has placed herself under the protection of the British Govern- 
ment, and has recalled her battalions m the Deccan fiom 
Scindiah’s service From the state of the negotiation with 
Rajah Ambajee, at the date of our latest advices from his 
Excellency the Command ei-m-Chief, it may be expected that 
Scmdiah is now deprived of that poition of his territorial 
possessions in Hindostan, which was placed under the authority 
of Ambajee, and that Scmdiah has altogether lost the support 
of Ambajee’s power The sea-port of Baroach and its depen- 
dent territory, the Forts of Champaneei and Powanghur, with 
the whole of Scmdiah’s teiritory in the piovmce of Guzeiat, 
situated to the northward of Baroach, have been subjected to 
our authority The district of Godra has been occupied by our 
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troops The foit and teiritory of Ahmcdntiggur, with the city 
of Booihanpore, and the Foit of Assecighur, have also been 
subjected to the authoiity of the British Government, and the 
fort and district of Jalnapore, with other districts in the Dcccan, 
have been occupied by the combined armies of the Biitish 
Government^ and the Soubadar of the Deccan 

27 The loss sustained by the Rajah of Berar, must be 
considered sepaiately m any negotiation with that chief It 
is proper however to state that loss m this place, because it 
has diminished the power of Scindiah as a confcdeiate against 
the British Government and oui allies, m the fuither prosecution 
of the wai 

28 From the Rajah of Bcrai all the mtci mixed Mahiatta 
territories within the fiontier of the Company on the side of 
Midnapore,have been taken and annexed to the British dominions, 
and the valuable piovmce of Cuttack has also been subdued, and 
nearly settled The loss of Juggernaut must deeply affect the 
consideration of the Rajah of Beiar m the eyes of all the native 
powers It is also icasonable to suppose that the military force 
of the Rajah of Berar must have suffered considerably at the 
battle ofAssye, and dm mg his subsequent unsuccessful operations, 
until the period of his disgraceful retieat to his own territoiies 

29 Under these circumstances the power and dominion of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah must be consideied to have suffered a 
degree of reduction nearly amounting to total rum , and the 
Rajah of Berar with such reduction as he has suffered m his 
sepal ate resources, appears to be at the mercy of the Biitish 
Government for the lemamder of his possessions, without any 
further hope (m the event of a continuance of the war) than 
that which he may found on the existing remnant of Scindiah ’s 
power. 

40 The restoration to Dowlut Rao Scindiah of any part of 
the teriitoiies conquered from that chieftain is therefore to be 
viewed as an act of mere concession, and liberal clemency on 
the part of the British Government, pioceedmg from those 
principles of model ation and piudence, which constitute the 
foundations of our policy in India. 

41 It would neither be just, humane, noi honourable to insist 
upon the reduction of Scmdiah’s power to any extent unnecessary 
to secure the just objects of the war, together with the safety of 
the British powei and its allies. The British Government will 
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never deem any course of policy to be consistent with its wisdom 
and true interests, which is repugnant to the genuine dictates of 
justice, humanity and honour 

43 My duty requires me to employ every effort to reduce the 
power of the enemy within the bounds prescribed by the security 
of the mteiests committed to my chaige, but it would be equally 
injurious to the gloiy and powei of this government to prosecute 
war for the purposes of vengeance, and to urge the fall of 
a conquered enemy beyond the limits of our own safety and 
self-defence 


60 Treaty of Deoganm 

Treaty of Peace between the Honojirable English East India 
Company and their Allies, on the one part, and Senak Saheb 
Soubah Ragojec Bhooslah, on the other, settled by Major- 
General Wellesley, on the part of the Honourable Company 
and their allies, and by Jeswunt Rao Ramchnnder, on the 
pait of Senah Saheb Soubah Ragojee Bhooslah, who have 
each communicated to the other their full powers 

Art I There shall be perpetual peace and friendship 
between the honourable Company and their allies on the one 
pait, and Senah Saheb Soubah Ragojee Bhooslah, on the other 
Art. 3 Senah Saheb Soubah Ragojee Bhooslah cedes to the 
honourable Company and their allies, m perpetual sovereignty, the 
piovince of Cuttack, including the port and district of Balasore 
Art 3 He likewise cedes to the honourable Company and 
their allies, in peipetual soveieignty, all the teriitories, of which 
he has collected the revenues, in participation with the Soubah- 
dar of the Deccan, and those of which he may have possession, 
which are to the westward of the iiver Wuidah 

Art 4 It is agieed, that the frontier of Senah Saheb Soubah, 
towards the territoiies of his Highness the Soubahdai of the 
Deccan, shall be formed, to the west, by the river Wurdah, from 
its issue fiom the Injardy hills, to its junction with the Goda- 
very The hills on which are the forts of Nernallah and 
Gawulghur, are to be in the possession of Senah Saheb Soubah, 
and every thing south of those hills, and to the west of the river 
Wurdah is to belong to the British Government and their 
allies 

Art. 5 Districts amounting to foui lacs of rupees per annum, 

E e 
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contiguous to, and to the south of the forts of Neinallah and 
Gawulghur, aie to be given over to Senah Saheb Soubah 
Those districts are to be fixed upon by Major-Geneial Wel- 
lesley, and deliveied over to Senah Saheb Soubah at the same 
time with the foits 

Art 6 Senah Saheb Soubah, for himself, his hens and 
successois, entirely i enounces all claims of every description 
on the teriitories of the Biitish Government and their allies, 
ceded by the 2d, 3d, and 4th Ai tides, and on all the teiiitories 
of his Highness the Soubahdai of the Deccan 

Art. 7 The honouiable Company engage, that they will 
mediate and aibitiate accoiding to the principles of justice, any 
disputes 01 diffeienccs that may now exist, or may hereafter 
aiise, between the honouiable Company’s allies, Secunder Jah 
Bahaudur, his heirs and successois, and Rao Pundit Purdhaun, 
Ills hens and successors 1 espectively, and Senah Saheb Soubah 

Art 8 Senah Saheb Soubah engages never to take or 1 etain in 
his service, any Fienchman, 01 the subject of any other European 
or American powei, the government of which may be at war 
with the British Government, or any Biitish subject, whether 
European 01 Indian, without the consent of the British Govern- 
ment The honourable Company engage on their part, that they 
will not give aid or countenance to any discontented lelations, 
Rajahs, Zemindars, or othei subjects of Senah Saheb Soubah, 
who may fly fiom, or lebel against, his authority. 

Art 9 In ordei to secuie and impiove the relations of amity 
and peace heieby established between the governments, it is 
agreed, that acci edited ministeis from each shall reside at the 
court of the othei 

Art 10 Ceitam tieaties have been made by the British 
Government with feudatoiies of Senah Saheb Soubah These 
treaties are to be confiimed Lists of the persons with whom 
such treaties have been made, will be given to Senah Saheb 
Soubah, when this treaty will be ratified by his Excellency, the 
Governor-General m council 

Art 1 1 Senah Saheb Soubah hereby renounces, for himself, 
his heirs and successors, all adheience to the confedeiacy formed 
by him and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and other Mahratta chiefs, to 
attack the honouiable Company and then allies He engages 
not to assist those chiefs if the war with them should still 
continue 

Art. 12. This treaty of peace is to be ratified by Senah Saheb 
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Soubah within eight days fiom this time, and the latification is 
to be delivered to Major-General Wellesley, at which time the 
orders foi the cession of the ceded teiritories are to be delivered 
and the tioops are to withdraw Majoi-General Wellesley 
engages that the treaty shall be ratified by his Excellency the 
most noble the Governor-General m Council, and that the rati- 
fication shall be dehveied m two months fiom this date. 

Arthur Wellesley, Major-General 
Jeswunt Rao Ramchunder, on the part of 
Senah Saheb Soubah 

Done m Camp atDeogaum, this 17th December 1803, answer- 
ing to the ad Ramzaun 1213 Fusslee 

61 Treaty of Surje Anjengaum 

Treaty of Peace betiveen the Honourable English East India 
Company and their Allies on the one part^ and the Maharajah 
- Ah Jah Dowliit Rao Scindiah on the other , settled by Major- 
General JV ellesley on the part of the Honourable Company and 
their Allies, and by Eetul Mahadeo, Moonshee Kavel Nyn, 
Jesivunt Rao Goorparah Ameer-ool-Omi ah, and Naroo Hurry, 
on the part of the Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who have 
each communicated to the other their full powers 

Art I There shall be perpetual peace and friendship be- 
tween the honourable Company and their allies, on the one part, 
and the Mahaiajah Ah Jah Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the other 
Art a The Mahaiajah cedes to the honourable Company 
and their allies m perpetual sovereignty, all his forts, territories, 
and rights m the Doab or country situated between the Jumna 
and Ganges , and all his forts, teiritories, rights and interests 
in the countiies which are to the northward of those of the 
Rajahs of Jeypoor and Joudpoor and of the Ranah of Gohud ; 
of which territories, &c a detailed list is given m the accompany- 
ing schedule Such countries formerly in the possession of the 
Maharajah situated between Jeypoor and Joudpoor, and to the 
southward of the former, are to belong to the Maharajah 

Art 3 The Maharajah likewise cedes to the honourable 
Company and their allies in perpetual sovereignty, the fort of 
Baroach and territory depending thereon, and the fort of Ahmed- 
nuggur and territoiy depending thereon , excepting those lands 
which it is agreed by Article 8th of this tieaty, that the Maha- 
rajah IS to retain. 
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scindiah's cessions excepted districts 


Art 4 The Maharajah likewise cedes to the honourable 
Company and their allies, all the teriitoiies which belonged to 
him previous to the breaking out of the war, which are situated 
to the southward of the hills, called the Adjuntee hills, including 
the foit and district of Jalnapore, the town and district of Ganda- 
pore, and all othei districts between that lange of hills and the 
river Godavery 

Art 5 The Mahaiajah Ah Jah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, for 
himself, his heirs and successors, hereby renounces all the claim 
to the foits, teriitoiies, rights and mteiests, ceded by the 2d, 3d, 
and 4th ai tides , and all claims of eveiy desciiption upon the 
British Government, and their allies the Soubahdar of the Deccan, 
the Peishwa, and Anund Rao Guikwar 

Art 6 The foit of Asseeighui, the city of Boorhanpoie, the 
forts of Po wanghur and Dohud, and the ten itories m Candeish, 
and Guzeiat, depending on these foits, shall be lestored to the 
Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

Art 7 Whereas the Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah has 
represented that his family have long held m Enaum as a gift 
from the kings of Hmdostan, the distiicts of Dhoolpoor-Baiee, 
and Rajah-Kerrah, which are situated to the noithwaid of the 
countries of the Rajahs of Jeypoor and Joudpoor, and of the 
Ranah of Gohud, and that lands m Hmdostan, ceded by the 2d 
Aiticle of this tieaty to the honourable Company and their 
allies, are held in Jaghire by peisons of the family of the late 
Madhajee Scmdiah, and others by principal Sirdais m his service, 
all of whom would suffer distiess, if deprived of the advantages 
they enjoy m those countries it is agreed, that the Maharajah 
shall continue to hold and enjoy m Enaum the lands of Dhool- 
pooi-Baree, and Rajah-Keiiah , and that Bala Baye Sahib, and 
Munsoor Sahib, Moonshee Kavel Nyn, Boogajee Jamdah, 
Amrajee Jadhoo, and Wirdah Charie, shall continue to hold 
their lands m Jaghire, under the protection of the honouiable 
Company and fuither, m order that no individual may incur 
loss or suffer distress m consequence of this arrangement, it is 
agreed, that the honourable Company shall either pay pensions, 
or grant lands m Jaghire, according to the option of the Biitish 
Government, to ceitam other Sirdars and others to be named by 
the Maharajah, piovided that the total amount of the sums paid, 
or Jaghires granted 01 held, does not exceed seventeen lacs of 
rupees per annum, including the annual value of the lands, 
which it IS agreed by this Article that Bala Baye Sahib, Munsoor 
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Sahib, Moonsliee Kavel Nyn, Boogajee Jamdah, Amrajee Jadhoo, 
and Wiidah Chane, aie to continue to hold , and provided that 
no troops in the service of 'the Maharajah are to be introduced 
into Dhoolpoor-Baree and Rajah-Keirah, or the othei lands held 
in Jaghiie, under the pietence of collecting the revenue, or any 
other pietence whatevei 

Art 8 Whereas the Mahaiajah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah has 
represented that his family have long held in Enaum certain 
lands, villages, &c in the teiiitoiies of Rao Pundit Purdhaun, 
VIZ Chomargoondee Pergunna, Jamgaum, Ranjmgaum, half of 
Seo Gaum Peigunna, six villages m Umber Peigunna, five 
villages in Pytun Pergunna, five villages in Niwaz Pergunna, five 
villages in Kurla Peigunna, six villages m Poonah Peigunna, 
two villages in Wahy Pergunna, six villages m Patutood Per- 
gunna, five villages m Pandipeergaum Peigunna, five villages in 
Pagood Peigunna, two villages in Painyia Peigunna, which have 
lately been taken possession of by the British Government and 
then allies , it is agreed, that those lands and villages shall be 
lestoied to him, provided that no tioops shall evei be mtioduced 
into those lands and villages, under pretence of collecting the 
levenues, or any other pretence whatevei 

Art 9 Certain tieaties have been made by the British 
Government with Rajahs and others heretofoie feudatories of the 
Maharajah Ah Jah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah These treaties are to 
be confirmed, and the Maharajah hereby renounces all claims 
upon the peisons with whom such treaties have been made, and 
declares them to be independent of his government and authority, 
provided that none of the terntoiies belonging to the Mahaiajah, 
situated to the southward of those of the Rajahs of Jeypoor and 
Joudpoor, and the Ranah of Gohud, of which the revenues have 
been collected by him or his Aumildars, or have been applicable 
as Suiinjamee to the payment of his troops, are granted away 
by such treaties Lists of the persons with whom such treaties 
have been made will be given to the Maharajah Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, wdien this treaty wull be ratified by his Excellency the 
Govei nor-Genei al 

Art jo No person whatever is heieafter to be molested on 
account of the part which he may have taken m the present w’^ar. 

Art II It is agreed that the rights of his Highness the 
Peishwa to ceitam lands m Malwa, and elsewheie, shall be 
established as heretofoie, and m case any diffeience should 
aiise respecting those lights, it is agreed that the honourable 
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Company shall mediatOj arbitrate and decide according to the 
principles of justice between his Highness and the Maharajah, 
and whatever shall be thus decided, will be agreed to by both 
parties, and will be carried into execution 

Art 12 The Maharajah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah hereby re- 
nounces all claims upon his Majesty Shah Alum, and engages 
on his pait to mterfeie no fuither in the affairs of his Majesty 

Art 13 The Maharajah Ah Jah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
engages never to take or retain in his service any Frenchman, 
or the subject of any other European or American power, the 
Government of which may be at war with the British Govern- 
ment , or any British subject, whether European or native of 
India, without the consent of the British Government 

Art 14 In order to secuie and improve the relations of 
amity and peace heieby established between the Governments, 
it IS agreed, that accredited mimsteis from each shall reside at 
the court of the other 

Art 15 The honouiable Company being bound by treaties 
of general defensive alliance with his Highness the Soubahdar 
of the Deccan, and his Highness Rao Pundit Purdhaun, to 
which the Maharajah Ah Jah Dowlut Rao Scmdiah is desirous 
of acceding, he is to be admitted to the benefits thereof, and 
the honourable Company, with a view to the future security of 
the Maharajah’s territoiies, engage m the event of his agreeing 
to the tieaty above-mentioned, m two months to furnish him- 
with a force consisting of six battalions of mfantiy, with their 
complement of ordnance and artillery, and usual equipments 
of Militaiy stoies, &c and the expense of this force is to be 
defiayed out of the levenues of the lands ceded by the 2d, 3dj 
and 4th Articles But it is agreed, that m case it should suit 
the interests of the Maharajah’s Government to decline to enter 
into the treaty above-mentioned, such lefusal shall not affect 
any of the stipulations of this treaty of peace, which are m every 
lespect to be binding on the contracting parties, their heirs and 
successors 

Art 16 This treaty is to be ratified by the Maharajah 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah m eight days from this time, and the 
ratification is to be dehveied to Major-General Wellesley 

Major-General Wellesley engages that it shall be ratified by 
his Excellency the most noble the Governor-General m Council, 
and the latifications shall be dehveied to the Mahaiajah m thiee 
months, or soonei, if possible 
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The 01 dels for the cession of the territories shall be delivered 
to Major-Geneial Wellesley at the same time with the ratifica- 
tion of the tieaty of peace, but the foits of Asseerghur, Pow- 
anghur, and Dohud, are not to be delivered up, till accounts 
will have been received that the teiritories ceded, have been 
evacuated by the Mahaiajah’s officeis and tioops 

Arthur Wellesley, 
Eetul Mahadeo, 

Kavel Nyn, 

JESWUNT RAO GOORPARAH, 
Naroo Hurry. 

Done in Camp at Surje Anjengaum, this 30th of December 
1803, answering to the 15th Ramzaun 1213 Fusslee 


62 The Marquess Wellesley to the Honourable the Secret 
Committee of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

Partition of Mahratta Conquests 

Fort William, June 10, 1804 

Honourable Siis, 

At the earliest practicable peiiod of time, after the conclusion 
of peace with the confederated Mahiatta chieftains, the attention 
of the Governor- General 111 Council was diiected to the impor- 
tant object of establishing the general principle which should 
regulate the partition of our late acquisitions (under the treaties 
of peace with Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar,) 
between the Biitish Government and its allies, and of applying 
that principle to the circumstances of those states v/hich were 
to be consideied as allies m the war, and the Governor-General 
in Council now deems it his duty to communicate to your 
honourable Committee the sentiments and resolutions of the 
Governor-General in Council on that important subject 

With a view to determine and to apply the principle of 
partition of conquests, it was necessaiy to decide, istly, what 
states of India should be considered as the allies of the British 
Government in the late wai , 2dl3'', what states possessed a 
positive right to participate in our conquests , and 3dly, whether 
it was expedient to admit the participation of any of the allies, 
who might not be considered to possess a positive light to 
participate m oui conquests, and to what extent the admission 
of such participation might be deemed politic and just 
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The Governoi-Geneial in Council was decidedly of opinion 
that the only states which could properly be considered as allies 
of the British Government in the late war were those of the 
Peishwa^ and the Soubahdai of the Deccan The nature of the 
relations and the engagements subsisting between the British 
Government and the states of Mysore and of the Guickwar (the 
troops of which, particularly of the former, were employed in- 
the prosecution of the war) is not such as to place them in the 
condition of the allies designated by the treaty of peace with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah of Berar, nor was it pro- 
bable that the governments of either of those states entertained 
any expectation of benefiting by the result of the war in any 
othei manner than by acquiring an additional degree of security 
m the peaceable enjoyment of their respective rights and 
possessions 

The Governoi-Geneial m Council, however, was decidedly 
of opinion that none of the states of India claiming to be 
allies of the British Government, could justly found a right 
to paiticipate m the conquests of the war, merely on the 
declaration contained m the treaties of peace, that the cessions 
were made generally in favour of the British Government and 
its allies 

This declaration was introduced into the treaties of peace 
with leference, first, to the engagements actually subsisting 
between the British Government and the Soubahdai of the 
Deccan, by which that Prince is entitled, under certain con- 
siderations, to paiticipate equally with the British Government 
m the conquests of joint war 2dly To the declared intention 
of the Governor-General to admit the Peishwa also to a par- 
ticipation in the conquests of the late war, m such a proportion 
and in such a manner as should appear to be expedient on 
the conclusion of a general peace That declaration was not 
intended to convey to any of the allies any light of participation 
which they did not possess on other grounds 

If a contrary principle were admitted, a right of equal par- 
ticipation on the part of the allies could not justly be denied, 
and that right must have been recognized independently of the 
conduct of the allies during the war, and with respect to the 
Soubahdar of the Deccan, independently of his fulfilment of 
those conditions, on which alone his light of equal participation 
IS stipulated by positive treaty to depend This could not 
be supposed to have been in the contemplation of either 
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of the contiactmg paities at the conclusion of the tieaties of 
peace 

The states of H3^derabad and Poonah, therefore, being the 
only states which could be considered as allies of the British 
Government in the late wai, it became necessary to determine 
whethei either or both of those states possessed a right to par- 
ticipate in our conquests , and undei the defect of right, whether 
eithei 01 both those states should be admitted, on principles 
of expedienc}'- and policy, to a participation 

By the 3d of the secret and separate articles of the treaty 
of Hydeiabad concluded m October 1800, his Highness the 
Soubahdar of the Deccan is entitled to participate equally with 
the British Government in the conquests of joint war on certain 
conditions With a view, theiefoie, to determine whether his 
Highness possessed a right to participate m the conquests of 
the late war, it was necessaiy to examine m what degree his 
Highness had fulfilled the conditions on which that right was 
stipulated to depend 

It is declaied m the 3d of the separate and seciet articles of 
that tieaty, that ‘ 111 the event of war, his Highness shall be 
entitled to participate equallj^ with the other contracting parties 
in the division of any territory which may be acquii ed by the 
successful exertions of their united aims, provided his Highness 
the Nawaub Asaph Jah shall have faithfully fulfilled all the 
stipulations of the pieceding tieaty, especially those contained 
in the 1 2th and 13th articles thereof’ 

The obligation imposed upon his Highness the Soubahdar 
of the Deccan by the I 3 th and 13th articles is, that in the event 
of war, his Highness shall fuinish a force of 6,000 infantry and 
9,000 cavalry, to act with the subsidiaiy force , that his High- 
ness shall also employ eveiy further effort in his powei for the 
purpose of bunging into the field, as speedily as possible, the 
whole force which he may be able to supply from his dominions, 
and that his Highness shall collect as many Bunjairahs as 
possible, and shall store as much giain as may be piacticable m 
his frontier gairisons In other words, his Highness is required 
to unite cordially with the Biitish Government m the prose- 
cution of the supposed war, and to combine with the exertions 
of the British powei, all the force and lesources of his own state, 
as the condition of his being entitled to participate equally with 
the Biitish Government in the teiiitories which maj^ be acquiied 
by the war 
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Although the conduct of the state of Hyderabad, during the 
late war with the confederated Mahiatta chieftains, is described 
in the course of the narrative of transactions contained in our 
despatch to your honourable Committee of the 12th of April, 
the Governor-General m Council deems it proper with a view to 
trace distinctly the grounds of his decision on the question of 
his Highnesses right of participation to repeat on this occasion 
the leading facts of the case 

After long and urgent solicitation on the part of the Resident 
at Hyderabad, a body of his Highness’s troops, amounting 
nearly to the number stipulated by tieaty, joined the subsidiary 
force, and the general conduct of those tioops was consistent 
with the obligations of the treaty In other respects, however, 
the state of Hyderabad altogether failed in the discharge of the 
duties of an ally, and the conduct of his Highness’s officers was 
of a nature actually hostile to the British Government 

At an early period of the war Major-General Wellesley was 
invested by his late Highness the Nizam with a general power 
of control over the officeis of his Highness’s government on 
the western frontiei of his dominions That power of control, 
however, proved entirely nugatory The ordeis of Major- 
General Wellesley were utterly disiegarded , every exertion on 
the part of his Highness’s officers in facilitating the movement 
and supply of the British troops, and in opposing those of the 
enemy, was insidiously withheld or directly lefused, and his 
Highness’s officers not only neglected to stoie gram in the 
frontier garrisons for the service of the combined troops m con- 
formity to an express stipulation in the treaty of Hyderabad, 
but refused to fuinish any supplies, and even to peimit the 
purchase of gram in his Highness’s territory for the use of the 
British army 

His Highness’s officer commanding the foit of Dowlutabad 
refused admission to the sick and wounded of the Biitish troops 
engaged in the battle of Assye The Killadar of Dhaiore 
refused to give protection under the guns of his fort to a convoy 
proceeding with supplies to the army, without ordeis foi that 
puipose from the Court of Hyderabad, and the Killadar of 
Budnapoie actually fired upon a detachment of Biitish troops 
on its march to join Majoi-Geneial Wellesley 

Although the conduct of his Highness’s officeis may be 
asciibed in a great measuie to the weakness of his government, 
yet the sentiments which his Highness Secunder Jah himself is 
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stated to have declared upon that occasion^ justify a suspicion 
that their hostile conduct was encouraged by his Highness 
The Governoi -General in Council heie refers to a declaration of 
his Highness to Azim Ool Omrah, lepoited by that mmistei to 
the Resident of Hyderabad, and communicated in a despatch 
fiom the Resident of the 13111 October 1803, that it was not 
necessaiy foi him to attend to all the remonstrances of the 
Biitish Government on the subject of the conduct of his officers , 
that ‘ no appi ehension should for instance be entertained on the 
lepresentations that had lately been made to him regarding the 
Killadar of Dharore and otheis, for that it was not stipulated 
m any part of his engagements that British officers and their 
tioops should positively be admitted within the forts of his 
government, and that it was a matter of equal indifference 
whether the Killadars did or did not admit them ’ 

These unwaiiantable sentiments, and those which his High- 
ness IS stated by the Resident to entertain generally with regard 
to the alliance subsisting between the Biitish Government and 
the state of Hydeiabad, accompanied by the several acts enume- 
lated in the preceding paragraph, aie manifestly inconsistent 
with a due attention to the obligations of the alliance 

In addition to these facts, it was manifest that his Highness 
did not, agreeably to the spiiit of his engagements, combine 
with the exeitions of the British power all the force and 
resources of his own state for the prosecution of the war, and 
consequently did not fulfil the conditions on which he would 
be entitled to participate equally in the conquests which have 
resulted from the wai 

The conclusion of any engagements between states necessaiily 
supposes the ability, as well as the disposition of both parties, 
to fulfil the obligations of them Admitting theiefoie that the 
conduct of his Highness’s officeis oiigmated m causes wholly 
independent of his Highness’s control, and that his Highness 
was piecluded by the inherent vices and defects of his Govern- 
ment, from applying the lesouices of the state to the promotion 
of the common cause, his Highness could not consistently with 
the acknowledged principles of leciprocity, be permitted to 
claim the benefit of this aigument, and to found a right to an 
equal participation of conquests on his inability to fulfil the 
conditions on which alone that right was admitted to exist 

Independently of these consideiations, howevei, his High- 
ness’s claim to an equal paiticipation is precluded by the tenor 
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of the 15th article of the tieaty of peace with Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, combined with the actual conclusion of defensive and 
subsidiary engagements between the British Government and 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah on the basis of that article 

It IS stated in that article that if Dowlut Rao Scmdiah shall 
consent to the conclusion of a subsidiary tieaty, the chaiges of 
the subsidiary force consisting of six battalions of infantry, with 
their complement of ordnance and artillery, and usual equipment 
of military stores, &c , shall be defrayed out of the revenues of 
the lands ceded by the 2d, 3d, and 4th ai tides of the treaty of 
peace , his Highness therefore could not justly claim an equal 
share m the lands on which are charged the expense of the 
subsidiary force to be furnished by the British Government to 
Scmdiah, and the Governor-General in Council is decidedly of 
opinion, that under a just construction of the 15th article of the 
treaty of Serji Anjengaum, combined with the provisions of 
the subsidiary engagement lately concluded with Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, his Highness the Soubahdar could not claim any 
poition of the teriitory ceded by the 2d, 3d, and 4th articles of 
the treaty of Serji Anjengaum, because the British Government 
being pledged by the subsidiary and defensive engagements 
concluded with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, eventually to employ the 
whole power and resources of the state for the defence of that 
chieftain’s rights and possessions, the lands on which are charged 
the expense of the subsidiary force, may be justly considered to 
be assigned for all the actual and contingent charges of fulfilling 
that obligation of our defensive engagements It was also 
evident that those teiritories are subject to other charges 
connected with the general principles of the pacification, and 
that from the revenues arising out of those territories must be 
defrayed the expense of piovidmg for Scindiah’s principal 
officers and chiefs, and certain blanches of his family, as well as 
for the charges incidental to our engagements with several chiefs 
and states m Hmdostan, and for the maintenance of the king 
and the family 

It follows from this statement, that if his Highness the 
Soubahdar of the Deccan had maintained a claim to an equal 
participation of conquests, he must also be subjected to an 
equal share of the chaiges incidental to the secuiity of those 
conquests, and resulting from the general pimciples of the 
pacification If, therefore, the estimated value of all the ces- 
sions made to the allies by the peace were opposed to the 
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necessaiy charges of the whole arrangement, there can be no 
doubt that his Highness the Soubahdar’s share of the profits 
of the war would be gieatly inferior to that which has actually- 
been assigned to him, added to the positive gam which his 
Highness has acquired by the total abrogation of the claims of 
the Rajah of Berai and Dowlut Rao Scmdiah on his Highness’s 
government under the distinct provisions of an article m the 
ti eaties of peace with each of those chieftains 

Although his Highness the Soubahdar of the Deccan cannot 
be considered to possess on any ground a right to an equal par- 
ticipation m the teiritories acquired by the late war, a question 
maybe supposed to exist, whether his Highness was not entitled 
to a share of the conquests proportioned to the degree m which 
he contributed the aid of his troops in the prosecution of the war 
On this subject it may be obseived, ist, that the conditions on 
which his Highness’s right of participation depends are absolute, 
and that the engagement does not state any obligation on our 
part dependent on a partial execution of those conditions on the 
part of his Highness, and 2 dly, that no definite principle of 
compaiison can be established between the benefit which our 
cause may have derived from the co-operation of his Highness’s 
troops, and any piecise proportion of territory to be assigned as 
an equivalent to his Highness 

Under the circumstances above stated, the only points con- 
nected with the interests of the Soubahdar of the Deccan which 
remained to be decided weie — 

1st Whether his Highness the Soubahdar of the Deccan 
should be admitted to any shaie of the conquered territory^ and 
if this question were decided m the affirmative 

2dly Whether without reference to the conduct of his 
Highness’s government during the war, such territory should 
be assigned to his Highness on the ground of his Highness’s 
right to participate m the conquests of the war, or simply as a 
gratuitous cession on the part of the British Government, on 
grounds distinct from any question of a right to paiticipation of 
conquests ? 

3 dly What territoiy should be assigned to his Highness if 
he should be permitted to retain any part of the conqueied 
countries ^ 

With regard to the first point the Goveinor-Geneial m Council 
was of opinion that, adverting to considerations of a political 
nature, and to the local position of a considerable part of the 
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conquered terntory-j it was expedient to assign a certain portion 
of it to his Highness the Soubahdar 

On the 2d question, as the Soubahdar possessed no positive 
right to any precise portion of our conquests, it appeared to be 
just and expedient that the territory to be assigned to the 
Soubahdar of the Deccan should be consideied as a gratuitous 
cession to his Highness on the part of the British Government, 
and not surrendeied to his Highness on the ground of his light 
to participation in the conquests effected during the war. 

The teriitoiies which it was expedient to cede to his Highness 
the Soubahdar of the Deccan, were obviously those which were 
intei mixed with his Highness’s present possessions, or were con- 
tiguous to them. 

Those teriitoiies are, ist, the districts, of which the Rajah of 
Berar collected the revenues in participation with the Soubahdar 
of the Deccan, and generally all the territory formerly m the 
possession of the Rajah of Beiar, situated to the southward of 
the hills, on which are the forts of Nai nulla and Gawilghur, and 
to the westwaid of the river Wurdah, ceded by the 3d and 4th 
articles of the treaty of Deogaum, excepting only such districts 
as are stipulated by the 5th article of that treaty to remain m the 
possession of the Rajah of Berai 

2dly The districts ceded by the 4th article of the treaty of 
peace with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, viz those which are situated 
to the southward of the Adjuntee hills, including the fort and 
district of Jalnapoor, the town and district of Gondapore, and 
all other districts formerly belonging to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
situated between that lange of hills and the river Godavery 

These territories had already been placed under the charge of 
his Highness’s officers by the honouiable Major-General Wel- 
lesley, under an expiess declaration on the part of that officer 
that his Highness’s permanent appropriation of those territories 
must be subject to the futuie resolution of the Governoi -General 
m Council 

Upon the grounds detailed in the preceding part of this letter, 
the Governor-Geneial in Council resolved to annex those terri- 
tories permanently to the dominions of the Soubahdar of the 
Deccan 

The Goveinor-Geneial m Council now proceeds to state to 
your honourable Committee his sentiments with regard to the 
question of a right to participate m the acquisitions of the late 
war, as applicable to our ally the Peishwa, and the arrangements 
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which the Govei 1101 -General m Council finally adopted in favour 
of his Flighness undei the acquisitions lesultmgfrom the successes 
of the war 

The tieaty of Bassein is framed on the basis of the treaties 
concluded with the Nizam in October, 1800 It stipulates for the 
aid of a certain portion of the Peishwa’s troops in the event of 
a war, but does not pi o vide foi his Highness’s participation m 
any conquests which may be achieved by the war 

Admitting, therefore, that the Peishwa had furnished the 
stipulated numbei of troops foi the prosecution of the late war, 
he would have acquired no light to participate in the conquests 
which have resulted from it It was unnecessary, therefore, to 
enter into any discussion on the question of his Highness’s light 
of participation, founded on the consideiation of his having con- 
tributed to the suppoit of the common cause in the degree in 
which the weakness and confusion of his Highness’s government 
admitted of his co-operation The peculiar circumstances of his 
Highness’s situation rendeied such a pretension in the highest 
degree exorbitant and unreasonable 

The wai oiigmated in the measuies adopted by the British 
Government for the restoration of his Highness from a state of 
exile and of personal danger to his legitimate dominions, and to 
a condition of comparative dignity and permanent security 

The utmost limit of the Peishwa’s just and reasonable expec- 
tations was attained in the pieservation of his dominion, by the 
result of the war, from the violence and ambition of external and 
domestic enemies His Excellency in Council, therefore, could 
discern no giound of claim on the part of the Peishwa, to a 
participation of conquests effected in the defence of his Highness’s 
rights and possessions by the exertions of the British arms and 
the wisdom of British councils, not only unaided by any efforts on 
the part of his Highness, but m some points impeded by the 
unaccommodating and vindictive spirit of his Highness’s policy. 

1 he Peishwa could not in the judgment of the Governor-General 
in Council establish any pietension to paiticipate in the tern- 
tones acquiied by those arduous exertions of the British arms, 
to which his Highness was exclusively indebted for the existence 
of his power. 

The restoration of the Peishwa’s legitimate authority, together 
with the recoveiy of the dominions which he possessed previously 
to his expulsion from Poonah, and with the piovisions established 
for securing his Highness in his state and actual possessions, 
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appeared to the Governor-General in Council to constitute an 
ample participation in the success of the war, and in the benefits 
of the peace 

Considerations of policy, however, suggested the expedience of 
admitting the Peishwa to a participation in our late conquests 

The jealousy with which the Peishwa contemplated an intimate 
connexion with the British Government prevented his acceptance 
of our proposals foi the conclusion of a defensive alliance until 
the successful rebellion of Jeswunt Rao Holkar had subveited his 
government, and had compelled him to abandon his capital 

The Peishwa has expeiienced the benefits of that alliance by 
his restoration to the exercise of his legitimate authority, under 
the protection of the British arms and of the British power 

The Governor-Geneial in Council, however, was of opinion 
that the characteristic jealousy of the Peishwa could not be 
completely eradicated until he should be satisfied by a further 
experience of the model ation and liberality of our pioceedings 
under the alliance, that it is our object rathei to augment than 
to impair the power, and resources of his government The 
assignment of a poition of our recent conquests to the Peishwa, 
under the total defect of his Highness’s right to participate in 
them, founded eithei on the obligations of tieaty or on the aid 
which his Highness contributed in the piosecution of the war, 
was calculated m the judgment 'of the Governor-Geneial in 
Council to impress upon his Highness’s mind the most favourable 
opinion of the equity and liberality of the British Government, 
to encourage his confidence m its public faith and honour, and to 
fix his attachment to the alliance, as well as to elevate the 
fame and character of the Biitish Government in the judgment 
of eveiy state m India 

For these reasons his Excellency m Council deemed it advis- 
able to assign to the Peishwa as large a portion of our late 
teiritorial acquisitions as could be conveniently annexed to his 
dominions, consistently with the security of our own rights and 
possessions, and with the arrangements which the Governoi- 
General m Council had resolved to accomplish m favour of our 
ally the Soubahdar of the Deccan 

His Excellency m Council accordingly resolved that the city 
and piovmce of Ahmednuggui, excepting such portion of the 
latter as was lestored to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah by the teims of 
the treaty of peace, should be annexed to the Peishwa’s 
dominions 
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Upon the basis of the obsen'^ations and resolutions stated in 
the preceding part of this despatch, instructions were transmitted 
to the Residents at the courts of Hydeiabad and Poonah, under 
the date the 30th of March, 1804, directing those officers to com- 
municate to their Highnesses the Soubahdar of the Deccan and 
the Peishwa respectively, the territorial airangements which the 
Governor-General in Council had resolved to adopt m favour of 
their Highnesses, and to be piepared to oppose any assumption 
on the part of their Highnesses of a right to participate m the 
conquests of the war. The Resident at Poonah was especially 
directed to endeavour to impress upon the mind of the Peishwa 
a just sense of the hbeiahty of the British Government m assign- 
ing to his Highness so valuable a portion of our recent conquests, 
under the total defect of his Highness’s right to participate in them, 
founded either on the stipulations of the treaty, or on the aid 
afforded by his Highness m the promotion of the common cause. 

The draft of a treaty of partition fiamed m conformity to the 
resolutions above described, was at the same time transmitted to 
the Residents at Hyderabad and Poonah respectively, with 
directions to obtain the seals and signatuies of their Highnesses 
the Soubahdar of the Deccan and the Peishwa to separate 
treaties to be prepared m confoimity to that draft 

The Governor-General m Council deeming the period of 
adjusting the participation of conquests to be the fittest oppor- 
tunity for obtaining their Highnesses the Soubahdar’s and the 
Peishwa’s ratification of the treaties of peace concluded with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, transmitted with 
his instructions to the Residents on the subject of a partition of 
conquests, copies of those treaties directing the Residents to 
present to their Highnesses the Soubahdar of the Deccan and 
the Peishwa respectively, copies of those treaties, m order that 
their Highnesses might affix their seals to each of those treaties 
m testimony of their recognition of the terms of the pacification, 
and the Residents were further instructed to return those treaties 
so attested for the purpose of being deposited among the records 
of Government It was at the same time signified to the Resi- 
dents that the Ratification of the treaties of peace must precede 
the execution of the treaties of partition 

On the a8th of April the Resident at Hyderabad waited upon 
his Highness the Soubahdar of the Deccan for the express 
purpose of obtaining his Highness’s ratification of the treaties of 
peace, and his execution of the treaty of paitition 
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His Highness, aftei an attentive peiusal of the treaties of 
peace, affixed his seal and signatui e to those documents The 
Resident then delivered to his Highness the pioposed tieaty of 
partition, which, after being attentively peiused, was executed by 
his Highness without the slightest hesitation The Resident 
at the same time dehveied a counterpait of that treaty to his 
Highness the Soubahdai Immediately after the exchange of 
those mstiuments, the minister, Azim Ool Omiah, m the pre- 
sence of his Highness, expiessed to the Resident his Highness’s 
entire satisfaction at the amicable and liberal spiiit of the tern- 
tonal arrangements foi which the treaty of partition piovidcd 

In the couise of the conversation, the Resident took occasion 
to intimate to the minister that the assignment of teiritory to 
his Highness, prcsciibed by the tieaty of partition, must be con- 
sidered as giatuitous on the pait of the British Government, and 
not as surrendered on the ground of his Highness the Soubahdar’s 
right to participation in the conquests of the war But no pre- 
tensions having been advanced by his Highness to an equal share 
of conquests, the Resident judged it unnecessary to press the 
discussion of that question upon the couit of Hydeiabad 

The treaty of partition, executed by his Highness the Sou- 
bahdar of the Deccan, was leccived at Fort William on the 13th 
of May, and was latified by the Governor -General m Council on 
the following day 

Adverting to the extent and value of the cessions to the Sou- 
bahdar of the Deccan undei the treaty of paitition, and to the 
benefits which his Highness derives from the renunciation on 
the part of the Rajah of Berar and of Dovdut Rao Scindiah of 
all claims of every description on the state of Hj’-deiabad, 
the Governor-General in Council is decidedly of opinion that 
under the treaty of partition the Soubahdai of the Deccan has 
acquiied a shaie m the conquests and advantages of the war 
greatly exceeding the proportion m which his Highness con- 
tributed to Its success, and not inferior to that which his Highness 
must have leceived under an admission of his right to an equal 
participation of conquests 

The couit of Poonah on this occasion manifested a spirit of 
cavil and of inordinate pretension, wholly unbecoming the rela- 
tive situation of his Highness the Peishwa, and unsuitable to the 
natuie of the obligations imposed upon his Highness by the 
arduous exertions of the Biitish Government for the le-estabhsh- 
ment of his authority, and by the liberality of its conduct in 
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resolving to assign to his Highness a portion of the conquered 
territory under the total defect of his Highness’s claim to such 
a paiticipation 

When the Resident submitted to his Highness the Peishwa 
copies of the treaties of peace for ratification, apprizing him that 
when his Highness should have latified those documents, the 
Resident would communicate to his Highness an arrangement 
for the cession of the fort and territory of Ahmednuggur to the 
state of Poonah, his Highness lefused to ratify those treaties 
with his seal and signature, justifying his refusal by claims and 
pretensions of a most extravagant and unreasonable nature 

The instructions of the Governor- General m Council, however, 
enabled the Resident to oppose with success the exorbitant 
demands and expectations of the Peishwa, who finally consented 
to recognize the provisions of the treaties of peace by affixing 
his seal to the copies of those treaties presented to him for that 
purpose by the Resident 

The Resident then proceeded to submit the treaty of partition 
to his Highness’s acceptance Upon this occasion the Peishwa 
renewed his unreasonable claims, and even advanced pretensions 
to participate equally with the Biitish Government m the 
conquests of the war The Resident found no difficulty, how- 
evei, m demonstrating to his Highness and his ministers the 
absurdity of these pretensions, and after some further discussion 
his Highness consented to withdraw his unreasonable claims and 
to affix his seal and signature to the treaty of partition 

Accordingly on the 14th of May the Resident at Poonah 
waited on his Highness the Peishwa, who on that occasion 
affixed his seal to the treaties of peace concluded with Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, and duly executed the 
proposed treaty of partition 

The treaty of partition, as concluded with his Highness the 
Peishwa, has also been ratified by the Governor- General m 
Council 

Copies of the treaty of partition, as concluded with their 
Highnesses the Soubahdar of the Deccan and the Peishwa, are 
also annexed to this despatch for your honourable Committee’s 
information. 

We have the honour to be, honourable Sirs, 

your most faithful humble Servants, 
Wellesley 
G Udny 
G. H Barlow. 
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63, The Governor- G-enoral m Council to tTio Secret Committee 
of the Honourable the Court of Directors 

Advantages icsnlting ftovi the War. 

(Extract ) 

Fort William, 13th Jul}’, 180,} 

Honouiablc Siis, 

139 The Govcinoi-Gcncial in Council deems it piopcr to close 
this despatch by a genetal recapitulation of the benefits 11111011 
the British Government in India has deiived fiom the opera- 
tions of the ivai, and the combined ariangcments of the pacifica- 
tion, including the ticatics of peace, of partition, and of defensive 
alliance and subsidy Those benefits may be enumerated under 
the following heads — 

The reduction of the mihtaiy poivei and tenitorial resources 
of Doivlut Rao Scindiah, and the Rajah of Bciar, within the 
limits indispensably necessary foi the sccuiity of the British 
Government in India and of its allies 
The destruction of the French teiiitoiial powei established 
by M Peiron, on the most vulnerable part of the fionticr of the 
British possessions in India, under ciicumstanccs of internal 
sticngth, military rcsouice. and political influence, which menaced 
the British Government ^\lth great and extensive dangers 

The bariicrs opposed by the stipulations of treaty, to the re- 
vival of the French powci and inducncc in any quartci of India 
The annexation to the British possessions of the territory 
foimerly occupied by the French force undei M. Pcrion. Under 
this accession of tciritoiy, our north-western frontier has been 
strengthened by being advanced to the banks of the Jumna, and 
by the occupation of the several important posts and fortresses, 
which command that iivcr, and from the souicc of foimer danger 
we noAV derive additional secuiity to the British possessions m 
India 

The augmented sources of revenue and commcicc acquired by 
the annexation to the Biitish tciiitoiics of the feitilc countries 
situated in the Doab of the rivers Jumna and Ganges (in which 
the authoiity of M Pciron had been established) combined \vith 
the complete command over the navigation of the Jumna 

The deliverance of the Emperoi Shah Allum from the control 
of the French pow'^er, established m the north-w^estein quarter of 
Hmdostan , by which the government of France has been 
deprived of a powei ful instrument in the eventual prosecution of 
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its hostile designs against the Biitish Empire in India, and the 
British Government has obtained a favourable opportunity of 
conciliating the confidence, and securing the applause of sur- 
rounding states, by pioviding a safe and tranquil asylum for the 
declining age of that venerable and unfortunate monarch, and a 
suitable maintenance for his numerous and distressed family. 

The establishment of the British influence in the north-western, 
division of Hmdostan, and the additional security acquired by 
the conclusion of treaties of defensive alliance with the Rajpoot 
state of Jyenagur, and the petty states in the vicinity of our 
possessions m that quarter. Those states under the operation of 
the alliances concluded with them, constitute a barrier between 
the British territories and the Mahratta states , which arrange- 
ment, with other stipulations of the pacification, secures the per- 
manent exclusion of the influence and control of the Mahiattas 
from the north-western quarter of Hmdostan 

The commanding position which the British Government has 
secured by the possession of the strong fortress of Gwalior, and 
f by the establishment of a subsidiary force within the territory of 
the Ranah of Gohud, under the conditions described m the 48th 
paragraph of this despatch This branch of the general arrange- 
ments of the peace contributes m a particular degree to maintain 
the tranquillity of Hmdostan, and to consolidate the barrier 
established for the exclusion of the Mahiatta power and influence 
from that quarter of India The same ariangements also connect 
our possessions m Bundlecund with those to the northward of 
the piovmce of Gohud, and provide additional security to the 
navigation of the Jumna, and additional protection to our 
valuable possessions m the Doab, from the hostile attempts of 
any regular state, or from the predatory incursions of any enter- 
piizing adventurer. 

The additional means of defence acquired by the established 
system of our exteinal relations in the north- western quarter 
of Hmdostan, against any attempt on the part of the northern 
powers of Asia, 01 of the French Republic, through the aid of 
those poweis, to distuib the security of the British possessions in 
India 

The augmented security which the Biitish Empire derives 
from the annexation of the valuable piovmce of Cuttack, in- 
cluding the sea-port of Balasore, and all the dependencies of that 
province to the British dominion By establishing between the 
piovmce of Midnapoie, and the northern Circars, a continuation 
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of the Biitish dominion and authoiity, and theieby completing 
the line of connexion between the teiiitories under the imme- 
diate government of Bengal, and those undei the authoiity of 
Foit St Gcoige By depriving the government of France of the 
facilities which the piovmce of Cuttack while in the possession 
of a foieign powei, affoided foi the piosccution of intiigues, 
injuiious to the Biitish mteiests, and for the invasion of the 
Biitish territoiics, eithei singly, or in co-opeiation with a native 
power By the advantages which our possession of the province 
of Cuttack would affoid to us m the event of a contest with the 
state of Beiar, and by the augmented souiccs of revenue and 
commerce opened to the British Government by that fcitile and 
valuable piovmce, and by the influence and reputation to be ac- 
quired throughout India, fiom the possession of the great temple 
of Jaggernaut, and from the just and benevolent administration 
of the affaiis of that temple with relation to the innumeiable 
pilgrims, who ficquent it from every part of India 

The acquisition of the poit and teiritoiy of Baioach, and of 
the sea-ports belonging to Scmdiah on the western side of 
India, which affoided to Scindiah, and to the French officeis 
in his seivicc, the means of mtei course with the government of 
France, and to the Fiench an easy access to the Mahiatta states, 
in a quartei where oui mihtaiy powei was less formidable, and 
our political influence less firmly established than m other parts 
of India 

The degiee of security afforded by the possession of the sea- 
poit and territoiy of Baroach against any attempt on the part 
of France, to supply by that channel any native state with arms 
and military stores, or with officers foi the purpose of disciplining 
then armies, and against the prosecution of any mtiigues be- 
tween the government of France and any native state, by means 
of the facility of communication which the sea-port and territory 
of Baioach might afford while m the hands of a Mahratta power, 
to the indefatigable zeal of French emissaries 

The additional security which oui possessions and interests in 
Guzeiat must derive from the possession of the port and territory 
of Baroach, and from Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 1 enunciation of all 
claims on our ally the Guikwar 

The augmented sources of revenue and commeice, acquiied by 
the possession of the port of Baroach and its district 

The improved state of oui alliances with the Soubahdar of the 
Deccan and the Peishwa, under the piovisions of the treaties of 
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peace and of partition By the combined opeiation of those 
treaties the powei, teiiitory, and resources of the Peishwa and 
the Soubahdar of the Deccan have been encreased and consoli- 
dated, and their means of discharging the duties of alliance have 
been consequently augmented The confidence of those allies in 
the power, justice, and moderation of the Biitish Government 
has been confirmed and encreased by their experience of the 
advantages of the alliance in the piosecution of the wai, and m 
the ultimate arrangements of the peace 

The stipulations of the treaties of peace have m a considerable 
degree removed the causes of dissension, and the means of poli- 
tical intrigue between our allies and the Mahiatta states, by 
precluding the future intermixture of their territoiies, and the 
consequent collision of their authoiities , by requiring from 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, the 1 enunciation 
of their claims on the Soubahdar of the Deccan and the Peishwa, 
and by vesting in the British Government a right of arbitration 
in all cases of difference which may arise between those powers 
respectively. Thus the influence and ascendancy of the British 
Government m the councils of Hyderabad and Poonah have 
been encreased and permanently established, not by limiting 
the authority, controlling the independence, or i educing the 
power of those states, but by the operation of ariangements 
which have confirmed and corroboiated their respective rights, 
authorities and independence, extended their dominion, consoli- 
dated their power, and augmented their resources , secured them 
from the vexatious claims, and litigious and violent interference 
of other powers, and established the sources of peimanent 
tranquillity and prosperity within the limits of their respective 
dominions. 

, Our influence and ascendancy in the councils of those allies 
aie now founded on the solid basis of their entire confidence in 
the equity and moderation of our views, and m their just reliance 
on our protecting power. 

The elevation of the fame and glory of the British nation in 
India, by the splendid achievements of the war, and by the 
clemency, moderation, and public faith, which distinguished the 
British counsels in the conclusion of the peace 

The conclusion of a defensive and subsidiary alliance between 
the British Government and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, by which the 
British influence has been completely established at the court 
of that chieftain on the foundation of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
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delibeiate view of the leal inteiests of his goveinment, and by 
which the most formidable enemy of the British power in the 
late contest with the confedeiated Mahratta chieftains, has been 
rendeied an efficient ally of the honourable Company. 

The power acquired by the Biitish Government under the 
general ariangements of the peace and the treaties of partition 
and subsidiaiy alliance, of controlling the causes of dissension 
and contest among the seveial Mahiatta states, and of preclud- 
ing the lestoiation of any of those states to a foimidable degiee 
of powei, then combination foi pui poses mjuiious to the British 
Government oi its allies, then communication and co-operation 
with an hostile European force, and then means of piosecuting 
dangeious intrigues with allies or subjects of the British Go- 
vernment 

The security affoided to the teiiitoiics of our allies the Sou- 
bahdar of the Deccan, the Guikwar, the Rajah of Mysoie, and 
the honourable Company, from the dangeis to which they were 
exposed by the anaichy and confusion existing m the Mahiatta 
empire, and by the character and habits of the contending 
Mahratta chieftains 

140 The geneial aiiangements of the pacification combined 
with the treaties of paitition, with the defensive and subsidiary 
alliance now concluded with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, with the 
general condition of oui external relations, and with the internal 
prosperity of the British empiic, have finally placed the British 
powei 111 India in that commanding position with legard to 
othei states, which affords the only possible secuiity for the 
permanent tranquillity and prosperity of these valuable and 
important possessions 

141 By the establishment of our subsidiaiy forces at Hyder- 
abad, and Poonah, with the Guikwar, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and 
the Ranah of Gohud, an efficient army of ;j2,ooo men is stationed 
within the teriitories, or on the frontier of foreign states, and is 
paid by foreign subsidies That aimy is constantly maintained in 
a state of perfect equipment, and is piepared for active seivice in 
any diiection at the shortest notice This force may be directed 
against any of the pimcipal states of India, without the hazard 
of disturbing the tranquillity of the Compan)7-’s possessions, and 
without requiring any considerable enciease to the permanent 
military expences of the governments of India 

142 The position, extent, and equipment of this military 
force, combined with the privilege which the British Govern- 
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ment possesses of arbitrating differences and dissensions between 
the several states with which it is connected by the obligations 
of alliance, enables the British power to control the causes of 
that internal warfare, which during so long a term of years has 
desolated many of the most fertile provinces of India, has occa- 
sioned a constant and hazardous fluctuation of power among 
the native states, has encouraged a predatory and military spirit 
among the inhabitants, and formed an inexhaustible source for 
the supply of military adventureis, prepared to join the standard 
of any turbulent chieftain for the purposes of ambition, plunder, 
or rebellion 

143 A geneial bond of connection is now established between 
the British Government, and the principal states of India, on 
pimciples which render it the interest of every state to maintain 
its alliance with the British Government, which preclude the 
inordinate aggrandizement of any one of those states by an usur- 
pation of the lights and possessions of others, and which secure 
to every state the unmolested exercise of its separate authority 
within the limits of its established dominion, under the general 
protection of the British power 

We have the honour to be. 

Honourable Siis, 

Your most faithful humble servants, 
Wellesley 
G H Barlow 
G Udny 

64 Governor- General’s reply to an address from the 
British inhabitants of Calcutta 

Justification of the War, and of the Terms of Peace. 
Gentlemen, 

The regularity, order, and deliberation with which the pro- 
ceedings of your public meeting have been conducted, are con- 
formable to the respectable charactei of this great settlement, 
and to the magnitude and importance of this happy occasion. 
The sentiments expressed m your address, are derived from 
an attentive observation of the events which preceded the 
commencing of hostilities on the continent of India, and from 
a correct knowledge of the principles which constitute the basis 
of the general pacification You have considered the glory of 
our victories, and the genuine lustre of our ultimate triumph to 
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be inseparably blended with the original justice of our cause, 
and with the moderation and clemency exercised m the hour 
of conquest Satisfied that the public safety, and the national 
honour requiied an appeal to the sword, you have manifested 
a due sense of the national advantages obtained by the biilliant 
success of the war, and confiimed by the equitable conditions of 
the peace. 

In this course of pioceeding, I lecognize with satisfaction and 
pride, the public spirit of British subjects To commence or to 
continue war for puiposes of aggrandizement, foi the extension 
of dominion or power, foi the giatification of pride, vanity, 
hatred, or ii regular passion, is a species of policy, which no 
success can sanction, and which every Biitish subject must 
abhor Your biith, your education, your attachment to the 
laws and constitution of our country preclude your admiration 
of any system of public measures, however adorned by success, 
which is not founded m the sacred maxims of justice, humanity 
and honoui I therefore deem it to be a circumstance highly 
creditable to the chaiactei of this settlement, and of my 
admmistiation, that I should have received from you this unso- 
licited, delibeiate, and public testimony of your sincere and 
zealous concurrence in the principles of Biitish policy, which 
have legulated my conduct fiom the origin to the close of the 
late memoiable wai. In the moment of alarm and danger, my 
duty required me to lepel the menaces, insults, and power of 
the enemy by the most active use of our military foice In the 
full career of victoiy, and with the most splendid prospects 
of unlimited success, the same duty forbad me to prosecute 
hostilities to the extremity of vengeance, or to uige the fall of a 
vanquished enemy beyond the just limits of national security, 
and public faith With these sentiments I accept this address, 
not only as a valuable mark of your personal regaid, and 
an unequivocal proof of your honourable attachment to the 
interests of the public service, but as a solemn pledge of your 
unanimous determination to maintain in this distinguished 
settlement, that ardent and active zeal for the glory of our 
country m which consists the vital principle of the British 
empire, the source and support of our national fame and power, 
the origin of our triumphs abroad, the strength of our security 
at home, and the mam bulwark of our defence in every quarter 
of the globe 

During the crisis which preceded the war I should have 
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viewed the situation of these possessions with anxiety, if I had 
not been supported by a firm confidence, that the spirit which 
you have displayed on this occasion, animated the counsels 
of this government and those of the governments of Fort St 
George and Bombay, and that an equal zeal prevailed amongst 
the generals, officers and troops chaiged with the execution of 
my 01 dels 

With united counsels^ with an unrivalled army, with flourish- 
ing lesources, with powerful alliances, and with a just cause, 
I was enabled to encounter and to surmount the difficulties 
which surrounded me, and to witness the rapid and complete 
effect of our military operations on every point of the enemy’s 
strength The vast extent, complicated system, and matchless 
success of the campaigns in Hindostan and the Deccan, cannot 
be contemplated without emotions of gratitude and admiration 
The execution of the plans, which it was my duty to form, 
corresponded with the renown of an aimy, accustomed to 
victoiy, mured to fatigue and danger, attached to the just 
principles of discipline and order, animated by the memory of 
foimer tiiumphs, and commanded by generals who possess every 
qualification lequisite to inspire confidence, to excite enterpnze, 
and to ensuie success 

Peace is the fairest fruit of victory, the brightest ornament of 
military triumph, and the highest leward of successful valour 
The peace, which has been concluded, comprehends every object 
of the war, with every practicable security for the continuance 
of tranquillity The object of the war was not to accomplish 
inordinate projects of extravagant conquest , not to subvert 
ancient and revered authorities, not to desolate flourishing 
provinces , not to plunder private property, nor to disturb the 
civil arid religious institutions of contiguous states , nor to raise 
commotion in the bosom of established governments , nor to 
excite discord among powers connected by the relations of 
amity and peace The object of the war was, to vindicate and 
to secure the just and legitimate rights, interests, and honour 
of the Biitish government and of its allies against usurpation, 
violence, and rapine The restoration of the legitimate authority 
of our ally the Peishwa at Poonah, the establishment of our 
ally the Soubahdar of the Deccan in his hereditary lights and 
dominions at Hyderabad, and the deliverance of the unfor- 
tunate and venerable empeior Shah Aulum from the hands of 
the Mahrattas and French at Delhi, were the earliest effects ofl 
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the success of our military operations During the pi ogress of 
our aims, every endeavour was employed to mitigate the horrors 
of war, even m the midst of hostilities, and to extend security 
and protection to the utmost limits compatible with the safety 
of our armies m the field. 

In the termination of hostilities, my solicitude has been 
directed to the important puipose of effecting a geneial 
pacification of India on principles of leciprocal justice and 
moderation The power, reputation and dignity of the Biitish 
empiie in India, will derive additional secuiity and lustie from 
the establishment of peace and good order among the native 
states In the decline of mtiinsic stiength, inferior states may 
pel haps have gamed a temporary safety by fomenting the 
discoid of contiguous poweis In any extremity such a policy 
IS unwari an table and disgi aceful , nor can permanent repose 
be secured upon such precarious foundations In the actual 
condition of this empire, I am happy to declare, that the concord 
of the established native states, the independence of their sepa- 
rate authorities, the internal peace of their respective dominions, 
and the tranquillity and happiness of their respective subjects 
will tend to confirm and to foitify the powei and lesources of 
the Biitish government, and must constitute the most desirable 
objects of Biitish policy m India 

In pursuance of these principles, the treaties of peace provide 
the means, not only of enlarging and consolidating the resources 
and power of our allies, but of guarding the less powerful neutial 
states from oppiession , of placing the illustrious house of Timur 
in a condition of competent affluence, dignity, and honourable 
repose, and even of admitting our vanquished enemies to the 
benefits of a geneial defensive alliance, calculated to secure them 
in the independent exercise of their actual rights, and m the 
uncontrolled government of their present dominions , to exclude 
usurpation, and to limit the several powers of Hmdostan and 
the Deccan to the undisturbed cultivation of their separate 
resources, within the boundaries of their respective possessions. 
I trust that the result of this system will prove equally advan- 
tageous to our interests and to our honour. 

The foundations of our empire m Asia are now laid m the 
tranquillity of surioundmg nations, and m the happiness and 
welfare of the people of India In addition to the augmentation 
of our teiritories and resources, the peace has manifested 
exemplary faith and equity towards our allies, moderation and 
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lenity towaids our enemies, and a sincere desire to promote the 
geneial prosperity of this quaitei of the globe The position 
in which we aie now placed is suited to the character of the 
British nation, to the principles of our laws, to the spirit of our 
constitution, and to the liberal and comprehensive policy, which 
becomes the dignity of a great and powerful empire. 

My public duty is discharged to the satisfaction of my con- 
science by the prosperous establishment of a system of policy, 
which promises to improve the general condition of the people 
of India, and to unite the principal native states m the bond of 
peace, under the protection of the British power. 

Wellesley 


65. Lord Castlereagh to the Marquess Wellesley. 

Doubtful policy of Annexations at the close of the War 

London, 21st May, 1804 
[Received 14th October, 1804 ] 

My dear Lord, 

With respect to the great question to which your Lordship’s 
last despatches piincipally 1 elate, the pressure of other business 
has prevented Mr Pitt from going into the subject m that detail, 
which he deems to be necessary previous to his forming a con- 
clusive judgment upon it he feels, however, all the importance 
of it, and has promised me to apply himself as early as possible 
to its examination Until his Majesty’s ministers have gone 
through the various despatches, and come to a decision upon 
them, and more particularly till I have had an opportunity of 
conferring deliberately with Mr Pitt and Lord Melville, I 
should wish to postpone troubling your Lordship with any very 
detailed remarks upon this subject, m the new and enlaiged 
shape m which it is now piesented to our consideration Hitherto 
I have been led to examine it as a question of alliance merely, 
upon the piesumption, that the Mahratta empire was to continue 
to subsist m the same shape, or nearly so, as it has hitherto done, 
and in this point of view I own reflection has only served more 
strongly to impress upon my mind a conviction, that the prin- 
ciples of connection as laid down in the despatch from the 
secret Committee of February last, is upon the whole the 
best adapted to states so circumstanced as those composing 
the Mahratta confederacy, and that which I appiehend would 



446 UNPRECEDENTED MAGNITUDE OF THE QUESTION 

be the most likely sincerely to dispose them towards a con- 
nection with us 

Youi Lordship’s mstiuctions to the Generals Lake and 
Wellesley of the a7th June and 27th July, lake up the ques- 
tion upon a much wider range, and suggest a comprehen- 
sive scheme foi the paitition and new distiibution of the 
gi eater portion of the Mahratta tcrritor}^ The splendid and 
unexampled success of our aims may probably have brought 
the execution of such a measure within the reach of your 
Loidship’s power, and I am by no means at piesent prepared 
to convey to your Lordship a conclusive opinion upon the 
compiehcnsive scheme of policy laid down m those mstiuctions, 
I wnsh only at present to draw' your Lordship’s attention to the 
maiked distinction between the tw'o questions When lately 
reasoning upon the treaty of Bassein, we were considering how 
w'e could best connect oui selves wnth the state of Poonah, and 
W'hat plan of alliance w'as upon the whole the most likely to 
conciliate, and include some of the other leading states m that 
connection Now w'e aic to examine the effects upon our Indian 
system, not only of that state being occupied by a British force, 
but of the othci leading states materially reduced in territory 
being almost cntirel)?- encompassed either by the possessions, 
which it IS intended should be acquired m diiect sovereignt}' by 
the Company, or by the Rajpoot states, wnth w'hom it is proposed 
to enter into close alliance The arrangement in question carries 
the Company’s frontiei far to the north and w'est of Delhi , it 
adds to their dominions in diiect possession, exclusive of intio- 
ducing their authority over the w'hole of the Mahratta empire, a 
territory considerably exceeding in extent the entire of Oude, 
and brings them m contact with Sikhs and other northern tribes, 
with w'hom It IS proposed to establish connections throughout 
the Panjab as far as the Indus. 

Such I take to be the question, which may have been pre- 
sented by the result of the war to your Lordship’s decision, and 
it IS impossible not to feel that it is the laigest in its bearings, 
and the most important in its effects upon our Indian system 
that has ever come into discussion As an Indian question 
merely, it involves considerations of the highest moment, tw'o of 
which I shall only at present slightly glance at. ist Whether 
assuming the whole to be the result of legitimate conquest, it 
does not in the gieat extent of direct acquisition, 01 indirect 
control thus to be acquired, contravene too strongly the system 
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of policy. Upon which the legislatuie has professed to act, by 
pushing our dominion beyond what the necessity of the case 
may fairly appear to wairant. 2nd Whether it does not swell 
so largely and so suddenly not only our immediate possessions, 
but oui dependencies necessarily included within the dominion 
of our aimy, as to run some risk of lendermg the frame of our 
government complicated and unwieldy m such a degree as to 
hazaid its becoming enfeebled and embarrassed in ordinary hands, 
and m weighing the latter consideration we should deceive oui- 
selves if we expected to find a successor to leplace your Loid- 
ship, capable of giving and continuing to the machine of Govern- 
ment that impulse which every depaitment of the state so visibly 
receives fiom the mind that now directs it 

It IS fair on the othei hand to weigh the encreased security 
resulting fiom theie being no longei any native power capable of 
contending with us m the field , an advantage, however, which I 
apprehend will not leheve us (if we may judge from past experi- 
ence) fiom the necessit)^ of carrying fonvard our military estab- 
lishments, nearly in the propoition m which the sphere of our 
dominions is extended 

The question is not less serious as applied to the empire at 
home, not so much from any claims which it may fuinish the 
enemy with, to limit our pretensions at a peace, to preserve in 
oui hands in other paits of the world points of importance to our 
general security, but as founding our Indian system upon a basis 
so broad, as to cieate a doubt, whether such an empire can be 
fed with its due piopoition of European troops from hence. 
When I recollect that the number of Europeans civil and militaiy 
governing fifty millions of subjects, do not exceed thirty thou- 
sand, I cannot but look with anxiety to the extension of our 
native population and dependencies, whilst I am unable to see 
my way through the means of carrying fonvard, as our empire 
advances, even this apparently inadequate pioportion of the 
governing principle At this moment, I regiet to obseiwe, that 
our European is not to our native ai my more than in the propor- 
tion of one to seven , I have always been taught to consider this 
as too low a proportion, and it has been an anxious, though a 
fruitless object of my solicitude, since I have been in office, to. 
obtain for India a larger proportion of King’s troops Having 
hitherto failed of completing an establishment of 24,000 men, 
which IS deficient at this moment nearly six thousand of its 
complement, I am the less disposed to be sanguine in my 
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expectations that an establishment of 31,000 men can be pre- 
served complete, which is the force specified in youi Lordship’s 
second plan, which I take to be that which 3''Ou conceive to be 
lequiied foi India, should the pioposed ariangements in the 
Mahiatta empire be earned into effect. I shall have occasion 
to addiess your Loidship more in detail on this subject by 
anothei conveyance, m the meantime I must fairly appiize your 
Lordship, that as it would lequire above 1 0,000 men to bring 
your establishment to the proposed standaid, fiom my past 
expel lence of the difficulties which occui at home in laising 
the amount of foice lequisite for the public ser\nce at large, 
I wholly despair of such an aimy being in the first instance 
supplied, or subsequently kept complete for the service of India. 

My object in calling your Loidship^s attention to these con- 
sideiations at the present moment, is not for the purpose of 
conveying to 3^011 by anticipation a decision upon the main 
question itself, but from a desiie that you should be awaie of 
the doubts that are to be well weighed, before it shall be finally 
decided on 

I cannot close this letter either in justice to youi Lordship, or 
to myself, without acknowledging an erior into which the result 
has pioved, I had fallen from defect of information in my foimer 
reasonings upon Mahiatta affairs Indeed I believe otheis who 
had better means of intelligence were inadequately impressed, as 
well as myself, with respect to the extent of tlie regular force in 
Scindiah’s seiwice It certainly has piovcd much moie for- 
midable than even Mr Henry Wellesle3?-, fiom whom I have on 
all subjects connected with India obtained the most satisfactory 
and accurate intelligence, conceived it to be , and although it 
would be doing injustice to the grounds of the war, to state the 
destruction of this force as being in itself any part of the cause 
upon which it was undertaken, distinct from the intended hostile 
application of that force, against the British power , yet I must 
reckon its dissolution and annihilation as amongst the most 
valuable services which your Lordship could have rendeied, 
and I look upon the war as cariymg with it in this collateral 
effect, the most solid advantages to our empire in the east I 
will only add one remark on this subject, that it will still remain 
a question, supposing a close connection could have been formed 
with Scindiah as well as the Peishwa, subsequent to the expulsion 
of the latter fiom Poonah, whether the dissolution of this corps, 
of the leading officers of which, I have understood Scmdiah had 
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Jatteily become exceedingly jealous, might not have been accom- 
plished by more amicable measuies 

Believe me, my deal Lord, 
with gieat legard, 

youis most faithfully, 

Castlereagh 

P S Reserving the discussion of the military establishment m 
a larger sense for a futuie occasion, it may be satisfactory to 
youi Loidship to be apprized, that m addition to 1 a or 1500 
recruits, which have alieady been despatched m the ships of the 
present season to join their legiments in India, having been 
completely disciplined and foimed previous to their depaituie, 
the 17th foot completed to 1000 rank and file is now under 
ordeiSj and will proceed m the next fleet appointed to sail m the 
end of June 

Youi Lordship will have also learned befoie this reaches you, 
that a complete legiment of infantry, I think the 66th, was em- 
baiked for Ceylon m Maich last, exclusive, theiefore, of this 
reinforcement sent to Ceylon, the aimy on the continent will 
have received m the course of the piesent season an addition of 
2,500 men, which added to the i2,aii the effective force in 
Decembei, 1803, will raise the King’s infantry, exclusive of 
Ceylon, to about 14,000 lank and file 

C 


5 War with Holkar 

66 The Governor- G-eneral in Council to the Honourable the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors 

Origin of the War with Holkar General narrative of 
Its earlier operations^ 

15th June, 1804 

Honouiable Siis, 

The position of a body of troops undei the command of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and the conduct and language of that 


^ The Governor-General’s account of the circumstances under which 
the war with Holkar was begun is rather complicated It is hoped that 
the paiagraphs here printed will sufficiently explain the facts, and Lord 
Wellesley’s view, and line of action in 1 elation to them A postscript, at 
the end of the Despatch, not relating to Holkar, has also been omitted. 

G g 
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freebooter lendered it necessary for the security of the British 
interests, and those of our allies, to retain the army under the 
personal command of his Excellency the Commander-in- Chief in 
the field for a considerable period of time after the conclusion of 
peace with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah of Berar The 
most important consideiations of policy, and especially of 
economy, required that the earliest means should be employed 
for establishing the British army at the stations which might be 
fixed for its permanent position in consequence of the peace 
And it was therefore necessary to bring Jeswunt Rao Holkar to 
some definite explanation of his designs, the uncertainty of which 
might have involved considerable- expense by occasioning the 
protracted detention of the army in the field 

2 The result of these negotiations has finally compelled 
the Governor- General m Council to adopt the most decisive 
measures for reducing the power and resources of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar 

5 Towards the conclusion of the war, Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
advanced towards the frontier of our ally the Rajah of Jyenagur, 
in prosecution of his habits of predatory warfare, and occupied 
a position with the mam body of his forces, which indicated an 
intention to violate the teriitoiies of the Rajah of Jyenagur 
Many other indications of an hostile nature were also manifested 
by Jeswunt Rao Holkar 

6 In the month of December, 1803, Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
addressed letters to his Excellency the Commandei-in-Chief, 
which, though expressed m the spirit of airogance, which 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar assumed upon all occasions, contained 
assurances of his disposition to cultivate the friendship of the 
British Government 

7 The conduct of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, however, at this period 
of time, was wholly inconsistent with these amicable professions 
A letter was delivered to the Commander-in-Chief by the Rajah 
of Macherry, addressed to the Rajah by Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
the object of which was to detach that chieftain from his alliance 
with the British Government Further correspondence of a 
natuie hostile to the British Government was discovered between 
Holkar and persons owing allegiance to the British Government 
Authentic information was also received that Holkar had bar- 
barously murdeied thiee British subjects in his service on a 
chaige of a correspondence between one of those officers and 
the Commandei-in-Chief 
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8 The leplies of the Commander-m-Chief to the letters which 
his Excellency had leceived from Jeswunt Rao Holkar expressed 
the wish of the Biitish Government to abstain from the piosecu- 
tion of hostilities against him, declaring at the same time our 
determination to 1 esist any attempt on the part of any chief or 
power to molest the allies, or to invade the rights of the British 
Government The tenoi of these answeis was entiiely approved 
by the Goveinoi -General, who deemed it pioper at this time to 
furnish the Commander-in-Chief with a statement of his views 
and intentions with lespect to Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and with 
mstiuctions for the guidance of the Command er-m- Chief’s con- 
duct with lespect to that chieftain 

9 It appealed to the Governor-General to be indispensably 
necessary either to adopt measures for the 1 eduction of Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar’s predatory foice, 01 to frame some arrangement 
with him which, without compromising the dignity of the Biitish 
Government, and without violating the geneial principles of 
justice, 01 the acknowledged rights of othei chieftains, might 
lendei it the inteiest of Jeswunt Rao Holkai to abandon his 
piedatory habits, and preclude the necessity of an expensive 
peimancnt anangement foi the defence of our teriitories, and 
those of our allies against the incuisions of that fieebooter 

•y- -i' 7f Governor-General in Council therefoie 

ultimately determined to authoiize the Commander-in-Chief to 
conclude an agreement with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, engaging on the 
part of the Biitish Government to leave Jeswunt Rao Holkai m the 
unmolested exeicise of his authoiity, provided only that Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar should engage on his part to abstain fiom any acts 
of aggiession and hostility against the Biitish Government, and 
from any invasion of the rights of our allies. Foi the accomplish- 
ment of this arrangement the Commandei-in-Chief was instructed 
to signify to Jeswunt Rao Holkar, either by letter or through the 
channel of the vakeels whom he might be invited to despatch, that 
the British Government entertained the most amicable disposition 
towards him, and harboured no intention of pi osecuting hostilities 
against him, unless compelled to that extremity by acts of 
aggiession on his part against the British Government, or any 
of its allies That the Biitish Government was pledged by the 
obligation of its engagements with various chiefs and states in 
Hmdostan to guaiantee them against all exactions and demands 
unfounded in justice , that we did not admit his claim to tiibute 
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the pretensions of the Holkar family, and that we should there- 
fore be compelled to lesist any such demands on the part of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai That with the consent of his Highness the 
Peishwa, the British Government would be disposed to arbitiate 
the diffeiences subsisting between Jeswunt Rao Holkai and 
Cashee Rao Holkar, and to adjust the claims of the several 
branches of the family on the principles of equity and justice 
That we weie desirous of pieserving peace with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, and that we would abstain fiom any unsolicited inter- 
ference in his concerns beyond the limits icquiied for the pro- 
tection and secuiity of the lights and territories of oui allies, and 
that we meiely requiied that he should manifest a similai 
conduct by abstaining from all measuies and opeiations of a 
contiaiy tendency, by withdrawing his troops fiom any position 
which they might at that time occupy menacing to the British 
Government oi to our allies, and by withholding all demands on 
the states or chieftains with which the British Government was 
in alliance , adding, that if Jeswunt Rao Holkai should advance 
any claims on those states in his individual capacity, the British 
Government would be disposed to arbitrate all such claims on 
principles of equity and justice 

La The Commander-in-Chief was desired to exeicise his dis- 
cretion with legal d to the degree of security which we might 
possess undei Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s acquiescence in the terms 
of the proposed arrangement , and the Commander-m-Chief was 
also authorized to employ the Biitish forces against Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, if the views of that chieftain should appeal to be 
evidently hostile 

20 On the i6th of March two vakeels from Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar arrived in the Biitish camp, and on the i8th of that 
month held a confeience with his Excellency the Commandei-m- 
Chief It appealed that the vakeels possessed no powers to 
conclude any airangement, but were simply instructed to state 
the propositions of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and to acquaint him 
with the teims which might be offered by the Commander-in- 
Chief The demands which the vakeels brought forward in the 
name of Jeswunt Rao Holkar at this conference were, 

1st ‘That he should be peimitted to collect the chout agiee- 
ably to the custom of his ancestors 

2d ‘ That the ancient possessions formeily held by the family, 
such as Etawa, &c , twelve Pergunnahs m the Doab, and a Pei- 
gunnah in Bundelcund should be gi anted to him. 
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3d 'That the counti}’- of Humana, which was formerly in the 
possession of the family, should be given to him 

4th ‘ That the country then in his possession should be 
guaianteed to him, and a tieaty should be concluded with him 
on the same teims as that with Scindiah'’ 

31 These demands weie of a natuie so extiavagant, and in eveiy 
point of view so entirely inadmissible, that they weie positively 
rejected by the Commander-m-Chief, who expiessed his sui prise 
at the conduct of Holkar m proposing terms utteily incom- 
patible with the propositions of the Commander-in-Chief and 
inconsistent with the tenor and apparent spirit of his late com- 
munications 

2a The Commander-m-Chief referred the vakeels to the 
former letters of Holkai, containing the terms on which his 
Excellency was authorized to conclude an ariangement with 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and required as a preliminary to any 
negotiation, Holkar’s immediate return within his own territories 
The Commander-m-Chief directed the attention of the vakeels 
to the promise expressed in Holkar’s letter to the Commander- 
m-Chief, that he would withdiaw his tioops fiom their actual 
position, and asked the vakeels if he might depend on the 
performance of the piomise They replied m explicit terms, 
that Holkai would not considei that promise to be binding, 
unless the demands now biought forwaid by the vakeels should 
be complied with The whole of the conversation on the pait of 
the vakeels duiing this conference was distinguished by the most 
offensive spiiit of airogance and haughtiness They appeared to 
entertain an expectation of inducing the Commander-in-Chief 
to accede 'to then demands by an exaggerated description of 
Holkar’s military power and resouices, and by insinuating that 
Holkar while soliciting the Commander-in-Chief’s compliance 
with his demands possessed ample means of enforcing them. 

23 After the conference was concluded, the vakeels conveyed 
an intimation to the Commander-in-Chief, that although the 
demands which they had biought forwaid were conformable 
to their mstiuctions, they were authorized to lecede from those 
demands and to accept on the part of Holkar any provision in 
lands or money which the Biitish Government should think 
proper to assign to him The Commandei-in-Chief replied to 
this pioposal by lefenmg to his former pioposition,and by again 
requiiing as an indispensable pieliminary to any negotiation, the 
immediate return of Holkai within his own possessions. 
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34 Shoitly aftei this confeience, the vakeels quitted the 
British camp on then return to that of Jeswunt Rao Holkar 

37 While the negotiation with Jeswunt Rao Holkar was 
depending, the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council icceived a copy of 
a lettei, addressed to the honouiable Majoi-General Wellesley 
by Jeswunt Rao Holkar, appaiently written at the commencement 
of the month of Febiuaiy, 1804, m which Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
distinctly demands the cession of ceitam piovinces in the Deccan, 
stated by him to be the oiiginal piopeityof the family of Holkar, 
as the condition of peace , adding, m teims of insulting menace, 
that 111 the event of war, although unable to oppose the British 
aitillery m the field, ‘countiies of many bundled coss should 
be overrun and plundeied and burnt That he (meaning the 
Commandei-m-Chief) should not have leisuie to bieathe foi a 
moment, and that calamities would fall on lacs of human beings 
in continued war by the attacks of his (Holkai’s) army, which 
overwhelms like the waves of the sea ’ 

38 The insolent and hostile declaiations contained in that 
letter, combined with the equivocal conduct of Holkai m his 
negotiation with the Commandei-in-Chief, and his detected 
attempts to cieate rebellion within the Company’s provinces, 
appeared to lequiie the immediate adoption of measures of 
extiemity against that chieftain 

36 Holkar levied considerable contributions in Ajmeic, and 
attempted, though without success, to obtain possession of the 
fort A consideiable pait of his force, however, remained on the 
frontier of Jyenagur, aftei having committed depredations on the 
teriitory of the Rajah This circumstance, combined with the 
tenor of the letteis of Jeswunt Rao Holkar and Bhowanny 
Shunker, with the renewal of those extravagant and inadmissible 
demands which had already been positively rejected by the 
Commander-in-Chief, and the evasive and deceitful conduct of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar, throughout his negotiation with the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, precluded all expectation of effecting any 
pacific airangement with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, on teims com- 
patible with the security of the Biitish interests and those of our 
allies, or with the honoui and dignity of the Biitish name 

47 On the 5th of Februaiy a vakeel despatched by Holkai 
had arrived in the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah The minister 
of Scindiah intimated to the Acting Resident that the piincipal 
object of the mission of Holkar’s vakeel was, to engage Scmdiah 
to accommodate his differences with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and 
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unite in an attack on the Biitish possessions The minister 
stated that Scmdiah had signified his refusal to engage in the 
proposed measure m the most positive terms, adding, that even 
if he were inclined to violate his faith with the British Govern- 
ment, the character of Holkai and the experience which Scin- 
diah had acquired of his utter disregard of the most solemn 
engagements, would effectually prevent him from foiming any 
connection with that chieftain The minister added, that Scm- 
diah had declared to Holkar’s vakeel that he had no inclination 
to attack Holkai, provided he would retire within his own terri- 
tory, and abstain fiom committing acts of hostility against 
Scmdiah and his dependants 

48 Adverting to the enmity subsisting between Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and to the solicitude of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to induce the British Government to 
adopt measuies of extiemity against Jeswunt Rao Holkar, the 
assertions of the Durbar of Scmdiah with respect to the proceed- 
ings of Holkar, must be received with distrust The Governor- 
General m Council, however, entertains no doubt of the truth of 
those assertions, the conduct of Holkar being entirely consistent 
with such a project of combined hostility against the British 
Government 

54 The ministers of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah accompanied this 
repoit to Major Malcolm of the negotiations of Scmdiah’s vakeel 
at the camp of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, with the communication of a 
paper which they stated to have been received from the vakeel 
of Scmdiah at Nagpore, containing the concurrent report of mes- 
sengers despatched for intelligence to the camp of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, with lespect to the declared intention of that chieftain 
to carry on a predatory war against the British possessions 

5d These combined facts demonstrate that such of the pos- 
sessions of the Company and of oui allies, as might be accessible 
to the troops of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, were the immediate 
objects of his piedatory designs But even the amicable dis- 
position of Holkar would not have afforded to the British 
Government or to its allies any security against the predatory 
mcuisions of that chieftaiffs forces The charges of Holkar’s 
numerous troops greatly exceeded the precarious resources of 
his usurped dominion, and had hitheito been defrayed by the 
profits of indiscriminate plunder, and the continuance of the 
same system of predatory warfare directed against such terri- 
tories as were most accessible and had not yet been desolated. 
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affoided to his tumultuous followers the only prospect of lelicf 
from the distress to which they were exposed by the inability 
of Holkai to provide foi then subsistence. 

57 By the extension of the system of political alliances which 
had been adopted by the Biitish Government duiing the war, 
most of those petty states fiom whose tei atones Holkai and 
other freebooters had been accustomed to derive then plundei, 
were now connected by alliance with the British Government, 
which was bound to piotect them against all aggressions. 

58 The scarcity occasioned by the unusual deficiency of lain 
during the last lainy season, the operations of the contending 
Mahratta armies, antecedent to the conclusion of the treaty of 
Bassein, and the subsequent depredations of the tioops of 
Holkai had spread desolation over the greater part of the 
Deccan and of the southern piovmces of Hindostan Holkar’s 
predatory force, therefoie, must shortly have been compelled for 
subsistence to violate the territories of the British Government 
or of states, for whose defence the British Government was 
bound to piovide 

59 The plunder of the opulent city of Jyenagui, which would 
probably have been the fiist object of his depredations, would 
have affoided to Holkar a great accession of pecuniary resource, 
would have enabled him to letain a formidable force, and would 
consequently have augmented his means of plunder and 
devastation , and the employment of our mihtaiy force for the 
suppression of Holkar ’s predatoiy operations, rvould ultimately 
have become indispensably necessary under circumstances of 
augmented inconvenience, difficulty and expense 

60 The recent peace with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the 
Rajah of Berar has depiived of employment numerous bands 
of irregular tioops Persons of that desciiption would either 
have been encouraged by the hope of plunder, or impelled by 
the necessity of obtaining subsistence to unite with Holkar in 
the plunder of the countries towards which he might direct his 
force Under these circumstances, it would have been indis- 
pensably necessary either to maintain oui army m a state of 
inactivity in the field upon a scale of expense not inferior to 
that which would attend the most active operations of war, or 
to have exposed the territories of the British Government and 
those of our allies, to the certain ravages of Holkai ’s tioops, 
until the army could again be placed at a still moie burthen- 
some expense in a condition to repel their incursions 
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61 The facts and considciations above stated sufficiently 
demonstiate that the existence of the hoide of fieebooteis 
which Holkai conducted was hazardous to the tranquillity of 
our possessions and those of our allies^ and that our continued 
foibearance was calculated to encourage his predatoiy designs, 
to augment his means of caiiymg them into effect within the 
limits of our own possessions, and to involve the British 
Government in gieat additional expense The reduction of that 
picdatoiy powei theiefore was manifestly a measuie not only 
of just policy and necessary security, but of ultimate economy 
with lefeience to the finances of the honouiable Company 

62 The Goveinoi-Geneial therefoic on the icceipt of the 
despatch from the Commandei-m-Chief to which the 34th 
piecedmg paiagiaph of this despatch lefeis, issued oiders to the 
Commandei-m-Chief, and to Majoi-Geneial Wellesle})^, under 
date the idth of Apiil, for the immediate commencement of 
hostile opeiations against Holkar m Hmdostan and the Deccan 
The Goveinoi-Geneial at the same time notified this deteimi- 
nation to Major Malcolm, and diiccted that officei to apprize 
Scindiah of his Excellency’s resolutions The Goveinor-Geneial 
in Council has the honoui to enclose foi the infoimation of 
your honourable Committee copies of the instiuctions to 
the Commander-m-Chief, Majoi -General Wellesley, and Major 
Malcolm to which this paragraph refeis 

63. The Goveinoi-General in Council now pioceeds to 
submit to your honouiable Committee a review of the militaiy 
opeiations which have been directed to the object of 1 educing 
the power and resouices of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and of the 
success with which they have been attended down to the date 
of the latest advices which have been leceivcd by the Goveinoi- 
Geneial m Council 

64 On the receipt by Major-Geneial Wellesley of the lettei 
addiessed by Holkai to that officei, referied to in the 27th 
paragiaph of this despatch, Majoi-General Wellesley, judging 
from the tenoi of that letter, and fiom the advices which he 
had leceived of the proceedings of Jeswunt Rao Holkai in 
Hmdostan, that the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council would deem 
it necessaiy to diiect the immediate piosecution of hostilities 
against that freebooter, thought it advisable to adopt without 
delay such measuies as should enable him to affoid the most 
effectual support to the operations which might be commenced 
undei the ordeis of the Governor-Geneial m Council by the 
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Commandei-in-Chief fiom Hindostan The principal posses- 
sions now occupied by the paitisans of Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
under that usurper’s authority in the Deccan are, the fort and 
territory of Chandore Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s paitisans also 
possessed some territory in Candeish, and a few districts intei- 
mixed ivith the territories of his Highness the Nizam The 
capture of the fort of Chandoie would depiive Holkai of all 
those possessions The siege of that fort theiefoie w’^as the 
piimary object to ivhich the opeiations of the Biitish army in 
the Deccan was to be diiected The state of the country how- 
ever between Poonah and Chandoie, which was suffering under 
the calamity of a severe scarcity, piesented serious obstacles to 
the advance of an army in that diiection, and Major-General 
Wellesley was apprehensive that unless the commencement of 
hostilities was postponed until the rainy season, he might not be 
able to conduct active opeiations against Holkai ’s possessions 
in the Deccan Majoi-Geneial Wellesley however pioceeded 
to place the tioops undei his immediate command m a state of 
equipment foi active service 

65 Maj 01 -General Wellesley was of opinion that considerable 
effect might be produced by the advance of the British troops 
m Guzerat against the possessions of Holkai m Malwa, and 
Major-General Wellesley accordingly adopted immediate mea- 
sures for reinforcing the troops in that quaiter with three 
battalions of native infantry The probability that it might be 
the determination of the Governor-General in Council to station 
m Guzerat the force to be subsidized by Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
according to the stipulations of the defensive alliance, operated as 
a farther inducement to General Wellesley to reinforce the tioops 
m Guzerat, which after the addition above stated, amounted to 
two regiments of European infantry and six battalions of native 
mfantiy, one battalion of which was 1,600 strong 

66 These arrangements, together with the sentiments of the 
honourable Major-General Wellesley on the subject of a general 
plan of operations against Jeswunt Rao Holkai, weie stated by 
that officer to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief m a 
letter dated 23rd April, of which a copy is annexed to this 
despatch for the mfoimation of youi honourable Committee 

67 On the receipt of the mstiuctions of the Governor-General, 
under date the i6th Apiil, Major-General Wellesley issued 
immediate instructions to Colonel Murray, commanding the 
British troops in Guzeiat, foi the guidance of his conduct in the 
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opeiations which Geneial Wellesley directed Colonel Munay to 
adopt without delay against Holkai’s possessions in Malwa 

68 Majoi-Geneial Wellesley, at the same time, diiected the 
Resident at the court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to lequiie 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah to employ his arms without delay in the 
1 eduction of such parts of the possessions of Holkar as might 
be accessible to Scindiah’s tioops The Resident was also 
directed to desiie that Scindiah would despatch an officer on 
his pait to join the army undei the command of Colonel Munay 
for the puipose of procuring supplies for the use of the army 
under the command of Colonel Munay, and of taking chaige 
of any districts captured fioni Holkai, which Colonel Munay 
might think piopei to delivei to his chaige The Resident, with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, was also appnzed of General Wellesley’s 
opinion that a detachment of British troops should join Scin- 
diah’s army, and was desired to call on Scindiah to piovide 
battenng guns foi the eventual use of Colonel Munay’s aimy 

69 Dowlut Rao Scindiah had received the notification of the 
Governor-General’s resolution to reduce Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
and of his Excellency’s intention with respect to the future 
division of the teiiitory under the usurped authoiity of Holkar, 
as stated in the instructions to the acting resident with Scindiah 
under date the 16th April, a copy of which is annexed to this 
despatch With every demonstration of satisfaction Scindiah 
promised to employ eveiy exertion to co-opeiate effectually 
with the British tioops against Holkai, and after some discussion 
with the Resident, consented to adopt the measures lecom- 
mended by Major-Geneial Wellesley 

70 The Governor-General in Council has the honoui to 
annex to this despatch a copy of the insti actions issued by 
Major-General Wellesley to Colonel Muiray That document, 
togethei with the lettei from Major-Geneial Wellesley to the 
Commander-in-Chief to which the 66th paragraph of this 
despatch refers, will afford to your honoui able Committee 
complete information with respect to the plan of operations 
against Holkar to be undertaken from the Deccan and Guzeiat 

71 The Governor-General in Council now resumes the nai- 
rative of the pioceedings of his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief in Hindostan under the Governor- General in Council’s 
instructions of the 1 5th of April 

1 % During the negotiation with Jeswunt Rao Holkai the 
Commandei-in-Chief had continued to advance slowly towaids 
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the teiritoiies of the Rajah of Jyenagur for the combined 
purpose of acceleiatmg the piogiess of the negotiation with 
Holkar, of protecting the countiy of Jyenagur fioni any hostile 
attempt on the pait of Holkai, and of moie effectually pio- 
tecting the dominions of the Biitish Government, and of our 
allies, against the predatoiy inclusions of any bodies of troops 
m the diiection of the Jumna 

73 A detachment of considerable strength, under the com- 
mand of Lieut -Colonel Ball, occupied a position near Canoon, 
a town situated about eighty miles south-west of Delhi, which 
was calculated effectually to oppose the attempts of any body 
of troops to penetiate in that diiection into the lecently acquned 
possessions of the British Goveinment 

74 Previously to the leceipt of the Governor-General’s 
instructions of the i6th of April, the Commander-m-Chief had 
judged It to be expedient to adopt some ariangement calculated 
to airest the pi ogress of the depiedations which Holkai, 
retuimng from Adjmeer, had actually commenced within the 
territories of the Rajah of Jyenagur, wheie he occupied a 
position which menaced the security of the capital of that 
province Holkar had pieviously despatched his guns towaids 
Malwa, but lemamed at the head of a considerable body of 
hoise With a view to protect the city of Jyenagur, and to 
give confidence to the government and tioops of the Rajah, the 
Commander-m-Chief formed a detachment of three battalions 
of native infantry, under the command of the Honouiable 
Lieut -Colonel Monson, of his Majesty’s 7 * 5 th legiment, which 
marched towards Jyepoie on the i8th of April The march of 
the detachment was regulated in such a manner as to enable 
the Commander-in-Chief eventually to join it m one foiced 
march with the whole army On the 21st of April, the detach- 
ment under the command of Lieut -Colonel Monson arrived 
in the vicinity of Jyenagur. The detachment was accompanied 
by an officer despatched by the Commandei-m-Chief, with 
instructions to confer personally with the Rajah of Jyenagur on 
the means of opposing the designs of Holkai, and to peisuade 
the Rajah to adopt the most vigorous and decisive measuies 
towards the accomplishment of that object The march of 
the detachment to Jyenagur immediately compelled Holkar to 
retreat On the morning of the 231 d of April that chieftain 
suddenly retired from his position within the teiiitoiy of 
Jyenagui, and commenced his maich with gieat precipitation 
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to the southward Holkar was followed in his retieat by parties 
of Hmdostanee horse, uiidei the command of European officers, 
who had been detached b)^ the Commander-in-Chief for the 
purpose of observing Holkar’s motions, and haiassmg his troops 
on their march 

75 A short halt made by Holkar of tAvo days having induced 
the Commander-in-Chief to suspect that Holkar’s letreat might 
be intended as a feint, his Excellency thought it proper to 
advance with his army, directing the detachment under the 
command of Lieut -Colonel Monson to precede the mam army 
with the utmost expedition On the appioach of the Biitish 
troops, however, Holkai resumed his flight with the utmost 
precipitation, and with eveiy appearance of apprehension and 
alarm 

76 Holkar continued his letreat Avith the utmost celeiity 
until he arrived m the vicinity of Kotah, at which place he 
halted, the rapidity of his flight having placed him at so great 
a distance from the Biitish troops as to relieve him from the 
appiehension of any immediate attack The parties of Hin- 
dostanee hoise Avhich had been detached by the Commander- 
in- Chief continued to accompany his retreat, and had oppor- 
tunities of engaging parties of his troops Regular information 
was received by the Commander-in-Chief fiom the officers com- 
manding the Hmdostanee horse employed in the pursuit of 
Holkar, which desciibed the situation of that chieftain during 
his flight to be in the utmost degree wretched and distiessed 
The countiies thiough which he passed had been nearly deso- 
lated by Ins foimer outrages, and afforded a scanty subsistence 
for his troops, of whom great numbers deserted 

77 After Holkai ’s flight the Commander-m-Chief received a 
lettei fiom that chieftain, lecommencing piotestations of friend- 
ship, and proposing to despatch a vakeel to the Commandei-m- 
Chief The Commander-in-Chief replied to this oveituie by 
referring to the propositions which he had originally offeied to 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s acceptance. Copies of those documents 
are annexed to this despatch 

78 The Commander-in-Chief continued the march foi some 
days m the direction of Holkar s flight, the detachment under 
Lieut -Colonel Monson still continuing in advance His Ex- 
cellency proposed to attack the fort of Rampooiah, belonging 
to Holkar, the occupation of which by the Biitish troops Avould 
deprive that chieftain of his possessions m that quarter of India 



46 a RAMPOORAH STORMED DEFENSIVE PRECAUTIONS. 

For this service his Excellency detached a foice consisting of 
thiee battalions of native infantry, one legiment of native 
cavaliy, and a pioportion of heavy oidnance and field aitillery, 
under the command of Lieut -Colonel Don The detachment 
arrived before Rampooiah on the That fort 

was assaulted by a paity of the troops under Lieut -Colonel Don 
on the i6th of May, and earned with the gieatest gallantry and 
lapidity The despatch from the Commandei-in-Chief, of which 
a copy IS annexed to this despatch, contains an account of the 
assault and captuic of Rampooiah, which leflects the highest 
honoui on the officers and tioops who were engaged on that 
service 

79 The lapid flight of Holkai, and his distance from the 
Commandei-in-Chief, and fiom the detachment undei Lieut - 
Colonel Monson, lendered it highly impiobablc that any force 
acting fiom Hindostan would be able to bring Holkar to action 
The impiobabihty of HolkaFs ictuin to the upper parts of 
Hindostan, combined with the advices which the Commander- 
in-Chief had leceived of the foiwaid state of preparations m 
Guzeiat, and the conviction that the opeiations of the Biitish 
tioops m that quaiter, in conceit with those of Scmdiah, affoidcd 
during the piesent season the only prospect of making an 
effectual impression on the teiiitories of Holkar, appeared to 
lender it expedient to withdiaw the mam body of the British 
army from the advanced position which it occupied, and to 
confine the plan of opeiations on the side of Hindostan to the 
adoption of measures for the effectual exclusion of Holkai fiom 
that quarter 

80 With this view, his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
diiected Lieut -Colonel Monson to foim such a disposition of 
his force as should completely obstiuct the letuin of Holkar m 
that direction The foice under Lieut -Colonel Monson was 
fully equal to any which it was piobable that Holkar would be 
able to oppose to it before the season for more active opeiations 
should arrive. The possession of Rampooiah, and of the teiii- 
toiies of Holkar which depended on that foit, also contributed 
to oppose any attempt of that chieftain to return towaids the 
position from which he had fled 

8 1 A large body of Scmdiah’s troops, which liad advanced 
from Ougem to co-operate with the Commandei-in-Chief, was 
mstiucted to press upon Holkar, and to harass him on his 
maich 
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8a The Goveinoi-General entirely approved the aiiangement 
which the Commander-m-Chief had lesolved to adopt 

83 In the actual state of affaiis, it appeared to the Governor- 
General in Council to be impiacticable to cany on active 
opeiations against Jeswunt Rao Holkar until the close of the 
lainy season, when it might be expected that those countries 
which had been desolated by the lavages of the piedatory 
tioops of the Mahiatta chieftains, in the contests which pieceded 
the conclusion of the treaty of Bassein, and by the deficiency 
of ram duiing the last season, would afford subsistence to the 
Biitish troops which might be employed against the terntoiies 
and lesources of Jeswunt Rao Holkai m the Deccan The 
Goveinoi-Geneial m Council deemed this to be a favourable 
moment for withdi awing the British tioops m every quarter of 
India to their usual stations, with the exception of the subsidiary 
forces which the British Government is bound to furnish to the 
Peishwa and the Guikwar, to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the 
Ranah of Gohud. With this view, the Governoi-Geneial, on 
the a5th of May, issued the notes of instructions of which a 
copy IS transmitted for the information of your honourable 
Committee 

84 The completion of the arrangements prescribed m the 
notes of instructions will enable the British Government, at the 
close of the lainy season, to reduce the power of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar within due bounds, without entailing any further expense 
than that to which the British Government is exposed by the 
establishment of the subsidiary forces at Poona and with the 
Guikwar, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Ranah of Gohud , for 
which, however, the most ample resouices have been provided 
by our subsidiary engagements with those states respectively. 
Youi honourable Committee will remark with satisfaction, that 
the whole of the subsidiary tioops m the Deccan, forming a 
force of upwaids of aZjOoo men^, may be employed against 


^ At Hyderabad — i legiment Europeans, 6 battalions Sepoys, 2 legi- 
ments Native Cavaliy, 2 companies Artillery, i company Pioneers At 
Poona — 6 battalions Sepoys, 2 companies Artilleiy, i regiment Native 
Cavalry With Dowlut Rao Scmdiah — 6 battalions Sepoys, 2 companies 
Artillery, i regiment Native Cavalr) With the Guikwar — 2 battalions 
Sepoys, I company Artillery Total — i regiment Europeans, 3 regi- 
ments Native Cavalry, 20 battalions Native Infantry, 7 companies 
Artillery, i compan)^ Pioneers 
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Jeswunt Rao Holkar, or any other disturbei of the public 
tranquillity, without mcuning any serious demands on the 
permanent establishments of your respective presidencies, or 
without making any considerable addition to the military 
charges in India Your honourable Committee will not fail to 
appreciate the advantages of an ariangement by which the 
charges of so considerable a proportion of the established mili- 
tary foice of India is defrayed by foreign subsidies Adverting 
to the constant state of preparation and equipment in which 
the subsidiary forces must be maintained, your honourable 
Committee will not fail to estimate the influence and security 
which the British Government must derive from the establish- 
ment in the heart of the Deccan of so foimidable a force, in 
positions calculated at once to repel external aggression and to 
secure the maintenance of tianquillity within your flouiishing 
and extensive possessions m the peninsula of India 

85 On the of May last, the Commander-in-Chief com- 
menced his maich on his return towards the British possessions, 
for the purpose of cantoning the troops at their usual stations, 
with such changes of position as the state of our newly-acquired 
possessions may demand 

86 It has been stated in the 74th paragiaph of this despatch, 
that the Commandei-m-Chief had detached a body of Hin- 
dostanee cavalry to accompany the movements of Holkai’s 
troops That body of cavalry consisted of two paities , one 
commanded by Captain Gai diner, an officer in the service of 
the Rajah of Jyenagur, and the other by Lieutenant Lucan, of 
his Majesty’s 74th regiment 

87 On the moining of the 29th of May, Captain Gardiner, 
with the detachment under his command, arrived at a place 
called Balloo-Kheiy, where he received intelligence that a 
native chieftain, in the interest of J eswunt Rao Holkar, named 
Tantia, was encamped with 3 battalions of infantry, ii guns, 
300 Mewattees, and 3,000 horse, at the distance of about 5 miles 
from Captain Gai diner’s position Captain Gardiner imme- 
diately addressed a letter to Lieutenant Lucan, who occupied 
a position about two miles in the rear, apprizing him of the 
circumstance, and requesting Lieutenant Lucan’s assistance in 
attacking Tantia’s paity. Lieutenant Lucan soon joined Cap- 
tain Gardmei’s party, and the two divisions lost no time m 
advancing towards the enemy 

88 Tantia having before been apprized of the approach of 
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the force under Captain Gai diner and Lieutenant Lucan, was 
leti eating with his battalions to a strong position, which they 
leached about nine o'clock on the 39th of May In this situation 
they were attacked by the united detachments of Captain 
Gardiner and Lieutenant Lucan, which had been divided into 
four parties for the puipose of pressing the battalions on every 
side and of preventing their escape. At five o'clock P M the 
guns attached to Lieutenant Lucan's division arrived after a 
march of thirty-five miles, when the native chieftain command- 
ing Tantia's battalions demanded a pailey, and agreed to 
sui render his paity on condition of being escorted in safety to 
the camp of Bappoo Scindiah, the officer commanding the 
advanced army of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and of never serving 
against the British Government These terms having been 
acceded to by Captain Gai diner, the battalions (surrounded by 
paities of Captain Gardiner and Lieutenant Lucan's cavahy) 
immediately commenced their march to Balloo-Khery. The 
force of the battalions, including 300 Mewattees, amounts to 
3099 effective men Tantia himself retreated with his cavalry, 
on the first appearance of the divisions under Captain Gardiner 
and Lieutenant Lucan 

89 On the 2d of June the Governor-General in Council 
received information that a body of predatory horse had made 
an mcuision into the province of Bundlecund 

90 Lieutenant-Colonel Fawcett, who, by the illness of Colonel 
Powell, and the death of Lieutenant-Colonel Polhill, had acci- 
dentally succeeded to the command of the British troops serving 
in the piovmce of Bundlecund, consisting of 450 European 
infantry, foui battalions of sepoys, and two squadrons of native 
cavalry, had sent a detachment of seven companies of sepoys, 
a troop of native cavahy, and the park of artillery, under the 
command of Captain Smith, to attack a fort at the distance of 
about five miles from Lieutenant-Colonel P'awcett’s position at 
Kooch. 

91. On the morning of the 33d of May, the party of predatory 
hoise succeeded m cutting off a pait of Captain Smith’s detach- 
ment, which was posted in the Pettah of the fort This party 
consisted of Captain Feade, and Lieutenant Morris of the 
artillery, with two serjeants, two corporals, four gunners, and 
forty-one matiosses, and a proportion of Lascais, Mr. Hooper, 
assistant-suigeon, and two companies of sepoys from the ist 
battalion i8th regiment, under Lieutenant Gillespie. The whole 

H h 
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of the party was cut off with the exception of 1 30 wounded 
natives, who returned to Lieutenant-Colonel Fawcett’s camp on 
the 24th of May, two howit/cis, two 12-poundcrs, one 6-poundcr, 
and all the lumbiils belonging to the parks wcic also captuied 
by the party of predatory hoise. Captain Smith, with the 
remaining five companies of scpo\s, letieatcd (with the loss of 
one man onl}) to Lieut -Colonel Fawcett’s camp The party 
of picdatoi}’ horse made se\cial attempts to cut off Captain 
Smith’s icticat but without success. 

92 The detail of this disaster will be found stated in the 
annexed copy of a dcsp.itch fiom Lieut -Colonel Fawcett, under 
date the 2 2d of Maj’’ 

93 The paity of prcdatoiy hoise was oiiginally stated to be 
fifteen 01 twenty thousand in number, and to be commanded by 
Ameer Khaun. foimcrly a paili/an of Jesw'unt Rao Ilolkar. 
Fiom infoimation, howc\ci, subsequently received, tlicic is e\''ciy 
icason to believe that this paity of piedatoiy horse did not 
exceed fi\c thousand, that the} did not belong to Ameer Khaun, 
and that the picdatory incursion had no connection with the 
movements of Jeswunt Rao Holkai but was a mcie incursion 
of vagi ant banditti for the pin pose of obtaining subsistence by 
plunder 

94 The same pait}'- of predatory hoise aflciwaids attacked 
the tow'll of Calpec, and attempted to cross the Jumna, but vas 
icpulscd by two companies of sepo} s undci the command of 
Captain Jones . and was aftcrwaids defeated ncai Kooch on the 
30th of Ma}'- by Colonel Sheppard, commanding a small party of 
tioops lately in the service of Ambajee Ingha Since that period 
of time the predator}’^ horse have entirely evacuated the province 
of Bimdlccund 

95. Their piogress howcvei, from Eiitch to Calpee, and from 
Calpee to Kooch, the greatest paiL of w'hich tract of countiy 
belongs to the Nana of Calpee, w'as maikcd by plunder, cruelty 
and devastation 

96 Lieut.-Colonel Fawcett subsequently moved w'lth his de- 
tachment in various diiections fiom Kooch to the river Betw'ah, 
thence to the Jumna, and ultimately maiched to Calpee 

97 In the couise of the various marches of the detachment, 
the troops experienced the utmost dcgiee of distress fiom the 
intense heat of the w'eathei, and from the deficiency of forage 
and provisions, and the lives of several valuable officers and 
men w'^eie lost by the mere effects of excessive heat and fatigue 
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98 The conduct of Lieut -Colonel Fawcett on this occasion 
appearing to the Governor- General to be in the highest degree 
censuiable, contraiy to the positive orders of the Commander- 
in-Chief, and utterly inconsistent with the duty of Lieut - Colonel 
Fawcett, and unworthy of the chaiacter of a British officer, the 
Goveinor-Geneial directed that Lieut -Colonel Fawcett should 
be placed undei ariest, and that a judicial investigation into his 
conduct should be instituted The Commander-in-Chief, imme- 
diately on the receipt of the intelligence of the destruction of the 
party detached from the force under the command of Captain 
Smith, had issued ordeis to Lieut -Colonel Fawcett, directing 
that officer to deliver ovei his command to the officer next m 
rank with the design of instituting a judicial enquiry into Lieut - 
Colonel Fawcett’s conduct The Commander-m-Chief has also 
placed Captain Smith m anest, with a view of instituting an 
enquiry into his conduct, which appears also to have been 
blameable 

99. At this period of time, Captain John Baillie who con- 
ducted on the part of his Excellency the Commander-m-Chief 
all political and civil duties in Bundlecund, resided at Banda, a 
place situated to the southward of the river Betwa, and nearly 
in the centre of that part of the piovmce of Bundlecund, m 
which the Biitish authority had been established The force 
with Captain Baillie consisted only of a small force of cavalry 
belonging to Shumsheie Bahaudei, about 200 cavalry belonging 
to Rajah Himmut Bahauder, and 1000 sepoys, under the com- 
mand of an European officei 111 the service of the latter chieftain 
Notwithstanding the constei nation which had spread throughout 
the province of Bundlecund on the incursion of the predatory 
horse, whose numbers had been gieatly exaggeiated, Captain 
Baillie deemed it to be his duty to maintain his situation at all 
hazards, and the Governor-General 111 Council is satisfied that 
the preseiwation of tranquillity in the distiicts m our possession 
south of the Betwa is to be ascribed entirely to the confidence 
inspired, and to the subordination maintained thioughout those 
districts, by the firmness, manly prudence, and fortitude mani- 
fested by Captain Baillie on that occasion 

100 On the day after the receipt of the intelligence of the 
destiuction of the party detached from the force under the 
command of Captain Smith, the Commandei-in-Chief marched 
from the position which he then occupied with the whole of 
the cavalry with the intention of ciossing the Jumna, and 

H h 2 
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of proceeding tlirough the Doab to the south-east, for the 
protection of that territory from the eventual incursion of 
the predatory horse 

101 In consequence of the late occurrences in Bundlecund, 
the Governor-General deemed it necessary to adopt an airange- 
ment for the complete establishment of the British authority 
throughout the districts of Bundlecund, ceded to the honouiable 
Company by his Highness the Peishwa, and foi the consolida- 
tion of the civil and military authoiities in that province, 
and foi its future security against any irruption of piedatory 
hoise 

102 By the latest accounts, Jeswunt Rao Holkar had letieated 
to within a short distance of Ougein, still followed by the 
irregular cavalry, under the command of Captain Gardiner, and 
whilst the detachment under Lieut -Colonel Monson occupied a 
position calculated to pieclude the possibility of Holkai’s return 
into Hindostan 

103 It may be reasonably expected that during the course of 
the rainy season now commencing the situation of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar will be arranged m such a manner as to secure the peace 
of India In the meanwhile the Company’s provinces enjoy a 
state of perfect tranquillity, and the Governor-General m Council 
expects to be able to complete all the arrangements connected 
with the late treaties of peace and subsidy previously to the 
conclusion of the rams With a view to accelerate these desiiable 
objects, the Governor-General proposes to proceed by water to the 
upper provinces m the course of a few days, and hopes to be able 
to meet the Commander-m-Chief m the course of the month of 
August , after which event, the Governor-General will have the 
honour to submit to your honourable Committee a more detailed 
state of the arrangements connected with the late treaties of 
peace and subsidy 

We have the honoui to be, &c 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow 
G Udny 
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67. Marquess Wellesley’s Motes on the War with Holkar, 

Necessity of rc-tnforcing Lieut -Colonel Monson ivith 

European tioops 

(Extract ) 

Foit William, July 28, 1804. 

a This state of circumstances presents a favourable oppor- 
tunity for sti iking a decisive blow against Holkai’s power and 
lesources No expectation can be entei tamed of any accommo- 
dation with Holkar as long as he shall remain m any degree of 
foice In the actual situation of affaiis, a defensive war on our 
pait would be attended with the most serious consequences to 
our leputation and mteiests It does not appear that either of 
the coips under the command of Colonel Murray, and of Lieut.- 
Colonel Monson, are sufficiently stiong to encountei singly 
Holkai’s foice m the field We must not depend on Scmdiah 
foi assistance, and whether his lecent conduct proceeds from 
treachery, or from inability to put his tioops into motion, it is 
evident that no aid will be derived fiom his co-opeiation m the 
piosecLition of hostilities against Holkai It is also evident that 
as long as Holkar shall be enabled to maintain a superioiity in 
the field, it will be impossible for the detachments undei Colonel 
Muriay and Lieut -Colonel Monson, to effect a junction of their 
forces, and a protracted and expensive wai may be expected to 
be the consequence of this system of operations 

3 Under these ciicumstances it appears to be highly expe- 
dient to adopt immediate measuies for the attack of Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar. The first step with a view to this desiiable object 
is to reinforce either of the detachments under Colonel Murray 
01 Lieut -Colonel Monson, to the extent which may be neces- 
sary to enable either of those detachments to encounter singly 
the army of Holkai. The two detachments may then effect 
a junction, or adopt any other system of operations which may 
be deemed more advisable 

4. From the distance of Colonel Murray’s detachment from 
the troops in the Deccan, it will be impossible to reinforce him 
from that quarter, and the foice stationed m Guzerat will be 
required foi the piotection of that province against predatory 
incursions It appeals, theiefore, to be necessary to reinforce 
the detachment under Lieut.-Colonel Monson, with a regiment 
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of European cavalry, and iwo, or if possible regiments 

of native cavalry, and with such a proportion of native infantry 
and European artillery, as shall enable Lieut -Colonel Monson 
to advance against Holkar, and to leave a sufficient corps to 
defend the Mucundia Pass, and to prevent any incursion in that 
direction into Hindostan It would be very desirable, if pos- 
sible, to afford to Lieut -Colonel Monson a reinforcement of 
European infantry The Commander-in-chief knows how far he 
can rely on our native infantiy for the attack of Holkar’s 
artillery, supposing Holkar s artillery to be as formidable as it 
has been lately described 

5 If the native tioops should be deemed unequal to the 
attack, what arrangement can be immediately adopted for the 
attainment of that impoitant object How can an Euiopean 
force be supplied to Lieutenant-Colonel Monson for the attack 
of J eswunt Rao Holkar’s artillery ^ 


68 The Governor- Gfeneral m Council to the Honourable the 
Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of Directors ^ 

Progress of the War Operations against Bhuitpore Critical 

lelations with Scindiah 

Fort William, March 24, 1805 

Honourable Sirs, 

In our despatch of the 15th of June, 1804, the Governor- 
General m Council had the honour to submit to your honourable 
Committee a statement of the circumstances and considerations 
which had compelled the British Government to adopt measures 
for the reduction of the power of J eswunt Rao Holkar, within 
such limits as might be consistent with the secuiity of the rights 
and interests of the British Government and its allies, and of the 
successful commencement of hostile operations against the troops 
of that chieftain 


^ A great part of this voluminous despatch does not relate, directly, to 
the war with Holkar It has been therefore omitted But it was thought 
desirable to insert the passages describing the ciisis at Scindiah’s Court, 
which threatened the renewal of hostilities between that Chief and the 
British Government Nor was it thought necessary to reproduce the 
arrangements preliminary to operations in the Deccan, or the tedious and 
uninstructive detail of detached actions during the latter part of the war 
with Holkar, in Cuttack, Rohilkund, and Bundlecund 
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In that despatch the Goveinor-Geneial in Council communi- 
cated to youi honourable Committee the general plan of opeia 
tions oiigmally intended to be pursued for the reduction of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkars powei Your honourable Committee 
will have observed that the basis of that plan was a combination 
of the movements and opeiations of the Biitish troops and 
those of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Guickwai, acting against 
the forces and teriitoiies of Holkai fiom Guzerat, Malwa, and the 
Deccan, while the mam army under the peisonal direction of 
his Excellency the Commander-m-Chief pursued the enemy from 
Hmdostan. 

It was not expected that the whole of this plan of operations 
could be immediately earned into effect, and we appiized your 
honourable Committee in oui despatch of the i>)th of June, of 
the insui mountable obstacles opposed to the immediate advance 
of the army of the Deccan which was destined to occupy the 
foits and teiiitory of Holkai, south of the Nerbudda, by the 
desolated state of the country through which that army would 
have occasion to pass Until those obstacles, however, should 
have been lemoved by the return of the rainy season, we had 
reason to expect that the operations of the Biitish troops on the 
side of Hmdostan, combined with those of the allied forces from 
Malwah and Guzerat, would either effect the destiuction of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai ’s force, oi would circumscribe the move- 
ments of the enemy in such a manner as to occasion the 
dispel Sion of his forces, or at least to prevent his return to 
Hmdostan aftei the army of his Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief should have compelled him to letiie fiom the position 
which he occupied within the teiritory of the Rajah of Jyenagui. 

Yourhonouiable Committee has been apprized by our despatch 
of the J5th of June, that the detachment undei the command of 
Colonel Monson had compelled the enemy to letire from that 
position The Governor-Geneial in Council furthei appiized 
your honourable Committee of the circumstances, which in the 
judgment of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief lendeied 
it expedient to withdraw the mam body of the British army 
from the advanced position which it occupied, and to confine 
the plan of operations on the side of Hmdostan, to the adop- 
tion of measures for the effectual exclusion of Holkar from 
that quarter, until the return of a season more favouiable for 
active opeiations 

Youi honouiable Committee will have obscivcd that his 




a copy of the Governoi -General’s notes of the 35th of May, 
picsciibing the detail of these pioposed ai rangements, and 
your honouiable Committee will not fail to obseive that those 
aiiangements weie not limited to the object of providing for the 
supposed situation of affairs, but were calculated to meet the 
exigency of any piobable occuii ence, 01 futuic state of circum- 
stances Those ai rangements weie fiamed on pimciples calcu- 
lated to piovide not only for the contingency of an eironcous 
estimate of the 1 educed power and lesouiccs of jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, and of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s inactivity, but even for 
the possible event of a combination of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s 
foiccs with those of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berai 

No doubt whatevei can be entei tamed that the completion 
of the pioposed ariangements would have seemed the accom- 
plishment of the expectation announced to youi honouiable 
Committee in oui despatch of the 15th of June, of effecting the 
leduction of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s power at the close of the 
rams, without any considciable expence, since the stipulated 
stiength of each of the subsidiaiy forces, combined vith their 
assigned positions, was such as to lender them iriesistible by the 
tioops of any native power, and to afifoid the certain means of 
piessing with success upon the enemy to whatevei point he 
might diiect his foices 

The reports which the Governoi-Geneial in Council oiiginally 
leceived of the nature and extent of the incursion into the 
province of Bundlecund, of which the substance is stated in our 
despatch to youi honouiable Committee of the 15th of June, 
lendeied it necessaiy in the Goveinoi -General’s judgment to 
diiect the suspension of the aiiangements prescribed by the 
notes of the 35th of May, and the vigoious piosecution of 
hostilities against Jeswunt Rao Holkai, and accordingly the 
Goveinoi -Geneial m an official letter, addiessed to his Excel- 
lency the Commandei-m- Chief, undei date the 8th of June, 1804, 
stating the sentiments of the Governoi -General 1 dative to the 
possible consequences of the iriuption into Bundlecund, and to 
the conduct of Lieut -Colonel Fawcett, who commanded the 
troops stationed m that province, authorized the Commander-m- 
Chief to postpone the prescribed ai rangements, and to employ 
eveiy effort to reduce Jeswunt Rao Holkar and the piedatoiy 
chiefs connected with him or acting upon oui fiontiers, or within 
the teiiitories of our allies, m the pm suit of sepaiate schemes of 
plunder 
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ABOVE GROUNDS OF CONFIDENCE FALLACIOUS 


Although It 'appeared by subsequent information that the 
reports which the Govei nor-General had originally received with 
regard to the extent of the foice, which had invaded Bundlecund, 
were greatly exaggerated, that the number of the predatory 
horse which had entered Bundlecund did not exceed 5000, and 
that the invaders had abandoned the piovmce, the Governor- 
General did not think pioper to revoke his oiders for the 
prosecution of active measures against Jeswunt Rao Holkar and 
his adheients, because the success of that predatoiy force in 
destroying a detachment of British tioops, and in accomplishing 
Its objects of plunder and devastation, and especially the letreat 
of the British troops, under the command of Lieut -Colonel 
Fawcett, might encourage similar attempts on a more extended 
scale on the pait of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, or of other predatory 
chiefs, and because m the actual positions of the several branches 
of oui military foice, the operation of the orders for the prosecu- 
tion of active measures against Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and other 
predatory chiefs to a certain extent, was not calculated to prevent 
or even to letard the ultimate accomplishment of the arrange- 
ments prescribed by the notes of the 25th of May, if circum- 
stances should render the immediate prosecution of active 
measures of hostility unnecessary or inexpedient. 

The causes which have protracted the existing disturbances 
beyond the expected period of time, will be traced in the ensuing 
narrative of transactions and occurrences. 

Your honourable Committee was informed by oui despatch 
of the 15th of June, 1804, that his Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief, with the army under his personal command, had 
commenced his march on his return from the vicinity of Jyenagur 
tC) the Biitish possessions for the purpose of cantoning the troops 
at their usual stations, and m the loist paragraph of that despatch 
It IS stated, that on the day after his Excellency’s receipt of the 
intelligence of the incursion of a body of predatory horse into 
the province of Bundlecund, the Commander-in-Chief maiched 
from the position which he then occupied with the whole of the 
cavalry, with the intention of crossing the Jumna, and of pro- 
ceeding through the Doab to the south-east for the protection 
of that territoiy from the eventual incursions of the predatory 
horse 

The repulse and letreat of the banditti, however, which had 
entered Bundlecund, rendered unnecessary the adoption of any 
extraordmaiy measures for the protection of the Doab and his 
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Excellency the Command ei-in-Chief pursued Ins maich to 
Cawnpoie, where the whole of the Euiopcan cavaliy and infantry 
had ai rived befoie the middle of the month of June On his 
march, the Commander-in-Chief cantoned the native tioops m 
diffeient positions on the light bank of the Jumna, and at such 
stations within the teiiitoiy of the Doab, as appealed to be best 
calculated to piovide foi the security and tranquillity of oui 
possessions m that quartei 

Oui despatch of the 15th of June, contained a narrative of the 
opeiations of the detachment commanded by the honouiable 
Lieut -Colonel Monson fiom the period of its foimation until the 
close of the month of May, the date of the latest advices which 
had been received at Foit William, lelative to the opeiations of 
that detachment 

After the captuie of the Foit of Rampoora by a detachment 
under the command of Lieut -Colonel Don on the 1 6th of May, 
as stated m the 78th paiagiaph of the same despatch, Lieut - 
Colonel Don leaving m that foit a sufficient gaiiison, joined the 
detachment under the command of Lieut -Colonel Monson, with 
the lemaindci of his force 

With this le-mforcemcnt Lieut -Colonel Monson moved to the 
southwaid in the diiection of Kotah, near which place he ai lived 
eaily 111 the month of June Colonel Monson was joined at 
Kotah by a body of tioops in the service of the Rajah of Kotah, 
who had on many occasions, expressed a decided inclination to 
obtain the fiiendship of the Biitish Government, and whose 
oveituics to the Commandci-in-Chief for the establishment of a 
moie intimate connection with the British Government wcie 
stated to youi Honourable Committee m our despatch of the 
12th of Apiil, together with the reasons which induced the 
Governor-General to suspend the negotiation 

Colonel Monson having advanced fiom Kotah, arrived at the 
stiong pass of Mokundra, situated about 30 miles to the south- 
waid of Kotah, and having halted a few days at the pass foi the 
purpose of collecting supplies, he resumed his march on the 28th 
of June, and on the ist of July, arrived in the vicinity of the 
fortiess of Hinglaisguih , this foit, which is represented to be a 
place of considerable stiength, is an ancient possession of the 
Holkar family, and was at this time, occupied by a gairison m 
the mteiest of Jeswunt Rao Holkai, consisting of 800 foot and 
300 hoise Jeswunt Rao Holkar, who is said to have attached 
consideiable impoitancc to the possession of Hmglaisgurh, was at 
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this time, encamped about forty-four miles from that fort with his 
whole force Lieut -Colonel Monson states, that these considera- 
tions induced him to attack the fort without delay accordingly 
on the evening of the ist of July, Lieut -Colonel Monson detached 
a party of the troops under his command against the fort The 
paity (which was placed under the command of Majoi Sinclair) 
consisted of 9 companies of the ad battalion ad regiment of 
native infantiy, with 6 six-pounders, and a party of Hindos- 
tanee cavalry commanded by Lieutenant Lucan. 

On the ad of July, Majoi Sinclair, with the foice under his 
command, arrived within a shoit distance of the fort, which was 
assaulted on the evening of that day, and carried by the British 
tioops with the gieatest gallantry and rapidity, and with mcon- 
sideiable loss on oui pait 

Aftei the capture of Hinglaisguih, Lieut -Colonel Monson 
advanced his position about fifty miles from the Mokundra pass, 
in which position he was informed that he would be able to 
proem e supplies Lieut -Colonel Monson also expected to be 
able to communicate with Colonel Muriay, at that time, on his 
maich, with a considerable detachment of troops, from Guzeiat, 
towards Ougem 

The coips under the command of Lieut -Colonel Monson at 
this peiiod, consisted of five battalions of sepoys, with a propor- 
tion of artillery, and of two bodies of irrcgulai horse, under the 
command of Lieutenant Lucan, and of Bapojee Scindiah, amount- 
ing to about 3000 men 

On the 7 th of July 1804, Lieut -Colonel Monson received intelli- 
gence, that Jeswunt Rao Holkar, (who, since his retreat before 
the army of the Commander-m-Chief, had occupied a position 
in Malwa, having the Chumbul rivei between him and Lieut - 
Colonel Monson’s corps) had crossed the Chumbul river with 
the whole of his army and guns Lieut -Colonel Monson was 
desiious of attacking Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and moved towards 
the place at which it was stated that Jeswunt Rao Holkar had 
crossed the Chumbul river It appears, however, that Lieut - 
Colonel Monson found, that he had only two days’ grain in his 
camp , part of his corps had been detached to bung up gram , 
one battalion of his force was on its maich to join him from 
Hinglaisgurh, and he expected to be joined by an escort, with 
treasure foi the use of his detachment Lieut -Colonel Monson 
had also received accounts from Colonel Murray, of that officer’s 
intention to fall back on the Myhie iiver. This movement, and 
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the causes stated to justify it, aie subsequently described in this 
despatch 

Lieut -Colonel Monson also received information, that the 
extent of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s foice was such as to render 
it impiudent to hazaid a geneial engagement Undei these 
circumstances, Lieut -Colonel Monson determined to retire to 
the Mokundia pass Accoidmgly, the whole of the baggage 
and stoies, belonging to Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment, 
was sent off at foui A M on the morning of the 8th of July 
1804, to Soonaiah, and Lieut -Colonel Monson remained on the 
ground of encampment, with his detachment foimed m older of 
battle, until half-past nine At that houi Lieut - Colonel Monson 
commenced his retieat, leaving Lieutenant Lucan and Bappojee 
Scindiah with the 11 regular cavaliy on the ground, with oiders 
to follow in half an houi, and to send to Lieut -Colonel Monson 
the earliest intelligence of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s motions 

The detachment had maiched nearly twelve miles, when 
Lieut -Colonel Monson leceived intelligence, that Lieutenant 
Lucan’s paity had been attacked, at a considerable distance, 
in the 1 ear of Lieut -Colonel Monson’s division, by the whole 
of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s cavalry On the receipt of this 
intelligence, Lieut -Colonel Monson formed his troops m older 
of battle, and was proceeding to the support of Lieutenant 
Lucan’s detachment, when Bappojee Scmdiah joined Lieut.- 
Colonel Monson’s division, bringing intelligence that the rear 
guard had been defeated, that many chiefs had been either killed 
or wounded, and that Lieutenant Lucan, with seveial chiefs, 
were taken prisoners In consequence of this infoimation, 
Lieut -Colonel Monson resumed his march in the diiection of 
the Mokundra Pass, whcie he arrived at noon on the 9th of 
July, without having been molested by the enemy 

The intelligence of the commencement of Lieut -Colonel 
Monson’s retreat leached the Commander-m-Chief at Cawnpore 
on the 1 8th of July His Excellency immediately adopted 
measures for re-mforemg Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment, 
and for supplying it with gram, in the hope of enabling that 
detachment to maintain its ground against the enemy His 
Excellency also made such arrangements as appeared to be 
best calculated for the security of the British territories against 
any incursion which the continued retreat or defeat of Lieut - 
Colonel Monson’s detachment might eventually encouiage and 
enable the enemy to attempt 
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Oul despatch to youi honourable Committee of the 15^^^ of 
June 1804, represented the condition of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s 
foice, accoiding to the mfoimation then before us, to be m the 
utmost degiee wretched and distiessed, and his tioops to be 
deseiting m great numbers Upon the giound of this informa- 
tion were partly founded instructions to the Resident with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, under date the 50th June 1804, on the 
subject of effecting an accommodation with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, through the agency of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, the sub- 
stance of which will be found stated in that pai t of this despatch 
which relates to the transactions at the Court of that chieftain 
Before the close of the month of July, howevei, the Governor- 
General m Council leceivcd mfoimation, that m the eaily part 
of that month, Jeswunt Rao Holkar had found means, probably 
from the remains of Scindiah’s disbanded forces, to collect a 
large body of cavaliy and infantry, with a laige tram of artillery, 
and was posted with the whole of his foice in the vicinity of 
the Mokundia Pass 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council is not yet sufficiently 
infoimed with legard to the detail of tiansactioiis and events in 
the southern and western piovinces of Hmdostan, which imme- 
diately followed the letreat of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, to be able 
to explain, with accuiacy and piecision, the means by which 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar was enabled so consideiably to augment 
the numbei, and to levive the spiiit of his tioops, notwithstand- 
ing the piecipitation of his flight, the real distress of his aimy, 
and the apparently desperate condition of his affairs The 
investigation of the conduct and movements of the British 
detachments employed against the army of Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
may be expected to elucidate this subject, and to afford the 
means of explaining in a satisfactory manner the causes of that 
change in the situation of affairs which produced the necessity 
of adopting a system of measures and arrangements entirely 
different from those by which the Governor-General in Council 
confidently hoped to accomplish the effectual reduction of the 
power of Jeswunt Rao Holkar 

The Governor-General m Council deems it propel in this 
place to state to your honouiable Committee, the substance of 
the insti actions which the Governor-General issued to his 
Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief, on a consideration of this 
change m the situation of affaiis, and the sentiments on which 
those instructions weie founded 
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It did not appear probable that Holkar would again separate 
the extensive force which he had been enabled to assemble, 
unless the necessity of his affairs should compel him to adopt 
that measure A division of his force would evidently expose 
some part of it to the hazard of being destroyed by eithei of the 
^ detachments under Colonel Murray, or Lieut -Colonel Monson, 
01 by the troops of Scindiah, or of some other of the native 
chiefs 

This state of cii cumstances therefoie, appealed to the 
Governor-General to present a favouiable opportunity of effect- 
ing a decisive blow against Holkai’s army 

No expectation could be entertained of effecting an accom- 
modation with Holkai, consistent with the honour and mteiests 
of the British Government, while he should remain m force, and 
our perseverance m a system of defensive aiiangements, undei 
actual circumstances, was manifestly calculated to injure the 
reputation of the British power, and to encouiage the hopes of 
the enemy 

Neither of the corps under Colonel Muriay, or Lieut -Colonel 
Monson acting separately, appeared to be of sufficient stiength 
to contend with success against the whole of Holkar’s force, nor 
while Holkar maintained a superiority m the field, could those 
two detachments effect a junction. No aid could be expected 
from Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who had entirely failed m per- 
forming the obligation of the alliance, (as stated in a subsequent 
part of this despatch ) 

The immediate attack of Jeswunt Rao Holkar appealed, 
under these circumstances, to be obviously the most expedient 
couise of policy It appealed to the Governor-General that this 
object might be accomplished with most expedition and facility, 
by re-mforcmg the detachment under the command of Colonel 
Murray, or of Lieut -Colonel Monson, to such an extent as to 
enable it to contend singly against Holkar’s whole force It 
was obvious that when this object should have been effected, the 
two detachments would be able to effect a junction, or to undei- 
take any other operation which might appear to be advisable 

The distance of Colonel Mui ray's corps from the station of 
tlie British troops in the Deccan, and the necessity of retaining 
in Guzerat the force stationed in that piovmce, piecluded the 
practicability of strengthening the detachment undei the com- 
mand of Colonel Murray in any material degree The attention 
of the Commandei-in-Chief was therefore directed to the means 
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of le-inforcing Colonel Monson’s detachment with a sufficient 
body of European and native cavaliy, infantiy, and artillery 
The Commandei-in-Chief was directed to exeicise his discretion 
with regard to the expediency of placing this foice under the 
oiders of an officei of supcrioi rank to eithei of those who 
commanded the separate detachments, and of investing the ^ 
officer so appointed with poweis to conclude, under favour- 
able ciicumstances, a pacific airangement with Holkar The 
Governoi-Geneial in Council was still of opinion that great 
advantage would be deiivcd from an accommodation with 
Holkar on the terms pioposed in the mstiuctions to the 
Resident with Scindiah of the 30th of June, but the Commandei- 
m-Chief was directed to consider an eaily and vigoious attack 
on Holkar’s force, and if necessar}'-, the 1 eduction of Ins power 
and lesouices, to be the mam object of his attention 

The mstiuctions of which the substance is stated m the pie- 
ceding paiagraphs weie prepaied before the Governor-Geneial 
had received mfoimation of Lieutenant-Colonel Monson’s retieat 
before the aimy of Jeswunt Rao Holkar Previously however 
to the actual despatch of those mstiuctions, the Governor- 
General leceived the intelligence of that event 

Although the letieat of Lieutenant-Colonel Monson’s detach- 
ment lendered it probable that a necessity might aiise for more 
extended piepaiations against Holkar than those prescribed by 
the Goveinoi-Geneial’s mstiuctions to the Commandei-in-Chief, 
the Governor-Geneial did not deem it necessary at that moment 
to issue further orders founded on the tenoi of that intelligence 
The Goveinor-Geneial was satisfied that every exertion would 
be employed by his Excellency the Commander-m-Chief for the 
lelief of Lieutenant-Colonel MonsoiPs detachment, and that 
every necessary precaution would be adopted by his Excellency 
to provide against the effects of Lieutenant-Colonel Monson’s 
retreat until his Excellency should receive the Governor- 
General’s instructions, founded on the further mfoimation which 
might speedily be expected with regal d to the operations of 
Colonel Monson’s detachment 

The Governor-General m Council now resumes the nariative 
of the proceedings of Lieutenant-Colonel Monson’s detachment 

On the morning of the loth July, a laige body of the enemy’s 
cavalry, under the peisonal command of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
approached the position of Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment, 
and continued to increase m numbei until noon of the next day, 
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when Jeswunt Rao Holkar dispatched a letter to Lieut -Colonel 
Monson, demanding the surrender of the guns and small arms 
of the British detachment This demand being 1 ejected with 
becoming spirit, J eswunt Rao Holkar divided his force into three 
bodies, which at the same point of time attacked the front and 
flanks of Lieut -Colonel Monson’s corps The judicious position 
occupied by Lieut -Colonel Monson, and the valour and dis- 
cipline displayed by the troops undei his command, enabled the 
detachment to repel this attack, and after various unsuccessful 
attempts which continued until evening, Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
drew off his troops to a position about four miles distant from 
Lieut -Colonel Monson’s coips, wheie he was joined by his 
infantry and guns, and wheie he encamped with the supposed 
intention of attacking Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment the 
following moinmg The loss sustained by the British troops 
on this occasion was very inconsiderable 

Lieut -Colonel Monson m his nairative of the proceedings of 
the detachment, states that m the position which his detachment 
occupied at this period of time, he appiehended that the enemy 
might pass his rear, and cut off his communication with the 
Mokundra Pass, and with the town of Kotah, which was the 
only place from which he could expect to derive supplies 
Adverting also to the circumsciibed nature of his own position, 
to the leputed stiength of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s foice, and to 
the supposed weight and number of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s guns, 
Lieut -Colonel Monson did not consider his post at Mokundra 
to be tenable, and accordingly resolved to retire to Kotah, which 
place the detachment reached on the 12th July in the morning, 
after expel lencing extreme fatigue from the inclemency of the 
season, and the inundated state of the country The conduct of 
all the troops both m the contest with the force of J eswunt Rao 
Holkar and under the pressure of the difficulties which impeded 
their retreat, is stated by Lieut -Colonel Monson to have been 
distinguished by an invincible spirit of gallantry and firmness 
The Rajah of Kotah, alarmed at the neai approach of Holkar’s 
force, and fearful of the consequences of affording succour to 
the English detachment, was unwilling to admit Lieut -Colonel 
Monson into the town, and declaied his inability to supply 
the detachment with provisions Lieut -Colonel Monson was 
therefoie compelled to continue his march the same day m the 
direction of a ford on the iiver Chumbul, distant about seven 
miles from Kotah , such howevei was the severity of the weather 
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and the state of the road, that this short march could not be 
accomplished until the following day 

On the 14th July the detachment halted for the purpose of 
endeavouring to procuie supplies 

On the 15th the detachment attempted to proceed^ but the 
pi ogress of the guns being prevented by the severity of the ram, 
It became necessary to halt. 

On the morning of the 16th July, the guns had sunk so deep 
into the mud, that it was impracticable with every degree of 
exei tion to extricate them All the supplies of the detachment 
being expended, and the neighbouimg villages being exhausted, 
Lieut.-Colonel Monson was induced to spike his guns, and to 
order the ammunition to be destroyed at the same time, he 
wrote to the Rajah of Boondee, desiring him to dispatch people 
to extricate the guns and to deposit them in a place of security 
Lieut -Colonel Monson then prosecuted his march, and with the 
utmost difficulty 1 cached the Chumbulee rivulet on the 17th of 
July The rivulet was not fordable on the 17th, but on the 
1 8th July the European artillery-men crossed the rivulet on 
elephants, and proceeded to Rampoorah. 

On the 19th of July the iivulct began to rise , at this time the 
tioops were absolutely destitute of provisions, but their imme- 
diate distress was lelieved by a supply of grain, sufficient for the 
consumption of the detachment foi two days, which was obtained 
fiom a village at a short distance by a party detached for that 
purpose That paity was attacked on its leturn to, camp by a 
body of the enemy’s hoise, which was howevei repulsed with 
inconsiderable loss on our side 

In the evening of the aist July, Lieut -Colonel Monson 
detached a body of troops, under the command of Captain 
O’Donnell, to attack a body of the enemy's cavalry encamped at 
some distance In this attempt the British detachment was com- 
pletely successful , having destroyed the enemy’s camp, captured 
several camels and 200 horses, and killed a great number of the 
enemy’s tioops 

By means of rafts, which Lieut -Colonel Monson procured, two 
of the battalions ciossed the rivulet in the course of the 23d and 
the 24th of July, and Lieut -Colonel Don, with one battalion, was 
detached to a ford, a few miles lower down the rivulet, with a view 
to expedite the passage of the detachment During the 24th of 
July, a large body of the enemy’s cavalry having approached, 
Lieut.-Colonel Monson drew up the remainder of his detach- 
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mentj amounting to about seven hundred men, and maintained a 
contest with the enemy until sun-set, when the enemy retired 
with the loss of seveial men and horses Of the British troops, 
about twenty men were killed and wounded 

On the 35th of July, Lieut -Colonel Monson detached another 
battalion to join the detachment under Lieut -Colonel Don , and 
the rivulet having on that day become fordable, Lieut -Colonel 
Monson crossed the remainder of his force, which at this time 
was totally destitute of provisions Lieut -Colonel Monson 
therefore proceeded with the division which had crossed the 
rivulet to the fort of Rampoorah, where he arrived on the of 
July Lieut -Colonel Monson immediately adopted measures 
for supplying the two remaining corps under Lieut -Colonel 
Don with provisions, and Lieut -Colonel Don joined him at 
Rampoorah on the 29th of July 

At the period of time when the Governor-Geneial m Council 
leceived the intelligence of the continued retreat of Colonel 
Monson’s detachment, undei circumstances of the utmost dis- 
tress, and with the loss of guns, camp equipage, and baggage — 
the Governoi -General m Council had also received information 
With regard to the state of Colonel Murray’s detachment at 
Ougein, and to the conduct of the officers of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s government in Malwa (the details of winch will be 
stated in a subsequent part of this despatch) which precluded 
the hope of deriving any immediate benefit from the services of 
Lieut -Colonel Munay's detachment In this state of affairs, 
the Governor-Geneial deemed it necessary to consider, without 
delay, the most effectual means of resisting the force of Holkar, 
and of preventing the evils which might be expected to flow 
from the retreat of the detachment under Lieut -Colonel Monson 
The Governor-General accordingly prepaied and tiansmitted to 
his Excellency the Commander-in-chief, on the 1 7th of August, 
a paper of notes, containing his sentiments and instructions on 
the course of measures to be adopted in the actual crisis of affairs, 
and comprising a general view of the objects to be pursued, and 
the means of attaining them with the greatest practicable degree 
of ceitamty and dispatch 

The judgment of the Goveinor-General was decided, that 
those objects could not be attained by any system of opeiations 
which should be limited to the measure of opposing the foi ce of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar by small detachments, neither possessing 
the component parts of an army, nor the power of moving with 

I 1 2 
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celeiity It was obvious, that detachments of this desciiption, 
unless strongly posted and secure of an ample and constant 
supply of provisions, would be exposed to the hazard of being 
compelled to retire before an army of such strength as that 
which was then commanded by Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and that 
any partial success on the pait of Jeswunt Rao Holkar would 
increase his reputation, and by the numbers which that success 
would induce to join his cause, considerably augment his strength, 
whilst a continuation of the enemy’s success might be expected 
to depress the spirits of our own troops 

The first point stated m the Governor-General’s notes of 
instructions was the immediate preparation of an army in Hin- 
dostan, equipped for light movements and of sufficient strength 
to defeat the main body of Holkar’s force, to be commanded by 
the Commander-m-chief in person, and to be joined by a party 
of irregular horse, to be furnished by oui native allies The 
Governor-General suggested that the operations of this army 
should be directed immediately against the army under the 
personal command of Holkar, and should pursue Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar to the last extremity, if it should not be possible to 
compel him to risk an action , a necessity which it might be 
expected that he would endeavour by eveiy means in his power 
to avoid 

It appealed to the Governor-General to be propel that a 
detachment should be stationed in the neighbourhood of the 
passes into the British territories m Hindostan, at some position 
between Agra and Delhi, for the purposes of defending those 
passes , and that the detachment should be of sufficient strength, 
both to preserve tranquillity in those territories, and to defeat 
any part of Holkar’s force which might pass m the rear of the 
Commander-in-chief The Governor-General observed, that a 
detachment thus formed and posted, might act as a body of 
reserve to the army of the Commander-m-chief, and might be 
strengthened from the garrisons of Agra, Delhi, Muttra, and 
other places 

The defence of Delhi against an attack from the enemy was 
stated to the Command er-m-chief to be an object of the greatest 
importance 

The position of an efficient detachment in Bundlecund was 
considered and stated by the Governoi -General to form an 
important branch of the general plan of operations 

The Governor-General observed, that the situation of affairs m 
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Malwa and Guzerat appeared to lender it desirable that the 
corps under the command of Colonel Murray should retire from 
Ougein towards the frontiei of Guzeiat, where it might occupy 
a position foi the protection of that piovmce, and co-operate 
with the mam aimy acting against Holkar, if his march should 
be diiected to that quarter, piovided a force could be fur- 
nished to supply the place of Colonel Murray’s detachment 
at Ougein 

For this puipose, it appeared to be desirable that the subsi- 
diary force for Dowlut Rao Scindiah should be prepared m 
Hindostan' and should form a part of the army of the Com- 
mandei-m-chief , and on his Excellency’s advance into Malwa, 
should maich to Ougein to lemain in that position prepared to 
act as the events of the campaign might rendei advisable. 
According to this plan, Holkai would have been placed between 
five sepal ate British aimies 

ist The army undei the personal command of the Com- 
mander-in-chief 

2d The detachment to be posted between Delhi and Agia, 
near the passes 

3d The detachment in Bundlecund 

4th The subsidiary force to be stationed at Ougein 

5th The corps under the command of Colonel Murray to be 
posted on the frontier of Guzeiat 

It appeared to be highly improbable that Holkar should be 
able to evade the attack of all these detachments , and it was the 
Governoi -General’s decided opinion, that the proposed plan of 
operations was piefeiable to any system meiely defensive 

The speedy conclusion of the wai appeared to be of the highest 
impoitance m eveiy view of the question, and a vigoious and 
early attack on the enemy’s mam force offered the fairest pros- 
pect of such a lesult 

The Governor-General also communicated to the Commander- 
in-chief some suggestions respecting the mode of supplying his 
aimy, under the eventual necessity of pursuing Holkar into 
Malwa, and of diawing the British aimy to a distance from the 
countries from whence it was to derive its supplies. 

A copy of these instructions, which, with a view to despatch, 
were prepared in the foi m of notes, is annexed for your honour- 
able Committee’s information 

The Governoi -General in Council now resumes the narrative 
of the proceedings of Lieut.-Colonel Monson’s detachment, which 
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has been inteiiupted for the puipose of stating in the legular 
ordei of tiansactions, the substance of the instructions issued by 
the Goveinoi-Geneial to the Commandei-in-chief, under the 
infoimalion possessed by the Govcinoi-Geneial at the date 
of those mstiuctions with regard to the situation of affaiis in 
Hindostan. 

On his ariival at Rampooiah, Lieut -Colonel Monson was 
joined by two battalions of sepoys, with four 6-pounders, and 
two howitT'eis, and a body of Hindoostanee cavahy, under the 
command of Major Fiith, together with a supply of grain, which 
had been despatched fioin Agra by the ordei s of the Com- 
mander-in-chief, after his Excellency icceived the intelligence of 
Lieut -Colonel Monson’s situation at the hlokundra Pass 

Eveiy piacticable exertion was, at the same time, employed 
by Lieut -Colonel Monson to obtain additional supplies, but the 
state of the countiy, and the vicinity of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s 
foice, piecludcd all hope of collecting supplies to the extent 
necessary to enable the detachment to continue at Rampoorah 
Lieut -Colonel Monson therefore determined to prosecute his 
letieat to Khooshaul Ghui, wheie he expected to be joined by 
SIX battalions and twenty-one guns, under the command of a 
native commander, named Suddasheo Bhow Bukshce, in the 
service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and where he also hoped to 
obtain a sufficient supply of piovisions, to enable him to keep 
the field against Jeswunt Rao Holkar. Befoie his departure 
from Rampoorah, Lieut -Colonel Monson made the necessary 
arrangements foi its security A garrison was left in the foit of 
Rampoorah, under the command of Captain Hutchinson, of the 
Bengal aitillery, consisting of the 2d battalion 8th regiment, and 
foul companies of the 21st legiment, with four 6-pounders, and 
a consideiable stock of provisions. 

On the 22d of August, the remainder of Lieut -Colonel 
Monson’s detachment, consisting of five battalions and six com- 
panies of sepoys, with two howitzers, marched from Rampoorah, 
and on the morning of the 23d August 1804, reached the Bannas 
river. That river had risen in consequence of a heavy fall of 
ram, and was so deep as to be scarcely foidable for the largest 
elephants 

Three boats were found at the Bannas river, and Lieut - 
Colonel Monson perceiving that the river did not fall so lapidly 
as might be expected, ordered Captain Nicholl, with the six 
companies of the 2d battalion 21st legiment to cross the river, 



SEVERE CONTEST THERE; GUNS AND BAGGAGE LOST. 487 

and to proceed to Khooshaul Ghur, in charge of the treasure of 
the detachment. 

Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s cavalry appealed in large bodies in 
front of Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment on the morning of 
the a3d of August 1 804, and encamped at the distance of about 
four miles from the British detachment 

On the morning of the a4th of August, the river having been 
found fordable, Lieut -Colonel Monson began to cioss the bag- 
gage, and one of the battalions At the same time the enemy 
took possession of a large village on the right of Lieut. Colonel 
Monson’s position, but Lieut -Colonel Monson attacked this 
post, and carried it with the loss of a few men The rivei having 
become fordable in many places, the enemy’s cavalry began to 
cross in great numbers, at different places to the light and left 
of Lieut -Colonel Monson’s position. The greater part of Lieut - 
Colonel Monson’s baggage had crossed, and Lieut -Colonel 
Monson despatched thiee moie battalions and one howitzer for 
its protection, intending to follow with the lemamder of the 
detachment, when the whole of the baggage and camp followers 
should have crossed the river 

At four P M howevei, the enemy’s infantry and guns arrived, 
and opened a heavy cannonade on the 2d battalion 2d regiment, 
and the picquets posted on the south side of the Bannas river 
Lieut -Colonel Monson immediately charged the enemy with 
this small body of men, and succeeded in cany mg some guns 
The tioops of the enemy, however, encouiaged by then superiority 
of numbers, rallied, and advancing with gieat celerity in dif- 
ferent directions, the picquets and the 2d battalion 2d regiment 
were oveiqioweied, and compelled to retire, and to abandon the 
lemaining howitzei Our troops suffered seveiely m this opera- 
tion, and with difficulty effected a retreat under cover of the ist 
battalion 14th legiment, which advanced to the bank of the river 
for their support 

The enemy prosecuted the advantage which he had obtained, 
and Lieut -Colonel Monson was compelled to abandon his bag- 
gage, and to continue his retreat to Khooshaul Ghur, which he 
reached on the night of the 25th of August. 

Duiing the march to Khooshaul Ghur, the enemy’s cavalry, 
supported by guns, made several attacks on Lieut -Colonel 
Monson’s detachment, but without success; Captain Nicholl, 
with the treasure placed under his chaige, had arrived at that 
place on the piecedmg day 
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It has been already stated that on his arrival at Khooshaul 
Ghur, Lieut -Colonel Monson expected to be joined by a con- 
sideiable force under the command of Suddasheo Bhow Bukshee, 
m the service of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah Immediately after the 
arrival of Captain Nicholl however at Khooshaul Ghur, Sudda- 
sheo Bhow Bukshee, with the force under his command, attacked 
Captain Nicholl’s detachment, but was repulsed with consider- 
able loss 

On the morning of the 2,6th. of August, the whole of the 
enemy’s cavalry encamped in separate bodies, surrounding Lieut - 
General Monson’s detachment A correspondence was at this 
period detected between some of the native officers of Lieut - 
Colonel Monson’s corps and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, the object of 
which was to encourage among our troops a spirit of desertion 
The most vigorous measures were immediately adopted to 
lender these attempts aboitive, but notwithstanding every effort 
on the part of Lieut -Colonel Monson, and of his officers, nearly 
two companies from the ist battalion 14th legiment, and a large 
proportion of the Hindoostanee cavalry deserted to the enemy 

Disappointed in his expectation of receiving suppoit from the 
troops of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and of obtaining supplies at 
Khooshaul Ghur, and destitute of every species of equipment 
necessary to enable the detachment to continue at Khooshaul 
Ghur, Lieut -Colonel Monson was compelled to prosecute his 
retreat, and accoidmgly, on the 26th of August, at seven P M 
Lieut -Colonel Monson moved from the Fort of Khooshaul 
Ghur, and formed his detachment into an oblong square, having 
previously spiked the remaining howitzer 

During the night of the 2,6th of August, and the greater pait 
of the 27th, the enemy’s cavalry, supported as before by guns, 
attempted several times to penetrate the detachment, but could 
not make the least impression on this compact body of men On 
the night of the 27th of August, Lieut -Colonel Monson took 
possession of the ruined fort of Hmdown, and at one A M on the 
28th continued his retreat towards Agia As soon as the de- 
tachment had cleared the ravines near Hmdown, the enemy’s 
cavalry charged the detachment with extreme violence m three 
separate bodies, but was received by the sepoys with determined 
coolness and bravery The sepoys reserved their fire until the 
enemy’s cavaliy had come almost within leach of the bayonet, 
and then gave their fire with such signal effect, as to compel the 
enemy to retire in every direction 
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Lieut -Colonel Monson 1 cached the Biana Pass about sunset 
on the a8th August The troops weie almost exhausted with 
fatigue and hunger, and Lieut -Colonel Monson halted with an 
intention to remain duiing the night at the entrance of the Pass 
The enemy however succeeded in bringing up some guns and 
opened a heavy file, which compelled Lieut -Colonel Monson to 
continue his retreat towaids Agia The detachment reached 
the town of Biana at nine PM on the 28th of August The 
night was dark, and the camp followeis, with such baggage as 
remained with the detachment having mixed with the line, the 
troops weie thrown into confusion It was impossible to restoie 
ordei, and the different coips retreated m great disorder to Agia, 
which they all reached by the 31st August. The enemy fol- 
lowed as far as Futtypoor, in straggling paities for the purpose 
of plundering, but made no united attack after the a8th During 
the whole of this unfortunate retreat the officers and troops of 
the detachment displayed the greatest perseverance, fortitude 
and gallantry, and in the different engagements with the enemy 
they manifested a degree of courage and determined"' resolution 
which, undei less adverse circumstances, would have ensured the 
most distinguished success 

To the retreat of the detachment under the command of 
Lieut -Colonel Monson, under circumstances of extreme difficulty 
and distress, occasioned partly by the state of the country and 
the unusual inclemency of the season, and partly by the failure 
of supplies, must be attributed both the necessity of suspending 
the establishment of the subsidiary forces prescribed by the 
Governor-Generals notes of the of May, and the means 
which Jeswunt Rao Holkar acquired of maintaining a contest 
with the British power 

Your honourable Committee will observe from the tenor of 
those notes, that the security of the detachment under the com- 
mand of Lieut -Colonel Monson was a peculiai object of the 
Governor-General’s solicitude, the Governor-General having 
suggested the necessity either of withdrawing that detachment, 
or of adding to its strength by a coips of Europeans and a pro- 
portion of cavalry The Governor-General at the same time 
stated his opinion in favour of the former measure, because no 
hope could reasonably be entertained of employing that detach- 
ment in active operations against the force of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar until the close of the rainy season 

The Governor-General in Council is not yet enabled to state 
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the precise causes Avliich piecluded the adoption of one or other 
of those measures It is the intention however of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief to furnish the Governor-General with detailed 
information upon this point at the earliest practicable period of 
time The Governor-General in Council is also unable at this 
time distinctly to explain the causes of the retreat of Lieut - 
Colonel Monson’s detachment undei ciicumstances of difficulty 
and distiess Those causes must be sought in the conduct and 
operations of the several detachments actively employed against 
the forces of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, which the Governor General 
in Council is not yet enabled to state with accuiacy and pre- 
cision , the distance of the scene of action, and the necessity of 
accelerating the operations of the mam body of the army, having 
precluded the possibility of completing any satisfactory investi- 
gation of the movements of those detachments Eveiy effort, 
howevei, will be employed to submit to your honourable Com- 
mittee with the least piacticable delay, all the details connected 
with such transactions as may now appear to be imperfectly 
related 

If ciicumstances had admitted the reinforcement of the 
detachment under Lieut -Colonel Monson, or its immediate 
recal in the manner suggested by the Governor-General on 
the 25th of May, eithci the return of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s 
foice to the noith of Hindostan would have been prevented, 
or his force would have returned under circumstances which 
would have facilitated the early reduction of his power But 
the retreat of Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment, and the 
disasters which attended it, enabled Jeswunt Rao Holkar to 
return with the whole body of his forces to Hindostan under 
circumstances of advantage 

Although no apprehension could reasonably be entertained 
of any incursion into the provinces of Benares, Behar, Bengal, 
or Cuttack, the retreat of Colonel Monson’s detachment under 
such disastrous ciicumstances, and the approach of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar’s army to the Jumna, rendered it expedient in the 
Governor-General’s judgment upon general principles of pru- 
dence, to provide by every practicable arrangement for the 
protection of the western frontier of those provinces. 

With this view, instructions were issued on the 12th of Sep- 
tember 1 804, to the magistrates of the several districts, extend- 
ing from Midnapore to Mirzapore, and to the officers command- 
ing at Midnapore, m Ramgurh, and at Benares, renewing the 
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measures of precaution which weie adopted during the late war 
with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah of Beiar, for the purpose 
of pi eventing the iriuption of maiaudeis into the Company’s 
possessions, as desciibcd in the 5i8th and following paiagiaphs 
of our'despatch of the 12th of Apiil 1804 The defence of the 
piovince of Cuttack was entiusted to Colonel Harcouit, the 
ofificei commanding the forces m that province, and instructions 
weie issued to Colonel Harcouit, under date the 19th of Septem- 
bei 1804, directing him to regulate his conduct by the piinciplcs 
stated in the orders which were issued to the officers entiusted 
with the defence of the frontiei during the late war, as fai as 
those piinciples were applicable to the protection of the piovince 
of Cuttack 

Jeswunt Rao Holkar continued to advance with the whole of 
his cavalr}^, and having halted some days at Biana, piosecutcd 
his march toward the Jumna, and encamped with the whole of 
his foice at a shoit distance from Muttra, his cavalry being 
posted in numerous divisions ovei the whole of the adjacent 
territory 

The continued retieat of Colonel Monson’s detachment, and 
the advance of the main body of Holkar’s army towards the 
banks of the Jumna, necessaiily occasioned a deviation from the 
plan of operations pi escribed in the Goveinor-Geneial’s notes 

Under the Governor-General’s instructions, his Excellency the 
Commander-m-Chicf issued orders for assembling near Agra a 
large force of native infantry and cavalrj^ and for placing that 
foice in a state of equipment to take the field His Excellency 
also madeprepaiations at Cawnpoie for enabling the European 
cavalry and infantiy to move at the earliest piacticable peiiod 
of time. 

The maich of these corps, however, was unavoidably retarded 
by the inclemency of the season, but no inconvenience was 
occasioned by this delay, the state of the Jumna precluding 
any attempt on the part of the enemy to molest oui possessions 
in the Doab His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief com- 
menced his maich from Cawnpore, with the whole of the 
European cavahy and infantry on the 3d of September, and on 
the 22d of that month arrived at Agia His Excellency imme- 
diately proceeded to Secundra, about six miles fiom Agra, whcie 
the troops which had been assembled at the lattei place were 
encamped. The force assembled at Secundra consisted of three 
regiments of Euiopean light dragoons, five regiments of native 
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cavaliy, and the horse aitillery, his Majesty s 76th regiment of 
foot, the flank companies of his Majesty’s 22d regiment of foot, 
and ten battalions of native infantry, and the usual pioportion of 
artillery, &c 

The necessity of waiting foi supplies pi evented the Com- 
mander-m-Chief from marching fiom Secundra until the ist of 
Octobei, on which day the aimy advanced towards the enemy 
who had lemamed m the vicinity of Muttra, and had at different 
periods appealed to entcitam the opposite designs of hazaidmg 
an engagement m the field, and of retiring fiom the banks of the 
Jumna 

On the approach of the Biitish army, the enemy drew off" to 
the north-west along the bank of the Jumna His infantry and 
guns appealed to take the direction of Delhi, and his cavalry 
which lemamed in the lear, attempted to obstruct the march of 
the Biitish tioops and to cut off" the baggage They did not, 
howevei, succeed in cff'cctmg any object of importance The 
Commander-in-Chief made three different attempts to engage 
the cavaliy of the enemy, commanded by Holkar in person, on 
the 2d, 7th, and loth of October, but the dispeised position of 
the enemy’s cavalry, and the celerity of the enemy’s retreat on 
the approach of the British troops, rendered ineffectual his 
Excellenc}^s utmost endeavouis to compel the enemy to main- 
tain an action 

The manifest deteimmation of the enemy’s cavaliy to avoid an 
action with the British troops, induced the Commander-m- Chief 
to suspend his operations against the enemy’s cavalr}'-, until by 
the defeat of the infantry and guns, the cavalrj'- should become 
the only object of pursuit 

Pieviously to his march fiom Secundra, the Commander-m- 
Chief had detached a force under the command of Captain 
Worsley into theDoab, for the purpose of preser\nng tranquillity 
and of expelling a party of predatory hoise which had crossed 
the Jumna at Muttra and plundered the neighbouring country 
On the approach of our troops, the enemy re-ciossed the 
river Captain Worsley’s corps was afterwards stationed at 
Muttra, wdieie that officer was employed m collecting and 
forwarding supplies, in maintaining the tianquillity of the 
neighbouring country, and m protecting the important post of 
Muttra and the passage of the Jumna against any attempt of 
the enemy 

In the mean wdiile the mfantiy and artilleiy of Holkar con- 
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tinued to advance to Delhi, before which city they anivcd on 
the morning of the 8th of October 

The city of Delhi is of great extent, and its defences consist 
merely of a high wall, m many places in a luinous condition The 
gairison consisted of only one battalion and foui companies of 
regulai sepoys, a battalion of iiiegulais, and a coips of niatch- 
lockmen 

On the day of the enemy’s ai rival at the city of Delhi, a 
heavy cannonade was opened upon the walls, but the distance of 
the battel les rendeied it of no effect On the 9th, the enemy 
having appioached neaier to the walls, opened a batteiy with 
consideiable effect Lieut -Colonel Bum, the officer command- 
ing the garrison, finding that the enemy’s fire would soon effect 
a piacticable breach m the walls, resolved to interrupt the opera- 
tions of the besiegers by a sally fiom the garrison Colonel 
Bum accordingly prepared a party, consisting of 200 men of 
the battalion undei his command, and 150 men of the iircgulai 
troops, and placed the whole under the command of Lieutenant 
Rose 

This party proceeded on the evening of the loth to stoim the 
enemy’s batteiy, and completely succeeded m obtaining posses- 
sion of it, and having spiked the guns, returned with little loss , 
the loss of the enemy is supposed to have been considerable 
The enemy’s file was renewed the next morning, but without 
much effect, being soon silenced by the fire fi om a batteiy which 
had been erected on one of the bastions of the city. The enemy 
subsequently changed the point of attack, and opened batteries 
on another pait of the wall, in which they speedily effected a 
breach By the exertions of the garrison, however, the enemy 
was prevented fiom taking advantage of the breach. On the 
14th, in the morning, a geneial assault was made by the whole 
force of the enemy, but without success, the enemy being 
repulsed with heavy loss 

On the following day, the enemy despairing of success in his 
attempts to carry the place, and intimidated by the approach of 
the Commander-m-Chief, who, on receiving intelligence of the 
design of the enemy to attack the city of Delhi, advanced with 
the utmost rapidity to the lelief of the garrison, drew off the 

whole of his infantry and guns, and retiied from the vicinity of 
Delhi. 

The Governor-Geneial in Council reflects with sentiments of 
the highest admiration and applause, on the skill activity, 
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of lefractory Zemindars, and partly by the incursions of several 
petty chieftains of the tribe of Seiks, instigated by the intrigues 
of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and allured by the hopes of plunder 
Holkar attacked the battalion, but was unable to make any 
impression on it, and was obliged to desist after having sustained 
considerable loss 

Jeswunt Rao Holkar proceeded for a few days in a northerly 
diiection, with the supposed intention of crossing the Ganges 
into Rohilcund, at a ford on that river not far distant from 
Hurdwar. But being closely pressed by the Commander-in- 
Chief, he suddenly changed his route and proceeded by lapid 
marches down the Doab The Commander-in-Chief continued 
to pursue the enemy with a degiee of unexampled rapidity and 
vigoui which prevented the enemy fiom extending his ravages 
beyond the narrow limits of his immediate track 

Holkar continued to fly down the Doab by lapid marches, 
until his arrival at Furruckabad on the i6th of November On 
-he same day, the Commander-m-Chief who had followed 
Holkar daily at the distance of one march, in his lear, arrived 
it Alligunge, distant from Futtyghui thirty-four miles, after a 
narch of moie than twenty miles 

The Commander-in-Chief being apprized of Holkar’s march 
n the direction of Furruckabad, lesolved to pursue him without 
delay in the hope of preventing the plunder of that city, and of 
the cantonments of Futtyghui, and of compelling the enemy to 
risk an engagement His Excellency therefore, after halting at 
Alligunge only a few hours to refresh his men and hoises, 
resumed his march at nine o’clock in the evening of the same 
day The success of this most active, able, and entei prizing 
operation was complete and decisive. The British cavahy 
ai rived in the vicinity of Holkar’s camp at day-bieak on the 
17th of November, after a march of fifty-eight miles performed 
within twenty-four hours, and completely surpiized the enemy 
After the discharge of a few rounds of giape fiom the horse 
artillery, the British cavalry charged the enemy’s troops m eveiy 
direction, and routed them with gieat slaughter The British 
cavahy pursued the enemy for many miles, destroying great 
numbers, and compelling the survivois to dispeise m all direc- 
tions The whole of the enemy’s cattle and supplies were 
captured by the British troops Holkar himself narrowly 
escaped by an early flight at the first approach of the British 
troops Our loss was very small, and no officer was either 
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killed or wounded Holkai with the remains of his cavaliy 
fled with the utmost piecipitation and apparent consternation 
towards the Jumna, which he forded at Mahoba and pioceeded 
towaids Dieg 

Including the puisuit of the enemy on the 17th of November, 
the British troops maiched a distance of seventy miles from 
their movement on the morning of the i6th, until they took up 
their ground on the 17th, and had it not been for the accidental 
explosion of a tumbril, belonging to the Biitish troops, within a 
few moments befoie the appioach of the Commander-in-Chief 
to Holkai ’s position, no doubt can be entei tamed that Holkar 
himself would either have been killed, or taken piisoner 

The Commander-in-Chief having halted two days to refresh 
his men and hoises, resumed his maich in puisuit of the enemy 
on the aoth of November Holkai, however enabled, escaped 
across the Jumna 

The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council is convinced, that youi 
honourable Committee will contemplate with satisfaction, this 
decisive pi oof of the progressive impiovement of our cavalry, 
and of its great superiority to that of the enemy. The lesult 
of this extraordinary and successful pursuit has proved, that 
the most lapid movements, even of the Mahiatta horse, cannot 
avail against the celerity and discipline of oui cavalry undei its 
piesent impiovcd construction The utmost degree of credit is 
due to the Commandei-in-Chief foi his unremitting attention to 
the improvement of the cavalry of Bengal, and his Excellenc3)'’s 
complete success in attaining this important object has been 
distinguished with splendour and honour on eveiy occasion 
under his peisonal command, duiing the late operations against 
the Mahratta horse 

While these events were passing in the Doab, Major-General 
Frazer having been joined at Delhi by tlie expected convoys of 
supplies, commenced his march from that city towards the mam 
body of the enemy On the iith of Novembei, he ariived at 
Goberdun, about fourteen miles from Deig, under the walls of 
which fort the whole of the enemy’s infantry and artillery were 
stiongly posted On the following day, Majoi-General Frazei 
marched to within six miles of Deig Having asceitamed 
exactly m the course of the night, the nature of the enemy’s 
position, Major-General Frazer with the gieatest judgment and 
spirit, determined to attack the enemy’s force on the following 
day 
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On the 13th in the morning, the British army advanced to the 
enemy’s position, which was of uncommon stiength and defended 
by numeious batteries of guns, which extended over a space of 
nearly two miles almost to the walls of the fort 

Led by Major-General Frazer, the British troops attacked ^ 
the enemy’s forces with the utmost gallantly, and after a most 
severe and arduous contest, completely defeated them, and 
diove them from their guns into the town of Deig with heavy 
loss , eighty-seven pieces of cannon, and almost the whole of the 
ammunition belonging to the enemy, were taken 01 destroyed 
on the field of battle on this memoiable day. This brilliant, 
glorious and impoitant victoiy was not obtained without con- 
siderable loss both in officers and men on our part 

The Governor-Geneial m Council laments with the deepest 
concern the iirepaiable loss of that gallant and distinguished 
officer Major-General Fiazer, to whose eminent judgment and 
military skill, and exemplary valour, is principally to be ascribed 
the signal success of the Biitish aims on this memorable 
occasion Major-Geneial Frazer received a seveie wound m the 
leg while in the act of leading his troops to the attack of the 
enemy’s batteries Even after he had received the wound, 
Major-General Frazer continued by his voice and action to 
animate and encouiage the exertions of the troops Having 
suffeied amputation, Major-General Fiazer after languishing 
some days, expired at Muttra, on the 24th of November. 

The applause and gratitude of the British Government in 
India, and of the nation, must evei be connected with sentiments 
of the deepest icgiet for the loss of that heioic officer The 
established reputation of Major-Geneial Frazer foi professional 
knowledge, gallantry, activity and public zeal, justified the 
expectation which the Governor-General in Council confidently 
enteitained of deriving fiom the talents and exeitions of Major- 
General Fiazer, the most essential advantages m the prosecution 
of the war, and the Governor- General in Council deems it a 
subject of public soiiow, that the Biitish Government in India 
should have been deprived of the services of that valuable officer 
at the commencement of his career of glory m Asia, and m the 
moment of victory 

After Major-General Frazer had been wounded, the command 
of the army devolved on Lieut -Colonel Monson, who displayed 
the utmost activity and courage during the whole of the 
engagement. 

K k 
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The foice of the enemy m this action is stated to have been 
twenty-foui battalions of infantry, with 160 pieces of cannon, 
and a laige body of hoise , and a paity of the Rajah of Bhuit- 
poie’s hoise, and thice battalions of his infantry weie engaged 
^ on the side of the enemy, and the British tioops suffeicd greatly 
‘ by the file of the guns fiom the foit of Dcig which opened on 
then approach. After the action, the Biitish aimy encamped 
neai the field of battle 

It IS remarkable that m this glorious action most of the 
aitillcry lost by Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment, weie 
retaken at the point of the bayonet by the tioops, of whom the 
command had devolved to Lieut -Colonel Monson 

The Commandei-in-Chief having rc-ciossed the Jumna at 
Multia, on the a8th of Novembci, joined the Biitish infantiy 
which had letiied to that place fiom Deig, a few days aftei the 
battle The leasons assigned by Lieut -Colonel Monson foi 
this movement, aie stated in the annexed despatch fiom his 
Excellency the Commandci-in-Chicf, to which the Governor- 
Geneial m Council has the honoui to lefei youi honourable 
Committee. 

On the 4th of Decembci, the Commandci in-Chief ai rived at 
Keeiasamy, about foui miles fiom Dcig, and icmamcd at this 
position until he was joined by the battering train which his 
Excellency had oideied fiom Agia foi the purpose of com- 
mencing the siege of Deig, at which foi ti css the icmains of 
Holkai’s force continued to encamp This foi ti ess belongs to 
the Rajah of Bhuitpoie, with whom a treaty of alliance had 
been concluded by the Commandei-in-Chief, undei the authoiity 
of the Governor- Geneial, as is stated in oui despatch to youi 
honouiable Committee, undci date the 31st of October 1803 

t'- V- -r V- V* -r 

The hostile conduct of the Rajah of Bhuitpoie in the 
battle of Deig, when his guns opened upon oui tioops, and his 
cavahy acted with the enemy, had piecluded the piacticability 
of continuing on terms of amity with that chief, and rendered 
indispensably necessaiy the vigoious piosecution of measures 
for the punishment of his gross and fiagiant violation of eveiy 
principle of public faith and honoui 

Independently however of these consideiations, the change 
of the condition of Jeswunt Rao Holkar pioduced by the com- 
plete identification of his mteiests with those of the Rajah of 
Bhurtpore, lendered the piosecut on of hostile operations against 
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the possessions of the Rajah, the most effectual means of extin- 
guishing the remnant of Holkar’s militaiy power 

The teiritoiial resouices of that chieftain were not at any 
peiiod of the war applicable to the suppoit of his army, and 
weie at this time completely 1 educed Holkar never had ranked 
among the states of India , he had never risen above the 
chaiactei of an adventurer and freebooter, whose success in 
some attacks upon detachments of the forces of Scindiah had 
gained a I'eputation of mihtaiy enterprize Holkar’s foice was 
now however greatly 1 educed by the defeats which his tioops 
had sustained at Fuiruckabad and Deig His hopes of support 
fiom the native states of India declined with Ins declining 
fortune and he was compelled to depend exclusively upon 
the Rajah of Bhuitpore foi the supply of every branch of 
military resource 

Under these ciicumstances, the Command er-in-Chief lesolved 
on the immediate attack of the forts in the Rajah of Bhurtpore’s 
coLintiy, upon which the strength and resources of that chieftain 
principally depended. 

On the 20th of December, the Governor-General having 
reviev/ed the whole of the Commander-in-Chief’s communica- 
tions on the subject of the Rajah of Bhurtpore, and having 
taken into consideration the whole tenor of that chieftain’s con- 
duct, addiessed a despatch to the Commander-m-Chief, approv- 
ing and confiiming his Excellency’s proceedings with respect to 
the Rajah, and containing the expiession of the Governor- 
Geneial’s sentiments and instructions on the measures necessaiy 
to be pursued against that chieftain, and on other points con- 
nected with the prosecution of hostilities against Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar and his confedeiates 

The Commander-in-Chief was authorized and directed by 
those instructions to proceed immediately to reduce the whole 
of the territories of the Rajah of Bhurtpore, and to annex them 
to the British dominions 

The Commandei-in-Chief was at the same time informed that 
the Governor-General still considered the destruction of the 
force attached to the person of Jeswunt Rao Holkar to be the 
mam object of the war, and that the prosecution of operations 
against the tern tor y of Bhurtpore was to be considered as 
subordinate to that important object. 

The Governor-General also stated his opinion that the subju- 
gation of the territory and power of the Rajah of Bhuitpore was 

K k 2 
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essential to the reduction of Holkar’s hostile force, the entire 
subversion of which the Governoi -General considered to be 
indispensably requisite for the tranquillity of India 

The Commandei-in-Chief was furthei directed to introduce 
into whatevei part of the teiritoiy of Bhuitpore which might be 
conquered, a civil authority for the collection of the revenues, 
and the administiation of civil and ciiminal justice 

The pioceedings to be adopted against the Rajah of Bhuitpoie 
being calculated to sei*ve as an example to all the other petty 
chiefs and states m that quaiter of India, the Governor- Geneial 
directed the Commander-in-Chief to address letters to all those 
chiefs, explaining the piinciples of his conduct towards the 
Rajah of Bhuitpoie, and assuiing them of the deteimmation of 
the British Government to lespcct the independence of all 
contiguous states / 

The Commander-in-Chief was also directed to circulate a 
declaration, warning all peisons of the consequences of assisting 
the enemies of the Biitish Government , 

The Goveinoi -Geneial took this occasion to furnish the 
Commander-in-Chief with instructions for the guidance of his 
conduct towaids Bapoojee Scmdiah, who commanded the army 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah m Malwa, and on the retreat of Lieut - 
Colonel Monson’s detachment, deserted with hib force to the 
enemy, as is related in a subsequent paragraph of this despatch. 
Bapoojee Scmdiah being not only an officer of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s government, sent expressly to co-operate with the 
Gommander-in- Chief against Jeswunt Rao Holkai under the 
stipulations of the defensive alliance, but also included in the list 
of chieftains entitled to jaggeeis or pensions fiom the British 
Government undei the 7th article of the treaty of peace, could 
not be considered to possess any claim to the rights of war 
The Governor-Geneial therefoie desired the Commandei-in- 
Chief to issue a proclamation, ordering Bapoojee Scmdiah and 
his followers to repair to the British camp within a certain 
■time, under the penalty of being consideied and treated as 
rebels and traitors to the cause of the allies, and m the event 
of their neglecting to appear to bring such of them as might be 
seized to trial befoie a court martial and to carry into effect 
such punishment as might be awarded by the Court 

A similar course was diiected to be pursued towards Sud- 
dasheo Bhow and his followers, whose defection is stated in a 
preceding paragraph of this despatch 
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On the lath of December the Commander-m-Chief having 
been joined by his battering tram from Agia, took up the 
position before Deig, which he intended to occupy duiing the 
siege On the 17th Decembei batteries were opened against 
a strong out-woik, which entirely commanded the town and the 
works of the foit, and which was flanked by batteries m which 
was planted all the aitillery of Holkar, that remained in his 
possession aftei the battle of the 13th November 

On the 33d of December, a practicable breach having been 
effected in the wall of the out-woik, the Commander-in-Chief 
detei mined to storm it on that night This attack was combined 
with two separate attacks to be made on the enemy^’s batteries 
to the right and left of the principal woik The conduct of these 
combined attacks was committed to Lieut -Colonel Macrae, of 
his Majesty’s 76th legiment At the appointed hour, the parties 
destined to these several attacks advanced, under a heavy fire 
from the whole of the enemy’s batteries, and after a severe and 
aiduous contest, each party completely succeeded in effecting the 
object of its attack 

Our loss on this occasion was considerable, but not moie 
than the strength of the works to be stormed, and the nature of 
the attack, lendered probable The conduct of Lieut -Colonel 
Macrae, and of the officers to whose chaige the conduct of the 
attacks on the enemy’s batteiies were entiusted, and of every 
officer and soldier engaged an this arduous enterpiize^ reflects on 
them the highest honour, and entitles them to the warmest 
admiration and applause. 

In consequence of the success of the attack on the out-works, 
the gariison abandoned the fort on the night of the 34th, and 
retired m the diiection of Bhurtpore, another strong fortress, 
situated at the distance of about thirty miles m a southern diiec- 
tion from Deig , 

The number of guns captured from the enemy in the lines before 
Deig, and in the town and the fort, amounted to one hundred. 

The Governor-General in Council suspends the narrative of 
the proceedings of his Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief for 
the purpose of communicating to your honourable Committee 
the operations against the power of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, which 
have been conducted on the western side of India 

^ -Jr •Jf' ^ "Jf 

Lieut -Colonel Wallace maiched from Poonah, as has been stated 
in a preceding paragiaph of this despatch, on the 33d of August. 
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Lieut -Colonel Wallace ciosscd the Godaveiy with his in- 
fantry, at Peytun, about the i8th of September, and on the 
ayth was joined at Foikabad by Lieut -Colonel Hahburton, 
whose maich as well as that of Colonel Wallace, had been 
impeded by the seventy of the weathei , and on the 30th Lieut - 
Colonel Wallace was joined by his cavahy, which had piocccdcd 
higher up the Godaveiy than Peytun in search of a fold 

Lieut -Colonel Wallace was joined by the Peishwa's con- 
tingent eaily in the month of Octobei 

On the 8th of Octobei, Colonel Wallace detached a paity foi 
the puipose of taking possession of a small foit belonging to 
Holkai, called Lasselgong, about twelve miles from Chandoie 
The paity ivhich was despatched on this seivice, failed in an 
attempt to stoim the foit, and was compelled to letiie to the 
Pettah, or town, which had been previously occupied by the 
British tioops, until a le-mforcemcnt ai lived fiom Colonel 
Wallace, when the place was stoimed with complete success 
In accomplishing this science, foity-four men of the British 
detachment weie killed and wounded, and two officers were 
also wounded 

On the same day, Colonel Wallace ai rived befoie the town 
aud fortress of Chandore, and took possession of the foinier 
without opposition Preparations weie immediately made for 
the siege of the foit, and a battery was neaily leady to open, 
when pioposals of capitulation weie leceived fiom the garrison, 
which weie accepted by Lieut -Colonel Wallace, and the foit 
was immediately surrendeicd to the Biitish troops on the 12th 
The conditions on which the gaiiison suiiendered weie the 
safety of piivate pioperty, and pei mission to the troops com- 
posing the gairison, to pioceed whithei they pleased Our loss 
during the siege was inconsideiable Aftei the captuie of 
Chandore, Lieut -Colonel Wallace detached a party against 
another fort, Situated m the same range of hills and occupied 
by a gariison in the interest of Holkai, called Dhooib, which 
suirendeied on the 14th of October, and several other small 
forts in the vicinity having been evacuated by the enemy’s 
troops, and occupied by those of the Peishwa, Lieut -Colonel 
Wallace maiched fiom Chandore on the 17th 

On the aist of October, he arrived befoie Galna, a stiong foit 
belonging to Holkai, and took possession of the Pettah without 
opposition On the 33d two piacticable breaches having been 
effected, the gariison suirendeied on the conditions of being 
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allowed to maich out with then arms and private piopcity, 
which conditions being- accepted by Lieut -Colonel Wallace, the 
Biitish tioops took possession of the foit 

The possession of these foits deprived Holkar of all his 
possessions to the southwaid of the Tapty The conduct of the 
tioops is lepiesented by Colonel Wallace to have been highly 
meiitoiious, and the mannei m which these operations have 
been conducted by Colonel Wallace, entitles that officer to 
considerable piaise 

After having made the nccessaiy aiiangements for main- 
taining these foiti esses, and foi establishing the authoiity of his 
Highness the Peishwa in the countiy which had been leduced 
by the success of our opeiations, Lieut -Colonel Wallace pro- 
ceeded to Boienaiie, a position from whence he should be able 
to move in whatever dncction the sei vices of his detachment 
might be lequiied , and in the neighbouihood of which he pro- 
posed to icmain until he should leceive fuither orders, 01 until 
circumstances should requiie the march of the detachment 

The subsequent movements of this detachment being con- 
nected with transactions at the Court of Nagpore, will be stated 
in another part of this despatch 

Destitute of any othei lesources than such as he derived fiom 
the habits of indiscriminate plunder and exaction^ the power of 
jeswunt Rao Holkar has been preseived from entire destiuc- 
tion, exclusively by the seasonable application of the military 
lesouices of the Rajah of Bhuitpoie, with whom the Biitish 
Government, pieviously to the conclusion of the late wai with 
the confedeiated Mahiatta chieftains, concluded an alliance, 
as has been leported to youi honourable Committee in our 
despatch of the 31st of Octobei 1803. 

Events have incontroveitibly demonstiated that the ariange- 
ments suggested for the speedy and successful teimmation of 
the war, which the Biitish Government was compelled to under- 
take against Jeswunt Rao Holkai were more than adequate to 
the accomplishment of that object undei any occurrences, 01 any 
situation of affaiis which could leasonably be contemplated, 
since the British forces acting under circumstances much less 
favoLiiable than those to which the presciibed aiiangements 
lefer, have succeeded in accomplishing the 1 eduction of all the 
foils and teriitories of Jeswunt Rao Holkai, in completely 
defeating his whole assembled army of infantry and artillery, 
and his entire foice of cavalry at the memoiable battles of 
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Deig and Furruckabad, and m capturing the whole of Holkar’s 
numeious artillery 

The complete success of our arms m eveiy contest with the 
troops of Jeswunt Rao Holkar must have produced the entne 
destruction of his power, if the resouiccs of the Rajah of Bhurt- 
pore’s teiiitoiy, the aid of his foices and the protection of his 
foits had not suppoited the cause of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and 
compelled the Biitish Government to diiect its arms against 
the possessions of the Rajah of Bhuitpoie 

a. ^ ^ ^ ^ A- 

With our despatch to your honourable Committee, undei date 
the 15th of June, the Governor-Geneial in Council had the 
honour to tiansmit a copy of instructions issued by the honour- 
able Major-General Wellesle}'- to Colonel Muriay, the officei 
commanding the British troops in the province of Guzciat, for 
the co-operation of a considerable detachment undei the com- 
mand of that officer, with the army undei the immediate direc- 
tion of his Excellency Geneial Lake, against the foices of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai 

The Goveinor-Geneial m Council now proceeds to state to 
your honourable Committee the proceedings of that detachment 
After providing for the protection of Suiat and Baioda, m 
the manner suggested by the honourable Majoi -General Welles- 
ley, the foice under the peisonal command of Colonel Murray 
amounted to two regiments of Euiopean infantry, and five batta- 
lions of native infantry, with a due proportion of artillery 

Arrangements were also made foi the co-opeiation of a body of 
tioops in the service of the Guikwar, but those troops did not 
join the aimy of Colonel Muiray until aftei its arnval at Ougem 
In the supposition that Jeswunt Rao Holkar (who was then 
at Ajmere) if pressed by the army of the Commandei-m-Chief, 
might letire m a south-western direction, Colonel Murray was 
directed by the mstiuctions of the honouiable Major-General 
Wellesley to place his detachment in such a position as would 
enable it to embarrass and impede Jeswunt Rao Holkai s letieat 
But, m the event (which was deemed moie probable) of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s proceeding towaids Ougem, Lieut - 
Colonel Murray was instructed to endeavour to effect an eaily 
junction with Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s aimy, and under any cii- 
cumstances, to proceed with the utmost practicable expedition in 
the direction of Holkar’s foice, and to take advantage of any 
opportunity of attacking it 
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Jeswunt Rao Holkai’s troops having subsequently moved in 
the diiection of Ougein, Colonel Muiray detei mined in confoi- 
mity to the spiiit of his instiuctions, as well as m compliance 
with the uigcnt solicitations of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, to piocced 
with the utmost practicable expedition foi the piotection of that 
capital The advance of Colonel Muiiays detachment however, 
fiom Baroda to the fiontier of Guzciat, was considerably retarded 
by the difficulty of procuiing conveyance in Guzeiat , by the 
exhausted condition of the couiitr)^ and the consequent difficulty 
of piocuiing forage, and by the necessity of previously securing 
ample supplies of provisions About the middle of the month of 
June however, Colonel Murray arrived with the detachment 
under his command in the vicinity of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
Fort of Dohud 

At the suggestion of Major -General Wellesley, the transmis- 
sion of orders to the Commandant of that foitiess for the recep- 
tion of the heavy ordnance and stores of the detachment under 
Colonel Murray’s command, had been a subject of lepeated 
urgency on the part of the Resident at the court of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, with that chieftain and his ministers, who explained 
the delay which occurred in the transmission of those orders, by 
asserting that the Commandant of that force was m the service 
of Ambajee, and that orders addressed to him would be of no 
effect This subject will be stated moie m detail m that pait of 
the present despatch, which 1 elates to the transactions at the 
court of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah It appears however, that ulti- 
mately the Commandant not only consented that the heavy 
oidnance should be deposited m the fort, but proposed that a 
British guard should be stationed in it 

On the 30th of June, the detachment under the command of 
Colonel Muiray, ai lived at Budnawai on its route to Ougem 
At that station Colonel Muiiay leceived intelligence which 
induced him to suspend his advance to Ougem, and to letiie to 
a position behind the iivei Myhcc 

The causes which influenced Colonel Murray’s resolution to 
letiie behind the Myhee, appeared to have been principally the 
information which he received from Lieut -Colonel Monson of 
the letuin of the army under the peisonal command of the 
Commander-in-Chief into cantonments, and of the intention of 
Lieut -Colonel Monson to halt with his detachment at the 
Mokundia pass, until he should receive further orders from 
General Lake, combined with intelligence which Colonel Murray 
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leccivcd at the same time, of the intention of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai to diiect the whole of his foice against the detachment 
advancing fiom Guzciat 

Colonel Mull ay stated it to be his opinion; that the detach- 
ment undei his command was unequal to oppose the whole foice 
of Jeswunt Rao Holkai, without the assistance of the cavahy, 
with which he expected to be fuinishcd by the Guikwai, and by 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and that by advancing into Malwa, he 
might not only endanger the safety of his detachment, but affoid 
to Jeswunt Rao Holkar a favouiablc oppoitunity foi the invasion 
of Gnzeiat In addition to these causes of leticat, Colonel 
Muiiay considcied his position at Budnawai to be unfavourable 
to the opeiations of a body of mfantiy against a supciioi foice, 
while the position to which Colonel Muiiay pioposcd to letiic 
in the rear of the Myhce, appealed to that othcei to possess 
advantages which would enable his detachment to resist the 
attack of the whole of Holkar’s force. Colonel Muriay ac- 
coidingly on the ist of July, commenced his ictrcat touaids 
the Myhee 

On the 5th of that month however, Colonel Muiiay received 
intelligence that Holkai had detached a consideiable body of 
his tioops towaids Hinglaisghui, (the assault and captuie of 
which place b)'- the Biitish tioops has alieady been dcsciibed,) 
and that the mam body of Holkai’s foice had maiched in a 
diicction noith-cast of Mundaseie These movements appeal 
to have iclicved Colonel Muiiay fiom the appiehensions which 
he entci tamed wnth lespect to the safety of his detachment, and 
accoidingl}/- on the 5th of July, Colonel Muiiay lesumed his 
maich tow^ards Ougem, at wdnch city he ai lived on the 8th of 
the same month w'lthout having encounteicd any opposition 

At an early peiiod of time aftei the maich of Colonel Muiiay 
fiom Guzciat, that officer communicated to the Resident w'lth 
Dowdut Rao Scmdiah, his anxious dcsiie to be fuinishcd wnth a 
body of Scmdiah’s cavahy, to co-opeiate wnth the detachment 
undei his command Befoie the ai rival of Colonel Muriay at 
Ougem, a vakeel on the pait of Antajee Geeidui, the piincipal 
officei of Dowdut Rao Scmdiah at that capital, had arrived m 
the camp of Colonel Muiiay, 111 consequence of oideis issued by 
Dowdut Rao Scindiah’s ministers, m conformity to the uigeiit 
application of the Resident (as desciibed m a subsequent pait of 
this despatch) Colonel Muiiay tiansmittcd thiough this vakeel 
also, lepeated applications to Antajee Geerdui, urging his imme- 
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diate advance with a body of Scmdiah’s cavalry But this re- 
infoi cement though fiequcntly piomised, was nevei despatched, 
and even after Colonel Muiiay’s ai rival at Ougem, every endea- 
voui to obtain the sciwices of an efficient body of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s forces pioved unavailing The expectation also of 
being joined by Scindiah’s forces undei the command of Bapoo- 
jcc Scindiah, having been disappointed by the defection of that 
chieftain Colonel Mini ay submitted to the Resident with Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, a plan foi seeming the sei vices of a consideiable 
body of Pmdairee horse, which had formerly been in the service 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and was then in the neighbourhood of 
Bopaul Colonel Murray also pioposed to laise a body of 
Sillehdar hoise in Malwa, for the puiposc of co-operating with 
his detachment 

The Resident with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, m leply to Colonel 
Muiiay’s piopositions, explained the vaiious objections to the 
employment of Pmdariies m the service of the British Govern- 
ment, but submitted the decision of the question to the authoiity 
of the Goveinoi -General m Council 

The Governor-General m Council concuiied entirely m the 
sentiments expiessed by the Resident with Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah, and signified to Colonel Muriay, his Excellency m 
Council’s disappiobation of the employment of troops of that 
dcsciiption 

Colonel Muriay having submitted to the Governor-Geneial 
scveial questions relative to the extent to which he might be per- 
mitted to encouiage desertion among the adheients of Jeswunt 
Rao Plolkar, and to offer to them employment m the seivice 
of the allies, and to what extent he might make pecumaiy 
advances to the seivants of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah for the pur- 
pose of enabling them to act with vigour and exeition, the 
Governoi-Geneial m Council deemed it to be advisable to 
fuinish Colonel Muiiay with instructions on those several ques- 
tions On the fiist point, the Goveinor-Geneial m Council 
stated his opinion to be, that the advantages to be derived by 
the employment of a laige numbei of deseiters fiom the cause 
of Holkai would not be adequate to the expence and inconveni- 
ence attending that measuie On the question regaidmg the 
advance of money to the officers of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
Colonel Muiiay was lefeired cntiiely to the judgment of the 
Resident at that chieftain’s comt 

To the disordeied condition of the whole frame of Dowlut 
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Rao Scmdiali’s government must be ascribed the conduct of his 
officers in Malwaj m failing to supply an efficient force for the 
purpose of co-opemting with Colonel Muria5’S detachment, and 
to the same cause must be ascribed the difficulty which Colonel 
Muiray expeiienced m obtaining supplies or nccessaiies for his 
troops, and in restoring his establishments of cairiage- cattle and 
other equipments which had suffered by the seventy of the 
Monsoon, and Colonel Muiray was apprized at an eaily peiiod of 
time by the Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiah of the neces- 
sity of acting vithout reference to any expectation of useful 
assistance from the government of that chieftain m the opera- 
tions of the war 

During the continuance of Colonel Muiray s detachment at 
Ougein, that officer took possession, without anj^- resistance, of 
the whole of the teriitoi)?’ in the occupation of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, situated m that quartei, and of Indore, the capital of 
the possessions of the family of Holkar These places were 
immediately delivered over to the chaige of the officers of 
Dowlut Eao Scmdiah 

It has been stated in a pieceding paragraph of this despatch, 
that the troops which had been furnished by the Guickwar to 
co-operate with Colonel hlunay’s detachment, did not foim a 
junction vith that detachment until after its arrival at Ougein 
The body of troops selected by the government of tlie Guickwar 
for this sennce, consisting of 3600 horse and 800 foot, was 
assembled at Ahmedabad in Guzeiat, soon aftei the Resident 
at Baroda notified the desire of the British Government, that 
such a force should be prepaied in conformity to the plan 
of operations piescnbed by the honouiable Majoi-General 
Wellesle3^ 

The disordered state of the Guickwar’s finances, compelled the 
British Government to provide for the pay and subsistence of 
the tioops composing the Guickivaffs contingent while in the 
field, and the Resident at Baroda accordingly, under the 
authority of the Governor in Council of Bombay, adopted an 
arrangement foi that purpose A British officer was appointed 
to leside in the camp of the Guickwar’s contingent for the pur- 
pose of conducting communications between the commandeis of 
the troops of the Guickvar and the Resident at Baroda and 
Colonel Muria)^, and of supeimtendmg the pajT’ment of those 
troops Considerable delay occurred befoie the troops com- 
menced their maich, occasioned by the extravagant demands of 
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the officers commanding the dififeient bodies of men composing 
the contingent These difficulties having been at length over- 
come, the contingent commenced its march, and on the 7th of 
July arrived at Godra, a possession of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, near 
the frontier of Guzerat At this station, the progress of the 
troops was delayed by the same cause which had retaided the 
commencement of their march This obstruction was at length 
removed by an advance of money on account of the pay of the 
troops which was made by Captain Williams (the Biitish officei, 
residing in the camp of the Guickwar’s contingent) under autho- 
rity which he had received for that purpose from the Resident 
at Baroda The troops of the Guickwar then resumed then 
march, but their progiess was extremely slow The disoiderly 
and turbulent habits of the troops and of the commandeis of the 
different parties, weie not less conspicuous on their maich from 
Godra than they had been before The repeated ordeis of 
Colonel Murray to the commander on the subject of expediting 
the march of the troops and on other points of duty connected 
with the public service, were entiiely disregarded 

Being of opinion that these tioops might be usefully employed 
m the protection of a convoy, which was advancing from Guzeiat, 
with a small detachment of British troops, Colonel Munay 
instructed Captain Williams to require the commander of the 
Guickwar’s tioops to join the convoy for the puipose above 
stated, and m the event of his refusal, to leave the camp and to 
inform the commander that the services of his corps would not 
be required. The demand of Captain Williams being refused, 
he quitted the camp of the Guickwar The progress of the 
convoy, however, being accidentally retarded, the Guickwar’s 
contingent joined the convoy a few days after Captain Williams’s 
depaituie, and advanced to Ougein, at which city the contingent 
arrived on the 16th of August 

The causes which had unhappily produced a disagreement 
between Colonel Murray and the officer commanding the troops 
of the Guickwar, did not cease to operate aftei the junction of 
the contingent with the British detachment With a view to 
remedy the evils occasioned by the disagreement existing 
between Colonel Munay and the commander of the Guickwar’s 
contingent, it was determined in concert with the Government 
of the Guickwar (which had, on all occasions, manifested a 
sincere disposition to promote the common cause) to supersede 
the commanding officer of the contingent and the principal 
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member of the Guickwar’s Goveinment, prepaicd to assume the 
command in pcison This ariangement, however, was subse- 
quently abandoned 

In the mean time, the Guickwai’s contingent icmaincd at 
Ougein, and was employed by Colonel Muiiay in the i eduction 
oi occupation of some of the possessions of Holkai, situated in 
that vicinity No coidiality howevei appears to have been 
established between Colonel Muiiay and the commandei of the 
Guickwai’s contingent, and Colonel Muiiay continued to tiansmit 
to the goveinment of Bombay, and to the Resident at Baroda, 
complaints of the misconduct of that officci. 

On the iBth of October, Colonel Muriay having completed 
the equipments of his tioops, which had been ncaily dcstioycd 
by the violence of the Monsoon, and having collected a sufficient 
number of cattle, advanced fiom Ougciii, in compliance with the 
uigent and lepcated oidcis of the Commandci-in-Chief, who 
considcied the caily advance of this detachment to be an object 
of the utmost impoitancc m the piosccution of the war , espe- 
cially in the event of Holkar being compelled to rctiic towaids 
Malwa on the appioach of the army under his Excellency’s 
pcisonal command Colonel Muriay was accompanied on his 
maich by the Guickwar’s contingent 

On the iith of November, Colonel Muiray arrived at Munda- 
seie, having occupied the Pergunnahs of Burrowda and Jowrah, 
belonging to Holkai, thiough which he had directed his maich 
Advancing from Mundasere, Colonel Muriay took possession of 
the foits of Naiiayn-Gurh and Mulhai-Gurh, which weie held by 
the adheients of Holkar The next opeiation pei formed by the 
detachment under the command of Colonel Muiray, was the 
attack of Rampooiah, a foitiess of some strength, belonging to 
Holkar, and distinct fiom the foitof Rampoorah, the assault and 
captuie of which, is stated in a preceding paiagraph of our 
despatch of the 15th of June, and which is still occupied by a 
Biitish gaiiison 

This fort was occupied by a party of British troops on the 19th 
of November, aftei an able resistance on the pait of the enemy. 
The possession of Rampoorah completed the conquest of the 
whole of Holkar’s territories on the west of the river Chumbul. 

4- vr 4^ T" 7 ^ 

The Governor-General in Council now pioceeds to communi- 
cate the sequel of the Acting Resident’s negotiations at the 
Couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah. 
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The conviction which the Acting Resident entertained of the 
infamous designs of Seijee Rao Ghautka was coiroborated in the 
Acting Resident’s judgment by an occurience in his camp on 
the night of the a7th of December On that night the guard 
stationed at the tent which contained the public baggage of the 
Residency was attacked and overpowered by a large body of 
plundeiers, who muideied 01 wounded every person near the tent, 
and plundered money and other property to the value of about 
12,000 rupees The most valuable pait of the public property 
however was preserved by the activity of the Resident’s escort, 
which compelled the plundeieis to retreat with precipitation 
The Acting Resident was induced to suspect that this outrage 
was instigated by Seijee Rao Ghautka, but of this fact no 
evidence appears Dowlut Rao Scindiah expressed the utmost 
degree of 1 egret upon this occasion, and promised to afford the 
Resident eveiy practicable satisfaction The Acting Resident 
did not suspect that Dowlut Rao Scindiah had any concern in 
this outrage That chieftain had previously expressed an earnest 
desiie that the Acting Resident should encamp on the same 
ground with his aimy on account of the Pmdairies, whom his 
Highness acknowledged his inability to contiol Although the 
suspicions of the Acting Resident with legard to the designs of 
Serjee Rao Ghautka were confirmed by this occurrence, the 
Acting Resident very propeily determined not to rendei it an 
exclusive cause for quitting the court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

Between the 7th and the 9th of January the army of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah invested the foit of Saugur for the purpose of realizing 
the amount of his demand , in consequence of which, the Acting 
Resident despatched a message to his Highness, intimating that 
he had resolved to march the following morning, and desiring 
passports To this message the Acting Resident received an 
answer purporting that Ramchunder Bhasker (the Agent before 
mentioned) should be despatched to the Acting Resident in the 
course of the morning, and that all points should be satisfactorily 
adjusted 

The Acting Resident, however, having repeated his demand 
for passports, he received a message from Dowlut Rao Scind ah 
signifying that Ambajee Inglia was expected to arrive in the 
space of eight days, and that on his arrival, it would be deter- 
mined whether his Highness should proceed to Ougein, 01 the 
Acting Resident should receive his dismission 

This insulting message confirmed the Acting Resident in his 
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resolution to maich the succeeding morning unless Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiali should consent to proceed immediately m the direction 
of Ougem, This lesolution, howcvci, the Acting Resident was 
subsequently induced to change, after having made prepaiations 
for marching by sti iking all the tents of the Biitish camp and 
loading the baggage, on receiving fiom Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
thiough the agency of Ramchunder Pundit, the most solemn 
assurances of his Highness’s determination to maich m the 
direction of Ougem on the idtli of January, and to act m every 
lespect accoidmg to the Acting Resident’s advice The delay of 
SIX days was required in consequence of the decease of a female 
of distinction in the family of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

It is piopci to obseive in this place that the information 
which the Acting Resident leccived with icgard to the object 
of Ambajec’s expected visit, was calculated to'palliate the hostile 
and insulting tendency of the message which was conveyed to 
the Acting Resident upon that subject, as described in a pre- 
ceding paragiaph 

The Acting Resident was mfoimed that repeated and earnest 
invitations had been tiansmitted to Ambajee, to pioceed to the 
camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, m the hope and expectation that 
his influence would effect the expulsion of Ghautka The Acting 
Resident also stated that m the general opinion Ambajee was 
decidedly adverse to the renewal of wai with the British Govern- 
ment The arrival of Ambajee theiefore was calculated to main- 
tain peace and amity between the two states, although the 
expectation of it was announced to the Acting Resident in 
an apparent spirit of hostility and insult 

On the evening of the 15th of January the Acting Resident 
received a message from Dowlut Rao Scmdiah stating, that his 
Highness’s march on the following moining agreeably to his 
engagement would be attended with consideiable inconvenience, 
and requesting that the Acting Resident would consent to a 
further delay of two days, promising m the most positive terms 
to prosecute his march at the expiration of that time, without a 
halt to Ougem To this proposal the Acting Resident after 
some opposition assented, and on the nth of January Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah actually commenced his maich , but only a small 
portion of the army accompanied his Highness The battalions 
and guns, together with the greater portion of the aimy, con- 
tinued to occupy their position in the vicinity of Saugur, and the 
extent of his Highness’s march did not exceed three miles The 
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Acting Resident was also informed that it was the intention of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah to halt four days where he had pitched Iils 
tents 

The Acting Resident having despatched a message remon- 
stiatmg on his breach of promise, his Highness replied, that m 
compliance with the Acting Resident^’s desire, his Highness had 
considered it to be incumbent upon him to march on the i8th. 
That his resolution of proceeding to Ougem remained unchanged, 
but that within the period of thirteen days after the decease of 
a member of his family, it was inconsistent with established 
custom to quit the spot where such an event had happened ; 
adding however, that he would positively proceed on the march 
to Ougem after the four days which the prescribed period of 
mourning compelled The Acting Resident considered the 
whole of this proceeding to be the result of collusion and deceit, 
but his solicitude to abstain fiom a measuie which m his appre- 
hension would 1 evive the war between the two states, induced him 
to attend to the piomises and professions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

•J'- 4- T -V -5^ -Sf -Jr 

The Acting Resident’s report of his proceedings at the court 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah is mteirupted by the miscarriage of a 
despatch to that officer under date the 22nd of Januaiy. It 
appears however, by a despatch from the Acting Resident of a 
subsequent date, that he had received an insulting message from 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s Duibar in answer to his demand for 
passports, and that the Acting Resident actually marched from 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah ’s camp on the 23d of January to the distance 
of about foul teen miles Previously to his depaiture, the Acting 
Resident received a visit from two of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s 
officers, the object of which was to persuade the Acting Resident 
to lemain, but those persons not being authorized to vouch for 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s march on that day, the Acting Resident 
resisted their entreaties and commenced his journey towards the 
camp of the Biitish forces 

On receiving information of the Acting Resident’s departure, 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah despatched an officer of high lank together 
with Ramchunder Bhasker the agent before mentioned to the 
Acting Residents camp, for the puipose of persuading the 
Acting Resident to return They arrived at his camp oa the 
evening of the 23d, and on being received" by the Acting 
Resident, solemnly pledged themselves that if he would return 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah'’s camp on the morning of the 24th, 

L 1 
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Dowlut Rao Scindiali would commence Ins maich towaids Ins 
capital on the following day The Acting Resident however 
lefused to accept this assurance, but being infoimed by those 
pel sons that they weie authoiized to pledge Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s name for the peifoimancc of any conditions which 
could induce the Acting Resident to return , the Acting Resident 
pioposed the following — 

1st That on the day following the Acting Resident’s return 
to camp, Dowlut Rao Scindiah should commence Ins maich to 
Ougcin, to which place he should pioceed without any furthei 
halt than the usual and necessaiy inteiwals 

andly That Scmdiah should act in confoimity to the Acting 
Resident’s advice lespectmg Ambajee without any furthei delay 

3dly That Scmdiah should comply with the Acting Resident’s 
advice to disavow in a letter to the Govcinoi-Geneial, the 
conduct of Ambajee and of the vakeel at Hyderabad, and that 
letteis of lecall to the latter poisons should be dehveied to the 
Acting Resident in oider that they might be tiansmitted through 
the Resident at that couit The messengers having agieed in 
the most solemn mannei to these conditions, the Acting Resident 
consented to letuiii to camp, and he accordingly leturncd on the 
24th of January 

On the evening of that day the Acting Resident received 
infoimation that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had icsolved to halt the 
following day This resolution being a diiect violation of one of 
the conditions on which the Acting Resident had consented to 
letuin to camp, the Acting Resident recommenced his march, 
but after proceeding a shoit distance was informed that Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah had expressed a desiie to leceive a visit fiom the 
Acting Resident, who in consequence of this intimation diiected 
that his baggage should remain at a grove in the vicinity of the 
encampment of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s legulai biigadcs, and 
proceeded with Lieutenant Stuait, the officer commanding the 
escort, to the tents of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah After some en- 
deavour on the part of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to excuse his 
conduct, he signified his deteimmation to comply that day with 
all the Acting Resident’s demands lespectmg Ambajee, and to 
commence his march towaids Ougem on the following morning 

The Acting Resident lefused to be satisfied unless the letters 
which he had demanded should be piepaied and despatched m 
his presence To this his Highness after much discussion con- 
sented, and the Acting Resident was lequested to retire with 
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some of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s public officeis to a sepaiate tent, 
that the letters might there be prepared m the terms which the 
Acting Resident should prescribe The Acting Resident accord- 
ingly retired with Lieutenant Stuart while Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
continued to hold his couit The letters were in a state of pre- 
paration, when the Acting Resident was informed that Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah desired to retiie for the puipose of peiformmg his 
devotions, which had been inteirupted by the Acting Resident’s 
visit, and the letters when completed should be carried to him, and 
if the terms of them should not entirely accord with the Acting 
Resident’s wishes, he might leturn to his Highness’s tents m the 
evening for the puipose of suggesting the necessaiy alteiations 
The Resident accoi Singly leturned to take leave of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, and immediately despatched oideis, recalling the 
baggage of the Residency In the mean time, however, the 
British camp was suriounded and overpowered by the whole 
body of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s Pindairies, who plundered the 
whole of the baggage. Lieutenant Greene, who commanded the 
escort, and Dr Wise the surgeon of the Residency, were severely 
wounded, and many of the Sepoys and othei persons attached 
to the Residency weie also wounded 

Dowlut Rao Scmdiah expiessed the utmost horror and legiet at 
this occurrence, and promised to restore the whole of the plundeied 
piopeity In the mean time the gentlemen of the Residency 
being deprived by this atrocious violence of all the means of 
accommodation, were reduced to a situation of extieme distiess 
With whatevei degree of regret and indignation the Governor- 
Geneial m Council contemplated this unparalleled outrage, 
justice lequiies the expiession of our decided opinion, that it 
was perpetiated without the participation 01 knowledge of Dow- 
lut Rao Scmdiah The Governor-General m Council even 
doubts whethei that outrage was instigated or abetted by Serjee 
Rao Ghautka, and deems it most probable that the plunder of 
the baggage was the exclusive object of this act of violence on 
the pait of some of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s 11 regular horse and 
othei licentious troops This occurience therefore produced no-. 
alteiation m the sentiments of the Goveinoi -General in Counal 
with regard to the views and dispositions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
as desciibed m piecedmg paiagraphs 

The Governor-General, however, deemed it indispensably 
necessary to demand from Dowlut Rao Scmdiah a full explana- 
tion of that extraordinaiy act of violence and ample lepaiation 

L 1 2 , 
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and atonement foi it, and the Governor-Geneial considered it to 
be proper to address a lettei to that chieftain, stating in general 
teims the sentiments of the British Government with legard to 
the whole tenor of his conduct, advei ting howevei in an especial 
manner to the outiage committed upon the British Representa- 
tive at his Highness’s court, and containing also a demand of 
reparation and atonement A copy of that lettci is annexed to 
this despatch foi your honourable Committee’s infoimation 

V*" ** ^ *5*" 

The Goveinoi -General in Council now resumes the nairative 
of the pioceedings of the aimy under the personal command of 
his Excellency the Commander-m-Chicf 

The Commandei-in-Chief ha\ing completed the necessary 
arrangements at Deig and having left a proper garrison m the 
fort, proceeded against Bhurtpore, another stiong fort belonging 
to Rajah Runjeet Sing and his usual place of residence 

The Commander-in-Chief directed his march near Muttra for 
the purpose of favouring his junction with his Majesty’s 75th 
regiment and a laige convoy of piovisions His Majesty’s 75th 
regiment and the convoy having joined the mam army on the 
29th of Decembei, the Commander-in-Chief pursued his march to- 
wards Bhurtpoie, where the aimy arrived on the 3rd of January. 

The Commander-in-Chief commenced operations against the 
town of Bhurtpore, and a batteiy of six 1 8-pounders was opened 
against the vail on the 7th of Januaiy On the 9th, the breach 
being reported piacticable, piepaiations were made to storm it, 
and Lieut -Colonel Maitland of his Majesty’s 75th regiment 
was appointed to the command of the storming party. 

Extraoidinary and unexpected obstacles however opposed the 
progress of the storming party and occasioned its detention 
during a considerable period of time in a situation where it was 
exposed to a heavy fire from the walls of the town, and on 
leaching the bieach, it was unfortunately found to be imprac- 
ticable The party was therefoie compelled to retiie after 
repeated attempts to ascend the breach with the loss of many 
officers and men, and of Lieut -Colonel Maitland whose courage 
and exertions were eminently conspicuous on this unfoitunate 
occasion A flanking party, however, which was diiected against 
the enemy’s battery at the same time succeeded in gaming the 
batteiy, spiked the guns which were found in it and killed a 
considerable number of the enemy 

The party which endeavoured to storm, retreated in good 



FAILURE OF THE SECOND ATTACK 


517 


01 del to the batteries of the British aimy Although this 
attempt to storm the bleach terminated unsuccessfully, the 
Biitish troops have on no occasion displayed a greater spirit 
of gallantry and firmness than m this attack The failuie 
of this attack must be exclusively ascribed to the insurmount- 
able nature of the obstacles which opposed the progress of the 
troops. 

On the following night a new battery was commenced for the 
purpose of breaching the Avail m a different place and was opened 
on the 14th with gieat effect 

On the aist of January, the bieach which had been effected by 
the fire from the batteries which had been erected after the 
assault of the toAAm on the 9th appearing to be practicable, the 
Commander-in- Chief determined upon another attempt to cany 
the place by stoini On the evening of that day the stoimmg 
party, Avhich AA^as commanded by Lieut -Colonel Macrae of his 
Majesty’s 76th regiment, moved out of the tienches The ditch 
ho\A'’ever Avhich surrounds the toAAm was found to be so broad 
and deep that every attempt of the storming party to cross it 
proved unsuccessful, and the party Avas compelled to return to 
the trenches The Commandei-in-Chief represents the conduct 
of the troops on this occasion to have been distinguished by their 
accustomed steadiness, activity, and valour 

The Governor-Geneial m Council is concerned to add that the 
heavy fire to AAdiich the troops Avere unavoidably exposed during 
a considerable time m endeavouiing to effect their passage across 
the ditch and during their return to the batteries occasioned a 
severe loss 

The failure of these attempts determined the Commander-in- 
Chief to cairy the approaches close to the surrounding ditch, by 
Avhich means it Avas his Excellency's expectation that the 
obstacles Avhich had hitherto prevented our success would be 
effectually overcome 

His Excellency accordingly stationed the army in a new 
position on the southern side of the toAvn and recommenced the 
operations of the siege. 

■J*- * V- -If 

On the iith of February the mam body of the army under the 
command of Major-General Jones, which had advanced from 
Guzerat, formed a junction Avith the army of the Commander-m- 
Chief, and encamped m a position m the vicinity of the ground 
occupied by the army of Bengal 
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The lemainder of the foice fiom Guzerat under the command 
of Lieut Colonel Holmes, was advancing with a convoy of 
treasuie and stores by a diffeient-ioute, and at the period of the 
latest advices was aiiived at Rampoorah 

On the 20th of Febiuaiy the advanced state of the opeiations 
against the town of Bhurtpore appeared to the Commandei-m- 
Chief to lender it advisable to assault the place without fuithei 
delay On that day his Excellency made picpaiations foi the 
attack The party destined to storm the breach was foimed of 
the greater part of the European infantry belonging to the 
Bengal army and thiee battalions of Sepo3'-s under the command 
of Lieut -Colonel Don Anothei paity consisting of 200 men, 
his Majesty’s 86th regiment, and one battalion of Bengal native 
infantr}'" undei the command of Captain Grant of the former 
coips, was oideied to attack the enemj^’s tienches and guns on 
the outside of the town, while a third column composed of 300 
men fiom his Majestj^^’s 65th regiment and two battalions of 
Bombay native mfantiy was destined to attack one of the gates 
of the place which was undei stood to be accessible The attack 
conducted by Captain Grant entiiely succeeded, and the British 
tioops obtained possession of the enemy’s guns, which were 
bi ought into camp The Governor-Geneial is concerned to 
state that ncithei of the other attacks succeeded The ditch 
was found to be so deep as to render the approach of the stoim- 
ing party under the command of Lieut -Colonel Don to the 
breach impracticable The tioops then attempted to ascend one 
of the bastions of the town but without success, and after 
repeated endeavours to ascend, was finally compelled to desist 
The column under the command of Lieut -Colonel Taylor 
which was intended to attack the gate was detained a considei- 
able time on its march, and was eaily exposed to a most heav3>- 
and destructive fire from the town, which destroyed the laddeis 
and rendered every attempt to succeed by assaulting the gate 
impracticable Lieut -Colonel Taylor, theiefore, was compelled 
to withdraw his men until he received orders to return to camp 
The Commandei-in-Chief has expressed his opinion of the con- 
duct of Lieut -Colonel Don and of Captain Giant and the tioops 
under their command in terms of the greatest appiobation 

The failure of this attempt to carry the town by assault 
having been occasioned in a great degree by the occurrence of 
unexpected accidents and delays, and the Commandei-m-Chief 
having reason to suppose that a few hours more battering would 
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render perfectly practicable the bastion which oui troops had 
attempted to escalade, his Excellency determined to renew the 
attack on the following day 

The storming paity consisted of the whole of the Euiopean 
foice and two battalions of Native infantry from the aimy of 
Bengal and the greater pait of his Majesty’s <55th and 85th 
legiments, the Grenadier battalion and the flank companies, and 
another battalion of Native infantry from the aimy of Bombay 
The whole was commanded by the honourable Colonel Monson, 
and moved out to the attack at three o’clock in the afternoon of 
the 3 1 St of February 

The troops engaged in the attack with the most determined 
zeal and bi-avery^ but their utmost exeitions to gam the top of 
the breach were unsuccessful, and aftei successive attempts, 
which were continued with unabatmg aidour during two hours, 
weie compelled to retire with a severe loss of officers and men 
It IS with the deepest concern that the Governor-General in 
Council announces to your honouiable Committee this further 
failure in the attempt to cairy Bhurtpore by assault, and his 
Excellency in Council extremely laments the loss of the many 
biave officeis and men who have fallen on this occasion 
Although the exertions of the tioops have not been attended 
with success, they have not on any occasion displayed a greater 
degree of gallantry and steadiness, and the Commander-in- 
Chief has expiessed the highest approbation of the conduct 
of Lieut -Colonel Monson and of all the tioops engaged in the 
assault 

The causes of the lepeated failuies in the attempts upon 
Bhuitpore have not yet been fully stated to the Governor- 
General m Council, and will require fuither investigation 

On the 34th of Febiuary the Commander-in-Chief took up a 
new position on the north-east side of Bhurtpoie, and his 
Excellency is prepared to re-commence operations against that 
place as soon as he shall have received supplies of stores and 
ammunition which are advancing towards the army fiom the 
stations within the Company’s provinces at which they had 
been collected The Commander-in-Chief expresses a confident 
hope of obtaining possession of Bhurtpore before the conclusion 
of the season for active military operations in that quarter of 
India 

The Rajah of Bhurtpore howevei, aware that the exertions of 
the British forces must ultimately be successful and that the 
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utter destmction of his pouer must be the consequence of our 
success, despatched on the 25th of Februaiy a letter to his 
Excellenc}’- the Commander-in-Chief, proposing an accommo- 
dation with the British Government 

^ - A. A- 

On a consideration of all the transactions which have been 
recorded in the preceding narrative combined with the actual 
condition of our internal and external relations, the Governor- 
General m Council has no reason to doubt the accomplishment 
of the expectations, which m our despatch of the 13th of July 
the Governor-General in Council has expressed with regard to 
-the benefits to be derived from the general airangements of the 
peace concluded with Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of 
Berar The fundamental principles of that policy which regu- 
lated the measures of the British Government m framing those 
arrangements which must constitute the basis of the pov er and 
secuiity of the Biitish Empire in India, cannot be considered to 
be affected by the circumstances of the existing contest with 
Holkar and his partizans The immediate effect of that ex- 
tended system of political connection which is indisputably 
lequisite for the permanent establishment of general peace and 
tranquillity throughout India, must necessarily be to deprive of 
employment that numerous class of mihtaiy’’ adventurers, vho 
have hitherto derived subsistence from the wars and contests of 
the \arious discordant and unconnected povers of India To 
the operation of this cause must be ascribed tlie facilit}’- vith 
which Holkar and his partizans have been enabled rvithout any 
pecuniary or territorial resources to assemble and maintain a 
numerous horde of freebooters But the gradual and certain 
operation of those pnnciples on Avhich is founded the existing 
system of our political relations, must ultimately tend to subdue 
the characteristic habits and dispositions of those rude and pre- 
datory classes, and to encourage the cultivation of the arts of 
peace, and industry throughout ever)^ state m India 

The power of Jeswunt Rao Holkar is destitute of any solid 
foundation, and of ever}^ element of an established Government ; 
and although under actual circumstances the British Govern- 
ment is still under the necessity of maintaining our armies in the 
field during an unexpected period of time, no conclusions can be 
deduced from the present situation of affairs, of a nature to 
justify a doubt of the ultimate establishment of that system of 
general peace and security throughout India, to which the 
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Views and measures of this government have been uniformly 
diiected 

We have the honour to be, 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants, 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow 
G Udny 


69 The Governor- General in Council to the Honourable the 
Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of Directors 

Terms of the Treaty with the Rajah of Bhurtpoi e The Defensive 
A lhance System tested favourably by the War with Holkar. 

(Extract ) 

Honouiable Siis, Fort William, 31st May, 1805. 

The terms to which the Rajah of Bhurtpoi e has ultimately 
assented are, that the Rajah shall pay to the honourable Com- 
pany the sum of twenty lacks of rupees by instalments the 
whole to be discharged within the space of four years 

The last instalment however to be remitted, if the inter- 
mediate conduct of the Rajah shall be satisfactory to the British 
Government 

That the Rajah shall assist to the utmost of his power m 
repelling any attack upon the British possessions, and that the 
Rajah shall never hold any correspondence with the enemies of 
the British powei, or be m any way connected with them ^ 
That the Rajah will never entertain m his service any subject 
of Great Biitain or France, or any European, without the 
sanction of the British Government 

That as a security for the peifoimance of the articles of the 
treaty, one of the Rajah’s sons shall constantly remain with the 
officer commanding the Biitish forces m the Soubahs of Delhi or 
Agia, and that the fortress of Deig shall continue m the occupa- 
tion of a Biitish garrison, until the British Government shall be 
peifectly satisfied of the Rajah’s fidelity and attachment. 

On the other hand, the British Government engages per- 
manently to guarantee Rajah Runjeet Sing m the possession of 
his antient territory the Rajah consenting, as the condition of 
his right eventually to claim the aid of the British power, to submit 
to the arbitration of the British Government any difference which 
may occui between him and any other state or chieftain 
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The terms of this ticatydo not diffei materially fiom those 
which weie presciibed in the Goveinoi General’s insti notions of 
the 19th of March, and being consideicd by the Governoi- 
Geneial m Council to be in evciy icspcct advantageous and 
honouiable to the Biitish Government, the tieaty was latified 
by the Governoi -General 111 Council on the 2d of May 

Although the tieaty with Rajah Runjeet Sing was not finally 
executed until the 17th of Apiil, all the stipulations of it were 
adjusted on the nth of that month , and on the evening of that 
day, the Rajah’s son ai rived in the Biitish camp' as an hostage 
On the same evening Jeswunt Rao Holkar was compelled by 
the Rajah to leave Bhuitpoie. 

In concluding this despatch, the Govcinoi-Gcncial m Council 
deems it expedient to submit to your honouiable Committee 
the following observations lespccling the effect of the war 
with Holkai upon the piinciples of the general system of our 
defensive alliances, m Hindostan and the Deccan. 

The dificient states of India included in the general system 
of defensive alliance aie, the Peishwa , Soubahdar of the Dec- 
can, Rajah of Mysoie, Guikwar; Rajah of Jcypore, Rajah of 
Bhuitpoie, Rajah of Matcherry; Rana of Gohud , Scmdiah 

In the piosecution of hostilities against Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
we have deiived consideiable assistance from the Peishva, the 
Soubahdai of the Deccan, the Rajah of Mysoic and theGuikwai, 
undei the opeiation of our engagements with those states That 
assistance could not have been expected undei any other state 
of circumstances The troops of these states have actually 
joined oui aimies, while the lesources of their respective terri- 
toiies have been at our disposal, and have been applied with 
advantage to the use of our tioops m the field 

At this moment the troops of the Peishwa and of the 
Soubahdai of the Deccan form an useful addition to the army 
m the Deccan The tioops of the Rajah of Mysore aie already 
prepaied for active opeiations The tioops of the Guikwar have 
rendered consideiable services with the army under the com- 
mand of Major-Geneial Jones, and have furnished convoy for 
the extensive supplies, which have been drawn as well from the 
Guikwar’s teiiitories as from the Company’s lesources for the 
use of the aimy 

These advantages could not have been obtained without the 
operation of the system of alliances established with those 
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states lespectively, and it may justly be appieliended that in a 
diffeient state of circumstances, the lesouices by which our 
military opeiations have been so materially facilitated might 
have been applied against us The causes which have precluded 
the opeiati|||i of the alliance with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah have 
been fully detailed in the narrative of transactions and events 
at that chieftain’s court, and your honourable Committee will 
observe that those causes are wholly unconnected with any 
considerations affecting the geneial policy of the alliance 
/ The Rajah of Jeypore has not fulfilled the duties of the 
alliance against the^ommon 'enemy With regaid to active 
exeitions, he has obseived a stiict neutrality But this conduct 
on the pait of the Rajah must be attributed to the internal state 
of the politics of that court The Rajah of Jeypoie however 
has been useful in a ceitam degree, by assembling his troops 
and by publicly manifesting a design to co-operate with the 
Biitish forces Had the Rajah of Jeypore been unconnected 
with us, the difficulties of the war m Hmdostan would have been 
inci eased by the necessity of adopting measures of precaution 
to guaid against the possible effect of intrigues at that court, 
which we should not then have had the means of controlling 
The Rajah of Matcherry has peifoimed all the duties of 
defensive alliance with fidelity and zeal 

The Rana of Gohud has been equally faithful and his tioops 
have been actively employed against the enemy ^ 

With legaid to the Rajah of Bhurtpoie, it may be observed 
that a sufficient period of time had not elapsed to give full 
effect to the alliance, before the advance of Holkar compelled 
the Biitish powei to direct its immediate attention to the 
piosecution of hostilities against that chieftain The retreat of 
Colonel Monson’s detachment, followed by the troops of Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar, favouied the success of Holkar’s intrigues at thej 
durbar of the Rajah of Bhurtpoie, and the characteiistic 
treachery of the Asiatic durbars combined with an exaggeiated 
impression of Holkar’s power, induced the Rajah of Bhuitpore 
to violate his engagements and to join the cause of the enemy. 
The expeiience of the difficulty, danger and distress which have 
attended his connection with Jeswunt Rao Holkai, has induced 
the Rajah of Bhuitpore to abandon the cause of that chieftain, 
and to seek the sources of security and prosperity in the 1 enewal 
of his alliance with the British powei 

It IS evident theiefoie that the war with Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
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has not only not affected the general system of oui political 
relations, but has demonstiated the utility of those relations in 
their application to the increase of our lesouices and power 
against our enemies Under evciy possible advantage deiived 
from the exertions of intrigue, fiom the unsettled ^tate of our 
conquests, from the internal commotion natuially occasioned 
by a state of active wai on the fiontici, fiom the exaggeiated 
impiession of Holkar’s power, lesources, skill and icputation, 
the disturbances excited by Holkai have not shaken the great 
foundations of the alliances established m Hindostan and the 
Deccan, and it may be leasonably expected that the ultimate 
consequence of the war with Holkar will lend to confirm the 
stability of all our alliances, and to secure the tianquilhty of all 
oui dominions 

We have the honour to be, 

Honouiablc Sirs, 

Youi most faithful humble Servants, 

Wellesley 
G. H Barlow 
G Udky. 

70. Lieut -General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

Monsou's Retreat 

My Loid, Head Quarters, Camp near Gunge, Sept 8th, 1804 

I have now the honour to forward for your Lordship’s informa- 
tion, the honouiable Colonel Monson’s repoit of the operations 
of his detachment from the 23d to the 31st of August, the period 
of the ai rival of the detachment at Agra This with my former 
despatches will put your Lordship m possession of every infor- 
mation I have received respecting the movements of Colonel 
Monson’s corps since he retieated fiom Mochundie Ghaut 
Although I cannot sufficiently lament the unfortunate turn 
affairs have taken with this detachment, or the circumstances 
which led to them, still I feel it my duty to represent to your 
Loidship, that both officers and men of the detachment, on 
every occasion on which they were actually engaged with the 
enemy, maintained the supeiiority of British discipline, and 
showed the utmost steadiness and gallantry, and that should 
an opportunity occur of leading against the enemy those who 
remain, I shall place the fullest confidence in their attachment, 
and approved bravery and experience 
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I shall cause eveiy possible enquiiy to be made into the 
apparent disaffection, on the part of some of the coips, who 
foimed the detachment, but I have the pleasure to assure your 
Lordship, that it does not appear to have been by any means 
extensive , numbers of the sepoys are daily coming m , and 
those that arc still with the enemy and have been obliged to 
take service, have sent woid to then officers that they will avail 
themselves of the fiist oppoitunity of escaping to return , those 
who refused to enter the enemy’s seiwice, have been most cruelly 
ticatcd and in general mutilated m the light hand 

I have the honoui to be, 

My Lord, &c 

G Lake 


I St Enclosure 

Hon Colonel Monson to Lieutenant-General Lake. 

Agra, Sept 2nd, 1804 
Sir, 

I had the honour to infoi m you, m my lettei under date the 
22nd instant, that I vas encamped on the banks of the Banas 
liver, which I was m hopes I should be able to cross the following 
day, but finding the river did not fall so lapidly as I had leason 
to expect, I oidcred Captain Nicholl with six companies of the 
2nd battalion of the 21st icgiment to cross m boats and pioceed 
immediately to Khooshall Ghui, in chaige of the treasuie with 
my detachment. On the evening of the 23rd the whole of 
Holkar’s cavahy came up, and pitched then camp about two 
coss from me , on the morning of the 24th at day-light, finding 
the rivei foidablc, I began to cioss my baggage At eight 
o’clock A M the enemy took possession of a large village on my 
right, and commenced making embrasuics for two guns, I there- 
fore oidcred without delay two companies from the 12th regi- 
ment and the advanced picquet from the 2nd battalion, 2nd 
regiment, the whole under the command of Lieutenant Pan of 
the lattei coips, to stoim it, which they did with the loss of few 
men killed and wounded About twelve o’clock the whole of 
my baggage with the 12th regiment, ist battalion 14th, 2nd do 
9th icgiment had ciossed and one howitzei, the above corps 
leaving then picquets standing, the 2nd battalion, 2nd legiment 
remaining to support them, finding any attempt to withdraw my 
picquets befoie daik must piovc inevitable destruction to them 
About foul o'clock P M Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s infantry came up ; 
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m the morning nearly the whole of his cavaliy had crossed at a 
ford three or foui miles below me for the purpose of attacking 
my baggage, which had obliged me to cross my mfantiy as his 
cavalry crossed When his infantry had suiiounded my picquets, 
they opened a heavy cannonade, which obliged the party I had 
posted in the village we had taken m the morning, to withdiaw, 
and of which the enemy took possession directly, and planted 
two guns, but our right flank being protected by a high hill they 
had no effect, they therefoie soon withdrew them more to our 
left, and after having cannonaded us for nearly an hour, they 
came down to the attack making a hideous noise Our troops 
received them with great coolness and chaiged , the enemy fled, 
and we earned a line of guns, but were pi evented making use 
of them, the whole of the ammunition being carried away The 
enemy immediately opened a fire extremely heavy fiom a fresh 
line of guns, and surrounded us with bodies of infantry and 
cavalry, most of my troops were now either killed or wounded, 
and further resistance being vain, I retreated to the Ghaut with 
the howitzer, the enemy pressing on me very fast, when we 
reached the river, the confusion was very gieat The enemy’s 
horse cut in, and every man that stood by the howitzer was cut 
down Our tioops now piessed fast into the river endeavouimg 
to make their escape, but the enemy pushed after and many 
were either killed or drowned At this instant, while the 
enemy were making a dreadful slaughter of our troops. Colonel 
M‘Culloch with the ist battalion 14th regiment, came down to 
the river on the opposite side, upon which the enemy letired, 
and enabled a few of our troops to escape, which was scaicely 
done, when the enemy brought their guns to the Ghaut, and 
under the cover of then fire began to cross I immediately 
foimed my troops into an oblong square and commenced my 
march 

The enemy’s cavaliy pressing me hard, I found it impossible 
to save the whole of my baggage , therefore leaving my baggage 
to make the best of its way, I moved lapidly on, and I reached 
Khooshall Ghur on the evening of the 35th, the gi eater part 
of my baggage having fallen into the hands of the enemy We 
had been gieatly annoyed the whole of the day, the enemy’s 
hoise hanging on the real, and thieatemng to charge, which had 
obliged me to halt and open the howitzer on them, seveial 
times. I found Captain Nicholl’s detachment encamped in the 
fort , they had been attacked by the battalions belonging to 
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Rao Mahdoo Sadishoo Buxy, for the particulais I lefer youi 
Excellency to Captain Nicholl’s letter which I have the honoui 
to enclose I was much suipnzed on my ai rival at Khooshall 
Ghui'j not to find five battalions and twenty pieces of cannon 
belonging to the Rajah of Jeypore, as I undeistood from that 
court that I was to be joined by that force on my arrival there, 
but they had left it some days pievious to my arrival On the 
morning of the 26th the whole of the enemy’s cavahy arrived, 
and in the evening they encamped m separate bodies all around 
me It IS with great pain I now inform your Excellency that 
I discoveied duiing the day a coirespondence going foiward 
between some of the native commissioned officers of the ist 
battalion 14th and 2nd battalion 9th regiment, with Holkar, 
lespecting those coips going over to the enemy fortunately a 
lettei ftom Holkar to a Soubahdai was biought to me, which 
put it into my power to take some steps towaids preventing 
any thing serious with legard to the safety of the detachment 
being endangered taking place , however, nearly two companies 
from the ist battalion 14th regiment going off, and about 400 of 
Major Frith’s irregular cavalry deserting at the same time, and 
receiving two veibal summons from Holkar to suirender during 
the day, made my situation tiuly alaimmg, not knowing to what 
extent the tieacheiy of my tioops might exist I must 111 
justice notice that the exemplary conduct of the 12th legiment, 
and the six companies of the 2nd battalion 21st regiment duimg 
the whole of the campaign, shewed their attachment to the 
government and their reliance on their officeis, and at this period 
111 particular, their steady good conduct was veiy conspicuous 
On the 26th at seven o’clock P M I moved out of the fort, and 
foimed an oblong square finding the howitzer would prove a 
seiious delay to us, I ordered it to be spiked, and commenced 
my march The enemy, as soon as they knew we had moved, 
followed us, and one body chaiged but were easily lepulsed, 
the guns nearly at the same time belonging to Rao Mahdoo 
Sadishoo Buxy’s battalion opened on us but with no effect It 
being so daik they could not distinguish our troops at the 
distance we were The enemy’s cavahy followed us the whole 
of the night of the 26th, and during the day of the 27th, harassing 
our troops by attempting to chaige and keeping up a constant 
file from three gallopers, but which fortunately did little mischief 
In the evening about six o’clock we reached Hindoun, the tioops 
gieatly exhausted. I took possession of an old ruined foit and 



538 RETREAT CONCLUDED OFFICERS AND MEN PRAISED 

lemamed until one o’clock A M on the 38th, when I commenced 
my march , at day-light the enemy’s horse were m sight, they 
keeping the high road whilst we marched among the ravines, 
the guide taking what he said was the best road We had just 
cleared the ravines when the enemy’s cavalry made a desperate 
charge in three bodies, which was leceived by our troops with 
determined coolness and bravery, the T 3 th regiment reserving 
their fire until the enemy were within a few yards of their 
bayonets, which when delivered did great execution, several 
Sirdars falling The enemy finding they could make no im- 
pression, wheeled off and made no moie attempts to chaige 
duiing the day 

We reached the Biana Pass about sunset, and finding the 
troops greatly fatigued, I halted, intending to remain for the night 
at the enhance of the pass The enemy’s guns at this time 
came up, and finding I had halted, brought their guns aiound 
me and opened a furious cannonade, which obliged me to 
proceed We got to the city of Biana about nine oklock P M 
The night being extremely dark, the baggage had mixed with 
the line, and tin own the troops into great confusion however 
I got the corps together as well as possible and moved on, but 
they were soon sepaiated again, owing to the darkness of the 
night and the gieat cultivation Finding it impossible to collect 
the whole together again, each coips made the best of their way 
to Agra, keeping together as much as possible, where most of 
the troops ariived by the 30th and the whole by the 31st at 
day- light 

I beg leave now to assuie your Excellency that the coolness 
and determined bravery shewn by the officers and men of the 
detachment during this arduous contest, merits my waimest 
praise, the firmness with which they received the repeated 
attacks of so superior and poweiful an enemy and the patience 
with which they undeiwent the greatest hardships, claims my 
admiiation and gratitude, and shewed themselves worthy of the 
name of British troops To Lieutenant-Colonels McCulloch and 
Ashe, Major Radcliffe, Captains Nicholl, Featherstone, and 
Fletchei I feel greatly indebted for their exertions Lieutenant- 
Colonel Don and Captain 0 ‘Donnel, both m a bad state of 
health, exerted themselves greatly and rendered me essential 
seivice 

Youi Excellency will perceive, by the enclosed return of killed 
and wounded, that oui loss has been very great Though I 
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cannot but lament with the deepest regret the loss of so many- 
noble fellows, yet I cannot but observe witli some satisfaction, 
that even in the hour of death, each emulated the other to deeds 
of glory, and fell as became British soldiers and men 

I have the honour to be, &c 

W. Monson, 
Brig Com. 


2d Enclosure. 


Captain Nicholl to the Hon Brigadier General Monson 

Agra, Aug 31st, 1803 
Sir, 

I take this, the earliest opportunity of detailing the occurrences 
of the detachment you did me the honour to place under my 
command on the river Banas 

After crossing the Banas in the evening of the 22nd, with six 
companies of the and battalion of the 21st regiment, (not ex- 
ceeding 240 fiielocks) I moved from its bank about ten o’clock 
on the following morning in charge of the treasure, tumbiils, &c, 
and proceeded according to your instructions on the road to 
Coossial Ghur About seven in the evening I halted at a small 
village to refresh the people , and between three and four of the 
morning of the 24th, moved with the intention of waiting youi 
arrival at the town of Bebonda agreeable to your directions but 
being refused admittance, I hesitated not a moment in pushing 
for Coossial Ghur, under the supposition that my presence there 
might favourably operate upon the Mahratta chiefs, with whom I 
had understood negotiation was carrying on My approach to 
the town was arrested by a body of Mahratta cavalry, which I 
(1 eluctantly) submitted to upon the piinciple of moderation, and 
as we came upon them rather unexpectedly, the military etiquette 
of stopping our appioach to their camp to ascertain the cause of 
our mission, might not be deemed irregular or improper. After 
bpng informed that our arrival was for the express purpose of 
conciliation, we were permitted to proceed to the Fort, under the 
walls of which I encamped about 12 o’clock, forming a junction 
wnth a company of the J2th regiment which had been there 
some days. Our arrival seemed to excite a good deal of com- 
motion among the Mahrattas, who immediately got under aims, 
and in an hour sounded a signal for march , I then advised them 
again that we had come on terms of fiiendship, and begged they 
would persuade themselves to remain where they were until your 

M m 
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arrival, which might be expected in all the next day, this, 
however, had no other effect than pioducing a declaiation, on 
their part, that they had been deceived, and about 4 o’clock they 
maiched off and encamped a coss distant on the opposite side of 
the town , at 9 o’clock at night all our picquets weie attacked at 
the same moment by hoi semen, &c With our little line undei 
arms, I directed the picquets to stand their ground, which they 
did until the moining, when I recalled them and moved into the 
Foit of Coossial Ghur, having several gates and more openings 
Between 7 and 8 o’clock on the 24th I was appiized of the 
Mahrattas’ intention of levying a maumlah upon the town, 
accompanied with a thieat, that if in two hours a certain sum 
was not paid, they would open a cannonade upon it Conceiving 
that 111 alliance with the Jeypoor Rajah, it iias my duty to 
defend his rights, I wrote to the Mahiatta Chiefs, repeating the 
cause and intention of our arrival, adding that if they weie 
determined to insist upon unjust exactions, I was equally de- 
tei mined under all the circumstances existing to oppose them, 
to which they replied as enclosed (leaving me no doubts as to 
my own conduct) in haughty terms demanding all my elephants, 
tieasure, arms, &c, and obseiwing that if I would resign them 
I should be permitted to retire unmolested wherever I pleased 
Not having great confidence in Mahratta faith, and feeling all 
the indignity annexed to the insolence of such a demand, I of 
course made no reply, and m an hour they opened a batteiy 
of JO guns, 9 and 6 pounders, which they continued playing 
until 3 o’clock P M , when finding they could make no impression, 
they moved round to the northwaid Although their battery 
had been witliin musket shot, I treated them with silent con- 
tempt, which may have encouiaged their attack upon the town 
in the evening, as about 5 o’clock they recommenced their can- 
nonade (all the towns-people quitting the fort), and their infantry, 
6 or 800, enteimg by the noith gate with colours flying and 
drums beating, but by the brisk gallantry of Lieutenant Hariiott 
with his own company of the 2d battalion of the 12th regiment, 
followed with equal spirit by about 100 men of the 2d battalion 
of the 2 1st regiment, the enemy were beat back under disgrace, 
leaving several killed, and many must have been wounded. 
Observing the animated conduct of this spirited detachment, 
I regretted most seriously that I had not a few more sepoys to 
have enabled me to take advantage of an exulting moment, but 
the responsibility of a charge so serious in its nature as the 
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treasure, made me pause, fearful of carrying even gallantry too 
far, though I had not the smallest doubt of success had I 
attempted their batteiy After repulsing their attack upon the 
town I had however determined to storm this battery upon the 
close of day, and had given orders to that effect, but whether 
the enemy had been apprized of your approach or my determi- 
nation, they wisely moved off their guns to their camp, where 
altogether they possessed 01 pieces of cannon The spirited 
conduct of our small body in this little affair does them great 
credit, and is, in my humble opinion, deserving of praise The 
men of the ad battalion of the aist followed with animated 
courage the bright example of the company of the lath regiment 
Lieutenant Brownrigg, who upon this occasion acted as a volun- 
teer, behaved with great spirit. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

W Nicholl, 

Capt commanding a Detachment 
The Company of the lath, one Drummer killed. 

Do do aist, one Sepoy do. 

71. Lieut.- General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

Monson's Retreat. 

Head Quarters, Muttra, July ist, 1805 

My Lord, 

Soon after the conclusion of the late war with the Mahratta 
confederates, the attention of Government was directed to 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar. The armies of that chief occupied a 
position highly dangerous to our security, and he openly 
avowed an intention to invade our possessions. He was like- 
wise committing the most destructive depredations on the 
territories of our allies, and employing the most active means 
to excite revolt and insurrection in those provinces which had 
recently been subjected to our dominion 

A consideration of these circumstances induced your Lordship 
in Council to authorize me to enter into a negotiation with 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and in conformity to the instructions with 
which I was furnished on this occasion, I employed such means 
as were deemed consistent with the dignity, honour and interests 
of government to avert the hostile designs of that chief, and to 
adjust his various insolent and groundless pretensions. 

During the progress of this negotiation, I judged it expedient 

M m 
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to move forward with the army, which as your Loidship knows, 
had remained m the field since the conclusion of the foimer war. 
This movement was dictated by the desire of giving weight to 
the means employed for the purpose of accommodation , by the 
necessity of protecting from the ravages of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
those states with whom we were m alliance, and by the ad- 
vantage of placing my army in a situation from whence it might 
act with effect and celerity in the event of failure in our pacific 
measures 

In the course of my communications with Holkar, it gradually 
became manifest that the relations of peace and friendship could 
not be established with that chief His language was arrogant 
and unconciliating, his demands were extravagant and inad- 
missible, and his conduct continued menacing and hostile 
Under these circumstances I continued slowly to advance for- 
ward until your Lordship’s final decision should authorize what 
appeared no longei avoidable, the commencement of military 
operations, 

Holkar’s force had occupied a position m the country of 
Ajmeer, contiguous to the frontier of the Jyepoor possessions, 
from whence it had extended its depredations to all the sur- 
rounding countries On my arrival at Doussa, I was informed 
that It had moved into the territories of Jyepoor and advanced 
so far as to threaten the capital of that state It became of 
importance to avert a plan which would be destructive to our 
ally the Rajah of Jyepoor, and add in a great degree to the 
resources of a chief whose hostile intentions m regard to the 
British Government were no longer doubtful I therefore deter- 
mined to advance a force for the protection of Jyepoor, which my 
vicinity to that place would have enabled me to support with the 
rest of my army if necessary 

The force destined for this service marched from my camp at 
Doussa, on the i8th of April 1804, and consisted of three 
battalions of Native infantry, with suitable equipments of artil- 
lery, military stores, &c. It was commanded by the honourable 
Lieut -Colonel Monson of his Majesty’s 76th regiment, whom I 
instructed, unless compelled for the safety of Jyepoor, to avoid 
engaging any part of the enemy’s force, and to remain within 
such a distance of my army as might enable me to give him what- 
ever degree of support circumstances might require 

The advance of this detachment, and the situation of my army 
compelled Holkar to abandon his designs against Jyepoor He 
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moved slowly off in a southerly direction, destroying the villages 
and laying waste the countiy in his neighbourhood 

My pioceedings in the course of the negotiation I carried on 
with Jeswunt Rao Holkar had been transmitted to your Lord- 
ship, and produced a conviction of the impossibility of avoiding 
hostilities with that chief Your Lordship in consequence was 
pleased to transmit me instructions to commence military opera- 
tions with every piacticable degree of haste and vigour. The 
despatch on this occasion under date i5th of April 1804, was 
received whilst the army was encamped at Doussa, and I com- 
menced without delay to cany into effect the orders it contained 
The enemy having halted m the Jyepoor territories an oppor- 
tunity seemed to offei of bringing him to a general action, and I 
accordingly proceeded from Doussa with the greatest expedition 
towaids the position he occupied My appioach however induced 
him to retreat, and he pursued his course with such celerity in a 
southerly diiection as left no probability that I could compel 
him to engage my army 

The flight of Holkar, and the inexpediency of pursuing him 
on account of the advanced period of the season and other causes, 
induced me to halt the army at Nuahee, a position near the 
fiontier of the Jyepoor country, and at an inconsiderable dis- 
tance fromTonk and Rampoorah, places which with an extensive 
country connected to them belonged at this time to the enemy, 
and of which it was of importance that we should obtain pos- 
session 

Tonk, which is a walled town of considerable extent and 
population, was about this time very gallantly attacked and 
carried by a body of irregular horse, which I had sent in advance 
under the command of Lieutenant Lucan of his Majesty’s 74th 
1 egiment, for the purpose of giving every possible annoyance to 
the rear of the retreating enemy 

Rampoorah is a fortress deemed by the natives of great 
strength, I therefoie j'udged it necessary to detach a foice from 
the aimy properly equipped for taking possession of it. The 
party intended for this service accordingly consisted of two 
battalions of Native infantry, the necessary artillery, and a 
regiment of Native cavalry under the command of Lieut.-Colonel 
Don of the honourable Company’s service 

Lieut -Colonel Don and his detachment executed this duty 
with the utmost spirit and success Having m vain endea- 
voured to induce the enemy to surrender the place. Colonel Don 



534 lake's army went into cantonments 


conceited the necessaiy measuies foi attempting to cairy it by 
assault on the i6th of May This was contrived with so much 
wisdom, and executed with such spirit and energy, that the 
attempt completely succeeded The gieatest pait of the garrison 
was destioyed, whilst the loss on oui part was extiemely incon- 
sideiable 

These rapid and impoitant successes, with the situation of my 
aimy, and the advancement of the detachment under the honour- 
able Lieut -Colonel Monson, appealed to impiess the enemy with 
a gieat degree of constei nation They fled lapidly acioss the 
Chumbul iivei, and returned towards Malwa, laying waste the 
country in then progress in that diiection 

At this period I was infoimed fiom all quarters, that Holkar’s 
pecumaiy lesources were reduced to the lowest ebb, that his 
aimy was filled with terror and dismay, and that his troops 
who before had been mutinous and discontented weie now 
deserting from him in gieat numbers These lepiesentations 
were rendered more probable fiom the consideration that a 
successful war is necessary to letain together an army and to 
suppoit the confidence of troops whose chief band of union is 
plunder I therefore gave them considerable credit, although I 
found it impossible to obtain accurate information, and was awaie 
of the exaggeration which the natives of this country give to all 
then relations 

This reduced state of the enemy’s powei and lesouices, and 
the great distance to which he had prosecuted his flight, appear- 
ing to me in a great measure to have released those states with 
which we were m alliance from all hazard of future depredation, 
and to have deprived Jeswunt Rao Holkar. of all hopes of 
success m any futuie attempt to invade the British territories in 
Hmdostan, I determined without further delay to withdraw the 
mam army to then respective cantonments within the Company’s 
provinces 

Other considerations at the same time concurred to render this 
measure highly expedient No advantage could have resulted 
from lemaming m the position I then occupied, and a further 
pursuit of the enemy was rendered impossible from the nature of 
those countries in advance, m regard to water and provisions 
It was highly desirable too to place my European troops under 
cover before the approach of the rainy season, which could not 
fail to be destructive to them in the field 

Before I commenced my march to cantonments, it was of 
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importance to take every piecaution in legaid to our future 
security, and it appeared to me that this object would be com- 
pletely attained by secuiing the passes of Boondee and Lakery 
in that chain of mountains to the southwaid of Rampoorah I 
accordingly directed Lieut -Colonel Monson with the force under 
his command, to occupy and maintain a position in their vicinity 
Lieut -Colonel Don was at the same time instructed to place 
himself under the command of Colonel Monson, with the whole 
force that had captured Rampoorah, with the exception of a 
regiment of native cavalry which I ordered to lejoin my army 

Having formed this arrangement, and furnished the honour- 
able Lieut -Colonel Monson with such instructions as appeared 
necessary for the guidance of his futuie conduct, I commenced 
my march with the main army towards Agra on the 18th of 
May, and I arrived at that place on the 5th of June 1804 

Though this march was in some degree hastened by unexpected 
occuriences, which at this time happened in the piovmce of 
Bundelcund, yet my movements were adapted as much as 
possible to the extreme heat of the season Notwithstanding 
however every precaution that could be taken, I lost a number 
of Europeans, and my whole army suffered severely from the 
excessive heat 

I stationed the principal part of my native force at Agra and 
at Muttra, as well for the purpose of securing tranquillity in the 
districts contiguous to these places, as with the view of ensuring 
the fidelity of the neighbouring petty states, and of being in 
leadmess to pioceed again to the southward, should ciicum- 
stances at a future period requiie their presence in that quarter 

No cantonments for European troops had been constructed on 
the banks of the Jumna, and I theiefore proceeded towards 
Cawnpore with my European force, which consisted of his 
Majesty’s 8th, and 29th regiments of light dragoons , two 
companies of his Majesty’s 22d and the whole of the '/ 6 th 
regiment of foot, with two companies of the honouiable Com- 
pany’s Euiopean regiment These arrived at Cawnpore about 
the end of June, a few days previous to the commencement of 
the rainy season 

The detachment which I had left under the command of the 
honourable Lieut -Colonel Monson consisted of five complete 
battalions of native infantry, a suitable proportion of artillery, 
and about 4,000 irregular cavalry, who, under the command of 
Lieutenant Lucan, had been oideied to join Colonel Monson’s 
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detachment soon aftei its airlval at Jyepooi These tioopswcie 
in a high state of discipline and had been accustomed to victory, 
and their equipment and efficiency were icndeied perfect by an 
ample supply of trcasuic and all kinds of mihtaiy stores 

The passes near which this detachment was stationed afford 
the only entrance through the mountains above mentioned fiom 
Malwa into Hmdostan Thiough these the enemy had ictieatcd, 
and whilst they weie defended by oui tioops, his ictuin appeared 
to be lendcrcd impossible The situation of Colonel Monsons 
coips theiefoic appealed to secuie all the advantages which had 
been obtained, and to obviate cvciy danger that could accrue to 
oui selves oi to oui allies, fiom the absence of the mam army 
It was my intention that the detachment should have remained 
in this position until the termination of the lainy season, wheie 
either alone oi strengthened by lemforccmcnts fiom Hmdostan 
as circumstances might have rcndcicd neccssaiy, it could have 
advanced into Malwa for the puiposc of carrying on offensive 
operations against the enemy Unfoitunatcly my views weic 
defeated by Colonel Monson’s departure from the plan which I 
intended him to pursue 

The irregular cavalry belonging to Colonel Monson’s detach- 
ment were sent in advance to distress as much as possible the 
rear of the leti eating enemy, and their exeitions in this service 
were attended with considerable success Several small parties 
of the enemy were cut off On the 29th of May, Lieutenant 
Lucan, assisted by Captain Gaidinei, who likewise commanded 
a small body of irregular horse, surrounded three battalions and 
eleven guns belonging to Tantia, a partizan of Holkar, and after 
a short engagement, in which these officeis displayed great activity 
and courage, compelled them to suirendei 

Unfortunately it appeared to Colonel Monson about this time, 
that advantage would likewise result from the advance of his 
mam force It appeared to him that the presence of his detach- 
ment would animate to resistance the chiefs of those countries 
in which Holkar was committing depredations Such resistance 
in the piesent reduced and dismayed state of the enemy might 
be thought to be attended with important effects, and the 
promises of support and of supply held out to him by the Rajah 
of Kotah seemed to obviate every risk of an advanced movement 
As soon as I understood that Colonel Monson had formed the 
resolution of advancing beyond the position I had assigned to 
him, I expressed in the strongest terms my disapprobation of 
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such a measure, and my apprehension of the mischiefs that might 
follow Before however, he could leceive my communications 
on this subject, he had actually crossed the Chumbul near Kotah, 
and was proceeding towards Mokundra, (a pass in a more distant 
lange of hills) which appeared to Colonel Monson as defensible 
and as well calculated to command the future operations of the 
enemy as those at which he had been oiiginally stationed 

Though the leasons which Colonel Monson assigned for this 
forwaid movement did not appear to me satisfactoiy, yet I was 
disposed to allow considerable latitude to the judgment of this 
officer, as well from his being best able to obtain a knowledge 
of such circumstances as immediately regarded his situation, 
as from the confidence m his zeal, courage and abilities with 
which his whole conduct during the former war had inspired me 

Finding therefore that the detachment had occupied the 
advanced position at Mokundra, it appeared to me that the 
most desirable measure I could pursue, was to form such arrange- 
ments as were calculated to support it in that situation, and point 
out to Colonel Monson such precautions as were likely to obviate 
the evils to be apprehended 

All my communications to Colonel Monson at this period had 
in view to impress him strongly with the danger of advancing , 
with the importance of being in a situation where his supplies 
would be liable to no uncertainty, with the advantages to be 
derived from his conciliating the chiefs of those countries m his 
neighbourhood, and with the necessity of extreme vigilance in 
regard to whatever concerned the movements and designs of the 
enemy 

I likewise directed Colonel Monson to correspond frequently 
with Colonel Murray, and to keep that officer regularly informed 
of the nature of his situation and intentions, and of his opinions 
on such objects as he thought ought to engage their mutual 
attention and exertions 

Colonel Murray at the commencement of the war had been 
directed by Maj'or-General Wellesley to move forward from 
Guzerat into Malwa The force under his command was of 
sufficient strength to engage the mam body of the enemy, and 
he had been instructed to use every exertion to accomplish that 
object At the present period he was advancing to Oujein, where 
his presence appeared necessary for the defence of that capital 
against an attack with which it was threatened by the enemy’s 
force. 
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My communications to Colonel Muiiay mfoimed him of the 
situation of the detachment under the command of Colonel 
Monson, and insti ucted him to coi 1 espond and co-operate with 
that officei, m the fullest confidence that two bodies of tioops of 
such stiength and efficiency could not only have suppoited each 
other, but by availing themselves with judgment of such favoui- 
able ciicumstances as oficicd, might have had it m their power 
to accomplish the total ovcithiow of the enemy. 

Foi leasons which have nevei been satisfactoiily explained to 
me, Colonel Muiiay after he had advanced within a short 
distance of Oujem, foimed the extiaoidmary lesolution of 
I eti eating behind the Mjdicc rivei, and actually fell back for 
that puipose This movement gave the enemy confidence, 
leheved him fiom any appiehension of an attack on the side 
of Malwa, and left him at liberty to diiect his whole attention 
to the honouiable Colonel Monson ’s detachment Colonel 
Muiiay aftei scveial rctiogiade maiches, again alteied his inten- 
tions and advanced to Oujein. He was howevei, either too late 
to give the necessary suppoi L to Colonel Monson , or he declined 
afifoidmg that degree of assistance and co-opeiation which seemed 
to me so much in his power, and which the situation of the 
latter so much icquiied 

Colonel Monson was at this time unfortunately induced to quit 
his secuie situation at Mokundra It had appeared to him that 
the Fort of Hinglaisghur, situated at some distance in advance 
of that Pass, might greatly tend to sti engthen his position, and 
he lesolved to make an effort to gam possession of it. With 
that view theicfore he piocecded foi wards, and by an attack 
concerted with skill and executed with vigour, he carried it by 
assault on the 2d of July 1804 On this occasion the activity of 
Colonel Monson, and the gallantry and good conduct of his 
troops appealed to merit such an cxpiession of my appiobation 
as I had the honour of transmitting to youi Lordship. 

Aftei the captuie of Hmglaisghui, the detachment lemamed 
encamped several days in its vicinity, at a place nearly fifty 
miles m advance of the Mokundra Pass , and whilst they were in 
this situation,4ntelhgence was leceived that the mam body of the 
enemy’s force was advancing foi the puipose of attacking them 

Jeswunt Rao Holkar had occupied a position m Malwa and 
was now advanced to the vicinity of Rampoorah on the left 
bank of the Chumbul Duiing the short period that had 
elapsed since his letieat, he had been exerting himself to collect 
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his scatteied foices; to lenew their confidence and their attach- 
ment to his cause , and to equip himself in such a manner as 
would enable him to make a vigoious exertion against the 
British detachment. How he succeeded in so great a degiee as 
to be enabled to make those exertions which aftenvards maiked 
his conduct, my deficiency of information pi events me from 
explaining 

Colonel Monson’s farther progiess would have depiived the 
enemy of his most valuable possessions; and been entiiely destruc- 
tive of whatever confidence or spiiit his followers yet letained 
These considerations theicfore, in the veiy exposed situation of 
the British detachment at the piesent period, foimed a sufficient 
inducement to the enemy to hazaid a decisive engagement 

The Chumbul which at that season is a consideiable iiver was 
intei posed between oui tioops and Holkai’s army, and whilst 
the enemy were crossing it, with then numeious aitilleiy, an 
opportunity offered to Colonel Monson of attacking him, which 
appealed to piomise success Success at this peiiod would have 
secuicd to Colonel Monson his advanced position; procured him 
supplies from the neighbouiing countrj’-, and enabled him aftei- 
waids to prosecute whatever plan of operations ciicumstances 
might have icquiied Colonel Monson was aware of these 
ciicumstances, and wiote to me tliat he intended to attack the 
enemy Unfoitunately, howevei, he altered these intentions 
and peimittcd Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s force to cioss the iiver 
unmolested and to advance upon his detachment 

As anothei occasion equally favouiable foi an attack could 
not occur to Colonel Monson, perhaps the omission should 
have been lepaired by an attack under the most favourable 
circumstances that could afterwards be obtained His numbers 
were certainly inferior to those of the enemy, but he had on his 
side discipline, appioved valoui, and the choice of position 
A bold cffoit was likewise evidently necessaiy to extiicate him 
fiom his situation, and to avoid the disgrace and misfortunes 
inseparable fiom a rapid ictreal. 

Instead of adopting this plan, Colonel Monson formed the 
lesolution of reti eating to the Mokundiah Pass, with the inten- 
tion as he informed me of making a stand m that situation , and 
he accoidingly moved from his position on the 8th of July, 
leaving the whole of his irregular cavahy on the giound of his 
encampment, foi the purpose of protecting the icai of the 
detachment in the event of an attack from the enemy. 
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Colonel Monsons infantry effected their retreat without 
suffering any loss , but his cavalry having as he informed me, 
remained longer behind than he intended, were attacked, and, 
after an obstinate contest, nearly cut to pieces The number of 
these had lately been increased by a body of horse belonging to 
Bapojee Scmdiah, and in this affair amounted to four thousand 
Lieutenant Lucan who commanded them signalized himself to 
an extraordinary degree, till being severely wounded he was 
made pnsonei He afterwards fell a sacrifice to the inhuman 
treatment he met with from the enemy 

After the detachment had arrived at the Mokundrah Pass, its 
out-posts were attacked by bodies of the enemy’s horse which 
had followed in its rear These were repulsed with very severe 
loss, but the supposed approach of the enemy’s infantry, and the 
apprehensions entertained by Lieut -Colonel Monson in regard 
to his future supplies, determined him after a short halt to 
prosecute his retreat to Kotah This he effected on the lath of 
July with more precipitation than was necessary, having on his 
departure from Mokundrah left his camp standing m older to 
deceive the enemy in regard to his intentions 

At Kotah Colonel Monson’s difficulties did not appear to him 
to be diminished He stated that he was unable to obtain the 
necessary supply of provisions , and a misunderstanding with 
the Rajah having at the same time created some distrust in 
regard to the disposition and views of the latter, the Colonel 
determined to re-cross the Chumbul and retire on the fortress 
of Rampoorah 

On Its march from Kotah to Rampoorah, the detachment 
sustained considerable loss, and was exposed to great incon- 
venience from the severity of the rams and the want of pro- 
visions Colonel Monson leported to me that the obstacles 
produced by the veiy broken state of the roads and the swelling 
of the rivers, were surmounted with the utmost difficulty, and 
compelled him to leave behind the whole of his artillery and 
military stores These in consequence fell into the hands of the 
enemy, where they remained until retaken by my army at Deig 
and Bhurtpore. 

Colonel Monson was detained a considerable time at the 
Chumbulee rivulet, which was much swelled by the rams , and at 
length found such difficulty in crossing it, that several of his men 
were drowned He states, likewise, that he was attacked in this 
situation by a body of the enemy’s horse, which he repulsed 
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With some loss The detachment arrived at Rampooiah about 
the 27th of July. 

As soon as I was apprized that Colonel Monson had com- 
menced his retreat, I urged him in the most pressing manner to 
occupy some position m which he could make a stand against 
the enemy, and I at the same time ordered two fresh battalions 
with ample supplies of ammunition, provisions and treasure to 
maich from Agra with all possible expedition to his support 
These battalions under Colonel McCulloch and a thousand 
irregular horse under Major Frith reached Rampooiah a few 
days after Colonel Monson’s arrival at that place 
When I was informed that the detachment j'omed by this 
reinforcement was at Rampoorah, I transmitted instructions to 
Colonel Monson to make a stand at that place, if such a measure 
appeared to him practicable, but if the enemy could not be 
opposed with considerable prospect of success, to throw a 
sufficient garrison with the necessary quantity of provisions and 
stores into the Fort of Rampoorah, and fall back in a slow and 
regular manner on the frontier of the British possessions, befoie 
the enemy were in a situation to press his retreat 

The honourable Colonel deemed it most advisable to retreat , 
and he accordingly marched from Rampoorah on the 21st of 
August, after having garrisoned that place as I had directed 
He had, however, waited till the enemy were close upon his 
rear. On the 22nd of August the detachment arrived at the 
Bannas river, which was so swelled m consequence of the late 
rams as to be impassable. This occasioned a halt until the river 
might subside, during which the whole force of the enemy had 
assembled in the neighbourhood of the detachment 

The river having become fordable, the detachment was 
ordered to cross it on the 24th of August, notwithstanding the 
presence of the enemy, and the precautions taken by Colonel 
Monson on this occasion were not sufficient to prevent the 
enemy from availing himself successfully of the opportunity 
which was offered to him of attacking our troops 

When four battalions of the detachment had crossed the river, 
the enemy commenced a sharp attack upon the pickets which 
had not yet been withdrawn. Colonel Monson immediately 
advanced to their support with a battalion of the second 
regiment of the native infantry, now the only corps remaining 
on that side of the river. This party was in consequence 
exposed to the whole force of the enemy’s attack. 
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The utmost steadiness and mtiepidity was displayed in this 
unequal contest The battalion above mentioned, not only 
withstood the utmost efforts of the enemy, but chaiged and 
drove them from several of their guns The gieat numbers 
however which had fallen, and the great loss of officers it had 
sustained, rendeied it unable to maintain the advantages it had 
obtained It was compelled after an aiduous struggle to fall 
back upon the iivei , and the obstacles it there met with in 
crossing exposed it so much to the enemy’s attack, that great 
numbers were destioyed 

Colonel Monson continued his letreat to Khooshalghur, wheie 
he ai rived on the night of the 25th of August, and joined a 
paity consisting of six companies of sepoys, which he had sent 
fonvard under Captain Nicholl with the treasure of the detach- 
ment, the day preceding the action at the Bannas river 

A body of troops belonging to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah were at 
this time encamped in the neighbourhood of Khooshalghur, and 
had resolved to attack the town for the purpose of levying a 
contribution The hopes of obtaining possession of the ti ensure 
induced them at the same time to commence an attack on 
Captain Nicholl’s paity They were however repulsed with 
some loss, and afterwards joined the enemy. 

A great part of the coips of iiiegular cavalry, commanded by 
Major Frith, deserted during the retreat from Rampoorah, and 
at Khooshalghur some sepoys of the 14th regiment went ovei 
with their arms to the enemy The defection amongst the latter 
was however more the consequence of extreme fatigue than of 
disaffection, and never took place to any very alarming extent. 

On his loute fiom Khooshalghur, Colonel Monson formed his 
detachment into an oblong squaie, which resisted with great 
steadiness repeated attacks of the enemy, who continued to 
harrass its march On the 28th of August, m the neighbourhood 
of Hindown, the detachment repulsed with severe loss a very 
vigoious charge made upon it by the whole of the enemy’s 
cavalry 

As the detachment approached our own territones, however, 
It lost m a considerable degree that regularity which it had 
hitherto preserved In this situation several were destroyed ; 
and others, exhausted and dispirited by hunger and fatigue, 
allowed themselves to fall into the hands of the enemy The 
remamdei, greatly harrassed and nearly worn out, arrived in a 
scattered and irregular manner at Agra about the 31st of August. 
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It IS painful to me to reflect on these distressing particulais 
It affords howevei some satisfaction to be assured of the 
steadiness and attachment of our native troops, even under 
circumstances of the severest misfortune The same corps 
which constituted Colonel Monson’s detachment, have served 
under my immediate command during the whole of this cam- 
paign, and they have on every occasion displayed the utmost 
patience, activity, steadiness and discipline 

The impression made on the public mind by the misfoi tunes 
of the honourable Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment, was 
much increased by the ferocious cruelty exercised on those who 
fell into the hands of the enemy Euiopeans of all desciiptions 
were immediately put to death , and such natives as refused to 
engage in the seivice of the enemy, were mutilated in a most 
shocking and inhuman manner Fortunately, a very small 
number of the foimer have suffered , and the latter, as a means 
of preservation, embiaced a cause which they soon afterwards 
found an opportunity of deserting 

The enemy’s cavahy followed close in the rear of the honoui- 
able Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment , and his infantry and 
artillery arrived in a few days afterwards, and took up a position 
in the neighbourhood of Bhurtpore This rendered necessaiy 
the adoption of that system of measures which I shall have the 
honour of detailing to your Lordship in my next despatch 
I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most faithful humble seivant. 

Lake. 


72. Honourable Brigadier Monson to the Marquess 

Wellesley 

Battle of Deeg 

My Lord, Camp near Deeg, Nov 14, 1804 

However proud and happy I may feel m communicating to 
your Excellency some particulars respecting the brilliant and 
decided victory, which through the favour of Providence we have 
obtained over the whole of the infantry and guns of Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai, commanded by his chief Sirdar, Hernaut Dada , at 
the same time I cannot sufficiently lament the event which has 
made it fall to my lot, in consequence of Major-General Fiaser 
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having leceived a severe wound, which obliged him to quit the 
field I attiibute oui decided and glorious victory over the 
enemy, entirely to the arrangements made for the attack by 
Major-Geneial Fiaser, and to the confidence and enthusiasm 
with which he inspired the whole army, heading his Majesty’s 
75th regiment with the most undaunted gallantry 

Youi Excellency has already heard from Major-Geneial Fraser 
the paiticulars lespecting the commencement of the action 
After we had cairled the village, we descended the hill, and 
chaiged the enemy’s advanced party under a most tremendous 
discharge of round, grape, and chain, fiom their guns, which they 
abandoned as we came up to them, letiring to fresh batteries, 
the whole of which we cairied for upwards of two miles, they 
flying before us m eveiy direction , numbers of them perishing in 
the swamp which encompasses that angle of the fort at Deeg, 
and even m the ditch of the fort itself, being pursued by us close 
up to the veiy walls After having earned the different ranges 
of guns, which extended fiom the village on their right flank to 
the south-east angle of the fort, wc returned to attack a large 
body of the enemy drawn up to the eastward of the lower end 
of the lake, and who kept annoying us with a most destructive 
file from i8 and 12 poundeis, which until now wc had no oppor- 
tunity of dispersing , these however were kept m check by 
Major Hammond with the ist battalion 2nd legimcnt, and thiee 
5-pounders, who maintained his position with the utmost steadi- 
ness and gallantry. I ordered some more 5-poundeis to be 
brought up, and, under cover of their fire, I moved round upon 
the enemy’s left flank, who as we advanced made a precipitate re- 
treat into the lake, where numbeis perished, amongst Avhom were 
Mohummud Shah Khan and Abdil Khan, two of the principal 
Siidaisof the Ally-Goles After this, the enemy made no further 
opposition, but entirely quitted the field, flying m all direc- 
tions Lieut -Colonel Biowne, with the 2nd and 3rd regiments of 
native cavalry and gallopeis, continued to Avatch the motions of 
a consideiable body of horse during the action, and afterivaids 
moved doAvn to the field of engagement to protect the removal 
of the captured guns and our Avounded, aa'Iio Avere unavoidably 
left there Lieut -Colonel Ball at the same time moved doAvn 
Avith the 3rd brigade to support the cavalry. 

I find it impossible to express my gratitude and obligation for 
the support I have received from every officer and soldier en- 
gaged Weie I alloAved to offer my individual thanks, to Lieut.- 
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Colonel Horsford, commanding the artillery, and to Lieut -Colonel 
G S. Browne, commanding the and brigade infantiy, they are 
particularly due 

From Brigade Major Menzies, Captains Fraser and Macknight, 
the officers of Major-Geneial Fiaser’s staff, I received the most 
active assistance, for which I feel myself highly indebted My 
sincere thanks are also due to my Biigade Maj'or Captain Cair, 
and to Ensign Bo\vyer, of the 12th regiment native infantry, who 
acted as my Aid-de-Camp on this occasion 

I should not be doing justice to my feelings were I not to 
mention in the most pointed manner the undaunted bravery and 
steadiness of his Majesty’s 7 dth legiment, which was never more 
conspicuously displayed than on this day 

I have equal satisfaction in mentioning the conduct of the 
1st European legiment, under the command of Lieut -Colonel 
Burnet, who showed themselves in ever}?’ way worthy of the 
name of British troops 

From the most accurate accounts I can obtain, the enemy’s 
force consisted of twenty-four battalions, a considerable body of 
horse, and one hundred and sixty pieces of cannon, the greatei 
pait of which is already brought to camp The enemy’s loss, as 
far as I can ascertain, has been very great, and it is supposed 
near two thousand have been killed and drowned in then efforts 
to escape At the same time, glorious as has been the result of 
this day, I have to lament the death of many a gallant soldier 
The lemains of the enemy’s army which took shelter in the 
Fort of Deeg are in the greatest consternation, and are deserting 
in vast numbers. 

I have the honour to enclose a general return of killed, wounded, 
and missing, of the corps engaged, and a return of ordnance, &c 
captured and brought into camp, moie guns are hourly dis- 
covered I have the satisfaction to add, that among the cap- 
tuied guns aie eleven 5 -poundcrs and two 12-pounders, lost by 
the detachment under my command 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

your Lordship’s most obedient 

and most devoted Servant, 

W Monson 


N n 
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73. Lieutenant-General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

Surprise and rout of Holkar and his cavalry 

Head Quarters, Furruckabad, Nov 17, 1804 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that in pursuance 
of my intentions expressed in my despatch of yesterday’s date, 
I reached this place this morning with the cavalry before day- 
break, after a march of upwards of thirty-four miles 

The enemy occupied a position close under the walls of Fur- 
ruckabad, and I completely succeeded in surpiizmg them The 
consequence has been, that vast numbers of their men and horses 
have been destroyed, and the whole cattle and baggage taken 
which they possessed 

Jeswunt Rao Holkar escaped by an early flight, but his troops 
in the greatest confusion, weie pursued and every where cut to 
pieces by my cavalry I am happy to add, that we have sus- 
tained very little losi either in men or horses 

I have not time at the present moment to express the satis- 
faction I have deiived from the good conduct of all the corps 
engaged, but I shall have the honour of forwarding to youi 
Lordship my sentiments on this subject as soon as possible. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most faithful humble Servant, 

G Lake 

74. Lieutenant-General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley 

First unsuccessful assault on Bhurtpore 

Head Quarters, Camp before Bhurtpore, 
January loth, 1805 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that in consequence 
of the breach in the wall of the town being repoited practicable, 
I detei mined on storming the place yesterday evening. I chose 
this time, in order to prevent the enemy from stockading the 
breach during the night, which had hitherto been the case 

I am sorry to add, that obstacles of an insurmountable nature 
were opposed to the storming party, on their arrival at the breach , 
the water in the ditch was exceedingly deep , this difficulty how- 
ever was speedily sui mounted, and the party gained the foot of 
the breach , but though every exertion u as made by both officers 
and men, the bleach was so imperfect, that eveiy effort to gam 
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the top proved fiuitless^ and the column, after making seveial 
attempts with heavy loss, was obliged to retire, which they did 
in excellent older, to our batteiy 

Among the many brave men who have fallen on this occasion, 
it IS with sinceie grief I repoit the death of Lieut -Colonel Mait- 
land, of the 75th regiment, who commanded the storming party , 
his exertions are desciibed by all to have been of a natuie the 
most heroic, and his example animated the men to persevere in 
their attempts, which nothing but difficulties, of a nature the 
most unexpected, could have lendeied unsuccessful. This gallant 
officer, though he had received several severe wounds, continued 
to exert himself until he received a shot m the head, which 
proved instantaneously mortal 

Although we unfortunately failed in gaming possession of the 
place, we were not wholly unsuccessful A flanking column on 
the right, under the orders of Major Hawkes, gained possession 
of the enemy’s batteiy, and succeeded jn spiking and disabling 
their guns, and in destroying the gieatest part of the enemy who 
were opposed to them 

I beg to assure your Lordship, that the conduct of our officeis 
and men employed last night, has been as exemplary as on every 
foimei occasion , but circumstances, of an unexpected and unfor- 
tunate nature, occurred, which their utmost efforts could not 
surmount but I hope, in a very few days, their excellent 
conduct will be rewarded by the possession of the place 

I have the honour’ to be. 

My Loid, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

G. Lake. 

76 Lieutenant-General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

Second unsuccessful assmilt on Bhurtpoi'C. 

Head Quarters, Camp before Bhurtpore, 
Jan 21, 1805 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that the breach 
appearing in a sufficient state of forwardness, I determined to 
attempt the place again this afternoon 

The storming party moved out of the trenches, where they 
had been lodged for the purpose, a little before three o’clock. 

- I am sorry to add, that the ditch was found so broad and deep, 
that every attempt to pass it proved unsuccessful, and the 

N n a 
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party was obliged to return to the trenches, without effecting 
their object 

The troops behaved with their usual steadiness, but I fear, 
from the heavy fire they were unavoidably exposed to, for a 
considerable time, that our loss has been severe 

I shall have the honour to forward returns of the killed and 
wounded, as soon as possible 

I have the honoui to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most faithful humble Servant, 

G Lake 


76 Lieut -Gfeneral Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 



Third unsuccessful assault on Bhurtpore 


Head Quarters, Camp before Bhurtpore, 
February 21, 1805 

My Lord, 

My despatch of the aoth will have informed your Lordship, 
of our failure on that day, in an attempt to carry Bhurtpore by 
assault 

I have now the honour to detail for your Lordship’s informa- 
tion, the plans that were formed to ensure, if possible, the success 
of the attempt 

The storming party under the orders of Lieut -Colonel Don, 
was formed of the greatest part of the European force belonging 
to the Bengal army, and three battalions of Sepoys 

One column composed of 300 of his Majesty’s 86th regiment, 
from the Bombay division, and the ist battalion 8th regiment 
Bengal native infantry, under Captain Grant, of the former corps, 
was ordered to attack the enemy’s trenches and guns outside the 
town, whilst a third column composed of 300 men of his Majesty’s 
65th regiment, and two battalions of Bombay Sepoys marched 
to attack the Beem Narain Gate, which from every report I had 
received was easy of access for guns, &c 

The signal for the storming party to move out was the com- 
mencement of Captain Grant’s attack on the enemy’s trenches, 
which took place a little before four o’clock in the afternoon 
Captain Grant’s column was completely successful, and got 
immediate possession of the enemy’s guns, eleven in number, all 
of which have been brought into camp The gallant conduct of 
Captain Grant and his party merits every praise 

I am sorry to say, that neither of the other columns succeeded 
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Lieut -Colonel Don’s was unfoitunately delayed by some un- 
expected circumstances, and on its arrival at the ditch, it was 
found to contain such a depth of water as to render it impossible 
to gam the breach The troops immediately attempted to 
ascend by the bastion, but the obstacles they met with were of 
so serious a nature, that their utmost efforts weie unsuccessful, 
though the colours of the 12th native infantry were planted 
within a short distance of the top 

The column from the Bombay division under Lieut -Colonel 
Taylor, notwithstanding every exertion, could not effect their 
object They were considerably delayed on their march by a 
laige body of the enemy’s hoise , and, by a mistake on the part 
of their guide, were very early exposed to a most heavy and 
destructive fire from the town, which by destroying their ladders 
rendered the attempt on the gate impracticable, and obliged 
Lieut -Colonel Taylor to draw his men under cover, until he 
received orders to return to camp 

I feel it my duty to assuie your Loidship, that though unfor- 
tunately not crowned with success, the exertions of Colonel Don 
were meritorious and gallant in the extreme, and I feel under 
infinite obligations to this officer 

I have the honour to be. My Lord, 

Your Loidship's most faithful humble servant, 

G. Lake 

77. Lieut.- General Lake to the Marquess Wellesley. 

Fourth unsiiccessftd assault on BJmrtpore 
> ) 

Head Quarters, Camp before Bhurtpore, 
February 22, 1805 

My Lord, 

My despatch of yesterday’s date will have conveyed to your 
Lordship intelligence of our want of success, in a fourth attempt 
made to cairy this place by assault 
As it appeared that our failure on the 20th was to be ac- 
counted for, in a great measure, by the occuirence of unexpected 
accidents and delays, as part of the corps who formed the storm- 
ing party had surmounted the principal difficulty, and had nearly 
gained the summit of the bastion, where I was informed a few 
hours more battering would render the ascent perfectly easy, I 
determined to make another attempt yesterday 

The party for this service consisted of the whole Euiopean 
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force, and two battalions of native infantry of the Bengal army, 
and the greater part of his Majesty’s 65th and 86th regiments, 
and the grenadier battalion, and flank companies of the ist 
battalion 3d regiment, from the Bombay division. The whole 
moved on to the attack about three o’clock m the afternoon, 
under the command of the honourable Brigadier Monson 

The troops, most confident of success, commenced the attack 
and persevered in it for a considerable length of time, with the 
most determined bravery, but then utmost exertions were not 
sufficient to enable them to gam the top of the breach The 
bastion which was the point of attack was extremely steep, the 
resistance opposed to them was vigorous, and as our men could 
only mount by small parties at a time, the advantages were very 
great on the side of the enemy Discharges of grape, logs of 
wood, and pots filled with combustible materials, immediately 
knocked down those who weie ascending, and the whole party, 
after being engaged in an obstinate contest for two hours, and 
suffering very severe loss, were obliged to relinquish the attempt, 
and retire to our trenches 

I have to lament the loss of veiy many gallant officers and 
men, as will appear to your Lordship by the accompanying return 
of killed and wounded on this occasion 

It is with sincere grief I inform your Lordship, that among the 
killed is my aide-de-camp, Major Menzies, of his Majesty’s 80th 
legiment, who proceeded with the storming paity, and fell, whilst, 
among the foremost, he was making the most heroic exertions 
to ascend the breach. I feel sincere sorrow for his loss, no less on 
account of the great regard I entertained for his private worth, than 
from the high estimation in which I held his merits as an officer 
The Honouiable Colonel Monson, to whom the conduct of the 
attack was entrusted, made every possible exertion, and has 
received my best thanks for his uncommon gallantry and perse- 
verance on that occasion 

Though the troops weie unable to effect their object, I am 
happy to assure your Lordship that they have on no occasion 
displayed greater steadiness Those of the Bengal army sup- 
ported their former character, and the Bombay division displayed 
a degree of resolution and discipline which entitles them to my 
highest praise and approbation 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 

G Lake 
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78. Mai’quess WellGsley to Lieut -General Lord Lake. 

Unsuccessful assaults on Bhmtpore 


My deal Loid, ^th, 1805 

In leading over my piivate communications to your Lordship, 
I fear that you may be impressed with an opinion that I feel too 
strong a desire for the early termination of the war, even on any 
tei ms I certainly am most anxious for peace, but I wish your 
Lordship to undei stand distinctly that my first object is the 
vigoious and steady pi osecution of the war With this view I 
entreat your Lordship not to attempt to accelerate opeiations at 
Bhuitpoie (if you should resume the siege of that place), in any 
manner which can expose us to the risk of failure Time and 
legular proceeding must ensure the fall of the place if an 
adequate battering tram sufficiently supplied be duly provided 
and propel ly directed, with the application also of regular means 
foi taking off the defences of the place I request your Lordship 
not to attempt to lenew the siege without full and ample means 
for its pi osecution , nor to attempt any assault while the least 
doubt exists of success I fear that we have despised the place 
and enemy so much as to render both foimidable 

The resumption of the siege of Bhurtpore pieviously to the 
pursuit of Holkar is also a point which I must seriously lecom- 
mend to your attention Unless the 1 eduction of the place be 
absolutely necessaiy previously to that pursuit, or essential to 
our honour, I wish your Lordship to consider whether the iisk of 
anothei failuie, and the consequent loss (to say no more), ought 
to be hazarded To youi superioi judgment I commit this 
important question The health of the troops must also be most 
seriously and tenderly considered A large army must be 
cantoned on the right bank of the Jumna, and a force must 
drive Holkar fiom our fiontier. 


My advices fiom Scindiah’s camp of the loth Febiuaiy still 
leave that chiefs views m a painful state of doubt If he should 
move towards our frontier your Lordship will maich directly 
against him His conduct is inexplicable and most vexatious 
Your Lordship will judge of my sufferings amidst all the vexa- 
tions which have fallen upon me in a manner so miiaculous and 
distressing 

Ever, my dear Lord, 

youis, most affectionately, 

Wellesley. 
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INADEQUACY OF EUROPEAN ARMY IN INDIA 


’ VI. DEFENCE OF THE INDIAN 

EMPIRE 

I European Army 

79 The Marquess WeUesley to the Right Hon. Henry 

Dundas. 

Reform and increase of the European army. 

July 13th, 1800 

My dear Sir, 

The representations which I have lately received from Fort 
St George, relative to the reduced state of his Majesty’s regi- 
ments of infantry serving at that Presidency, have suggested 
such serious considerations to my mind, as render it my indis- 
pensable duty to direct your immediate and unremitting atten- 
tion to this most important subject 

It would be superfluous to detail m a letter to you, the 
reasons which demonstrate that the security of our interests 
in India require the European force, which may be deemed 
necessary for the different establishments in India, to be main- 
tained as complete and efficient as possible The total number 
of European troops to be maintained for the general service of 
India, may admit of a variety of opinions My own judgment 
is, that the augmentation of our European force should always 
bear a due proportion to the increased value and extent of our 
possessions m India , since in every arduous crisis we must 
principally depend, for the preservation of those possessions, on 
our European troops If, therefore, previous to the late war in 
Mysore, the European establishment in India did not exceed the 
requisite proportion, that establishment must be deemed in- 
adequate to our present extended dominions, as well as to the 
increase which it has been unavoidably necessary to make in the 
native part of our Indian army Considerations of prudence as 
well as of military convenience demand, that every augmentation 
of our native tioops in India should be accompanied by a due 
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augmentation of our Euiopean foice, aitillciy as well as infantiy 
The conquest of Mysore, by diminishing our danger in India 
from the native poweis, may appear to dimmish the necessity 
of augmenting oui European force , but if the extension of oui 
dominions, and of oui alliances has rendered an inciease of our 
native force indispensable, the same reasons demand a propor- 
tionate augmentation of the European part of the aimy. In 
addition to these considerations it must be obseiwed that, 
while the war in Europe shall continue, oui empire in India 
must constantly be exposed to the attempts of the Fiench, 
although that danger also is ceitamly much diminished by the 
fall of Tippoo Sultaun 

It is unnecessaiy to obseive to you, that no augmentation 
of our Euiopean foice has taken place since the late war in 
Mysore But I desire to call your paiticular observation to 
the alarming condition of oui Euiopean force m India since 
that peiiod The casualties of the seveial coips have neces- 
sarily been numeious, and the supply of recruits from Euiope 
has either totally ceased, or been extremely inconsideiable The 
number of his Majesty’s regiments of infantiy in India, continues 
indeed to be the same , but instead of consisting of i,300 rank 
and file, according to the establishment, those employed under 
the Presidency of Fort St, Geoige, are stated to be reduced to 
an average of about 500 lank and file fit for duty The regi- 
ments belonging to the establishment of Bombay, and those on 
the Island of Ceylon, are also very incomplete His Majesty’s 
thiee regiments of infantiy at this Presidency do not exceed 
1^,400 rank and file, or about 800 men each The Company’s 
European artillery ai e everywhere exti emely weak. ^ The fixed 
establishment of this corps is defective at all the Presidencies , 
and the numbers wanting to complete even that defective 
establishment are now so considerable, that I intend without 
delay to reduce one of the Company’s European regiments in 
Bengal, for the purpose of augmenting the aitillery of this 
Piesidency, and I shall probably cany into effect a similar 
measure at Fort St George and Bombay 

From a statement which I have leceived from the Commander- 
in-Chief It appears that the sixteen King’s Regiments of Infantry 
now in India, consisted on the ist of May, 1800, of about 11,000 
rank and file , the deficiencies amounting to above 8,000 men 
The Company’s four European Regiments may be reckoned at 
2,500 lank and file , the Swiss Regiment Dc Meuron at about 
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600, making the total Euiopean infantry in India, Kluge’s and 
Company’s, about 14,000 rank and file 

But as these numbeis include the sick, from this amount must 
be deducted at least one-fourth in calculating the numbeis now 
leady for service, which would leave the total number of Euro- 
peans actually able to take the field m the Biitish empire m 
India, about 10,500 men 

This Euiopean foice is far mfeiioi to the strength of that 
which ought to be constantly maintained in India, m a condition 
for field service In Bengal alone 6,000 European infantry 
should always be ready foi active duty , and the establishment 
of Bengal, m order to be enabled at all times to furnish such a 
disposable force, ought to consist at least of eight regiments of 
the present nominal strength, or 1,200 rank and file each 

Eight thousand European infantry should always be ready for 
service on the Coast of Coromandel including Mysore, and at 
least 4,000 for the service of Ce5don and Bombay, and the Coasts 
of Canara and Malabar To fuinish 12,000 efficient men for 
these diffeient points would require an establishment of at least 
20,000 rank and file 

I would therefore propose that the European infantry for 
India should be fixed at twenty-five regiments of the present 
establishment of strength 1,200, (making altogether 30,000 rank 
and file) which number, according to past experience, would be 
requisite in order at all times to furnish a force of 18,000 men 
for field service This calculation howevei, supposes an im- 
proved degree of attention to the regular supply of recruits from 
Europe 

The whole of this Euiopean infantry should consist of King’s 
troops , and the Company’s European regiments in Bengal, at 
Fort St George and Bombay, should be converted into artillery as 
far as the men might be found serviceable in that branch of the 
army The remainder might either be drafted into his Majesty’s 
regiments, or returned to Europe 

I am not of opinion that it will be necessary that the Euiopean 
regiments of the Company, which I propose to be reduced, shall 
be replaced by new regiments of native infantry raised merely 
for that purpose The course of our subsidiary engagements, 
and the extension of dominion to which they are likely to lead, 
by means of the commutation of subsidy for territory, will 
necessarily require some increase of the native infantry, and 
consequently afford sufficient means of disposing of the officers 
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belonging to the i educed Euiopean corps But whatevei aug- 
mentation of the native infantry may hereafter be requisite on 
account of our new subsidiaiy engagements, and the augmenta- 
tion of our territoiial resouices, you will observe that the 
expense will not prove any additional burthen to the Company, 
but will be defiaycd either in money or cession of teiiitory by 
the state, foi whose seiwice oi protection the additional tioops 
shall have been raised. 

An augmentation of our European cavalry m India is scarcely 
less necessaiy than that of our infantry I am of opinion that 
we ought to maintain at least eight complete legiments of 
dragoons Of the additional regiments, two should be stationed 
in the Peninsula of India, and two in the province of Oude 

I have already stated the alaiming deficiency of ouraitillery 
thioughout India, and the expedient to which I intend to resort 
for the remed)^ of this serious evil But the best lemedy which 
I may be enabled to apply will be insufficient, on account of the 
great deficiency of officers of aitillery, some companies have 
now no more than one commissioned officer doing duty with 
them This deficiency proceeds m a great measure, from the 
oiiginal inadequacy of the establishment m point of commis- 
sioned officers , and paitly from the neglect of a regular supply 
of cadets Of the establishment of officers, defective as it is, 
nearly one-third are either on furlough, or employed m staff 
offices which preclude them from the performance of regimental 
duty One additional subaltern at least should be posted to 
every company of aitillery, and I most particulaily request your 
attention to the necessity of sending out to India without delay, 
both an ample supply of piivate artilleiy men, and of cadets for 
the aitillery corps 

As connected with the subject of aitillery, I beg leave to call 
your particular attention to the declining state of the foundery 
at Fort William, which, owing to the ignoiance of those in charge 
of that department, is no longer able to supply the ordnance 
required for the use of this, and of the other Presidencies This 
failure has made it necessary that we should apply to England 
for a supply of field ordnance, and I earnestly entieat you to 
adopt the requisite measures for enforcing a complete compliance 
with the Indent of the military board for this purpose I also 
most particularly recommend to your immediate consideiation 
the absolute necessity of sending as soon as possible to Bengal 
one or moie scientific persons propeily qualified to conduct the 
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foundery at Foit Williarrij this is an evil winch requires the most 
serious attention, and the most prompt lemedy 

Believe me, my deal Sir, 

With the gieatest regard and esteem, evei 
Yours most faithfully, 

Wellesley 

80 The Eight Honourable Henry Dundas to the Marquess 

Wellesley. 

The same subject Financial and other objections to the proposed 

scheme Counter proposals. 

Wimbledon, Dec 30th, 1800 

My dear Lord, 

A few days ago bi ought me youi overland despatch in cypher, 
dated 13th July last, and I conceive it so material to put your 
Loidship in immediate possession of the impression it has made 
upon me, that it is my intention to suggest to the Chairman of 
the East India Company the propriety, of despatching this letter 
by an overland conveyance 

In our vaiious private coi respond ence I have had occasionally 
an opportunity of stating to your Lordship the deep importance 
I attach to the necessity of such a steady and regulated system 
of economy, as may enable us to reduce the great load of debt, 
by which our affairs m India are encumbered, and unless we are 
able to accomplish that important object, all our ideas of boasted 
prosperity are meie delusion, and the bubble will buist the first 
moment we are again involved in any severe struggle for the 
protection or security of our Indian interests Foi my part I 
consider an overgiown and unwieldy load of Indian debt as our 
only mortal foe our debt even at its present amount is of so 
formidable a nature as to blast every prospect of future pios- 
peiity, if it IS peimitted to remain at that amount I must 
theiefoie fight it down, and unless that most dangeious of all 
enemies is subdued, the fall of Sermgapatam and the acquisition 
of Mysore will only be found ultimately to encrease our weak- 
ness, by having extended our establishments beyond our means 
of maintaining them From- the close of the foimer Mysore wai 
down to the commencement of the present, I had the satis- 
faction, year after year, of detailing to the public, through the 
medium of my Indian exposition, the gradual diminution of our 
debt, and the gradual amelioiation of our Indian concerns at 
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home and abioad Neither was I in any degree alaimed by the 
rapid pi ogress of debt, which the late war in India has pio- 
duced 5 but my leason for not being alaimed, was, that if our 
debt m India was not permitted upon the whole to exceed about 
fourteen millions steiling, I saw cleaily before me the means of 
a lapid 1 eduction of it, the moment that peace was restoied in 
Europe, and theie ceased to be any such exigency of affairs 
at home, as to lendei any fuithei loans necessary on the part 
of the public. But eveiy idea I enteitain of seeing a rapid 
reduction of oui Indian debt is bottomed on the foundation of 
believing, that the restoiation of peace in India would be pro- 
ductive of such a state of oui finances there, as would enable 
us at least to have a laige surplus for the discharge of the prin- 
cipal, and mteiest of our debts, after defraying every necessary 
establishment If such is the state of our finance, we know by 
expel lence that the provision of investment, and the discharge 
of OUI Indian debt can be made mutually and beneficially 
subseiwient to each other, and I have gieatly deceived myself 
if I have not formed a plan, b}'- which, on the lestoration of 
peace in Europe, that system of combining the reduction of debt 
and the piovision of investment may be impioved upon in a 
degree hitherto unpiactised , but I repeat again to your Lord- 
ship that this plan and every other foi the solid and peimanent 
prosperity of India must piove aboitive if at that period we shall 
find the state of our finances m India, such as that our laige 
revenues in that quaiter aie found inadequate even to the 
dischaige of our establishments 

I have contented myself with giving your Lordship this 
geneial sketch of my ideas without troubling you with detailed 
explanations , because I am so confident m my own opinions, 
and in the certainty of the propositions and conclusions I have 
stated, that neither your Lordship, nor any man equally con- 
versant with you in the affairs of India, can entertain a doubt 
of the truth of any thing I have stated I have therefore only 
to refer youi Loidship to the facts as they exist, and the 
application of them is too obvious I refer you to the statement 
piepared by Mr Myers under youi own authority, and trans- 
mitted by your Loidship for my mfoimation. I further refer 
you to the statement of the India budget as last prepared 
and transmitted to India for your perusal, and upon examining 
the statements theiein contained, founded upon the data as 
I thought myself then wan anted to assume them, you will 
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peiceive how much upon a level oui revenues and establish- 
ments appeal to be, and what a pittance only of surplus revenue 
IS there held out m expectation , but even at that time, additions 
appear to have been made to the establishments of which I was 
then Ignorant, and which when brought forward into calculation 
and statement, will be found to absoib and exceed every 
existing revenue. 

With these feelings operating upon my mind, your Lordship 
will not be surprised, when I profess myself truly alaimed by 
the extent of establishment which your Loidship’s letter of the 
13th July recommends to my adoption I lay entiiely out of 
view all considerations of a collateral nature, and therefore do 
not enlarge upon the topic how far the population of the 
country amidst all the othei calls upon it, could easily bear such 
a dram for the maintenance of its European establishment m 
India I wish at the present moment to consider the subject 
merely upon the footing of finance, and m that view I should be 
without hope indeed, if I could be persuaded, that so great an 
establishment, especially of a European description, was neces- 
sary to be kept up for the security of our Asiatic possessions 
I should be without hope because in the present state of oui 
finances or under any near prospect of what they may arrive at. 
It would be impossible for us to pay such an establishment 
without having recourse to the finances of this country, and in 
so far making our Indian Empiie a burthen upon the mothei 
country I am suie your Lordship would be as soriy as I could 
be, to see such a new circumstance arise out of the events which 
have recently taken place in India , but it is altogether unneces- 
sary to dwell upon such speculations, for I can ventuie to assert, 
that if such a contingency was to occur the disappointment and 
chagrin of the countiy would soon put -an end to any value they 
have lecentlj^ been accustomed to attach to our Indian empiie 

In considering this subject, I have made a comparison of the 
establishment at a former period, with that which would be the 
amount agreeable to the letter to which I am now replying 
With this view I have referied back to the establishment as 
settled m 1796 This was a period when the establishments 
underwent a revision, and when the power of Tippoo Sultaun 
and the danger resulting from it were fully before us , and yet 
including artillery, cavalry and infantry, European and native, 
the establishment does not seem to have exceeded eighty 
thousand men Since that time, and paiticulaily since the end 
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of the late Mysoie wai, it has been increasing by rapid stiides, 
and if put upon the scale recommended by youi Loidship’s 
lettei, it would, notwithstanding the fall of Seringapatam, and 
the Mysoiean power, amount to no less than 142,600 men The 
addition of expense is enoimous in pioportion, and the addition 
alone which youi Loidship recommends of European foice, 
would, as neaily as I can conjectuie, upon a lough guess, 
amount to above ;£‘5oo,ooo steilmg pei annum 

I am sure, when I bung those paiticulais so pointedly before 
you, you will consider both youi own time and mine as usefully 
employed, when we entei upon a calm discussion howfartheie 
can be a utility, fai less a necessity, for such an overgrown 
establishment 

In the fiist place I greatly doubt if upon a re-examination of 
the particulars of your lettci, your Loidship will find youi self 
accuiate in the data on which you pioceed. You lest your 
opinion of the European infantiy establishment necessaiy foi 
India on the following principle, viz that whatever be the 
number actually boine on the aimy i etui ns, one fourth must be 
deducted foi the numbei piobably sick, oi othciwise unfit for 
duty. On this piinciplc your Lordship aigues, that an effective 
force for Bengal of 6,000 lank and file will require eight 
legiments or 9,600 rank and file, and that an effective force 
for Coiomandel, Bombay, Malabar, Ceylon, &c of 12,000, will 
requiie 20,000 rank and file, 01 seventeen legiments taken 
togethei , that to furnish i<S,ooo effective men will requiie an 
establishment of twenty-five legiments of 1200 each, 01 30,000 
rank and file 

Even if the pimciple be allow'-ed to be collect, the calculation 
does not appear to be so , 9,600 men 01 eight legiments less by 
one fourth, will leave 7,200 instead of 6,000, 01 one fifth moie 
than you reckon upon, and 20,400 men 01 seventeen legiments 
less by one fourth, wull leave 15,300 instead of 12,000, being 
above a quarter nioie than you reckon upon Take both 
together , 30,000 men or tw'^enty-five 1 egiments as pi oposed by 
your Lordship, less by one fourth, -will leave 22,500 men, 01 more 
than the force wanted by your Loidship’s statement by 4500 or 
one fourth 

Admitting the pimciple to be just, viz that -whatevei the 
establishment is, one fourth must be deducted foi non-effectives, 
and that the strength lequiied in effective men is, as stated by 
your Lordship, 18,000, the numbei of 1 egiments necessary to 
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furnish that force is twenty, or at 1200 lank and file each, 
24,000 men , deduct one fourth, and we have 1 8,000 the number 
required, and five regiments less than pioposcd by your Lordship, 
will be sufficient foi the puipose 

But the deduction of one fouith of the numbei on the army 
returns for sick docs not coiiespond with the actual state by the 
returns from Madias and Bombay m which alone the distinction 
is made, however, as the greatest numbei of European legiments 
are stationed at those Piesidcncies and then dependencies, (viz 
1 5 out of 21) it may be sufficient m a geneial view to take the 
calculation fiom those leturns 

At the end of 1799 the numbei of King’s infantry rank and 
file at Madias was 5941, of which sick or invalids 853, little 
moie than i-7th , the Company’s infantry rank and file weie 
1286, of which sick 109, about i-i2th — both together 7227, 
sick, &c 962 — lather more than 1— 8th 

At Bombay the King’s infantry rank and file were 3837, of 
which sick, &c 448, not i-8th— the Company’s 754, of which 
sick 65, not i-iith, both together 4591, of which sick, &c 
513, 01 about i-9th 

Take both establishments together, the total lank and file 
are 11,818, of which sick, &c 1475 or r-Sth 

It appears from what is above stated, that an allowance of 
i-8th foi sick would be sufficient, and the foice required to 
furnish 18,000 effective men, would therefore be about seventeen 
regiments of 1200 rank and file each, making 20,400, deducting 
i-8th leaves 17,850 or 150 short of the complement 

But as the returns from Bengal do not specify the sick, and as 
they may be more in proportion there, than at the other Presi- 
dencies , m order to make an appaientl}'- ample allowance let the 
deduction be stated at i-6th In this case, to furnish 18,000 
effectives will require 18 regiments of 1,200 each, or 21,600 — 
deduct i-6th or 3,600, and we have the exact number 18,000 
In the above observations your Lordship will perceive that 
I have proceeded upon the supposition, that your proposi- 
tion of having, at all times, a force of 1 8,000 men for field service 
was necessary for the secuiity of India But you have not laid 
before me any detailed data by which to judge of this as a 
military proposition If I judge from past experience and some 
general maxims which I have often heard stated on that subject, 
I should be disposed to doubt, if such an extent of European 
establishment was necessary 
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Your Lordship’s opinion upon this subject seems to rest upon 
two general grounds of reasoning In the fiist place you state 
that our establishments ought to increase in proportion to the 
extent of our territory, and secondly, that our European 
establishment should increase in proportion as we increase our 
native. 

Upon the first of those propositions, I must beg leave to pause, 
and to substitute another criterion as more applicable to the 
subject The cnterion by which that question ought to be 
decided, is rather, by the relative power of our supposed enemies 
than by our own extent of territory I am perfectly aware that 
the internal peace and the security of a newly acquired territory 
may require an addition of establishment to a certain extent , 
but if, at the same, moment we acquire that territory, we have 
narrowed our former frontiers, and subdued a restless hostile and 
enterprising neighbour, it does by no means follow, that our new 
territory is to receive an establishment in proportion to our old 
one The application of this principle to our present state in 
India is so obvious, I need not consume your time by an illus- 
tration of it. 

Your second proposition I admit to be true, in so far as to 
agree that there must be a certain proportion of European foice, 
corresponding to the number of native troops maintained upon 
the establishment. But still the question occurs, what that pro- 
portion ought to be Some military men have stated a fifth of 
the whole to be sufficient None with whom I have conversed 
have ever stated more than a fourth to be necessary When 
your Lordship examines the extent of European estabhshment 
as detailed in the orders, which I hope the Court of Directors 
will send out without delay, and as more particularly to be 
stated in the sequel of this letter, I believe that your Lord- 
ship will find that the European force, consisting of artillery, 
infantry, and cavalry, amounts to about a fourth of the whole 
military establishment, which can, with any attention to economy, 
be maintained in our possessions m India 

Upon the best consideration, therefore, I can give to the 
subject, I do not find myself at liberty, consistently with any 
attention to necessary economy, to authorize an establishment of 
twenty-five European regiments of infantry I am satisfied that 
seventeen is adequate to every purpose, even with a view to our 
subsidiary treaties, unless in one event, viz that of a permanent 
arrangement being made with the Portuguese for retaining the 
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possession of Goa In that event, two moi e would be necessary , 
but even in that case it would be six shoit of what your Lordship 
proposes I would propose six King’s regiments at Bengal foi 
the service of oui own piovinces and the Vizier’s country, I 
would propose six King’s icgiments at Madias foi the purposes 
of our former territoiies, togethei with our new acquisitions upon 
the coasts of Canaia and Malabar, and to enable us to perform 
oui engagements with the governments of Hydiabad and Mysore 
I would piopose two King’s legiments for the piotection of 
Bombay and its dependencies as now regulated 

These upon the whole amount to fouiteen legiments, which 
together with one Company’s Euiopean mfantiy legiment at 
each settlement, would make the whole seventeen regiments 
I have dehbeiated much m my own mind how far it would 
not be expedient to urge the Directois at the piesent moment 
to give up totally their Euiopean mfantiy, and to lest the whole 
of their Euiopean strength upon their artilleiy, which I agree 
with your Lordship ought to be put upon the most respectable 
footing I hold a well regulated aitilleryand a highly disciplined 
cavaliy to form our most solid and peimanent pie-eminence for 
the preservation of our military superiority in India You will 
obseiwe that I have pioposed to get rid of one legiment of 
Company’s Euiopean infantry, in order to make good a part of 
the expense necessary for the artilleiy. If I had been to consult 
my own judgment only, I should have uiged the Court of 
Directors to get iid of their whole European infantry with the 
view of a still further immediate addition to their artilleiy, and 
I feel my reasons foi the measure to be so forcible, I think I 
should have been successful in persuading the Court of Directors 
to acquiesce m my judgment , but as it has been stated to me 
from quarters too respectable to be resisted, that it is essential 
for preserving the strength and connection of their different 
establishments, that there should be a proportion of Euiopean 
infantry, from which their non-commissioned officers must be 
drafted for their native troops, I do not feel myself at liberty 
to be pertinacious m my own opinion, but acquiesce in the 
propriety of keeping up and recruiting, at each of the settle- 
ments, one European regiment of infantry, under the immediate 
authority of the Company 

I have another objection to the ’'proposal of sending out such 
a multitude of regiments to India, for if ever any storm should 
arise in the north of Europe to thi eaten our Indian possessions, 
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01 if ever that menace should become more formidable by a 
union between any gieat European power and the northern 
tribes of India, it is not likely such a confederacy would be so 
sudden as not to enable us to take the necessary precautions 
Against any combination that is not of a tremendous size, I hold 
the pioposed establishment peifectly adequate to our security; 
but if from an}'- such causes as I have suggested, it should become 
a necessary policy to increase our European force, your Loi dship 
will agree with me m thinking, that it is always a matter of 
gieat impoitance to study how fai you can add to your military 
stiength without increasing the numbei of officers, which not 
only from the expense of their establishment, but from the 
contingent chaiges attending them, add gieatly in proportion to 
the expense of a militaiy establishment If, therefoie, at any 
time It should be necessaiy to add to our European force, it 
should be done, not by additional regiments with additional field 
officers, but by additional companies to the 17 I have aheady 
mentioned Two companies to each regiment would at once 
add an European force of above 3000 men, and so m proportion. 
Even if four companies were in case of urgency to be added, they 
could on a short uaining be got from the aimy at home, and 
would, when added to the fouiteen King’s legiments established 
for India, make each legiment consist of not more than two 
battalions of 800 men each 

By adhering to the system I have mentioned, the expense 
and inconvenience of sending new and raw regiments would be 
avoided, and the addition made to yourEuiopean infantry, when 
lequired, would have the advantage of being engrafted on old 
disciplined well seasoned regiments 

The same principle ought now to be applied to the other paits 
of the semce in so far as there is just ground for the augmenta- 
tion of any part of it I entirely agi ee with your Lordship that 
the present artillery is inadequate to the great additional services 
now to be perfoimed by that valuable coips, and I likewise 
agree with you in thinking, that the great extension of territoiy 
and the fulfilment of the subsidiary treaties must render an 
addition to our cavalry strength absolutely necessary. But m 
both those cases, it does not appear to me that there is at present 
any occasion either for new battalions of aitillery or for those 
additional regiments of European cavalry which your Lordship’s 
letter suggests The Court of Directors, I make no doubt, will 
approve as a tempoiary expedient, under a pressing exigency, 

O o 2 
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of the measure jmu have resolved to adopt of completing youi 
artillery establishments by drafts from their European mfantiy, 
but besides completing that corps up to its former establishment, 
it is necessary to make an addition to it, and for the present this 
should be done by adding two companies to each battalion, and 
each company to have an additional Lieut -Fiieworker, and ten 
additional matrosses 

With regard to the cavalry, there aie at present four Euiopean 
regiments, and in place of adding to the number of the regiments, 
the addition should be made to the strength of the existing 
1 egiments This can be speedily and effectually done by adding 
two companies and twenty men to each regiment, whereby a 
very considerable addition of strength would be obtained at a 
moderate expense of officers, namely, one field officer, and the 
officers necessar}^ for the additional companies^ whereas by 
additional regiments the expense is enhanced beyond all ne- 
cessity by an addition of no less than five field officers, besides 
all the others of inferior rank. 

This reasoning equally applies to the native cavalry. By 
adding two troops to each regiment, you will m like manner, at 
a moderate expense, compaiatively speaking, make an addition 
to your cavalry strength both at Bengal and Madras of not less 
than twelve troops at each 

Upon the principles I have detailed, I have resolved to recom- 
mend to the Court of Directors a revision of their establishments, 
making every economical reduction where circumstances will 
admit of it, and at the same time, making such additions to 
some branches of their service as necessity dictates , but even 
m those additions consulting economy in every instance, and 
adopting that mode, which gives the additional strength at the 
least possible expense 

In the detail I have given, it will not escape your observation, 
that I have taken no notice of Ceylon It is because I have 
formed a decided opinion that the protection of that island 
cannot be left as a burthen upon the revenues of India Indeed, 
at present those revenues cannot afford it But independent of 
that consideration, I am fully satisfied that the measure of con- 
necting the administration of that Island with the governments 
of India was prematurely and inadvertently adopted The pos- 
session of Ceylon, I conceive to be of the last importance to the 
permanent security of India , but the principles by which it is 
to be governed, and the establishments by which its affairs are 
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to be administered, cannot be formed upon the model of our 
Indian establishments The Euiopean part must be veiy limited 
in point of number, and then establishments such as they may be 
settled, must be upon a scale of expense and allowances, far 
infenoi to the establishments upon the Continent of India I 
wish not to dwell upon the mischief which has alieady happened 
fiom blending the service of Ceylon with that of Madras There 
may certainly be some exceptions to the observation , but as a 
general proposition, I am fully satisfied upon a minute examina- 
tion of the subject for some months past, that as on the one 
hand it would be unwise and inexpedient to admit only the 
lefuse of the Indian servants to the charge of affairs at Ceylon, 
so on the other hand, it would be umeasonable to expect that the 
servants upon the Indian establishment of superior talents would 
be induced to come to Ceylon with the very limited piospects, 
which the service thei e would afford to them 

For these and various other considerations, unnecessary for 
the present puipose to be detailed, I shall submit to his Majesty 
my opinion, that Ceylon be restored to the state of a royal 
government, and administered upon the same principles as the 
government of the Cape is now conducted 

In the perusal of your Lordship’s lettei I have not been 
inattentive to what you state as to the deficiencies m the pre- 
sent establishment of our Euiopean foice, and the inadequacy 
of the supply of recruits which latteily have been sent to India, 
and your observation is true in point of fact, that since the late 
M^ar in Mysoie, no augmentation of oui European force has taken 
place, but youi Lordship will lecollect that, on the first sus- 
picion which arose in my mind of the probability of a war m 
India, I sent near 5000 of the flower of the Biitish army to the 
assistance of our Indian establishments, and that valuable force 
arrived in due time to perform most important service. And 
this very circumstance will fully account to your Lordship why 
there has been such a scanty supply of recruits from that period 
to the present The defence of India was to the greatest degree 
pressing, and therefore the foice I have referred to, was sent 
there in preference of every other service But your Lordship 
knows enough of the state of Europe at that time and ever 
since, and likewise of the state of Ireland and our extended 
distant possessions, to be aware how sensibly every other pressing 
service was affected by that great lemforcement sent to India, 
and therefore, when the immediate dangei of India was at an 
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end, and its safety ensuied by the biilliant issue of the contest, 
it was natural and wise to appropiiate all the leciuits we could 
collect to supply the deficiencies in other quai ters I have only 
further to observe, that this inconvenience would not have been 
remedied if there had existed in India an establishment consist- 
ing of the number of regiments which your Loidship’s letter 
suggests The numbei of recruits for the service of India could 
not have been larger than it was, and the only consequence 
would have been an immense additional expense without any 
additional strength I have had a full communication with the 
Commandei-m-Chief upon the subject, and I tiust effectual 
means will be conceited foi maintaining complete the European 
establishments to the amount I have mentioned in this letter, 
and which will be more accuiatcly detailed m the official orders 
which will be sent without delay from the Wai Office and from 
the Court of Directors 

It only remains for me to advert to the concluding part of 
your Lordship’s lettei I nevei before heaid of the defective 
state of the foundeiy at Fort William, which your Lordship 
desciibes as no longer able -to supply the ordnance required 
for the use of Bengal and the othei Presidencies Youi Lord- 
ship may lest assured I shall, without delay, call the attention of 
the Court of Directors to the subject, and an immediate and 
radical cuie must be administered to so serious an evil 

As your Lordship’s lettei was confined to the subject of military 
establishments, my reply is of couise confined to the same topics 
But I am sure when your Lordship adveits to the foundation of 
a deep-looted anxiety, which I entertain upon one branch of our 
expenditure, you will so far concur with me m that feeling as 
to extend the same piinciples to every other species of expendi- 
ture I am well aware that valuable improvements may still be 
made upon many of oui Indian concerns, and I know that many 
of those improvements will likewise lead to expense I am 
likewise aware that it is natural for men of ardent minds to wish 
the rapid execution of improvements which they reckon to be 
valuable and important, but in the piesent state of our finances, 
I have no hesitation in being of opinion that we had better for 
some time lemain stationary and postpone for a while even 
desirable improvements, if they aie to lead to immediate ex- 
pense In short, my present creed with legard to India is, that 
nothing new is to be attempted without weighing well every 
rupee it will cost 
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I have troubled your Lordship with a long lettei , but when 
you consider the importance and extent of the subject I have 
been under the necessity of discussing, your Lordship will be 
satisfied that I could scarcely compress the subject within a 
narrower compass 

I have the honour to be, 
my dear Lord, 

your most obedient humble servant, 

Henry Dundas 

2 General Policy^ especially against the French 

81. Copy of a private Paper written by General Stuart prior 
to his leaving India in January 1800, and submitted to 
the Bight Honourable Henry Dundas, on his arrival in 
England, in July in that year. 

Danger of foreign invasion, by land and sea Importance of 
securing the whole sea-board. Commercial policy 

There are some important ciicumstances respecting Bombay 
and this side of India, which are neither undei stood m England, 
nor in this country 

As it is of consequence to the welfaie of the Biitish pos- 
sessions m this part of the world, and of infinite moment to the 
interests of a laige body of men, I would communicate although 
111 ever so hasty a manner, the opinions which I have been led 
to form on this subject, connecting them with some more 
geneial obseivations on the state of our relations with India. 
It seems to be too much the piactice to neglect the western 
paits of India, and to value nothing but the fertile fields of 
Bengal , while in point of leal riches, I am not sure but we 
excel them We have a variety of articles fit for commerce, and 
we occupy a soil fit for every production 

It may be doubted whether the revenue derived in cash fiom 
the ground m this country, is in any degree less hurtful m its 
effects with regard to us, than so much money dug from a mine. 
It IS true, that it enables us to pay our troops, and keep up a 
formidable appearance, but without some other principle of 
vigour, this kind of wealth would lead to poverty and indolence, 
as has happened to the Spaniards in America, and to the Dutch 
in Asia The true utility of our establishments in India arises 
from the commerce they produce, the sailors they maintain, 
the numbeis of people to whom they affoid food or labour, the 
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commodities by this means expoited, 01 imported, with the 
mdustiy and the spiiit of adventure thence created. 

Commercial puisuits first made us visit India , but a scene 
of brilliant exploits, little connected with commei ce, led to the 
establishment of an extensive empire, which must now be sup- 
ported by a just combination of military stiength, with objects 
1 elating to tiadc Hence the encouragement of militaiy and 
commercial exertion, is the chief object of national concern By 
this means we have acquired, and by these means we must 
maintain oui dominion over this country 

Whether or not wc do wisely, in extending oui possessions to 
the interior parts of India, fuither than wc have already done, 
is a question of great political consideration It is difficult to 
resist the temptation and alluiemcnts of conquest Nations and 
individuals aie alike insatiable m their desires, and it is raiely, 
that either know the temperate medium which should bound 
their acquisitions Piudent men, and those who have been 
accustomed to examine on the spot the state of India, and the 
nature of oui connection with it, would rathei see us in possession 
of the coasts, which would secure to us every where the com- 
merce, and which would always be accessible to our fleets We 
must at all times support a vast establishment to lesist, 01 keep 
in awe the great Indian foreign poweis , but this will be more 
formidable by being concentrated, than by an excessive exten- 
sion of teiritory, which is more likely to produce weakness, fiom 
the necessity in that situation of scatteiing and dispersing oui 
forces 

The expense of the armies can as well be maintained by 
territories near the sea, as by those more inaccessible and dis- 
tant Their efficiency can be much better supported, as when 
close to the shore their wants can be more easily supplied, 
and the connection with the parent state kept alive, an object 
which distance and time are apt to dimmish, and which should 
therefore never be lost sight of From the great supeiiority 
which we possess m courage and science, our danger from the 
nations of India, will never probably be very imminent They 
have been from the remotest times successively reduced by 
men of colder regions, partaking of a fiercer and moie hardy 
temperament In the beginning exposed to the alternate 
ravages or conquest of the nations of the Caspian Tartary, and 
Persia , they weie only at intervals relieved by the vast distance 
which separated them from these hordes, and which put a stop 
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for a time to their incuisions It is now upwards of forty yeais 
since India was visited by these barbarians and they are at 
present supplanted by the English. The facility afforded of 
reaching this country by ships, and the great ease of transport- 
ing men and stores, have obtained us this superiority An 
attention to the same means may no doubt long maintain us m 
this advantage, but an advertency to the former periods of 
history, and m particular the recent attempts of Zemaun Shah 
to march by land to India, ought to caution us to keep a 
watchful eye on this quarter, and not to conclude the danger to 
be over, because its effects have not been lately felt 

The route by which Alexander, and other conquerors ariived 
m India, is still open, and the people whose ancestors composed 
their armies, possess at this moment perhaps an equal degree 
of couiage and adventure as their forefathers They require 
but an ambitious or enterprizmg leader, to pour forth their 
uncivilized bands, and to overspread like a torrent, the fertile 
fields of Hmdostan, which, aided by the remembrance of the 
exploits of their predecessors, holds out a peipetual object of 
temptation 

But it is easier to resist the unregulated efforts of barbarians, 
than the constant and systematic attempts of European nations 
The supeiiority which has always attended the people m pos- 
session of the commeice, or power of this part of Asia, must 
evei excite jealousy and laise up opponents The present 
interest, the ancient rivalship, and the fixed ambition of the 
French nation, will peipetually incite them to drive us from 
this country Under whatever government they may fall, and 
whatever diminution their power may sustain in the issue of 
this wai, the principle will be pursued with the same vigour, 
and The first moment of prosperity, or of opportunity, will be 
seized to establish themselves m India, or to expel us from it 
The first step indeed, will have in view the last 

To effectuate either of these objects, no resources of genius, 
policy, or activity will be wanting It is on a return of peace 
probably, that we shall have to combat the practice of every art, 
which will, in spite of conventions, or treaties, and m defiance 
of their impoit, be lesorted to by this entei prizing and unprin- 
cipled rival, to obtain a footing m India 

To accomplish this design, the French have in their power 
other advantages, of which they will not fail to avail themselves. 
The possession of the Mauiitius affords them a safe haibour, 
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a Situation where they may conceit their plans in secret, and 
containing a population that would contribute a considerable 
number of soldiers and sailors towaids their success The 
Fiench at these Islands possess a colony within the tropics of 
white men, as active and ardent as the mother country They 
are the only Euiopean nation in possession of this advantage, 
for the English colony of St Helena is too weak to be any 
assistance , and it is yet to be seen whether the colonists at the 
Cape, who from their situation are able to give great support to 
our Indian empiie, are more disposed to obstruct than promote 
the views of Government 

It IS not pel haps so much to be imputed, as matter of blame 
to us, as to the natural consequence of superiority under the 
most circumspect behavioui, that the French chaiacter is more 
popular m India than ours This is however very true, and 
individuals of that nation are always sure of a moie favourable 
reception from the Native Princes This predilection affoids 
them an oppoitunity of introducing themselves at the pimcipal 
durbais, where many of them have acquired great influence, 
and risen to the first offices of the state It was chiefly by the 
degiee of personal esteem and favour that they obtained such 
weight and power at the court of the Nizam It was by the 
instrument of force, and the agency of fear, that we succeeded 
in expelling them from Hyderabad The imbecility of the 
Nizam’s government, and the need he was m of our protection 
against Tippoo, made him consent to a measuie which otherwise 
it was his interest and inclination to oppose 

The Mahrattas more independent and with great piejudices, 
have not yet given themselves up to either nation It cannot 
however be doubted, but that they aie secretly disposed to the 
Fiench, and will, whenever occasion may offer, assist their 
schemes of commerce, or aggrandizement in opposition to us 

In finishing this cuisoiy and impel feet view of the danger to 
which our possessions m this country stand exposed , as I am 
of opinion that the gieatest peiil to them will proceed from the 
attempts of the French, I would accoidmg to that view regulate 
the distribution of the forces, and the choice of our positions 
When we letire into the inland parts of India to collect the 
levenue of the ground, we are forgetful of our real welfaie, our 
real strength, and the oiigin of both in this country The 
natives of India are ignorant of the value of the sea , trade 
IS not then object, they neithei know its impoitance, nor its 
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piinciples They would willingly relinquish a territory boideimg 
on the sea, for one in an inland situation, which should pioduce 
a few moie rupees per annum They never would allow the 
vast benefits that might arise from the ocean, the souice of all 
our greatness, to enter into their calculation If this obseiwation 
IS a just one, it lesults from it, that without much difficulty we 
could secLiie to oui selves by exchange, every part of the coasts 
of India The wealth and power of the mteiior states would 
then be equally at oui disposal 

The late war with Tippoo Sultaun has shewn us pietty nearly 
what an Indian enemy can do, and that we have not much to 
fear fiom them alone It cannot be too often repeated, that 
our danger will arise from a foreign enemy, who could secure 
alliances in this countiy. This ought to be the gieat object of 
OUI attention, as it is the tiue source of any appiehension 

The best way of considering this circumstance, is to take an 
impaitial view of our situation in this country, and examine 
wheie we aie sufficiently secure, oi where we aie defective m 
strength. 

We aie in the fiist place in possession of the sea coasts of 
Ceylon, and may be considered as the sovereigns of the whole 
Island This is a possession of the greatest importance to the 
defence of all our Indian dominions, and in the hands of an 
active nation, would soon be turned into the most dangerous 
instiument of power against us If the Island should be con- 
fiimed to us at a peace, it ought to be more strongly foitified, 
and defended by a laige body of Euiopeans 

At piesent being in possession of the sea coasts of Ceylon, 
we have all the stiength there that can be requiied from 
situation, more especially as there can be little danger from the 
native Prince of the Island 

The Bengal provinces appear veiy safe from an external 
enemy coming by sea to that side of India The river is a 
dangeious one, of itself forming a strong defence, and we are in 
possession of nearly the whole of the coast towards Madras 
The part that does not belong to us is savage and fruitless, and 
would never be thought of' as the direction of entrance or attack 
from without We have besides a laige aimy in that valuable 
country, and Fort William, a veiy strong foi tress, must in the 
first place fall before any invading enemy from the sea could 
make much pi ogress against us in Bengal The most immediate 
danger to these provinces will probably pioceed from Zemaun 
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Shah, or some of the noithern states in conjunction with the 
Seykes and Mahiattas As these nations are all ignorant of 
the ait of sieges, the interior frontiers of Bengal ought to be 
stiongly secured by foitifications, which would form insur- 
mountable barriers to such enemies and this is one of the few 
situations where the construction of forts appears advisable m 
India, or wheie it is necessary to keep up a large body of forces 
inland The difficulty that an European enemy would have m 
leaching Bengal, either by land or sea, and of establishing 
themselves afterwards, seems fortunately to secure it for a long 
time from any attempt of the kind Neither have any of the 
European nations a sufficient footing there to begin upon, and 
we shall no doubt prevent then forming encroachments on our 
teiritories, for every step they advance must be a diminution of 
our power 

From Madras to the southernmost point of the Peninsula, the 
whole of the sea coast is in our possession It is guarded by 
a powerful army, which if collected, would always overcome any 
force which could airive there by sea, as there is no country 
power heie that could lend material assistance to an enemy 
The Nizam and the Mahrattas are too remote, and the former 
IS besides watched by a large body of English troops quartered 
at his capital, who will be able to check the first symptoms of 
disaffection Nor can the French have a direct communication 
with either of these states by sea from this quarter 

The coast is however open to invasion from the ocean, and 
there should constantly be a great army on foot in the Carnatic 
It may therefore be doubted whether we have added to our 
security by fixing so large a part of the forces m Mysore, where 
they are at such a distance from the object of attack The 
three Presidencies form the basis of our power in India, and 
an enemy landing on the coast of Coromandel would march 
directly to Madras, if he was not prevented by a superior army 
The best part of a month would be consumed before the troops 
could collect and move to its succour from Mysore What may 
not an enemy do m this time? It may also be asked what 
imminent danger threatens Mysoie, or what particular interest 
have we there that requires a large force to be maintained m 
that country? — We must first fight on the sea coast for our 
empire m India , when defeated there, it may be necessary to 
retire to the interior holds, and all that should be done in this 
case IS to secure the means of retieat But when separated from 
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the sea and obliged to seek for an inland posture of defence, 
our affairs must be m a despeiate state 

Although the Carnatic is every where open to attack fiom 
the sea, this is certainly not the point where an European 
enemy will choose to invade India, nor even look for a com- 
mercial establishment Both these objects will be sought for, 
I apprehend, on the western shores of the Peninsula, and it is 
now necessaiy to turn our attention to them 

Since the acquisition of Kanara, we may be considered as 
possessing the coast on this side from Cape Comorin to Goa, 
for It IS needless to except the country of Travancore , and 
we may even include Goa while we have so large a body of 
troops there By these late airangements we have acquiied 
an additional degree of safety in this quarter But from the 
Carwar to the mouths of the Indus noithward, the sea coast, 
with a few exceptions, is in the possession of the Mahiattas, the 
most foimidable power of Hindostan The intermediate, that 
are not m this situation, are the island of Bombay, Salsett, 
Carranjah, Demaun, Dm, the small settlement of Bancoote, and 
the City of Surat, the whole belonging either to the English or 
Portuguese 

The long tiact of coast subject to the Mahrattas abounds 
with harbours where an enemy could easily land, and wheie m 
a fertile countiy he would find himself amply supplied with 
all he could want for nouiishment or war This is not the 
place to enquire into the causes that have kept Europeans from 
acquiring settlements in this rich countiy, but as this only 
depends on their forbearance, it may be safely predicted that 
these valuable and defenceless possessions will not remain much 
longer neglected 

If a French force were to land in the Conkan or Guzerat with 
the goodwill of the Mahrattas, they surely would not be less 
formidable than if they were set down at the gates of Fort 
William. On the contrary, they would be moie formidable, for 
they would have leisure to secure whateven they had not time 
to bring with them, and to be joined by bodies of their friends 
Such a combination is far from being improbable The storm 
would fall on Bengal a little later, but not with less violence 

If they should land without the consent of the Mahrattas, they 
might effect an establishment in Guzerat m spite of their oppo- 
sition, nor would it be difficult to reconcile them to a measure 
which would serve as a counterpoise to us Before the reduction 
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of Seiingapatam, had the French succeeded in leachmg this 
country, they would have landed in Tippoo’s states or at Goa, 
which IS in then neighbouihood, and which they looked on as an 
easy conquest 

The political change since that event Avill induce them to 
seek the same suppoit fiom the only lemammg independent 
power, the Mahiattas, whom they will conclude fiom that reason 
to be m a natuial state of opposition to us 

From this circumstance and otheis which I have pointed out, 
the Flench will still be led to diicct then designs on India to the 
Avestem pait of the Peninsula, wheic they can alone hope foi an 
ally, and where an extensive region of fertile countiy lies open 
to their enteipiize 

Theie is no individual, I believe, of any observation on this 
side of India, who does not look with the same appichcnsion at 
Its defenceless state 

Notwithstanding every piovision that has been made in the 
power of the Bombay government, if a body of French tioops 
were to land at Surat, it must instantly fall into their hands, and 
laying aside all consideration foi the misfortunes of 3 or 300,000 
inhabitants which it contains, or the disgrace which would attend 
its loss to us, It IS evident what resources of all kinds such a city 
and such a country would afford It would open an immediate 
means of communication with the Mahrattas, and lay the foun- 
dation of a connection that might annihilate our commerce and 
our consequence m this part of the world 

The foits of Dm and Demaun belonging to the Portuguese aie 
m this neighbouihood They are both naturally stiong, and 
they are well fortified but weakly gairisoned These places 
would almost fall without resistance into the hands of an enemy, 
and he would thus find himself in possession of forts, than which 
we have perhaps nothing supeiior, and requiiing only men to 
defend them He would obtain this footing in a fertile, and 
probably too a friendly country That this is not a needless 
cause of fear, I beg to call to remembrance that the Fiench 
actually made an attack within these few yeais past on Dm, but 
fortunately with a very insufficient foice 

While Tippoo’s government existed, and he was holding out 
offers to the French, it is pretty certain, that if they had been 
able to come to India, they would have endeavoured to get 
possession of Goa, or to land thereabouts. 

The situation of all things is changed The only power to 
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%\liich that nation can now look is the Mahrattas, and the place 
of attack, especially since we have seem ed Goa by our troops, will 
most piobably be tiansferred to some pait of the coast, to the 
northwaid of Bombay Heie besides easiness of conquest, they 
would find wealth and every thing necessary to support war 

We should on all these accounts stiengthen ouisclves not only 
at Bombay, the coast of Malabar and Suiat, but endeavour to 
piocure a pait or the whole of Guzerat, which would give us a 
sufficient influence from Cape Comorin to the mouths of the 
Indus The possession of the Guzeiat would be attended with 
military and commercial advantages of the first importance It 
is a small country, but it is the richest m India Fiom it almost 
all the cotton is brought which is expoited fiom Bombay to 
China and Europe The produce of sales at Canton in this 
aiticle of the private tiade alone, amounts to nearly a million a 
year This serves to pay for the Company’s investments, and 
makes an annual return of so much property to the mother 
country the more valuable, as it is the entire fiuit of industry 
The landed revenues of Guzerat are also very considerable , and 
from its peculiar geography, it could be defended by a small 
number of troops 

When Mr Hastings ceded Broach and Bassein to the Mah- 
rattas, he certainly diminished the resources of Bombay, whether 
for Its own defence, or the assistance it might afford the Com- 
pany’s finances 

The possession of Guzerat would give us a new bulwark 
against Zemaun Shah, whose possessions extend to the banks 
of the Indus It would secure to us the best manufacture of 
piece goods , and the command of the cotton market, the most 
valuable staple of India 

Another evident advantage besides immediate security would 
arise fiom oui possessing this line of coast From its different 
ports all the pirates that infest this part of India are known to 
issue It IS our duty to protect the fair trader who daily suffers 
by those robbers but putting this out of the question, the 
import trade from Europe can never be considerable while the)'- 
are allowed to exist. This trade is carried on by boats or small 
vessels, who distribute to the different ports whatever production 
or manufacture of Europe is required for the internal consump- 
tion of India The facility of entering rivers and shoal water, 
the want too of capital, with the necessity of retailing the goods 
at many different places, confining these vessels to a small size , 
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they are thereby rendered an easy and constant object of piratical 
depredation 

What kind of gam will make up for such a risk ? The Com- 
pany have desired to know why their expoits of woollens have 
ceased to some poits^^ This is the solution of the question 
The demand is not sufficient at one place for the caigoes of 
laige ships that could protect themselves, and the smaller ciaft, 
that could distribute to a great amount, dare no longer venture 
to trade The maiine are quite incapable of affoidmg the neces- 
sary degree of piotection, nor does theie appear any other way 
than by possessing the coast, and subduing the strongholds of 
the pirates 

But, it will be asked, shall we go to war without a shew of 
justice, in order to accomplish all those desiiable changes^ 

With respect to the pirates, this question is easily answeied, as 
we are in fact m a state of hostility with them , and we are 
justly charged with imbecility foi not ere now crushing the nests 
of so many robbers. 

In regard to any views on the Guzerat, these will demand a 
more serious consideration , and we should not certainly go to 
war when that can be avoided Something may be amicably 
settled by exchanging with the Mahrattas our inland tenitoiy, 
foi what would be more for our advantage in all respects, and 
more acceptable to them But this question of war will soon 
resolve itself It may be considered as a thing certain that the 
time IS not far distant when the avarice or ambition of some ’ 
European state will lead them to foim establishments in Guzeiat 
The bad government of the Mahrattas, the well-known wealth of 
the country, and the vast commeicial advantages which it holds 
out, are temptations too powerful to be long lesisted The 
question then really is, whether we shall be the first to possess 
ourselves of these advantages, or wait until we have to dispute 
them with others ? 

To these aiguments we may add, that the strongest political 
motives press us to secure the sea-coast of India, as the only 
effectual method of excluding Europeans fiom this country, and 
of preventing them disturbing its peace, either by their intrigues 
or their arms 

No native state can ever be very formidable without the 
assistance of an Euiopean ally, and there is but little reason 
of apprehension from their aggrandizement by an extension of 
territory, so long as that is confined to the inland countries 
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A much gi eater intercourse seems to have formerly subsisted 
between the western ports of India and Persia than at piesent 
A great quantity of English goods, particularly woollens, found 
their way into that country. We obtained m return silks and 
silver This formed a considerable branch of commerce, which 
may be again revived, but which has long since had but a 
nominal existence 

In a political light our intercourse with Persia deserves 
attention, for it is m the power of the sovereigns of that country 
to repress or assist the hosts of barbaiians ready at all times to 
precipitate themselves on India as on a certain prey 

Bombay is our natuial emporium with Persia, as well as the 
Red Sea, which has acquired a new degree of political import- 
ance since the attempt of the French to reach India fiom 
Egypt Whatever may be the present success of this attempt, 
it becomes incumbent on us to watch henceforward this avenue 
to India The design is m itself practicable, and would most 
likely have succeeded, had the Turks either been m alliance with 
the French, or had the enemy pushed on, immediately aftei he 
reached Cano 

However this may be, if we mean to secure ourselves m 
India, the evacuation of Egypt will be made the first condition 
of peace 

The trade to the Red Sea also seems capable of improvement, 
and may probably defray the expense of the establishments, 
which it may be found necessary to maintain m that quarter 
Piece goods and gram may be made barter for any quantity of 
coffee. The former and coarse woollens are in demand in 
Abyssinia. 

The East India Company once carried on a considerable com- 
merce with Japan They lost this advantage by the ill-judged 
conduct of the Portuguese, and have been pi evented regaining it 
by the intrigues of the Dutch It is a censure on us that they 
have alone for such a period enjoyed the piofits of this trade, 
and a reproach on the commercial spirit of the nation, that we 
have made no attempt to lecover our former footing in Japan. 
The promotion of science should have been a sufficient incite- 
ment to the enterprize. The present low state, of the Dutch 
nation would be favourable to this effort Furs, cotton, piece 
goods and woollens may be imported into that country. The 
leturns would be chiefly in gold and copper. 

J. Stuart 

pp 
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82 Enclosure in a Letter from tlie Aetmg Resident at 
Poona, dated 20tli of Eebruary. 

French tncendtaiy proUamciiion to the Chiefs of Hindostan 

Received nth March, 1804 

Translation of the Declaiation by his Excellency General Dccaen, 
Captain-Geneial and Goveinoi of the Isles of Mauiitius and 
Bouibon, and of then dependencies, addressed to all the Chiefs 
of Hindostan 

From the time when the English obtained possession of moie 
than half of Hindostan, they have continually laboured to defame 
the chaiacter of the French, and have endeavouicd to persuade 
you that we are a faithless and a perfidious people Without 
noticing the gross falsity of this assertion, I will withdraw the veil 
with which they have hitheito concealed then cunning 

Be it known unto you, that, at a time when the Fiench nation 
was convulsed by internal contests, the English endeavoured to 
extend the flames of civil discord, as they had before done m 
Hindostan , but they did not accomplish their infernal object 
Aware of their treacherous designs, we composed our animosities, 
and cordially uniting with each other, we attacked them with 
so much vigour that they were compelled to consent to terms of 
peace. Of this ciicumstance you have doubtless been already 
informed 

You have observed the line of conduct which the English 
pursue in Hindostan , you have witnessed the ti eachery by which 
they obtained possession of Bengal and Behar , you have seen 
their tyranny and cruelty in expelling Rajah Cheyt Sing from 
Benaies , their savage and unmanly treatment of the unhappy 
Begums at Fyzabad , then injustice and violence in wiestmg 
from their rightful owneis the countries of Oude, Arcot, and 
Surat , their fraud and rapacity m seizing the territories of 
Tippoo Sultaun , and, lastly, the unjust and aggressive war m 
which they aie now engaged with the Mahiatta Chieftains 
Had you opposed their first attack with the same spirit as 
our selves, they would not have now had it in their power to 
exeicise their tyrannical and oppressive sway over the countries 
of Hindostan 

A lemedy may be found Your enemies are by no means 
numerous In the whole of Hindostan there are only a few 
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thousand , the remamdei of their foice consists of native soldiers, 
youi own subjects 

Tell those deceived and unfortunate persons, that they will 
hereafter be accountable to God, the Prophets, and the (Tacoor) 
deities, for thus drawing their swords against their liege soveieigns. 

Ye chiefs, descended from the stock of the ancient kings and 
lulers of Hmdostan, know your own power — you have hearts, 
and soldieis, and ti ensures 

Attack them with your united force, and liberate Hmdostan 
from their violence, oppressions, and tyranny. 

Farewell! diiect your observation to Ceylon, imitate the 
example which the inhabitants of that island have placed before 
you, and the plan which they have pursued 

83 The Marquess Wellesley to Lord Hobart. 

Prcca7itto7is against the revival of French power and influence 

m India 

(Official and Secret) 

(Extract) Foit William, June 20, 1803 

My Loid, 

This letter having necessarily involved a discussion of con- 
siderable detail, it may be convenient to your Lordship that I 
should conclude by recapitulating the principal questions on 
which I am anxious to obtain your Lordship’s instructions. 

First Whethei the convention of 1787 has been formally 
revived between his Majesty and France, or whether the admis- 
sion of the Fiench to the benefits of that treaty rests absolutely 
upon his Majesty’s indulgence, and cannot be claimed as an 
obligation of public faith 

Secondly By what jurisdiction and in what manner civil and 
criminal justice is to be administered to the subjects of France 
within the territories and dependencies of the British Government 
in India. 

Thirdly By what regulations the establishments of the 
French within the British possessions and dependencies aie to 
be limited or restrained. 

Fourthly. Whether the French Government in India is to 
be considered as a mere commercial establishment, or as a 
' political and military power 

Fifthly. If the French Government in India is to be con- 
sidered as a political and military power, what are to be the 
relations of that power towaids the British possessions, depen- 

P p 2 
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dencieSj and allies, and also towards the independent and unallied 
native powers , what is to be the extent of the military power to 
be maintained by France in India, and what is to be the extent 
of her right to repair or to constiuct fortifications, or to strengthen 
hei militaiy resources m India by alliances 01 by othei means 

Sixthly If the Fiench Government in India is to be con- 
sidered m the situation merely of a commeicial establishment, 
with 1 elation to all the poweis of India, Euiopcan and native, by 
what legulations, and by what system of policy, is the local 
British Government of India to be authorized to enforce the 
obligations of such a condition upon the French Government, and 
upon the other powcis of India 

Seventhly What is to be the condition of the Batavian 
Government in India, with refeicnce to military and political 
power 

Eighthly The nature and extent of the naval power of the 
French and Batavian Governments m India 

Ninthly Whether the French and Batavian Republics re- 
spectively, aie to be permitted to interchange then respective 
territories and possessions, or to make cessions of teriitories or 
possessions to each other respectively , or to receive interchanges 
or cessions of territory from any other European, or native power 
in India 

In examining thevaiious topics which this despatch cmbiaces, 
I have omitted to observe to youi Lordship, that some of our 
dependents exercise a local and distinct sovereign authoiity 
within their immediate possessions , the Nawaub of Oude, the 
Rajah of Mysore, and the Nizam, with seveial other states are of 
this description It may become a question whether French 
subjects or others, residing within the possessions of such pimces 
or states, should be amenable exclusively to the civil and criminal 
jurisdiction on the spot, or to the Company’s, or to any con- 
current jurisdiction of these authorities On this point your 
Lordship will receive the most coirect opinion from the high 
legal authorities in England It is desiiable that the conduct 
of Euiopean foreigners resident within the immediate territories 
of our dependent princes should be controlled by some juiisdic- 
tion of more just and regular operation, and of more efficacious, 
certain and speedy effect than can be derived from the arbitrary, 
corrupt, and precaiious admimstiation of any native state in India. 

I have the honour to be, 8 z;c 

Wellesley 
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84. The Right Hon Lord Castlereagh to the Marquess 

Wellesley. 

Impending renewal of war zuith Franee. Eeononiy to be eombined 
zvith imhtaiy efficieney in India 

London, March i6lh, 1803 
[Received July 6th, 1803 ] 

My dear Loid, 

You will piobably heai fiom me, by an oveiland express, 
before this despatch may leacli you by sea. I shall delay my 
communication, by the former channel, in hopes that I may be 
enabled, m the course of a very few days, to appiize you, with 
more precision than I can do at this moment, of the actual or 
probable result of the present discussions cariymg on with the 
French Goveinment It is enough for me at present to say, 
that his Majesty’s ministers felt that the situation, m which we 
were placed, as well by the importance and delicacy of those 
discussions, as by the militarj'- preparations which have been 
carrying on for some time past m the ports of Fiance and 
Holland, destined ostensibly for St Domingo and Louisiana, 
was such as to call for active measures of precaution on our 
pait, and accordingly a stiong squadron has been ordeied to 
be equipped foi sea Piess-wariants have been issued , and the 
entile of the militia has been called out 

The usual communication lias been made to Parliament on 
this subject, and was received piecisely with the temper one 
could wish A strong disposition is shewn from all quartern to 
support the honour and the mteiests of the countiy. Opinions 
naturally withheld till mfoimation can be given, but no attempt 
made to press Government for premature explanation 

The funds, as might be expected, fell on the fiist alaim, but 
have since considerably recoveied. 

In the pieseiit state of things we can only furnish your 
Loidship with intelligence of what is passing, and desiie you 
to wait for the lesult before you adopt any measuie which 
can be productive of expence You will leceive, through the 
Secret Committee, a despatch to this effect, coupled with some 
observations referable to the principles upon which it may be 
wise to regulate the future measures of youi government in the 
event of a renewal of hostilities 

It is unnecessary foi me to pi ess these obseivations upon 
youi Lordship’s particulai attention. The discussions which 
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have lately taken place both at home and abroad on the 
important nicasuie of 1 educing the debt, now so happily bi ought 
to a decision by the plan foi that puipose, before tiansmittcd, 
having received neaily the unanimous sanction both of the 
Court of Diiectois and of Piopiictors, and the honourable 
exeitions which you have been making by icticnchmcnts of 
expence, foi giving effect to such a mcasuie, will icndci you 
amongst the most unwilling to disturb, beyond ivhat the 
exigency shall absolutely requiic, those aiiaiigcmcnts, on which 
the success of the plan depends 

I am sure youi Loidship will keep in view how' much wall be 
gained m positive strength by diicctmg oui exertions, even 111 
war, against the debt, so long as thcic is little appearance of 
the enemy being enabled to menace India However jealous 
France is of oui pow'ci m the East, and how'cvei steady she may 
be in hei puipose of aiming at positions, fiom w'hich she might 
one day hope to shake that pow'ci, yet I cannot persuade myself 
that she has, 01 can have foi a length of time, the means to 
attempt any direct attack against possessions so defended as 
ouis aic by the army now on foot 

I wnsh you, thciefore, to consider how, under the smallest 
possible extension of expenditure, the aimy can be kept m that 
state of adequate preparation wdiich belongs to w'ar Foi the 
five fiist yeais of the late w'ai, the surplus abioad w'as as 
follow^s, — 1792-3, 326,000, 1793-4, ^^1,683,000, 1794-5 

458,000 , 1795-6, ;^97 7,000 , 1796-7, £ 1 ^ 08,000 

Whatever efforts France may be able to make in Europe. 
-India cannot be considered as more exposed now^ than in the 
years 1793-4-5, &c , wdiilst Tippoo w^as yet foimidablc I must, 
therefoie, indulge a sanguine hope that your Lordship wull find 
it piacticablc to adopt a system, even in w'ar, which shall be 
compatible with our financial objects, and that the surplus 
revenue, as in the years alluded to, will be still applicable in a 
laige amount to the 1 eduction of debt If pcculiai difficulties 
arise, w^e must make corresponding exeitions, but let us save 
our means till those difficulties appeal, as far as piudence wall 
jpei mit 

I conclude that the seveial lestitutions have ere this been 
made to the French and Dutch Governments How^ we stand 
at present with respect to the Portuguese settlements, wdiich 
were gairisoned by us during the w^ar, I cannot ascertain, either 
from any orders sent from home, or fiom any intelligence 
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leceived from abroad. Under present ciicumstances I have 
only to request your Loidship, till you hear further from home, 
to tuin youi attention to the possible result of the discussions 
now pending, and to digest pieviously in your own mind the 
wai system, on which you would piopose to act, if hostilities 
should actually lecommence, limiting it' within the narrowest 
bounds in point of expence, which you deem at all consistent 
with the public safety In the lattei event, you shall receive 
eaily instructions from home as to the piecise measures to be 
taken, with respect to the possessions of the several European 
powers eithei on the Continent of India, or in the Eastern Seas 
I have the honour to remain, 

with gieat tiuth and legaid, 
your Lordship’s most faithful and sinceie 

humble seiwant, 

Castlereagh 


85. Marquess Wellesley to BigM Honourable Lord 
Viscount Castlereagh 

Dtffi-ctdfics of S 7 tch a combinahon Reduction of Main itms, the 
Cape^ &c desirable^ and how to be effected 

(Secret ) 

Fort William, 25 July, 1803 

My deal Lord, 

1 I have the honoui to acknowledge the leceipt of your letter 
of the 1 6th Maich 1803 

2 I return youi lordship many thanks for the mfoimation 
communicated m that despatch 

3 Your Lordship may be assured of my utmost endeavours 
to accelerate the success of the measures adopted m England 
for the reduction of the Indian debt, and I enteitam a confident 
expectation that the circumstance of a lenewal of hostilities with 
France, unaccompanied by the danger of military operations 
of the French in India, 01 by a lupture between the Company 
and the Mahratta power, would not occasion any material delay 
m the progiess of the system adopted for the liquidation of the 
Indian debt, piovided the Court 'of Directors shall duly supply 
treasure fiom home equal to the prime cost of investment in 
India 

4 It IS howevei my positive duty to apprize your lordship 
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that I received the lettei from the Secret Committee undci 
date (the 17th March 1803) with sentiments of the utmost 
concern, as well as of the most seiious apprehension. 

5 The orders contained m that letter directing the piincipal 
attention of this government m the supposed event of a renewal 
of hostilities with France to the reduction of the Indian debt 
appeals to me to inculcate principles of policy which may prove 
mjuiious to the safety of this empire, especially m time of war 

6 The pioportion which the Indian debt now bears to oui 
annual revenues, the proportion of our annual chaiges to our 
annual revenues, the reduction effected in the late of mteiest 
upon public loans since the ycai 1798, the amount and operation 
of the sinking fund established in India, the piescnt high ciedit 
of all the secuiities of Government, and the flourishing and 
progressive condition of every bianch of our resources, must 
satisfy your lordship that exaggerated apprehensions have been 
disseminated with respect to the magnitude and pressure of the 
debt m India, and that its existence cannot be considered to 
form the principal object of danger to India m a season of war 
with France 

7 Just economy m time of war is a bulwaik of strength 
against the enemy, and I trust that your ioidship will confide 
m my anxious solicitude to avail myself of this poweiful aid as 
well as of every othei means of prosecuting war against France 
m India At the same time I am convinced, that youi lordship 
will not suffei commercial prejudice and the eagei desire of 

' tempofaFy' mercantile advantage to contiact the comprehensive 
scale of our military piepaiations or to repress the activity of 
military enterprize in India in the event of a lenewal of hos- 
tiljties with oui formidable and implacable foe 

8 My construction of the tenor of the letter of the Seciet 
Committee may I hope prove erioneous it appeals to me to 
contain orders calculated to abate that spiiit of alaciity and 
forwaid military preparation which it has been my anxious 
endeavour to encourage, and on which must ever depend the 
secuiity of the British possessions in India not only during the 
existence of war with France, but even in time of peace 

9 In my letter addiessed to your lordship under date' 20th 
April 1803, I had the honour to request your attention to the 
deficiencies in the effective stiength of the European force 
destined for the peace establishment of India The peace 
establishment proposed by your lordship if completely mam- 
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tamed (with some additions which I shall have the honour 
of submitting to youi lordship’s consideration in a separate 
despatch) would in my opinion answer every ordinary purpose 
of security, even m time of war 

10 Extraordinary emeigencies must be met by adequate 
effoits , but it IS absolutely necessary that the military estab- 
lishment maintained m India (especially the European troops) 
even in time of peace with France, should be foimed upon a 
scale calculated to frustrate surpiize from the French and to 
maintain a commanding superiority over the improving military 
establishments of the Mahratta powers 

11 The degree of danger to be appiehended from the efforts 
of France in India in time of peace, is stated m a despatch 
to Lord Hobart (of the 30th June 1803), a copy of which is 
enclosed for your lordship’s information Your lordship appears 
to be fully impressed with the necessity of maintaining in India 
even in time of peace with France an European army equal to 
all the ordinary exigencies of war and my opinion, with regard 
to the amount of the force adequate to that puipose, will not 
be found at variance with your loidship’s judgment to any 
consideiable extent 

12 >. The reductions which I effected in the strength of our 
native legiments upon the conclusion of peace with France were 
expressly founded upon that event, with reference also to the 
existing state of peace with all the native powers. In referring 
to my despatch (of the 8th February 1802) to the Commandei- 
m-Chief on that subject, your lordship will observe that I have 
considered those reductions to be inseparably connected with 
the continuance of geneial peace in India and Europe. 

13. The degree of danger to be apprehended from France in 
India during the existence of war is m my opinion inconsider- 
able in the present state of our power in India, provided that 
power be duly exerted in maintaining a commanding superiority 
in these seas, and in preseiwing our European and^ native land 
forces in a state of complete efficiency and strength It is also 
essential to the security of these dominions to cultivate the 
military energy of the government, and to animate its vigilance 
and zeal, together with the spirit of the aimy, by encouraging 
the free and unrestrained couise of our exertions against the 
enemy m India 

14 While the Cape of Good Hope, the Mauritius, Batavia 
and Amboyna shall remain in the hands of the French and 
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Batavian Republics, the secuiity of this empire m time of wai 
must lest upon the extent and condition of the naval and 
militaiy force stationed m India, upon the constant and diligent 
observation of the enemy’s motions, and upon the prompt 
application of oui means of defence to such opeiations as may 
fiustrate the attempts, which may be expected fiom those places 
duimg the piogiess of the war 

15. In addition to these consideiations it is to be obseiwed 
that the seveial forts and settlements of the Fiench, the Dutch, 
and Portuguese m India in time of wai with France must either 
be garrisoned by Biitish troops 01 must affoid considerable 
advantage to Fiance in the piosecution of hostile designs against 
oui powei This consideiation necessarily lequiies the employ- 
ment of a considerable body of oui troops either for the puipose 
of occupying those places, 01 of obseiwing the movements of 
any French foice which may be stationed in those places 
1 espectively, 01 may menace them 

16 All the possessions of the French and Dutch on the 
continent of India now lemain in our hands, and Goa must 
be gariisoned by Biitish troops It would therefore have been 
necessary Avith reference exclusively to these circumstances 
to maintain oui European establishment at least upon the 
full scale of efficiency proposed by youi loidship for a peace 
establishment, and to laise all the native corps to the war 
establishment 

17 The state of preparation requiied by the commotions m 
the Mahiatta empire, by the conduct of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
and of the Rajah of Berai, by the position and strength of 
Scindiah’s Fiench coips under the command of M. Peiron, has 
alieady compelled me to restoie the native corps to the wai 
establishment, even previously to the certainty of a lenewal of 
hostilities with Fiance, and the subsidiary engagements con- 
cluded in the Deccan have requiied the addition of three native 
legiments in Bengal 

18 The orders from the Secret Committee prohibit any 
attempt against the Mauritius or Batavia, Any such attempt 
fiom India m the present state of the Mahiatta power would be 
impiudent But it is my duty to state to your lordship my con- 
scientious opinion that m the event of a renewal of wai with 
Fiance, the early conquest of the Isle of France would be an 
object of the utmost importance to the commeice and political 
secuiity of these possessions 
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19 While the Fiench shall letain the Isle of France with the 
advantage of an amicable communication with the Cape of Good 
Hope, a force may be maintained between these two settlements 
which may be employed either in attempting some vulneiable 
point of oui extensive coast, or in endeavouring to aid some 
native power m effecting conquests of neutral possessions which 
might enable the French to menace our frontiei 

20 Youi loidship will observe that this last suggestion relates 
to the probable designs of Fiance upon the coast of Ava 

21. I shall entertain no apprehension of being enabled to meet 
the most vigoious attempt which Fiance could piobably make 
on any part of our possessions, provided the military establish- 
ments be preserved in complete vigour But the arrival of a 
French force on the continent of India (an event which may be 
expected in the»progress of the war if the French should retain 
the Cape of Good Hope and the Mauiitius) and the paitial 01 
temporally success of such an invasion would occasion alarm, and 
might encourage some of our tributaries or dependants to excite 
distuibances 

22 A French force might be employed fiom the same settle- 
ments against Malacca or Piince of Wales^ Island, (if not against 
any of our continental possessions) and in that case a consider- 
able expense must be incurred for the purpose of expelling it m 
the piobable event of its first success 

23 Under these circumstances all our measures of defence 
must be adopted with the supposition that the Fiench may 
assemble at the Isle of France and at the Cape of Good Hope 
a force adequate to hostile purposes, and your lordship is 
appiized that at ceitain seasons of the year no superiorit}'- 
of naval stiength can entiiely secure all our possessions from 
attack 

24 The great extent of the coasts of India, and the vaiiety of 
services which may requiie the attention of his Majesty’s ships, 
added to the defective authoiity of the Company ’d Government 
with regard to the navy m India, render the naval defences of 
oui Indian empire extremely precaiious even with a decided 
SLipeiioiity m the number and strength of his Majesty s ships 
over those of Fiance and Holland 

25 At present the French and Dutch ships in the Indian and 
Eastern seas exclusive of those at the Cape of Good Hope, are 
supposed to be superior m number and weight of metal to his Ma- 
jesty’s squadion within the same seas But I am not apprehensive 
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of any early junction of these forces The distance between 
Batavia^ the Isle of Fiance, and the Cape of Good Hope, and 
the actual position of the squadron which brought M. Decaen, 
together with the state of all the French and Dutch ships and 
men, appear to preclude all immediate danger , and I conclude 
that early reinforcements to the navy and army m India will 
speedily arrive from England But in any case the Company’s 
Government must provide for the immediate defence of our ports 
and of their trade, while the French and Dutch shall retain any 
possessions or force m those seas. 

26 While the French shall remain in possession of the Isle of 
France, the British Government in India will be subjected to a 
heavy expense in supporting a separate marine force for these 
objects and for the protection of the country trade, and of the 
Company’s ships During the last war with France the captures 
made in India by privateers fitted out from the Isle of France, 
are estimated at four millions sterling 

27 This additional expense for maintaining a marine force 
must be incuired immediately upon the commencement of war 
with France 

a8 During the last war his Majesty’s squadron was never 
equal to all the objects which demand the protection of a naval 
force on these seas, and the immediate defence of the trade of 
the poits of Calcutta and Bombay devolved principally on the 
Company’s Government Similar difficulty must be expected 
to arise on the renewal of hostilities with France and Holland 

29. The possession of the Isle of France would dimmish the 
danger to our trade and dominions in India which must be 
expected to aiise from the possession of the Cape by the 
Batavian Republic, if it should not be found convenient or 
deemed advisable to recover that colony from the hands of the 
enemy, 

30 I have leaint with consideiable concern that opinions aie 
entertained by most respectable persons in England tending to 
undervalue the importance of the possession of the Cape of Good 
Hope m time of war with France and Holland I cannot 
furnish your lordship with a more satisfactory testimony of my 
opinion on that question, than by requesting your attention to 
the annexed extract of a letter which I addressed to Mr Dundas 
from the Cape of Good Hope in (the month of Februaiy) 1798, 
during my residence m that colony, at which I touched upon my 
voyage to India 
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31 Youl Lordship, I trust, will paidon the emotions of zeal 
for the security of these possessions, which induce me to express 
an earnest hope that an early attempt may be made to disturb 
the stiength of the enemy either at the Cape of Good Hope or 
at the Isle of France. 

33. The 1 eduction of either of those possessions would afford 
great additional security to our Indian empire, and it will be 
obvious to your Lordship that the reduction of either possession 
would facilitate our operations against the other 

33 It would not be advisable to undertake an expedition 
against the Isle of France by a combined opeiation fiom Eng- 
land and from India It is always to be apprehended that some 
branches of the arrangements for a combined opeiation fiom 
such distant points may fail The season may be lost, and the 
enemy may easily obtain information of the intended attempt, in 
time to prepare resistance Under any state of affaiis on the 
Continent of India no considerable aid m European troops could 
prudently be afforded fiom India, even if the peace establish- 
ment, proposed by your Lordship, of seventeen regiments, of one 
thousand men, were completed. 

34 In the present state of the European force m India, your 
Lordship is appiized of the deficiencies which render it unequal 
to the purposes originally in your Lordship^s contemplation 

35 After the reduction either of the Isle of France or of the 
Cape of Good Hope, it would be a practicable and expedient 
measure to compose a part of the garrisons of either of those 
places of native sepoys from India , and m that event, a part of 
the European force originally sent from England to the Cape 
of Good Hope, or to the Mauritius, might proceed to India 

3(5 Any operation against the Cape of Good Hope would, in 
all probability, appear to his Majesty’s mimsteis to promise 
most speedy and effectual success by being despatched directly 
from England, and I would strongly recommend that m any 
expedition against the Cape of Good Hope no reliance should 
be placed upon co-operation fiom India 

37 It would be difficult to despatch an expedition against the 
Mauritius directly from Europe , if, therefore, any expedition be 
intended against the Mauritius, it would appear most advisable 
to commence the operation by a considerable reinforcement of 
the European troops in India. Those reinforcements might be 
divided between Madras, Bombay and Ceylon^ distributing the 
largest proportion at Madras and Ceylon 
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38 An expedition might then be prepared by the Government 
of India for the attack of the Mauritius, with the advantage of a 
short voyage, oi the most recent information relative to the 
defences of the Island, and also with the aid of a proportion of 
native troops 

39 Your Lordship will lemark that most of the contingencies 
supposed in this letter requiie an incieasc of military and marine 
chaiges, and that the state of affairs with the Mahrattas has 
alieady compelled me to restore the native army to the war 
establishment, while the subsidiary engagements concluded with 
the Peishwa and the Guicowar have lendered an increase of the 
native foice m Bengal indispensably necessary 

40 In stating the necessity of these cxpences, I have not 
pointed your Loidship’s attention to any other opinions than 
such as I have been enabled tofoim upon the important question 
of our militar}^ establishments and state of preparation 

41 Entei taming a firm pei suasion that I have the honour to 
possess your Lordship’s confidence, I am satisfied that you will 
give me full ciedit for the most anxious desire to avoid every 
increase of expence which is not absolutely essential to an ade- 
quate state of preparation for war If, however, I were to refer 
5^our Lordship to the opinions of the Commander-m-Chief 
General Lake, of Lieut -General Stuart, and of the Govern- 
ments of Foit St George, Bombay and Ceylon, your Lord- 
ship would find that the additions which I have made to our 
military force in consequence of the events to which I have 
adverted is inferior to the augmentations proposed by those 
respectable authorities 

42 The Commander-m-Chief General Lake, for whose opinion 
I entertain the highest respect, concurs with me on the suffi- 
ciency of the augmentations made m Bengal, and I trust that if 
our European establishment be maintained complete, accoidmg 
to suggestions which I shall have the honour to submit to jmui 
Lordship in a separate letter, no further increase of our military 
force can be required, unless with a view to fulfil new treaties of 
subsidy, which, of course, will include the provision of additional 
funds 

43 To meet the expences incident to the preparations for war, 
and to the execution of our treaties with the Peishwa and with 
the Guicowar, the subsidiary grants of territory from those states 
will prove an efficient resource 

44 If war should take place with the Mahrattas and Monsieur 
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Perron, it will piobably be attended by the conquest of territories, 
which will speedily repay oui expences 

45 With respect to the account which your Lordship has 
enclosed of the suiplus realized in India fiom the peace of 
Seringapatam to the year 1796-7, it is difficult to apply that 
account to present circumstances without entering into a minute 
examination of the principles on which the surplus in India was 
calculated during those yeais 

46 It would also be requisite to examine whethei during that 
period of time the militaiy establishments in India were main- 
tained in a state of adequate preparation for war At the time 
of my arrival in India, I have no hesitation in repeating to your 
Lordship the opinion which I recorded at that moment, that our 
Indian empire was not in a state of militaiy or naval preparation 
in any degree calculated to meet the exigency of wai 

47 The destruction of Tippoo Sultaun’s power has removed 
the most formidable enemy of the British power m India, but the 
actual condition of the Main atta powers connected with the views 
of France and the constitution of some branches of Scmdiah’s 
military establishment will require the most vigilant and exten- 
sive state of military prepaiation 

48 I entertain no apprehension, howevei, of meeting the 
expence incident to these preparations without any material 
check to the Company’s commeicial investment, and without 
any important delay in the operations for the reduction of the 
debt My apprehensions of the approaching crisis would be much 
moie serious, if I were not confident that your Loidship will 
oppose the generosity, vigour and firmness of youi mind to the 
progress of any system of compiomise between the conflicting 
characters of merchant and sovereign, which compose the con- 
stitution of the East India Company While that Company 
shall repiesent the sovereign executive authoiity of the realm in 
so great, populous, and flourishing a portion of the Biitish empire, 
its duties of soveieignty must be deemed paramount to its 
mercantile interests, prejudices, and profits In time of peace, 
the happiness of its subjects, the permanent improvement of its 
dominions, the dignity, purity, and vigour of its government must 
take precedence of commercial considerations. The sovereignty 
of the Company is the basis and strength of its commerce ; and 
from the faithful discharge of the duties of empire in India must 
ever flow the wealth and credit of the trading corporation in 
London In time both of peace and of wai, the strength and 
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efficiency of the aimy, and above allj the mihtaiy spuit and 
character of the government m India must be cultivated with 
uninterrupted assiduity, and deteimined pei severance. To that 
spirit and character we owe the oiigin of this empire , and m 
preseiving the cause of its origin we shall piovide the most 
effectual security for its pieseivation. The most indispensable 
duty of the sovereign executive government in India is thcre- 
foie the maintenance of the militaiy powei, without which no 
security can exist for the meicantile or financial interests of the 
Company, 01 even for the tianquillity and welfare of our Indian 
subjects 

49 I shall have the honour of addressing despatches to Loid 
Hobart relative to the restitutions to be made to the French 
and Dutch Governments, to the Portuguese settlements, and 
generally to the possessions of the several European powers 
on the Continent of India, 01 on the Eastern Seas Copies of 
these despatches will be transmitted to your Loidship foi your 
information, and I shall hope to receive his Majesty’s further 
instructions, relative to those points, from your Lordship, or 
from the Secretary of State 

I have the honour to be, 
with great respect, my dear Lord, &c. 

Wellesley. 


3. North-West Frontier 

86. The Earl of Mornmgton to Major General Sir James 

Henry Craig, K.B. 

Enquiry as to military precautions to be taken against 
Zemaun ShaEs threatened invasion 

Fort William, Sept 16, 

Sir, 

This letter will be delivered to you by Lieut -Col Collins, who 
having been appointed Resident at the Court of Scindiah, is 
proceeding to take charge of the interests of the British Govern- 
ment at that Court 

The continual reports of the approach of Zemaun Shah to 
Hmdostan engaged my attention at the earliest period of my 
arrival in Bengal, and I have alieady taken every step (which 
appeared to me justifiable in t|je great uncertainty of the 



ZEMAUN SHAH THREATENS THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 593 


pievailing rumours) for chocking the motions of the Shah, in 
the ev'^ent of his advancing towards our frontier 

It could not be supposed that such an expedition, as that 
meditated by the Shah, would be planned without any view to 
the plunder of the most opulent and flouiishmg parts of Hin- 
dostan; I have, theiefore, always considered that he must intend 
to advance to Lucknow, and to our piovinces, if circumstances 
should favour his progiess And with this opinion, I have 
thought that his maich ought to be opposed at the eaihest 
possible peiiod, and his operations checked at the gieatest 
possible distance from oui frontiei 

But if I had ever entertained any doubt of tlie tendency of 
the Shah’s operations, it would have been lemoved by his own 
distinct dcclaiation to the Vizier and to me ‘That he should 
consider our not joining his royal standard, and our not assisting 
him 111 the restoration of Shah Allum, and m the total expulsion 
of the Mahrattas m the light of an act of disobedience and 
enmity’ As it is utterly impossible for me to aid the Shah in 
such a project, or to submit the honour and faith of the British 
Government to such conditions, I must suppose that the Vizier 
and this Government, will be treated as enemies by him, when- 
ever he shall have an oppoi tuiiity of bringing his army to act on 
oui fiontiei The most useful bairier against this invasion, in 
the first instance, would be the resistance of the Seiks, of the 
Rajpoots, especially the Rajahs of Jyenagui and Judpoor, and 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

My attention has been directed to a system of measures, the 
effect of which, (if successful) would have occasioned the imme- 
diate return of Scmdiah to his dominions in Hindostan, and have 
given us the benefit of a defensive alliance with him against the 
Shah I cannot yet ascertain, what the motions of Scmdiah are 
hkel)'- to be, or what may be the ultimate turn of his fate. But 
at all events, it will be necessary to consider the teims of a 
defensive league to which, whether Scmdiah shall be a party or 
not, the Rajpoots and Seiks must be invited 

The most difficult question in the foimation of such a tieaty, 
will be of a military nature It may be thus stated. Wliat is the 
extieme limit beyond the frontier of the Vizier, to which the 
operations of the Biitish foice could be advanced, without danger 
to that frontier, and to the force so advanced On the one hand, 
It would certainly be desiiable to restrain the operations of our 
army, as neaily as possible, to the exclusive protection of the 

Q q 
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Nabob’s and Company’s possessions But on llie othci hand, 
it could not be expected, that any efficient or coidial assist- 
ance could be deiivcd fiom any piacticable system of defen- 
sive alliance, if our army was to be exclusively exempted 
from any shaie in the common defence of the dominions of the 
contracting poweis 

I am awaie of the difficulty undei these ciicumstances of 
fixing such a point for the extreme advance of oui army, as 
shall relieve us from both of the cmbariassments which I have 
stated 

But as I am peisuadcd, that the question which I have pro- 
posed in this letter, must frequently have occuiied to you in all 
its military beaimgs and consequences, I take the libcity of 
requesting, that you will have the goodness to favour me with 
yoLii opinion upon it, in order that I may hereafter be enabled to 
enter upon the consideration of it more advantageously and 
accurately, whenev'-cr it shall become neccssaiy to discuss it with 
the Commander-in-Chief 

I shall also esteem it as a favoui, if you will state your ideas on 
this subject to Lieutenant Colonel Collins, who will be employed 
in the negociation of any defensive engagements which it may be 
deemed advisable to contiact 

If any other suggestions, with regard to the defence of our 
North Western fiontiei, should appeal to you important to the 
public service, I should be happy to leceive them One defect 
has necessarily attracted your notice, the useless, oi lather the 
dangerous condition of the Viziei’s own aimy This subject is 
at present under my consideration , and I confess I see but one 
effectual mode of obtaining a serviceable army m the Vizier’s 
pay The substitution of legulai legiments fiom the Company’s 
service, m place of the Nabob’s own troops , or m other words, 
such an increase of oui force m Oude, as would warrant nearly a 
total reduction of the Nabob’s present army I believe that this 
measure might be accomplished not only with infinite advantage 
to the external defence, but also to the internal tianquillity of 
the Nabob’s dominions, to the safety of his person, to the sta- 
bility of his authority, and to the order of his finances 
I have the honour to be, Sir, with great respect, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

MORNINGTON. 
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87. Major General Sir James H. Craig to th.e Earl of 

Mormngton. 

Reply to the enquiry. Importanee of a Mahratta alliance, 
military imbecility of Oude, and probable weakness of the 
Sikhs. 

Cawnpore, 6 th October, 1798 

My Loid, 

I am suie your Loidship will believe that it is not without 
giving it every attention in my power, that I sit down to lay 
before youi Lordship the various consideiations which have pre- 
sented themselves to my mind, on the subject of the question 
upon which your Lordship has honoured me with your commands 
that I should give you my opinion 

In the consequence which your Loidship is pleased to attach 
to any opinion of mine, your Loidship has certainly manifested 
that confidence in my judgment which I should have felt to have 
rested upon a better merited claim had it been applied solely 
to my ambition of being useful to the seiwice of my country, 
but whatever may be the sense that I entertain of my capacity 
to do It full}'-, I feel at the same time the foice of the demand 
on me which your Lordship has established, that I should make 
the best return that is in my power to the confidence that your 
Lordship places in me , and it appears to me that I should ill 
discharge that obligation were I to confine myself to the con- 
sideiing the question as a mere abstract proposition, and did not 
enter into it more fully as connected with the probable circum- 
stances of our situation, m the event fiom whence alone can aiise 
the necessity of your Lordship’s decision upon it. 

I have already had the honour, on another occasion, to explain 
to your Lordship my idea upon the nature of our frontier, whieh I 
shall request that your Loidship will have' the goodness to carry 
m your mind in what I may now have occasion to offer to your 
Lordship, It is singularly unfortunate, and surely much to be 
regretted, that m the thirty odd years that we may be said to 
have been in possession of this country, it has, I should suppose, 
never been considered in a military point of view as being within 
the possibility of attack , hence it arises, that except Allahabad, 
which hardly yet deserves the name, there is not a single fortress 
or place of stiength in the whole country. It is not necessary 
to entei into the various inconveniences, and indeed essential 
circumstances of danger, which may arise from this deficiency. 

Q q 2 
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Itisheie alluded to pimcipally as connected with and certainly 
very materially affecting the object in question 

However such as is the natuial bainer which limits our frontier, 
and with eveiy inconvenience which we might experience fiom 
the deficiency to which I have adveitcd, I have not a doubt but 
that if the aimy in the field is earned to 20,000 men, the position 
that I have pointed out in the memoir which is aheady in your 
Loidship’s hands, and the othei measuies of piecaution that aie 
theie lecommended to be adopted, would be equal to our 
security, although I have laid it down as an axiom, that it can 
be endangeied only under ciicumstances of pievious advantage 
to the enemy, by which his numbeis will be increased to almost 
any extent to which he may wish to cany them, but wcic we to 
confine ourselves thus solely to oui own defence however suc- 
cessful we might at piesent be in that object, I foi my own part 
have scaicely a doubt, that a new and foimidable power would 
establish itself in our nearest neighbourhood, a power which 
would oveiset the whole political state of Hindostan, would 
requiie an uni emitting vigilance and constant state of prepaia- 
tion on our pait, attended with an enormous expense, and that 
at last we should have to contend for our existence, under 
circumstances of infinitely greater difficulty and embarrassment 
than those which will now attend our opposition to its first 
establishment I ought to apologize to your Lordship for thus 
obtiudmg an opinion which has not been called for, but I have 
been led to it by the view of acceding, most fully, to the wisdom 
of the measure of a junction with the Mahiattas, and as pointing 
out the grounds on which I may allude to the expediency of 
doing It with coidiality and effect 

It appears to me to be impossible to point out any precise 
bounds at which danger commences to the aimy that quits a 
fiontier, and to the frontier which is left by it. Its communica- 
tion, indeed, becomes more and moie precarious in propoition 
as It abandons the countiy with which it is to be preserved, but 
in all situations, with respect to action, it is equally liable to the 
fate of war, and with respect to the frontier, it is impossible, 
except under local circumstances of peculiar advantage, very 
rarely to be met with, that it can be covered by any aimy that 
IS advanced before it The true question, however, that I think 
arises is, how fai the object in view will justif}^ the possible 
danger that may attend the movement, and the piincipal cir- 
cumstance of consideration should be, to adopt the best measures 
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that human wisdom can devise, to lessen or to meet the danger, 
with the best means within our command 

The expediency of a defensive alliance with the Mahrattas 
being admitted, it follows of course that as the object must 
be their defence as well as ours, the operations of the armies 
employed must be directed by what appears to be the best 
means of accomplishing that end It is not to be supposed 
that the Mahrattas would sacrifice a part of their country m 
order to contract the line of defence to what may lessen the 
danger to ours Their object Avill be to meet the enemy on 
their fiontier; and it will scarcely be practicable to make them 
comprehend that they can receive any advantage from an 
alliance with us, unless we join them theie Fortunately every 
step we take to defend their dominions is equally applied to 
the protection of our own , their frontier becomes, in fact, ours, 
which IS truly and effectually covered by it , and having once 
quitted the precise line which would be obviously marked out 
by our confining ourselves solely to our own defence, it matters, 
I think, veiy little whether we are 50 miles farther from or nearer 
to that line 

At the same time that I hazard this idea, for it will, J am 
persuaded, meet many opponents, I beg your Lordship to be 
assured that I by no means overlook the consequences that 
may attend its being adopted m its fullest extent I am well 
aware of the difficulty of communication, I am fully sensible 
of those that may be experienced with respect to subsistence, 
and I feel all the dangers and hazards that would attend us 
ill the unfortunate event of a defeat, when, unquestionably, eveiy 
mile we should have advanced would increase the peril of retreat 
I am even inclined to give additional weight to these circum- 
stances, because it is my decided and fixed opinion, that our 
enemies are as numerous as the inhabitants of the country, and 
I have not a doubt but that a reverse of fortune would exhibit 
them starting from every tope and from behind every bank 
But all these inconveniences and dangers commence, to a ceitain 
degree, the moment our army quits the banks of the Ganges 
It is to the gi eater or less extent to which they may be earned 
that my reasoning applies , and it is under the Conviction, that 
the benefits to be derived from a junction with the Mahrattas 
will be found to justify and to overbalance them all, that I 
obseive that their being moie or less increased by a greater or 
less distance from our frontier is of no weight when put m 
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competition with the expediency of acting with the strictest 
cordiality, and in the closest union with those people. It is not 
to be imagined that they will give up Delhi without a contest 
their fiist position will certainly be beyond it. Their frontiei 
extends to Carnaul, which is 60 coss, perhaps something better 
than 100 miles from Delhi. I should have no hesitation to 
recommend that there should be no restriction to our advancing 
so far in co-operation with them The only condition that I 
would annex to the permission would be, that they should put 
into our hands some place of stiength between Anopsheer and 
the aimy, to seiwe as a depot and magazine The question, in 
short, appears to me to be leducible to this Whether we shall 
meet the enemy and oppose him, though at a distance, under 
every advantage of the assistance to be derived fiom a numerous 
and powerful body of friends, equally interested in the cause 
with ouiselves, and masteis of the intermediate country between 
our own frontier and the scene of our operations, by which the 
danger, which might otherwise arise fiom that distance, will 
be very considerably lessened , or whether we shall wait to be 
attacked at home, when we shall be depiived of that assistance, 
and when oui enemy will himself have acquired all the advan- 
tage to be derived fiom increased resources, augmented numbeis, 
and established authority, exerted with the ardoui and en- 
thusiasm usual in a career of victory and conquest, and with our 
own native troops, peihaps, labouring under all the effects of a 
contrary impression ? 

But in viewing the subject of the dangei attending our ad- 
vancing, it IS necessary that we should advert to the numbers 
of which the army will consist that may be applied to the 
defence of our north-western frontier I have ventured to 
suppose that that number may be earned to ao,ooo men, but 
as I am entirely ignorant of the services for which, independent 
of the internal security of our provinces and the necessaiy atten- 
tion to Fort William, the remainder of our army may be required, 
I may err very considerably in my calculation on this subject 
One ciicumstance is, however, cleai to me, and that is, that if 
we cannot command that number at least, independent of the 
garrison of Allahabad, our means of defence will be scarcely 
proportionate to the magnitude of the danger with which we are 
thieatened 

After determining the actual strength of the army that can 
be collected for the whole of the service lequired, it will then 
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remain to pioportion its seveial parts into the diffeient blanches 
into which that service will divide itself. For if it is judged 
expedient that the principal coips should be carried beyond the 
frontier to any distance, that a cordial co-operation with our 
allies may lequire, I believe there is no one will doubt the 
necessity of leaving no very inconsiderable force in these pro- 
vinces, as well to assist in guaiding the passes on the iiver as 
to insure to us that command and influence, and those services, 
that may be indispensable to our safety Your Lordship judges 
most lightly that, m its piesent shape, no sort of service can be 
expected from the Nabob’s army, and I am confident that 
without a total change m the policy of the Court and the 
manners of the people, there exists no possible means by which 
it can ever be lendered such as can merit that the smallest 
degree of confidence should be placed in it The money now 
expended on them is thrown away, and can only be rendered 
subservient to the object of general defence, by being appro- 
priated to the mciease of the Company’s army But I much 
fear that it is too late to adopt such a measuie, with the hope 
that any tioops that would be raised with this view can be of 
service if the Shah’s invasion take place this season This con- 
sideration should, however, only act as a spur to us to begin the 
attempt as early as possible , and it may perhaps be much 
facilitated by the possibility of taking into oui semce some of 
his battalions entire They are all, to a certain degree, disci- 
plined, and under the charge of a proper selection of officers, 
might soon become serviceable There seems to be little doubt 
of their willingness to engage 

With respect to the number of which the corps that is to 
act with our allies should consist, there appears to me to be 
no medium It should eithei be a simple detachment of two 
or three battalions, such as was that which, under Captain Little 
from Bombay, accompanied a body of the same people during 
the Mysore war, and that which was on the same occasion 
attached to the Nizam’s army, or it should consist of the utmost 
strength that can be collected, with a due legard to other 
services. I hold it for certain that in all situations in which we 
are to act with any of the country powers, the whole brunt of 
the operations will rest with us , nor will our particular safety 
ever be considered by them as an object that can be put in 
competition with any danger that a regaid to it might entail 
upon themselves Oui force should, therefore, be such that any 
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misfortune that might befall it could have no sensible influence 
upon the general state of our affairs , or it should be such as is 
sufficient for its own defence —as can, if necessary, act upon the 
means which it possesses within itself, and as can give us that 
influence, and entitle us to that pie-eminence, which it is so 
essential for us on all occasions to preserve A medium foice 
would only expose us to insult from our arrogant and selfish 
friends, and to defeat and rum from oui more open enemies, 
whilst the deficiency which might be occasioned m our general 
means of defence, by a loss which as such would be consideiable, 
might very materially cripple, perhaps render vain, oui fuither 
effoits Could, by any means whatever, the acting aimy be 
earned to any thing near the stiength I have proposed, and could 
a corps of five oi six thousand men be formed at the same time 
in these provinces, and provided decisive measuies foi the tian- 
quilhty of Rohilcund be adopted, I should ceitainly imagine that 
we might hope to give the Shah such cause to repent his incur- 
sion as would secuie the future tranquillity of Hmdostan, at least 
fiom foreign invasion, foi some time 

I feel, my Lord, that m what I have hitheito had the honoui 
of offering to your Lordship, I have m some shape depaited 
fiom the datum upon which your Lordship’s questions seem 
in some degree to be founded Your Lordship observes, 
that It will be necessary to considei the terms of a defensive 
league, to which, whether Scmdiah shall be a paity or not, 
the Rajpoots and Seiks must be invited, whereas I have con- 
fined myself entirely to the supposition of an alliance and 
hearty co-opeiation with the Mahrattas , that is, I presume, 
with Scmdiah, without once adverting to either the Rajpoots 
or the Seiks 

• The truth is, my Lord, that, wnth all deference to bettei 
information, and still greater to better judgment, it does not 
appear to me that it can be practicable for us to enter into 
any alliance with either of the Poweis mentioned, but through 
the Mahrattas, if I may use the expiession I mean by it 
that It IS utterly impossible that we can join or co-opeiate with 
the former but by the concuirence and m conceit with the 
latter, for we cannot even communicate but through the do- 
minions of Scmdiah Exclusive of the geographical difficulty, 
there would, I appiehend, be found a much gi eater m the 
inveterate hatred that exists between the two people Any 
communication between us and the Seiks, without the partici- 
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pation of Scindiah, would excite a jealousy that would, I fear, 
be fatal to our fiiendship with the latter The same circum- 
stances exist with respect to the most poweiful of the Rajpoots, 
the Rajahs on the western fiontier of Scindiah’s territory. It 
appears, therefore, to me, that if we cannot form an alliance with 
Scindiah, it will be difficult, if not impossible, to foim any other 
If, indeed, we can convince him of his true interests, I believe it 
will be an easy matter to engage the Rajah of Jynajur, and 
otheis whose teiiitorics are adjacent to his, for it is impossible 
that they can be desiious that the Shah should establish himself 
m these parts. With lespect to the Seiks, the task maybe more 
difficult What advantages can we hold out to induce them to 
act in co-opeiation with us ^ They will naturally ask if we expect 
that they should abandon theii country and possessions to join 
us, and of what use we can be to them while posted on the 
frontiers of the Mahratta dominions^ The answeis to these 
questions seem difficult 

Anothei consideiation arises, howevei, upon this subject. 
Suppose the Seiks were found to be cordially disposed to join 
in the league, and should the Mahrattas on their part be equally 
willing, would it be expedient that we should cairy our opera- 
tions to the length of advancing into the countiy of the formeij 
upon which teims alone it would be possible to bring into action 
the united forces of the thiee Powers^ I do not, indeed, think 
the case is likely to occur, m which a decision may be necessaiy 
on this question, at least beyond a certain degree If the Shah 
carries his intentions into effect, he is probably at this moment 
on his march, and the fate of the Seik frontier, most likely of 
Lahore itself, will be decided long before we can possibly be at 
hand to take a part in the contest Our movement, therefore, to 
that extent, cannot in any case be necessary, but the Rajah of 
Patiala is represented to be a poweiful prince, commanding at 
all limes a force of 10,000 horse, and as many footmen, and 
capable of raising many more in case of necessity His terri- 
toiies border on those of the Mahrattas and should the Seiks 
have remained disunited and sepaiate, or should he by any 
means have escaped the effects of any defeat which his country- 
men may have suffered on the frontier, so that his foice may 
remain entire, and piobably inci eased by the junction of such 
as may have escaped the Shah’s army, — I think such an addition 
of strength would be an object, and would justify a furthei 
advance, but certainly n 6 t unless oui foice were such as would 
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command the respect of both paities, and place us in the light of 
umpiies, capable of enforcing our wishes on either 

I have no doubt of the Mahiattas leadily acceding to any 
alliance your Loidship may propose, and Scindiah’s leturn 
seems more probable now than it did when your Lordship’s 
letter was written, but even should that event not take place, 
though it will be a circumstance much to be regretted, as 
crippling the energy with which his strength might be exerted 
under his own direction, yet it would appear that the approach 
of so manifest a danger must unite all parties to avert it, which 
they would be peihaps moie inclined to do under our controlling 
influence than if they were left to themselves 

I have the honour to be, with great respect. 

My Lord, 

Your Loidship’s most obedient and 

Most humble Servant, 

J H Craig 

88 Six J. H, Craig to the Earl of Mormngton. 

Same Subject — English army deficient in training and ammu- 
nition. Danger of imda rating the enemy. 

Cawnpore, 13th October, 1798 

My Loid, 

The letter from my Kuinaul correspondent, to which I have 
alluded 111 my public lettei, is pimcipally on the subject of 
Gholaum Mahommed, whose motions I have directed him to 
watch. After, however, mentioning the construction of the 
bridge over the Attock, he adds — 

‘A constant intei course is maintained- between the Chiefs of 
the Siek nation and those of the Mahrattas The foimer are 
all at their stations ’ 

I have written to him for a further explanation, and have 
directed him to make particular enquiry, as far as may be in 
his power, as to the piobability of the two people entering into 
an alliance to oppose the Shah , and more especially as to the 
disposition of the Seiks, and how far they aie united among 
themselves, for that purpose I have also written in the same 
terms, on the latter subject, to my friend at Amrutsir In the 
meantime I have fomaided the account to Colonel Collins, as, 
if these people should really have an intention of entering into 
a defensive league against the common enemy, it may be much 
facilitated I think by its being known that your Loidship 
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is Willing to be a party in it, whilst that circumstance will 
undoubtedly have a tendency to inspiie them with a little 
more confidence in the force of any treaty that may take 
place between them, than is otherwise likely to exist betwixt 
inveterate enemies, each knowing the other to be capable of 
every tieachery 

Not having the honour to be known to your Lordship, it 
may now be necessary that I should assure you that I am not 
apt to obtrude opinions, 01 to step out of my spheie in the 
piesumption of offeimg advice The only merit to which I lay 
any claim is that of an ardent zeal in the service of my country, 
but I wish not that it should be mtempeiate, and if I assume the 
liberty, on this occasion, of continuing a pj'ivatc con espondence 
with your Loidship, you owe it to the honour which you did 
me in your first lettei by the fiankness of which I was led to 
believe that it would be received by your Lordship precisely in 
the light in which alone I can assuie you it is ventuied upon 

I have not heaid fiom Colonel Collins since he left this for 
Futtyghur In the conveisation that I had with him here I 
endeavoured to impress him with a conviction of the necessity 
of his losing no time in entering into the negociation with which 
he is charged, and I am sure he was himself sensible of it , but 
since we have such good leasons for believing that the Shah 
has actually begun his march, so far as to be on the banks of 
the Attock upwards of twenty days ago, I now feel it to be of 
double importance that he should pioceed without an instanFs 
delay. I am concerned to have to say, that from all the in- 
formation I can get, and I have made every inquiry m my 
power, I am led most firmly to believe that the Seiks, if left to 
themselves, will not make any opposition at all to the Shah’s 
approach ; or if they do, that it will be veiy feeble I believe, 
indeed, that the powei of the Seiks lest veiy much upon opinion, 
and that m the day of trial the delusion will appear. I neither 
believe them to be so numerous, or so hardy, as they have been 
represented, although sufficiently so to loid it over the real 
inhabitants of the country, foi I make no doubt that your 
Lordship is aware that the Seiks are not the fortieth part of 
the inhabitants of the district over which they have established 
their dominion. The mass of these are a mixture of Mussulmen 
and Hindoos, the foimei of which from every motive, and the 
latter in detestation of the oppressions of their present Lords, 
will rejoice in the Shah’s approach. Nothing I believe can 
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pioduce any important exeition fiom the Seiks but a junction 
with the Mahiattas, and giving even cicdit to the letter from 
Kurnaul, whatevei appeaiaiice it may cany of the piobability 
of such an event, I still imagine it will be with difficulty accom- 
plished, but under your Lordship’s auspices , but I much doubt 
the ability of the Mahrattas themselves to assemble m time 
such a force as will give confidence to the others There is no 
appeal ance of it that I can yet hear of, they aie quarrelling 
among themselves at Delhi, without seeming much to think of 
the danger with which they aic thicatcncd. The Attock is but 
a little better than 400 coss fiom Delhi, a space that may with 
the utmost ease be marched in six weeks, and that without 
adverting at all to the cclei ity with which the Shah's army is 
lepoited to move. If, (and it is no vciy impiobable supposition) 
despising the Sciks, whose behaviour in 1796 Avas no ways such 
as to give him cause to hold them in high estimation, the Shah 
should adopt a bold step , and, leaving a corps of tioops to keep 
them in awe, he should move on vith rapidit}', in the view of 
anticipating the Mahrattas at Delhi, he may be there in a time, 
that I almost ticmblc to think of It is not uttcily impossible, 
my Lord, that he might anticipate our preparations ; though it 
IS indeed haidly to be expected that, entertaining the same 
opinion of the Mahiattas as that vhich I have supposed him to 
do of the Seiks, he should ventuic to leave them behind in order 
to attack us, especially before the fords of the Ganges are open 
Howcvei, I wish to shew the expediency of exeition and activity 
on our part The extent to which it is meant to carry the army 
being ascertained, the troops that aie to compose it should be 
immediately assembled, not in the slow progress of the ordinary 
lelief, when battalion relieves battalion, but the utmost expe- 
dition should be used m it The ordnance and stores should be 
hurried up m some veiy unusual vay, unless it can be furnished 
fiom Chunar, as I have suggested to the Commandcr-in-Chicf ; 
and, above all, some steps should be adopted, with lespect to 
further ariangement, that might pieclude the necessity of a daily 
refeience to the piesent seat of Government 

I know not what to say with respect to the Nabob’s troops, 
I would be content that they should be useless, but I dread their 
being dangeiousj unless some step is taken with regard to them. 
I should be almost as unwilling to leave them behind me as 
I should be to leave a fortiess of the enemy The Nabob is 
highly unpopular, and of all his subjects, I believe he Avould 
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least 'expect attachment from his army I feai much that it is 
too late to reap any benefit from the airangement which your 
Loidship proposes with respect to them, and if we should be 
called to the frontiei I doubt whether it may not be hazardous 
to attempt to 1 educe them We shall have of. oui selves too 
many reciuits in our lanks, indeed, a numbei that will veiy 
much weaken the dependence to be placed m our battalions 
On this subject I feel that I tiead on tender ground , but I write 
to your Loidship in the confidence of a piivate communication 
Neither the discipline of the aimy, or the knowledge of the 
officers, are such as to admit of our being insensible to other 
disadvantages We are to expect a numeious and ferocious 
enemy, undisciplined and disorderly, but impetuous m their 
attacks, and lapid m their movements, — abounding in cavalry, 
and acting in a countiy the most favourable to that arm, where, 
if we can secuie one flank, it will be a fortunate position. 
Against them our reliance must be on oui aitillery, and on the 
steadiness of our mfantiy, — where discipline should keep, them 
firm in their ranks, and wheie confidence in their advantages 
should teach them not to shrink under the impression of a 
tumultuous charge of cavalry, the circumstance of all others the 
most likely to affect the mind of a young soldiei, while the 
knowledge of the officers, and the previous training of the corps, 
should ensure the ability of moving with the utmost precision 
and rapidity, and of forming in every direction, to resist a 
sui rounding cavalry Battalions, with full one-third of leciuits, 
are little equal to this description in its first part, and truth 
compels me to say that I have not yet seen one that came any 
where neai it in the latter 

Your Lordship will do me justice m believing that I do not 
mean to hold out discouragement by this description We 
must act, and we must make the best of the tools m our hands 
My view is, that your Lordship may be awaie of the true state 
of the army, which it is at least possible that you may not 
become through any other channel , three-fourths of them with 
whom your Lordship may converse do not themselves know it, 
and the othei fourth will not confess it There is a third class of 
people which your Lordship may meet, — and it is a numerous 
one, even in my own profession, — who either do, or affect to, 
hold in contempt the idea of the necessity of its being othei - 
wise It is a fact, however, past contioversy, that within these 
foul years, and owing to these very circumstances of want of 
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discipline and knowledge, the fate of our .Empire in India 
piobably hung by a thread of the slightest texture, since even 
the impetuosity of the enemy ought naturally to have led to the 
very advantage which his ignorance would not peimit his being 
sensible of 

Our stores are utterly incompetent to any forward move, such 
as I have ventured to suggest as justifiable, if co-operation with 
the Mahrattas can be purchased by it. Our propoition of 
musquet ammunition is T20 rounds per man, and that for the 
small arms of the cavalry is 40, with this I most certainly would 
not venture to stir a step from the Ganges, and how we are to 
get up more, in the time in which I think it is probable that it 
may be requisite for us to do so, I know not; I have written 
in strong teims to the Commander-in-Chief upon the subject. 
Foi our aitillery we have 300 rounds, but that is, if possible, 
still less equal to what we ought to have, at least in a depot, to 
which we could have a much more ready access than we have to 
Chunar or Allahabad The latter should be our grand dep6t, 
in which should be lodged a quantity of stoies of every species, 
equal to every possible emergency, while a field dep6t fed con- 
tinually from it, should move successively from post to post as 
we advance, and be always at hand to renew our deficiencies. 
Upon the whole, do not, my Lord, consider it as presumption 
if I say that I feel a gieat deal more arrangement to be neces- 
sary than appears to me to occur to others as such It is an 
easy thing to put the whole upon the issue of one battle, and 
unfoitunately it is the mode which is attended with the least 
trouble 

I really beg your Lordship^s pardon for this long and very 
free intrusion ; but my apology is already offered in the fore 
pait of my letter, and I shall therefore say no more, but that 
I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and humble Servant, 

' J. H. Craig 
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4 Persia. 

89. Tlie Marquess Wellesley to the Honourable the Secret 
Committee of the Honourable the Court of Hmectors. 

Persian embassy and Treaty^ and advantages thus secured. 

Why an Em opean ambassador, in state, was required 

Monghyr, September 28th, 1801 

Honouiable Sirs, 

Your Honoui able Committee has been apprized of the motives 
which induced me to despatch Captain Malcolm to the Court 
of Persia, and of the geneial objects of his mission I have 
now the satisfaction to inform you, that Captain Malcolm le- 
tuined from his embassy m the month of May, after having 
completely succeeded in accomplishing every object of his 
mission, and in establishing a connection with the actual govern- 
ment of the Persian Empiie, Avhich piomises to the Biitish 
nation in India, political and commercial advantages of the most 
important description, and of as great a degree of stability as 
appears compatible with the nature and character of the Persian 
Government. 

a I have the honour to transmit separate numbers in this 
despatch, copies of two treaties, the first 1 elating to a political 
connection, and the second to a commercial airangement, and a 
copy of a letter from Captain Malcolm, which accompanied the 
communication of these treaties from Persia These treaties 
have been concluded by Captain Malcolm, between the British 
Government of India, and the Court of Peisia. 

3. I likewise transmit copies of the whole of Captain Malcolm’s 
coriespondence with this Government from the date of his ap- 
pointment until his return, from which your Honourable Com- 
mittee will be informed of all the circumstances attending this 
interesting and important mission. 

4. Notwithstanding the fluctuations which have occurred m 
the Government of Peisia, the power of the reigning Prince 
appeared to me to have acquired sufficient stability to lender 
it an obj'ect of considerable importance to conciliate the attach- 
ment of that Prince to the British interests, and to establish with 
Persia an intimate connection founded on durable and compre- 
hensive principles The policy which dictated my opinion, was 
calculated to provide not only against the menaced invasion of 
Zemaun Shah, but also against the views which other powers 
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may eiitei tain of attacking the British possessions in India This 
object IS important in propoition to the hazard to which the 
Biitish mteiests would be exposed, by a connection between the 
Court of Peisia, and those European poweis, whose views have 
long been directed to this quartei of the Biitish dominions 
Gieat advantages in a commeicial point of view were likewise to 
be expected fiom the connection which I pioposed to foim with 
the Court of Persia 

5 To accomplish these impoitant objects, it was indispensably 
necessaiy that the embassy should be so constituted as to convey 
to the Court of Peisia, and to the inhabitants of that country, a 
respectable impression of the power, wealth, and dignity, of the 
British Government in India To produce this effect upon the 
minds of a nation peculiarly devoted to outwaid form and 
ceremonies, I judged it to be necessary to attach to the embassy, 
appointments calculated to ensure from the Court of Persia, a 
reception suited to the dignity of the Biitish Government and to 
the importance of the mission 

6 Fiom the perusal of the correspondence youi honourable 
Committee will find, that my opinion on this subject was amply 
justified, and I am satisfied that the extent of the appointments 
of the embassy, and the hbeial manner m which it was con- 
ducted, materially contiibuted to its success, and tended to 
excite in the minds of the inhabitants of Persia, an exalted 
opinion of the powei and liberality of the Company's govern- 
ment in India 

7. Your honourable Committee in your letter of the loth of 
September, 1800, has expressed a doubt of the policy of Captain 
Malcolm’s mission, founded on the accounts which had been 
received from Bombay, of the success of Mehdi Ah Khan’s exer- 
tions in a similai capacity 

8 The objects of Mehdi Ah Khan’s mission were compa- 
ratively of a limited and temporary nature. This mission was 
neither intended, nor calculated to embrace those important 
and comprehensive views which I had m contemplation, in 
furnishing Captain Malcolm with credentials to the court of 
Persia The value of Mehdi Ah Khan’s semces on that occa- 
sion was certainly considerable, but he was not in my opinion 
a pioper person to be entmsted with the negotiation of such 
important objects as those which I had in contemplation at the 
Court of Persia, m the mission of Captain Malcolm Indepen- 
dently of any disqualifications applicable to Mehdi Ah Khan, the 
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objections to the employments of a native of India in such a 
mission aie numerous and insui mountable 

9 It IS not consistent with the dignity of the British Govern- 
ment, to employ any native of this country as its representative 
at a foieign couit, nor could the Biitish mteiests be with any 
degiee of safety confided to any peison of that description 
Intrigue, falsehood, and collusion, are the uniform chaiacteristics 
of such of the natives of India, as aspiie to the qualifications of 
statesmen They aie ignoiant of the national honour, and 
insensible to eveiy emotion of public spiiit, they aie, therefore, 
evei disposed to saciifice the public mteiests to views of private 
ambition and individual profit 

10 No native of India can possess a sufficient knowledge of 
the political interests of the British nation, nor of the principles 
and maxims which legulate its conduct, to qualify him for 
the arduous duty of superintending an important branch of the 
political lelations of the Biitish empiie m India, nor can he 
assume that degree of consideiation at a foreign court, which is 
indispensably necessaiy in a situation so distinguished and im- 
portant as that of the repiesentative of the honourable Company 
in Asia 

11 The natives of India may occasionally be employed with 
advantage for the promotion of temporary views of policy, or for 
the attainment of separate and limited objects They may 
sometimes be lendeied, in a subordinate situation, successful 
instruments for opening the way to political systems of a moie 
peimanent and comprehensive nature In both these respects, 
I considei the seiwices of Mehdi Ah Khan to have merited 
reward and approbation, but I should have betrayed the im- 
portant mteiests committed to my chaige, if I had attempted 
to accomplish views of such magnitude as those which suggested 
the mission of Captain Malcolm, thiough the agency of Mehdi 
All Khan, or of any other native agent 

12 I shall now proceed to make some remarks upon the 
nature and effects of the alliance so happily established with 
the Court of Persia, for the puipose of enabling your honouiable 
Committee to form a just estimate of the advantages which may 
be expected to lesult from the success of Captain Malcolms 
mission 

13 A firm and intimate connection has now been established 
between the British Government and a State, the lesources of 
which are capable of aiding in an essential manner the hostile 
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Views of the enemies of the British nation against our Eastern 
possessions. 

14 The measures which have succeeded in conciliating the 
favomable disposition of the Peisian Government towaids the 
British nation, have produced a proportionate opposition in that 
Court to the views and interests of oui enemies, and have opened 
to us the prospect of commanding those resources and local 
advantages, which, undei a dilfeient state of circumstances, 
might eventually have been employed against us I entertain 
the fullest confidence that the Couit of Pcisia, in conformity 
to Its declarations and engagements, will coidially lesist any 
attempts which may be made, either by negotiation, or by 
force, on the part of oui enemies, to obtain any establishment 
in that country, 01 to render it in any manner subservient to 
their views 

15 I considei the unicstrained use of the Persian sea-ports, 
and the exclusion of our enemies from them, to be an essential 
advantage By securing the entire command of the Persian 
coast, we shall facilitate the means of defeating any attempts 
on the part of oui enemies to establish themselves in that 
quarter, and as the enemy’s cruizers will be deprived of all 
refuge and assistance in those poits, the commerce of the 
Persian Gulph, (which, under the operation of the commercial 
treaty, may be expected rapidly to increase), will in a great 
measure be free from interruption, and the communication 
with Euiope, by the way of Bussoiah, will be less subject to 
molestation 

16 The active measures adopted by the Couit of Persia 
against Zemaun Shah, which were instigated in the fiist in- 
stance by Mehdi Ah Khan, and subsequently encouraged by 
Captain Malcolm, produced the salutary effect of diverting the 
attention of Zemaun Shah from his long projected invasion 
of Hmdostan during three successive seasons The hostility of 
Baba Khan unquestionably proved the ruin of Zemaun Shah’s 
power The assistance afforded by Mehdi Ah Khan under my 
orders, to the Prince Mahomed Shah, originally enabled that 
Prince to excite those commotions, which have lecently teimi- 
nated in the defeat of Zemaun Shah, in his deposition from the 
throne, and m the entire extinction of his power , to the con- 
solidated and active government of Zemaun Shah, has succeeded 
a state of confusion in the country of the Afghans highly favour- 
able to our security in that quartei. Since the fall of Zemaun 
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Shah, seveial competitors for the throne have opposed the 
establishment of Mahomed Shah, and the Afghan power is 
broken down by their mutual contentions, while the vicinity of 
the King of Persia’s foice, now connected with our interests, 
operates as an additional cause of weakness to the empire 
formerly held by Zemaun Shah The relation which that 
Prince had formed with Tippoo Sultaun, and the probability 
' of his concuirence m the hostile views, either of Russia, or 
of Fiance, lender the actual state of affaiis in Candahar a 
most favourable contrast with that which existed m the yeai 
1798 

17 The details of the transactions which have led to the fall 
of Zemaun Shah accompany this despatch. 

1 8 The engagements which Captain Malcolm has lately con- 
tracted with the Court of Persia, lelative to the Afghans, afford 
abundant reason to believe, that the provinces of Hindostan will, 
for a long course of years be effectually lelieved from the appre- 
hension of an Afghan incuision 

19 The immediate effect of these arrangements has been to 
enable me to prosecute with confidence my negotiations at 
Lucknow, and to relieve me from the necessity of making ex- 
pensive military preparations on the frontiers of Oude, a measure 
which, under other circumstances, I should have thought it my 
duty to adopt 

ijo I consider the liberty granted by the Court of Peisia 
to British merchants to settle at any of the poits m the Peisian 
dominions, for the purposes of commerce, to be a valuable con- 
cession, calculated to establish the foundation of important 
benefits to our commercial and political interests in that quarter 

2,1 The proposed settlement in the Gulph of Peisia, which 
your honourable Committee will observe, is suggested m several 
parts of Captain Malcolm’s correspondence, is a question worthy 
of the most serious consideration. I shall communicate my senti- 
ments to your honourable Committee on this important subject, 
m a future despatch 

22 From the perusal of Captain Malcolm’s correspondence, 
your honourable Committee will have the satisfaction to observe, 
that this important and beneficial alliance with the Court of 
Persia has been concluded under circumstances, which warrant 
a perfect confidence m the sincerity of the Persian Monarch, and 
that the impression, which the embassy has produced upon the 
minds of the inhabitants of Persia, is so favouiable to the interests 

R 1 2 
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of the Biitish nation^ as to leave no apprehension of its being 
effaced by the mtiigues of a rival power, oi by any internal 
changes or i evolutions in the Persian empire 

23 Your honouiable Committee will furthei have the satis- 

faction to obseive that these important advantages have been 
obtained without any sacrifice whatevei , either of interest or of 
honour on the part of the British Goveinmcnt The leturns 
which the Biitish Government is bound to make, are of a nature 
to impiove the advantages acquiied by us, and are consistent 
with every principle of tiiie policy and honour N 

24 The issue of Captain Malcolm^s negotiation with the Imaum 
of Muscat, has pioved highly advantageous to the interests of 
the British nation The impoitance of cultivating a good under- 
standing with the Goveinment of Muscat, is sufficiently obvious, 
and the ariangements which have taken place with that govern- 
ment, through the agency of Captain Malcolm, may be ex- 
pected to ensuie all the benefit of which that connection is 
susceptible 

25 The mtercouise which Captain Malcolm held with the 
Pasha of Bagdad, appears to have produced upon the mind of 
that Prince, an impiession extremely favoui able to the British 
mteiests, and to have laid the foundation of future essential 
advantages, intimately connected with the alliance so happily 
conti acted with the Court of Persia 

26 Under these circumstances, adverting to the great public 
advantages which have ah eady resulted from Captain Malcolm’s 
mission, as well as to those which may be expected to flow horn 
its future consequences, I anxiously solicit the particular atten- 
tion of youi honouiable Committee, and of the Court of Diiectors, 
to the abilit)'-, fiimness, temper, and dignity, which have dis- 
tinguished Captain Malcolm’s conduct, thiough the whole course 
of the arduous and important duties committed to his charge 

27 Your honourable Committee will observe by Captain 
Malcolm’s letter, under date the 31st of July, that he has trans- 
mitted tome the journal of his mission to Peisia which I should 
have forwarded by this despatch to your honourable Committee, 
had I not understood fiom Captain Malcolm that it was his 
intention, as soon as he should have leisure to arrange the 
materials which he had collected, to prepare a much more 
complete and extended work upon this mteiestmg subject 

28 I have the honour to annex to this letter, two documents 
which I have leceived from Captain Malcolm, and which contain 
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to illustrate the objects and consequences of 

I have the honoui to be, &c 

‘Wellesley 


5 Ceylon 

90 The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Hon Henry 

Dundas. 

Iinpo'i tance of placing Ceylon nndci the Indian Government 

Barrackpore, May loth, 1801 

My dear Sir, 

1 The object of this despatch is to intimate to you, my sen- 
timents on the plans which you appear to have in contemplation 
relative to the peimanent government of the Island of Ceylon, 
if that possession should lemain in our hands after the peace 

2 The present civil establishment of Ceylon is certainly a 
heavy buithen on the finances of the Company in India, and 
as fai as 1 elates to them, it would be a relief *to thiow the 
buithen of the civil goveinment of Ceylon on the Grown. With 
respect to the Euiopean foice to be maintained for the defence 
of that island, I think’ it might be piovided without any addition 
to the number of 18,000 effective infantry, which I proposed in 
my lettei of the 13th July, 1800, for the whole of our present 
Indian Empire, continental, as well as insular, including Ceylon, 
the Moluccas, Malacca, and Goa, as a British possession 

3 The revenue of Ceylon is not adequate to the payment of 
the necessary establishments under a sepaiate royal govern- 
ment , noi can I think, that the revenue of that Island will be 
found answerable to its necessaiy expenditure under a sepaiate 
government, if ever, for many yeais to come The deficiency 
must, therefore, be piovided fiom home, if Ceylon be entirely 
separated from the geneial Goveinment of India. To meet this 
charge at'home, the cargoes of cinnamon, and the investment of 
Ceylon, -might possibly be taken by the Ciown, still however, 
an advance must' annually be ■ made by Parliament for the 
expenses of Ceylon, to be balanced by the sale of its investment, 
as the chaiges of our- colonies m the West Indies may be 
balanced by the duties levied on the pioduce of those colonies 
But I rathei suppose that the Ciown would take no direct con- 
cern in the commercial investment, but would leave that trade, 
eithei to the East India Company, or to piivate traders under 
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certain regulations, and that the Crown would levy duties on the 
trade, as a more natuial and proper mode of drawing a resouice 
from the possession of Ceylon 

4 The transfer of the civil and military expense of Ceylon to 
the Crown, would rendei that part of oui Indian Empire a charge 
on the public of the United Kingdom, and would be sub- 
stantially the same measure which you so earnestly deprecate. 
For the direct operation of such an arrangement necessarily 
must be to lender that part of our Indian Empire a burthen 
upon the mothei country, and to have rccouise to the public 
finances at home, for the payment of that bianch of our Indian 
establishments 

5 In this view of the subject, theiefore, the account between 
the Biitish Islands and India, would stand, piecisely the same 
as if aid weie to be gi anted by Parliament, to a similar extent, 
in the shape of diiect assistance to the finances of the East 
India Company, holding Ceylon as a teiritorial possession, and 
defiaying the general charges of that possession, together with 
those of the continental empire of India 

6 In this case, as in the sepaiate case of Ceylon, if annexed 
to the Clown, the public would be lemunerated by the duties 
derived from the trade, and by other collateral benefits resulting 
fiom the extensive power of Gieat Britain m the East 

7 It appears to me, however, to be a perfectly just and 
reasonable statement in taking a general view of the expecta- 
tions which you have held out at various times to Paihament 
respecting India, to exclude from the account altogether, the 
charge of Ceylon, and of our possessions acquiied from the 
Dutch m the Eastern Seas, of Goa, and perhaps of all our 
acquisitions m the East obtained fiom European powers during 
the present war 

8 But the same benefit must m reason and justice be allowed 
to the Government of India, and to the credit of the Company’s 
finances , and with this allowance, after having excluded the 
charges of those acquisitions, a large surplus levenue would 
certainly acciue applicable to the combined pui poses of reducing 
debt, and of maintaining commercial investment. 

9 As far as the questions of expense and finance are to be 
viewed distinctly from other branches of political consideration, 
I am convinced that the revenue of Ceylon would be infinitely 
better administered, and more productive, and that its expenses 
would be much more moderate, if it were permanently annexed 



LATTER PLAN EXPEDIENT ON POLITICAL GROUNDS 51 ^ 


as a piovmce to the Government of Fort St George, than if it 
be retained as a separate and distinct Government under the 
Clown. 

lo The permanent annexation of Ceylon to the Crown, while 
the continent of India shall lemain under the Government of the 
East India Company, is howevei, a measuie moie important in 
my estimation with respect to its political, than to its financial 
operation 

II. It is essential to the vigoui of this Empire, that the 
administration of all its parts should be uniform, fiamed upon 
the same system, combined by similai principles, and directed 
to similar objects and views Unity of power, and an invariable 
correspondence of system and action thioughout the whole 
fabric of our government, are the best securities which can be 
provided against the dangers to which we are necessarily ex- 
posed in India, by the vast extent of our possessions, and by 
the variety of interests which they embrace If to the natural 
principles of division and discord, resulting from the i emote 
position of our provinces, and from the diffeiences of local pie- 
judice and conflicting interests, be added the establishment of 
distinct authorities, different in substance and in form from the 
geneial government of the Empire, and exempt from its control, 
the weakness of overgiown dominion must ultimately fall upon 
us, and in every arduous ciisis our power will be found inefficient 
in pioportion to its nominal magnitude and extent 

I a Whatevei, therefore, may be the nature of that Govern- 
ment which the wisdom of Paihament may permanently estab- 
lish for India, I hold two principles to be indispensable to its 
peimanent efficiency and vigour 

First, that every part of the empire in India, continental as 
well as insular, shall be subject to the geneial control of one 
undivided authority, which shall possess energy in peace, to 
maintain order, connection and harmony between all the dis- 
persed branches of our dominion, and to extend equal benefits 
of good government to every class of our numerous and various 
subj'ects , and in war, to direct every spring of action to similar 
and correspondent movements, to concentrate every resource in 
an united effort, and by systematic subordination, to diffuse such 
a spirit of alacrity and promptitude to the remotest extremities 
of the Empire, as shall secure the co-operation of eveiy part in 
any exigency which may demand the collective strength of the 
whole 
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Secondly, that the constitution of eveiy branch of the empire 
should be similar and uniform ; and above all, that no sub- 
ordinate part should be so constituted as in any lespect to hold 
a rivaliy of dignity even in form with the Supreme Power 

13 The distinction between the Koyal Power and that of 
the Company is peifectly understood by the natives of India, 
and moie sensibly felt by them than by any class of persons in 
Euiope Even by Euiopeans in India a degree of respect is 
attached to the lepicsentation of the Royal Power, which they 
eithei boldly lefuse, 01 reluctantly yield to the Company’s 
Government 

14 The application of these pimciples to the case of Ceylon 
would lead me to submit most seiiously to youi consideiation 
the absolute necessity of picseiwing the contiol of the Governor- 
Geneial in Council ovei the Government of Ceylon cntiie, and 
in the fullest efficiency, without this contiol the possession of 
Ceylon, instead of being as you justly estimate it, the great 
bulwark of this Empiie, may become neaily as useless to the 
common cause as if it weie in the hands of a neutral powei 

1 5 An independent Governor of Ceylon, acting in the King’s 
name, might pi ove the source of the most dangerous confusion 
and distinction m the bosom of our dominions. In the next 
place, I should feel it to be my duty to lepresent to you, that if 
the Governor of Ceylon shall permanently hold a commission, 
civil and military, fiom the Ciown, the Governoi -General should 
hold a commission, civil as well as military, from the same 
authority Without this arrangement, I doubt whether it would 
be possible peimanently to maintain an efficient control over 
Ceylon when annexed to the Crown 

16 An anxiety foi the good government of India being the 
common sentiment of youi mind and of mine, will be my excuse 
for having submitted these ideas to you, you will use them 
according to your discretion. 

I have the honour to be, &c 
Wellesley 
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91. The Marquess Wellesley to Lord Hobart 
The same subject. 

(Estiact) (Official and Secret) 

My Loid, Fort William, Nov 30th, 1803 

36 The events howevei which have passed m Ceylon, have 
occasioned serious reflections m my mind with legard to the 
secuiity of that valuable possession, and to the operation of the 
piesent constitution of its government upon the general interests 
of the British empire in India 

37 The separation of the government of Ceylon fiom the 
control of the geneial government of India, always appeared 
to me to be a measure of the utmost danger to this empire. 
Accoidingly at an early peiiod of time, I submitted my opinion 
upon the subject to the Piesident of the Board of Commissioners 
for the affairs of India in a seciet letter dated 10th of May 1801, 
of which I have the honoui to enclose a copy for your Lord- 
ship’s information 

38 The sepal ation of Ceylon from the Government-General, 
was however deemed advisable, and the consequences which 
have resulted from that measure appear to me to have confirmed 
the justice of those appiehensions which I expiessed in my letter 
to the Piesident of the Boaid of Commissioneis in May 1801 

39. Under the new constitution, treaties have been concluded, 
and a war has been undertaken by the government of Ceylon 
without the previous knowledge of the Government-Geneial , the 
expellees of that war howevei, have been supplied in the first 
instance by the Goveinment-Geneial , and the calamities which 
have attended the progress of the war, have occasioned demands 
for troops from the Government-Geneial Whether the war in 
Ceylon could have been altogether avoided, whether its com- 
mencement could have been postponed to a more convenient 
season, or whether its conduct could have been improved, and 
an early and honourable peace established upon peimanent 
foundations, aie questions, which it is neither my present duty 
nor intention to examine , but it is evident that every airange- 
ment connected with these questions might have been formed 
with greater advantage under the direct authority of the power 
which must ultimately furnish the supplies for war, and provide 
the securities for peace Had the government of Ceylon re- 
mained subordinate to this government, the war in that island, 
if deemed necessary, would have been undertaken after a 
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deliberate preparation of sufficient lesources, and after a full 
consideiation of the most effectual mode of applying them 
This government could not have been taken by surprize with 
respect to the actual commencement of the wai, or to its lesult , 
and an opportunity would have been afforded of appoitionmg at 
an early period of time to the seivice in Ceylon such aid, as might 
have appeared on a just compaiison of objects and means to be 
compatible with due attention to othei branches of the service m 
India, 01 to be indispensably necessaiy for the safety of Ceylon 

40 The independence of Ceylon has placed all these con- 
siderations beyond the leach of the Governor-General in council, 
who was unapprizcd of the appioach of wai m Ceylon until it 
had actually commenced, and of the piobable demand for con- 
siderable leinfoi cements m Ceylon, until a war on the continent 
of India had limited the means of furnishing them 

41 The opeiation of tieaties and political arrangements con- 
cluded by the sepaiate authority of his Majesty’s Government 
of Ceylon may materially affect the geneial interests of the 
British empire in India, even in those cases which may not 
immediately involve the issues of peace and war. His Majesty’s 
instructions together with the Company’s charter, and the 
various acts of regulation, appeal to preclude the Governor of 
Ceylon from the right of concluding treaties, or of making war 
with any of the continental states of India, or with any state 
situated beyond the limits of the island of Ceylon It is 
peihaps doubtful whether the Governor of 'Ceylon possesses 
even within the limits of that island, the same poweis relative to 
peace and war, which are granted by special Act of Parliament 
to the Governoi -Geneial m council within the limits of the 
Company’s charter These points certainly require full and dis- 
tinct explanation by the highest authority, but whatever may be 
the legal right of the Governor of Ceylon with regard to these 
questions, the practical operation of the new constitution of Ceylon 
has been amply proved by the expeiience of the last year 

43 Even if the political powers of the government of Ceylon 
be limited to the island, the nature of tieaties concluded with 
the King of Candi, 01 v/ith his ministry, nobility, or other 
authorities in the island, may be contrary to the general policy 
pursued by the Company’s Government in India, and may theie- 
fore prove injurious to the British character and influence on the 
Continent of India, and among such insular states in these seas 
as may have formed 01 solicited connections with the Company 
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43. The king of Candi is paiticulaily venerated by the Court 
of Ava, and a considerable degree of sanctity is attributed 111 
the Burmese dominions to the chaiactei of the king of Candi, 
and to the island of Ceylon, whence the Buimahs derive the 
source of their mythology, and of their religious institutions 
•The conduct of the British Goveinment, thcrefoie, towards the 
king and kingdom of Candi, and the geneial tenor of the pohc}^ 
pursued in the island of Ceylon, is important to the reputation 
of the Company’s Government on the Continent of India, in 
piopoition to the importance of the Burmese empire in the 
general scale of Asiatic powers. To your Lordship’s intimate 
knowledge of the affairs of India, it is unnecessary’' to add more 
detailed facts or aiguments to prove that the operation of any 
system of treaties, alliances, or political or diplomatic ariange- 
ments pursued towards the native states and subjects within 
the limits of the island of Ceylon, cannot be confined to the 
coasts of that island, even if such system should exclude the 
contingency of war in Ceylon. 

44. If tieaties or political systems concluded with the native 
states or powers in Ceylon should involve the issue of hostilities, 
although the theatie of the war may m the fiist instance be 
confined to Ceylon, it is evident that even the first and most 
limited operation of such a wai must affect the finances, as well 
as the general security of the British empire in India 

45 The chaiges of war in Ceylon must be defrayed from 
Bengal If the war should prove unfortunate in Ceylon, troops 
and every military lesource must be supplied from Bengal 
Even in the most favouiable supposition, troops occupied m 
hostile operations within the island of Ceylon, (omitting all 
consideration of the fatality of the climate,) not only become 
inapplicable to any pui poses of general defence on the Continent 
of India, but are withdrawn from the protection of the coasts 
and maritime forts of the island The danger will be aggravated, 
if, at the same moment, the Company's goveinment shall be 
engaged in war upon the Continent of India, and shall be unable 
to supply troops for the support of a wai m Ceylon, or for the 
defence of the forts and coasts of that island, deprived of the 
aid of its proper military establishments. 

46 In the event, theiefore, of an existing war with France, 
Holland, or with any power capable of attacking Ceylon, the 
existence of an internal war in the island may convert that bul- 
wark of our Indian empire into a powerful instrument of offensive 
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war in the hands of oui enemies, and the consequences of a 
tieaty concluded by a Governor of Ceylon within the limits of 
that island may endanger the whole fabnc of this vast empiie 

47 The situation of the Govcrnoi-Geneial under the circum- 
stances desciibed will be duly appreciated by youi Loidship 
Ignoiant of the approach oi causes of war, he may be suddenly 
lequired to fuinish lesouices for its piosecution at a moment 
when the exigencies of his own government, and the general 
service of the empire m India may pieclude the possibility of 
affording adequate supplies eithei of money oi men Without 
powei to diiect the conduct, oi to check the progress of 
hostilities, he may be compelled to abide their consequences, 
and to remain an inactive and helpless spectatoi of the perils of 
his own government, of the disgiace of the Biitish name and 
arms, and possibly of his own leputation and honour, involved 
in the result of counsels and opeiations contradictory to his 
judgment, and exempt from his control 

48 On the othei hand, the Governor of Cejdon, by the 
piactical operation of the present constitution of the island, 
exercises the sole pierogative of making war within that island, 
but must depend for the means of prosecuting wai upon an 
authoiity which he cannot control 

49 The legislatuie has vested m the Govei nor-General in 
council, subject to the control in England, the sole powei of 
making wai against any native state on the Continent of India. 
The same principle requires that the Govei nor-Geneial in 
council should possess similai powei s with regard to war in 
Ceylon The wisdom of the legislatuie has provided an unity 
of executive powei as the most effectual security for the British 
empire on the Continent of India, and has determined that the 
authoiity invested with the sole powei of disposing of all the re- 
sources necessaiy for the prosecution of wai, should also possess 
the sole power of making wai, and that no provincial, local, or 
subordinate authority should be enabled to involve the general 
interests of the empire in the expense and hazaid of hostilities 

50 The same principles have been wisely established with 
regard to the political powers of the Supieme Government on 
the Continent of India, and it has been determined by Par- 
liament that the Govei nor-Geneial m council, who alone can 
be competent to form a comprehensive view of the interests 
affected by treaties 01 by wars with the native states, shall alone 
be competent to conclude treaties, or to make Avar But under 
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the existing constitution of the island of Ceylon, your Lordship 
will observe that the ordei and system established for the 
general government of India aie absolutely leveised. The 
Governor of Ceylon exercises the exclusive authority of con- 
cluding tieaties, of making war, and of 'conducting military 
opeiations in the island, without the power of furnishing sup- 
plies, either of men or money, beyond the fixed establishment 
of the island , while the Goveinor-Geneial m council is required 
to furnish supplies of men and money for the piosecution of 
war in Ceylon, without possessing any power of controlling the 
origin, conduct, or piogiess of the war, which may, however, 
deeply affect the security, interests and honour of the geneial 
government of India 

51 The island of Ceylon, however, cannot be excluded from 
the general operation of these wise and salqtary principles, 
unless it be also excluded fiom the ^general system of the 
Biitish civil and militaiy government in India But that island 
has justly been termed the bulwark of our empire in India, 
it is theiefore an essential part of our strength, and the due 
administration of its civil and military government is of the 
utmost importance to the defence of all oui dominions m India 
No security for that administration can be so effectual as the 
unifoim opeiation of the same authoiity which has been ex- 
tended over every other branch of the British possessions , 
nor can an aigument be adduced to prove the impoitance of 
Ceylon, which will not also demonstrate that its mteiests are 
inseparably blended with those of the empire on the Continent, 
and that its government cannot be separated fiom the general 
control without hazard to the safety both of that empire, and 
of the island of Ceylon. 

53 The entire military establishment of India ought to be 
applicable to the general defence of the whole empire The 
subdivision of that establishment, and the separation of our 
geneial strength into detachments subjected to independent 
commands, and appropriated to exclusive provincial and local 
services, must impair the general efficiency of our army, by 
destroying the unity of our militaiy power 

53 The same principle applies with equal force to the civil 
authority which, in an empire of such magnitude and extent, 
cannot be separated from the military power without the hazard 
of confusion. 

54 * In leviewmg these considerations, your Lordship will 



622 THE PROPOSED CHANGE WILL INCREASE THE DANGER 


anticipate the regret and concern with which I have learned that 
not only the civil and military government of the island of 
Ceylon are to remain independent of the geneial supeimtend- 
ance and contiol of the Goveinoi -Geneial m council, but that 
the military establishments of that island are to be entiiely 
disjoined from the chief command of the forces on the Continent 
of India , and that the allowances and other regulations respect- 
ing the mihtaiy establishments are to be framed m Ceylon upon 
pimciples different from those established at any of the presi- 
dencies on the Continent of India 

55 The effect of this arrangement will entirely remove the 
mihtaiy establishments at Ceylon from the supermtendance and 
contiol of the geneial ofhcei commanding m chief his Majesty’s 
and the Company’s foices in India 

56 Every sentiment of public duty inquires me to submit to 
your Lordship my most sciious appiehension of the evil conse- 
quences which must result to the discipline and efficiency of the 
mihtaiy foices in Ceylon, if exempted fiom the salutaiy control 
of the officer holding the chief command in India 

57 Every facility should be afforded to the employment of 
the military establishment of Ceylon in purposes of general 
defence in India, whenever the exigency might require such 
an effort But the entiie separation of the civil and military 
authorities, and the difference of the regulations and consti- 
tutions of the sepal ate military establishments will oppose diffi- 
culties nearly insupeiable to the employment on the Continent 
of India of any part of the mihtaiy establishment of Ceylon, and 
especially of his Majesty’s regiments. 

58 On the other hand, the same causes will oppose nearly 
equal difficulties to the employment of any poition of the military 
establishments of the Continent of India, and especially of his 
Majesty’s legiments in the island of Ceylon, m the event of any 
exigency which might demand a reinforcement of the troops on 
that island The utmost confusion and disorder might be ex- 
pected to result from the conflicting authorities which must be 
mixed m conducting any military operations on that island, 
which should demand the aid of troops from the Continent of 
India It might even become a question whether the Governor- 
General would be justified in exposing the army destined to 
defend the British empire in India, to be wasted m the prosecu- 
tion of petty wars m Ceylon (of which the cause and issue might 
be equally doubtful), under a system of management calculated 
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to injuie the discipline, to break the spirit, and to destroy the 
health of the troops In the present state of the government 
and military command in Ceylon, it is doubtful whether the 
governments or commanders-in-chief on the Continent of India 
could retain any power over troops landed in Ceylon, and whe- 
thei those authoiities could in any degree control the discipline 
or operations of their own troops within the island, or could limit 
the objects to which the services of such troops should be applied, 
or the time oi mode of recalling such troops to the Continent of 
India, or of embarking them for distant seiwice 

59 The independence of the government and military com- 
mand of Ceylon would considerably embarrass the Government- 
General in the prosecution of operations against the remaining 
possessions of the French and Dutch to the eastward of the Cape 
of Good Hope, or in any eventual expedition against the Cape 
of Good Hope, or against Egypt, or against various places m 
these seas, or even in any transfer of troops from the several mari- 
time garrisons in India Your Lordship is intimately acquainted 
with the advantages which the ports of Ceylon offer for assem- 
bling troops and ships, and for completing every necessaiy dep6t 
in the preparation of such services The Goveinment-General 
lepeatedly derived important advantages from the full command 
of those ports during the last war In the present state of the 
island It would not be possible to use its ports and lesources 
with similar effect A considerable portion of the value of 
Ceylon in time of war is therefore actually suspended by the 
existing constitution of the government of that island 

6 0 Your Lordship is apprized of the nature and extent of the 
military commission with which his Majesty was pleased to honour 
me under date of the 7th of August, 1 800 By the terms of that 
commission I have hitherto understood that I possessed the 
general command over all the land forces serving in Ceylon, as 
well as over those serving in every other pai t of the East Indies 

5 i. The terms of this commission seemed to enable me to 
issue orders to the troops in Ceylon, but the effect of such orders 
appeared to me to be entirely frustrated by the independent 
powers of the civil government of the island, which must be 
deemed paramount to any powers derived from a mere military 
commission, unless that commission in express terms had super- 
seded the authority of the civil government 

62, It would be extremely advantageous to furnish me with a 
distinct rule for my guidance with regard to the operation of my 
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commission of Captain-geneial of the land forces over the -island 
of Ceylon 

63 The preceding statements will apprize your Loidship,that 
if Ceylon be entirely exempted from the contiol of the general 
civil and mihtaiy government of India, and fiom the command of 
the commander-m-chief, and of the Captain-geneial, in India, the 
military establishments of that island cannot be deemed to consti- 
tute an efficient part of oui geneial lesources and power in India, 
excepting only to the extent to which these establishments may 
be sufficient to pi event the reduction of the island of Ceylon by the 
forces of any enemy, diiectcd exclusively against that possession, 

64 Your Loidship^s judgment and expciience in the affairs 
of this quartei of the globe will enable you to decide with facility, 
whethci such a sepaiation and subdivision of powers be pie- 
feiable to an union of all the British lesouiccs and strength in 
the hands of one supieme authority in India, possessing powei 
to apply every bianch of the Geneial Government to the defence 
of each part, or of the whole , and embracing in one compre- 
hensive vieiv the general welfare and security of the empire, 
together with the paiticulai and local interests of every province 
and possession. 

65 The despatch addiessed to the President of the Board of 
Commissioners foi the afifaiis of India, under date 10th May, 
1801, to which I had the honoui to lefer m the 37th paragraph 
of this letter, will convey to youi Lordship my sentiments on 
this important question These sentiments have been confirmed 
by the most mature and dehbeiate leflection, and by every event 
relating to the affairs of Ceylon which has reached my knowledge 
since the independence of that goveinment has been established 

66 In one respect only has my opinion undergone any degree 
of variation. I am now convinced that the most effectual mode 
of rendeimg Ceylon a valuable addition to the British possessions 
in India, and an efficient augmentation of our military and political 
power would be to annex it, as a piovince directly to the Supreme 
Goveinment of Bengal, with orders to the Governor-General m 
Council to adopt such measures as might appeal requisite for 
regulating the civil and military government and establishments 
of the island Such an arrangement would unite considerable 
advantages m point of economy, with a great improvement of 
the internal tranquillity, happiness, and prosperity of the island, 
and with a correspondent mciease of its militaiy strength 

67 The goveinment of Ceylon might eithei be formed upon 
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the model of that of any of the provinces subject to the im- ■■ 
mediate government of Bengal, and made the station of a Court 
of Ciicuit and Appeal, with establishments foi the levenue and 
commerce of the island, and with one of his Majesty’s general 
officers upon the staff commanding the tioops , or the Govern- 
ment of Ceylon might be similai to that of Piince of Wales 
island, with a Lieutenant-Governoi appointed from the civil 
service of Bengal In this case also Ceylon should be the station 
of a general officer on the staff 

68 I am satisfied that, under either of these arrangements, the 
island of Ceylon would become a more valuable and a more 
secure possession than it can piove under the present constitu- 
tion of its CLvil and militaij'’ government Yom Loidship will' 
receive these observations as a testimony of my anxiety foi the 
safet)^ and prosperity of this great empire My opinions aie 
founded upon matuie deliberation and practical experience, and 
it appeals to me to be my positive duty to submit them to your 
Lordship in the most diiect and unequivocal language I request 
your Lordship, however, to be assured that I offer my se’ntimcnts 
on the subject of' this despatch to your judgment, with the 
highest sense of lespect, and with a just impression of my obliga- 
tions of obedience and subordination to youi Lordship’s authoiity. 
Whatever may be his Majesty’s determination with icgaid to 
the government of Ceylon, my submission will be implicit and 
cheerful , and youi Lordship may rely on my most earnest 
endeavouis during the picscnt ciisis, and at every future exigency, 
to mitigate the evils which I have respectfully represented, by 
the most cordial exertion of a sincere public zeal, and by an 
unfeigned spiiit of effectual co-opeiation in the common cause 

69 I cannot however conclude this despatch without express- 
ing a most anxious hope, that if it should not be deemed 
expedient to change the entire constitution of the government of 
Ceylon, his Majesty may at least be advised immediately to 
issue the necessary oiders for subjecting, duiing the existing 
war with France and Holland, the civil and militaiy government 
of Ceylon (including the exercise of all political power, and the 
command of the army,) to the control of the Governoi -General 
in Council, of his Majesty’s Commandei-in-Chief, and of his 
Majesty’s Captain-Geneial of the land forces in the East Indies 

70 Without such a control, I shall entertain seiious appic- 
hensions, in the event of piotracted wai with Fiance Your 
Loidship howevei may be satisfied, that while I shall continue 
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to hold my picscnl chaigc, no possible combination of difficulties 
01 d.ingcis can abate my zeal foi the defence, secuiity, and 
wclfaie of cvciy pait of the Biitish possessions in India, foi the 
defeat of evei}'- pioject of the enemy, and foi the effectual piosc- 
cution of eveiy scivice connected with the execution of his 
Majesty’s commands, with the success of his Majesty’s aims, 
and with the honoui and mtciests of oui countiy m the piesent 
aiduous contest. 

I liave tlic honoui to be, &c Weu.KSLE^ 

6 Ri 1 ) Ska Kxi']‘1)i iion 

92. To tho Shoroof of Mooca, tho Imaiim of Sonjia, and tho 

Sultaim of Aden 

Sn»i!iion\ io joni us vi ixpd/iuj^ tin P) Dicli f i out Pgypt 

Foil William, 191I1 hlareh, 1801 

The fiiendship and haimony which duiing a long course of 
yeais has fiimly subsisted between the Sublime Poite and hts 
Biitannic Majesty, is well known to you, tliat fiiendship has 
been still moie closely cemented by the faithless conduct of the 
Ficnch towaids the Ottoman Poitc, the Fiench aic now become 
the common enemy of both states That peifidious people, dis- 
legaiding all the obligations of fiiendship and the stipulations of 
treaty have sent foith then aimies to invade the peaceful pio- 
vinccs of Fgypt, the acknowledged tciiitory of the Ottoman 
Poitc, AMthout uiging the slightest pietcxt to justify this out- 
lage, but on the contiaiy piofessing sentiments of pci feet fiicnd- 
ship and icgaid, these dislmbcis of tlic peace of nations have 
earned A\ai and desolation into the most fiuitful piovmccs of 
the cmpiic, the vcnciatcd sanctuaiy of the Mahomedan faith, 
they have attempted to establish then authoiity upon the luins 
of yoiii ichgioii, they have now unequivocally declaicd then 
icsolution to maintain by foicc what they have acquiied by the 
violation of cvciy pimciplc of public faith, and of evciy maxim 
of civil and ichgious obligation 

I entcitain too high an opinion of youi attachment to the 
mtciests and independence of the paicnt state, and of youi zeal 
foi the suppoit of the ichgion which you icvcic, to believe that 
3'‘ou can have witnessed without indignation and alaim, this 
unexampled instance of the moidmate ambition and peifidious 
conduct of the Fiench nation 
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I am peisuaded you cannot view with unconcein the ambitious 
and encroaching spirit of the French nation which, unresisted, 
must inevitably complete the downfall of the Mahomedan autho- 
rity, not only in Egypt, but in all the neighbouring teiritories, 
and must establish the supremacy of the French power in the 
most sacred seats of the Mahomedan religion. 

It has been the unifoim policy of the French to endeavour to 
disarm the resentment of the people, whose country they have 
invaded, by professing the most amicable intentions, and by pre- 
tending that the sole motive of their actions is to mitigate the 
tyranny of oppressive governments, to establish the independ- 
ence of oppressed nations, and to secure to mankind the full 
enjoyment of civil and religious rights By these insidious arts, 
the French have succeeded in reducing to their absolute power 
many of the states of Euiope, which they have invaded and 
ravaged, without the slightest pretext or piovocation 

They have employed the same means to reconcile the inhabit- 
ants of Egypt to their unprovoked violence and unjust usurpa- 
tion, and they will endeavoui to practice the same peifidious 
policy for the puipose of subjugating the remaining dependencies 
of the Ottoman empire in Arabia 

They will labour to impiess you with a belief of their 
amicable disposition, and of their regard foi the sanctity of 
your leligion , under the pretence of establishing your independ- 
ence, they will endeavour to subvei t your government, and to 
erect their tyrannous misiule upon its ruins 

With the most fiiendly solicitude, I warn you to take 
example from the unhappy fate of other states, and to beware 
of yielding to the insidious piofessions of a nation, which has 
foi felted all pretensions to ciedit by a systematic contempt 
of the obligations of public faith, and of the established law 
of nations, especially by their unprovoked and unjustifiable 
invasion of Egypt 

You have no other security foi the preservation of your 
independence, and for the maintenance of your rights, than a 
determination to lesist the force, and to frustrate the frauds of 
the French nation 

You are called upon, therefoie, by every motive of interest 
and of self-preservation, by every principle of national honour 
and religious attachment, to unite youi efforts with the combined 
exeitions of the British power, and of the Ottoman state, for the 
expulsion of the French from Egypt A foimidable army 

S s 2 
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of Turkish troops is already acting with vigour, for the purpose 
of dispossessing the French of their usurped authority in Egypt, 
and a numerous body of British troops now co-operates in Egypt 
with the army of the Porte, m effecting the expulsion of the 
French from Egypt 

With a view to second the operations of this combined army, 
I have detached a considerable force of European and native 
troops from India, to unite in a joint effort for the expulsion of 
the common enemy This measure while it favours the success 
of the operations to be carried on from the side of Syria and the 
Mediterranean, is calculated to provide for the security of the 
Mahomedan possessions, on the Arabian side of the Red Sea 
As the existence of the Mahomedan dominion m Arabia, and 
the interests of the Mahomedan religion are obviously concerned 
in the expulsion of the French, I cannot doubt that you will 
employ all the resources of your country, and the influence of 
your authority in promoting the success of the projected enter- 
prize , I am the more induced to rely upon your exertions by 
the report which has been made to me by Captain Wilson, and 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, (who w'ere deputed under my 
orders to the Red Sea,) of the friendly disposition which you 
entertain tow ards the British nation 

I trust you will employ every effort to procure and to facilitate 
the despatch of provisions, and of stores to the troops employed 
in the Red Sea, that you w'lll furnish a reinforcement of the 
troops of your country to act wuth the British army, and that 
you will encourage the several chiefs and states in Arabia, and 
in Egypt, to make common cause against the common enemy of 
your nation, and of the British power 

Major-General Baird the commander-in-chief of the Indian 
forces, or a proper person deputed by him, will have the honour 
to deliver to you this letter, and wnll present to you a few articles, 
the produce of Europe, and of this country, as a token of my 
friendship and regard 

I request your favourable attention to the suggestions and 
applications which may be made on my part for your assistance 
in promoting the object of the expedition 

For the rest, believe me anxious for accounts of your w^elfare &c. 

Welles LLY 

(A true Copy ) N B Edmonstone, 

Secretary to the Government 
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7 The Emperor 

93 The Governor- General in Council to the Secret Committee 
of the Honourable the Court of Directors 

Danger of the Fretich availing themselves of the Imperial preten- 
sions Importance of placing Shah Allum and his family under 
British pi'otection 

(Extract ) 

Foit William, 13th July, 1804 

Honouiable Siis, 

67 Your honouiable Committee is aware that the late 
Mahajee Scindiah, after having rescued the unfortunate repre- 
sentative of the house of Timour from the sanguinary violence 
of Gholaum Kaudir, obtained from his Majesty the giant of the 
office of Vakeel ool Mutluck, or executive prime minister of the 
Moghul Empiie, for his Highness the Peishwa, and was himself 
appointed to execute the functions of that office under the title 
of deputy, and that Dowlut Rao Scindiah succeeded to the 
office of deputy Vakeel ool Mutluck, and to the consequent 
control which his predecessoi had established over the person 
and family of the aged and unhappy monarch of Delhi By 
successful mtiigue, M Peiron obtained the office of commandant 
of the foi tress of Delhi, which is the residence of the royal 
family, and thus secured the possession of the person and of the 
nominal authority of the Emperor 

68 Notwithstanding his Majesty’s total deprivation of real 
power, dominion, and authority, almost every state and every 
class of people in India continue to acknowledge his nominal 
sovereignty. The cuirent coin of every established power is 
struck in the name of Shah Aulum Princes and persons of the 
highest rank and family still bear the titles, and display the 
insignia of lank which they or their ancestors deiived from the 
throne of Delhi, under the acknowledged authority of Shah 
Aulum, and his Majesty is still considered to be the only 
legitimate fountain of similar honours. 

69 The pride of the numerous class of Mussulmans m 
India IS gratified by a recognition of the nominal authority 
of the illustrious representative of the house of Timour over the 
teiritories which once constituted the extensive and powerful 
empire of the Moghul, and the Mussulmans are still disposed to 
acknowledge the legitimacy of pretensions or demands, osten- 
sibly proceeding from the authoiity of the imperial mandate 
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70 Under these circumstances, the pci son and authoiity of 
his Majesty Shah Aulum might foim a dangeious instrument 
in the hands of any state possessing sufficient power, energy, 
and judgment, to employ it, m prosecuting views of aggiandize- 
ment and ambition 

71 The Moghul has never been an important or dangerous 
instrument m the hands of the Mahiattas, but the augmentation 
of M Perion’s influence and powci and the giowth of a Fiench 
inteiest in Hindostan, had given a new aspect to the condition 
of the Moghul, and that unfoitunate Prince might have become 
a poweiful aid to the cause of Fiance in India, undei the 
diiection of Fiench agents 

72 The views with which the Government of Fiance picpaicd 
to resume its possessions in India undei the provisions of the 
tieaty of Amiens, weie unequivocally manifested by the extent 
and natuie of the staff and equipments which accompanied the 
officei appointed to exeicise the chief authority over all the 
lestoied possessions of the French in this countiy, and additional 
demonstiations of those views have appealed since the lenewal 
of the war with France No doubt remained that it was the 
intention of the Government of Fiance after the conclusion of 
peace, to establish on the foundation of her possessions in India 
a political and military state, and to strengthen and augment it 
by eveiy piacticable connection wnth the native states of India, 
and by eveiy ait of indefatigable intiigue and systematic 
ambition The system of introducing French adventurers into 
the aimies of the native states, for the improvement of then 
discipline and efficiency, had been found to affoid the leadiest 
and most effectual means of establishing the influence and 
authoiity of the Fiench in the government of those states, and 
of electing an independent teiritoiial and mihtaiy power within 
the limits of a foieign dominion. The extension and improve- 
ment of this system during the continuance of peace, w^ould 
undoubtedly have constituted a pimcipal object of the attention 
of the Government of France in India, and adveitmg to the 
facilities w'hich would be afforded to the views and projects of 
the Fiench by the extent of teriitorial and military powei and 
independence established under the direction of M Pei ion m 
the noith-west of Hindostan, it cannot be doubted that under 
the continuance of peace betw^een his Majesty and France 
and between the British Government and the Mahiatta states, 
the pi ogress of Fiench intrigue, and the aggiandizemcnt of 
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the French power in India, would have been most lapid and 
dangeious to our secuiity In the prosecution of these views, 
the French would manifestly have derived essential aid fiom 
the possession of the peison and family of the Emperor Shah 
Aulum The name of that monarch would have been employed 
to justify exaction, violence and encioachment, and under the 
plea of restoring his Majesty to his hereditaiy dominion, the 
power of France in India might have been diiected to the 
subveision of eveiy state, and to the appropiiation of every 
teiiitory unprotected by alliance with the British nation The 
Emperor might have been compelled to constitute the territorial 
possessions of France in India an independent sovereignty, and 
, under the plea of possessing sovereign authority, the proceedings 
of the Government of France m India might have proved m the 
highest degiee mjuiious to the interests and security of the 
Bi itish Empire in this quartei of the globe 

73 If any doubt could be entertained of the views of the 
Flench m this lespect, that doubt would be removed by the 
tenor of documents obtained at Pondicherry and Calcutta, and 
transmitted by the Governor-General to the Right Honourable 
Lord Hobart, of which copies aie now annexed to this 
despatch 

74 With a view howevei to submit to youi hon Committee’s 
immediate and particular notice a distinct pi oof of the piojects 
in the contemplation of the Government of France with respect 
to the Emperor Shah Aulum, the Governoi -General in Council 
deems it advisable to inseit in this place a translation of an 
extract from one of the documents to which the preceding 
paiagiaph refers 

75 That document is entitled a Memorial on the piesent 
importance of India, and on the most ‘ efficacious means of 
re-estabhshing the French nation in its ancient splendour m 
that country ’ 

76 That document was obtained at Pondicherry from a 
French office! , named Le Febre, who accompanied General 
Decaen to India ‘ Such has been the tieatment received from 
a company of merchant adventurers by the Empeior of Hm- 
dostan, the sole branch of the illustrious house of Timour, so 
revered throughout the East, that his sovereignty is universally 
acknowledged although his power is no moie, and the English 
Company derived its own constitutional power fiom his infinite 
goodness It is evident that Shah Aulum ought to be the 
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undisputed sovereign of the Moghul Empire, as the great giand- 
son of Aurung Zebe, the tenth succession in a diiect line from 
Tameilane This great question with respect to the soveieignty 
of the Empire being decided, it lemains to consider whether it 
IS not possible that the branches of this unfortunate family may 
find at some time protectois, who shall assert their sacred rights 
and break their ignominious chains It will be then that a 
mutual alliance, and a judicious union of powers shall secure the 
permanent sovereignty of the Emperor, and render his imme- 
diate subjects, as well as his tributaries, happy in the enjoyment 
of personal secuiity, and of that wealth which springs from 
peace, agiiculture and a free tiade The English Company, by 
its Ignominious treatment of the great Moghul, has forfeited its 
rights as dewan and treasurer of the Empire , the Nabobs of 
Oude and of Bengal are equally criminal, because they have 
acted as traitors towards their lawful soveieign thus the 
Emperor of Delhi has a real and indisputable right to transmit 
to whomsoever he may please to select, the sovereignty of his 
dominions, as well as the an ears due to him from the English. 
These arrears of the tribute of 36 lacs of rupees, promised by 
the Company, with the mteiest of the country added, will 
amount at this present time to four hundred and fifty-two 
millions tournois, a sum which greatly exceeds the value of the 
Company’s moveable capital ’ 

77 Tne preceding obseiwations may serve to illustrate the 
importance of placing the person, family and nominal authority, 
of his Majesty Shah Aulum under the protection of the British 
Government, and the accomplishment of that arrangement was 
accordingly considered by the Governor-General to be a prin- 
cipal object, though not a cause of the war, and an indispensable 
condition of the peace 

78 Independently of the considerations above stated, ad- 
verting to the degree of veneration with which the illustrious 
descendant of Timour is regarded by all classes of people in 
India, and especially by the class of Mussulmans, and to the 
state of indignity and misery to which that unfortunate monarch 
had been reduced under the oppiessive control of the Mahrattas 
and the French, the Governor-General in Council considered 
among the most important political benefits of that ariange- 
ment, the reputation which the British name would acquire 
by affording an honourable and tranquil asylum to the fallen 
dignity and declining age of the King of Delhi, and by secuiing 
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the means of comfort to his Majesty’s numerous and distressed 
family 

We have the lionoui to be, 

Honouiable Sirs, 

Youi most faithful humble servants, 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow 
G Udny 

94. The Governor- General in Council to the Secret Committee 
of the Honourable the Court of Directors 

Estabhshmeiit of Shah Allum as titnlar King of Delhi 

(ExUact ) 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, June 2, 1805 

The Goveinor-General m Council now submits to your hon- 
ourable Committee the arrangement which has been adopted by 
this government for the purpose of providing for the future main- 
tenance of his Majesty Shah Allum and the Royal family, and 
for the general settlement of his Majesty’s affairs, and the 
principles upon which that anangement is founded 

It has never been in the contemplation of this government 
to derive from the charge of protecting and supporting his 
Majesty, the privilege of employing the Royal prerogative, as 
an instrument of establishing any control or ascendancy over 
the states and chieftains of India, or of asserting on the part of 
his Majesty any of the claims which m his capacity of Emperor 
of Hindostan his Majesty may be considered to possess upon 
the provinces originally composing the Moghul empire The 
benefits which the Governor-General in Council expected to 
derive from placing the King of Delhi and the Royal family 
under the protection of the British Government are to be tiaced 
in the statements contained m oui despatch to your honourable 
Committee of the 13th of July 1804, relative to the evils and 
embarrassments to which the British power might have been 
exposed by the prosecution of claims and pietensions on the 
part of the Mahrattas, or of the Fiench, m the name and under 
the authority of his Majesty Shah Allum, if the person and 
family of that unhappy monarch had continued under the 
-custody and control of those powers, and especially of the 
French With reference to this subject, the Governor-General 
in Council has the honour to refer your honouiable Committee 
to the contents of the enclosure of our despatch of the 13th 
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of July 1804, marked A, and to the 73d paragraph of that 
despatch, in proof of the actual existence of a pioject for the 
subveision of the British empire in India, founded principally 
upon the lestoration of the authoiity of the Empeior Shah 
Allum, under the control and direction of the agents of France 
The difficulty of eveiy project of that natuie has been con- 
siderably increased by the events which have placed the tin one 
of Delhi undei the protection of the honourable Company The 
Governor-General in Council fuithei contemplated the advan- 
tages of leputation which the British Government might be 
expected to derive from the substitution of a system of lenient 
piotection, accompanied by a liberal piovision foi the ease, 
dignity, and comfort of the aged monarch and his distressed 
family, m the room of that oppressive control and that degraded 
condition of poverty, distress, and insult, under which the un- 
happy representative of the house of Timur and his numerous 
family had so long laboured 

Regulated by these principles and views, the attention of the 
British Government has been directed exclusively to the object 
of forming such an arrangement foi the future support of the 
King and the Royal family as might secure to them the enjoy- 
ment of every reasonable comfort and convenience, and eveiy 
practicable degree of external state and dignity compatible with 
the extent of our resouices, and with the condition of dependence 
in which his Majesty and the Royal family must necessarily be 
placed with relation to the British powei In extending to the 
Royal family the benefits of the British protection, no obligation 
was imposed upon us to consider the rights and claims of his 
Majesty Shah Allum as Empeior of Hindostan, and the Go- 
vernor-General has deemed it equally unnecessary and inex- 
pedient to combine with the intended provision for his Majesty 
and his household, the consideiation of any question connected 
with the futuie exercise of the imperial preiogative and authoiity. 

The Governor- General in Council has determined to adopt 
an airangement upon the basis of the following provisions 
That a specified portion of the territories in the vicinity of Delhi, 
situated on the right bank of the Jumna should be assigned in 
pait of the provision for the maintenance of the Royal family. 
That those lands should remain under the charge of the Resident 
at Delhi, and that the revenue should be collected, and justice 
should be administeied in the name of his Majesty Shah Allum, 
under regulations to be fixed by the British Government. That 
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his Majesty should be peimitted to appoint a Dewan and other 
inferior officeis to attend at the office of collector, for the puiposc 
of ascei taming and repoiting to his Majesty the amount of the 
revenues which should be leceived and the charges of collection, 
and of satisfying his Majesty’s mind that no pait of the pioduce 
of the assigned tenitoiy was mis-appiopriated That two courts 
of justice should be established for the administration of civil 
and criminal justice, according to the Mahomedan law, to the 
inhabitants of the city of Delhi, and of the assigned teiiitory 
That no sentences of the criminal courts extending to death 
should be earned into execution without the express sanction 
of his Majesty, to whom the pioceedings m all trials of this 
desciiption should be leported, and that sentences of mutilation 
should be commuted 

That to piovide for the immediate wants of his Majesty and 
the loyal household, the following sums should be paid monthly 
in money, from the tieasury of the Resident at Delhi — to Ins 
Majesty foi his private expences, 60 000 sicca rupees , to the 
heir apparent, exclusive of certain Jagheers, 10,000 do , to a 
favouiite son of his Majesty, named Muza Izzut Buksh, 5,000 
do , to two other sons of his Majesty, 1,500 do , to his Majesty’s 
fifty younger sons and daughteis, 10,000 do , to Shah Newauze 
Khan, his Majesty’s Treasurei, 2,500 do , to Syud Rezzee Khan, 
British Agent at his Majesty’s court, and related to his Majesty 
by mairiage, 1,000 do — Total pei mensem, 90,000 sicca lupees 

That if the produce of the levenue of the assigned teriitory 
should hereaftei admit of it, the monthly sum to be advanced to 
his Majesty for his private expences might be increased to one 
lac of rupees 

That in addition to the sums specified, the sum of 10,000 
rupees should annually be paid to his Majesty on ceitam festivals, 
agreeably to ancient usage 

The Governor-Geneial m Council deemed the arrangement 
proposed by the Resident at Delhi for the establishment of a 
militaiy force for the protection of the assigned territory and 
of the north-western frontier of our possessions m Hindostan, to 
be judicious, and accordingly resolved to confiim those arrange- 
ments, with certain modifications calculated to affoid a provision 
for part of the irregulai force in the service of the British Govern- 
ment, from the expence of which it was an object of the British 
Government to be relieved, and also for a proportion of, the 
European officers heretofore in the seivice of Dowlut Rao 
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Scuuliah. A\ho quitted that sonico uiukn the pioclamation of the 
Go\cnior-Goneial in Council of the 2 i)th August uSo^. 

On the basis of tht<: plan of aiiangomcnt detailed instuic- 
tions ^\ere issued to the Ivcsidcnt at Delhi, undei the date the 
2gd May, with oideis to eatiy it into ctTect, ^Mth the least 
{imcticablc deKiy 

The Goveinoi-Gcnenil in Council entei tains a confident ex- 
pectation that the pioposed auangement and piovision will be 
.satisfactoiy to his iMajesty, and will be consideied tluoiighout 
,ill the states of India to be consistent with the acknowledged 
nistice. liberality, and benevolence of the Ihitish Goveinment 
riie Goieinoi-Gencial in Council also contidently ti lists that 
the pioposed airangeincnt will be sanctioned by the appiobation 
of youi honouiable Committee, and of the honourable the Coiiit 
of Diiectois 

W'e have the lionoui to be. 

Honourable Sira, 

Youi most faithful humble seivants 

Wri.LrsT rv 
G. n. lC\Ri o\v 
G. Unxv, 
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£>5. Tho Bight Hon H. Duudas to tlio Earl of Mormngton. 
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Wmihlcdoii, iSth jMaich, 
[Rocobod aili Aiis;, 17001 

My den Lord, 

-\s the ships at picsent despatched aie undei oiders to sad, 
it depiixes me of the oppoitunily of wnting to von upon the 
impoitant subjects treated of in } oui letteis lately aimed o\ei- 
land 1 hese letteis aie so voluminous that they aie irat yet 
decyplieied , and fiom what is lepoited to me as to the piogiess 
made in deev phonng I li.ue c:ie.it doubts if these desp itches 
will be leadv to be buwnihl undei my view before the ships 
actinllv s.ad I'lom v 0111 general lettei to the Scciet Com- 
mittee I puccive that the MibjeGs of those undecvpheicd 
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papers are of a very interesting nature, and your Lordship may 
be assuied of hearing from me by the first opportunity after 
I have considered them 

It IS my intention, in my present letter, to adveit to some 
of the geneial topics to which you have referred m your letter 
of an eailier date, and the subject of which I may not have 
exhausted m any former communication 

It IS impossible for me not to begin with noticing the letter 
lecently received, enclosing the Treaty you have made with the 
Nizam Your Lordship has long before this time anticipated 
the satisfaction I have derived from that transaction, which has 
been completed m so masterly and effectual a manner Long 
befoie this, I tiust, it has been carried into final execution 
I have long felt uneasy from the circumstance of the French 
force in the service of the Nizam , and it was, perhaps, the 
circumstance of all others which gave me the most uneasiness, 
when I became satisfied that the powerful aimaments under 
Buonaparte were destined for Egypt, as his best road for the 
annoyance of our Indian possessions Your Treaty with the 
Nizam effectually puts an end to every alarm upon that part 
of the business, and whether you consider it negatively as 
removing the French force from our neighbourhood, or positively 
in lespect of the additional strength it affords to ourselves and 
the aid it gives to our finances, it is a transaction which tells 
in our favour in a variety of ways, and was well worth accom- 
plishing at any risk, even if the Mahratta powers had been 
dissatisfied with it I do not, however, see any real foundation 
for their being so, and I trust it will not be long before I shall 
heai that your Lordship has been able, by pioper exertions 
with the Mahrattas, to connect them with the Nizam and us 
still more closely upon the principles of a common interest of 
defensive alliance against Tippoo, and every power in alliance 
with France 

Upon the subject of the Rajah of Berar, it is only necessary 
for me to say, that m so far as my general knowledge and 
recollection of Indian affairs enable me at present to decide, it 
appears to me that he has always been friendly to the British 
interests in India , and I should conceive that in no respect a 
close connection with him can be prejudicial to our defensive 
system, and the desire of preserving the general peace of India, 
which, if it can be observed with honour, is certainly our wisest 
system , and as it is most likely to be distuibed by the hostility 
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of Ttppoo. it of couise follows that evciy connection which 
stiengthcns oin powei against him must be ultimately beneficial 
to the Indian inteiosts of Gieat Biitaiii This natuially leads 
me to advert to the views of Zemaiin Shah, and the situation 
of Scindia as connected with that subject. 

It was some tune ago the fashion, m my opinion, too much 
to undeualue the menaces of Zcmaim Shah lespecting India, 
but I think that opinion is giadually weaimg away as it ought 
to do You aie moie in the way of collecting accumte infoi- 
matioii than I am; but if the Ficnch weic e\ei to obtain such 
a footing as to enable them sei lously to disti css us. I lia\ e long 
thought that it would be a mateiial point of the plan to obtain 
the co-operation of Zemaun Shah And c\ cn if Tippoo himself, 
fioin any misguided ambition, should be induced to imdcitakc 
ain e.vtonsive pioject against us. I must always belic\e that his 
best endeavouis would be used to obtain the assistance oi 
Zemaun Shah. 1 take it foi granted. l\Ii. Jones, at Bagdad, 
tiau'^mits legulailv to India the mfoiination his situation thcie 
enables him to collect . bui m case, by any accident it should 
not have i cached you. I herewith send you a copy of the infor- 
mation^ icccntly iccened fiom him on the subicct of Zemaun 
Shah, and compaiing it with others, it stiongly confiims me in 
the belief of his hostile designs and that we ought to keep a 
\ci\' watchful e\e upon the motions of that rrincc, w'hosc 
talents., mihtaiy foice. and pecuniar}' icsources, afford to him 
the means of being a foimidable opponent. It would be too 
stiong foi me to state, that undei no given ciicumstances our 
own foiccs weic to go bei'ond our owai piovinces and the tciii- 
toiies of the Vi.iei . but the temptation must be veil* gioat, and 
the advantage veiy evident, to induce us to do so The means 
of resisting an\' intended aggiession on tlie pait of Zemaun 
Shah appeal to be the following. Fust, to cncouiage and keep 
up those distractions and animosities within his own teiiitones, 
the appichensions of which must always, to a ceitain degiee, 
keep him in a state of alaim. and whidi obliged him to return 
rapid 1\* fiom his last attempt to invade Hindostan, Secondly, 
evei}' encouragement should be given to the Seiks and Rajpoot 
tubes to haiTass and distress him in his piogiess. But lastly. 


' 'The inforuntion .lUudod to hv Mr. Dundis not haiing been 
lecened in time will be fouvarded under a separate cover 

Y* C \BEIX.' 
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what of all otheis appeals most material is, upon the ground of 
his own dangei, to engage Scindia coidially in that defensive 
system of alliance, which it is our mteiest, by ever}'' means, to 
strengthen and confirm, with a view to the security of our Indian 
empiie It is peifectl};- obvious, that if ever Zemaun Shah gains 
a material footing in Hmdostan, Scindia and his power must 
fall the fiist saciifice to his ambition 

Undei these ciicumstances I do not think youi Loidship can 
do a moie essential seivice to the interests of youi country m 
India than by using youi best endeavours to soothe and heal 
those j airing animosities which annihilate the force of the 
Government of Poonah, and render them an easy prey to the 
lestless ambition either of Tippoo Sultaun or of Zemaun Shah 
Nothing can more effectually tend to secure this object than 
peisLiadmg Scindia to abandon that system of wickedness, 
peifid}^, and intrigue, which he is now pui suing at Poonah, and 
engaging him to return to the caie and piotection of his own 
teriitorics which lequiie his best attention, and must ultimately 
tend to giatify his ambition, and consolidate his powei, more 
than any advantages he can hope to attain by aiming at moie 
remote oi distant objects of ambition I cannot moie stiongly 
convey to youi Lordship the impoitance I attach to the sug- 
gestions I have laid befoie you, than by stating it as my opinion, 
that if you aie able to consolidate in one defensive system the 
Nizam’s powei, the Mahiatta power, and the power of Gieat 
Britain 111 India, we have nothing to fear m that quaiter of the 
globe from any combinations that can be foimed against us 
Upon the subject of Tippoo Sultaun I have little to say m 
this lettei, fuither than to express my approbation of the line 
of conduct you have pursued relative to that restless Prince 
You will have seen long before this, from the letter I wrote to 
you m the month of June last, how much the principles upon 
which you have acted coiiespond with the suggestions I laid 
before you at that time, when the object of Buonaparte’s expe- 
dition was not ascei tamed, but which for the reasons I then 
gave, I was satisfied was intended foi the prosecution of those 
objects which afterwards pioved to be the case The first 
thought which you seem to have entertained, viz , that of 
attacking Tippoo m consequence of his conduct at Mauiitius, 
was a very natuial feeling, and theie can be no doubt that the 
Ambassadois he sent there, and the alliance he appeals to have 
foimed upon principles hostile to us, would have fully justified 
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lU in any measures you might have thought proper to adopt 
IS conduct was tantamount to a declaration of war against us, 
it fetill I think you judged well m not bringing it to that 
tremity By the line of conduct you have pursued towards 
n, you have asserted the piide and honour of the British 
me, which must nevei for a moment be let down , but you 
ve done it in a manner to enable you to leview, deliberately, 
ur resources, and to arrange your force in such a manner as 
11 enable you to act with effect, if the humility of his acknow- 
igments is not adequate to what our power and the justice of 
1 cause entitle us to demand By this delay, likewise, you 
ve accomplished the impoitant point of strengthening the 
nnexion with the Nizam, and of disbanding that pernicious 
ench force which had grown up within his teintory Besides 
IS you have leceived the additional confidence naturally 
julting from the militaiy force which has been sent to you 
•m this country and fiom the Cape, and I likewise trust that 
e bullion which has been sent fiom this country has readied 
u before this time, and has tended to enliven your circulation 
d lesouices It shall not be my fault if much moie is not 
ne in the same line in the course of the present season, but 
do not enlarge upon that subject at present, as I will have 
casion to adveit to it in a letter upon the trade and finances 
India, which I intend to write to you time enough I hope to 
by the present conveyance Neither has the delay been 
lended with any detriment to your affairs 
It IS unnecessary to trouble you with any details with regard 
the situation of the French army m Egypt Our information 
what passes there is so slow and tedious, I trust that the 
2ans which have been taken to supply you with intelligence 
im thence have kept you as well and early informed m India, 
not more so than we are at home, but from what we have 
irnt from various quarters, I flatter myself Lord Nelson’s 
[endid victory, and the exertions of our fleet m the Medi- 
■ranean, leave us little leason to apprehend any danger at 
2sent to India fiom the French force which has landed m 
^pt I trust that army will find its grave m Egypt, and 
asequently as Tippoo must be well informed of those circum- 
inces, you will not find that his expectation of a French 
:cour will add much pride or vigour to his communications 
fch you 

As your Loidship is perfectly < familiar with the different 
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points of which I have tieated in this letter, I have not thought 
It necessary to tiouble you with minute details on each topic, 
but I flattei myself I have said enough to make you perfectly 
acquainted with my sentiments on those ' leading points of 
Indian policy The result of the whole is, that our security 
lests, piimaiily, on our own leputation and power, but that in 
order to lender our exertions efficient and permanent, it ought 
to be our unceasing care to keep the power of the Nizam and 
of the whole blanches of the Mahratta confederacy in a strict 
amity with us foi the puipose of establishing an impregnable 
baiiier against all Asiatic ambition, whether acting separately or 
m co-operation with European allies , as an essential ingredient 
of this system, I have no hesitation in stating that your Loidship 
is wail anted to considei the nourishing and maintaining any 
French force or Fiench men, within any of their territories, as 
an insurmountable bar against any close connexion with us 

It still remains for me to state to you my opinion upon one 
or two separate points on which you desire to be advised. 

You desiie to know what is meant by a consideiable French 
force, which is the expression geneially used m the instructions 
from home on the subject of Tippoo Sultaun receiving French 
force into his country The application of the piinciple to the 
particular occasion must be left to the exercise of sound dis- 
ci etion, but as a general principle, I have no hesitation m 
stating that we aie entitled under the circumstances of the 
present times, to consider the admission of any French foice 
into his aimy, be it greater or smaller, as direct hostility to us. 

I lemain, my dear Lord, 

your’s very faithfully, 

Henry Dundas 

96 The Hight Hon Henry Dundas to the Earl of 

Mornington. 

^Interior admimstratioii of 07 ir different settlements^ Bengal^ 
Onde, the Carnatic, Tanjore, the Northern Circars, The 
Malabar Coast Indian Taxation 

Whitehall, 21st March, 1799. 

[Received at Fort William, 5th August, 1799 ] 

My deal Lord, 

By this conveyance I have troubled your Lordship with a 
despatch on the general system of alliance, which we ought to 
pursue with a view to the security of oui Indian possessions, and 

T t 



64a CAN WE IMPOSE FRESH TAXES IN INDIA ? 

likewise with a despatch on the subject of our Indian finance 
and commerce In the present letter, I wish to bring under youi 
view a few observations on the mteiior administration of oui 
different settlements 

On the subject of Bengal, I have much satisfaction m feeling 
that I have occasion to say veiy little The wise system adopted 
duiing Lord Cornwallis’s administration, and to which I make 
no doubt you will adheie, leaves me no reason to appiehend any 
real danger to the wealth and lesouices of the valuable provinces 
under your immediate admimstiation I think, for the last two 
yeais I have observed, that the arreais of land icvenue were 
somewhat larger than they used to be , I trust this has been 
owing to some accident, and not to any defect in the system of 
permanent secuiity given to the landowneis of India Among 
the many other impoitant benefits expected to arise fiom that 
beneficent plan, a prominent one was the regularity m payment 
of the stipulated jumma, and nothing has ever occuiied to me, 01 
been stated to me, which had a tendency to lessen the prospect 
of that benefit lesulting from it I could not however, lefrain 
from bringing the ciicumstance to which I have referied, imme- 
diately under your view 

As we have limited the extent of land revenue in India, by the 
measure of a permanent settlement, it has sometimes occurred to 
me to 1 effect, that the pimciples which led to the adoption of 
that system, naturally opened a prospect of othei souiccs of 
levenue, in so far as it entitled us to expect an increase of the 
wealth, industry and population of the country Every circum- 
stance which has since happened, has led to the conviction that 
these effects have been produced by it The encreasing produce 
of the revenue on salt, opium and spiritous liquois, all tend to 
corroborate this observation I wish theiefore to direct youi 
attention to considei, and report to me, how far in your opinion, 
there is, eithei m the articles 1 have mentioned, or m any others 
of a similar nature, any prospect of raising more revenue on 
articles of general consumption among the natives of India 
This can never be attempted but with a perfect consideration to 
their happiness and content, and I am likewise awaie that a 
people whose wants are very limited and simple, do not present 
to their Government the same various objects of taxation, which 
exist in other countries differently ciicumstanced It appears 
however, to be a point woithy your consideration, if possible, at 
all times to insure a levenue m India, equal to all the exigencies, 



CUBE REFORMS SUGGESTED DOUBLE GOVERNMENT BAD 643 

not only of our expensive establishments, but for the payment 
of a tribute to this countiy, thiough the medium of a beneficial 
and encreasmg commeice 

The circumstance connected with the Government of Bengal, 
to which one can look with the least confidence is the situation 
of Oude I tiust the late ariangements made by Lord Teign- 
mouth, may enable your Lordship to give further improvement 
to this essential part of our system I have nothing veiy minute 
to suggest 5 all I have to say, is comprehended under two 
general heads The first is, a just and pure admimstiation by 
the Viziei of his own country, m which is comprehended an 
accuiate collection of his leal revenues, and an economical ex- 
penditure of them The second is, that he could be induced to 
keep up an efficient military establishment for the security of 
his own, and oui frontier This object never can be accomplished, 
but by dispel sing his useless rabble, and foiming an army to 
be kept up and disciplined under our immediate supermtend- 
ance. 

Respecting the affairs of the Coiomandel coast, I had so full 
a communication with you before your departure, it is not neces- 
saiy to add much moie at present I think for some time past 
the interior administration of affairs there, has considerably 
improved Their revenues aie encreasmg, their estimates are 
made with more accuiacy, and their accounts are kept much 
more regularly than they used to be , and I have a perfect 
reliance on the assiduity, talents and integrity of Lord Clive, 
that the improvement will be progressive Our chief difficulties 
m the administration of the Carnatic, are, first — the anomalous 
connection in which we stand with the Nabob of Aicot. Secondly, 
a similar inconvenience attending the Government of Tanjore 
Thirdly, the insubordination and distractions so frequently 
prevalent m the northern Circars 

The double government existing in the Cainatic has long 
been felt as a serious calamity to that country. It enfeebles the 
natural resources of the countiy, and above all, tends to continue 
that system of intrigue and consequent corruption which has 
been imputed to the Madras Government so much more than to 
our other settlements It is singular to remaik, that the countiy 
of Oude IS the other part of India, where the purity of the 
Company's servants has been most suspected, and that the same 
circumstance of a double government has always been assigned 
as the cause Consistently with oui treaties with the Nabob of 

T t 2 
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Arcot, we cannot at present materially melioiate his govern- 
ment, but must wait favourable opportunities, and embrace such 
means of conciliation and attention to him, as are most likely to 
accomplish this desirable object We must lay our account with 
being at all times obstructed in our views, by that coiruption and 
intrigue to which I have referred Nothing will counteract it 
but a pure and steady government, acting instantaneously 
against any of the Company’s servants, who may be detected in 
those practices Lord Hobart’s admmistiation was chaiacteiized 
by a very laudable spirit in this respect, and you cannot doubt, 
that the same purity and spiiit will actuate the conduct of Lord 
Clive, who will have the additional advantage of the newly-estab- 
lished judicature to aid him m the punishment of those offenders 
I have always thought, howevei much it has been the fashion to 
clamour against it, that the Supreme Judicature at Calcutta, has 
had very beneficial effects in pieseiwing the purity of the servants 
under that presidency 

The affairs of Tanjoie aie moie simple m their nature, and 
less complicated in their administration It is exposed in a 
certain degree, to the same inconveniences which have been m 
jurious to the government of the Carnatic, but from the lecent 
tiansactions which have taken place there, and from the feelings 
of gratitude which appear to operate on the mind of the Rajah, 
I flatter myself he will be inclined more and more, to listen to 
the admonitions of our government, to whose power and justice 
he IS indebted for his situation If those sentiments legulate his 
conduct, our part is simple and easy, we have nothing to ask 
of him, but a pure and viituous administration of the affairs 
of his country, the effects of which will be equally felt by him 
and us, in the respective interests we have m the prosperity of 
Tanjore 

The noithern Circars have ceitainly never pioduced to us 
those advantages which the extent of the country, and the fer- 
tility of the soil m many parts, entitle us to expect I know not 
to what cause to attribute it, but the inhabitants of some of its 
highei paits seem to be in a state of very uncivilized society, 
and this can only be gradually removed by a steady, just and 
vigorous government We must not too rapidly apply to that 
part of our possessions the same principles of government, which 
have been wisely applied to the moie civilized Piovinces of 
Bengal I believe the same observations may to a considerable 
degree be made, with regard to some parts of the Ciicars, that 
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I shall immediately bung under your view, with regard to the 
Malabar Piovmces 

Fiom the situation of the countries in our possession, on the 
Coast of Malabar, they aie calculated to be either a great 
secuiity, or a gieat annoyance to our power in India, and 
whether they shall be one 01 the other, depends much on the 
manner m which they aie managed 

I lemain, my dear Loid, 

Youi’s most faithfully, 

Henry Dundas 


97. The Earl of Mornmgton to the Eight Honourable 

Henry Dundas 

Foreign and intci naL politics Chicjiy in ansiver to the two last 
Civil Service reform Sndder Com ts Supreme Court 
Also on Finances^ and Commeice 

Foit William, March 5th, 1800 

My dear Sir, 

Although most of the points touched in your seveial de- 
spatches have already been anticipated, either by my letters to 
you, by the communications which I trust you have received 
thiough Ml Wellesley, or by my despatches to the Secret 
Committee and the Couit of Directors, I propose m this letter 
to reply regularly to such of your communications as have not 
aheady been directly answeied by me 

Hyderabad — I leceived with the gieatest satisfaction your 
appiobation of the tieaty of Hydeiabad Subsequent events 
have abundantly confiimed the justice of the expectations, which 
you foimed upon the first view of that treaty It was indeed 
the souice of all our recent successes in India , and even if it has 
in any degiee aggiavated the chaiactenstic jealousy of the 
Mahrattas, it has furnished ample compensation in establishing 
an impiegnable barrier against their power The system on 
which the treaty of Hyderabad was founded, would certainly be 
most effectually completed by the conclusion of a similar en- 
gagement at Poonah, and I am resolved never to lose sight of 
that most desirable object 

The vaiious instances m which the jealous)^ of the Mahratta 
State has lately been disclosed, are rathei to be attiibuted to the 
peculiar character of that nation, and to the singular disposition 
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Arcotj we cannot at present materially melioiate his govern- 
ment, but must wait favourable opportunities, and embiace such 
means of conciliation and attention to him, as aie most likely to 
accomplish this desirable object We must lay our account with 
being at all times obstructed in our views, by that corruption and 
intrigue to which I have referred Nothing will counteract it 
but a pure and steady government, acting instantaneously 
against any of the Company’s servants, who may be detected m 
those practices Lord Hobart’s administration was chaiacterized 
by a very laudable spirit in this respect, and you cannot doubt, 
that the same purity and spirit will actuate the conduct of Lord 
Clive, who will have the additional advantage of the newly-estab- 
lished judicature to aid him m the punishment of those offenders 
I have always thought, however much it has been the fashion to 
clamour against it, that the Supreme Judicature at Calcutta, has 
had very beneficial effects in preseiwing the purity of the servants 
under that presidency 

The affairs of Tanjoie are more simple in their nature, and 
less complicated in their administration It is exposed in a 
certain degree, to the same inconveniences which have been in- 
jurious to the government of the Carnatic, but from the lecent 
tiansactions which have taken place there, and from the feelings 
of gratitude which appear to operate on the mind of the Rajah, 
I flattei myself he will be inclined more and more, to listen to 
the admonitions of our government, to whose power and justice 
he IS indebted for his situation If those sentiments regulate his 
conduct, our part is simple and easy, we have nothing to ask 
of him, but a pure and viituous administration of the affairs 
of his country, the effects of which will be equally felt by him 
and us, m the respective mteiests we have in the prosperity of 
Tanjore 

The northern Circars have certainly never pioduced to us 
those advantages which the extent of the country, and the fer- 
tility of the soil in many parts, entitle us to expect I know not 
to what cause to attribute it, but the inhabitants of some of its 
higher parts seem to be in a state of very uncivilized society, 
and this can only be gradually removed by a steady, just and 
vigorous government We must not too rapidly apply to that 
part of our possessions the same principles of government, which 
have been wisely applied to the more civilized Piovmces of 
Bengal. I believe the same obseiwations may to a considerable 
degree be made, with regard to some parts of the Circars, that 
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I shall immediately bring under your view, with legard to the 
Malabar Piovmces 

Fiom the situation of the countiies m oui possession, on the 
Coast of Malabar, they are calculated to be either a great 
secuiit}^, or a gieat annoyance to our power m India, and 
whether they shall be one or the othei, depends much on the 
manner in which they ai e managed 

I lemain, my dear Loid, 

Youi’s most faithfully, 

Henry Dundas 


97. The Earl of Mornmgton to the Eight Honourable 

Henry Dimdas 

Foicign and internal politics Chiejiy in ansiver to the two last 
Civil Service reform Sndder Courts Supreme Com t 
Also on Finances^ and Commerce 

Foit William, March 5th, 1800. 

My dear Sir, 

Although most of the points touched in your several de- 
spatches have already been anticipated, either by my letters to 
you, by the communications which I trust you have received 
through Ml. Wellesley, or by my despatches to the Seciet 
Committee and the Court of Directois, I propose m this letter 
to reply regularly to such of your communications as have not 
already been directly answered by me 

Hyderabad — I received with the gieatest satisfaction your 
approbation of the treaty of Hydeiabad Subsequent events 
have abundantly confirmed the justice of the expectations, which 
you formed upon the first view of that treaty It was indeed 
the souice of all our recent successes m India , and even if it has 
in any degree aggravated the chaiacteristic jealousy of the 
Mahrattas, it has furnished ample compensation m establishing 
an impiegnable barrier against their power The system on 
which the treaty of Hyderabad was founded, would certainly be 
most effectually completed by the conclusion of a similar en- 
gagement at Poonah, and I am resolved never to lose sight of 
that most desirable object 

The various instances m which the jealousy of the Mahiatta 
State has lately been disclosed, are rathei to be attributed to the 
peculiar chaiactei of that nation, and to the singular disposition 
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of the present Peishwa, than to any foi med aversion to a nearei 
connection with the Biitish powei 

The influence of Scindia has also contributed to frustiate my 
pioposed measuies, because then neccssaiy effect must have 
been to restoic the Peishwa to a ceitain dcgiee of credit and 
powei , and to 1 educe Scindia m the same propoition I have 
no leason to believe that Scindia would be averse to a separate 
connection with us, but not peiceiving any possible advantage 
which could aiise from such a connection undei all the circum- 
stances of the piesent moment, I have taken no steps to culti- 
vate It, while I have avoided any manifestation of an unfriendly 
disposition 

The distractions of the Mahiatta empire must continue to 
mciease, until they shall be checked by foreign inteiference 
No powei in India excepting the Biitish now possesses sufficient 
stiength to inteipose with effect in these dissentions , and I shall 
not be surpiiscd if ultimately the subsidiaiy foice, which I am 
so anxious to establish at Poonah, should be requiied with equal 
anxiety by the Mahratta State, as the only means of lestoiing 
ordei, and of saving the whole of that country fiom plunder and 
desolation 

Ml Colebrooke has now resided seveial months at Nagpoor, 
and I have every leason to believe, that the Rajah of Berar will 
prove well inclined to support whatcvei plan the Bi itish Govern- 
ment may ultimately adopt with rcgaid to the affairs of the 
Mahratta empire 

With respect to the views of Zemaun Shah, the papeis found 
in the palace at Seringapatam have completely justified youi 
opinion of Tippoo’s disposition to obtain the assistance of that 
Prince , and of Zemaun Shah’s inclination to afford it 

For some time to come, I trust that Zemaun Shah will be too 
much occupied at home, to admit of turning his arms against 
Hindostan , and I am inclined to think that the encouragement 
of divisions in his own government, and of hostility between the 
contiguous State of Persia and his dominions, is the system of 
defence against Zemaun Shah on which it is most safe to rely 
under the present circumstances of affaiis in India 

The piofligacy of Scmdia’s chaiacter, the distracted state of 
his councils and armies, and the distress or rather rum of his 
finances preclude the hope of effecting a secuie 01 useful alliance 
with him 

The establishment of a subsidiary force at Poonah would 
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compel Scmdia to return to his own dominions , and m that 
event, it might not be difficult to convince him that his best 
security would consist m imitating the example of the Nizam and 
of the Peishwa, and m placing himself under the immediate 
protection of the British powei 

With lespect to the geneial system of policy to be adopted by 
us m India m consequence of the conquest of Mysore, I shall 
review all the important considerations connected with that 
extensive question m a separate despatch, addressed by some 
future opportunity, either to you 01 to the Seciet Committee 

I conclude, that the power of the Fiench m Egypt is either 
already extirpated, or that you will continue the war until that 
indispensable object shall be completely effected Notwithstand- 
ing the present proud and commanding predominance of the 
British power m India, we cannot expect an uninterrupted con- 
tinuance of tranquillity while France shall be permitted to 
maintain a powei ful establishment m Egypt 

Since I wrote the pieceding paragraph, I have received de- 
spatches from Loid Elgin, dated the 2,2nd December, 1799, by 
which it appears that Kleber lemains m Egypt with i5j 000 men, 
and that Buonaparte is at the head of a new Government in 
Fiance Lord Elgin proposes a powerful diversion fiom India, 
thiough the Red Sea, for the purpose of accelerating the evacua- 
tion of Egypt by the French , but after a full discussion of this 
subject with General Stuart, I am satisfied that it would be an 
useless waste of treasui e and blood to attempt such an expedition 
on a large scale, unless the whole plan of co-operation from the 
Mediterranean had been previously concerted Desultory opera- 
tions against any places retained by the Fiench on the shores 
of the Red Sea may be advantageous, they would neither be 
perilous, nor expensive 

You are already apprized of my entiie coincidence m your 
opinion, respecting the impoitance of Goa , and I trust that you 
will be enabled to give full effect to the measures which I have 
adopted for the purpose of rendering that possession an addi- 
tional source of stiength to the British Empire m India I also 
consider the possession of Dm to be a most desirable object, 
particularly with a view to the coercion of the Piratical States on 
the north-westein coast of the peninsula of India 

Finances — Notwithstanding the large impoit of bullion 
during the piesent season, the expences of the war, and the 
consideiable amount of the 12 per cent securities, coming in 
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course of payment within the cuiient and succeeding year of 
account, have compelled me to continue the system of adding 
to the debt m India, in order to secure a considerable com- 
meicial investment for the ensuing season I have however, the 
satisfaction to assure you, that evciy symptom has concuried to 
confirm my opinion, that the debt in India is likely to become 
moie manageable in eveiy succeeding yeai The loans which I 
have opened at this Piesideiicy duiing the cuiieiit year, have 
been made at a late of mteiest much more favourable than any 
which has been laised since the yeai 179^5 3 -s will appear by the 
terms of the loans of this yeai Although the second loan on 
the same teims is actually open, the state of the public secuiities 
IS now — 
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The distiess for specie has giadually vanished, and private 
Cl edit has proportionably been impioved , and I have been 
enabled to send home with valuable cargoes every legulai ship 
belonging to the Company m India, while on the other hand, I 
have employed the ivhole tonnage which the Port of Calcutta 
could furnish since the month of December, to cany to the Port 
of London, neaily the whole of the goods of individuals, which 
had been tendered for exportation previous to that month, over 
and above the 3,000 tons which the Company is bound by law to 
furnish 

The finances of the Government of Madias have impioved in 
a still greatei piopoition than those of Bengal At that Presi- 
dency they have opened a loan, undei which they have been 
enabled to raise a laige supply The gieat augmentation of 
the resources of Foit St Geoige, under the subsidiary treaties 
of Hyderabad and Senngapatam, and the paitition treaty of 
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Mysoie, togethei with the impiovements in the revenues of 
Tanjoie and of the country of the Polygars will lender the 
finances of that Presidency an object of the highest consideia- 
tion It may also be expected that industiy, population and 
manufactuie, and all the sources of public and private credit will 
take a new spring in our possessions on the Peninsula of India, 
in consequence of oui inci eased secuiity in that quaiter 

To these causes of progiessive piosperity, it is leasonable to 
add the benefits which cannot fail to accrue from the extension, 
to that part of our empire, of the system of judicature and revenue, 
undei which these piovinces have attained so eminent a degree 
of opulence and internal tianquilhty 

I trust that the 8 per cent loan now opened in Bengal, will be 
rapidly filled, and will enable me to provide for all the services 
stated in my several estimates , I expect hereafter to be able to 
borrow money at 8 per cent under the former system of repay- 
ment of the public secuiities according to priority of date 

Notwithstanding these favourable expectations, I am of opinion, 
that the suiplus revenue of India is not likely to afford any con- 
sideiable or certain resource The increasing magnitude of oui 
empiie in India and the continual expansion of every branch of 
our numeious and complicated interests, must preclude any con- 
sideiable reduction of our permanent chaiges civil, mihtaiy, or 
commeicial More cannot be hoped from the utmost exertion 
of vigilance, integrity and ability m any persons to whom the 
government of this empiie may heieafter be entiusted than to 
check, by a seasonable and diligent system of revision, that 
tendency to excess and abuse which is the mheient vice of all 
gieat establishments On the other hand, it is my decided 
opinion, that the gi owing lesouices of India will keep pace with 
the demands upon them 

With lespect to the resource which you expect to derive 111 
India from bills upon the East India Company under the plan 
of lemittance, the prosperous state of public credit m England 
and in India will co-opeiate to lendei that resouice of little avail 
The state of the public funds m England will dimmish the 
desire of remitting piivate foi tunes to England from India in 
pioportion to the increase of the public piospeiity at home, and 
the high degiee of secui ity which our Indian empiie has acquiied 
by the success of the late wai against Tippoo Sultaun, has 
mspiied so geneial a confidence m the stability of the British 
powei in India, that individuals wall think their capital equally 
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safe m India, where it will certainly be more productive than 
in England 

These ciicumstances, added to the vast increase of the export 
of goods fiom India to England will piobably detain much 
capital m this countiy, and letaid the operation of any plan of 
remittance which could be devised 

Piivate merchants, for commeicial purposes, will always offer 
more advantageous terms than the Company, and in time of 
public piospeiity the bills of individuals of undoubted capital 
will be leceivcd by many in piefcrence to bills diawn on the 
Company on teims less favouiablc 

The same causes will natuially tend to maintain, if not to 
increase the present high late of exchange upon bills on England , 
and while the natuial and cuiient latc of exchange shall be so 
much higher (as it is at present) than that allowed by the plan of 
lemittance thiough the Company, it is not to be expected, that 
individuals will lesort to that plan to such an extent as shall 
fuinish any important financial resource 

Commerce — That the export of British manufactures to India, 
undei piopei regulations, might be extended to the amount of a 
considerable resouice, I entertain no doubt, but I must observe, 
that before such an effect can be expected an entiic rcfoim must 
take place in the conduct of the East India Company’s exports 
to India 

The leading points which require minute and diligent care 111 
the management of this blanch of the Company’s affairs appear 
to me to be, fiist, that the goods should be of the first quality, 
secondly, that they should be invoiced at a leasonable and just 
price , and thirdly, that they should be assorted m a manner 
suitable to this market, and confoimably to the indents sent 
from hence 

Under the piesent system the quality of the goods is fre- 
quently defective , for the two last years the invoice price has 
been considerably increased without any correspondent impiove- 
ment m the quality of the goods, and the assortments have been 
injudicious and contiaiy to the indents sent from hence by 
those officers who are best acquainted with the nature of the 
market 

As connected with this subject, m one point of view, I desire 
to call your particular attention to the defective and unser\nce- 
able state of the arms annually exported to India for the use of 
our troops This is a disgraceful evil, and of a most pernicious 
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tendency I am appieliensive that the whole system of the 
Company’s exports to India is rendered subservient to private 
interests at the expense of the public 

Mr Pitt’s Bill for the reduction of the duties upon impoits 
from India has grievously disappointed the expectation of the 
-commeicial part of the community The duty imposed by that 
bill upon the Stigai's, particularly on the coarser sort, is much 
TOO HIGH , and the object of inviting the trade of India to the 
Port of London, will not, I fear, be effected by the general scale 
of duties adopted in that bill 

Internal Administration of Bengal — The increasing 
arrears of the land revenue of Bengal occupied my attention 
immediately after my ai rival m India 

After full consideration I passed a law for the purpose of 
remedying the increasing evil ^ of accumulating balances The 
beneficial effects of it have already been felt to so great an 
extent as to warrant a confident expectation that the stipulated 
income will heieafter be paid with great regularity 

My judgment and experience coincide entirely with youi 
opinion, that the system adopted by Loid Cornwallis has 
proved and must continue to piove a fruitful source of happi- 
ness, wealth, industry, and population to this flourishing country 
That system, however, has still to encounter some avowed and 
many secret enemies , nor have its benefits been yet fully 
lealized, it has not been carried into execution with cordiality, 
zeal, and energy proportioned to its merits , it has 1 eceived no 
aid of collateral institutions calculated to furnish a supply of 
men properly qualified to fill the several stations of judicature 
and revenue , nor has a due and impartial selection been uni- 
formly made of the persons best qualified in the actual state of 
the service to fill such stations as have progressively become 
vacant , nor has the admmistiation of justice throughout the 
provinces been superintended with a sufficient degree of vigilance 
and care 

I have nearly matured a plan with a view to these salutary 
objects The principal measures on which it will be founded 
will be, first, the institution of a Court of Sudder Dewannee and 
Nizamut Adawlut distinct from the Council , but of which the 
Chief Justice shall be capable of sitting m Council, if appointed 
from home to a seat m Council The piovmce of this new Court 
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shall be, not only to leccive and judge appeals, but also to super- 
intend theadmmistiation of justice and the geneial state of police 
in all the infeiioi couits, blanches and dcpaitments of the 
judicial institutions 

It IS my intention to constitute this couit of those persons who 
boie a pimcipal shaie in framing the system so happily adopted 
by Loid Cornwallis Then talents, mtcgiity, and cxpciieiice, as 
well as the pecuhai piopiicty and dignity of their manncis icndei 
them the fittest to hold this distinguished station, to which it is 
my intention to annex the highest lank which the law enables 
me to giant 

The Chief Justice of this new court maj'- heicaftci become a 
membei of the Council in which event he will still continue to pre- 
side in the coin t In the meanwhile I wish to be empowei ed by law 
to give a lank to the Chief Justice of the Sudder Dewannee and 
Nizamut Adawlut, vhich shall place him as neaily as possible on a 
level with the Chief Justice of the Supreme Couit of Judicatuie 

2nd The institution of a_ College 01 Umveisity at Calcutta m 
which the Writeis shall be subject to the rules of collegiate 
discipline foi the fiist two 01 thice yeais subsequent to then 
aiiival, and shall study the languages, histoiy, laws, manners, 
and customs of India, the laws enacted by the Governoi -General 
in Council, and such rudiments of the laws of England as are 
necessaiy to enable the judges thioughout these possessions to 
administer the laws of India in the spnit of the British con- 
stitution 

31 d I piopose to pass icgulations subjecting all persons 
appointed to offices of the judicatuie 01 revenue to public 
examination in the scvcial blanches of knowledge requisite in 
their respective stations, before they shall be entitled to receive 
the emoluments of the office to which they may have been 
appointed 

4th In the several stations of icvenue and judicatuie thiough- 
out the provinces many public officeis arc to be found avowedly 
incompetent to the due dischaige of then duties Some fiom 
ignoiance, natuial incapacity or fixed habits of indolence and 
dissipation, otheis from age and infiimity Such pei sons have 
been suffered to retain their stations under the ordeis of the Court 
of Diiectors, piohibiting the giant of pensions of retreat to the civih 
service This prohibition is contraiy to ti ue piinciples of economy 
The inevitable operation of it has been to fix incapable peisons 
in stations requiring efficiency, and the loss sustained by their 
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negligencies 01 eiiors infinitely ovei balances the expense of pio- 
viding for them at the public charge The application of this 
prohibition to persons who have grown old or infirm in the 
public service is illibecal and ciuel, as well as impolitic On the 
other hand it may, peihaps, be questioned whether those whose 
ignoiance, natural inability, or other defects disqualify them for 
the public seivice, can be entitled to any compensation from the 
state which has aheady suppoited them at a considetable expense, 
under the presumption of their sufficiency to discharge the duties 
for which they 1 eceive emolument 

But viewing the actual state of the civil seriace at this Presi- 
dency, I know that many peisons do not, and never will, render 
justice to the public in the stations which they now hold, although 
it would appeal an act of gieat haishness and rigour to remove 
these persons, without making some provision for them Their 
number is not veiy considerable, it beais no proportion to the 
mischief occasioned by their evil administiation, and by the 
dangerous example which their conduct affbids to the younger 
blanches of the service My intention, therefoie, is (without 
waiting for ordeis fiom home) to remove all persons of any of 
the descriptions to which I have adveited from efrcient office, 
and to provide for them by adequate pensions for life, payable 
to then agents m India on the condition of their returning to 
- England The present allowance to the Company’s servants out 
of employment being payable only to such as reside m India 
would not answer the puipose pioposed Among the seivants 
now out of employment, but lesiding m Bengal, few, if any, aie 
qualified for efficient office , the amount of the pensions to be 
paid under the new plan must bear a just pioportion to the 
period of service as well as to the offices actually enjoyed at the 
period of removal it will be for the Government at home to 
consider whether any permanent plan of pension for civil servants 
retiring from the service in India shall hereafter be adopted 
The measure which I propose to carry into effect, is more 
immediately applicable to the actual state of the civil seivice in 
India , but the principles on which it is grounded may furnish 
the foundation of a permanent system, which shall for ever 
secure this Government against the evils of inefficiency, ignor- 
ance, and negligence in the subordinate blanches of the executive 
administration 

Taxation. — The accounts which you will have leceived this 
year of the levenue on salt will be highly satisfactory to you, and 
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you Will have observed with peculiai pleasure that the levenue 
aiising from the sale of opium has been completely restored by 
the improved system of agency, by the extreme caie applied to 
the manufactuie of the drug, by the due pioportion now preseiwed 
between the quantity manufactuied and the cuircnt demand, and 
by the measure which I have unifoimly earned into effect of 
publicly destroying all such opium as had been declared to be 
adulteiated The pioduce of the two last sales of opium (which 
included the whole annual quantity foi the last season) has 
exceeded that of the most favourable sales of that drug evei 
expel lenced m Bengal, the nett profit to the Company on the 
two sales m Decembei, 1799, and Febiuaiy, 1800, having 
amounted to more than 23 lacs of lupees sterling). 

I have little doubt that this bianch of levenue will continue to 
flouiish under the same judicious sj^^stem, vigilantly administered 
The public service is greatly indebted to Mi. Fleming, second 
Membei of the Medical Board, for his careful inspection of the 
opium, as well as for his vaiious suggestions by which the 
manufactuie has been placed under impiovcd legulations 
You will observe with great satisfaction the considerable 
increase which has taken place in the Government customs at 
Calcutta since my arrival m India This is to be attributed 
entiiely to inci eased caie and vigilance m the business of the 
custom house The customs were placed for some time undei 
the management of Mr Haldane, a Membci of the Board of 
Tiade, who was principally aided by a young gentleman of the 
name of Twining, m lestoiing older to the business of the 
custom-house Mr Twining has distinguished himself veiy 
much in this transaction , he is at present too young m the 
service to be placed m the enjoyment of a salary adequate to 
his meiits, but I shall take the first practicable opportunity of 
promoting him , m the meanwhile I have appointed Mr Dash- 
wood to the collection of the customs. I can rely on his dili- 
gence and integrity, and Mr Twining will act undei him 

It is necessaiy to observe that the right of the Goveinoi- 
General in Council to raise the duties on goods m the Poit of 
Calcutta IS questioned by the laivyers heie, in the present in- 
definite state of our poweis of legislation 

An improvement of the tax upon spirituous liquors and 
intoxicating drugs is now under my consideration, and I have 
little doubt that this branch of the revenue may be much 
increased But here again I feel myself embairassed by the 
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anomalous constitution of this government Under the con- 
struction given to the laws for the ^government of the British 
possessions, it is a received doctrine, that the Governoi -General 
in Council cannot legislate for the town of Calcutta Therefore 
the capital City of this empire must be exempt fiom the opera- 
tion of any law imposing additional duties on the articles above 
mentioned, unless I can contiive to pass such a law under the 
pretext of an impiovement of the duties appropiiated to the 
suppoit of the police I am disposed to hope that sources of 
just and modeiate taxation may be discoveied on other articles 
of general consumption , but this measure must be adopted 
gradually and with great caution I must heie also obseive, 
that although Calcutta must necessarily be the place of the 
greatest consumption, as well as that wheie any new tax would 
be less sensibly felt than in the countiy, the supposed restrictions 
of the law, and the strange conflict of authorities between the 
Supreme Couit of Judicatuie and the Goveinment, preclude the 
possibility of my applying any system of taxation on articles of 
general consumption to the town of Calcutta I trust you will, 
without delay, relieve this Government fiom a piedicament so 
embarrassing 

Police — The Police of Calcutta is now in a deplorable con- 
dition, and if speedy measures be not adopted the town will 
soon 1 elapse into its ancient state of filth and unhealthiness, and 
will again become fatal to European constitutions It is my 
intention immediately to proceed to improve the drains and 
roads, to widen the streets and avenues, and deal away the 
jungles, and remove the tanks and other nuisances situated in 
the neighbourhood of the town These impiovements will neces- 
sarily occasion expense , but it is an expense which the Company 
must incui, or forfeit every title to the character of a wise and 
munificent sovereign In aid of this expense it would be just to 
levy an assessment on the inhabitants of Calcutta , but I have 
already stated that measure to be impracticable in the limited 
state of my powers Various other regulations of police are 
requisite for the preservation of the peace and order of the town, 
even these I shall find it difficult to enforce until my right to 
legislate foi Calcutta shall be rendered indisputable by act of 
parliament 

OUDE — Of the two general heads, undei which you have 
stated the objects of youi anxiety, with regaid to the situation of 
Oude, I trust that the second is now nearly accomplished , 



656 REFORM IN OUDE, AND MADRAS PRESIDENCY 

namely, the substitution of an efficient militaiy force under the 
Company’s authoiity, m place of the Nabob Viziei’s dangerous 
and undisciplined army This reform has not been effected 
without great leluctance on the part of the Vizier, whose cha- 
racter has been displayed on this occasion m the genuine colouis 
of Asiatic treacheiy and falsehood I have nothing to hope fiom 
any other quality m his Excellency’s mind, excepting his ac- 
knowledged pusillanimity, which I flattei myself will induce him 
to submit to the intioduction of such a poition of the Biitish 
authoiity into the management of his countiy, as is indispensably 
necessaiy to the just and puic admimstiation of the Government, 
to the accuiate collection and economical cxpcndituie of his 
levenues , and to the relief of Ins people fiom the extortion, 
ciuclty and oppiession, undei which they now suffer I shall 
heieaftei submit to you a detailed view of my pioccedmgs in 
Oude , at present it may be sufficient to say, that I consider the 
leform of the Vizier’s militaiy establishment to be fai advanced, 
and that in consequence of the success of that piclimmaiy step, 
I enteitain a sanguine hope of being able to cany the same spirit 
of refoim with vigoui and effect into every othei branch of his 
affairs 

Government of Fort St George — I am happy to be 
able to expiess my entiie concuiience in your opinion, with 
legard to the piogiessive improvement of the administration of 
affairs at Foit St George , and I have no doubt that the same 
system will continue to be puisued by Lord Clive and by the 
persons who now constitute his advisers at that Presidency 
My long lesidence at Fort St Geoige, and the coidiahty, 
temper, and honoui of Loid Clive have completely identified 
the two Governments, and I find no moie difficulty m governing 
our extensive possessions on the coast, with all our recent 
acquisitions of teiritoiy and influence, than m legulatmg any of 
the collectorships m Bengal You will obseive, by the public 
proceedings, that I have lately tiansmitted to Fort St George 
detailed orders for introducing into the possessions under the 
immediate Government of that Presidency, the same system of 
internal administration, under which these piovmces have so 
happily flourished I enteitain no doubt, that, under the piesent 
Government at Foit St George, my orders will be carried into 
effect with the utmost degree of honesty, alacrity, and zeal 
The execution, however, of those orders must necessarily be 
imperfect unless accompanied by the application to the civil 
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semce at Fort St Gfeoige, not only of all those subsidiary 
improvements still requisite in Bengab but of otliei remedies 
more peculiaily demanded by the state of the s'eivice at Fort 
St. Geoige My present inclination is to rendei the Court of 
Suddei Dewannee and Nizamut Adawlut in Bengal the 
Supreme Couit of Appeal from all the Company’s possessions, 
and to vest in it the geneial superintendence of the admmis- 
tiation of justice and the legulation of police throughout the 
British empiie in India This ariangement appeals to be well 
calculated to secure unifoimity, consistency, and puiity in the 
conduct of all the suboidmate couits of justice, and in every 
institution of police I do not apprehend that it will be neces- 
sary or expedient to establish any intermediate Couit of Appeal 
at Foit St Geoige between the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut in 
Bengal, and the ordinary Courts of Circuit and Appeal, to be 
instituted on the coast of Coromandel I am also inclined to 
think that the writers destined for Foit St George may advan- 
tageously pass the two first years of then residence in India at 
the Umveisity of Calcutta, where proper professois may be 
established foi their instruction in the languages peculiar to 
the teiritories subject to the immediate Government of Fort 
St Geoige 

The adoption of a plan for pensioning public officers incapable 
of service is lequiied at least as much at Foit St George as in 
Bengal But the peculiar evil now inherent in the constitution 
of the semce at Foit St Geoige is not only unknown m Bengal, 
but directly contiaiy to the fundamental principle on which 
Loid Cornwallis rested all his plans for amending and purifying 
the admimstiation of affairs in these provinces He piohibited 
all indirect and seciet emoluments, and all mixture in pursuits 
of commerce, or of other affaiis incompatible with a due atten- 
tion to the public service , and he established the allowances of 
the public officers on so libeial a scale as might enable them 
not meiely to subsist during the period of their public labours, 
but to realize, with due economy, a competent provision after a 
moderate period of service 

This system is not founded on any principle exclusively 
applicable to the chaiacteis, habits, or interests of the public 
servants in Bengal It is founded in a just and correct know- 
ledge of mankind, for no proposition can be more selKevident, or 
of more universal application, than that the best secuiity against 
the temptation of illicit profit, is to annex hbeial emolument 

u u 
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to honest labour It is, therefoie, difficult to conceive on what 
ground an expectation can be foimed, that the public service 
at Foit St Geoige should be as pure and correct as that in 
Bengal , while the civil servants of Fort St Geoige shall be 
permitted to mix in pui suits foieign to their public duties, and 
while the general scale of the allowances at Fort St George 
shall remain so low as to preclude those piospects of honest 
profit deemed necessaiy in Bengal for securing the integrity of 
the public seiwants I am aware that this remark does not 
apply with so much foice to the commercial as to othei 
branches of the Company’s sennee at Foit St George Some 
of the commeicial allowances have been inci cased at that Piesi- 
dency, on the very piinciple of rendering them so ample as to 
pieclude the temptation of iiregular profit, and yet the irre- 
sistible application of the same piinciple to othci blanches of 
the service at the same Piesidcncy has never been admitted in 
practice, however it may have been acknowledged in argument 
For It can never be supposed that the Company can deliberately 
deem it to be a more incumbent duty of Government to secure 
the honest dischaige of its commercial concerns, than to preserve 
its levenucs fiom peculation, and the admmistiation of its laws 
fiom coiiuption and oppiession It is possible that the limited 
and precarious condition of the revenues of the Presidency of 
Foit St Geoige, and its state of insecuiity during the existence 
of the contiguous hostile powei in Mysoic, may have retarded 
the due consideration of this subject But m the present in- 
creased, and, I trust, progiessive state of the prosperity and 
secuiity of that valuable possession, no such obstacle exists to 
a lefoim urgently demanded by every principle of humanity, 
policy, and justice 

I am convinced that the continuance of the present inadequate 
allowances of the public servants at Fort St George would prove 
an insuperable bar to the impiovement of the revenues, and to 
the due administration of justice in that part of our Empire 
At present the public servants at Fort St George, in most of 
the offices, can find no alternative but poveity or coiruption 
Is It the part of wisdom or honoui in any Government to reduce 
Its servants to such an alternative? During my residence at 
Fort St George a most respectable member of the Board of 
Revenue, Mr Harrington, lesigned his seat at the Board be- 
cause his salary did not afford him the hope of piovidmg a 
competent maintenance foi his family at the expiiation of his 
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service, and he enteied into a Commercial House of Agency, 
withdi awing from the Company s service talents mtegiity, and 
zeal, which had proved highly useful, and might have been 
exeited with inci cased benefit to their affairs I know that 
Mr Cockbuine, (whose abilities, knowledge, and integrity, aie 
not sui passed by any person in India,) entei tains similar inten- 
tions of letiiing fiom the Company’s service And it must be 
evident to your compi ehensive view and long expeiience of 
public affaiis that this evil will be aggiavated in pioportion 
to the inci cased magnitude and importance of the interests 
cntiusted to the management of the public seiwants at Fort 
St Gcoige, and that ultimately a semce so defective must be 
deserted by all who aie not disposed to take advantage of its 
abuses 

The considciation of all these circumstances has induced me 
to call Loid Clive’s paiticular attention to the scale of allow- 
ances at Fort St Gcoige, and it is my intention to accompany 
the institution of tlic new Courts of Judicature at that Pre- 
sidency by a gcneial revision of the salaries of then civil service, 
the lesult of which will, I tiust, enable me to place all the 
allowances on a propei level 

The delay attendant upon the expectation of oiders from 
home and the urgent pressure of the evil will, I trust, sufficiently 
justif}’’ my deteimination to apply, with all piacticable despatch, 
such a lemcdy as shall appeal to my judgment to promise the 
most speedy, beneficial and permanent effect 

I entertain little doubt that the icvenues, under the manage- 
ment of the Government of Foit St Gcoige, will be consider- 
ably improved in all their branches , and that the additional 
expense of pioviding for the important objects stated in the 
preceding paiagraphs will be far overbalanced by the con- 
sequent amelioration of all our lesouices m that quarter 

Carnatic — The double Government of the Carnatic is a 
difficulty which continues to present the most seiious and 
alaiming obstacles to cveiy attempt at lefoim The expecta- 
tion of favourable opportunities of negociation with the Nabob 
of Arcot, and of the effects of conciliation and attention towards 
him will, I am convinced, be ever disappointed by the event 
You lecollect with what sanguine hopes I looked foiward to 
the result of measures adopted in a spirit of mildness and per- 
suasion, but I have found them entiiely vain and fruitless, nor 
can I chciish the slightest ray of hope that such a course can 

U u 2 
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ever prove successful, during the life of the present Nabob His 
Highness is sui rounded by European advisers of the most 
dangerous and profligate character, whose interests are deeply 
involved m the perpetuation of the abuses of his Government, 
and who (amongst other means of perverting his councils) 
labour to inspire him with the notion of a distinction of interests 
and poweis between the Royal Government and that constituted 
by Act of Parliament foi the administration of the British 
Empire m India In all his conversations and correspondence, 
he studiously distinguishes his Majesty’s Government from that 
of the Court of Directors , unifoi mly treating the latter with 
disrespect, and even with iidicule and contempt In my last 
conversation with his Highness he plainly declared to me that 
he considered his Majesty to be his fathei, friend, ally, and 
protector but that the Couit of Directors desired to ‘obtain his 
country any how ’ 

The principles of this distinction are encouraged m his 
Highness’s mind by the letters and embassies which have 
occasionally reached him fiom his Maj'esty through channels 
not only unconnected but avowedly at variance with the Biitish 
Government in India All such letters and embassies have the 
most pernicious tendency to withdraw the confidence and re- 
spect of the natives from the governments in India, and to fix 
their attention on his Majesty’s naval or military officers, or 
such persons (of whatever character) as may accidentally be the 
beaiers of his letters The frequent letteis which his Highness 
the Nabob receives from his Royal Highness the Piince of 
Wales greatly aggiavate the same evil, and it is with the utmost 
concern that I feel myself bound by my public duty to request 
that you will take an opportunity of lepresentmg to his Royal 
Highness that his coirespondence with the Nabob of the Car- 
natic has produced an effect entirely contraiy to his Royal 
Highness’s wishes, and has been highly injurious to the public 
service m India 

Few, if any, of the Company’s servants at Madras are now 
diiectly engaged in the intrigues of his Highness’s Durbar 
The principal and most mischievous agents and counsellors of 
his Highness are to be found among persons who have been 
the bearers of letters to his Highness from England, and among 
the attorneys and low practitioners of the law, who notoriously 
conduct his Highness’s coriespondence with the Government 
Nor can I entertain any expectation that the newly established 
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Judicature at Madias, under its piesent constitution, will in any 
degree assist the Government in lepiessing the intiigues and 
coiiuption of the Duibai My cxpeiience dm mg my residence 
at Foit St George leads me to believe that the poweis of the 
Court of the Recoidei will piove entirely inadequate to the 
detection and punishment of the usuiious and corrupt practices 
which that Court was intended to lepress, while the establish- 
ment of such a Couit will tend to confirm the audacity of 
the tube of pettyfoggers which now infests the Cainatic, and 
governs the Nabob’s Duibai I confess that I cannot concur 
with you in asciibing the puiity of the seivice m Bengal to the 
influence of the Supieme Court of Judicature at Calcutta The 
most coirupt period in the history of Bengal, or peihaps m that 
of any of oui foreign establishments, is to be dated fiom the 
institution of the Supieme Court to the ai rival of Loid Corn- 
wallis, a peiiod of time, dining a considerable poition of which 
that Couit exercised its poweis to then utmost possible extent 
The puiity of Loid Cornwallis’s pcisonal example, and the inte- 
grity and wisdom of his institutions, the inciease of the regular 
and avowed public allowances, the sepaiation of the legislative, 
judicial, and executive poweis of the Goveinmcnt, and the 
consequent subjection of the Government itself to the con- 
troul of its own laws, wcie the leal foundations of the leform 
at this Piesidency This constitution was the source, and its 
opciation has been the secuiity, of that refoim, neithei the 
design nor the execution of the amended system of admims- 
tiation m Bengal was m any degree aided by the co-opeiation, 
influence, or example of the Supieme Court Duiing the 
administrations of Loid Coinwalhs, and of Lord Teignmouth, 
the Supieme Court teemed with abuses of every desciiption, 
and would have afforded a much fittei subject than an instiu- 
mentofiefoim Respectable and honourable as the peison is 
who now presides in that Couit, and eminent as his public 
services have been in the detection and remedy of the abuses 
abetted by his piedeccssois, I cannot discover m what manner 
the influence or authoiity of the Supreme Couit now opeiate to 
prcseiwe the puiity of the service of Government 

The public seiwants look exclusively to the peison in whose 
hands the Government lesides, and to the piactical lesult of 
that constitution which he is bound to administei Undei that 
constitution he possesses ample powers of lewaid and punish- 
ment, and the due exeicisc of those poweis constitutes the 
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Vital principle of the public service, and the sole spring from 
which the purity or corruption of the subordinate officeis must 
ever flow The responsibility of the Governor- Geneial in 
Council to the Government at home, and the conspicuous station 
m which he is placed, sufficiently secure the due exercise of his 
arduous functions 

The Supreme Court possesses no power of rewarding the 
public servants, and with respect to their punishment, it can 
never pioceed vigorously or efficaciously without the co-opera- 
tion of Government , even with that co-operation, the powers 
of the Supreme Court must be limited by the difficulties of 
obtaining legal proof of malversation , and even where such 
proofs can be obtained, the species of punishment which the 
Supreme Court can inflict can neither be so speedy nor so for- 
midable to the public servants as the poweis of suspension and 
subsequent prosecution at home vested in the Government 
Whenever punishment m the form of public prosecution may 
become requisite, I am convinced that it would be much more 
effectually inflicted, if the prosecution were always to be insti- 
tuted in England With regard to petty cases of abuse every 
useful purpose would be answered by a tribunal, independent of 
the Government, but placed towards it in the relation of a mere 
interpreter of the laws of England, modified by such as may be 
enacted by the Governor-General in Council 

The supposed controul of the Supieme Court over the person 
of the Governoi -Geneial never can be exeicised without occa- 
sioning a convulsion in the Government , it is, theiefoie, either 
useless, or dangerous, and every trace of it ought to be abolished 
The extreme cases in which the crimes of the Governor-General 
may lequire the controul of a supeiior authority, cannot be pio- 
vided against in India without the application of a remedy 
infinitely more perilous than the supposed evil , the existence 
of which IS scarcely within the verge of possibility The remedy 
of such cases should be left on the same giound as it stands on 
in Ireland with i elation to the possible personal crimes of the 
chief Governor exercising the sovereign executive powei No 
power in India should appear to be co-ordinate with the Govern- 
ment, and still less to rival or to contiol it 

I shall hereafter address you more in detail on the present 
constitution of the Supreme Court of Judicature, (particularly on 
such parts of it as have pioved practical impediments to the 
exercise of the control of this government over its own native 
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officers, civil and military and native subjects) , but it would have 
been uncandid in me to pass without notice a passage m your 
coiiespondence, i elating to so important a subject, in which I 
have the misfortune not to concur m youi opinion 

I cannot conclude this subject without adding my cordial 
testimony m favour of the moderation, disci etion and propriety 
with which the piesent Court (undei the diiection of Sir John 
Anstruther) has uniformly exei cised its powers, not only without 
a symptom of jealousy, but with every possible attention to the 
dignity, vigour and efficacy of the government , but a power 
radically dangerous ought not to find pi otection m the temporary 
forbearance of those hands m which it is vested 

The duty of communicating to you without leserve. my senti- 
ments on this subject of the utility of the Supieme Couit of 
Judicatuie, has led me to digress fiom the actual state of the 
Carnatic 

I am thoroughly convinced, that no effectual remedy can ever 
be applied to the evils which afflict that country, without obtain- 
ing from the Nabob powers at least as extensive as those vested 
m the Company by the late tieaty of Tanjoie At the death of 
the present Nabob, such a treaty might easily be obtained from 
his successor, (if aftei that event it should be thought advisable 
to admit any nominal sovereign of the Carnatic, excepting the 
Company ) A young man resides at Chepauk, who is treated 
by the Nabob as his Highness’s son This young man is 
certainly the son of a dancing woman, who was received for 
some time in his Highness’s house , and the Nabob declares 
himself to be the father Numeious legitimate descendants of 
Wallajah are m existence The whole question of the succes- 
sion will theiefore be completely open to the decision of the 
Company, upon the decease of the piesent Nabob The inclina- 
tion of my opinion is, that the most advisable settlement would 
be, to place Omdut ul Omra’s supposed son on the Musnud, 
under a treaty similar to that which was lately concluded with 
the Rajah of Tanjore it will however, be expedient that you 
should immediately consider whether it might not be a more 
effectual arrangement to provide liberally for eveiy bianch of 
the descendants of Wallajah and Omdut ul Omra, and to vest 
even the nominal sovereignty of the Cainatic m the Company 

On this subject I request your immediate instructions , which 
you will frame with lefeience to the following most important 
and interesting considerations. 
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Duimg the whole course of the late war with Tippoo Sultaun, 
the conduct of all the Nabob’s officers without exception, 
amounted neaily to positive hostility in every pait of his tern- 
tones thiough which the ]3iitish ainiy, or that of the Nizam 
maiched, oi even in which supplies wcie oideied to be pio- 
cuied oi collected foi then use When complaints weie stated 
to his Highness he piomised lediess, but nevei affoided it in any 
instance 

I was compelled to seize the peisons of some of his pimcipal 
officeis, and to bung them down to Foit St George, fiom 
districts in which our force was not sufficiently considciable to 
furnish an effectual check to then tieasonable practices In all 
distiicts so ciicumstanced his Highness’s officers did not sciuple 
to pioceed to open violence for the puipose of obstructing oui 
supplies 

Duimg this aiduous ciisis, his Highness fiequently endea- 
voLiied to anticipate my complaints by alleging pietended griev- 
ances to justify the conduct of his officeis, but upon examination 
his Highness’s complaints unifoimly appeared to be utteily 
devoid of foundation 

At the most ciitical peiiod of our mihtaiy pi eparations, when , 
every Euiopean and native at Madias, emulated each other in 
aiding the public service *by loan and contribution, his Highness 
could not be induced to advance, even on account of his acknow- 
ledged debts, any assistance to the public treasuiy He indeed, 
with much leluctance, under the apprehension of a cessation of 
all friendly intercourse between him and me, engaged to advance 
a sum on account of his ne.w cavaliy debt , but aftei the most 
solemn protestations of punctuality, he broke his faith with every 
circumstance of infamy and dishonoui, at a moment when this 
violation of his engagements might have pioved fatal to the 
progress of the ai my, if I had suffered myself to be so far the 
dupe of his repeated assurances, as to have relied in any degiee 
on their performance for any pecuniaiy supply of the troops in 
the field 

During the whole of this period, I have every reason to be 
confident that his Highness possessed the ready means of satisfy- 
ing a much moie considerable demand, than I had deemed it 
expedient to make upon him 

It was perfectly evident duimg the progress of our success, 
that his Highness derived no satisfaction from the triumph of 
our aims , and it is remarkable that he never appeared m public 
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at the celebration of any of the lejoicmgs occasioned by the 
glorious teimination of the wai 

Whatever suspicions of his Highness’s personal disaffection to 
the British Government might have been warranted by all these 
combined ciicumstances, I was lather disposed to attribute them 
to the weakness of his goveinment, or to the corruption and 
mtiigues of his advisers than to any spirit of positive treachery 
in his own disposition , but the records of the late Tippoo Sul- 
taun, which fell into our hands after the capture of Seringapatam, 
have fuimshed me with the most authentic and indisputable 
evidence that a secret correspondence of a nature the most hostile 
to the British power, was opened with Tippoo Sultaun by the 
late Nabob Wallajah towards the close of his life, thiough the 
agency of Omdut ul Omia the piesent Nabob 

Omdut ul Omia appeals to have been extiemely zealous and 
foiward in the conduct of this seciet intercourse during the life of 
his father, and no question can be entertained that the late 
Nabob, as a piincipal, and Omdut ul Omra as an agent, were 
guilty of a flagrant violation of the treaty of 1792 , as well as of 
the fundamental piinciple of their connection with the Company 
Omdut ul Omia was a party to the tieaty of 1792, and on that 
circumstance founds all his present rights. Sufficient pi oof 
appeals that Omdut ul Omra, after his accession, manifested a 
disposition to maintain the correspondence commenced by his 
fathei thiough him , and I entertain no doubt that his objects 
in that coirespondence were of the same hostile and treacherous 
character, as they had been previous to the death of his father 
The proof arising from written documents of his overt acts of 
hostility since his accession, is not so full and distinct as that 
which 1 elates to his former agency But this defect may be 
supplied by oral testimony, as all the necessary witnesses aie 
alive and in our hands 

No doubt exists in my mind, that the British Government 
would now be completely justified, in depriving the Nabob of 
all power over his country, and reducing him to the state of a mere 
pensioner 

The only questions which remain for decision are the time of 
carrying this measuie into execution, and the amount of the pro- 
vision to be made for the Nabob, for his descendants, and for 
those of Wallajah As soon as you shall have leceived this 
letter, I lequest you to despatch an express to me with your 
opinion, although mine is so decided, that I shall not wait for 
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the communication of yours, if the season should appear to me 
to be favourable foi the gieat measuie which is now become in- 
dispensable on every pimciple of justice and policy 

Tanjore — With respect toTanjorc, the tieaty which I framed 
previous to my depaituie from Foit St Geoige, and which has 
since been carried into effect by Loid Clive, will, I tiust, place 
the administration of the affaiis of that countiy on an improved 
foundation The difficulties which I encountered m obtaining a 
coirect and consistent account of Tanjoie, aie scaicely to be 
described or imagined 

Aftei a most tedious enquiiy, I brought the several contending 
parties to a fair discussion (oi lathcr to a bitter contest) in my 
presence , and aftei an aigument which lasted thiee or four days, 
I proceeded to leview the whole case in a regular manner, ad- 
verting to eveiy fact and argument on both sides of the question. 
At length the contending paities unanimously concuiied in the 
expediency and justice of the treaty, in the form in which it has 
been concluded. 

A question will arise with icspect to the unregistered debt of 
the late Rajah of Tanjoie I am inclined to believe that some 
branches of that debt, as well as that of the unconsolidated debt 
of the Nabob of the Carnatic, are at least as well entitled to con- 
sideration as any pait of the debt sanctioned by parliament. 
The subject merits your attention I shall not feel myself at 
libeity to act upon it without orders fiom home , but I am satis- 
fied that you will find some cases of great hardship among many 
rather deserving prosecution than payment 

CiRCARS — The Northern Circais, according to the icport of 
the Board of Revenue at Foit St. Geoigc, are now in a state to 
leceive the same principles of goveinment, with some local 
modifications, which have been applied to Bengal The new 
settlement now about to be introduced upon the coast, will 
therefore include that vast tract of countiy It ma}'’ be con- 
venient to observe to you m this place that my determination to 
lender the new settlement of the land revenue on the coast 
perpetual, without previous reference to the Court of Directors 
was founded on intelligence from Mr Cockbuine that the terror 
of such a reference would render all settlement impracticable, 
and above all would entiiely frustrate the sale of the Havelly 
Lands 

Malabar — The condition of the coast of Malabar has been 
so entirely changed by the conquest of Mysoie that the piinciples 
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stated in your despatches to the Government of Bombay, and in 
Geneial Stuait’s lettcis to you, are no longei applicable to the 
actual circumstances of that distiict The conquest of Mysore 
will, I trust, enable us to settle Malabar and Canara on a sys- 
tematic and durable plan of government The subject is now 
undei my consideration One piinciple howevei, I ampeisuaded 
will appeal as evident and incontrovertible to your mind as it 
does to mine , that whatevei may be our ultimate determination 
with lespect to the power of the seveial Rajahs^ it must appear 
to flow fiom the geneiosity, justice and power of the Biitish 
Gov^cinmcnt , and not to be deiived from a timid submission to 
the lefractoiy spiiit of any lebellious tributary 

Communication with England — If the war with Fiance 
should be pi oti acted, and Buonapaite continue at the head of 
affaiis, I am persuaded that some attempt will be made by 
Fiance against our Indian empiie A regular monthly despatch 
overland fiom London to India will, m that event, be of the 
utmost impoitance Indeed, undei any circumstances, a speedy 
and certain communication between England and India, appeals 
to me to be an object in which the interests of both countries are 
deeply involved My opinion is, that, in addition to the de- 
spatch overland, monthly packets should be established to sail 
regularly both from Euiope and India They might carry small 
cargoes and passengers, which, with the piofits of postage on 
letteis, would more than defray their expence 

In reviewing your coirespondence, I have not thought it neces- 
saiy to leturn any particular replies to your seveial letteis of 
recommendation The receipt of them is noted in the annexed 
memorandum. Being in possession of your principles with respect 
to recommendations, I do not think any further explanation 
necessar)^ 

I remain my dear Sir, &c 

Mornington 

98 The Marquess Wellesley to Lord Castlereagh. 

Geim'al vindication of territorial acquisitions during Lord 
W dlesley's administration 

Fort William, Dec 15th, 1803 

My deal Lord, 

Your Lordship has been already apprized of the motives 
which had induced me to continue in this government beyond 
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the peiiod of the month of Januaiy 1803, with a view to the 
impoitant ciisis of afifaiis which had occuiied m the Mahiatta 
empire Subsequent events have pioved that I was not mis- 
taken with legal d to the impoitance of that ciisis, and to the 
natuic of m}^ public duties as connected with it 

I leceived with gieat satisfaction the determination of his 
Majesty’s ministeis, and the Couit of Diiectois upon the late 
settlement of the Cainatic 

Youi Loidship and the public being m full possession of the 
mfoimation upon which my decision respecting the affaiis of the 
Cainatic was foimed, I cnteitam no doubt that a coricct judg- 
ment will be dehveied upon the issue of any public discussion 
iclativc to that settlement Having exercised my judgment 
upon the question to the best of my ability, my duty appears to 
me to be completely dischaigcd, and I ictain no fuithei solici- 
tude upon the subject than that such an aiiangcment of the 
affaiis of the Cainatic as may appear to Parliament to be just, 
wise, and honouiable, may be seemed upon permanent founda- 
tions 

Youi Lordship’s superioi undcistanding, and your high sense 
of the public interests and honoui, have already led you to 
draw a just conclusion fiom the tiansactions in the Carnatic , 
and I am satisfied that )^oui sentiments on that subject will be 
confiimed by fuithcr dchbeiation, and will be maintained with 
the ability and eneigy, which have always distinguished your 
public opinions 

The act of 1793 dcclaics, that the ‘puisuit of schemes of 
conquest and extension of dominion m India, is lepugnant to 
the wish, the honoui, and policy of the nation ’ This declara- 
tory pieamble mtioduces the icgulation of pi eventing the com- 
mencement of hostilities in India, m the conclusion of tieaties of 
guaiantee involving the contingency of wai without the express 
command and authority of the Couit of Diiectois, or of the 
I Secret Committee 

No inference can be drawn fiom the lettei 01 spirit of the act 
of 1793, to pieclude the extension of the British teiiitories m 
India, by just and legitimate means, unconnected with schemes 
of conquest and 11 regular ambition 

The extension of teiiitory which followed the conquest of 
Mysore m i799j niight otherwise have been condemned on 
similar grounds That conquest as the lesult of a .just and 
necessary war, and the tiansfer of the enemy’s dominions to 
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our authority, although involving considerable extension of tei- 
iitoiy, was never deemed for that leason to be inconsistent with 
the policy of the act of 1793, but was declared to be justified by 
the same principles which had justified the commencement of 
the war 

With the Nabob of the Carnatic, and with the Rajah of 
Tanjoie subsidiaiy engagements were concluded by Lord Corn- 
wallis in 1792, which eventually stipulated for a consideiable 
extension of the teiritory of the Company, in the contingency 
of ultimate failure on the part of those princes m the regular 
payment of the subsidy, but it never yet has been contended 
that in the event of such failure, it would have been incon- 
sistent with the policy of the act of 1793, to have insisted upon 
the right of the Company to demand the execution of those 
articles of the lespective subsidiary treaties, which either in 
direct terms or by manifest implication entitled the Company 
to an extension of territory in commutation of the subsidiaiy 
payments 

The Company on various occasions, with the authority of his 
Majesty, has expressed great anxiety to commute the subsidies 
of the Cainatic, and Tanjore, for adequate teiiitorial security. 
It never has occuned until the present moment, to represent 
such a commutation as in any degree repugnant to the wish, the 
honour, or policy of the nation, 01 to the letter or spirit of the 
acts of legulation 

On my arrival m India in April 1798, I endeavouied in con- 
formity to my original instructions from the Court of Directors, 
to obtain a commutation of this nature m the Carnatic Your 
Lordship is apprized of my repeated and anxious effoi ts to effect 
this object, and you are also informed that m pursuing it I fol- 
lowed the steps of Lord Hobart’s government, which had pro- 
ceeded also undei the commands of the Couit of Diiectors. 

Lord Hobart and I were equally unsuccessful, but our efforts 
have received the most unequivocal and frequent testimonies of 
public and official approbation, nor was an attempt ever hazarded 
to represent our endeavouis for the improvement of the subsist- 
ing subsidiary engagements of the Company m the Carnatic, as 
a systematic violation of the act of 1793, although the success 
of those endeavours must have been accompanied by an exten- 
sion of the teiritory of the Company in India 

In the settlement of Mysore upon concluding subsidiary en- 
gagements with the Rajah of Mysoie, I have already declared in 
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my, letter of the 3d of' August 1799, to the Count of Directors, 
that my expiess purpose was to facilitate the diiect control of 
the Company over the whole teriitory of Mysoie, with a view to 
the moie effectual security of the subsidy In fact, the tenitory 
governed in the name of the Rajah was actually annexed to the 
Company’s dominion, by that article of the subsidiaiy tieaty of 
Sermgapatam, which empoweis the Company at any time to 
assume the diiect management of the whole countiy But this 
treaty has not yet been quoted to piove the existence of a 
systematic plan of tciritoiial acquisition inconsistent with the 
policy of the act of 1793 

In Tanjore, I effected in the year 1800, a commutation of 
subsidy founded on the spii it of my 01 iginal instructions respect- 
ing the Carnatic, and accoidingly the tenitory of Tanjoie was 
annexed to the Company’s possessions 

In the yeai 1800, a new tieaty of subsidy v as formed with 
the Nizam , adverting to the unifoim policy pursued by the 
Company since the act of 1793, to the tenor of my instructions 
lespecting the Carnatic, and to my experience of the evils 
resulting from the existing systems of subsidy in Oude and the 
Cainatic. I foimed the subsidiary tieaty with the Nizam upon 
the piinciple of obtaining tciritorial security for the payment of 
the subsidy, instead of depending for the safety of those funds 
on the piecaiious powei, and imperfect administiation of an 
Indian Government 

The new treaties with the Rajah of Tanjore, and with the 
Nizam, have not hitherto been aiiaigned on the grounds recently 
stated 

The treaties of Surat, and the treaties with the Guikowai, 
were founded on similar principles with those of Tanjore and 
Hyderabad, substituting teiritoiial security for an engagement 
to pay the amount of the subsidy fiom the treasuiy of the state. 

The light to conclude a subsidiary engagement with the Gui- 
kowar was derived from that stipulation of the treaty of Salbye, 
which constitutes the Company to be the guarantee of the 
succession and government of the Guikowar state 

The new subsidiaiy tieaty concluded with the Nabob of Oude 
in November 1801, lested on the same foundations, and effected 
a commutation of all the Nabob Vizier’s engagements with 
respect to subsidy and aid m war, for a cession of territory 

The treaty of Bassein recently concluded with the Peishwa 
proceeds on the same grounds In renewing the ancient alliance 
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between the Peishwa and the Company, it has constituted that 
alliance by a subsidiary engagement, and by a teriitorial cession 
formed upon the improved plan of policy repeatedly sanctioned 
by the authority of his Majesty, and of the East India Company, 
and already effected with other dependent states, m preference 
to that defective scheme of subsidiaiy alliance which had pro- 
duced innumerable evils in various paits of our dependencies in 
India, which for many years had constituted an annual theme of 
lamentation for all the governments m India, and for the 
honourable Court of Directors, and the policy of which appeared 
to have been exploded by the deliberate wisdom and long 
experience of that sage body 

The transfer of the civil and military government of the Car- 
natic to the Company, was wai ranted by the justice and necessity 
of that proceeding, founded upon the forfeiture incurred by 
Mahomed All, and Omdut ul Omia, and upon the dangers which 
menaced the security of the Company’s rights on the coast of 
Coromandel, in consequence of the tieacher}’- of those faithless 
and abandoned characters The justification of this pioceeding 
rests upon principles similai to those by which war is justifiable 
against any public enemy, and the extension of territory which 
accompanied the prosecution of a just and legitimate public 
light, cannot be condemned upon any principles correctly derived 
from the act of 1793 

In piosecuting the just rights of the Company against the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, I lesorted to my original instructions 
respecting the Cainatic , and I framed the new settlement with 
reference to the acknowledged expediency of effecting commu- 
tation of the subsidy for territoiial security, and of lescumg 
the Carnatic from the evils of divided government and con- 
flicting power, by establishing over that province one distinct 
authority m the hands of the Company, with a liberal pro- 
vision for the Nabob and his family I am at a loss to compre- 
hend the application of the act of 1793, to any part of this 
transaction 

The acquisitions of territory which have been accomplished m 
India during my administiation, have proceeded either from the 
successful prosecution of war, or from forfeiture m consequence 
of the violation of dependent alliances, or lastly from the im- 
provement of existing, or the formation of new tieaties of 
subsidy and guarantee The first description includes those 
provinces and possessions of Tippoo Sultaun, retained by the 
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Company under the paitition tieaty of Mysore The second 
desciiption consists of the possessions of Omdut ul Omia in 
the Carnatic, and the last comprehends the teiiitoiies com- 
muted foi subsidy by the Rajah of Tanjoie, by the Nizam, 
and by the Nabob of Oude, and the teriitoiies ceded in payment 
of subsidy by the Nabob of Suiat, by the Guikowai, and ulti- 
mately by the Peishwa 

The lecoids of the Company will fuinish your Loidship with 
sufficient evidence that eveiy extension of teiritoiy acquiied 
undei each of these classes, has oiigmated in principles not only 
stiictly confoimablc to the act of 1793, general 

maxims of justice and policy, applicable to our Indian 
empiie 

No extension of teiiitoiy has been acquiied othciwise than 
by the piosecution of just and necessary wai, or of just and 
legitimate public right , the lesult of these acquisitions has 
not involved the necessity of defending any tcrritor}’-, which 
had not previously furnished inci cased means of offensive wai 
to oui enemies, 01 which we wcie not previously bound to defend 
eithei by the obligation of positive tieaty, 01 of our own manifest 
mteicst Oui means of defence in every case aie now greatly 
augmented, by the annexation of the civil and military govern- 
ment of the teriitoiies, from which ne deiive the military 
resource applicable to defray the chaige of their lespective 
protection and secuiity 

With legard to the question of the floating debts of the 
Nabob of the Cainatic, I have already intimated my opinion 
to Mr Addington, as far as it appeared to me pioper to oft'ei 
any opinion, while the settlement of the Cainatic remains in 
suspense m Pailiamcnt, aftei a public notification of an inten- 
tion to subject that settlement to the result of a parliamentary 
enquiry. 

I tiust that your Lordship will not lecognize any part of the 
Nabob’s unconsolidated debt, without pievious investigation 
under the authority of the legislatuie When that authority 
shall have been furnished, I shall be full)^ prepaied to offer my 
sentiments on every bianch of the subject 

In the meanwhile I have the honour to enclose foi your Loid- 
ship’s notice, extiacts of the opinions which I have alieady 
communicated to Mr Addington in a private letter 

I cannot suppose that the condition of the Company with 
relation to any part of its teintoiial possessions m India, can be 
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consideied to be similar to that of a piivate individual pro- 
prietor of a landed estate The Company with relation to 
its teiiitory in India, must be viewed in the capacity of a 
sovereign powei If any other principle be lecogmzed, and the 
Company be permitted to hold the nominal sovereignty of 
India, endless confusion must ensue, in such an extiemity no 
possible lemedy could save this countiy from anaichy and rum, 
but the instantaneous assumption of the direct executive power 
of the Biitish possessions in India, by the Crown of the United ^ 
Kingdom 

If any accommodation with the Nabob’s creditors should 
be attempted, it appears to me that the proposition which I 
offered to the Nabob Omdut ul Omia, in my letter of the 34th 
of Apiil 1799, would form an eligible basis of such an aiiange- 
ment But in the piesent ciicumstances, it would not be 
advisable to recognize any pait of the debt, without previous 
enquiiy undei authoiity from Parliament to the Court of 
Directors, and from the Couit of Diiectois to the Government 
General 

Youi Loidship’s observations respecting the settlement of Oude, 
and the conduct of Mr Henry Wellesley m the negotiation of 
the treaty with the Viziei, and in the supeimtendance of the 
provincial government of that country, have afforded me the 
highest satisfaction On this subject youi Lordship has leceived 
such ample details by the Swallow packet, as pieclude the 
necessity of any further lemark from me 

It has been a matter of great surprize as well as of consider- 
able satisfaction to me to have found myself enabled within so 
short a space of time to establish the regular civil authority of 
the Company, in a country of which the disorderly and lawless 
state under the government of our ally the Vizier had long 
afforded occupation to the mam body of the aimy of Bengal, 

I should have deemed it a reasonable compiomise for the 
Court of Directors, to have secuied the settlement of the 
country, and the regular introduction of their civil servants at 
the expiration of a military commission of the duration of five 
or seven years 

I feel however consideiable pleasuie m asbuimg your Loidship, 
that although the tranquillity of that piovmce is not yet com- 
pletely secured, and although the final settlement of the Doab 
may hereafter requii e the employment of authority, great advan- 
tages have been deiived m the prosecution of the present war, 

X X 
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from the improvements alieady accomplished in the state of 
Oude, under the opeiation of the commission over which Mr. 
Henry Wellesley presided 

With legard to the policy and justice of the treaty of 
Lucknow, and to the lecent settlement of Oude, youi Lord- 
ship’s letter (to which I have now the honour to reply) 
expi esses a sanguine hope that I shall receive the approba- 
tion of the honouiable Court On this question, as on the 
subject of the Carnatic, my duty has been completely dis- 
charged, by applying the most assiduous exeition of my 
judgment to the formation of a settlement on pimciples 
which appear to me to be just, expedient and desiiable, and 
by submitting to the Couit of Diicctois the grounds of my 
decision I enteitam no fuither anxiety on any part of this 
question, than that the public interests m Oude should be 
saved for my countiy, and if the honouiable Couit should be 
pleased to condemn the arrangements by which I have saved 
those interests fiom rum, I tiust that the wisdom and justice 
of that body will amend my eiiors, and leform the piesent 
government of the ceded provinces 

My correspondence with the Seciet Committee upon the 
subject of Finance, embiaces cveiy point stated by 3'’our Loid- 
ship upon that impoitant question No doubt can exist that if 
the piime cost of investment in India be regularly supplied with 
bullion fiom Euiope for a few yeais, eveiy object in your 
Lordship’s contemplation will be fully secured. 

War with Fiance, unless extended to India by active opera- 
tions of the Flench, will not mateiially retard the piogiess of 
your Loidship’s plan foi the reduction of the debt 

War m India must be expected to pioduce a temporary delay 
The wai m which we are now engaged has however been 
attended with so large and immediate an increase of revenue, 
that I trust our accounts at the close of the year will appear 
highly favourable , and as an early peace may be expected on 
terms of consideiable advantage, and of peimanent duration, 
the ultimate lesult of your Loidship’s plan for the 1 eduction 
of the debt will I trust, be lather acceleiated than letarded by 
the events of the present war 

I cannot close this letter without 1 epeatmg to youi Lordship 
the sincere expiessions of my high respect, and entiie confidence 
It IS due to that confidence to appiize your Loidship, that you 
will find the piimaiy object of all my views to be, the success of 
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your Lordship’s just, and wise plans for the prospeiity and 
honoui of this empiie 

I have the honour to be, 

with gieat respect and regard, 
my dear Lord, 
always yours most faithfully, 

Wellesley 


VIII SUPREME AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS 

99 The Governor- General m Council to the Honourable 

Com’t of Directors 

Constitution^ Functions, and Reform of the Supreme 

Government 

Honourable Sirs, J"')' 

The great pressure of the numerous and impoitant duties now 
perfoimed immediately by the Governor-General in Council, 
has induced us to take a review of the constitution of the 
Government-General, considered as the supreme authoiity in 
India 

It has been his Lordship’s object in this leview to determine 
what duties now executed immediately by the Goveinoi -General 
in Council ought still to be performed by him , what duties 
ought to be delegated to other establishments, and lastly to 
make a peimanent provision for the due discharge of those 
duties which the Governor-General in Council must necessarily 
retain, as well as of those which it has been deemed advisable 
he should relinquish 

In the discussion of these impoitant questions we have not 
hesitated to consider the extensive and valuable possessions 
to the government of which the Company have succeeded, as 
a great Empiie To view those possessions m any other light, 
must, we are persuaded, always lead to the most erroneous 
conclusions as to the principles of policy by which they ought 
to be governed 
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The early administration of the Company succeeded to the 
despotic power of the native piinces. 

Those princes, as in othei despotic governments, united in 
their own persons the whole legislative, executive, and judicial 
powers of the State, and exercised them according to the 
dictates of then own disci etion 

No foim of Government could be so ill adapted to these 
countiies when they became dependent possessions of the 
Biitish Empire, subject to be governed by persons occasionally 
deputed fiom the Mother Countiy. 

Expel lence of the evils attendant on this foim of Government 
conducted by a delegated British administration, led to the 
modelling of the Govcinmcnt of Bengal, on piinciples drawn 
from the Biitish constitution 

A distiibution of the legislative, executive, and judicial powers 
of the state, analogous to that which forms the basis of the 
British Constitution, was made the foundation of the new con- 
stitution of the Goveinment of Bengal 

Consideiations, however, arising out of the nature of our 
situation in this countiy demanded that these fundamental 
piinciples of the British Constitution should be introduced with 
a variety of modifications 

The lines between these three authorities were distinctly 
drawn, but it was obviously necessary that the Governor-General 
in Council should cxeicise exclusively the entire legislative 
authority 

But at the same time that we excluded our native subjects 
from all paiticipation in the legislative authority, abundant 
security was afforded to them, that the exercise of that authority 
would always be diiected to their happiness and benefit 

The confirmation of their ancient laws in all matters con- 
nected with then religious prejudices, or their domestic lelations, 
formed one of the first acts of the Governor-General in Council 
under the new constitution 

Provision was also made foi ascertaining the sense which the 
people might entertain of the laws and regulations enacted for 
the goveinment of the country, by the authority given to the 
judges of all the Courts of Judicatuie to propose such general 
oi local laws as, from their intercourse with the natives in the 
administration of justice, might appear to them necessary to 
promote the public happiness and prosperity 

As an effectual security against every abuse of the legislative 
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powei vested in the Goveinoi -General in Council, it was made 
a fundamental piinciple of the new constitution, that he shall 
print and publish eveiy legislative Act m a form which rendeis 
him responsible to his country for the unjust or unwise exercise 
of that power 

The executive authoiity was of necessity also exclusively 
vested m the Governor-General in Council 

No check can be imposed on the Governoi-Geneial m Council 
in the exercise of this authority m the legulation of oui con- 
nection with the foreign States of India But as our own 
mteiest, and that of our subjects with regaid to those connec- 
tions aie necessaiily the same, they have the best secuiity that 
the most effectual means will always be taken to protect the 
countiy from foreign enemies. 

With legal d to all acts of the executive power as they relate 
to the mteinal goveinment of the country, the people possess 
the same secuiity against any infimgement by this power of the 
lights and principles which have been granted to them by the 
laws, as IS enjoyed under the British Constitution. 

It was judged advisable, howevei, to restiict the controul over 
the executive authority to cases actually piovided for by the 
legulations But as legislative piovisions aie made for all cases 
not included m the existing laws as such cases aiise, the dis- 
cretionary power which the Governor-Geneial in Council may 
now exercise in cases of that natuie, must m progiess of time 
entirely cease 

As constituting the Courts of Suddei Dewanny Adawlut and 
the Nizamut, oi the chief civil or criminal Couits, the Governor- 
Geneial m Council also exeicises a large portion of the judicial 
power 

Ihe reasons which oiiginally occasioned the continuance of 
the entile legislative and executive authoiity m the Governor- 
General in Council, are obviously of a peimanent natuie 

Theie is no change m our situation m this country, which 
can be supposed, in which it would be expedient to admit any 
part of our native subjects to participate in the legislative 
authoi ity with the Goveinoi -General in Council 

The same principle applies to the executive authority of the 
Governoi -General in Council, as far as regards the lelations of 
the British possessions with foieign states It can never be 
expedient that our native subjects should be allowed to inter- 
fere m those relations, or that any local lestrictions should be 
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imposed on tlie Goveinoi-Geneial m Council, in the conduct of 
them 

With legal d to the executive authority of the Govcrnor- 
Geneial in Council, as far as relates to the internal government 
of the country, this authoiity can only be vested m him But 
the natuie of our situation affords additional leasons for sub- 
jecting the executive authoiity in this bianch giadually to the 
complete controul of the law, in the same mannei as that 
authority is lestiicted by the laws of the Biitish constitution 
While oui political secuiity demands that the entire legislative 
and executive authoiity should continue to be vested exclusively 
in the Governoi-Gcneial in Council agreeably to the principles 
of the existing constitution it is at the same time a satisfaction 
to know, that under the checks which aie imposed on the 
Goveinoi-Gencial in Council 111 the excicise of these powers, 
the union of them m his hands, (notwithstanding the objections 
to which this union may be liable m thcoiy) is perfectly com- 
patible with the ends of good government 

Theie aie no ciicumstances however connected with our 
political situation m this countiy, which lequire that the 
Goveinor-Gcneral in Council should continue to exeicise any 
poition of the judicial authoiity 

It is equally necessarj?- to the happiness of the people, to the 
piospeiity of the countiy, and to the stability of the British 
Goveinment, that such laws as the Goveinoi -General in Council 
may sanction m his legislative capacity, should be administered 
with ability, integrity, impartiality and expedition 

All the provisions made by the Biitish constitution foi pre- 
cluding the legislative and the executive powers of the state, 
fiom any mteifeicnce in the administration of the laws, are not 
only applicable to the government of this country, but, if it were 
possible, demand to be strengthened 

An efficient contioul may be exercised from England over 
the conduct of the Goveinoi -General in Council, in his legislative 
capacity But no effectual controul can be exeicised ovci him 
m the administration of the laws, and he may render the laws 
altogethei nugatory by abuses, omissions, or delays in their 
administration 

It is essentially necessaiy that the security of piivate rights 
and property should be rendered altogether independent of the 
characters of those who may be occasionally placed at the head 
of your affairs m this countiy This however, can nevei be the 
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case, while the Goveinor-General m Council who makes the law, 
and whose acts in his executive capacity, as well as those of the 
long tiain of officers who exercise authority under him m that 
capacity also, constitute the chief couits which controul the 
general administration of justice 

No inconvenience can aiise from divesting the Governor- 
General 111 Council of all immediate interference m the adminis- 
tration of the laws, while he has the power of alteimg at his 
pleasuie the law itself 

These objections to the exercise of any judicial power by 
the Goveinor-General m Council, are founded on geneial and 
established pimciples of government , but other considerations 
render this duty incompatible with the proper functions of the 
Governor-Geneial m Council 

The administiation of justice m open court, is one of the 
pimcipal secuiities foi its due administiation 

The constant appearance of the Governor-Geneial m Council 
in an open court of justice would be incompatible with that 
dignity which, to render him competent to the conduct of the 
government, it is essentially necessaiy that the peison invested 
with the supreme executive and legislative power should main- 
tain, not only in the estimation of the people immediately 
subject to Ins government, but also of the foieign powers 

The piesence of the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council m open 
court, would prevent the pleading of causes with becoming 
fieedom No native pleader would venture to contest his 
opinions, and the will of the Governor-General, and not the law 
would be considered as the lule of decision 

As the Governor-General must necessarily be often unac- 
quainted with the languages of the country, this circumstance 
alone would rendei it impracticable foi him to pieside at trials 
m open court, unless it should be determined that the trials 
should be conducted in English, and by English pleadeis 

In consequence of these circumstances, the Courts of Sudder 
D'ewanny Adawlut, and Nizamut Adawlut are held in the 
council chamber Neither the paities nor their pleadeis aie 
m any cases present The pioceedings are translated into 
English, and read to the members of the Court who pass their 
decision, which the register records 

The necessity of making these translations constitutes the 
chief cause of the delay m the decision of the causes which 
are brought before the chief civil and criminal courts The 
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tianslations cannot howevei be dispensed with foi the reasons 
above stated. They are also requisite for lecord and tians- 
mission to England, as they now constitute the only check on 
the Governor-General in Council in the admmistiation of the 
Jaw, but for these consideiations, no tianslations of the pro- 
ceedings on tiials would be necessaiy 

But theie is anothei object, unconnected with any of the above 
considerations, which is of itself sufficient to establish the neces- 
sity of divesting the Goveinor-Geneial in Council of the judicial 
authority now exeicised by him 

A conscientious dischaigc of the duties of the Suddei Dewanny 
Adawlut, and the Nizamut Adawlut, would of itself occupy the 
whole time of the Goveinoi -General in Council 

The pi Opel duties of these couits aie not confined to the 
detcimination of the causes which aie bi ought befoic them It is 
also then duty to supeimtend the conduct of all the othei courts, 
to watch over the geneial police of the country, and to frame 
foi the consideration of the Goveinoi -Geneial in Council, new 
laws as cases may aiise demanding furthei legislative piovisions 
When youi Honourable Couit shall adveit to the extent of 
your dominions, to then population, to then glowing prosperity, 
and to the consequent multiplied concerns of individuals, it will 
at once be evident that it is physically impossible that the 
Governor-Geneial m Council can ever dedicate that time and 
attention to the duties of these courts, which must nccessaiily 
be lequisite for their due discharge 

It IS impossible to have the benefit of a legulai and systematic 
government without numeious laws, and for the due administra- 
tion of those laws, the necessaiy establishments must be provided 
Of the value of a system of government founded on these 
principles as connected with youi permanent interests, a com- 
petent judgment may be foimed by a comparison of the present 
state of youi territoiies m Bengal, with that of your ancient 
possessions on the coast of Coiomandel, as described in the able 
report of the Boaid of Revenue at Fort St George, forwaided to 
your Honouiable Court by this despatch 

These considerations have induced us to determine, undei the 
sanction of the clause of the act, of the year of the 

reign of his piesent Majesty, that the Goveinor-Gcneral, and the 
membeis of council shall not constitute the Couit of Sudder 
Dewanny Adawlut m future, but that distinct judges shall be 
appointed to preside in that court, with all the powers and 
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autHoiities now exeicised by the Governoi -General and the 
members of council, as the judges of that couit 

We have also detei mined, that the same judges shall constitute 
the Court of Nizamut Adawlut, with all the powers now exercised 
by the Governor-Geneial and members of council, as judges of 
that court 

The adoption of this arrangement will establish the prosperity 
of youi dominions m Bengal, on the most solid foundations 
Your Honouiable Couit will yourselves be able to exercise the 
most effectual controul over the Governor-General in Council in 
his legislative capacity, as his acts printed and published come 
under your revision His executive authoiity as far as regards 
the internal government, will be subject to the contioul of the 
laws, and the due administration of the laws, will be secured by 
the courts appointed to administer them being rendeied entirely 
distinct, both from the executive and legislative authority, at the 
same time that the conduct of the judges of the superior courts, 
will be subject to the most vigilant controul on the pait of the 
executive power 

The necessity of divesting the Governor-General in Council of 
the exercise of any judicial authority at some future period was 
foreseen at the first establishment of the present constitution It 
will accordingly appeal, that throughout the code of regulations 
the powers of the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut and the Nizamut 
Adawlut are so framed, as to admit of these courts being at any 
time constituted m the manner now proposed But the cautious 
spirit which will be found to pervade every part of that constitu- 
tion, wisely left these judicial powers to be exercised by the 
Governor-General in Council, until circumstances should dictate 
the necessity of his relinquishing them 

The establishment of the new Courts of Sudder Dewanny 
Adawlut and Nizamut Adawlut, providing for the discharge of 
the judicial duties now exercised by the Governor-General in 
Council, the only point connected with the subject of this address 
which remains to be considered, is the permanent provision to be 
made for enabling the Governor-General m Council to execute 
the legislative and executive duties which are still to be performed 
by him 

The duties of the Governor-Geneial m Council m his legislative 
capacity, are first, the framing of such laws or regulations as may 
occur to him to be necessary for improving the internal govern- 
ment of the country Secondly, the consideration of such laws or 



68a EXECUTIVE DUTIES OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

regulations as may be pioposed to him by any of the Courts of 
Judicatuie, oi othei authoiities empowcicd to propose legulations 
In a despotic government the will of the luling power stands 
m the place of law, but when it becomes the fundamental 
pimciple of a government, to be guided by written and defined 
laws, eveiy case which occuis, for which no piovision is made, 
and every defect discoveied in the existing laws, calls foi the 
inteiposition of the legislative authoiity 

Numcious cases noAV demand that inteiposition, but it is un- 
avoidably withheld, fiom the vaiious avocations of the Governoi- 
Geneial in Council, lendcring it impossible to give his attention 
to the seveial cases, or defects, oi to make the necessary Icgis- 
latne piovisions foi them 

The supciintendancc of this important duty, on the due per- 
formance of which depend the happiness of the people, the extent 
of youi resouiccs, and the stability of your empire, will m future 
devolve chiefly on the new Court of Sudder Dewanny Adawlut 
and Nizamut It will be the province of the Govcinor-Gcneral 
m Council to deteimine on the expediency of adopting the regu- 
lations which may be submitted to him by these courts, or by the 
othei authorities empowcied to piopose regulations 

The duties of the Governor-Gencial in Council in his executive 
capacity consist of — fiist, his duties as exercising the executive 
authority of the government of the Biitish possessions m India. 
Secondly, his duties as the chief lepiesentative of the Company 
m India, m then commeicial capacity 

The fiist-mentioncd duties must be considered, as they relate 
to the conduct of the relations between the British power m India, 
and Foieign States , and secondly, as they arc connected with 
the internal government of youi own possessions 

The glorious teimmation of the late wai m Mysore, and the 
events which pieceded it, have not only widely extended your 
political relations, but have established the ascendancy of the 
Biitish power over all the States of India 

The maintenance of this ascendancy, necessarily demands the 
constant and vigilant attention of the Goveinoi -General in Council. 

The public records afford abundant testimony, how gieat a 
proportion of the time of the Governor-Geneial m Council must 
necessarily be occupied by this most important duty 

The executive duties of the Goveinor-Geneial in Council as 
connected with the internal government of the British posses- 
sions of Bengal, comprise the management of the public revenue. 
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the supeimtendance of the general finances of India, the regula- 
tion of the aimy, and the infinite vaiiety of miscellaneous business 
which falls under the cognizance of the executive authority in 
every government 

The general controul exercised by the Governor- General in 
Council over the civil and military affairs of the subordinate 
governments, forms another impoitant branch of these executive 
duties 

The two suboidinate governments may be considered with 
relation to the supreme government as dependent states The 
nature of the controul exeicised over those governments, cor- 
responds in many material respects, with that exercised by 
the Clown, with legard to the American and West Indian 
possessions 

It IS essential that this controul should be extended to all 
matters in any lespect connected with the unity, strength and 
stability of the British power in India 

The various questions arising out of the settlement of our 
recent conquests, of our connection with the dependent power 
established in Mysore, and lastly, the introduction of the con- 
stitution of the mteinal Government of Bengal, into the Biitish 
territories, subject to the Governments of Fort St George and 
Bombay, demand at piesent a more than ordinary attention 
of the Goveinor-Geneial in Council, to the affairs of those 
governments 

Another bianch of the duties of the Governor-Geneial m 
Council m his executive capacity, is the superintendance of the 
suboidinate settlements, and of our acquisitions from the French 
and the Dutch 

As the chief 1 epresentative of the Company m then com- 
mercial capacity the Governor-General in Council has the imme- 
diate supeimtendance of their commercial concerns in Bengal, 
and exeicises a general control over the provision of the invest- 
ment at the other piesidencies, including a consideiable degree 
of attention to then affairs in China 

The establishment attached to the Governor-General m Council 
in his legislative and executive capacity, for the conduct of these 
various and important duties under ciicumstances peculiarly 
aiduous and critical, has hitherto consisted of a secretary, and 
four sub-secretaries. The assistants under these officers aie 
necessarily incompetent to afford them any effectual aid, in their 
more important duties 
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From the constitution of these offices of sub-secretary, these 
offices were not acceptable to persons of any pietensions m the 
respective departments, either ffiom their rank m the service, or 
from their talents They have accordingly for the most part been 
filled by junior servants, necessarily incompetent to afford any 
efficient assistance in the execution of the duties of government 
It is of the greatest importance to the public interests, that the 
establishments of the several departments immediately connected 
with the legislative and executive capacity of the Governor- 
General m Council should be so constituted, as to ensure at the 
head of the respective depaitments, the assistance of men of 
ability, integrity and experience competent to the due conduct 
of the ordinary duties of the government 

Establishments so constituted, will foim a great check to 
negligence or misrule , at the same time, that they will always 
be powerful instruments in the hands of those who are zealous 
m the promotion of the public mteiests , 

The Governor-General m Council therefore determined to make 
the situations of the public officers, who are to be his instruments 
for the conduct of the government of the British possessions in 
India, offices of high honour, and of the first emolument 

This was the only mode of enabling the Governor-General in 
Council to command the services of men of the first talents and 
ability, in the respective depaitments 

As connected with the principle of relieving the Governoi- 
General m Council from all unnecessary labour of detail, our 
attention has been drawn to the number of papers which it has 
been the practice for the Governor-General in Council to attest 
with his own signatuie Much of the time of the Governor- 
General in Council is occupied unnecessarily 111 the signature 
of these papers, and the despatch of the public business is often 
considerably impeded m obtaining his signature to them 

We have accordingly determined, that all public papeis shall 
be authenticated by the signature of the secretary to the depart- 
ment From this geneial rule however, we have of course 
excepted our addresses to your honourable Couit, and to the 
subordinate Presidencies and all othei papers, to which con- 
siderations of respect to superior authority, or other circum- 
stances, may render it proper that the signatmes of the Governor- 
General m Council should be affixed Conformably to this 
determination, youi honourable Court will find the sets of the 
public proceedings which are transmitted to you, attested by 
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the secretaries of the respective departments, by older of the 
Governor- General in Council, instead of being signed by the 
Governor- Geneial and the members of council 

In this review of the constitution of the supreme Government 
of the Company’s possessions in India, it could not escape the 
Governor-General in council, that the wisest system of govern- 
ment will but imperfectly answer its ends, unless means are at 
the same time taken for providing persons duly qualified for the 
conduct of the system 

It would be useless to enter into any argument to prove that 
the same geneial qualifications necessary for the first political, 
judicial, financial and commercial stations m Europe, are equally 
requisite for the due discharge of the duties of similar situations 
m India 

Youi honourable Couit can yourselves form an adequate judg- 
ment how far your servants are in geneial competent to discharge 
these high offices You know at what age they are sent from 
England, and what are at that period their qualifications for the 
offices to which they are destined You are also apprized how 
far the occupations on which the first years of their residence 
in India are employed, are calculated to give them these quali- 
fications 

Your servants are nominated to the highest stations of civil 
government, without any test of their possessing the lequisite 
qualifications for the discharge of the functions of these offices 
No such test could now indeed be required, none having been 
prescribed, and no means having been afforded to individuals of 
acquiimg the necessary qualifications for public stations 

In consequence of this serious defect m the system of your 
government, it has been the practice to transfer your servants 
from one line of the service to another, with little regard to the 
qualifications for the offices for which they have been selected 
No imputation attaches in this respect to your governments 
Among those from whom the selection was to be made, there 
could not possibly exist any material ground of preference 
It IS far from our intention in these obseivations to 1 effect on 
the general talents, character, or integrity of your servants on 
this establishment. Whatever may be their deficiencies, they 
are not ascribable to themselves, but to the nature of the service 
Great exertions indeed have been made by individuals, and it 
affords matter of astonishment, that under such disadvantages 
they should have acquitted themselves with so much ability and 
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success, m situations which in Europe are to be attained only by 
regular and systematic education and laborious exertions 

It IS obvious that an education exclusively European or 
Indian, would not qualify your servants for the situations which 
they are destined to fill The foundation of their education 
must be laid in England, and it must be completed sys- , 
tematically after their arrival in India 

The Governor-Geneial in Council has, therefore, determined 
to found an establishment at this Presidency, of the nature of 
a collegiate institution, for the purpose of enabling the servants 
of the Company to perfect themselves m those acquirements, 
which form the necessary qualifications for the different lines of 
the semce, m which they may choose to engage It is our 
intention that the junior servants shall be attached to this 
institution for a certain period after their arrival, instead of 
being employed m the unprofitable occupation of transcribing 
papeis, and abandoned to the dictates of their own disci etion, 
both with regard to their moials and acquirements 

An institution of this description will ensuie a succession of 
men, equal to the support of the great interests of the Company, 
and of the British nation in India 

The above observations with legard to the education and 
qualifications of your civil servants m Bengal, for the conduct 
of civil government apply with equal force to your servants 
under the other Presidencies Under our instructions to Fort 
St George, of the 31st December last, and the orders which we 
have It in contemplation to issue to Bombay, the civil servants 
on those establishments will be shortly called upon to exercise 
the same important functions, as the civil servants in Bengal 
Whether it will be advisable to bring the junior servants 
attached to the Establishments of Fort St George and Bombay 
to Bengal in the first instance, in order to enable them to 
acquire the necessary qualifications here, or to found institutions 
for the purpose at those Presidencies, is a question which will 
demand further consideiation 

When the details of the plan of the intended institution shall 
have been arranged, we shall lose no time m forwarding it to 
your honourable Court As it cannot fail to redound equally 
to the honour and happiness of the civil servants, as well as to 
promote the solid and substantial interests of the Company, and 
of the nation, we feel the strongest conviction that it will meet 
youi approbation 
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As connected with the subject of forming the characters of 
your servants, we cannot omit to notice the state of your 
religious establishments in this country. 

The sentiments which have occurred to the Governor-General 
regarding these establishments, will hereafter form the subject 
of a separate addiess to your honourable Couit from his 
Loidship 

It IS of the last importance to the stability of the British 
power in India, that these establishments should be placed on 
the most respectable footing Such establishments will cherish 
in the minds of the servants of the Company, a sense of moral 
duty, and teach those who fill important stations, that the great 
public duties which they are called upon to execute m India, 
are not of a less sacred nature than the duties of similar 
situations in their own country In proportion as persons 
holding such situations are bi ought to entertain these high and 
worthy notions of their functions, and to consider themselves 
as more especially accountable to that Being, whose instruments 
they are in the government of a large portion of the human 
lace, in the same degree will they discharge their duties with 
zeal, diligence and integrity 

We feel that it would not only be impolitic, but highly 
immoral to suppose that Providence has admitted of the estab- 
lishment of the British power over the finest provinces of India, 
with any other view than that of its being conducive to the 
happiness of the people, as well as to our national advantage 

In proportion as the policy and conduct of the British Govern- 
ment shall correspond with these beneficent intentions, we are 
persuaded that its power will acquire increasing stability 

Impressed with a deep sense of the justice and wisdom of 
these principles, we aie confident that it will always be equally 
for the interests of the Company, and of the British nation, that 
they should constitute the basis of the system of our Indian 
Government, and that consistently with the considerations of 
a well regulated economy, we ought never to withhold that 
portion of the resources derived from these valuable possessions, 
which may be found indispensably necessary for dispensing to 
them the invaluable blessings of civil order and good govern- 
ment 

We have the honour to be, &c 

Wellesley and Council. 



688 EXCLUSIVE PROVINCE OF GOV -GENERAL IN COUNCIL. 

100. The Earl of Mormngton to Lord Clive. 

Relations of the Supreme to the Subordinate Governments. 

(Extract ) (Most Private and Confidential ) 

^ , Fort William, July 2Qth, 1798 

My Lord, j / ^ 

Having tioubled youi Lordship with so much detail upon the 
subject of the internal Government of Foit St Geoige, I shall 
proceed to state some consideiations with regaid to the nature 
of the relation between that Government and the Governoi- 
Geneial in Council of Bengal Your Loidship is, I doubt not, 
perfectly conversant with the piovisions of the law on this point , 
I shall theiefore adveit meiely to the piactical principles result- 
ing fiom those provisions, and I am anxious to explain my 
sentiments to youi Lordship upon this head in the earliest period 
of your government, not only because the greatest inconveniences 
have lesulted to the public service fiom misunderstandings of the 
distinct practical duties of the two Governments, but because I 
know that a faction exists at Madias, whose constant endeavoui 
has been and will be assiduously employed to foment those 
misundei standings into a systematic spiiit of jealousy and con- 
tention 

All measuies relating to the geneial defence and protection of 
India, to the system of our alliances, and of our negociations 01 
intercourse with the native poweis, to the levying war or making 
peace, to the general administration of the revenues of all the 
Presidencies, to the employment of the military force, and finally 
to eveiy point affecting the geneial interests whether civil, 
military, or political of the Company’s possessions, form the 
exclusive duties aiising out of the supei intending power of the 
Governor-General in Council For all measures of this desciip- 
tion, he alone is responsible , and therefoie the duty of the other 
Piesidencies, with regard to such measuies, consists in a cordial 
co-opeiation in the execution of that, which it is the peculiar 
province of the Governor-General in Council to deteimine The 
Governor-General being m possession of the whole supei m- 
tendence and contiol, as well as of the means of comprehending 
in one view the entire state of the Company’s empire and tiade, 
and of all the vaiious considerations and circumstances which 
may affect either, must frequently issue instructions, the funda- 
mental principles and final scope of which cannot at first sight 
be fully understood by the other Presidencies m such cases 
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(as well indeed as m any of those already described), I am 
persuaded that your Lordship will concur with me in thinking 
that the duty of the other Presidencies can never be to mix 
direct 01 indirect censures with then formal obedience to the 
legal authority of the Governor-General in Council still less 
can it be then duty, to anticipate his decisions by the prematuie 
interposition of their opinions and advice in any quarter, where 
such interference may counteract the success of his general plans, 
and may introduce all the mischiefs and confusion of divided 
councils, and of conflicting authority The examination of the 
records of the late Government of Fort St George, will manifest 
to your Lordship a constant tendency towards this fatal error , 
and even since my arrival in Bengal, I have found it necessary 
to restrain the symptoms of the same disposition in two in- 
stances , the one a lettei written to Admiral Rainier, without 
any previous concert with me, suggesting a plan of operations 
for his Majesty’s squadron entirely incompatible with my views 
for the general protection of our possessions The other, a letter 
to me in Council, containing both direct and indirect censures of 
the ordeis which I have lately issued for assembling the army on 
the coast , a measure indispensably necessary, and founded on a 
variety of leasons, of which the Government of Fort St. George 
could not at that time comprehend either the nature or extent 
Under your Lordship’s admmistiation, I am confident that no 
such embariassment can ever occur With the same freedom 
which I have used throughout this letter, I will state to you 
distinctly the mode in which I propose to conduct the inter- 
course between the two Governments, with a view to secure their 
cordial co-operation, and to preclude the possibility of distrac- 
tion Every endeavour shall be used on my part to communi- 
cate to your Lordship the fullest and earliest intelligence of the 
nature and object of any measure which I may have in contem- 
plation, either with relation to your particular Government, or 
to the general interests of the whole British Empire in India 
These communications will be made to your Loidship through 
the channel of my private correspondence On the other hand, 
I make it my earnest request to your Lordship, that whenever 
any such communication shall be delayed, you will attribute the 
delay either to the absolute necessity of the case, or to my views 
of the public service , and that you will therefore have the good- 
ness to prevent the Government of Fort St George from pro- 
ceeding to take any steps upon matters belonging to my exclusive 

Y y 
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responsibility, without a full previous communication with me, 
and without being' apprised of my concurrence In your Lord- 
ship’s private correspondence, I trust that your Lordship will 
permit me to hope for the advantage of your unreserved opinion, 
not only with respect to all matters within your own peculiar 
charge, but to any point which you may think essential to the 
general interests of the Biitish Empire m India, and I assure 
your Lordship most sincerely that I shall always leceive your 
private suggestions as personal favours In regulating your 
public correspondence, I request that your Lordship will advert 
to the suggestions contained in this letter, and that you will 
exclude from the public records every indication of jealousy and 
counteraction On my part you will always find a sincere dis- 
position m every transaction, both public and private, to consider 
your Lordship^s authority as a part of my own, and to repel 
every attempt to disunite the two Governments 

I have the honour to be. Sic 

MORNINGTON. 


101 The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Honom’able Henry 

Addington 

Serious dangers involved in the direct assumption of Indian 
patronage by the Directors, or the Boai d of Control, 

(Extract ) 

Cawnpore, Jan lo, 1802 

My dear Sir, 

The proper office of the Court of Directors is to superintend 
and control the local governments of India m the exercise of 
the power of appointment to the various executive offices of 
this country, as well as in every other branch of the executive 
government 

It was not m the" contemplation of the legislature, by the act 
of 1 793} fo vest in the Court of Directors the direct power of 
nomination to every office in the local government of India , the 
power of nomination to such offices, and indeed the whole civil 
and military government are in distinct terms vested by the 
act of 1793 Governors m Council of the three Presidencies, 

subject to the local contiol of the Governor-General m Council, 
and in Europe to that of the Court of Directois, and of the 
Board of Commissioners for the affairs of India 



PATRONAGE BELONGS TO THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT 69 1 


The Couit of Diiectors may certainly issue orders directing 
the government of India to appoint any paiticular peison to any 
executive office m India, but the government on the spot ought 
to possess and to exercise the same free disci etion with legaid 
to the execution of such ordeis, as it possesses and exercises 
with legard to any other orders from home It is, however, 
highly inexpedient to issue any oiders fiom England for the 
diiect nomination of an)^ person to office below the Councils m 
India 3 and it is evident, that, undei any modification, such 
orders, although not peremptoiy, must greatly lestram the dis- 
cretion of the local government in the choice of its instruments 

If all such oiders are to be considered as of a peremptory 
nature, the whole local patronage of India will, m fact, be 
disposed of in Leadenhall Street, and the most attentive con- 
sideration IS due to the probable effects of such a system 

If the King’s Commissioners foi India and the Court of 
Diiectors should at any time agiee to co-operate in filling fiom 
home all official vacancies which shall occui m India, it is 
evident that the lesult of such a combination might be the 
transfer of the whole local pationage of India, or of a ceilain 
share of it to the Crown 

Whatever share of the pationage of India should be obtained 
by the Ciown in this manner, would be exeicised in the most 
dangerous and objectionable foim, for as the appointments to 
office would be made m an indirect manner, and thiough several 
successive channels of authoiity, no direct responsibility would 
attach to the mmisteis of the Ciown, and the influence of the 
Crown might become consideiably extended thiough a secret 
and unobserved couise, and without the possibility of public 
control 

The direct transfer of the whole local patronage of India to 
the Crown, under a definite and public responsibility, would be 
infinitely less objectionable than the exercise of such an indirect 
and indefinite influence That share of the local patronage of 
India which, under the arrangement supposed, would be allotted 
to the Couit of Directors, would tend to establish m their hands 
a species of influence, which could never be regulated by a due* 
control, and which, in a numerous and fluctuating body, subject 
to the impulse of various interests, and necessarily exempt from 
individual responsibility, would not often be governed by the 
excliKive consideration of the piosperity of the public service m 
India 


Y y % 
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The Governoi-Geneial, and each of the Governors in India, 
acts under a severe personal responsibility in every nomination 
to office , and while the nominations of the respective local 
governments shall be superintended and controlled by the Court 
of Directors and by the Board of Commissioners, (neither 
authority possessing any piivate mteiest diiectly 01 indirectly 
m any such nomination,) the system of control would appear to 
be so complete, as to secure the public interests at home against 
the growth of any undue influence, and the public service 
abroad against any material abuse of the local patronage 

But if the Court, or the Board, or both united, aie to be 
considered as the direct sources of the local patronage of India, 
they will possess a piivate inteiest in the decision of eveiy 
question which can arise concerning the nomination to any office 
in India , they will be interested to rescind appointments made 
in India for the purpose of exeicising then own patronage from 
home , and they will becotne utterly disqualified for the exercise 
of a pure and impartial superintendence and control of the 
conduct of the Indian government in the important duty of 
administering the local patronage of this vast empire 

Such a system would be sufficiently objectionable even m its 
application to the public and constitutional mteiests m England, 
Its application to the public service in India is however infinitely 
more perilous 

It must extinguish all local subordination in India, since no 
public servant would ever respect the local government, after it 
should have been deprived of the power of regulating official 
appointments and removals All emulation to obtain the 
approbation of the local government would expire, no public 
servant would esteem the countenance or even the nomination 
of the local government to be any security for promotion in the 
service, or would dread the consequences of its disapprobation 
or censure The attention of the whole public service would be 
withdiawn from the Governor on the spot, and would be fixed 
on schemes of intrigue and cabal, for the purpose of forming 
and cultivating interests in England, by which the favour of 
the Court of Directors or of the Board of Control might be 
approached 

In such a situation the Governor on the spot would be an 
useless cypher without power, authoiity or respect He might 
be compelled in every branch of the administration to eifiploy 
instruments in whose capacity, knowledge or integrity he placed 
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no leliance, and to 'witness the exclusion fiom office of the most 
able, intelligent, and honest seiwants of the public For it is 
impossible to suppose that the Government on the spot should 
not alwa5^s possess the best means of ascei taming the lelative 
estimation and value of the characters of the public seivants 
and officers m India, and should not always feel the nearest and 
most urgent interest m the proper selection of the immediate 
mstiuments of the local executive power 

In this lespect, a 1 emote authority, constituted as the Court of 
Directois is, can neither possess equal knowledge, nor feel an 
equally pressing and sensible interest, noi be restrained by 
equally poweiful ties of responsibility and personal character 
If any Governor be supposed incapable 01 unwilling to make 
such a proper selection of public seiwants and officers, let him 
be lemoved, but while he shall be suffeied to lemain in India, 
the public service absolutely demands that he shall possess 
and exercise that decisive influence 111 the distribution of office 
which may enable him to maintain due suboidmation, to excite 
honourable emulation, and to secure the efficient, pure, and 
regulai despatch of the public business m eveiy department, 
by employing those m whom he confides, by excluding those 
whom he distrusts, and by convincing the public servants that 
his approbation is the certain load to public emoluments and 
honours, and that his censuie is a public disgrace 

All these important objects I have hitherto accomplished, by 
such a discharge of my duty in the distiibution of the patronage 
committed to my trust, as it will be the happiness and pride of 
my life to submit to the most severe inspection of Pailiament , 
but I cannot consent to encounter the responsibility of this 
station, undei a system calculated to bind my hands and to 
fiustrate eveiy dictate of my judgment and conscience 

The gieat and wise object of Parliament m T793 under 
due control, to impart such a degiee of local authoiity and 
vigour to the goveinment of India as should enable it to 
maintain this perilous empire against the hourly vicissitudes 
which suriound it Where is the security of that object if the 
government of India shall be thwarted m every suboidmate 
depaitment, deprived of all local influence, and counteracted m 
eveiy official detail by a remote authority, interfeimg in the 
nomination of every public servant and officer It would be 
impossible to conduct any government m any part of the woild 
under the weight of such disgraceful chains , but it would be 
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the excess of rashness and insanity to attempt to hold this most 
arduous charge, in the present ciisis, with hands so weakened, 
and with an authoiity so embairassed and impaired 

Believe to be, my dear Sir, 
with the most sinceie lespect and legaid your’s, 

always most faithfully and affectionately, 

Wellesley 


102 The Earl of Mornington to the Hon Jonathan Duncan. 

Working of the Local Government in the absence of the Governor^ 
voithin the limits of the Presidency 

(Extract ) 

Foit William, April i6th, 1800 
Sir, 

While the Governois of Foit St George or Bombay lemain 
within the limits' of then governments, it is evident that the 
members of the respective councils possess no powers distinct 
from the Governor, and that they aie incompetent to peiform 
any act of goveinment otherwise than in his presence, and even 
othei wise than with his assent in every case excepting judicial 
proceedings, and those paiticulaily specified in the Act of 
Parliament 

If, therefoie, the necessity of the occasional absence of the 
Governor from the Presidency be admitted, either the geneial ad- 
ministration of the affairs of the Government must be suspended 
duiing his absence, 01 he must exercise, under his separate 
responsibility, to the extent which circumstances may requiie, all 
the poweis which are vested in him by law when in council at 
the Presidency, aftei wards recording his acts in council 

The legal mcompetency of the council to exercise any poi tion 
of the public authoiity independently of the Governor, is not 
more evident than the expediency of limiting the exercise of the 
powers of government, in' the case under consideration, to the 
Governor’s hands, and of precluding the membeis of council, in 
the absence of the Governor, from exercising any such indepen- 
dent authority The Governor, by law, under all circumstances, 
IS responsible foi the administration of the affairs of the Govern- 
ment He is not only authorized, but bound to act on his 
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sepal ate opinion distinct from that of the council m all cases of 
dehbeiate difference on subjects of importance A defeience to 
the opinions of the members of council, or an inclination to con- 
ciliate then co-opeiation m the general system of the government, 
will not justify the Governor in any departuie from his own 
conscientious judgment m any matter affecting the public 
Intel ests, for the letter and spiiit of the law have lendered it 
not only his right, but his duty to act on his own separate judg- 
ment, wheiever, m cases of magnitude, it shall be cleaily and 
decisively diffeient fiom that of the council -Jf the Governor 
should submit his opinion to that of the council, he alone is, 
and ought to be, responsible for the consequences of any act 
done under such ciicumstances The power of acting separately 
IS an active tiust m the hands of the Governoi, and he must be 
responsible, not only for its abusive exercise, but for suffering it 
to he doimant whenever the public seiwice lequires it to be called 
forth As long as this responsibility attaches to the Governor, 
he ought to letain all the poweis necessary to the discharge of 
his duties Weie these poweis to devolve to the council during 
the absence of the Governor, in the case supposed, it is evident 
that they might be employed duiing that period, to the subversion 
of the geneial system of measures which the Governor might 
have established 

It is, therefoic, my opinion, that duiing your residence at 
Suiat, no measure of importance should be taken by the members 
of council at Bombay without your previous sanction, where the 
case may be such as to admit of the delay of a leference to you , 
and that all appointments to offices should pioceed directly from 
yourself m the same manner as if you were pi esent at the seat 
of government 

I also recommend that you direct copies of all the papers of 
importance to be fonvarded to you by the most expeditious con- 
veyance, and that you issue such orders on the subject of them, 
as you may think proper, under your own separate responsibility 

The members of the council may conduct the ordinary details 
of government duiing your absence, and their acts, as well as 
your own, may be regulaily recoided in council on your return 
to the Presidency 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington. 
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103 The :6,ight Hon Henry Dundas to the Earl of 

Mornington 

Necessity and means of ^keeping up a large investment from India ’ 
Encouragement of I ndia-built shipping for Private Ti ade. 

Wimbledon, i8th March, I’/pp 
Received at Fort William, 5th August, 1799 

My dear Lord, 

The financial state of our affairs in India, and the arrangement 
of them m future, will be the subject of official correspondence 
from the Court of Directors, by some early conveyance , but the 
present situation of the finances and commerce of India have 
suggested to my mind many important consideiations, which I 
would think it wrong to withhold from you in the form of a 
private communication, as the opinions I shall lay before you 
may probably operate upon your conduct previous to the period 
when the same opinions may reach you in the more tedious 
form of despatches through the medium of the Court of 
Directors This mode of earlier communication with you is the 
more necessary, as I am aware some of the opinions which 
I hold will be the cause of a difference of opinion among the 
Directors, and must ultimately be settled by the authority of 
the Board of Control, a foim of proceeding necessarily pro- 
ductive of delay 

If there had been the prospect of the war coming to any 
speedy conclusion, I should not have been uneasy by the 
circumstance of a very considerable addition of the debt m 
India, for the purpose of continuing a large investment fiom an 
Indian capital, because from the experience I have already had 
in extricating their affairs undei very unpromising circumstances, 
I should have felt perfectly satisfied that a few yeais after the 
return of peace would have sufficed, speedily, to wipe off the 
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debt which the mixt exigencies of war and commerce had 
created This, however, has its bounds, for if the debt m India 
is allowed to increase so much as to become unwieldy and 
unmanageable, we are cut off fiom the means of extricating oui 
affairs when peace shall have returned The loansj from being 
made in times of difficulty, are accomplished at an exorbitant 
rate of interest, and thereby exhaust the whole of the surplus 
revenue, which is to operate as the sinking fund foi the 
redemption of the debt aftei the return of peace It is the moie 
necessary I should give a particular attention to these con- 
sideiations, because it is very natural for the Court of Directors 
to turn their eyes chiefly to the state of their affairs in Leaden- 
hall-street, and both they and the Piopnetors are flattered, by 
the view of sales at home, uncommonly large, and a swelling 
balance in their coffeis at home, while, at the same time, it is 
obvious to every person who will take a comprehensive view of 
their affairs, that this flatteimg delusion, peimitted to go on for 
a very few years, would bring irretrievable rum upon the finances 
of India, and totally disable us from maintaining theie that pre- 
eminence of wealth and power which has proved so important to 
the general interests of the British Empire 

Viewing this subject in all its bearings, I am well aware of the 
importance of keeping up the means of a large investment from 
India This piinciple is impoitant, not only fiom the encourage- 
ment it affords to the navigation and shipping of the kingdom , 
from the addition it makes annually to the wealth and capital 
of the" country, and from its being a fruitful souice of revenue , 
but in addition to all these and similar considerations, I must 
add the necessity of such an investment, as immediately con- 
nected with the prosperity of our Indian provinces If is to the 
increased exports fiom India to Europe, that we are to attribute 
the inci'ease of Indian prosperity, industry, population, and revenue, 
and the manufacturers of that country would be reduced to very 
deploi able circumstances if any severe check was to be given to 
the usual investment and exports from India These consideia- 
tions necessarily lead to the conclusion of bringing home as 
large an investment as our means will enable us to do I see 
no difficulty in accomplishing this, but it must be done by means 
of resources which do not lead to the luin of our finances in 
India The same circumstances which have led to putting the 
whole commerce of the woild into the hands of this countiy, 
do opeiate m a proportionable degree to extend beyond the 
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example of all foimer times, the trade of the East India Com- 
pany, and the produce of their sales in Leadenhall-street This 
ought to be encouraged by eveiy means, but the overflowing 
balance from thence aiising after defraying their necessary 
bill dens at home, ought to be employed in the purchase of 
bullion, to be consigned to India and China, foi the purchase of 
a laige and profitable investment The times, from the influx 
of wealth into this countiy, aie highly favouiable to such an 
opeiation, the beneficial effects of which aie obvious in a variety 
.of ways Youi Lordship states, and all the olhei settlements 
1 concur m the same statement, that our Indian possessions aie 
[greatly distressed fiom the want of specie The measure I have 
mentioned effectually icmoves that distiess, and is likewise 
productive of another essential benefit It is stated that the 
mciease of the loans at so high a late of interest, checks all 
private credit, and obstiucts all other pecuniaiy tiansactions , 
but this inconvenience would not be found, if the system I have 
alluded to, was earned into execution 

It is with much satisfaction I obscive m some of your Lord- 
ship’s lecent despatches, that you find youiself warranted by the 
opinions of some of the most intelligent peisons upon the spot, 
in stating, that the expoit of manufactures fiom this country may 
be considerably increased This is certainly the most desirable 
of all resouices foi the supply of a commercial investment from 
India, and it ought to have no limits, except what are pi escribed 
by the powei of selling them in India 01 China 

Another commeicial resouice, is what can be got in India 
upon the foundation of the remittance plan This, I understand, 
has likewise received a check, in consequence of the high late of 
mteiest paid for the government loans in India, but if these 
loans are stopped, and the capital of the debt itself considerably 
diminished each year by the remittance plan, an effectual cure 
is administered to this inconvenience, and the commercial 
resources of the Company mateiially aided, without the neces- 
sity of extravagant loans for that purpose 

These aie the outlines of the system which, in my opinion, 
ought to be pursued during the remainder of the war, and as 
during its continuance our commerce will remain unbounded, 
and the wealth of the world continue to be collected here, no 
inconvenience whatever can arise from the export of bullion to 
India and China , on the contrary, I understand it would rather 
be m this point of view, materially convenient. The result, 
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therefoie, of what I have stated, is that the investment ought 
not to be diminished, but kept up at its piesent standard, and 
the resources for doing so are, — ist. The surplus revenues in 
India, after defraying the expense of establishment and the 
mteiest of debt This fund will increase in proportion as the 
debt IS diminished by the plan of lemittance 2ndly, By bills 
upon the East India Company to the amount of what can be 
got there, applicable to the reduction of the capital of the debt 
in India 3idly, An inci eased amount of the expoit of manu- 
factures from this country, which generally upon an average, 
has been reckoned for some years past for India, exclusive of 
China, to amount to about five hundred thousand pounds. And 
lastly, a lemittance of bullion to whatever amount may be 
necessary, joined to the above mentioned resources, to keep up 
the usual investments from India 

If this system is adopted, and invariably adhered to, we will j 
be enabled, without any material inconvenience, to continue the] 
war so long as our mveteiate enemy shall be disposed, or in ai 
condition to cairy on the contest The many other collateral 
advantages resulting from such a system, and connected with 
the prosperit)?' and safety of India, are so obvious, it is unneces- 
sary to trouble your Loidship with detailing them 

Having stated all that appeals to be necessary, so far as 
concerns the finances of India, and the commercial lesources 
of the East India Company, as connected with their finances, 
I wish now to direct your Lordship’s attention to the trade of 
India, in a more extended point of view 

It IS notorious that at no period the capital or commercial 
powers of the East India Company have been able to embrace 
the whole, or neai the whole of the wealth of India, exported 
from thence by trade to Europe This is placed beyond a doubt 
by a great share of the Indian trade now in the possession of 
neutral nations, a great part of which rests upon the capital 
and fortune of the servants of the East India Company Your 
Lordship will recollect that at the time I introduced the pio- 
position for renewing the Chaiter of the East India Company, 

I endeavoured to remedy this obvious absurdity by obliging 
the East India Company to allot a certain proportion of ton- 
nage to the purposes of piivate trade They agreed to it with 
reluctance, and it is so managed as to render the provision 
almost illusoiy I need not enumerate to your Lordship the 
causes which have rendered it of no avail They appear in the 
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applications made to the Government of India by the lesident 
traders m India, and are recoided in the correspondence between 
the Board of Tiade and Supreme Council in India, so that they 
must be perfectly familiar to your Loidship In tiuth, there is 
no lemedy for this evil but two — 1st, Alluring the trade of India 
to lesoit to the poit of London, by diminishing the expenses of 
doing so The and is. By authorising the Government of India 
to license the appropriation of India-hmlt shipping to the pur- 
pose of bi iiiging home that Indian trade, which the means and 
capital of the East India Company is unable to bring home The 
fiist of those ways will, I tiust, be effectuated by the Bill which 
Mr Pitt has agieed to mtioduce for the i eduction of the duties 
upon impoits fiom India, and the second must be accomplished 
by giving to the Government m India that authoiity to license 
India-built shipping, to which I have alieady alluded 

This last measuie will, I take it foi granted, undergo much 
discussion before it can be earned into execution, but it must 
be carried The whole weight of the shipping interest will be 
opposed to such a pioposition, under a most false and eironeous 
idea that it is prejudicial to then mtetests Nothing but 
Ignorance of the subject could lead them to enteitam such an 
idea They made an attempt to accomplish it by inflaming the 
inteiests of the ship carpenteis in the river Thames, at the time 
of the general mutiny in the navy It was an unhandsome 
pioceedmg upon then pait, and was resisted by me m a lettei 
I then addiessed to the principal ship-builders m the river. 
I do not know whether they did not choose to answei it, or 
whethei they found it to be unansweiable , but I never received 
any reply to it I have often thought upon the subject since, 
and the more I have thought upon it, the more I am convinced 
of the truth of eveiy proposition which that letter contains, 
I send you a copy of it, and you may lest assured, that no 
exertion shall be wanting on my part speedily to introduce into 
piactice the system detailed m that letter 

It has not reached me in any authentic form, but I am 
ciedibly infoimed that your Loidship, upon the application of 
the resident traders m India, has authorized a number of India- 
built ships to be taken up, for the purpose of bringing home the 
surplus trade of India I hope the infoimation is true, both 
'because it is a measure of much wisdom, and because it will 
bring the point directly to issue, and you need not be under any 
apprehension as to the result of it 
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Although, from the influence I have stated, there ma)?- be a 
contest m the Couit of Directois with regard to the subject last 
mentioned, I do not believe there will be any material objection 
offered against any of the other measures I have had occasion 
to treat of m this lettei , indeed, one leading pimciple has 
already been acted upon to a considerable extent, for the Couit 
of Directors have already sent out to India, bullion to the 
amount of £']Sg,i'2,6, and they have it in contemplation to send 
more In short, I make no doubt of their being induced to send 
out what IS requisite for the accomplishment of the commeicial 
plan, I have detailed m the couise of this letter 

I have nothing further to tiouble you with at present It is 
only necessary for me to remind you, that although the opinions 
I have laid before you, rest for the present merely upon the 
footing of a private unofficial communication, I trust they, or the 
substance of them, will speedily be conveyed to you m due 
official form 

I lemam, my dear Doid, your’s very faithfully, 

Henry Dundas 


104. The Marquess Wellesley to the Honom-able the 

Court of Du’ectors 

Propi teiy of licensing India-built ships for Pi ivate Trade between 

India and England 

Fort William, September 30th, 1800 

Sirs, 

Having deemed it to be my duty to revert during the present 
season to my plan of the 5th of October, 1798, for the en- 
couragement of the private trade between India and the Port 
of London, I now have the honour to submit to your Honour- 
able Couit, a view of the urgent considerations which have 
detei mined me to adopt this temporary arrangement for the 
current year, and to add the reasons which induce me to hope 
that youi honourable Court will speedily confirm my proceed- 
ings by a peimanent system of regulation, founded on similar 
principles 

I entertained a confident expectation, that I should have 
leceived at an early period of the season the sanction of your 
honourable Court for 1 everting to the plan of October, 1798, or 
for adopting some arrangement equally calculated to facilitate 
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and encourage the private tiade between India and England , 
but I have been disappointed in my expectation of receiving an 
early and seasonable notification of your final commands , and 
the usual season for expoitation from this port to Europe, is 
already opening under such circumstances as absolutely compel 
me to adopt a resolution, which my duty and inclination would 
have induced me to delay 

The employment of ships built m India, between this port and 
that of London, is no longer meiely a question of expediency, 
or of liberal commercial policy, the deficiency of the tonnage 
expected from Europe reduces me to the absolute necessity 
of piovidmg a large proportion of Indian tonnage, for the ser- 
vice of the present season, m order to secure the conveyance of 
the heavy articles of your investment, and to fulfil your legal 
obligations The only question, on Avliich I retain the power of 
exeicismg a free judgment with relation to this subject, is con- 
fined to the mode of obtaining the necessary tonnage for these 
indispensable purposes 

In forming my decision on this question, it was also necessary 
to considei what provision should be made for the conveyance 
to the Port of London of such goods, as might be piovided 
during the cuirent season by private British merchants lesident 
in India, beyond the amount of the statutable tonnage of 3,000 
tons , and by what regulation the exportation of such goods 
should be governed The importance and urgency of both these 
considerations were greatly enhanced by the actual state of the 
foreign trade of this port 

The nature of the case appeared to me to limit my decision to 
an option between the legulation observed in the season 1799- 
1800, (conformably to the orders of your honourable Court of 
the 25th of May, 1798,) and the plan contained in the advertise- 
ment, published by the Board of Trade under my oiders on the 
5th of Octobei, 1798 

I have carefully compared the principles, objects, policy, 
and practical operation of both systems, and I now have the 
honour to lay before your honourable Court the result of that 
comparison. 

The orders of your honourable Court of the 25th of May, 1798, 
weie framed with a view of facilitating and encouraging the 
private trade between India and England The primaiy objects 
of those orders were to protect the merchants, not being pro- 
prietors of ships, against any undue enhancement of the price 
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of fi eight by the pioprietois of ships, and to prevent persons, 
being proprictois of ships, and also merchants, fiom tiading to 
gi eater advantage than such mei chants as might not unite both 
capacities 

Your oiders of the a5th of May, 1798, were consideied by the 
merchants, foi whose benefit they were intended, (particularly 
by the piopiietois of heavy goods) to be extremely pi ejudicial 
to then intciests 

Those ordeis veic leceived with equal dissatisfaction by the 
proprietors of ships, who manifested the gieatest leluctance to 
let then ships unconditionally to the Company, although the 
late of height allowed for the ships was comparatively high 

The proprietor of ships, and the freighter (possessing no pio- 
perty m ships) considered it to be for then mutual advantage, 
that they should be left to make their ariangements with each 
othei , both pai ties appearing equally adverse to the mteivention 
of the Compan3'’s agency 

Under the plan contained in the adveitisement of the 5th of 
Octobei, 1798, the pioprietor of ships were enabled to make a 
more perfect assoitmcnt of the caigoes , to load their ships m the 
most advantageous and expeditious mannei , to despatch them 
at the most favouiablc peiiods of the season , and to prevent the 
loss, which (under the plan adopted in confoimity to youi oiders 
of the 25th of May, 1798,) the proprietors of ships sustain by 
unavoidable delays m the adjustment of accounts, and m the 
payment of the freight by the Company in England. 

The proprietor of ships weie enabled, undei the plan of 
October, 1798, to affoid the freight at a reduced rate, at the 
same time that they derived a gi eater profit on that late than 
on the higher lates of freight fixed by the Govcinor-Geneial m 
Council 111 1799-1800, ill confoimity to your oiders of the 25th 
of May, 1798 

To the merchant who is not pioprietor of a ship, the plan con- 
tained 111 the adveitisement of the 5th of October, 1798, affoids 
the most important advantages He obtains a considerable le- 
duction in the late of freight , he is enabled to settle his engage- 
ments with the proprietor of the ship previously to the purchase 
of goods, to purchase such goods as may be advantageously 
invested under the existing rates of freight , and to regulate 
every consignment and diaft accoidmg to the quantity of the 
tonnage engaged, to the period of despatching the goods from 
India, and to that of their expected arrival in England 
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The merchant is embariassed, if compelled, under any modifi- 
cation, to depend on the Company foi tonnage, for the arrange- 
ment of the rates of freight, oi foi the distribution of the cargo 
He can neither be secure of the requisite quantity of tonnage, 
nor of the time of despatching his goods from India, nor of the 
ship on which they may be laden, nor of the mode in which they 
maybe distiibuted , and his trade is buithened with an expensive 
rate of freight, which deprives him of all leasonable expectation 
of profit 

The quantity of tonnage (exclusive of the goods sent m the 
privileges of the command eis and officers of ships) annually 
occupied by piivate goods, shipped from this Piesidency alone, 
in the seveial yeais elapsed subsequent to the Act of Parliament 
m 1793, IS stated in the following account — 

Tons Tons Tons 

1794- 0 M73 *79^-7 4,^59 ^ 79^-9 

1795- 6 5^346 1797-8 3^787 1799-1800 7,748 

The coriespondence of the Board of Tiade with the Governor- 
Geneial in Council on the subject of the provision of tonnage 
has been submitted to the consideration of your honourable 
Court The repoits of that Boaid, with the documents annexed 
to them, afford abundant pi oof, that a much laiger quantity of 
piivate goods would have been shipped for England during the 
seasons enumeiated in the preceding account (particularly during 
the year 1799-1800) if adequate encouragement had been ex- 
tended to the navigation and commerce of your dominions in 
ships built in the ports of India, and if the British merchants 
resident in India had been assured of permanent indulgence to 
their trade with the poit of London 

Upon an aveiage of the six yeais specified m the piecedmg 
account, about 5,000 tons of piivate goods from Bengal alone 
were annually exported to England , the amount, theiefore, of 
the private goods exported fiom Bengal alone, duiing that peiiod 
of time, has exceeded by 2,000 tons annually the amount of the 
tonnage allotted by law foi all India It is to be observed, that 
a considerable portion of the total amount of these 5,000 tons 
was annually furnished by ships built in India 

Exclusively of two ships lecently engaged, and piovided with 
caigoes, to the amount of 1,500 tons, the port of Calcutta now 
contains above 10,000 tons of shipping, built in India, of a descrip- 
tion calculated for the conveyance of cargoes to England. This 
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tonnage has already been tendeied, and is actually at command 
for that purpose. 

Fiom the pieceding statement, and fiom the correspondence 
of the Governor-General in Council with the Board of Trade, it 
is evident, that the wise policy which dictated the clauses of the 
Act of Paihament passed m 1793, with lespect to the tiade of 
private mei chants between India and England, has been to a 
great degree fi ustrated by the insufificiency of the tonnage fur- 
nished from England, and by the unavoidable expense and 
inconvenience attending the terms and manner of its provision 

Fiom the quantity of piivate tonnage now at command in the 
port of Calcutta, and fiom the state of peifection which the art 
of ship-buildmg has aheady attained in Bengal, (piomismg a 
still moie lapid piogiess, and suppoited by abundant and in- 
ci casing supplies of timber,) it is ceitain that this port will 
always be able to furnish tonnage to whatever extent may be 
required for conveying to the poit of London the trade of the 
private British merchants of Bengal 

The considerable amount of tonnage occupied by private 
goods fiom Bengal m the ycais i 795 -< 5 , 1798-9, and 1799-1800, 
compaied with the amount occupied by goods of a similar 
description in the years 1794-5, 1796-7, and 1797-8, affords a 
satisfactory proof that the permission gi anted to individuals 
of providing then own tonnage was equally favourable to the 
inteiest of the piopiietois and to that of the freighters of the 
ships 

This conclusion is not affected by the laige quantity of goods 
shipped in 1799-1800, undei the airangement made in confor- 
mity to youi oideis of the 25th of May, 1798, for it is well 
known, that, undei a confident expectation of enjoying the 
continued advantages of the plan of 1798, the merchants had 
consideiably extended their provision of goods for the European 
markets Many fiom necessity, others from motives of respect 
to the laws, shipped then goods on the tonnage provided by the 
Government, while others disposed of their goods to the numeious 
foieign agents then employed m the port of Calcutta 

The quantity of private goods shipped for England in 1799— 
1800, affords, theiefore, an mcontioveitible proof of the eager- 
ness and alaciity with which the Biitish mei chants lesident m 
Bengal provided goods, with a view to embrace the expected 
opportunity of conveying their tiade to London on teims of 
advantage , but no aigument can justly be drawn fiom the same 
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circumstance to piove that the continuance of the regulation 
adopted m 1799-1800 would afford adequate encouiagement to 
the private tiade between India and England 

The preceding considerations satisfied me that the plan of 
hiring ships, on the part of the Company, and of re-lettmg them 
to the proprietors of ships, leaving the proprietors of ships and 
the merchants at liberty to settle the terms of freight, is more 
advantageous both to the proprietors and freighters of ships, 
than the arrangement adopted under your orders of the a 5 th of 
May, 179^ 

In your letter of the 25th of May, 1798, your Honourable 
Court appeals to have intimated an opinion that peisons uniting 
the capacities of proprietors and freighters of ships may trade 
from Bengal to the port of London, to greater advantage than 
merchants possessing no property in ships It appears to me 
that the difference between the actual chaige incurred by mer- 
chants being proprietors of ships, on account of the freight of 
their goods sent to England in their own ships, and the rate of 
freight paid by merchants not being proprietors of ships, cannot 
be deemed a piofit derived by the proprietor of a ship on his 
goods No person will employ any pait of his capital in the 
purchase of property in ships without the prospect of detiving an 
adequate profit on the capital so invested. I am satisfied that it 
would not be practicable for the proprietors of ships in this port 
to maintain an effectual combination for the establishment of 
enhanced rates of freight , unless such a combination should be 
maintained, it is to be presumed that the profits of the pioprietors 
of ships on their capitals invested in ships will never exceed, on 
an average, a reasonable advantage on the amount of those 
capitals after defraying all the expenses of their ships This 
profit must, therefore, be deemed entirely distinct from the profit 
which the proprietois of ships may derive on their goods conveyed 
to England in their own ships , and consequently the proprietors 
of ships cannot be supposed to possess m the general course and 
conduct of their trade, in the purchase, transportation or sale of 
their goods, any material advantage over merchants who are not 
pioprietors of ships 

Various additional arguments, involving consequences of a 
more complicated and comprehensive description, appeared to 
me to demand, not only that I should recur without delay to the 
plan of the 5th of October, 179^5 but that I should respectfully 
represent to your honourable Court, in the most distinct terms, 
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my decided and conscientious conviction, that the permanent 
establishment of a systematic intercourse between the poits of 
India and that of London, legulated by pimciples similar to 
those adopted by this Government m October, 1798, is become 
indispensable to the united and inseparable interests of the Com- 
pany and of the nation in India 

Under the beneficial influence of the Biitish Government m 
India, combined with the inci eased demand both in Europe and 
in America foi Indian commodities, the produce and manufac- 
tures of the Biitish teiritories in India have inci eased to an 
extent far exceeding the amount which the capital applicable to 
the pui chase of the Company’s investment can embrace 

The wise policy, the just pietensions, and the increasing com- 
mercial lesouices and political power of Great Britain in India, 
claim for her subjects the laigest attainable share in the valuable 
and extensive commerce of such articles of Indian produce and 
manufacture as are necessaiily excluded from the Company’s 
investments 

A laige proportion of this valuable trade is already m the 
possession of foreign nations , and unless means be immediately 
adopted foi depiivmg those nations of the undue share which 
they have obtained m that trade, the most serious consequences 
are to be apprehended to the combined interests of the English 
East India Company and of the British nation 

The Biitish merchants at this Piesidency not having obtained 
the expected permission to height their ships to the port of 
London in the last year, agreeably to the plan adopted m 
October, 1798 , goods to a large amount, originally intended for 
the port of London, were sold to foieigneis in the port of Calcutta, 
and thus diverted to the channel of the foreign trade 

The nature and extent of that tiade have undeigone a par- 
ticular investigation Fiom the accompanying statements your 
honouiable Court will obseiwe, that the trade of America and 
Portugal with the port of Calcutta alone in 1799-1800, 
amounted, — 

In Imports, 81,81,005 sicca rupees, m Exports, 71,30,372 sicca rupees 

Being an increase in 1799-1800 of the tiade carried on in ships 
bearing American and Portuguese colouis, compared with the 
average of that trade m the three piecedmg years, — 

In Imports, 63,98,678 sicca rupees, in Exports, 43,92,768 sicca rupees 

On the other hand, the impoits of the Biitish subjects in the 

Z z Q, 
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year 1799-1800 amounted only to 47,87,101 sicca rupees, and the 
exports to 67,66,649 sicca rupees 

Of the trade earned on in foreign bottoms with the other ports 
m India, from Europe and America, I possess no sufficiently 
accurate information It is, however, known to be conducted on 
a very extensive scale 

In the present season, the trade conveyed in foreign bottoms, 
if left unrestrained, promises to increase beyond even the lapid 
progress of last year From the accompanying statement, your 
honourable Court will observe, that the port of Calcutta at this 
early petiod of the season contains about 8,500 tons of shipping 
under American, Portuguese, and Danish colouis 

I possess no means of forming an accurate estimate of that 
propoition of the foreign trade from India to Europe, and to 
America, which is suppoited by capital actually belonging to 
the nations, under whose flags the ships are navigated 

It appears, however, from the statements prepared by the 
reporter of external commerce, that less than one-fourth of the 
funds imported by the Amei leans in 1799-1800, for the purchase 
of then investments, was brought from America Of the bullion 
i^3oo,ooo was imported fiom London, and the remainder fiom 
other parts of Euiope and fiom the Island of Madeira I have 
not been able to ascertain the pioportion of British capital 
employed in the trade between India and Poitugal. Admitting 
the whole capital employed m the foreign trade with India to 
belong to the nations under whose flags the ships are navigated, 
the undue proportion which they have obtained of that trade, to 
the injury of the British merchants, demands the most serious 
attention 

The trade conveyed m the foreign ships is conducted with all 
the advantages of a comparatively low rate of height, of strict 
economy in the management of the concern , and of voyages and 
returns of extraordinaiy expedition and celerity The voyage 
from America to Calcutta is frequently perfoimed m less than 
four months. In the last season several American ships disposed 
of their imports, purchased their cargo for exportation, and left 
the poit within twenty-five, and some within twenty, days from 
the date of their ai rival 

Under all the existing impediments, and under the uncertainty 
which has hitherto embarrassed the tiade of the British merchant 
in India, it is impossible that his goods can leach the markets of 
the continent of Europe through the channel of the public sales 
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m England, at so Iowa puce as the goods conveyed diiectly from 
India to the same maikets in foreign bottoms The Company^B 
sales in England must necessaiily be affected by the quantity of 
Indian goods passing into the maikets of the continent of 
Euiope through the channel of the foreign tiade, and the profits 
of the piivate Biitish merchant, whose goods aie disposed of at 
the Company’s sales, must be propoitionably diminished 

Although the voyage by which the produce of India is con- 
veyed in foieign ships to Europe may occasionally be ciicuitous, 
the superior advantages, enumeiated in the preceding paragiaphs, 
enable the pioprietois of the goods to dispose of them at a lower 
price than that for which the same desciiptions of goods can be 
bi ought to the continental markets of Europe, if expoited from 
India by Biitish merchants under the heavy freight \ and other 
incumbrances to which then tiade is at piesent subject 

It must ever be impiacticable, if it weie justifiable or politic, 
by any lestrictions or penalties on the tiade of the Biitish sub- 
jects, to prevent the inci easing produce and manufactuies of 
India fiom being conveyed to the maikets in Euiope, where a 
demand for such articles shall exist Such lestrictions tend to 
throw the trade into the hands of foieign nations, and to enable 
them to supply the markets of Euiope on terms which must 
equally affect the Company’s sales m England If the same 
goods which now pass to the continent of Euiope, through 
foreign hands, were brought to the Company’s sales in England, 
the effect on the general pi ice of articles exposed to sale at the 
Company’s waiehouses would be less piejudicial than that now 
experienced from the sale of those goods m the markets on the 
continent of Euiope The Company and the piivate British 
merchant would equally feel the advantage in the improvement 
of the general sales in England, and the piivate trade of India 
would become a fertile souice of wealth and strength to the 


^ The Portuguese and Americans pay only one per cent on Indian 
produce imported and re-exported By the Warehousing Act lately passed 
in Great Britain, calicoes pay 2 ^, and muslins 7^, per cent on the sales, 
if sold for exportation All other goods (excepting cotton, spices, bul- 
lion, &c , diamonds, precious stones, which pay no duties) pay two per 
cent exclusive of the convoy duty, payable by the Importers A re- 
duction of those duties in England is absolutely necessaiy to com- 
plete the system of drawing the private trade of India to the port of 
London 
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British nation instead of contributing to the opulence and 
aggrandizement of foieign powcis 

The inteiests of the Company, and of the British nation, aie 
undivided and insepaiablc with i elation to this important question 
Eveiy pimciple ofjustiec and policy demands the extension of 
the utmost practicable facility to the Biitish merchants in India, 
foi the expoit fiom India to the poit of London, of the laigest 
possible piopoition of the manufactuics and pioduce of India, 
not required foi the Company’s investment. Such advantageous 
tcims of height and such othci benefits should be opened to the 
Biitish mei chants in India as should not only remove every in- 
ducement to conduct the tiadc thiough foieign channels, but 
should enable the Biitish merchants m India to cntci into a 
competition m the markets of Euiopc with mci chants tiading 
in goods of similai pioduce or manufactuie provided by foieign 
capital 

To foicigners the indulgence may safely be extended of pur- 
chasing, uith then own capital, such pait of the manufactures or 
pioduce of India, calculated foi the Euiopean oi American 
maikets, as may not be embraced by the capital employed in 
the pui chase of the Company's investment and of the caigoes of 
the Biitish merchants resident m India 

It IS, however, doubtful whether ^ foreign nations would be able 
to retain any considerable proportion of the trade from India to 
Europe, weie the British mei chants m India permitted to avail 
themselves of their supeiior means of di awing the whole of the 
trade to England Their local knowledge, added to all the 
advantages necessaiily dciivcd fiom a constant residence on the 
spot, must always enable them to command a supply of goods, 
of a better quality, and at a cheaper late, than foreign merchants 
can obtain. In the conveyance of Indian goods to Europe lests 
the foreign merchant’s sole advantage ovei the British The 


^ The Americans obtain Indian goods so much cheaper by a direct 
intercourse with India than they could thiough the circuitous route of 
Europe, that they will probably continue to deal largely even on their 
own capital with India It is now the ordinary practice of the Amencans, 
under the last treaty of commeice, to ship cargoes in India for America, 
to touch at some port in America, and without transhipping or unload- 
ing the goods in America to proceed directly to Europe, and to dispose 
of their Indian cargo in an European port This practice is unquestion- 
abl) contrary to the treaty of commerce with America 
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supcrioi facility which the foreign merchant enjoys m this respect 
gives him so decided a command over the tiade, that he is 
enabled not onlj?- to outbid the Biitish mei chant m India, but 
also to undciscll him m the maikets of Euiope. 

Wcie the British mei chants m India peimittcd to piovide 
then own tonnage as occasion might icquire, eveiy reason exists 
to justify a belief that they would soon possess themselves of 
nearly the whole of the piivate cxpoit trade fiom India to 
Euiope, and would lendei London the umveisal mart foi the 
manufactuics and pioduce of Asia 

If the capital of the merchants in India, and the lemittance of 
the foi tunes of individuals, should not supply funds sufficient foi 
the conduct of the whole piivate expoit tiade fiom India to 
Euiope, no dangeious consequences could result fiom applying 
to this blanch of commcicc capital diawn diicctly fiom the 
British empiic in Euiope. 

Beneficial consequences of the utmost impoitance would cei- 
tainly lesult to the Bntisli empnc in India from any consideiable 
increase of its active capital, which is known not to bear a just 
piopoition to the productive poweis of the country 

The ncccssaiy effect of such an mcicase of active capital m 
India would be to augment the pioduce and manufactuies of 
your dominions to the full extent of any possible demand The 
high late of inteiest on money applied to mercantile purposes, 
and the chaige of the public debt would consequently be dimin- 
ished in India, while eveiy source, both of public and piivate 
ciedit would be piopoitionably impioved. No possibility 
appears of any mjuiious consequences lesulting to the Biitish 
Empiie m Euiope fiom an event so advantageous to India 
It cannot be supposed that the piivate tiade of India will 
evei absoib any portion of Biitish capital which can find moie 
advantageous employment at home If any poition of Biitish 
capital be now employed in the Ameiican, or Portuguese, or 
Danish trade with India, the geneial mteiests of Gieat Britain 
will unquestionably be piomoted by inviting, under increased 
advantages, the application of the same funds to the tiade of 
the piivate Biitish merchants lesident within the Company’s 
dominions 

Fiom whatevei souice the capital of the private Biitish tiade 
in India might be derived, the goods would be obtained m India 
undei the same wise, humane, and salutaiy legulations now 
enforced with lespect to the piovision of every article of pioduce 
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or manufactuie in this country, either by the Company oi by 
private merchants , Gieat Biitain would enjoy all the advantages 
of that tiade which is now a source of inci easing wealth and 
strength to foreign nations, and which tends ultimately to mtio- 
duce foieign intiigue, to establish foieign influence, and to 
aggrandize foreign power in India 

It Avould be equally unjust and impolitic to extend any 
facility to the trade of the British mei chants m India, by sacri- 
ficing or hazaiding the Compan3^s rights and privileges; by 
injuiing Its commercial interests , by admitting an indiscriminate 
and unicstiamed commeicial intercourse between England and 
India , 01 by departing fiom any of the fundamental pim- 
ciples of policy, which now govern the British establishments m 
India 

It may be uiged, that if a considerable piopoition of the goods 
now expoited fiom India to the continent of Euiope by foieigneis, 
weie to be imported into England by the Biitish merchants in 
India, undei rates of freight more advantageous than those now 
paid by the Company, the demand for the Companj^'s goods 
would be 1 educed, and the value of the Company's goods would 
be impaued 

It has already been obseiwed that the public sales of East India 
goods in England must necessaiily be affected by the aggregate 
quantity of those goods sold in the continental markets of Europe , 
and that the effect on the sales m England, would piobably be 
less prejudicial and could not be more so, if a largei piopoition 
of the goods provided m India foi the Euiopean maikets should 
be impoited into England, and sold m the fiist instance at the 
Company’s sales 

The long establishment of the Company’s factories m India, 
the skill of its seivants regulaily educated for the conduct of 
those factories, the habitual confidence of the manufactureis m 
the good faith and integrity of the Company have secured 
to the Company so decided a superioiity m the provision of 
the most valuable articles of piece-goods and law silk, that no 
private merchant by any practicable i eduction of freight can be 
enabled to rival the Company in these impoitant ai tides of its 
investment 

In the first purchase of sugar and othei giuff goods, the tiade 
of the private British mei chant has moie neaily reached that of 
the Company; nor will the Company evei be able to trade 
advantageously in these ai tides, unless the Government m 
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India shall resoit to ships built in India, foi the conveyance 
of such goods ; the valuable blanches of your investment will, it 
is supposed, be always conveyed with moie advantage in your 
regular ships. 

If the British mei chants should be permitted to employ ships 
built m India under the plan of October, 1798, the Company’s 
gruff goods may also be conveyed to England in ships of a 
similar description, at rates of height equally advantageous with 
those paid by the piivate mei chants The Company will, 
theiefoie, derive a considerable benefit m this bianch of trade, 
from encouraging the trade of the piivate British mei chants m 
India at present neither the Company nor the piivate British 
merchants can iival foreigneis m the maikets of Europe m the 
less valuable articles of Indian produce and manufactures 

It IS now evident that the extra tonnage engaged m England 
by the Company for the service of India can never be rendered 
a practicable channel through which the Biitish piivate tiade of 
India can contend with foieign adventuie This observation 
necessarily applies with moie force to the regular ships of the 
Company, although experience has pioved those ships to be 
ad mu ably calculated foi the conveyance of the Company’s 
valuable investment 

The plan contained m the advertisement of the 5th of October, 
1798, affords to the British meichants, every necessaiy facility 
foi the conduct of the piivate trade from India to England, 
while the important principles of the tiade and government 
of India aie preseived from hazard, and sufficient piecautions 
are provided against all the dangers justly apprehended fiorti 
an unrestricted commercial mteicouise between England and 
India 

The essential object of preventing the resort to India of per- 
sons unlicensed by the Company is not affected The powers of 
the Government in India over unlicensed peisons remain in full 
vigour and efifciency. No goods 01 passengeis can be received 
in the piivate ships eithei in India or in England, without the 
sanction of the Company or of its government , the voyage to 
England and the return to India, are lequired to be performed 
undei the instructions and control of the same authority, and as 


^ The probable saving to the Company in the present season by the 
conveyance of then gruff goods in ships built in India may amount to 
£.20,000 
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the piopnetois of the ships, the commandeis and officeis, the 
seamen, (mostly natives of India) and all the poisons concerned 
m the immediate conduct of the tiade, aie subject to the au- 
thoiity of the Biitish Government in India, it is always in the 
powei of the Company and of its government, to pi event the 
pciveision of an intercouise thus icgulated between India and 
England to any sinistei purposes cndangciing the lights and pii- 
vilegcs of the Company, or the interests of the Biitish Empiie 

Omitting the diffeicnce in the late of height, these considera- 
tions alone aie sufficient to iccommend the employment of ships 
built in India in the piivate trade between India and Gicat Bri- 
tain Ovci private ships fiunishcd from England the Company 
and then govcinmcnt in India, could not cxcicise an equally 
efficient contiol 

It IS lemaikablc that the pi inciple which has hitheito icgulated 
the commeicial mteicouisc between India and England has ac- 
tually occasioned the very evils which it was intended to avert 

The opeiation of this ciioncous principle has foiccd the trade 
between India and Euiopc from a channel, in winch it could have 
been conti oiled and regulated wnthout difficulty, into the hands 
of foieign nations, wlieie it cannot, without considciablc difficulty 
be subjected to any dcgiec of conti oul, icgulation, or icstiaint 
the same mistaken pohc)’" has filled the Poits of India with the 
ships of foreign nations, has enabled those nations to iival the 
Company both m Euiopc and in India in many articles of its 
expoit and impoit trade, has invited from Euiopc and Ameiica 
adventureis of eveiy description , and, by the numbci and actnity 
of these foreign agents, has menaced the foundations of your com- 
mercial and political mtciests thioughout every part of Asia, and 
even within youi own dominions 

If the extension of additional indulgences to the British mer- 
chant necessarily involved the admission of numcious British ad- 
ventureis into India, the wisdom of your honourable Couit could 
not fail to remark that your Government can ahvays wuth less 
difficulty control the opeiations of British, than those of foieign 
agents , wliile the danger to be appiehcnded fiom the view^s and 
designs of foreigners of eveiy desciiption must ever be gi eater 
than any winch can piobably aiise fiom an inci eased resort of 
British subjects, under such limitations and lestramts as your 
wisdom may frame, and the vigilance of your government m 
India may be enabled to enforce. 

But It does not appeal piobable that any incicasc of the 
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private Biitisli trade of India would necessarily pioduce a pro- 
poitional augmentation in the number of Biitish agents resorting 
to your dominions , the British mei chants now resident in 
India being equal to the conduct of much more extensive con- 
cerns, and likely to be employed by persons engaged in com- 
mercial concerns at home, who might easily conduct their 
operations with India through those British subjects actually 
established within your dominions 

On the other hand, foreigneis generally deal directly with the 
natives, or with foreign houses of agency the number of these 
houses (in consequence of the wai) is now mconsideiable , the 
increase of foreign adventurers will, therefoie, be a necessary 
consequence of any considerable mciease of the trade in foieign 
hands Foreign ships also, being necessaiily exempt from the 
control of the Biitish Government in Euiope, offer to eveiy 
emissaiy of the enemy, and to eveiy dangerous political adven- 
turei, an easy entrance into India In proportion to the in- 
creased resoit of foieign ships to our ports in India, foieign 
mtiigue will find a moie ready channel of admission It is a 
well-known fact, that those to whom your pei mission and license 
to visit India have been lefused usually resort to foreign ships, 
and thus evade youi authority The same channel is also 
always open to affoid refuge and the means of escape to eveiy 
public defaulter and delinquent from the authority of your 
government in India 

It is impossible to check the lesort of the ships of foreign 
nations to India, by any other regulation than by rendering the 
trade unpiofitable to foreign adventure This effect cannot be 
accomplished otherwise than by enabling the British merchants 
m India to undersell foreigners in the markets of Europe A 
system, which, under due regulation, shall affoid to the British 
merchants in India, the greatest practicable facility of conveying 
their tiade to England, instead of endangeimg the stability of 
the trade and power of the Company, and of the nation m India, 
will, theiefore, constitute the most solid basis of security for the 
preservation of both 

The piecedmg observations may, I trust, satisfy youi honour- 
able Couit, that the principles of the plan of the 5th of October, 
1798, combine the requisite indulgence to the piivate trade, with 
the indispensable precautions necessaiy for secuimg your mteiests 
in India 

It IS not my duty to entci into any detailed discussion of the 
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objections uiged by tlie ship-buildeis in England, against the 
admission of ships built in India, to a participation m the tiade 
from India to the poit of London ; it may not however be useless 
to add some remarks on this pait of the subject 

Experience having pioved that tonnage cannot be furnished 
from England, on terms which would enable the British mer- 
chants m India to rival foreigners in the trade between India and 
Europe, the exclusion of ships built in India fiom the port of 
London would not increase the number of Biitish ships hitherto 
engaged m the Indian trade, in any pioportion which could 
materially benefit the ship-builders m England This measure, 
therefore, without any propoitional benefit to the ship-builders 
111 England, would perpetuate and aggravate the evils now ex- 
perienced from the restiamts imposed on the piivate trade 
between India and England , on the other hand, by admitting 
ships built in India to partake of the trade to England, the ship- 
builders and other artists, manufactuieis, and tiadeis in England 
will leap all the benefits arising from the laige sums expended 
in the lepair of the numeious ships annuallyresorting to England 
fiom the ports of India Other interests connected with the 
building of ships in England will also deiive the profit resulting 
from the great demand for the articles necessary in the constiuc- 
tion and outfit of the ships built in the ports of India , the fact 
being established, that many of those ai tides must necessarily 
be brought from England. 

On their return to India, these ships from the moderation 
of their rates of freight will afford a most advantageous mode 
of conveyance for such of the manufactures of the British 
Empire m Europe, as may be demanded in India , consequently 
the facilities granted to the private trade, and to the ships built 
in India will seiwe to encourage the exportation of British 
manufactures to Asia, to whatever extent the demand may be 
enlarged 

I have thus caiefully revised the plan contained in the adver- 
tisement of October, 179^5 foi l^he encouiagement of the tiade of 
the Biitish merchants lesident in India with England, I have 
compared that plan with the arrangement adopted undei the 
orders of your honourable Court of the 35th of May, 1798 ; I 
have considered the probable effects of any futuie attempt to 
provide for the conveyance of the piivate trade of India to the 
port of London, either in the Company’s regulai ships, or in 
extia ships hired in England , and I have adverted to the com- 
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parative practical operation of the systems adopted by this 
government m the years 1798, 1799, and 1800, as it appears on 
the accounts of the expoits and imports of the port of Calcutta 
in each of those yeais , I have also submitted to your ex- 
amination a combined view of the motives which induce me 
to level t to the plan of October, 1798, for the present season, 
and to foim an anxious expectation, that my conduct m this 
proceeding may meet with your appiobation and countenance, 
and may become the foundation of an improved and durable 
system of intercourse between India and England under the 
sanction of yoiu* authority 

The lapid growth of the foieign trade duiing the last season, 
ui gently demanded the immediate interference of youi govern- 
ment on the spot. The number of foreign ships actually m the 
poit of Calcutta, the alaciity, entei prize and skill of the foieign 
agents now assiduously employed m providing cargoes, and the 
necessaiy inaction and languor of the British piivate tiade, em- 
bariasscd by the restiamts of the existing law, created a serious 
appiehension in my mind, that any fuithei delay in the decision 
of this momentous question might occasion evils, of which the 
lemedy might hereaftei become considerably difficult, if not 
absolutely impiacticable The uniestramed piogress of the 
foreign trade m the present season, added to its great increase 
duimgthe last, might have established its predominance over the 
piivate trade of Biitish subjects to an extent, which no future 
regulation might have proved sufficient to limit or restrain The 
difficulty of diveiting this lucrative commerce from the channel 
into which it had been foiced, would natuially be aggravated in 
pioportion to the length of time dm mg which the trade should 
continue to flow m that couise 

Undei these seiious impressions, and convinced that a prompt 
decision was demanded with a degree of exigency equal to the 
impoitance of the question at issue, I directed the accompanying 
notice to be published at Fort William, on the 19th instant, and 
I oidered the governments of Fort St Geoige and Bombay, to 
publish coi respondent adveitisements at those Piesidencies with 
such modifications, as local ciicumstances may render indispen- 
sably necessary 

It will rest with youi honourable Court to determine, whether 
this plan shall be lendeied permanent A temporary lestramt 
is now applied to the progiess of the foreign trade m India, 
dm mg the present season , and a tempoiaiy encouragement is 
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granted, foi the same peiiod of time to that of British subjects 
resident AVithin your dominions, ample time is thus afforded for 
the dehbeiate foimation of your final judgment , the result of 
which I shall await with a respectful, but confident hope, that 
youi wisdom may approve and perpetuate the policy which 
dictated my orders of the 5th of October, 1798, and of the 19th 
of September, 1800 , and that your liberality may confirm to all 
the interests affected by this important measure, the lasting en- 
joyment of those commercial and political advantages, which it 
has been my constant endeavour, under your countenance and 
favor, to cultivate, to improve, and to extend 

I have the honour to be, honourable Sirs, 
with the greatest respect, 

Your most obedient and faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 


X EDUCATION OF CIVIL SERVANTS. 

105 The G-overnor- General’s ITotes with respect to the 
foundation of a College at Port William. 

Necessity of a special collegiate training of Civil Servants Plan 
of the proposed institution^ and its anticipated benefits 

Fort William, loth July, 1800 

The British possessions m India now constitute one of the 
most extensive and populous empires m the world The imme- 
diate administration of the government of the various provinces 
and nations composing this empire is pimcipally confided to the 
European civil servants of the East India Company. Those 
provinces, namely, Bengal, Behar, Orissa, and Benares, the 
Company’s Jaghire in the Carnatic, the northern Circars, the 
Baramahal, and other districts ceded by the peace of Sermga- 
patarn, in i792'5 which are under the more immediate and direct 
admmistiation of the European civil servants of the Company, 
are acknowledged to form the most opulent and flourishing parts 
of India , m which prop'erty, life, civil order, and religious liberty 
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aie moie secure, and the people enjoy a largei portion of the 
benefits of good government, than any othei country in this 
quarter of the globe The duty and policy of the British Govern- 
ment in India theiefore require, that the system of confiding 
the immediate exercise of every branch and department of the 
government to Euiopeans, educated in its own semce, and 
subject to its own direct contiol, should be diffused as widely 
as possible, as well with a view to the stability of our own 
interests, as to the happiness and welfare of our native subjects 
This principle foimed the basis of the wise and benevolent 
system mtioduced by Loid Cornwallis, for the impiovement of 
the internal government of the provinces immediately subject to 
the Pi esidency of Bengal 

In pioportion to the extension of this beneficial system, the 
duties of the Euiopean civil servants of the East India Company 
aie become of gi eater magnitude and importance the denomina- 
tions of writei, factoij and merchant, by which the seveial classes 
of the civil seiwice aie still distinguished, aie now utteily in- 
applicable to the nature and extent of the duties discharged, 
and of the occupations puisued by the civil servants of the 
Company 

To dispense justice to millions of people of various languages, 
manners, usages and leligions, to admmistei a vast and compli- 
cated system of levenue throughout distiicts equal m extent to 
some of the most consideiable kingdoms in Euiope , to maintain 
civil order in one of the most populous and litigious regions of 
the woild , these are now the duties of the larger proportion of 
the civil servants of the Company The senior mei chants 
composing the five Couits of Circuit and Appeal under the 
Piesidency of Bengal exercise m each of those Courts a juris- 
diction of greater local extent, applicable to a laiger population, 
and occupied in the deteimination of causes infinitely more 
intricate and numerous than that of any legularly constituted 
courts of justice in any pait of Euiope The senior 01 junior 
mei chants, employed in the several magistracies and Zillah 
Courts, the writers or factors filling the stations of registers 
and assistants to the several couits and magistrates, exercise in 
different degrees, functions of a nature, either purely judicial, 
or intimately connected with the admimstiation of the police, 
and with the maintenance of the peace and good ordei of their 
respective districts Commeicial or mercantile knowledge, is 
not only unnecessary throughout every branch of the judicial 
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department, but those civil servants who are invested with the 
powers of magistracy, or attached to the judicial depaitment m 
any ministerial capacity, although beaiing the denomination of 
merchants, factors oi writers, are bound by law, and by the 
solemn obligation of an oath, to abstain from ever}'- commercial 
and mercantile pursuit, the mercantile title which they bear, 
not only affords no description of their duty, but is entirely at 
variance with it 

The pleadings m the several courts, and all important judicial 
transactions, are conducted m the native languages The law 
which the Company’s judges are bound to administer thioughout 
the country is not the law of England, but that law to which 
the natives had long been accustomed under their former 
soveieigns, tempered and mitigated by the voluminous regula- 
tions of the Governor-General in Council, as well as by the 
general spirit of the British constitution These observations 
aie sufficient to prove, that no moie arduous or complicated 
duties of magistiacy exist in the world, no qualifications more 
vaiious, or more comprehensive, can be imagined than those 
which aieiequired from eveiy British subject, who enters the seat 
of judgment within the limits of the Company’s empire in India 

To the administration of the revenue, many of the preceding 
obseivations will apply with equal force , the merchants, factors 
and writers, employed in this depaitment also, aie bound by 
law to abjure the mercantile denomination appropriated to their 
lespective classes m the Company’s service , nor is it possible 
■for a collector of the revenue, or for any civil servant employed 
under him, to dischaige his duty with common justice, either 
to the state, oi to the people, unless he shall be conversant in 
the language, manners, and usages of the country, and in the 
general principles of the law, as administered m the several 
courts of justice. In addition to the ordinary judicial and 
executive functions of the Judges, Magistrates, and Collectors, 
the Judges and Magistrates occasionally act in the capacity 
of Governois of their respective districts, employing the military, 
and exeicising other extensive powers. The Judges, Magis- 
..lates, and Collectors, are also respectively required by law 
to piopose, from time to time, to the Governor-General in 
Council, such amendments of the existing laws, or such new laws 
as may appear to them to be necessary for the welfare and good 
government of their respective districts In this view the civil 
seiwants employed m the depaitments of Judicature and Revenue, 
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constitute a species of suboidmate legislative council to the 
Governoi-Geneial in Council, and also form a channel of commu- 
nication, by which the Government ought to be enabled, at all 
times, to asceitam the wants and wishes of the people The 
lemaiks applied to these two main branches of the civil service, 
namely, those of Judicature and Revenue, aie at least equally 
forcible in their application to those branches which may be 
described undei the geneial terms of the Political and Financial 
Departments, compiehending the offices of Chief Secretary, the 
various stations in the Secretary’s office, in the Treasury, in 
the office of Accountant-General, together with all the public 
officers employed in conducting the cuirent business at the seat 
of Government To these must be added the Diplomatic bianch, 
including the Secietary m the political department, and the 
seveial residencies at the Courts of our dependent and tributary 
Princes, oi of other native poweis of India 

It IS ceitamly desiiable, that all these stations should be filled 
by the civil seiwants of the Company it is equally evident, that 
qualifications aie lequiied in each of these stations, either wholly 
foieign to commeicial habits, or far exceeding the limits of a 
commercial education 

Even that department of this empire, which is denominated 
exclusively commercial, requires knowledge and habits different, 
in a considerable degiee, fiom those which form the mercantile 
character in Euiope, nor can the Company’s investment ever 
be conducted with the greatest possible advantage and honour to 
themselves, or with adequate justice to their subjects, unless their 
commeicial agents shall possess many of the qualifications of 
statesmen, enumerated in the pieceding observations. The 
manufactuieis, and other industrious classes, whose productive 
laboui is the source of the investment, beai so great a pioportion 
to the total population of the Company’s dominions, that the 
geneial happiness and prosperity of the country must essentially 
depend on the conduct of the commercial seiwants employed in 
piovidmg the investment their conduct cannot be answerable 
to such a chaige, unless they shall be conversant in the native 
languages, and in the customs and manneis of the people, as 
well as in the laws by which the countiy is governed The 
peace, oidei, and welfare of whole piovmces may be mateiially 
affected by the malversations, or even by the ignorance and 
eirors of a commercial resident, whose management touches the 
dearest and most valuable interests, and enters into the domestic 
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conccins of numeious bodies of people, active and acute from 
habitual mdustiy, and jealous of any act of power injurious to 
their pioperties, oi contiary to then picjudiccs and customs 
The Civil sci-vants of the English East India Company, thcrc- 
foie^ can no longei be considcicd as the agents of a commercial 
concern They aic, in fact, the mmisteis and officers of a 
powerful sovcicign , they must now be viewed in that capacity, 
with lefcrence, not to then nominal, but to their real occupa- 
tions They aic icquiicd to dischaigc the functions of Magis- 
trates, Judges, Ambassadois, and Govcinois of provinces, in all 
the complicated and extensive iclations of those sacicd tiusts 
and exalted stations, and under pccuhai cncumslanccs, which 
gieatly enhance the solemnity of cvciy public obligation, and 
aggravate the difficulty of every public charge Their duties 
are those of statesmen in cvciy othci part of the woild, with no 
othei chaiactciistic diffcienccs than the obstacles opposed by an 
unfavouiablc climate, by a foicign language, by the peculiar 
usages and laws of India, and by the manners of its inhabitants 
Then studies, the discipline of then education, then habits of 
life, their manncis and morals should, thcieforc, be so oidcrcd 
and legulated as to establish a just confoimity between their 
jDeisonal consideiation, and the dignity and importance of thcir 
public stations, and to maintain a sufficient coi rcspondence 
between their qualifications and then duties Their education 
should be founded m a gcncial knowledge of those branches 
of htciatuie and science wffiich foim the basis of the education 
of poisons destined to similar occupations in Euiopc To this 
foundation should be added an intimate acquaintance with the 
histoiy, languages, customs and manners of the people of India, 
with the Mahommedan and' Hindoo codes of law and religion, 
and with the political and commeicial mteiests and iclations of 
Gieat Biitain m Asia They should be icgulaily instiuctcd m 
the principles and system wdiich constitute the foundation 
of that wise code of regulations and laws enacted by the 
Governor-General in Council for the purpose of securing to 
the people of this empiie the benefit of the ancient and accus- 
tomed law^s of the country, admmisteicd in the spirit of the 
British constitution They should be w^ell infoimed of the tiue 
and sound principles of the British constitution, and sufficiently 
giounded in the general principles of ethics, civil jurispru- 
dence, the law of nations, and geneial history, in order 
that they may be enabled to disci iminate the characteristic 
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differences of the several codes of law administered within the 
British Empire in India, and practically to combine the spiiit of 
each m the dispensation of justiccj and in the maintenance of 
order and good government Finally, their early habits should 
be so formed, as to establish in their minds such solid foundations 
of industry, prudence, mtegiity, and religion, as should effectually 
guard them against those temptations and corruptions with 
which the natuie of this climate, and the peculiar depravity of 
the people of India, will sui round and assail them m every 
station, especially upon their fiist arrival m India The early 
discipline of the service should be calculated to counteiact the 
defects of the climate and the vices of the people, and to form a 
natural bairier against habitual indolence, dissipation, and licen- 
tious indulgence , the spiiit of emulation, m honouiable and useful 
pursuits, should be kindled and kept alive by the continual pros- 
pect of distinction, and reward, of piofit, and honour, nor should 
any precaution be relaxed m India, which is deemed necessary 
in England, to furnish a sufficient supply of men qualified to fill 
the high offices of the State with ciedit to themselves and with 
advantage to the public Without such a constant succession of 
men in the several branches and departments of this Govern- 
ment, the wisdom and benevolence of the law must prove vain 
and inefficient Whatever course and system of discipline and 
study may be deemed requisite m England to secure an abundant 
and puie source for the efficient supply of the public service, 
the peculiar nature of our establishments in the East, (so far ^ 
from admitting any relaxation of those wise and salutary rules 
and lestraints,) demands that they should be enforced with a 
degiee of additional vigilance and caie, proportioned to the 
aggravated difficulties of the civil service, and to the numerous 
hazards surrounding the entiance of public life m India 

It is unnecessaiy to enter into any examination of facts to 
prove, that no system of education, study, or discipline, now 
exists, either m Europe or m India, founded on the principles, 
or diiected to the objects described in the preceding pages, but 
it may be useful in this place to review the course through 
which the junior civil servants of the East India Company now 
enter upon the important duties of their respective stations, to 
consider to what degiee they now possess or can attain any 
means of qualifying themselves sufficiently for those stations, 
and to examine whether the great body of the civil servants of 
the East India Company, at any of the Presidencies, can noVr 
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be deemed competent to dischaige then aiduous and compre- 
hensive ti Lists in a mannei coiicspondcnt to the inteicsts and 
honour of the British name in India, oi to the piosperity and 
happiness of oui native subjects 

The age at which the wiiteis usually airive in India is fiom 
sixteen to eighteen, then parents oi fi lends m England, from 
a variety of consideiations, are naturally desnous, not only to 
acceleiate the appointment at home, but to despatch the young 
man to India at the earliest possible peiiod Some of these 
young men have been educated with an express view to the 
civil seivice in India, on piinciplcs utteily ciioncous, and inap- 
plicable to Its actual condition; confoimably to this eiror, they 
have leceived a limited education, confined principally to com- 
meicial knowledge and in no dcgiec extended to those liberal 
studies which constitute the basis of education at public schools 
in England Even this limited couise of study is inteirupted 
at the eai ly pei lod of fifteen or seventeen yeai s 

It would be supeifluous to entei into any aigument to demon- 
strate the absolute insufficiency of this class of young men to 
execute the duties of any station whatevei in the civil service of 
the Company beyond the menial, laboiious, unwholesome and un- 
piofitable duty of a mere copying-clcik Those ivho have i eceived 
the benefits of a bettei education, have the misfoitunc to find 
the couise of their studies prematuiely inteirupted at the ciitical 
period \vhen its utility is first felt, and bcfoie they have been 
enabled to secuie the fiuits of eail)'- application. 

Both descriptions of young men, those wdiose education has 
been originally erioneous and defective, and those, the early 
promise of whose studies has been unseasonably broken, once 
ai lived in India, aie equally piecluded fiom the means, either of 
commencing a new and judicious course of study, adapted to 
their new situation, or of prosecuting that couise which had 
been prematuiely interrupted Not only no encouiagcment is 
offered by the piesent constitution and piactice of the civil 
service to any such pui suits, but difficulties and obstacles are 
piesented by both, which lendei it neaily impossible for any 
young man, whatever may be his disposition, to puisue any 
systematic plan of study, either with a view to remedy the 
defects, oi to improve the advantages of his foi mer education 
On the arrival of the waters m India, they are eithei stationed 
in the interior of the country, or employed in some office at the 
' Presidency 
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If stationed in the interior of the country, they are placed 
in situations which lequire a knowledge of the language and 
customs of the natives , or of the regulations and laws , or of 
the general pimciples of jurisprudence, oi of the details of the 
established system of revenue, or of the nature of the Com- 
pany’s investment , oi of many of these branches of information 
combined In all these blanches of knowledge, the young 
wi iters are totall}’- uninformed. They are consequently unequal 
to their pi escribed duties In some cases, their superior in 
office experiencing no benefit from their semces, leaves them 
unemployed In this state many devote then time to those 
luxuries and enjoyments which their situation enables them to 
command, without making any effort to qualify themselves for 
the impoitant stations to which they are destined They le- 
mam sunk in indolence, until, from their station in the service, 
they succeed to offices of high public trust 

Positive incapacity is the necessary lesult of these per- 
nicious habits of inaction, the principles of public integrity aie 
endangered; and the successful admimstiation of the whole 
Government exposed to hazard This has been the unhappy 
course of many, who have conceived an early disgust in pro- 
vincial stations against business, to which they have found 
themselves unequal, and who have been abandoned to the effects 
of despondency and sloth 

Even the young men whose dispositions are the most pio- 
mising, if stationed m the interior of the country at an early 
period after their ariival in India, labour under gieat disad- 
vantages They also find themselves unequal to such duties as 
require an acquaintance with the languages, or with the branches 
of knowledge already described If intensely employed in the 
subordinate details of office, they are absolutely precluded from 
reviving any former acquirements, oi from establishing those 
foundations of useful knowledge indispensably necessary to 
enable them hereafter to execute the duties of important stations 
with ability and ciedit Harassed with the ungiateful task of 
tiansciibmg papers and accounts, or with other equally fatiguing 
and fruitless labours of a copying-clerk or index-maker, their 
puisuit of useful knowledge cannot be systematic , their studies 
must be desultory and irregular, and their attention to any 
definite puisuit is still moie distracted by the uncertainty of the 
nature of those employments to which they may hereafter be 
nominated No course of study having been pointed out by 
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public institution, no selection prescribed by authority of the 
branches of knowledge appiopriated to each department and 
class of the service, diligence is lost for want of a guide, and the 
most industrious are discouiaged by the apprehension, that their 
studies may prove fruitless, and may fiustrate instead of pio- 
motmg their advancement m the public service 

When their rank in the service has entitled them to succeed 
to offices of importance, the current duties of those offices 
necessarily engross their whole attention It is then too late to 
revert to any systematic plan of study with a view to acquiie 
those qualifications, of which, in the ordinary discharge of their 
official functions, they feel the houily want If, at this late 
season, they should make an effoit to acquire knowledge, it 
must be sought by the interruption of their current business, to 
the detriment of the public interests^ and to the inconvenience 
or injury of the individuals subject to their authority. 

With lespect to the young men attached to offices at the 
Presidency, their duty consists chiefly in transcribing papers 
This duty, if pursued with the utmost diligence and assiduity, 
affords little knowledge of public affairs, is often prejudicial 
to health, and would be better perfoimed by any native or 
Poituguese writer They attain no distinct knowledge of the 
public records , because they pursue no regular course of 1 ead- 
ing, examining, or comparing the documents which compose 
those records , they have, indeed, scarcely time to understand 
and digest those papers which they aie employed to transcribe, 
their acquaintance even with the current affairs of the Govern- 
ment must be limited and paitial, and must rather tend to 
confuse than to instruct their minds At the expiiation of the 
period, during which they usually remain in these situations at 
the Presidency, their knowledge of public business is necessarily 
supeificial and incorrect Having had little intercourse with the 
natives, these young men are in geneial extiemely deficient in 
the knowledge of the' language of the country In the mean- 
while their close and laboiious application to the hourly business 
of tianscribmg papeis has been an insuperable obstacle to their 
advancement m any other branch of knowledge, and at the 
close of two or three years, they have lost the fruits of their 
European studies, without having gained any useful knowledge 
of Asiatic literature 01 business Those whose dispositions lead 
them to idleness and dissipation, find greater temptations to 
indulgence and extravagance at the Presidency than in the 
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provinces, many instances occur in which they fall into irie- 
trievable couises of gaming and vice, and totally destroy their 
health and foi tunes Some succeed, m the_ ordinary progress 
of the seivice, to employments, in which their incapacity oi 
misconduct becomes conspicuous to the natives, disgraceful to 
themselves and to the British name, and injurious to the State 

All these descriptions of young men, upon their first arrival 
in India, aie now exposed to a disadvantage, the most perilous 
which can be encountered at an eaily peiiod of life Once 
landed in India, then studies, manners, morals, expenses or 
conduct are no longer subject to any degree of regulation or 
direction No system is established for their guidance, improve- 
ment, or restraint , no authority has been constituted with either 
the duty or powei of enfoicmg any such system , and they are 
abandoned, at the age of sixteen oi eighteen, with affluent 
incomes to pursue then own inclinations, without the super- 
intendence or contiol of parent, guaidian, or master, often 
without a fiiend to advise or admonish, or even to instruct 
them in the oidmary details and modes of an Indian life 

The piactice of consigning the young writers to the care of 
fi lends resident in India, affords no adequate lemedy to this 
evil Those fi lends are often incompetent to the arduous and 
delicate task imposed upon them , and it frequently happens 
that they may be so far removed from the spot at which the 
young man may be stationed by the Government, that yeais 
may elapse before he may have been able even to see the 
persons appointed by his European friends to superintend his 
introduction into India 

In earlier peiiods of our establishment, when the annual 
incomes of the civil servants weie of a more fluctuating nature, 
and derived from sources more vague and indefinite, the tables 
of the senior servants weie usually open to those recently 
arrived fiom Europe, and the young writers, upon their first 
landing in India, were frequently admitted and domiciliated in 
the families established at the Presidency or m the provinces. 

The objections to this loose and irregular system are numeious 
and obvious Without entering upon that topic, it is sufficient 
to observe, that the definite and regular sources of piofit, estab- 
lished in the civil service by Loid Cornwallis, have occasioned 
a material alteration in the economy of every piivate family 
among the civil servants 

Incomes being limited and ascertained, and no other souice 
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of emolument now existing beyond the annual savings from the 
regulated salaries, the tables of the civil sei-vants can no longer 
be open to leceive the numeious body of waters annually 
arriving from Europe , still less can these young men be gene- 
lally admitted to reside habitually in families of which the 
annual expenses aie now necessarily lestiained within certain 
and regular bounds 

Many of the young men, on their fiist aiiival, are, therefore, 
compelled to suppoit the expense of a table , the result of this 
necessity is obvious, and forms one leading cause of expense and 
dissipation 

Under all these eaily disadvantages, without lulc or system 
to diiect then studies, without any piescribed object of useful 
pursuit connected with futuie rewaid, emolument, or distinction, 
without any guide to legulate, or authoiity to contiol then con- 
duct, or to foim, impiove, oi picseive then moials , it is highly 
Cl editable to the individual chaiacteis of the civil servants of the 
East India Company, that so many instances have occurred m 
various branches and departments of the civil service at all the 
Presidencies, of persons who have discharged their public duties 
with consideiable lespect and honour 

It has been justly observed, that all the meats of the civil 
seiwants are to be ascribed to then own characters, talents, and 
exertions, while their defects must be imputed to the con- 
stitution and practice of the seiwice, which have not been accom- 
modated to the piogiessive changes of our situation in India, 
and have not kept pace with the giowth of this empne, or with 
the inci easing extent and importance of the functions and duties 
of the civil servants 

The study and acquisition of the languages have, however, 
been extended in Bengal, and the geneial knowledge and 
qualifications of the civil seiwants have been improved The 
pioportion of the civil servants in Bengal, who have made a 
considerable progress towards the attainment of the qualifica- 
tions requisite in their seveial stations, appears great, and even 
astonishing, when viewed with i elation to the early disad- 
vantages, embarrassments, and defects of the civil service But 
this proportion will appear very different when compared with 
the exigencies of the State, with the magnitude of these pro- 
vinces, and with the total numbei of the civil servants, which 
must supply the succession to the great offices of the Govern- 
ment It must be admitted that the great body of the civil 
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seivaiits in Bengal is not at present sufficiently qualified to 
discharge the duties of the seveial aiduous stations in the 
administiation of this cmpiie, and that it is peculiarly deficient 
in the judicial, fiscal, financial, and political branches of the 
Government 

The state of the civil sei vices of Madias and Bombay is still 
moie defective than that of Bengal. Various causes have con- 
cun ed to aggiavate, in an exticme degiee, at both those Presi- 
dencies all the defects existing m the civil service of Bengal, 
while many ciicumstanccs peculiar to those Piesidencies have 
favouied the giowth of evils at present unknown m this The 
condition of the wiiteis, on their fiist ai rival at either of the 
suboidmate Piesidencies, is still more destitute, and more 
exposed to hazaid, than at Calcutta 

The study oi acquisition of the languages, and of other neces- 
sary attainments, has not been extended in the civil service at 
Madias or Bombay to any considerable degiee To this remaik, 
eminent and meritoiious individual exceptions exist in the civil 
service at both subordinate Piesidencies, but those exceptions 
are not sufficiently numeious to constitute a geneial lule But 
whatevei may be the actual condition of the civil service in its 
supeiior classes at any of the Piesidencies, if the arduous duties 
of that semce have been justly defined m the piecedmg pages, 
if the qualifications lequisite for then discharge have been truly 
described, if the neglected and exposed condition of the early 
stages of the seiwice has not been exaggerated, it must be 
admitted, that those stages of the seivice require additional 
safeguaids, and a more effectual piotection The extraoidmary 
exeitions of individual diligence, the paitial success of singular 
talents, or of peculiar prudence and virtue, constitute no rational 
foundation of a public institution, which should lest on general 
comprehensive and uniform pimciples If the actual state of 
the higher classes of the civil seiwice weie such as to justify a 
confidence m the general competency of the civil servants to 
meet the exigencies of their duty, the necessity of coriecting 
the evils stated in the piecedmg pages would still lemain, unless 
the facts alleged could be disproved It would still be a duty 
incumbent on the Government to lemove any obstacles tending 
to embairass oi letaid the progress of their seivants in attaining 
the qualifications necessaiy for their lespective stations The 
Government is not released from this duty by the extraordinaiy, 
or even geneial exeition of those servants to surmount the 
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eaily difficulties of the fust stages of the service. If the good 
Government of this empne be the primary duty of its sovereign, 
it must evei be a leading branch of that duty to facilitate to the 
public officeis and ministcis the means of qualifying themselves 
for their respective functions The efficiency of the service can- 
not wisely or conscientiously be left to depend on the success of 
individual oi accidental merit, stuigglmg against the defects of 
established institutions. A due administiation of our affaiis 
can alone be sccuied by the constant effect of public institutions, 
opciating in a icgulai and unintcriuptcd course upon the various 
characteis, talents, and acquirements of individuals The nature 
of our establishments should fuinish fixed and systematic 
encouiagcmcnt to animate, to facilitate, to rcwaid the piogrcss 
of mdustiy and viitue, and fixed and S3*stcmatic discipline, to 
rcpiess and coricct the excesses of contiary dispositions 

Fiom these icmarks may be deduced the indispensable neces- 
sity of pioviding some effectual and speedy remedy foi the 
defects in the education of the young men destined to the civil 
service in India. The natuic of that icmedy will afford matter 
of seiious discussion 

It may, howcvci, be useful, previously to that discussion, to 
advert to a general topic of aigumcnt, which may possibly be 
adduced to disprove the necessit}’’ of any new institution foi the 
impiovcmcnt of the ci\il semcc of the East India Company 
It may be contended, that this service, through a long period of 
3 ^eais, and m the couise of various changes and chances, has 
always furnished men equal to the exigency of the occasion , 
that servants of the Company have never been wanting to con- 
duct to a happy issue the numerous revolutions ^\hlch have 
taken place in the affaiis of the Company in India, and that 
these eminent personages have ultimately fixed the British 
empire in India on the most solid foundations of glory, wealth, 
and power Why, theicfoie, should we appichend, that this 
source, hitherto so fiuitful and fuinishing so abundant a supply 
of viitue and talents, will fail m the present age, and prove 
insufficient to the actual demands of oui inteiests in this quarter 
of the globe ? The answer to this topic of argument is obvious 
Extiaoidinaiy combinations of human affaiis, wars, revolutions, 
and all those unusual events which foim the marked features 
and piomment characters of the history of mankind, natuially 
disclose talents and exertions adapted to such emergencies 
That the civil or military sei*vice of the East India Company 
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has supplied persons calculated to meet all the wondeiful 1 evo- 
lutions of affairs in India, is a ciicumstance not to be attributed 
to the oiiginal 01 peculiai constitution of either semce at any 
peiiod of time That constitution has undeigone repeated 
alterations at the suggestion, and undei the diiection of the 
great chaiacters which it has pioduced , and it has still been 
found answeiable to every new ciisis of an extraordinary nature 
But it must never be forgotten, that the successive efforts of 
those eminent personages, and the final result of various revo- 
lutions and wais, have imposed upon the East India Company 
the aiduous and sacred tiust of governing an extensive and 
populous empiie. It is tiue that this empire must be maintained 
in some of its relations by the same spirit of enterprize and 
boldness which acquired it But duty, policy and honour 
requite that it should not be administered as a temporary and 
piecaiious acquisition, as an empiie conquered by prospeious 
adventure, and extended by foitunate accident, of which the 
tenure is as uncertain as the oiiginal conquest and successive 
extension weie extraoidinary , it must be considered as a sacred 
trust, and a permanent possession In this view its internal 
government demands a constant, steady, and regular supply of 
qualifications, m no degiee similar to those which distinguished 
the eaily periods of our establishment m India, and laid the 
first foundations of our empiie The stability of that empire, 
whose magnitude is the accumulated result of foimer enterpiize, 
activity and resolution, must be secured by the durable prin- 
ciples of internal order , by a pure, upright, and unifoi m 
admimstiation of justice, by a prudent and temperate system 
of revenue , by the encouiagement and protection of industry, 
agricultuie, manufacture and commerce, by a caieful and 
judicious management of every branch of financial resource , and 
by the maintenance of a just, firm, and model ate policy towaids 
the native poweis of India To maintain and uphold such a 
system 111 all its parts, we shall require a succession of able 
magistrates, wise and honest judges, and skilful statesmen, 
properly qualified to conduct the ordinary movements of the 
great machine of Government 

The military establishments of this empire form no part of 
the subject of the present enquiry It may be sufficient to 
observe in this place^ that their extent, and the spirit m which 
they lequire to be governed, must coi respond with the magni- 
tude of the empire, and with the geneial chaiacter of our civil 
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policy In the civil seivice, we must now seek, not the instiu- 
ments by which kingdoms aie overthrown, i evolutions accom- 
plished, or wars conducted, but an inexhaustible supply of 
useful knowledge, cultivated talents, and well oidered and dis- 
ciplined morals These aie the necessary instruments of a wise 
and well regulated Government These aie the genuine and 
unfailing means of cultivating and impiovmg the aits of peace, 
of diffusing affluence and happiness, willing obedience, and 
grateful attachment over eveiy legion and distiict of this vast 
empire , and of dispensing to eveiy class and description of oui 
subjects the permanent benefits of secuie property, protected 
life, undistuibed ordei, and inviolate lehgion It is not the 
natuie of these inestimable blessings to spiing fiom a tuibid 
souice, 01 to flow in a contracted and ii regular channel 

The eaily education of the civil servants of the East India 
Company is the souice from which will ultimately be deiived 
the happiness oi miseiy of our native subjects , and the stability 
of our Government will bcai a due propoition to its wisdom, 
liberality, and justice 

Fiom the preceding discussion, it appeals, that the actual 
state of the Company’s civil service in India is far removed fiom 
peifection or efficiency, and that the cause of this defect is to be 
found pimcipally, if not exclusively, in the defective education 
of the junioi civil ser\>'ants, and m the insufficient discipline of 
the eaily stages of the sciwice The facts, which have been 
reviewed in the couise of this discussion, furnish the mam 
principles on which an impioved system of education and dis- 
cipline may be founded with a view to secuie the important 
ends of such an institution 

The defects of the piesent condition of the civil seiwice may 
be comprised under the following heads 

First, An erioneous system of education in Euiopc confined to 
commeicial and mercantile studies 

Secondly, The prematuie mteiruption of a couise of study 
judiciously commenced m Europe 

Thirdly, The exposed and destitute condition of young men 
on their first arrival in India, and the want of a systematic 
guidance and established authoiity to regulate and control 
their moral and lehgious conduct in the early stages of the 
service 

Fourthly, The want of a similai system «.nd authority to pre- 
scribe and enforce a regular course of study, under which the 
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young men upon then aiiival in India might be enabled to 
collect the eriois, 01 to pin sue and confiim the advantages of 
their Euiopean education, and to attain a knowledge of the 
languages, laws, usages and customs of India, togethei with such 
othci blanches of knowledge, as aie lequisite to qualify them 
foi then seveial stations. 

Fifthly, The want of such regulations as shall establish a 
necessaiy and inviolable connection between piomotion in the 
civil SCI vice, and the possession of those qualifications lequisite 
foi the due discharge of the seveial civil stations 

It is obvious, that an education exclusively Euiopean, 01 
Indian, would not afford an adequate lemedy foi such of these 
defects, as relate to the morals and studies of the East India 
Company’s seivants, and would not qualify them for the dis- 
chaigc of duties of a mixed and complicated nature, involving 
the combined principles of Asiatic and European policy and 
gov^ernment Then education must thcicfoie be of a mixed 
natuie, its foundation must be judiciously laid in England, and 
tlic supcistiuctuie sj^stematically completed in India 

An impoitant question may aiisc, with icspcct to the pro- 
poition of time to be employed in that part of the education 
of the junioi civil sciwants, which should be appiopiiated to 
England , and completed pieviously to then dcpaituie foi India 
It may be contended, tliat many of the enumerated evils may 
be piecludcd by not allowing the wiiteis to pioceed to India 
until they shall have 1 cached a more advanced age, than that 
at which they now usually cmbaik, and by lequiiing them to 
undergo examinations in England, for the purpose of ascei tam- 
ing then pioficicncy in the blanches of knowledge necessaiy to 
the dischaigc of their duties in India 

To this aiiangcment vaiious obj’cctions of a private, but most 
impoitant natuic, will arise in the mind of evciy paient, who 
may have destined his childicn foi India To attain any con- 
sideiable proficiency in the couise of education and study 
desciibed m this paper, must ncccssaiiJy rcquiie the detention 
of the student in Euiope to the age of ao 01 23 years , many 
parents could not dcfiay the cxpencc of such an education in 
England, even if the othei means of prosecuting it now existed, 
01 could heieaftci be piovided at any school or college at 
home 

Other objections of a private natuie might be stated against 
this plan , but those which are founded on public considerations 
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appear to be absolutely insurmountable It is a fundamental 
principle of policy m the British Establishments in the East 
Indies, that the views of the servants of the Company should 
teiminate m the piospect of letuinmg to England, theie to 
enjoy the emoluments aiising fiom a due course of active and 
honouiable seivice in India 

Were the civil scivants, instead of leaving England at the 
age of sixteen oi seventeen, to be detained until the age of 
twenty or two-and-twenty , a gieat proportion of them must 
abandon all hope of returning with a model ate competence to 
their native countiy 

Remaining in England to this advanced age, many would 
form habits and connections at home, not to be relinquished 
at that period of life without gieat reluctance, and few would 
accommodate themselves with readiness and facility to the 
habits, regulations and discipline of the seiwice in India 

While these causes vould lendci the civil servants intractable 
instiuments in the hands of the Government of India, the 
regular progress thiough the semee would also be retarded 
Twenty-five yeais may be taken as the period within which a 
civil seiwant may legulaily acquiie, with piopei habits of eco- 
nomy, an independent fortune in India Upon this calculation, 
before the most successful could hope to be in a situation to 
return to England, they would have attained an age, when many 
of the powerful affections and inducements, which now attract 
the servants of the Company to return to their native countiy, 
would be greatly weakened if not entirely extinguished 

At that age, many from necessity, and many probably from 
choice, would establish themselves peimanently in India It 
IS unnecessary to detail the evil consequences which would 
result to the British interests in India, were such an habit to 
become general in the civil service 

Detention in England to the age of twenty oi tw^enty-two 
years would certainly afford the writers an opportunity of ad- 
vancing then knowledge in the necessary branches of European 
study, but within that period of time, even m those branches it 
could scarcely be completed , especially in the important sciences 
of general ethics and jurisprudence (for how few understandings 
are equal to such a course of study previously to the age of 
twenty,) and it would be entirely defective in the essential point 
of connecting the piinciples of those sciences with the laws of 
India, and with the manners and usages of its inhabitants No 
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establishment foimed in England could give a correct^ practical 
knowledge of the languages, laws and customs of India, of the 
pecuhai habits and genius of the people, of tlieii mode of trans- 
acting business, and of the characteristic features of their vices 
or virtues. These most essential acquirements would, therefore, 
remain to be attained aftei the arrival of the student m India, 
at an age when the study of languages is attended with additional 
difficulties, when any prescribed course of study, when any sys- 
tematic discipline, or regular lestramt becomes iiksome, if not 
mtoleiable As the East India Company’s servants would 
arrive m India at a period of life too fai advanced to admit of 
subjection to any system of 'public discipline or control, they 
must necessarily be left to the dictates of their own discretion 
with regard to whatever pait of their knowledge had been left 
incomplete m Europe 

The wants and expenses of individuals arriving m India at 
the age of twenty or twenty-two yeais would greatly exceed 
the scale of the public allowances to the junior seivants At 
this age no restraint could be applied in India to their moral 
conduct, for the purpose of protecting them against the peculiar 
depiavities incident to the climate, and to the character of the 
natives 

From the early age at which the writers are noiv usually sent 
to India, oppoitunity is afforded to the government on the spot of 
obtaining a knowledge of the chaiacters of individuals, before 
they become eligible to stations of tiust and importance Of 
this advantage the government w^ould be m a great degree 
depiived, if the East India Company’s servants were all detained 
m England until the age of twenty or twenty-two this incon- 
venience would prove nearly an msui mountable impediment 
to the impoitant and necessaiy rule of selecting for public 
office, those best qualified to discharge its duties with piopriety 
and effect. 

The junior civil servants must, therefore, continue to embark 
for India at the age of fifteen or sixteen, that they may be 
tiactable instiuments m the hands of the government of the 
countiy, that their morals and habits may be duly formed and 
protected by proper safeguaids against the peculiar nature of the 
vices and characteristic dangers of Indian society; that they 


^ Sii W Jones was not intelligible to the natives of India, when he 
armed at Calcutta, in any of the oriental languages 
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may be enabled to pass through the service before the vigoui of 
life has ceased, and to letuin with a competent foitune to 
Europe, while the affections and attachments which bind them 
to then native country, continue to operate with full force, 
and lastly, that they may possess legular, seasonable and ceitain 
means of attaining the peculiar qualifications necessary for their 
stations 

Under all these ciicumstances, the most deliberate and 
assiduous examination of all the important questions considered 
m this paper, detei mined the Goveinor-Gencial to found a 
Collegiate Institution at Fort William, by the annexed regu- 
lation. 

This regulation compiises all the fundamental piinciples of the 
Institution. The detailed statutes for the inteinal discipline 
and good government of the College will be framed gradually as 
ciicumstances ma}^ requiie 

A common table and apaitments are to be piovided in the 
College, for all the civil seivants who may be attached to the 
establishment 

The benefits of the establishment are extended to the junior 
civil servants of Foit St George and Bombay, who will be 
diiected to proceed to Fort William as soon as the accommoda- 
tions lequisite foi their reception shall have been provided 

This airangement appeared in every icspect pieferable to the 
establishment of Colleges at both, or cither of those Presidencies 
Independently of the considerations of expense and othei objec- 
tions and impediments to the foundation of such Institutions at 
Fort St George and Bombay, it is of essential importance, that 
the education of all the civil servants of the Company should be 
uniform, and should be conducted undei the immediate supeiin- 
tendance of that authority, which is primarily responsible foi the 
government of the whole of the British possessions in India , 
and which must consequently be most competent to judge of the 
nature and pimciples of the education which may be most 
expedient for the public inteiests ^ 

It may be expected, that the operation of this part of the new, 
institution will ultimately extinguish all local jealousies and pre- 
judices among the several Presidencies , the political, moial, and 
religious principles of all the British Establishments in India, 
will then be derived directly from one common source , the civil 
service of Bengal is unquestionably furthei advanced in every 
useful acquisition, and in eveiy lespect moie regular and coirect. 
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than that of cithei of the suboidiiiate Piesidencies , no more 
speedy 01 efhcacious mode can be devised of diffusing through- 
out India, the laudable spiiit of the semce of Bengal, and of 
extending the benefit of impiovemen ts, which, undei the new 
institution, may be expected to make a lapid pi ogress at the 
scat of the Supicme Government, than by lendeimg Fort William 
the centie of the education and discipline of the junior civil 
seiwants m India. 

Piovision is made for admitting to the benefits of the Institu- 
tion civil seiwants of a longer standing than three yeais (on their 
making application foi that puipose) under such legulations as 
may be deemed advisable The Institution may prove highly 
beneficial to many seivants of this desciiption , as many of 
them will be icceived on the establishment, as its funds and 
other considciations maj^ admit 

Piovision is also made for extending the benefits of the Insti- 
tution to as many of the junior mihtaiy servants, as it may be 
found piacticable to admit fiom all the Presidencies Essential 
benefits will icsult to the Biitish aimies in India, from the annual 
intioduction of a numbei of young men, well veised m the lan- 
guages with which eveiy officei, but paiticularly those belonging 
to the native coips, ought to be acquainted It is also of most 
essential importance to the aimy m India, that it should be 
composed of officers attached by regular instruction, and dis- 
ciplined habits, to the principles of moiahty, good older, and 
subordination 

Fuithei legulations aie m the contemplation of the Governor- 
General, foi the education of the cadets destined for the aimy 
in India, which will be connected intimately with the piesent 
foundation 

It cannot be denied that, duiing the convulsions with which 
the doctrines of the French Revolution have agitated the Con- 
tinent of Europe, cironeous pimciples of the same dangeious 
tendency had 1 cached the minds of some individuals in the civil 
and militaiy service of the Company in India , and the state, as 
well of political, as of lehgious opinions, had been m some degiee 
unsettled The progress of this mischief would at all times be 
aided by the defective and irregulai education of the writeis and 
cadets , an Institution tending to fix and establish sound and 
collect principles of leligion and government in their minds at an 
early peiiod of life, is the best security which can be provided for 
the stability of the British power in India. The letter of the 

3 B 
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Couit of Directors, under date the 25th of May, 1798, has been 
constantly present to the Governoi'Geneial’s mind , it is satis- 
factory to know, after the fullest consideration, that many appre- 
hensions stated in that letter, appear to have been conceived 
with more force than is required by the actual state of any of the 
settlements m India 

But among othei important advantages of the new Institution, 
it will piovide the most effectual and permanent remedy against 
the evils, (as far as they existed) which it was the object of 
the oiders of the Honourable Court of the 25th of May, 1798, to 
collect 

The situation of the junior servants on their early ai 1 ival m 
India, has been fully described in this papei Under the new 
Institution, they will be immediately received by the Provost, (a 
clergyman of the chuich of England ,) they will be provided with 
apartments in the College, and with a common table , conse- 
quently they will be lemovcd from the danger of profusion, extra- 
vagance and excess Eveiy pait of their piivate conduct, their 
expenses, their connections, their manners and moials will be 
subject to the notice of the Piovost, and pimcipal officers of the 
College, and (through the collegiate authoiities) of the govern- 
ment Itself. 

While attached to the Institution, the junior seivants will 
have the most ample means afforded to them of completing 
the European branch of then education, or of conectmg its 
defects , of acquiimg whatever local knowledge may be neces- 
sary for that department of the service, in which, (after matuie 
reflection on their own inclinations, acquisitions and talents) 
they may determine to engage , of forming their manners and 
of fixing their principles on the solid foundations of virtue and 
leligion 

The acquirements, abilities, and moral character of every civil 
servant may be ascertained before he can be eligible to a public 
station, and every selection of peisons for high and important 
offices may be made under a moial certainty, that the public 
expectation cannot be disappointed 

The twenty-fouith clause of the Regulation will afford the 
foundation of a law which may at all times secure the civil 
service against the effects of the possible partiality or ignorance 
of any government 

It IS intended that the allowance of every civil seivant of less 
than three years’ standing, being a student m the College, should 
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be brought to one standard of 300 lupees per month, without 
any allowance for a Moonshy 

As a table and apaitments will be provided for the students, 
this allowance will place them in a better situation than any 
writer of the same standing now enjoys With these advantages, 
under the control of the official authorities of the College, and 
with the benefit of their advice and admonition, aided by statutes 
foi the pievention of extiavagance and debt, it maybe hoped 
that many young men will adopt early habits of economy, and 
will lay the foundations of honest independence at a much earlier 
peiiod than is now practicable This advantage will be consider- 
able m eveiy view, in no one more than as it will tend to contract 
the peiiod of each seivant’s residence m India, to give a nearer 
piospect of return to England, and to keep that desirable object 
more constantly in view. 

The discipline of the College will be as moderate as may be 
consistent with the ends of the Institution It will impose no 
harsh or humiliating lestiamt, and will be formed on principles 
combining the discipline of the Universities in England with that 
of the Royal Military Academies of Fiance and of other 
Euiopean monarchies 

It may be expected that the gieat majoiity of young men on 
their ariival m India, will eagerly embrace the opportunities 
afforded to thernTy this Institution of laying the foundations of 
private chaiacter, of public reputation, and of early independence 
It cannot be supposed that many will be so insensible to their 
own honour and interests, and so destitute of every liberal feeling 
and sentiment, as not to piefer the pioposed course of studies 
in the College to the menial laboui imposed upon them of 
transciibing papeis in an office where, m the nature of their duty, 
they ai e levelled with the native and Portuguese clerks, although 
infinitely inferior m its execution 

Those young men who may not at the first view discover all 
the advantages to be deiived from the Institution, will soon 
improve by the example and communications of others If any 
individuals should continue insensible to the calls of public duty, 
and of private reputation, (and it is of importance that peisons 
of this description should be known before an opportunity has 
been afforded to them of injuring the public interests, by their 
vices and defects,) the public good will demand that they should 
be punished by neglect and exclusion from employment. Con- 
sidering the liberal manner in which the servants of the Company 

3 B a 
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are rewaided for their sei-vices, the public may justly insist on 
submission to whatever regulations may be prescribed by this 
Institution 

The incitements to exertion being as poweiful as the conse- 
quences of contiaiy habits will be luinous, instances of gioss 
neglect oi contumacy will rarely occur In this lespect the 
Institution possesses peculiar advantages, and it will become a 
powerful instiument in the hands of the Government in India, 
which will be enabled theieby to bung the geneial character of 
the servants of the Company to such a standard of perfection 
as the public interests lequire To every other inducement, 
which any Collegiate Institution in the world can supply for 
the encouiagement of diligence, will be added the immediate 
view of official promotion, increase of foitune, and distinction in 
the public service 

If it be asked whethei it be piopei that the whole time of the 
junior servants, for the fiist thiee yeais of then lesidence in 
India, should be devoted to study in the College, and that the 
Company should lose the benefit of then seivices during that 
peiiod, while the junioi servants leceive a salaiy? 

It may be enquired, on the other hand, what is now the occu- 
pation of the civil servants for the first three yeais after their 
arrival in India, what benefit the Company now derives from the 
seiwices of the junior seiwants during that peiiod, and what, m 
general, are now the characteis and qualifications of those 
seivants at the expiration of that period^ 

To all these questions sufficient answeis have been given in 
the preceding pages 

Further details respecting the nature of the Institution will 
be forwaided officially to the Court of Diiectois at an early 
period 

The leasons which induced the Governor-General to found 
the College without any pievious leference to England were 
these, — His conviction of the great immediate benefit to be 
derived from the eaily commencement even of the paitial opeia- 
tion of the plan. 

His experience of the great advantages which had been 
already derived by many of the young men from their attend- 
ance on Mr. Gilchiist, in consequence of the first experiment 
made on a contacted scale with a view to a more extended 
Institution 

His anxiety to impart to the very promising young men 
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ariived from Euiope williin the last thiee yeais, a share of the 
advantages desciibed m this paper, and his solicitude to super- 
intend the foundation of the Institution, and to acceleiate and 
witness its first effects 

This Institution will be best appieciated by every affectionate 
paient in the hour of sepaiation from his child, destined to the 
public service in India Let any paient (especially if he has 
himself passed thiough the Company’s service in India) declare, 
whether the piospect of this Institution has aggravated or miti- 
gated the solicitude of that painful hour — whethei it has raised 
additional doubts and fears, or inspired a more lively hope of 
the honouiable and piospeious seivice, of the eaily and fortunate 
return of his child? 

With legal d to the funds for defiaymg the expense of the 
Institution, the Governor- General does not intend, without the 
sanction of the Honouiable Couit of Diiectors, to subject the 
Company to any expense on account of the Institution, beyond 
that which has alieady leccived then sanction independently of 
the Institution. 

The Honouiable Couit have authorized this Government to 
purchase the Writeis’ buildings, if they can be obtained on ad- 
vantageous teims These buildings cannot be obtained on such 
terms , noi can they be advantageously converted to the final 
pui poses of the Institution A sum equal to the just value of 
the buildings, 01 to the 1 ent now paid for them, will be applied 
towaids the pui chase of a proper spot of giound, and to the 
buildings requisite for the College 

The giound pioposed to be employed is situated on the 
Garden Reach, where thiee or four of the present gardens will 
be laid together, a new load foimed, and a large space of ground 
cleaied and diained This aiiangement will improve the geneial 
health of the neighbourhood of Calcutta, as well as afford ample 
room for every accommodation required for the use of the 
College, or for the health of the students 

The expenses of the Institution will be defrayed by a small 
contribution from all the civil servants m India, to be deducted 
from then salaries This lesouice will probably be sufficient for 
all present purposes, with the addition of the fund now applied 
to the Moonshy’s allowance, and of the profits to be derived 
fiom a new airangement of the Government printing-press 
The Governor-General has not deemed it pioper, in the first 
instance, to subject the Company to any additional expense on 
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account of the Institution The Honouiable Court of Diiectors 
will, however, reflect, that the Institution is calculated to extend 
the blessings of good goveinment to the many millions of people 
whom Piovidence has subjected to our dominion, to peipetuate 
the immense advantages now derived by the Company from 
their possessions m India, and to establish the Biitish Empire in 
India on the solid foundations of ability, integrity, viitue, and 
religion The approved liberality of the Honouiable Couit will 
theiefore ceitamly be manifested towards this Institution to an 
extent commensurate with its impoitance 

It would pioduce a most salutaiy impression in India if the 
Couit, immediately on leceivmg this Regulation, weie to oidei 
the Governor-Geneial in Council to endow the College with an 
annual lent-chaige on the levenues of Bengal, and issue a 
similar oidei to the Goveinoi in Council at Foit St Geoigc 
with respect to the levcnue of Mysoie, leaving the amount of 
the endowment, on each fund, to the Govcinoi-Geneial in 
Council 

All those who feel any concern in the suppoit of the Biitish 
mteiests in India, and especially those whose fortunes have 
been acquired m the scivice of the Company, or whose con- 
nections may now oi heieafter look to this service foi advance- 
ment, will undoubtedly contiibute to the suppoit of this Institu- 
tion Under the auspices of the Couit, it is hoped that a laige 
sum might be laiscd by subsciiption in Euiope The Goveinoi- 
General consideied the College at Foit William to be the most 
becoming public monument which the East India Company 
could laise to commemoiate the conquest of Mysore He has 
accordingly dated the law for the foundation of the College on 
the 4th of May, 1800, the fiist anniversary^ of the reduction of 
Sermgapatam 

The eaily attention of the Governor- General will be directed 
to the Mahommedan College founded at Calcutta, and to the 
Hindoo College established at Benaies In the disoiders which 
preceded the fall of the Mogul Empire and the Biitish con- 
quests in India, all the public Institutions calculated to pio- 
mote education and good morals weie neglected, and at length 
entirely discontinued The Institutions at Calcutta and Benares 
may be made the means of aiding the study of the laws and 
languages in the College at Fort William, as well as of coirect- 
ing the defective moral piinciples too generally prevalent among 
the natives of India 
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An establishment of Moonshies and native teachers of the 
languages under the control of the collegiate officeis at Foit 
William will be attached to the new College, and the young 
men will be supplied fiom this establishment, instead of being 
left (as at present) to exeicise their own disci etion in hiiing such 
Moonshies as they can find in Calcutta or in the provinces. 

These ariangcmcnts lespectmg the native Colleges, while 
they contiibute to the happiness of our -native subjects, will 
qualify them to foim a moie just estimate of the mild and 
benevolent spiiit of the Biitish Government 

In selecting the Gaiden Reach foi the site of the building 
foi the New College, two objects were in the contemplation 
of the Goveinoi-Geneial , first, that the oidinaiy residence of 
the students should be so near that of the Governor-Geneial 
as that he may have the constant means of superintending the 
whole system and discipline of the Institution The distance 
of fifteen 01 sixteen miles, m this climate, would often embaiiass 
the communication. 

Secondly That the College should be removed to some 
distance from the Town of Calcutta The principle of this 
object IS sufficiently intelligible without fuithei explanation; it 
is, however, desirable that the College should not be so remote 
from Calcutta as to pieclude the young men from all inteicouise 
with the society of that city Advantages may be deiived fiom 
a regulated mtei course with the higher classes of that society. 
The Garden Reach combines these advantages, with many 
otheis of space and accommodation The situation of the 
Writeis’ buildings is objectionable on account of their being 
placed in the centie of the town Nor would it have been 
piacticable in that situation (even if the Writers’ buildings could 
have been purchased on reasonable terms) to have obtained an 
aiea of giound sufficiently spacious for the new building 

As It will requiie a consideiable time before the new buildings 
in Gaiden Reach can be completed, it is intended in the mean- 
while to continue to occupy the Waters’ buildings, and to hire 
such additional buildings in the neighbourhood as may be 
lequiied foi the temporal y accommodation of the students and 
officers of the College, for the library, the dmmg-hall, the 
lecture-1 00ms, and othei purposes It will be necessary to make 
some considerable purchases of books for the foundation of the 
libiary The Governor-General will effect whatever purchases - 
can be made with economy and advantage in India Lists of 
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books Will be transmitted 'to England by an early opportunity, 
witli a view to such pui chases as it may be necessary to make 
in Europe, and the Governoi-Geneial entertains no doubt that 
the Court of Directors will contiibute liberally towards such 
purchases That part of the library of the late Tippoo Sultaun, 
which was presented by the army to the Court of Directors, is 
lately arrived in Bengal The Governor-General strongly re- 
commends that the Oriental manuscripts composing this collec- 
tion should be deposited in the hbiaiy of the College at Fort 
William , and it is his intention to retain the manuscripts accord- 
ingly, until he shall receive the oideis of the Court upon the 
subject He will transmit lists of the collection by the first 
opportunity. 

It IS obvious that these manuscripts may be lendeied highly 
useful to the purposes of the new Institution, and that much 
more public advantage can be deiived from them in the library 
of the College at Fort William, than can possibly be expected 
from depositing them in London 

Such of the manuscripts as may appear to be merely valuable 
as curiosities may be transmitted to England by an early 
opportunity 

It IS the intention of the Governor-Genei al that the first term 
of the College should be opened in the course of the month of 
November , and the lectuies on several of the languages, it is 
hoped, be commenced in the course of the ensuing winter 

With the aid of such temporary arrangements as may be 
immediately made, it is expected that many other branches of 
the Institution may be brought into immediate operation, par- 
ticularly those which relate to the expenses, morals, and general 
studies of the young men Fortunately for the objects of the 
Institution, the Governor-General has found, at Calcutta, two 
Clergymen of the Chuich of England, eminently qualified to 
discharge the duties of Provost and Vice-Provost. To the 
former office he has appointed Mr Brown, the Company’s first 
Chaplain , and to the latter Mi Buchanan Mr Brown’s 
character must be well known in England, and particularly so to 
some Members of the Court of Directors , it is in every respect, 
such as to satisfy the Governor -General that his views in this 
nomination will not be disappointed. He has also formed the 
highest expectations from the abilities, learning, temper, and 
morals of Mi Buchanan, whose character is well known in 
England, particularly to Di Porteus, Bishop of London, and to 
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Dr Milner, Mastei of Queen’s College, in the Univeisity of 
Cambridge 

With respect to the Pi ofessoi ships, those which i elate to the 
languages will be best filled in India , and the Governor- 
Geneial entei tains little doubt, that he shall soon be able to 
fill them permanently, m an efficient manner In the mean- 
while, the most laudable zeal has been manifested by such 
persons m the civil and mihtaiy service, as aie competent to 
assist the Governor-Geneial m making a temporary provision 
for the dischaige of the duties of these Professoi ships The 
pel sons piopeily qualified to fill certain of the other Piofessor- 
ships must be sought m Europe The Institution will be so 
flamed as to offei stiong inducements to such persons , and the 
Governor-Geneial will endeavour, at the eaihest possible period, 
to secure the assistance of talents, learning, and morals from 
Europe, adapted to the gieat pui poses of this Institution It 
may be useful to obsei*ve, in this place, that the Professoi s and 
native Moonshies or teacheis will be piohibited from instructing 
any othei peisons than the students of the College The object 
of this regulation is to prevent European paients, resident in 
India, ftom attempting to commence or to complete, by means 
of the new Institution, the legulai education of then children m 
India It is an obviously necessary principle of policy to 
encouiage the present piactice of sending children, boin m India 
of European parents, at an eaily age, to Europe foi education 

The Governor-Geneial means to recommend that the Court 
of Diiectors should heieaftei nominate all persons destined foi 
the civil seivice, at any of the Piesidencies m India, to be 
students of the College at Fort William To each studentship 
(as has already been observed) will be annexed a monthly 
salaiy of 300 rupees, together with apaitments and a common 
table It will be foi the Honouiable Court to decide whether 
the ultimate destination of the student to the Civil Establish- 
ment of Bengal, Fort St George, or Bombay, shall, be specified 
111 the original appointment to the studentship at the College 
of Fort William it would certainly be more advantageous to the 
public service, that no such appointment should be made in 
England, and that the ultimate destination of each student 
should be determined in India under the authority of the 
Government on the spot, accoiding to the inclinations and 
acquirements of the students respectively. The improved state 
of the Civil Service at Fort St. Geoige, and the indispensable 
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necessity of mtioducmg the same improvements into the seivice 
at Bombay, will speedily lender the Civil Scmcc at each of 
those Piesidencies no less advantageous and respectable than 
that of Bengal 

The Govei 1101 -General highly applauds the wisdom of the 
late order of the Court icgulating the lank of the cadets foi 
the artillciy accoidmg to the peiiod of time when they may be 
lespectively reported to be qualified foi commissions under the 
institutions of the Academy at Woolwich. It would be a most 
beneficial regulation to declaie that the lank of all students 
appointed to the College of Foit William, in the same season, 
should be regulated accoidmg to then respective progicss in the 
presciibed studies of the College, and to the public testimonials 
of their lespective merit, established accoidmg to the discipline 
and institutions of the College 

If the Court of Directois should appiovc the pimciples and 
objects of this Institution, and should accordingly ordei the 
Govei noi-Geneial to endow it with a rcnt-chaigc upon the land 
levenue of Bengal and Mysoie, it vould be a giacious act to 
lelieve the Civil Seivice in Ihdia from the tax which the 
Governoi-Gencial intends to impose on the public salaries for 
the suppoit of the College The tax will indeed be vciy light,-. 
but the Couit of Directois may piobably be of opinion that such 
an Institution as the piescnt ought to be supported, lathcr by 
the munificence of the Sovereign of the countiy than by any 
diminution, howevei inconsiderable, of the established allowances 
of the public officers 

Wellesley 


106, Regulation for the College at Port William. 

Fort William, July loth, i8oo 

Regulation foi' the foundation of a College at Fort William in 
Bengal^ and for the better instruction of the funior Civil 
Servants of the Honourable the English East India Company 
in the important duties belonging to the sevei al arduous stations 
to which the said funior Civil Servants may be respectively 
destined in the administration of justice^ and in the general 
government of the British Empire in India — Passed by the 
Governor-General in Council^ on the \oth fuly, i8oo, corre- 
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sponding with the Assar, 1207, Bengal ei a , the ^.th 

Saivnn, 1207, Fussily, the x^th Assar, 1207, Willaity, the 
4th Sawnn, 1857, Sumbut, and the \ ph Suffer, 1215^ Higeree , 
— But by Jus L01 dshtffs special order, bearing date on the 4th 
May, 1800, being the jirst anniversary of the gloiious and 
decisive victory obtained by the British ai ms at Seringapatani, 
the capital of the Kingdom of Mysore 

Wlieicas it hath pleased the Divine Piovidenee to favour the 
counsels and aims of Gieat Biitain in India with a continued 
course of piospeiity and glory, and wheieas, by the victoiious 
issue of seveial successive wars, and by the happy result of a 
just, wise, and modeiate S3^stem of policy, extensive teriitoiies in 
Hindostan, and in the Deccan, have been subjected to the 
dominion of Gieat Britain, and undei the government of the 
Honouiable the English East India Company, m process of 
time a great and powerful empire has been founded, compre- 
hending many populous and opulent piovmces, and vaiious 
nations, diffeiing m lehgious persuasions, m language, manneis, 
and habits, and lespectively accustomed to be governed accord- 
ing to pecuhai usages, doctrines, and laws , and whereas the 
sacicd duty, tiue mteiest, honoui and policy of the British 
nation require, that effectual piovision should be made at all 
times for the good government of the British empire m India, 
and for the prosperity and happiness of the people inhabiting 
the same , and many wise and salutaiy legulations have accoid- 
ingly been enacted fiom time to time by the Governor-General 
in Council with the benevolent intent and puipose of adminis- 
tering to the said people then own laws, usages, and customs, 
in the mild and benignant spirit of the British constitution , and 
whereas it is indispensably necessaiy with a view to secure the 
due execution and administration of the said wise, salutary, and 
benevolent regulations m all time to come, as v/ell as of such 
regulations and laws as may hereafter be enacted by the 
Govcinoi-Geneial m Council, that the civil servants of the 
Honourable the English East India Company exercising high 
and important functions m the government of India, should 
be properly qualified to dischaige the arduous duties of theii 
1 espective offices and stations , should be sufficiently instructed 
111 the general pimciples of literature and science , and should 
possess a competent knowledge, as well of the laws, govern- 
ment, and constitution of Great Britain, as of the several native 
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languages of Hmdostan and the Deccan, and of the laws, usages, 
and customs of the piovmces which the said civil servants 
respectively may be appointed to govern , and whereas the early 
interruption in Euiope of the education and studies of the 
persons destined for the civil seivice of the Honouiable the 
English East India Company piecludes them from acquiring, 
previously to their ariival in India, a sufficient foundation m the 
geneial principles of liteiatuie and science, 01 a competent 
knowledge of the laws, government, and constitution of Great 
Biitam, and many qualifications essential to the piopei dis- 
chaige of the arduous and important duties of the civil service 
in India, cannot be fully attained otheiwise than by a legulai 
couise of education and study in India, conducted under the 
superintendence, direction, and contiol of the supieme authoiity 
of the goveinment of these possessions, and Avhcieas no public 
institution now exists in India, undci which the junior sen^ants 
appointed at an eaily peiiod of life to the civil seiwicc of the 
Honouiable the English East India Company, can attain the 
necessary means of qualifying themselves for the high and 
aiduous tmsts to which they aie respectively destined, and no 
system of discipline 01 education has been established in India 
for the puipose of diiecting and legulating the studies of the 
said junioi servants, or of guiding then conduct upon their first 
arrival in India, or of foimmg, impiovmg, 01 pieseiwing their 
moials, or of encoui aging them to maintain the honour of the 
British name m India by a regular and ordeily course of 
mdustiy, prudence, integrity, and religion , The most noble 
Richard Marquess Wellesley, Knight of the illustiious Ordei of 
Saint Patrick, Sz;c &c , Goveinoi -General m Council, deeming 
the establishment of such an institution, and system of discipline, 
education, and study, to be requisite foi the good government 
and stability of the British empiie in India, and for the main- 
tenance of the interests and honour of the Honourable the 
English East India Company, his Loidship in Council hath 
therefoie enacted as follows 

H A college is her eby f ounded, at Eoit William _in Bengal 
for the better mstiuction of the junior civil seivants of the 
Company, in such blanches of literatuie, science, and knowledge, 
as may be deemed necessaiy to qualify them for the discharge 
of the duties of the different offices constituted for the adminis- 
tration of the government of the British possessions in the East 
Indies 
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III A suitable building shall be erected for the college, 
containing apaitments for the superior officers, for the students, 
foi a library, and for such other pui poses as may be found 
necessary 

IV The Goveinor-General shall be the patron and visitor of 
the college. 

V The members of the Supreme Council, and the judges of 
the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, and of the Nizamut Adawlut, 
shall be the governors of the college 

VI The Governor-Geneial m Council shall be trustee for 

the management of the funds of the college, and shall legularly 
submit his proceedings m that capacity to the Honourable the 
Couit of Directors ^ 

VII The Comptrollmg Committee of Treasury shall be 
tieasuiers of the college 

VIII The Accountant-General, and the Civil Auditor, shall be 
respectively accountant, and auditoi of accounts, of the college 

IX The Advocate-Geneial, and the Honourable Company’s 
standing Counsel, shall be the law officeis of the college 

X The immediate government of the college shall be vested 
m a Provost and Vice-Provost, and such other officers as the 
patron and visitor shall think propei to appoint, with such 
salaries as he shall deem expedient The Provost, Vice-Provost, 
and all other officers of the college, shall be lemovable at the 
disci etion of the patron and visitor 

XI The Provost shall always be a cleigyman of the church 
of England, as established by law 

XH Every proceeding and act of the Patron and Visitor 
shall be submitted to the Honourable the Court of Diiectors, 
and shall be subjected to then pleasure. 

XHI The primary duties of the Provost shall be to receive 
the junioi civil servants on their first arrival at Fort William , to 
superintend and regulate their general morals and conduct , to 
assist them with his advice and admonition , and to instruct 
and confirm them m the principles of the Chiistian leligion, 
accoidmg to the doctime, discipline, and rites of the church of 
England, as established by law 

XIV The Patron and Visitor shall establish such professor- 
ships, with such endowments as shall be judged propei 

XV Professorships shall be established as soon as may be 
piacticable, and regular couises of lectures commenced, m the 
following branches of literature, science, and knowledge 
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Languages — Aiabic, Peisian, Shanscrit, Hmdoostanee, Ben- 
gal, Telmga, Maliiatta,Tamul, Canara, Mahomedan law, Hindoo 
law, ethics, civil jurisprudence, and the law of nations , English 
law, the regulations and laws enacted by the Goveinor-Geneial 
in Council, oi by the Governors in Council at Fort St George 
and Bombay lespectively, for the civil government of the 
British teiritoiies in India, political ceconomy, and particulaily 
the commeicial institutions and interests of the 'East India 
Company, geography and mathematics, modem languages of 
Euiope , Greek, Latin, and English classics , general history, 
antient and modem , the histoiy and antiquities of Hmdoostan 
and the Deccan, natuial histoiy, botany, chemistry, and 
astronomy 

XVI The Patron and Vlsitoi may authorize the same pio- 
fessoi to read lectuies in moie than one of the enumciated 
branches of study, and may at any time unite, or sepaiate 
any of the said professoi ships, or may found additional pio- 
fessoi ships m such other branches of study as may appear 
necessaiy 

XVII The Piovost and Vice-Provost, after having remained 
in the government of the college foi the complete period of 
seven yeais, and any piofcssoi, aftei having lead lectures in the 
college for the complete peiiod of seven yeais, oi of twenty- 
eight terms, and after having lespcctively received, under the 
hand and seal of the Pation and Visitor, a testimonial of good 
conduct during that peiiod of time, shall be entitled to an annual 
pension for life, to be paid eithei m Europe or in India, according 
to the option of the paity. The pension shall in no case be less 
than one-third of the annual salaiy received by such Provost 
or Vice-Provost respectively dining his continuance in the 
government of the college, or by any such Professor, during 
the period of his regular lectuies The pension may in any case 
be increased at the discretion of the Patron and Visitor 

XVIII All the civil servants of the Company who may be 
hereafter appointed on the establishment of the Piesidency of 
Bengal, shall be attached to the college for the fiist thiee years 
after their ai rival in Bengal, and during that period of time, 
the prescribed studies in the college shall constitute their sole 
public duty 

XIX All the civil servants now on the establishment of the 
Presidency of Bengal, whose residence in Bengal shall not have 
exceeded the term of three yeais, shall be immediately attached 
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to the college foi the term of three years from the date of this 
regulation 

XX Any of the junior civil sei-vants of the Company in India, 
whether belonging to the establishment of this Piesidency, or to 
that of Foit St George, 01 of Bombay, may be admitted to the 
benefits of the institution by 01 del of the Goveinor-Gencral m 
Council, for such teim, and undei such legulations, as may be 
deemed advisable 

XXI Any of the junioi military servants of the Company m 
India, whethei belonging to the establishment of this Piesidency, 
01 to that of Foit St Geoigc, or of Bombay, maybe admitted 
to the benefits of the institution, by ordei of the Governor- 
Geneial in Council, for such term, and undei such regulations, 
as may be deemed advisable 

XXII In the college at Foit William, four teims shall be 
obseivcd in each year, the duration of each teim shall be two 
months Four vacations shall also be established in each year , 
the duiation of each vacation shall be one month 

XXIII Two public examinations shall be holden annually, 
and piizes and honoiaiy rewards shall be publicly distiibuted 
by the Provost, in the piesence of the Patron and Governors, 
to such students as shall appear to merit them 

XXIV Degrees shall be established, and shall be rendered 
requisite qualifications for ceitain offices in the civil governments 
of Bengal, Fort St George and Bombay, and promotion m the 
civil seivice shall be the necessary result of meiit publicly 
approved, accoidmg to the discipline and institutions of the 
college 

XXV Statutes shall be framed by the Provost of the college, 
under the superintendence of the Governors of the college, 
respecting the internal regulation, discipline, and government 
of the college, but no statute shall be enfoiced until it shall 
have been sanctioned by the Patron and Visitor The statutes 
so sanctioned shall be printed according to a form to be pre- 
scribed by the Patron and Visitor 

XXVI The Pation and Visitor shall be empowered, at all 
times of his sole and exclusive authority, to amend or abrogate 
any existing statute, or to enact any new statute for the regula- 
tion, discipline, and government of the college 

XXVII A legular statement of all salaries, appointments, or 
removals of the officers of the college, shall be submitted by the 
Patron and Visitor of the college at the expiration of each term, 
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to tile Govcinoi-Gciieial in Council, and by the Govcinoi- 
General m Council to the Honouiable the Couit of Diicctois, 
punted copies of all statutes enacted by the Pation and Visitor 
shall also be submitted to the Governor- Gencial in Council, and 
to the Honouiable the Couit of Directors, at the same pciiods 
of time, and in the same manner 


107 Extract from a public Letter from the Court of Directors 

of the East India Company to Bengal dated 25th May, 1798. 

A71 ohjingatiou on the climacfa and conduct of the servants 

of the Company 

70. Conceiving it a duty incumbent upon us to affoid our civil 
and militaiy scivants, and all Chiistians living undci our pro- 
tection, piofcssing the Piotcslant icligion, the means of attend- 
ing Divine scivice, in which we tiust, those in supeiior station 
will set the example, we most cheerfully acquiesce m your 
proposal for creeling chapels in the piogrcssivc manner pointed 
out in the 63d paragiaph of the lettci to uhich wc aic now 
leplying, such edifices to be as plain and simple as possible, 
that all unnecessary expense may be avoided. 

71 Having thus, as far as depends upon us, piovided for the 
due obseivance of public woiship on the sabbath-day, wc cannot 
avoid mentioning the information wc have icccivcd, that at the 
military stations it is no uncommon thing for the solemnity of 
the day to be bioke m upon by horse-racing, whilst Divine 
woiship, (foi which the sabbath is especially enjoined to be set 
apait) IS nevci peifoimcd at any of those stations, though 
chaplains aic allotted to them And wc have now before us a 
punted hoise-iacmg account, by which it appeals that not less 
than eight matches were lun at Chinsuiah in one day, and that 
on a Sunday We are astonished and shocked at this wide 
deviation fiom one of the most distinguishing and univeisal 
institutions of Christianity. We must suppose it to have been 
so giadual, that tiansitions from one step to another have been 
little observed , but the stage at which it is now arrived, if oui 
mfoimation be true, must appeal to every reasonable man, 
highly discreditable to our government, and totall)'- incompatible 
with the religion we piofess 

73. To pieserve the ascendancy which oui national chaiacter 
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has acquired over the minds of the natives of India, must ever 
be of importance to the maintenance of the political power we 
possess in the East, and we are well peisuaded that this end is 
not to be seived either by a disregaid of the external observ- 
ances of religion, or by any assimilation to Eastern manners 
and opinions, but rathei by retaining all the distinctions of our 
national principles, character and usages The events which 
have recently passed m Europe, point out that the piesent is 
least of all the time m which 11 religion should be promoted 
or encouraged , for with an attachment to the religion which 
we piofess, is found to be intimately connected an attachment 
to oui laws and constitution , besides which, it is calculated to 
produce the most beneficial effects “^m society, to maintain m it 
the peace, the suboidination, and all the principles and practices 
on which its stability and happiness depend 

73 We therefore enjoin that all such profanations of the 
sabbath, as have been mentioned, be forbidden and pi evented , 
and^ that Divine semce be regularly performed, as in England, 
every Sunday, at all the military stations, and all Euiopean 
officers and soldieis, unless hmdeied by sickness or actual duty, 
are to be required punctually to attend, for which such an hour 
is to be fixed as shall be most suitable to the climate The 
chaplains are to be positively ordered to be regular and coriect 
in the perfoimance of their duty, and if any one of them neglect 
It, or by his conduct bring disci edit on his piofession, we direct 
that he be dismissed from our service 

74 We lely on the ready obedience of the commanding 
officers at the diffeient stations, in cairymg this necessaiy 
legulation into execution, and paiticularly depend on the atten- 
tion of our Commander-in-Chief, and of oui Goveinor-General 
for giving it full effect 

75 We are here naturally led to remark, exclusive of what 
relates to the public institutions of leligion, that the general 
tenor of the Indian newspapeis, and peiiodical publications 
which come under our inspection, as well as the piivate infoi- 
mations which reach this country, concur m exhibiting an 
mci easing spirit of luxury and dissipation 111 our principal settle- 
ments, and even at some of the subordinate stations 

76 This suggests to us much mattei of very serious concern 
and appiehension It points to evils incalculable in their con- 
sequences One inference immediately aiismg fiom it is, that 
either fhe geneial scale of allowances and emoluments in oui 

3 C 
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seivice IS too laige, or that by an improvident use of them, a 
piiiiciple of new wants and new desiies is kept m too much 
activity, and thus a tone given to the geneial manners most 
contraiy to that legulated economy on which so much turns the 
weifaie of governments, and the comfoit, independance, and 
lespectability of individuals 

77 It IS on the qualities of oui seivants that the safety of the 
Biitish possessions m India essentially depends, on their viitue, 
their intelligence, then laboiious application, their vigilance and 
public spiiit We have seen, and do still with pleasuie see, 
honouiable examples of all these, we aie anxious to pieserve 
and mciease such examples, and theiefoie cannot contemplate 
without alarm, the excessive giowth of fashionable amusements 
and shew, the tendency of which is to encivate the mind, and 
impair its nobiei qualities, to intioduce a hurtful emulation m 
expense, to set up false standaids of meiit, to confound the 
different oiders m society, and to beget an aversion to serious 
occupations 

78 This taste 111 a society which, with an exception of the 
aiticle of commercial gams, a souicc by no means general, 
derives its whole income mediately or immediately from the 
State, is especially to be dcpiccatcd The piogressive wealth 
and prospeiity of any country, do indeed too natuially increase 
luxury and its attendant evils, but whcic this older is mveited, 
and luxuiy inci eases, whilst the giand souice that supplies it 
remains without proportionate augmentation, as is the case of 
the land revenue of Bengal, now unalterably fixed in its amount, 
the consequences must be eventually ruinous, unless a system so 
preposterous is effectually checked 

79 Believing that the enjoyment of avowed, honourable allow’’- 
anceSj w^ould tend to promote, among other beneficial effects, a 
due legulation of expense, the Company have, from such con- 
siderations, strained their owm means to put then servants on 
the most liberal footing, but wdnlst they feel themselves iveighed 
dowm by the civil and military charges of then establishments, 
they are still fiequently assailed m one w^ay 01 anothei, by new^ 
applications for pecuniary concessions, and yet at the same 
time that we hear of sti aits and hai dships 1 esultmg from 
inadequate allowances, we not only discern evident marks of 
increasing dissipation in the geneial habits of Euiopean society 
in India, but m some of them a spiiit of gaming publicly shewing 
itself in lotteries, and the keen pursuits of the tuif. 
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80. We must here mention the information we have leceived, 
that some individuals at, and under your Presidency, have lately 
mtioduced the pernicious practice of gaming to a very consider- 
able extent, which must be ultimately luinous to many As 
we consider such piactices to be totally incompatible with the 
interest of the Company, we earnestly lecommend it to oui 
Governor-General, to endeavour to discover the names of those 
concerned therein , and if his admonitions should be unavailing 
in putting a stop theieto, we authoiize him to make an example 
of the person or persons who may be the principal promoteis of 
such licentiousness, by removing them fiom office, and sending 
them to Euiope 

81 As m this geneial subject none of our Presidencies on the 
Continent of India is wholly unconcerned, it will behove our 
several governments there to bestow a very serious^ attention 
upon it, and to consider of the means of which, m the way of 
regulation, influence, or retienchment, the gi owing taste for 
expensive living, amusements, and display may be repressed , 
especially we recommend this interesting subject to the care of 
our Governor- General, to whom we are persuaded it will appear 
in its just importance, and from whose judgment and example 
we shall confidently hope for a co-operation with our views 

83 Indeed we are disposed to believe, that many persons give 
into modes of expense less from inclination than the fear of 
being singular , and we think it will be worthy of our servants 
who are honourably distinguished by character, talents, or 
situation, to be distinguished also for model ation and fiugahty 
in then habits of living. 


3 C 3 
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XI THE FLEET. 


108 . The Marquess Wellesley to His Excellency Vice-Admiral 

Bainier, &c. &c. &c. 

Piopricty of the Fleet in the Indian Seas co-operating^ ivithout 

special ordcis from England^ in expeditions projected by the 

Govci nor-Gcnci al, and not deemed imprudent by the Admiral, 

« 

(E\tract) Feb. 5, i8oi 

Sir, 

1 This letter will contain my leply to your Excellency’s 
despatch marked (most seciet B,) of the 2 oth December, i8oo 

2 My sinceie personal lespect foi youi Excellency concurs 
with my sense of public duty, to render that despatch a subject 
of the deepest legiet, and of the most severe disappointment to 
my mind 

3 Your Excellency has signified to me in the first paragraph 
of that despatch, that youi concuri ence in the expedition which 
I had proposed against the Isle of Fiance, is withholden, because 
in your decided opinion no such enteipiize can with piopnety 
be undei taken, unless by the expiess command of the King, 
signified in the usual official form to the British Government of 
India, and to the commanders of his Majesty’s land and sea 
forces Admitting, for the present, that 3 '-our Excellency is 
lequiied to apply this rule to youi own conduct, I cannot admit 
the force of any such rule to be so great, as to impose on 
your Excellency the duty of frustrating or impairing the use of 
such separate means and resources as the Biitish Government 
in India may possess foi the seasonable annoyance of the enemy, 
without reference to your co-opeiation, or to the pimciples by 
which your discretion may be governed 

8. My experience of your Excellency’s uniform zeal and 
alacrity m the prosecution of the public seivice, since my ariival 
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in India, precludes the possibility of my regarding your dissent 
from the proposed expedition in any other light than that in 
which you have stated it, as an intended act of duty towards his 
Majesty And if your Excellency’s objections had been founded 
on the difficulty of the proposed plan of attack, either in the 
present, or in any future season, I should have received with 
respect and consideration the decision of a person whose judge- 
ment on that branch of the subject must necessarily be entitled 
to the utmost degree of attention But your Excellency, ap- 
proving the general outlines of the plan of attack, as founded 
upon the respectable evidence and accurate information furnished 
by Ml Stokes, has declared your decided opinion that no such 
enterprize can with propriety be undertaken, unless by the 
express command of the King, signified in the usual official 
manner to me, and to the commanders of his Majesty’s land 
and sea forces 

9. Injurious to the public seivice as the operation of such a 
principle must be, even if limited to the piesent case, its general 
application appears to me to involve evils of much greater mag- 
nitude, and of more dangerous extent 

10 If the ground of your Excellency’s dissent fiom the pro- 
posed expedition to the Isle of France, be admitted as a general 
rule to govern the conduct of the military and naval service 
in these distant possessions during the existence of war , I ap- 
prehend that the greatest advantage ' must result from thence 
to the cause of the enemy It is an established maxim of state, 
as well as an unqualified principle of public duty, that, m time 
of war, all public officers should employ their utmost endeavours 
to 1 educe the power and resouices of the common enemy of the 
state, and should avail themselves of every advantage which 
circumstances may present for the advancement of the interests 
of their country, by the vigorous prosecution of hostilities. In 
remote possessions the exigency of this duty inci eases in propor- 
tion to the distance from the parent state, and to the consequent 
difficulty of obtaining from home express and precise ordeis, 
applicable to the various emergencies which must arise in the 
course of war If no advantage can ever be taken of the tem- 
porary or accidental weakness of the enemy’s possessions m 
India, without express orders from England, signified through 
the usual official channels, not only to the Government of India, 
but to the commanders of his Majesty’s land and sea forces, it is 
evident that opportunities of reducing the enemy’s power and 
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resources must frequently be lost without the hope of recovery, 
by reference foi formal commands to the source of sovereign 
authoiity at home In the piesent instance, an extraordinary 
and fortunate accident had disclosed to me the weak and almost 
defenceless state of the most important possessions remaining to 
France m this quarter of the globe In my judgment, I should 
have failed m my duty towards my King and countiy, if I had 
waited foi his Majesty’s expiess commands, 01 for his orders, 
signified through the official channels established by Parliament 
foi the government of India, before I had proceeded to take the 
necessary steps for availing myself of the critical posture of the 
French interests within the reach of the foice entiusted to my 
contioul The arduous powers vested in me by Parliament are 
sufficient to render my opinion m India a substitute for the 
occasional and unavoidable defect of precise and express com- 
mands from the sovereign authority of the British empire 

In the exercise of this disci etion I am subject to a severe respon- 
sibility , but wherever it appears to me to be my duty to exercise 
my discretion, and to apply for the assistance of his Majesty^s 
naval force ,m the prosecution of my endeavours against the 
common enemy, I conceive that his Majesty’s naval commander 
IS not only justified in complying with my application, but ab- 
solutely required to aid me, unless the condition of his ships 
shall pieclude their co-operation, or unless, in his conscientious 
judgment, the attempt which I propose may appear to be im- 
practicable, or dangerous to the public sei*vice The want of his 
Majesty’s express commands will never be leceived either by his 
Majesty, 01 by the public, as an admissible justification of the 
conduct of any public officer for declining to co-operate against 
the enemy m an attack which appears to be practicable, and 
which promises advantage tp the general cause 

1 1 Of the rule which I assert, I have fui nished an example in 
my own practice, and if the principle which your Excellency has 
adopted had governed my conduct, the conquest of Mysoor 
would not have been achieved 

12 Your Excellency supposes that the express command of 
his Majesty is necessaiy to justify your co-operation on the 
present occasion, because his Majesty’s express command had 
been signified to the commanders of his naval forces on all similar 
occasions within the compass of your expel lence 

13 It IS undoubtedly the duty of his Majesty’s ministers, in 
time of war, to issue express commands in all cases which can 
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be foreseen, and to which such orders may be justly applicable. 
This piactice will Be moie diligently puisued in proportion to 
the activity and ability of the admmistiation actually in power. 
But howevei geneial such a piactice may have been under the 
admmistiation of his Majesty’s piesent ministeis, during the 
couise of this war, no argument of precedent can thence be 
deiived to exempt public officeis, stationed m distant possessions, 
from the indispensable duty of availing themselves, with promp- 
titude and alacrity, of those invaluable occasions and oppor- 
tunities of reducing the enemy, which 1 emote wisdom cannot 
foiesee, and for which 1 emote authority cannot piovide 

14 By issuing expicss commands for the annoyance of the 
enemy in India, in paiticular instances, the wisdom of his 
Majesty's councils never proposed to render the receipt of his 
expiess pievious commands m time of war, a necessary piehmi- 
naiy of every impoitant act of hostility, nor to foibid the com- 
mencement of any lational entei prize in this quarter of the globe, 
until the diiect notification of his loyal pleasure should arrive in 
an official foim In any case, such a limitation upon the genius 
and spirit of the public seivants m India, could only tend to 
contract our sphere of action, and to impair the predominant 
strength of the British powei But in the present war, contend- 
ing against an enemy of indefatigable activity, of inexhaustible 
resource, and of the most daiing spiiit of adventure, this confined 
policy would weaken all oui means of meeting the chaiactenstic 
advantages of our antagonist, and would leave to him the un- 
disputed possession of the most extensive field for the free 
exercise of his foiniidable powers of enterprize promptitude, and 
boldness 

15 If this aigument could lequire any additional illustration, 
it would be furnished by the extent of the injury which the trade 
and commeice of India have sustained from the activity and 
boldness with which the inhabitants of the isles of France and 
Bouibon have employed the limited lesources of those islands m 
the prosecution of hostilities duiing the piesent war, undei every 
disadvantage of internal discoid, and even of the occasional 
neglect, if not of the positive enmity of France 

1 5 In the midst of all these difficulties and embarrassments, 
the naval force of the French islands has carried into Port Louis 
British property to the amount of above two millions of pounds 
sterling, since the commencement of the present war 

17 My intimate personal knowledge of the characters of his 
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Majesty’s present Ministers, as well as my experience of their 
public conduct, enable me to assuic youi Excellency, that they 
will never become the patrons of any system, which in any 
quarter of the globe shall be calculated to limit the eneigy of 
Biitish talents, to discourage the aidour of British spirit, or to 
open new and secure channels to the enterprizmg character of 
French adventuie. 

1 8 Even m the instances m which express orders have been 
dispatched to India from home in time of wai, gieat latitude has 
always been affoided to the discretion of the Government on the 
spot , and while I have had the honour to hold the arduous 
station m which I am now placed, I have unifoimly claimed 
from his Majesty’s Ministers that degree of confidence which, 
during time of wai, should admit of my selecting, m concert with 
the commandeis of the sea and land foiccs, the time and mode of 
attacking the possessions of the enemy in India. Without this 
extent of confidence, it would be impossible for any person in 
my station to be responsible foi the safety of his important 
chaige On the othei hand, I am persuaded that his Majesty’s 
Ministers rely on me, that no practicable opportunity of reducing 
the enemy’s power in India will be neglected, and it shall be my 
earnest endeavour to justify their confidence in this respect. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Wellesley 
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1 Lord Wellesley’s Oude Treaty. 

Treaty between the Honourable the East India Company and his Excellency 
the Nawaub Viziei Ool Mumatilick, Femeen oo Dowlah, Nazim ool Moolk, 
Saadut Ah Khan Bahauder, Mobauiez Jung, for ceding to the Company, 
in pel petual sovei eignty, cet tain portions of his Excellency’ s ten itorial 
possessions, in commutation of the subsidy now payable to the Company by 
the Vizier 

(Extract ) 

2 The subsidy, which by the second Article of the treaty of 1798, 
his Excellency engaged to pay to the Company (now that territory is 
assigned in lieu thereof and of the expences of the additional troops) is 
to cease for ever , and his Excellency is released from the obligation of 
defraying the expences of any additional troops which at any time may 
be required for the protection of Oude and its dependencies, whether of 
the countries ceded to the Company, or the territories which shall remain 
in the possession of his Excellency the Vizier 

3 The Honourable the East India Company hereby engage to 
defend the territories which will remain to his Excellency the Vizier 
against all foreign and domestic enemies , provided always, that it be m 
the power of the Company’s Government to station the British troops 
in such parts of his Excellency’s dominions as shall appear to the said 
Government most expedient , and provided further, that his Excellency, 
retaining in his pay four battalions of mfantiy, one battalion of Nejeebs 
and Mewatties, two thousand horsemen, and to the number of 300 
Goolandauz, shall dismiss the remainder of his troops, excepting such 
number of armed Peons as shall be deemed necessary for the purpose 
of the collections, and a few horsemen and Nejeebs to attend the per- 
sons of the Aumils 
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4 A detachment of the British troops, with a proportion of artillery, 
shall at all times be attached to his Excellency’s person 

5 That the true intent and meaning of the first, second, third, and 
fourth articles of the tieaty may be clearly understood, it is hereby 
declared, that the territorial cessions being in lieu of the subsidy, and of 
all expences on account of the Company’s defensive engagements with 
his Excellency, no demand whatever shall be made upon the territory of 
his Excellency on account of expences which the Honomable Company 
may incur by assembling forces to lepel the attack or menaced attack 
of a foreign enemy, on account of the detachment attached to his 
Excellency’s person, on account of troops which may occasionally be 
furnished for suppressing rebellions or disorders m his Excellency’s 
territories, on account of any future change of military station, or on 
account of failure m the resources of the ceded districts, arising from 
unfavourable seasons, the calamities of war, or any other cause -what- 
soevei 

6 The territones ceded to the Honourable Company by the first 
aiticle of this treaty, shall be subject to the exclusive management and 
control of the said Company and their officers , and the Honourable the 
East India Company hereby guarantee to his Excellency the Vizier, and 
to his heirs and successors, the possession of the territories which will 
remain to his Excellency after the territorial cession, together with the 
exercise of his and their authority within the said dominions His 
Excellency engages that he will establish in his reserved dominions such 
a system of administration (to be carried into efiect by his owm officers) 
as shall be conducive to the piospenty of his subjects, and be calculated 
to secure the lives and property of the inhabitants , and Ins Excellency 
will always advise wnth, and act in conformity to the counsel of the 
officers of the said Honouiable Company 

9. All the articles of former treaties, for establishing and cementing 
the union and friendship subsisting between the tw^o States, are to 
continue in full force ; and all the articles of the treaty concluded by the 
late Governor- General Sir John Shore, on the part of the Honourable 
the East India Company and his Excellency the Vizier in the year 1798, 
not annulled by this treaty, are to remain in foice and continue binding 
upon both contracting parties 
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Selections from the Wellington Despatches. 

2. Reflections upon the plan for having the army in the 
Carnatic at all times in a state of preparation. 

Mobilization and reinfoi cement of the Madras ai my, against Tippoo 

26th Oct, 1798 

The first question to be considered is, whether, ^vlth any preparation, 
the greatest army which it is possible for the Company to maintain in 
the Carnatic can, in co-operation with the army on the Malabar coast, 
take the field with any prospect of success without assistance in men 
from Bengal The object which these armies must have is the siege of 
Senngapatam, and can they undertake it with any reasonable prospect of 
success, with the numbeis which it is possible for them to bring into the 


field? 

Cav.alr}' 






Native 


* 


1,600 


Eui opean 




800 






2,400 


Artillery 




400 


Native infantiy 



• 

9,000 


Europeans 

. 


• 

3.500 


15.300 

These numbeis aie according to an enlarged calculation of Geneial 
Harris, which provides for leaving in Fort St George, and other neces- 
sary garrisons in the Carnatic, a sufficient number of troops to defend 
them What the army from the Malabar side would be, it is impossible 
to say, but I will suppose it 5000 men, composed as usual of European 
and Native infantry, and of European artillery Thus the army destined 
for the siege of Senngapatam would consist of 20,000 men 

It IS impossible to decide absolutely whether this army would be suffi- 
cient for the siege of Senngapatam without having been at that place, 
and knowing not only its former but its present situation We must 
therefore have recourse to conjecture upon this subject, and must be led 
by probabilities founded upon the experience of the former war , and we 
must at the same time take into consideration the circumstances which 
bear upon the question, and which have occasioned an alteration in our 
situation since that time When Lord Cornwallis made his attempt he had 
about 20,000 men He had, it is true, a larger number of Europeans 
than the army would have at present, and a larger proportion of artillery, 
but I believe the total numbers of his army were not greater than what I 
have above stated that we should have under the arrangement proposed 
by General Harris 
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There are some circumstances, however, in the relative situation of this 
army and Tippoo’s which are consideiabiy advantageous to us. The 
first of these is, that we have now a consideiable body of regulaily disci- 
plined cavalry at that time we had none Another is, that he had at 
that time the fi on tier- we have it now He had parlies which acted con- 
stantly m our real, which obliged Lord Cornwallis occasionally to detach 
large bodies not only for the immediate protection of his convoys, but 
for the safety of the Carnatic, and probably that of his own aimy as we 
have now that iron frontier, the foi tresses of which we never had in our 
possession in the last war, there is no reason to expect that the same 
detachments which w'ere then necessary will be equally so in any war 
that w^e may have in future 

Another consideiation is, that in the former w'ar the opeialions from 
unavoidable causes took two campaigns One of these was the neces- 
sity of reducing Bangalore At present Bangalore is destroyed, and 
although that may by some be reckoned a disadvantage, yet as it is not 
absolutely necessary to adhere to that route to Seringapatam, the dis- 
advantage of w^anting the place as a depot is more than counterbalanced 
by the advantage of not being obliged to wait to take it Either by the 
route of Cauverypoiam or Ryacotta, the communication between Sering- 
apatam and one of our own foi tresses is nearly as short as it is between 
that place and Bangalore , and there is this additional advantage by 
using one of these last routes, that there will be no necessity to take 
many of those large and strong hill forts to which Loid Cornw'allis laid 
siege and took in the last w'ar This will save much time 

Anothei circumstance of advantage in the destruction of Bangalore is, 
that, as probably the operations will not linger out to tw o campaigns, 
there will not be so much necessity for a junction with the Allies as theie 
was in the last war, and time wall not be lost m effecting the junction, 
and time and troops will be saved in taking the places of which it was 
necessary to have possession m order to insure their communication 
with their own country, and all the benefits w'hich we must expect to 
derive from their co-operation In every future war the possession of 
our present frontier will enable us to commence our operations more 
from the southward, and the measures taken to secure a supply of gram 
upon the scene of action will enable us to proceed wathout the immediate 
assistance of our Allies 

Under these circumstances, then, it appears not only that the army 
would be as large as that which Lord Cornwallis had, and wath which he 
succeeded, but that this country has many advantages at present which it 
had not at that time, and which would enable the Government to under- 
take the operation with a better prospect of success than it had formerly, 
_and of success in a shorter period of time 

Those, however, who know most upon this subject, at least wEose 
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official Situation enables them to be the best judges, say that this number 
of men is not sufficient, and that it is impossible to commence the opera- 
tions against T ippoo Sultaun without assistance m men from Bengal It 
becomes therefore necessaiy to consider the question relating to the state 
of preparation of this army with a reference to that assertion, supposing 
it to be well grounded 

The march of a detachment, say of six thousand men, from Bengal, 
may be supposed to take six months at least Whether the number of 
men is six thousand or eight thousand, it is a matter of indifference , but 
It IS ceitain that, whatever the number may be, it cannot take less than 
six months, and probably it will take more, to bring them down by land 
If then It will take six months to bring down that which will alone 
enable the Government to undertake anything effectual against the enemy, 
why may not the prepaiations be making dunng the time that the rein- 
forcement IS on Its march? Why should the Company be put to the 
expense of keeping up an immense army of 15,000 men constantly m a 
state of preparation for the field, when those who are in the command of 
It, and who propose that it should be kept up to that extent, are of 
opinion that even then it can do nothing ? 

The question then is, is it adi'isable to incur this large expense undei 
these circumstances ? Those articles of preparation which will occasion 
expense are, ist, an establishment of bullocks for the tram, andly, one 
for carnage , srdly, a dep6t of gram , 4thly, an augmentation of the Native 
troops, m order to make the number of those in the centre division m 
readiness equal to 9,000, 5thly, camp equipage for the officers 

There is no doubt but that bullocks might be provided for the tram 
during the time that the Bengal detachment would be coming down, if it 
IS to come down by land , and therefore that it may be said that the 
expense of keeping up draught bullocks in time of peace, with a view to 
their use in war, would not be necessary Howevei, in answer thereto, 
It may be said, ist, that the measures which I shall propose presently 
may bring the Bengal detachment here in a shorter period than six 
months , endly, that the draught bullocks which will have been trained 
for a certain time, will be better than any which are provided just at the 
moment when they are wanted, gidly, not a military, but a political 
object will be gained by having some bullocks, as it will not be necessary 
that foreign poweis should know the full extent of our preparations, and 
probably they may have the effect of preventing the execution of any 
hostile design I therefore think that at all events it is advisable to have 
always ifioo draught bullocks ready 
endly The carriage bullocks. 

I understand that these are to be had m any number by making 
advances to the bullock owners or maistries m proportion to the number 
wanted , that two months will give any number that the army may want , 
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and that any permanent expense, however great (short of the expense of 
keeping at all times the entire number wanted), would not produce them 
m a shorter time If this is the case, it is not advisable to incur any 
expense under this head 

3rdly The expense of a depot of grain is so trifling, it gives so much 
ease to all the first movements of the army, and renders its operations so 
certain, that it ought certainly to be incurred 

4thly The augmentation of the army 

General Harris proposes that ^ regiments should be added to its 
present numbers, even supposing that all the regiments were in the 
Carnatic, &c , and that other means of defence were found for Ceylon 
and the conquests to the eastwaid According to his distribution, there 
would thenbe 9000 disposable Native infantry in the centre division, and 
all the garrisons would be amply provided for Here will be the great 
expense , and as even that number of men will not enable this Govern- 
ment to make a forwaid movement, and as a reinforcement from Bengal 
must still be waited for, I recommend that no part of it should be 
incurred 

The numbei which I think sufficient is from 4000 to 5000 Natives in 
the centre division , and the number of regiments which therefore ought 
to be struck off General Harris’s account is two The mannei in which 
I propose to provide the remainder of the men is, ist To put the Bengal 
marine battalion upon the establishment, and make it a regiment of two 
battalions, or 2000 men, all to be raised at Chittagong andly To turn 
the Calcutta militia into another marine regiment of 2000 men srdly 
If the Nawab-Vizier will consent to reduce his establishment of troops, 
and to take our troops in lieu of them, to raise at Chittagong and upon 
the sea coast all the regiments which must be added to the establishment 
in consequence thereof, but at all events to add a third marine regiment 
of 2000 men to the establishment, even if you should be obliged to 
reduce one of the high caste regiments at present m the service These 
marine regiments should always be kept at Barrackpoor, Midnapoor, 
Burhampoor, &c &c , in the neighbourhood of Calcutta they would 
answer equally well with the others for doing the duty of those places , 
and they would not only enable the Supreme Government, in addition to 
volunteers, to send to this country a large body of troops m a short time 
at short notice, but they would be a body of troops which might be em- 
ployed in all parts of India, and would therefore add infinitely to the 
power of the Company, which is cramped by the prejudices and habits 
of the Bengal Native troops 

If It should be necessary to add any regiments to this establishment in 
consequence of the arrangements with the Nizam, they ought to be 
raised here , as the sepoys of this country are cheaper, and I must say 


^ Blank in manuscript Ed 
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better, than any that can be got m Bengal It may then be said, why 
not raise in this country any force which must be raised avowedly for the 
purposes of its defence ? It must be observed, howevei, there will be no 
additional foice, at least a very small one it will be only an ariange- 
ment, niahing a battalion a regiment, turning militia into regulars, and 
making a high caste regiment one which will go to sea 

5thly Camp equipage for the ofiScers 

What has been said upon the subject of carriage bullocks applies 
equally to the means of conveying camp equipage It can always be got 
ready before the army is ready to take the field, but a sufficiency for a very 
laige body of troops ought to be kept in the stores in the centie division 

Having noticed those subjects which General Hams has mentioned, I 
come now to the consideration of one of which he has taken no notice. 
It is the repair of the garrisons upon the frontier and m the Carnatic 
Both require it, and it will cost some money immediately, as uell as 
annually a certain sum Arthur Wellesley 

'3 Draft of the Description of our March to Major-General 

St Leger. 

Maich of ihc Army io Sennga^afam 

The British grand army and the Nizam’s army had joined previous to 
our entering Mysore, and maiched together The former consisted of 
about 3000 excellent cavalry, five strong regiments of European infantry, 
all good, and eleven battalions of sepoys, with about fifty pieces of 
cannon 

The Nizam’s army, under my command, consisted of the 33rd, six 
excellent battalions of the Company’s sepoys, four rapscallion battalions 
of the Nizam’s, which, however, behaved well, and really about 10,000 
(which they called 25,000) cavalry of all nations, some good and some 
bad, and twenty-six pieces of cannon These armies marched in two 
columns parallel to each other, one from its right, the olhei from its 
left, at the distance of about three miles from each other 

The British cavalry generally led the British column, about 500 of the 
best of the Nizam’s led that of the Nizam, these two generally closed 
towards each other 

One regiment of British cavalry was generally in the rear of the 
British column, the whole of the cavalry of the Nizam in the rear of 
mine, and these rather closed to each other, so that the march of these 
two armies was almost in the form of a square or oblong, of which the 
front and lear were formed of cavalry, and about two or three miles m 
extent , the right and left (owing to the immense space taken up in the 
column by field-pieces drawn by bullocks) about six or seven miles In 
this squaie went eveiything belonging to the army, and the whole space 
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was filled excepting what lay between the leading brigade of infantiy of 
each column, which was left clear, lest it should become necessary to form 

You will have some idea of what there was m that space when I state 
to you the number of bullocks that I know were in the public service, 
and in the employment of bnnjarries or gram merchants, which did not 
compose one-half of the whole number that were with the army* There 
were in the department of the commissary of stores about 25,000, in 
that of the commissary of gram about 20,000, in that of the commissary 
of provisions about 5000, m that of the camp equipage department 
about 5000, making m all in the service of the British grand army about 
60,000 bullocks, of which about 15,000 were di aught, the others carried 
loads 

The Company’s bullock department m the Nizam’s army had m it 
about 3000, divided among different departments Besides these there 
were with the grand army about 20,000 bullocks loaded with giain 
belonging to the bnnjarries, about 8000 loaded with giam for the 
cavalry horses belonging to the gram agents The Nizam’s army (to 
my constant daily annoyance) had with it 25000 bullocks loaded with 
gram belonging to the brmjaiiies Besides all these, the number of 
elephants, camels, bullocks, carts, coolies, plunderers, &c &c , belonging 
to individuals in the arn»y, particularly m that of the Nizam, was beyond 
calculation, but as upon one occasion I had an opportunity of' seeing 
one wing of the Biitish army, and the whole army of the Nizam, move 
light to attack the enemy, that is to say, without anything belonging to 
the public excepting what was necessary for the field tiain, and a few 
days’ provisions for the Europeans, I was able to form a judgment of 
the quantity of private baggage in the army, and I have no scruple in 
declaring that the number of cattle and people in the employment of 
individuals was double that in the employment of the public Yet on 
that day it is fair that I should mention to you the Nizam’s army 
marched above twenty miles You may have some idea of the thing 
when I tell you that when all were together, there was a multitude m 
motion which covered about eighteen square miles 

We brought forward from Madias to Senngapatam a battering tram, 
and in fact a moving arsenal The former consisted of 50 pieces of 
iron cannon, for each gun of which were brought forward 1200 rounds 
of shot and immense quantities of powder, and every kind of small stores 
which are used m an arsenal 

Our march was usually as long as those made by large armies m 
Euiope, from ten to twelve miles, we always staited at six, and we 
arrived at our ground about twelve, sometimes later, if there "were 
difficulties on the road We encamped m two lines fronting different 
ways, and this heap of baggage between us What is most extra- 
ordinaiy, by the order of march and encampment above described, we 
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did not lose anything to signify during our whole march, notwithstand- 
ing the efforts of the enemy’s light troops who constantly attended us, 
and who are certainly the best troops of that kind that I have ever seen ^ 

Welleslet 


4. To tlie Earl of Mornmgton 
Batik of Mallavelly 

(Extract ) Camp, 2 miles west of Senngapatam, 

Sth April, 1799 

My dear Mornmgton, 

In the action of the 27th of March, at Mallavelly, his troops behaved 
better than they have ever been known to behave His infantry 
advanced, and almost stood the charge of bayonets of the 33rd, and his 
cavalry rode at General Baird’s European brigade He did not support 
them as he ought, having drawn off his guns at the moment we made 
our attack, and even pushed forward these troops to cover the retreat 
of his guns This is the cause of the total destruction of the troops he 
left behind him, without loss to us, and of the panic with which we 
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67,971 5 12 

69,862 

! 360,321 4 6 

14.947 

14.981 

43.338 I 14 

14.955 I 14 

29,828 

58,293 3 12 


3 D 

















770 TIPPOO’S LIGHT HORSE COL, WELLESLEY'S REPULSE. 

have reason to believe all his tioops are now affected His light cavalry, 
looties, and others, are the best of the kind in the world They have 
hung upon us, night and day, from the moment we entered his country 
to this Some of them have always had sight of us, and have been 
prepared to cut off any persons venturing out of the reach of our camp- 
guards We came by a road so unfrequented that it was not possible 
to destroy all the forage, which would have distressed us much , but 
they did as much, even in that way, as could be expected from them 
If Tippoo had had sense and spirit sufficient to use his cavalry and 
infantry as he might have done, I have no hesitation in saying that we 
should not now be here, and probably should not be out of the jungles 
near Bangalore. 

Believe me, &c , 

Arthur Wellesley 


6 To tlie Earl of Mornmgton 
Colonel Wellesley's Repulse 

(Extiact ) Camp before Senngapatam, 

iSth April, 1799 

My dear Mornmgton, 

On the night of the 5th we made an attack upon the enemy's out- 
posts, which, at least on my side, was not quite so successful as could 
have been wished The fact was that the night "was very dark, that the 
enemy expected us, and were strongly posted m an almost impenetrable 
jungle We lost an officer killed, and others and some men wounded 
(of the 33rd), and at last, as I could not find out the post which it was 
desirable I should occupy, I was obliged to desist from the attack, the 
enemy also having retired from the post In the morning they re- 
occupied It, and I attacked it again at dajdight, and carried it with ease 
and little loss In the course of the night of the fith and the day of the 
6th the General was enabled to occupy a line of posts which gave 
complete secunty to his camp till the Bombay army joined, at the same 
time that they enabled him to commence his operations for the siege 
with advantage 

I got a slight touch on the knee, from which I have felt no incon- 
venience, on the night of the 5th , and I have come to a determination, 
when m my power, never to suffer an attack to be made by night upon 
an enemy who is prepared and strongly posted, and whose posts have 
not been reconnoitred by daylight We remained m the posts which 
we occupied on the 6th till the Bombay army joined on the 14th. 

Believe me, &c , 

Arthur Wellesley. 
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6 To the Earl of Mornmgton 

Plunder of Seringapatam 
(Extract) Senngapatani, 8th May, 1799 

My dear Momington, 

It was impossible to expect that after the labour which the tioops had 
undergone in working up to the place, and the various successes they 
had had in six different affairs with Tippoo’s troops, in all of which they 
had come to the bayonet with them, they should not have looked to the 
plunder of this place Nothing therefore can have exceeded what was 
done on the night of the 4th Scarcely a house in the town was left 
unplundered, and I understand that in camp jewels of the greatest value, 
bars of gold, &c &c , have been offered for sale m the bazaars of the 
army by our soldiers, sepoys, and followers I came in to take the 
command on the morning of the 5th, and by the greatest exertion, by 
hanging, flogging, &c &c , in the course of that day I restored order 
among the troops, and I hope I have gamed the confidence of the 
people They are returning to their houses and beginning again to 
follow their occupations, but the prop erty of every one is gone 

Belieye me, &c , 

Arthur Wellesley 


7 Memorandum on Oude 


The Compatiy necessarily responsible for the defence and iniernal 
administration of Oude 


(Undated ) 


The province of Oude is situated to the north-west of the provinces of 
Bengal and Bahar, which are under the Bengal government It is 
bounded to the northward by impassable mountains, which separate it 
from the country of Thibet, the river Ganges forming its western 
boundary As the Ganges and Jumna run through it, part of it is 
on the same side of the former as Bengal and Bahar To the south- 
west are Corah, Allahabad, and the Jumna, and to the south the pro- 
vince of Bundelcund, which was possessed by a race of petty Rajahs 
Rohilcund, which lies on the left or east of the Ganges, was not at 
that penod m the possession of the Nabobs of Oude, nor were Corah 
and Allahabad, commonly called the Dooab, and lying between the 
Jumna and the Ganges Benares, however, was tributary to Oude, 

which province is also situated east, or on the left of the Ganges 

Oude is a fertile country, was at that time well cultivated, and is 
peopled by a hardy race, who have for a great length of time supplied 
soldiers to all the states of India 
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NO NATURAL BARRIER BETWEEN OUDE AND BEHAR. 

In this situation it is obvious that the government of Oude must 
always have been an object of jealousy to that power which possessed 
the provinces of Bahar and Bengal, which are situated lower down upon 
the Ganges In fact, these provinces had no natural barrier against an 
invasion from Oude, and depended for their security upon their own 
artifieial means of defence 

This was the case not only in respect to the state of Oude itself, but 
in respect to the Rohillas , to the King,^ who was at that period of time 
m some degree of strength, and to the Mahrattas , each of which 
powers might have found an easy and convenient passage through Oude 
to an invasion of the Company's provinces of Bahar and Bengal 

On the other hand, by the possession of the provinces under the 
government of Oude, or an intimate union with the government, a 
bairier was immediately provided for the provinces under the Bengal 
government Nothing remained on the left or east of the Ganges 
besides the Nabob of Oude and the Company excepting the Rohillas, 
and this river afforded a strong natural barrier against all invaders 
Besides this object, the seat of war, m consequence of the alliance wuth 
or possession of Oude, was removed from the Company's provinces, the 
source of all the means of cairying on war, to those of the enemy, if it 
should have been practicable to carry on offensive \var , or at all events 
to those of the Nabob, if such supposed w'ar should have been reduced 
to the defensive 

By the first treaty with the Nabobs of Oude, the Company were bound 
to assist the Nabob with their troops, on the condition of receiving pay- 
ment for their expenses The adoption of this system of alliance is 
always to be attributed to the weakness of the state which receives the 
assistance, and the remedy generally aggravates that evil It is usually 
attended by a stipulation that the subsidy should be paid in equal 
monthly instalments , and as this subsidy is generally the W'hole or nearly 
the whole disposable resource of the state, it is not easy to produce it at 
the stipulated moment The tributary government is then reduced to 
borrow at usurious interest, to grant tuncaws upon the land for repay- 
ment, to take advances from aumildars, to sell the office of aumildar, 
and to adopt all the measures which it may be supposed distress on the 
one hand and avarice and extortion on the other can invent to procure 
the money necessary to provide for the payment of the stipulated 
subsidies 

As soon as such an alliance has been formed, it has invariably been 
discovered that the whole strength of the tiibutary government consisted 
in the aid afforded by its more powerful ally, oi rather protector ? and 
from that moment the respect, duty, and loyalty of its subjects have been 
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weakened, and it has become moie difficult to realize the resources of 
the state To this evil must be added those of the same kind arising 
from oppression by aumildars, who have paid largely for their situations, 
and must remunerate themselves in the course of one year for what they 
have advanced from those holding tuncaws and other claimants upon the 
soil on account of loans to government, and the lesult is an inci easing 
deficiency in the regular resources of the state 

But these financial difficulties, created by weakness and increased by 
oppression, and which are attended by a long tram of disorders through- 
out the country, must attract the attention of the protecting government, 
and then these last are obliged to interfere in the internal administration 
m order to save the resources of the state and to pieclude the necessity 
of employing the troops m quelling internal rebellion and disorder, which 
were intended to resist the foreign enemy 

Arthur Wellesley 


8. Memorandum on Bengal 

Influetice oflhe Company's 7ule tipon the resources and prosperity of Bengal 

Private Tiade Tiibute 

In the ‘ Remarks upon the Present State of the Husbandry and 
Commerce of Bengal,’ several circumstances are adduced in order to 
prove that that country loses by its connection with Great Britain, as 
that connection at present exists, through the medium of an exclusive 
commercial Company 

The grievances principally complained of are the want of due 
encouragement to the cultivation of its valuable produce, the com- 
mercial monopoly of the Company, which, as it raises the price of 
freight, precludes the possibility of transporting that produce to a 
valuable market, and the proportion of the revenues of the country 
which IS drawn from it as a tribute to the Company and to the British 
Government 

Another circumstance of which complaint is made, but which is 
totally distinct from the abuses of the management of an exclusive 
Company, is the want of encouragement at home to the raw and to 
some of the manufactured produce of Bengal, such as sugar, tobacco, 
raw silk, &c , &c I shall consider each of these with that impartiality 
which should always reign in discussions upon subjects of this nature 

The productions of India are gram, indigo, raw silk, tobacco, sugar 
It has often been a question whether the total rent wffiich is paid by the 
inhabitants of Bengal is greater at present than it was during the dynasty 
of the Moguls or the subsequent government of the native piinces, it 
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however seems now to be understood that it is about equal to what it 
was at those times, and I shall take that for granted 

The sum which is paid to the Government is about equal to that 
which was paid to the Government of the Moguls, and which appeals 
to have been divided into two parts the one was applied to pay the 
expenses of the government in Bengal, the other was sent to the 
treasury in Delhi The expenses of the collection of those revenues 
were about equal to what they are at this moment, and therefore the 
zemindar or landholder, or under whatever title he might have been 
known, retained no more of the rent than he does at this moment under 
the British Government If the profits of the zemindar are small now, 
they were equally so fonnerly, wdnch, in addition to its being a proof 
that there were foimerly no landlords in Bengal, or, in other w'ords, that 
the zemindars were not proprietors, is a proof that the British Govern- 
ment gives as much encouragement to the cultivation and improvement 
of land as was given during the time of the best of the native governors 
But the British Government not only have not taken more rent than 
the native governments, but they have made an engagement that they 
will not take more than they do at present, by making a permanent 
settlement and by giving to the zemindars the property of the soil. 
Therefore, as far as security and permanency give encouragement to 
agriculture, more encouragement has been given by the Bntish Govern- 
ment than by the natives 

It seems, howwer, that there are certain articles which are produced 
in Bengal which require a superior cultivation and a greater expense, 
which neither the tenants nor the landholders are enabled to advance 
Among these, indigo, sugar, tobacco, and silk are enumerated 

In order that these articles may receive the cultivation which they 
require, and in order that there may be a body of landholders capable 
of bearing the expense of giving it to them, it is pioposed that Europeans 
should be allowed to purchase and to become proprietors in India 

The first question is, whether the cultivation would be mended by 
their interference The husbandry in India is said to be very defective 
The simplicity with w'hich all its complex operations are performed is 
not supposed to be advantageous to it, and it is therefore imagined that 
superior ingenuity and management would give a larger product at a 
cheaper rate, and that, m time, the example set by skilful Europeans 
would be followed thioughout the country Notwithstanding the ob- 
jections which the Hindoos have to alter any institution which has been 
handed down to them by their ancestors, many of which are reckoned 
sacred, it is believed that if the advantages of European or British 
management could be made clear to them, it would, in time, be 
universally adopted It is also true that the expense of clearing and 
stocking a farm as it ought to be cannot be borne excepting by an 
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European, and therefore the Europeans ought to be allowed to pur- 
chase, if it IS wished that the agriculture of the country should be much 
improved There are, however, objections to that measure, which arise 
partly from the character of the natives, and partly from the effect which 
the climate has upon European constitutions The natives hold every 
European in the greatest awe, and therefore it is imagined that, if these 
were allowed to settle in such parts of the country as they might think 
fit, they might be induced to tyrannise over the former, who would fear 
to complain, and thus the British name and character would become 
an object of detestation to the Hindoos However, regulations might 
be adopted to prevent this evil, of which the natives might be made 
acquainted , and as they have had many opportunities of witnessing the 
rigour of British justice, even upon British subjects, when they deserve 
it, it IS believed that they would not fear to complain in case of receiving 
an injury The climate is a great objection to suffering the uncon- 
strained resort of British subjects to India ' Those who have not been 
in Bengal are not aware of the effects which its climate has upon the 
European constitution , but they are so great, and those who have been 
there for any length of time become so enervated, that it is doubted 
whether those benefits which are expected would result from their 
residence A European cannot with safety expose himself to the sun 
how then can he hope to superintend the various operations of hus- 
bandry with success? His generation, even supposing him to be 
married to a European woman, dwindles and falls off to such a degree 
that the third generation from the original settler is but little removed, 
m manners and disposition, from the old inhabitants of the country, 
and therefore, excepting by a constant dram from the mother country, 
the full benefits of this colonization cannot be expected 

The policy of the Company’s Government has hitherto been to 
prevent, as much as possible, the residence of Europeans m India , and 
It has been grounded upon the necessity of preserving in the minds of 
the natives a respect for the British name and character, which, it is 
feared, an unrestrained intercourse would tend to remove, as ^\ell as 
upon the danger which would result were they to become acquainted 
with the language and character of the natives m their territories, and 
then to enter into the service of the native princes If an unrestrained 
intercom se hitherto would have produced either of these effects, it is 
equally dangerous at the present moment, even although every British 
subject should become a proprietor, and from some events which have 
taken place lately, from the language which has been held in the 
‘ Remarks,’ it is more than ever necessary for the Company to prevent 
the resort of Europeans to Bengal* The circumstance which tended 
most in the course of the last year to preserve the allegiance of the army 
to the Company’s Government was the desire which every individual 
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had to return to Great Britain, and the certainty that if the violent 
measures proposed were adopted, or that if encouragement were given 
to proceed to extremities, the dooi to his return was shut for ever To 
this no individual, particulaily none of those who have foi tunes suf- 
iiciently large to maintain them, could make their minds up , and the 
consequence was that, at the moment when everything appeared most 
desperate, all subsided If Europeans had been settled with their 
families m India , if these men had, or could have had, their homes in 
that country, the Company would have lost it, and nothing could ever 
have regained it 

By the violence of the language and of the sentiments which are held 
forth m the ‘ Remarks,' by the bitter complaints which are made of the 
British Government and connection, the sentiments of the Company’s 
civil servants and of those who reside m India by the Company's licence 
are very apparent how much more violent would they be if they were 
proprietors of a soil for the commercial advantages of whose inhabitants 
they now so violently contend ' It is to be expected that they would 
likewise make India their home , and thus Gieat Britain would lose its 
strongest hold upon their allegiance, their desire to return to their 
native country However desu'able, therefore, it may be that the natives 
of India should obtain the advantage of British skill and management 
in agriculture, it is not advisable that the Company should suffer its 
servants, or those who reside m India by its licence, to become pro- 
prietors of land 

There are other measures, which, although they might not be equally 
efficacious, might still tend considerably to the prosperity of Bengal, as 
far as that is connected with its agriculture Markets might be estab- 
lished throughout the country, which would enable the cultivator at all 
times to sell his produce without the difficulty and expense attending 
upon a long carnage These would likewise insure a uniformity in 
price, which, above all things, has been found in other countries the 
most favourable to agriculture , and by enabling one distnct to profit by 
the plenty of another, they would insure all parts of Bengal from that 
worst of evils, with which it has been so frequently afflicted, — a famine 

Good roads should likewise be made at first from the principal place 
in each district to those in its neighbourhood These ought to be kept 
in repair The inland navigation ought to be encouraged, and every 
measure ought to be adopted, which, by lendermg its use more easy, 
will make more perfect the communication from one part of this country 
to the other 

If these measures were adopted, the agriculture of Bengal would not 
reqmre the assistance of Europeans, m order that it might be brought 
to a -very sufficient state of perfection 

The commerce of Bengal consists at present m an uniestrained inter- 
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course with all parts of India and the Eastern Seas , in the commerce 
earned on by the Company, and m its intercourse with Europe and 
America by means of foieign nations, and clandestine trade carried on 
by the persons resident in India undei the Company’s licence and by 
Americans, and likewise the inland trade with the northern parts of 
India and the Deccan by the watei -carriage, caravans, &c. &c The 
amount of the whole is four millions and a half 

The freedom of the trade which is carried on with the different parts 
of India IS highly to the honour of the Company, it has more than 
trebled since the peace of ’83 ^ It has suffered m some degree foi want 
of naval protection in the course of this war, but a peace will re-establish 
It again upon its old footing, and it is probable that, with the same 
freedom, it will increase m a greater propoi tion than it has hitherto 
The commerce which the Company carries on with Bengal by means 
of Its monopoly is so little productive, that were it not for the necessity 
of bringing home the surplus of the levenues through the medium of 
trade, lest Bengal should be entirely diained of the precious metals, it 
would be better for them as a commercial body to give up the trade 
entirely However, that trade at present amounts to above a million 
sterling It consists chiefly in piece goods and saltpetre, and some 
indigo, but the price of the Company’s freight is so high, that the 
other articles which are produced in India, and which are marketable 
m Europe, cannot be carried, as their bulk is too great m comparison 
with their value Thus, then, the commerce which the Company carries 
on with Bengal is disadvantageous to itself, and does not tend so much 
to the advantage of that country as it might were it differently managed, 
and did the price of freight come more nearly to what it is really worth 
The price which it is fixed the private traders are to pay for the 
freight they occupy m the Company’s ships is 5/ per ton out and 15/ 
per ton home, which is liable to an addition in time of war The Com- 
pany aver, and, it is believed, with some truth, that their freight costs 
them more , but what article, besides the expense of insurance, can 
repay that price ? It is certain that the Company have monopolized the 
exportation of the most valuable articles ; but still they are losers , and 
how much greater must be the loss of the private traders to whom is 
left the trade in gross produce, and the raw materials of manufactuie 
alone ! A considerable trade has long been carried on with Europe from 
Bengal by American and foreign vessels, and some clandestine trade 
The majority of these American and foreign vessels have belonged 
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to British subjects lesident in India, who thus supply Europe with the 
produce of Bengal without submitting themselves to the control of the 
Company, and without paying any duties in London The amount of 
this trade is supposed to be one million four hundred thousand pounds ^ 
In Older that Government might obtain a control over this trade, that 
London might become its emporium, and that Great Britain might have 
the advantage of levying a duty upon the consumption of Europe of 
Indian articles, the Company w'ere obliged to give 3000 tons, to be 
increased, when necessary, to the private trade , but the price fixed for 
that tonnage is very high, because the Company have retained the 
monopoly of those articles which by their value were most likely to pay 
the tonnage, and as shipping could be procured at a rate infinitely 
lower, the foreign or clandestine trade exists to as great a degree at 
present as it did at the time when the regulation was adopted that the 
Company should furnish a proportion of tonnage to private traders 
These insist that tonnage might be procured at 3/ per ton out, and 3/ 
per ton home However, it seems certain that tonnage can be procured 
at a much cheaper rate than that at which the Company supply it , and 
although it may still be necessary that the trade with Bengal should be 
carried on through the medium of an exclusive Company, there is no 
good reason why the people of Great Biitain should pay the extravagant 
price of this tonnage for the Indian goods they consume, m addition 
to the price they pay for the mismanagement natural to an exclusive 
Company m all its commercial conceins. 

Bengal and Great Britain both suffer from the high price of this 
height Bengal, as it is deprived of the British market foi much of its 
produce , and Great Britain, as it pays a high price for all the Indian 
commodities which it consumes, and as it is deprived of much of the 
Bengal produce which would be useful m its manufactures, but which, 
on account of the high price of freight, cannot be transported with any 
reasonable prospect of profit Therefore, as far as this high price of 
freight tends to deprive Bengal of a market for its produce, the inha- 
bitants have reason to complain of w'ant of encouragement in their 
agriculture , but they have not more reason to complain than the people 
of Great Britain, who, from the same arrangements, suffer both as 
consumers and as merchants and manufacturers 

Without at present entering into the question whether it would be 
advisable or otherwise to lay open the tiade entirely, or whether it would 
be advisable to suffer an unrestrained intercourse between Great Bntain 
and India, it may be said that policy as well as justice requires that 


^ Number of ships about 30 

Tonnage „ , 13,000 
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shipping should be found at the lowest rate, in order that due encouiage- 
ment may be given to the agriculture and commerce of Bengal, and that 
the private trade should be left as free as the nature of the Company's 
government at home and abroad will permit it If measures are not 
adopted having these objects in view, it is not to be expected that the 
clandestine and the foreign trade will not increase , and thus Great 
Britain will lose not only the advantage of being the carriers of Indian 
produce for all Europe, but likewise the duties which she would be 
enabled to levy upon the consumption of Europe upon Indian articles 
in their transit 

Measures having lowness of freight and freedom of trade m view may 
be adopted upon two principles either the commerce with India may 
be laid open to all England from the port of London, and ever}' man 
who pleases may adventure thither, or the Company may be the medium 
of export as well as import. If the former be adopted, the unrestrained 
resort of British subjects to India must be the consequence, which in 
another part of this paper I have objected to, and therefore that 
measure ought to be laid aside , if the latter be adopted, the Company 
ought to be obliged to find freight at the lowest rate to as great an 
extent as private merchants might think fit to call for it These ought 
to be confined as to the time of calling for it, and they ought to pay 
for all they call for, even if it is not used The exportation of British 
manufactures, excepting of militarj' stores, ought to be free, and private 
merchants ought to have it in their option to import whatever they 
might think fit (subject always to the British revenue la^^s), and all 
merchandise ought, as at present, to pay the Company’s duty, and be 
exposed to sale at the India House These regulations would give 
perfect fieedom to the private trade, with cheapness of freight, at the 
same time that the commerce of Great Britain and Bengal would be 
under the control of Government The consequence would probably be 
the annihilation of the Company's commerce , but as it has been already 
said that the Company lose by their connection with Bengal, considering 
it as a commercial concern, no great evil will aiise from that circum- 
stance The Company will be freed from a considerable expense of 
establishments both at home and abroad, which is incurred at present 
merely for their commercial concerns, but when the commerce falls 
into the hands of individuals, and nothing remains to the Company ex- 
cepting the government, the expenses of the former will be separate from 
those of the latter, and both will be better and more cheaply earned on 
It has been already said that the Company neither receive more rent 
from the lands of Bengal, nor do the occupiers pay more under the 
Company’s Government, than the old Governments received, 01 than 
the occupiers then paid, but the Company’s Government, by taking 
into their own hands the monopolies of salt and of opium, have laised 
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the revenues upwards of a million sterling, and out of that arises the 
surplus by means of which the Government are enabled to bring any- 
thing home to Europe. 

In order to ascertain whether the natives of Bengal have any reason 
to complain that the surplus of the revenues over the expense is earned 
to a distant countiy, it is first necessary to ascertain what proportion is 
applied to purposes in India, in which Bengal has an immediate concern, 
and next what proportion goes home , and then the question will arise 
whether the withdi awing these sums from Bengal through the medium 
of commerce is unfavourable to that country 


The amount of the re\ enue received under all heads IS . i 85 ,o 33 ,ooo 

The chaiges in Bengal amount to . 3,127,000 


Suiyilus . 1,906,000 

It cannot be contested but that the establishments at Madras and 
Bombay, Bencoolen and Prince of Wales Island, are essentially necessary 
to Bengal, and even if there were no connection between Great Britain 
and that country, they ought to be supported The interest of the debts 
contracted at Madras and Bomba), as they must be supposed to have 
been contracted in wars in support of the chief establishment, it ought 
likewise to pay , and therefore the supplies to those settlements, and the 
interest of their debts, may be fairly chargeable to Bengal itself, and not 
to Its connection with Great Britain 


The surplus, as aheady staled, is . £1,906,000 

Deduct supplies to Madras and Bombay -£350,000 

„ Pnnee of Wales Island and Ben- 
coolen 50,000 

Interest of debts m India . 561,923 

961,923 

The surplus ivill then be reduced to , . £944,077 

But it appears that the gross amount of the revenue is made up of 
sums received upon bills and certificates, and of sums received for sales 
of goods in Bengal, in addition to the land revenue, the customs, the 
opium, and salt monopolies. The former, as they may be fairly slated 
to be received for a value given, ought to be deducted from the amount 
of the claim, and the account will stand as follows 

Surplus as above . . ^£944, 077 

Amount of sales £350,000 

Bills and certificates . , 126,461 

476.461 


Remaining suiplus 


£467,616 
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The amount of sales ought not to be deducted, as it is not included 
in the gross amount of the revenue 

Surplus as stated . . £467,616 

Add amount of sales . 350,000 

Actual surplus £817,616 

Thus then the sum which Great Britain draws from Bengal is 
817,616/, and this is drawn away m trade 

If the question were, whether the people of Bengal would not be 
more happy and comfortable if they did not pay more revenue than is 
necessary to defray the expenses of their establishments, there could be 
no doubt upon the subject, and if their own comfort were alone to be 
considered, the surplus revenue ought to be remitted to them as soon as 
possible But, as I shall show hereafter, Great Britain has a right to 
expect this tribute from them, it is impossible to devise means by which 
a revenue can be drawn from a people so little to their injury, as that 
which Great Britain draws is injunous to the natives of Bengal 

If specie were not essentially necessary for all the purposes of com- 
merce, and if a dram to the amount of the surplus above stated would 
"not be felt severely m all transactions of barter and exchange in the 
countiy, there would be no harm m sending this revenue home m 
money The amount of the demand m Europe of Indian articles 
remaining the same, the exports from Bengal, the quantity of surplus 
produce for export, would be precisely equal to what they are at present , 
with this diiference, that they would be paid for m the manufactures or 
money of Great Britain, instead of m the money raised from the country 
As the case stands at present, there is a large revenue raised from this 
people It IS spent in the first instance m defending them, and m paying 
the usual expenses of government, in the next, m paying the expenses 
of their dependencies, which may be called their defence , m the third, 
m paying the interest of debts contracted for their defence and security, 
and in the fourth, in a tribute to Great Britain The three last may be 
stated to be laid out m the country in encouragement of agriculture and 
manufactures Supposing the sums laid out for the support of Madras, 
Bombay, &c , for the interest of debts, or for the tnbute, were remitted 
in the revenue, and that the tenantry still continue to pay the same sums 
as at present, which is more than probable, it is doubted whether the 
proprietors of land, into whose hands they would go, would encourage 
the agriculture and manufactures of the country to the degree that they 
are at present encouraged by the present application of the revenue, 
and m that case if the demand for the produce of Bengal, upon the 
coast, &c , and m England were to cease, the country would indeed be 
m a luinous condition 

Therefore, upon the whole, although the peasants may complain of 
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the amount of what they pay, and that so little is left to them, they have 
no reason to complain of the manner m which what is taken from them 
IS applied There is another question upon this part of the subject 
which has been treated with a considerable degree of asperity m the 
‘ Remarks ’ it is whether it is just or right for Great Britain to take 
any tnbute whatever from Bengal ? The first question ought to be, 
whether it is just or right foi one country to conquer another? and 
when the circumstances under which the conquest of Bengal was 
made are considered, the rights of Great Britain to have made that 
conquest are veiy apparent. After a conquest has been made, and 
the Government is in the possession of the conqueror, it is said in 
the ‘ Remarks ' he has no right to any advantage but the Government 
That would be true m some instances, but otherwise in many others 

Some nations when they have made a conquest gam a bariier to their 
former dominions, as the French did in their conquests of Alsace, &c , 
towards the Rhine, and there they have no right to claim any further 
advantages Others gam a monopoly of commerce, as all nations in 
Europe do m the conquest of West India islands, and there likewise 
they have no right to tribute others, again, gam the advantage of men 
and provisions for their armies and fleets, the advantage that the countiy 
in question is not connected with another power, such as Great Britain 
enjoys m her connection with Ireland, fiom which country, although 
she defends it, she has no claim to tribute others get corn at a cheap 
rate, as Rome did from Egypt, from which country she received no 
other tribute But I cannot perceive either a barrier, a useful or neces- 
sarj" monopoly in trade, a connection which gives Great Britain men 
or provisions for her fleets and armies, or gram at a cheap rate, 
m Bengal , and therefore I conclude that m return for the protection 
which that country undoubtedly receives. Great Britain has some right 
to expect remuneration In fact, all conquered countries give the 
conquerors an advantage m some point of view , and Bengal gives none 
to Great Britain, excepting m tribute, which therefore the latter ought to 
take 

In the ‘ Remarks ’ much is said upon the subject of sugars , great 
complaints are made that Great Britain, by the high duties she lays upon 
the importation of sugars from the East Indies, gives an undue pre- 
ference to the West Indies, to the injury of the former If the question 
were abstractedly whether it is proper to pay dearer for a certain com- 
modity when you can get it cheaper, there would be no doubt upon this 
subject, and there is no doubt but that the preference given to the 
West India sugars raises a great tax upon the people of Great Britain, 
and is highly injurious to the natives of Bengal, who undoubtedly 
deserve every encouragement that can be given to them But the 
subject involves questions of greater magnitude than the authors of the 
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‘ Remarks ’ are aware of, and requires the cool and candid judgment of 
an unbiassed mmd to decide upon it, instead of that of persons who/ 
may be fairly stated to be interested in the event 

One leading fact is stated, upon which the whole question turns It 
IS this that if the East Indian sugars were admitted at the same rate 
of duty as the West Indian, even at the present high rate of freight, 
they would undersell them, nay, it may be stated that, owing to the 
disastrous war which has desolated the West India Islands for the last 
^ years, the price of sugars has been raised so considerably, that 
the Company have found it expedient to import sugars from Bengal, 
paying the advanced duty and the high freight. 

These circumstances being considered, the avowed consequence of 
admitting Bengal sugars at an equal duty must be the annihilation of the 
West India Islands 

Before any measures are taken which can have that effect, it will be 
wise to ascertain the nature and the quantity of property there is m those 
islands belonging to British subjects there residing, as well as to those 
who reside in England, all of whom or whose ancestors have purchased, 
or otherwise obtained and hold them, under the implied faith of the 
nation that they were to be supported in them at all times during war, 
and that the commercial policy of the nation in peace was likewise to be 
directed towards their support 

It will likewise be wise to ascertain what quantity of property and 
what quantity of shipping are embarked in this trade under the same 
faith, and after these circumstances tvill have been nicely ascertained, 
and that the nation has determined to make good all reasonable losses 
which individuals may sustain by this change of its commercial policy, 
it may deliberate upon this question, whether it be more for the ad- 
vantage of Great Britain to pay this advanced price for the sugars it 
consumes, and that the natives of Bengal should wait their market for 
that article , or that it should make compensation to all individuals con- 
cerned in the West Indies or in the trade to the islands, for their losses 

Combined with this question there will be others which will claim the 
consideration of those who are to decide upon the subject. Their 
attention will be claimed by the importance of the islands m the hands 
of other powers of Europe at enmity with Great Britain, the importance 
of the trade to them as a nursery for seamen, and a certain resource to 
the nation at the commencement of a war In those points of view, 
even supposing that the pecuniary considerations were out of the 
question, they are of the utmost consequence I have not materials to 
form a judgment of their political importance to Great Britain supposing 
them m the hands of other European powers, but as a nursery for 
seamen, a few facts will show their consequence 


^ Blank m manuscript Ed 
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It has been said that the chmate of the West Indies is so unwhole- 
some that a residence in it is fatal to most of those who go there 

Without disputing that fact, I may safely assert that it is not more 
unwholesome or unfavourable to European constitutions than the chmate 
of Bengal Generally speaking all tropical climates are equally so, and 
that alone which makes one preferable to another is the difference of the 
conveniences and luxuries which are in use by the inhabitants to render 
the climate more bearable Bengal is more favourable to the higher 
class of Europeans than other climates, because it is the custom and the 
fashion there for them to take more care of themselves, but it is not 
more so to the lower orders of people than other places situated in the 
tropics, as they have not more means of taking care of themselves, more 
luxuries and conveniences there, than they have elsewhere Therefore 
upon the whole it may be safely said that Great Britain does not lose 
more seamen in the one country than in the other, considering the 
propoition of the numbers employed in each 

But the advantage which the West India trade has over that of the 
East IS, that the seamen are a shorter time absent from their own 
country m the former than they are m the latter A voyage to the 
West Indies may be stated at six months, during half of which time only 
can it be stated that the men are m a bad chmate , whereas a voyage 
to the East Indies always lasts eighteen months, generally two years, and 
four-fifths of that time are spent in a climate avowedly unfavourable to 
European constitutons Therefore supposing the numbers employed 
m each were the same, it may be concluded that the loss of lives would 
be greatest in that in which they remained longest But there is another 
reason why the West India trade is a preferable employment for seamen 
The voyage is so qmckly performed that the nation has them always in 
her power, the fleets can be manned from them in a short space of 
time whereas if the seamen from the East India fleet were the only or 
principal dependence for manning the navy, weeks and months might 
elapse after a declaration of war before the fleets could put to sea, and 
the disadvantages thereof might have the most fatal consequences The 
seamen employed in the West India trade are generally more expert 
than those employed in the trade to the East Indies They navigate 
seas in which there is a greater diversity of -weather than there is in a 
voyage to the East Indies, during which, if it is commenced at the 
proper season, there will probably be no occasion to alter the sails once, 
however long it may be 

Upon the whole, therefore, the West India trade may be stated to be 
the best school for seamen, and their importance to the welfare, even to 
the existence of Great Britain, should induce the Legislature to adopt 
with great caution any measure which can dimmish the West India trade 
in Older to give a preference to that with the East. 
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It IS to be obseived upon this part of the subject, that it has no ' 
relation to the existence of the Company’s exclusive puvileges of com- 
merce It IS a subject for the consideration of Parliament, entirely 
distinct from that of their monopoly The other articles which are 
stated m the ‘ Remarks ’ to labour under the same inconveniences, such 
as silk, tobacco, &c , as being loaded with high duties on their impoi ta- 
tion from India, in order that thej)- may not come in competition with 
similar articles the produce of foreign European nations or of America, 
must likewise be considered m the same point of view The necessity 
of a naval defence for Great Britain causes the necessity of encouraging 
commerce with all parts of the globe, paiticularly -with those paits which 
aie most contiguous to it. If the commerce of Great Britain were 
confined to one quarter along, its souices of wealth might be stopped, 
the efforts of its enemies, by being directed against that quarter, might 
at all events do the country the greatest injury in time of war, and m the 
event of success the country Avould be entirely ruined As long as its 
commerce is diiected to all quarters, it must flourish, one source may 
be cut off, but others will be found 

Having considered the whole of this subject, I conclude, first, that 
agiiculture is considerably encouraged under the administration of the 
British Government m Bengal , that the measures recommended in the 
‘ Remarks,’ viz to allow Europeans to become purchasers, are impolitic, 
and ought not to be adopted , but that other measures might be adopted 
•which would give to agricultuie all the encouragement it could require 

2 I conclude that it is not advisable to throw open the trade, but 
that the Company ought to be obliged to furnish private traders with 
the quantity of tonnage they might lequiie at the lowest rate at which it 
could be got That the import of Bengal articles ought to be as free 
for private Iradeis as for the Company, and the export of British 
produce (military stores excepted) ought to be the same 

3 That the tribute is not so prejudicial to Bengal as it is stated, and 
that It IS a matter of light, founded upon the policy usually adopted by 
modern and ancient nations in regard to conquered countries 

4 I conclude that the protection given to West India sugars, and 

to other articles the produce of Europe and America, to the prejudice 
of the same produced in Bengal, is necessary on account of the want of 
seamen for the British navy Arthur Wesley 

9 To Lieutenant-Colonel Munro 

Answer io Afwuo’s fij si cr theism on the Baiile of Assye 

(Extract ) Camp at Cheesekair, ist Nov, 1803 

My dear Munro, 

As you are a judge of a militaiy operation, and as I am desirous of 
having your opinion on my side, I am about to give you an account of the 

3E 
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battle of Assye, m answer to your letter of the I9th^ of October, in which 
I think I shah solve all the doubts w'hich must naturally occur to any man 
who looks at that transaction without a sufficient knowledge of the facts 

Before you will receive this, you will most probably have seen my 
public letter to the Governor-General regarding the action, a copy of 
which was sent to General Campbell That letter will give you a general 
outline of the facts Your principal objection to the action is, that I 
detached Colonel Stevenson The fact is, I did not detach Colonel 
Stevenson His was a separate corps, equally strong, if not stronger 
than mine We were desirous to engage the enemy at the same time, 
and settled a plan accordingly for an attack on the morning of the 24th 
September We sepaiated on the 22nd, he to march by the western, I 
by the eastern road, round the hills between Budnapoor and Jaulna and 
I have to observe, that this separation rvas necessary , first, because both 
corps could not pass through the same defiles in one day, secondly, 
because it was to be apprehended that, if we left open one of the roads 
through these hills, the enemy might have passed to the southward while 
we were going to the northward, and then the action w'ould have been 
delayed, or, probablj^, avoided altogether Colonel Stevenson and I weie 
never more than twelve miles distant from each other , and wffien I moved 
forward to the action of the 23rd, we were not much more than eight 
miles apart 

As usual, we depended for our intelligence of the enemy’s position on 
the common hircarrahs of the country Their horse ivere so numerous 
that, without an army, their position could not be reconnoitred by an 
European officer , and even the hircarrahs in our owm senice, who are 
accustomed to examine and report positions, cannot be employed here, as, 
being natives of the Carnatic, they are as well known as an European 

The hircarrahs reported the enemy to be at Bokerdun Their right 
ivas at Bokerdun, which was the principal place in their position, and 
gave the name to the district m w'hich they were encamped , but their 
left, in which w^as their infantry, which I was to attack, was at Assye, 
about SIX or eight miles from Bokerdun. 

I directed my march so as to be wathin tw^elve or fourteen miles of 
their army at Bokerdun, as I thought, on the 23rd But "when I arrived 
at the ground of encampment, I found that I w'as not more than five or 
six miles from it I was then informed that the cavalry had marched, 
and the infantry were about to follow, but were still on the ground at 
all events, it was necessary to ascertain these points , and I could not 
venture to reconnoitre without my whole force But I believed the 
report to be true, and I determined to attack the infantry, if they 
remained still upon the ground I apprised Colonel Stevenson of this 

* The letter referred to will be found in Sir Thomas Munro’s Life by Mi Gleig, 
Vol III pp 177-179 It IS there dated 14th Oct 
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determination, and desired him to move forward Upon marching on, I 
found not only their infantry, but their cavalr}^, encamped in a most for- 
midable position, which, by the by, it would have been impossible for me 
to attack, if, when the infantry changed their fiont, they had taken caie 
to occupy the only passage there was across the Kaitna 

When I found their whole army, and contemplated their position, of 
course 1 considered whether I should attack immediately or should delay 
till the following morning I determined upon the immediate attack, 
because I saw cleaily, that, if I attempted to return to my camp at 
Naulniah, I should have been followed thither by the whole of the 
enemy's cavalry, and I might have suffered some loss , instead of attack- 
ing, I might have been attacked there m the morning , and, at all events, 
I should have found it very difficult to secure my baggage, as I did, in 
any place so near the enemy’s camp m which they should know it was 
I therefore detei mined upon the attack immediately It was certainly a 
most desperate one, but our guns were not silenced Our bullocks, and 
the people who were employed to draw the guns, were shot, and they 
could not all be drawn on , but some were, and all continued to fire as 
long as the fire could be of any use 

Desperate as the action was, our loss would not have exceeded one 
half of its actual amount if it had not been for a mistake in the officer 
who led the piquets which were on the nght of the first line When 
the enemy changed their position, they threw their left to Assye, in which 
village they had some infantry, and it was surrounded by cannon. As 
soon as I saw that, I directed the officer commanding the piquets to 
keep out of shot from that village . instead of that, he led directly upon 
it the 74th, which were on the right of the first line, followed the piquets, 
and the great loss we sustained was in these two bodies 

Another evil which resulted from this mistake was the necessity of 
introducing the cavalry into the cannonade and the action long before it 
was time , by which the corps which I intended to bring forward m a 
close pursuit at the heel of the day, lost many men, and its union and 
efficiency But it was necessary to bring forward the cavalry to save the 
remains of the 74th, and the piquets, which would otherwise have been 
destroyed Another evil resulting from it was, that we had then no 
reserve left, and a parcel of stragglers cut up our wounded, and 
straggling infantry, who had pretended to be dead, turned their guns 
upon our backs 

After all, not^vithstanding this attack upon Assye by our nght and the 
cavalry, no impression was made upon the corps collected there till I 
made a movement upon it Avith some troops taken from our left, after 
the enemy’s right had been defeated , and it would have been as well to 
have left it alone entirely till that movement was made However, I do 
not wish to cast any reflection upon the officer who led the piquets. 

3 E g 
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I lament the consequences of his mistake, but I must acknowledge that 
It was not possible for a man to lead a body into a hotter fire than he did 
the piquets on that day against Assye. 

After the action there was no pursuit, because our cavalry was not then 
in a state to pursue It was near dark when the action was over, and we 
passed the night on the field of battle 

Colonel Stevenson marched with part of his troops as soon as he 
heard that I was about to move forward, and he also moved upon 
Bokerdun He did not receive my letter till evening He got entangled 
m a nullah in the night, and arrived at Bokerdun, about eight miles from 
me to the westward, at eight in the morning of the 24th 

The enemy passed the night of the 2 3rd at about twelve miles from 
the field of battle, twelve from the Adjuntee Ghaut, and eight from 
Bokerdun As soon as they heard that Colonel Stevenson was advanc- 
ing to the latter place, they set off, and never stopped till they got down 
the Ghaut, where they arrived in the course of the night of the 24th 
After his difficulties of the night of the 23rd, Colonel Stevenson was in 
no state to follow them, and did not do so until the 26 th. The reason 
for which he was detained till that day was, that I might have the benefit 
of the assistance of his surgeons to dress my wounded soldiers, many of 
whom, after all, were not dressed for nearly a week, for want of the 
necessary number of medical men ^ 

I had also a long and difficult negotiation with the Nizam’s sirdars, to 
induce them to admit my wounded into any of the Nizam’s forts , and I 
could not allow them to depart until I had settled that point Besides, I 
knew that the enemy had passed the Ghaut, and that to pursue them a 
day sooner, or a day later, could make no difference 

Believe me, &c , 

Arthur Welleslfy 

10. Extracts from Gen. Wellesley’s Correspondence. 

Monsoris Retreat. 

a Monson’s disasters are really the greatest and the most disgraceful to 
our military character of any that have ever occurred The detachment 
had not two days’ provisions , was cut off from its resources by many 
rivers, on which we had neither bridge nor boat , and all measures to 
supply with provisions the only fort (Rampoora) to which, in case of 
emergency, he might have recourse, were omitted. To employ the 
detachment at all was an error ; but the common modes of securing its 
safety have been omitted 

P You will have heard of Colonel Monson’s retreat, defeats, disgraces, 
and disasters He is, however, at last arrived at Agra, he and his detach- 
ment woful examples of the risk to be mcuired by advancing too far 
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without competent supplies, and of the dangei of attempting to retreat 
befoie such an army as Holkar’s is He would have done much better 
to attack Holkar at once, and he would probably have put an end to the 
war At all events, he might have made a better reti eat This is be- 
tween ourselves, as I am very unwilling to circulate my opinion of the 
late transactions to the northv ard I only hope that they will not induce 
our late enemies to break out again 

7 After Colonel Monson’s defeat I acknowledge that I considered the 
peace with the Mahrattas very precarious , and indeed if the success of 
Holkar had continued, I consider that we should have had to fight over 
again not only our battles with the Mahrattas, but those with all the other 
powers of India, whether considered as our dependants or our allies I 
also believe that the Rajah of Berai m particular, and very possibly 
Scmdiah, considered the advantages gained, by Holkar to have been 
much greater than they really weie, that they anticipated farther suc- 
cesses, and the former prepared to take advantage of them 

Assatil/s on Bhniipoo7, 

8 The 4th and 5 th failures before Bhurtpoor are disastrous events, of 
vhich I apprehend the worst consequences They must have blundered 
that siege terribly, for it is certain that, with adequate means, every place 

can be taken , and having been so long before the place, 

adequate means must have been piovided, or m his power The fault 
lies therefore in the misapplication of them, or, most probably, in the 
omission to employ all those w'hich were necessary to accomplish 
the object m view, either through the ignorance of the engineers, or 

the impetuosity of ’s temper, which could not brook the 

necessary delay 

Selections from Sir Thomas Munro’s Correspondence ^ 

11 To General Wellesley. 

Citiictsin 071 Ihe Batik 0 / Assy e 
(Extract) Cawderabad, 28tli Novembei, 1S03 

Dear General, 

I have received your lettei of the ist instant, and have read with great 
pleasure and interest your clear and satisfactory account of the battle of 
Assaye. You say you wish to have my opinion on your side if it can 
be of any use to you, you have it on your side, not only in that battle, 
but in the conduct of the campaign the merit of this last is exclusively 
your own The success of every battle must always be shared in some 


^ Given in his Life, by the Rev G R Gleig 



REASONS AGAINST AN IMMEDIATE ATTACK. 


790 

degiee, by the most skilful general with his troops I must own, I have 
always been averse to the practice of carrying on war with too many 
scattered armies, and also of fighting battles by the combined attacks of 
separate divisions When several armies invade a country on different 
sides, unless each of them is separately a match for the enemy’s whole 
army, there is always a danger of their being defeated one after anothei ; 
because, having a shorter distance to march, he may draw his force 
together, and march upon a paiticulai army, before it can be supported 
When a great army is encamped m separate divisions, it must, of course, 
be attacked in separate columns. But Indian armies are usually crowded 
together on a spot, and will, I imagine, be easier routed by a single 
attack, than by two or three sepaiate attacks by the same force I see 
perfectly the necessity of your advancing by one route, and Colonel 
Stevenson by another, in order to get clear of the defiles in one day, 
I know, also, that you could not have reconnoitred the enemy’s position 
without cariying on your whole army, but I have still some doubts 
whethei the immediate attack was, under all cii cum stances, the best 
measure you could have adopted. Your objections to delay are, that 
the enemy might have gone off and frustrated your design of bringing 
them to battle, 01 that you might have lost the advantage of attack, by 
their attacking you m the morning The considerations which would 
have made me hesitate are, that you could hardly expect to defeat the 
enemy with less than half the loss you actually suffered; that after 
breaking their infantry, your cavalry, even when entire, was not sufficiently 
strong to pursue any distance, without which you could not have done 
so much execution among them as to counterbalance your own loss , 
and lastly, that there was a possibility of youi being repulsed , in which 
case, the great superiority of the enemy’s cavalry, with some degree of 
spirit which they would have derived from success, might have rendered 
a retreat impracticable Suppose that you ^had not advanced to the 
attack, but remained under arms, after ..reconnoitring at long-shot 
distance, I am convinced that the enemy would have decamped in the 
night, and as you could have instantly followed them, they would have 
been obliged to leave all or most of their guns behind If they ventured 
to keep their position, which seems to me incredible, the result would 
still have been equally favourable you might have attacked them in the 
course of the night , their aitillery would have been of little use in the dark , 
it would have fallen into your hands, and their loss of men would very 
likely have been greater than yours If they determined to attack you in 
the morning, as far as I can judge from the different reports that I have 
heard of the ground, I think it would have been the most desirable event 
that could have happened, for you would have had it m your power to 
attack them, either in the operation of passing the rivei, or after the 
wffiole had passed, but before they were completely formed. They must, 
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however, have known that Stevenson was approaching, and that he might 
possibly join you in the morning, and this circumstance alone would, I 
have no doubt, have induced them to letreat in the night Your mode 
of attack, though it might not have been the safest, was undoubtedly the 
most decided and heroic , it will have the effect of striking greatei terror 
into the hostile armies than could have been done by any victory gained 
with the assistance of Colonel Stevenson’s division, and of raising the 
national military character, already high in India, still higher 

Believe me, dear General, 

Youis most truly, 

Thomas IMunro 


12 To Colonel Bead 

Ratiojiah of Mahratia defeats 

(Extract ) Punganoor, 6th March, 1804 

Dear Read, 

Our constant succession of victories is chiefly to be attiibuted to the 
Bengal and Madras armies having had a much greater body of regular 
cavalry than m any former war, and to the conduct of Generals Lake and 
Wellesley m availing themselves of this ciicumstance to make the 
campaign entirely offensive, to give the enemy no respite, and to push 
all their advantages to the utmost, but other causes also contributed 
greatly to favour our operations The Mahrattas in general were much 
w'eakened by their long dissensions, and Scindia in particular had 
suffered heavy losses in his var with Holkar The introduction of a 
great body of regular infantry, with a vast train of artillery, had made his 
armies unwieldy, and in ordei to keep up the foot, the cavalry were 
neglected They were deficient in number and quality, and as they were 
considered as only a secondary corps to the infantry, they had lost all 
their spirit of enterprise They gave very little support to their infantry 
in the different battles that were fought, and they attempted nothing alone 
They fell in during the campaign with several convoys, and though the 
escorts were but inconsiderable, they did not cut off one of them I 
have heard much said of the excellence of Scindia’s battalions, and of 
the danger to which our power in this country would have been exposed, 
had he been permitted to go on much longer augmenting them But my 
own opinion is the very reverse of this, for I think that he could have 
had no chance of success, except fiom his cavalry, and that as he must 
have reduced them in pioportion as he mci eased his infantry, every 
addition to that part of his army would only have tended to weaken his 
real force Had he been satisfied with Peons instead of battalions, and 
with a few long field-pieces instead of a cumbeisome tram of artillery, 
and had he applied the funds consumed by his infantry to theH^lP^ent 
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of his cavalry, his army might not have been so able to meet us in battle, 
but it would have been much better calculated than it was to have earned 
on a protracted, harassing, and doubtful war His infantry was regular 
enough, but it wanted steadiness, in which it must alwa)'S be greatly 
inferior to ours, from the want of a national spirit among its officers, and of 
the support and animating example of European regiments At the 
battle of Assaye, the severest that took place in the course of the war, I 
do not recollect, among all our killed and wounded officers, one that 
suffered from a musket-ball or a bayonet, a convincing proof that the 
Mahratta infantry made very little serious opposition Its discipline, its 
arms, and uniform clothing, I regard merely as the means of dressing it 
out for the sacrifice Its numerous artillery prevents it from escaping 
by rapid marches, it is forced to fight, deserted by its cavalry, and 
slaughtered with very little loss on our side Scindia, by abandoning the 
old system of Mahratta warfare, and placing his chief dependence on 
disciplined infantrj^, facilitated the conquest of the states of Polligars and 
Rajahs, whose forts and jungles might have secured them against his 
horse, but he at the same time disabled himself fiom maintaining a 
contest with us, for he reduced the war to a war of battles and sieges, 
instead of one of maiches and convoys As long as his battalions are 
not under Fiench influence, by being commanded by officers of that 
nation, it is more our interest that he should keep them up than that he 
should disband them and raise horse 

Yours truly, 

Thomas Munro 

13 To bus Father 

I 

Same Subject 

(Extract ) (Undated ) 

Dear Sir, 

Plundering hoise are not fond of venturing without suppoit into an 
enemy’s country, where they expect to meet with cavalry They carry 
on then ravages boldly only when no resistance is looked for, or when 
they are followed by their main army, and can letire upon it in case of 
danger, but Scindia never was able to cross the Godaveri, and his 
11 regulars therefore durst not pass into the rear of our armies Scindia, 
without infantry, with his cavalry alone, made several attempts to pass 
that river, in order to cany the war into the Nizam’s and Company’s 
territories , but he was always obliged to relinquish his design by 
General Wellesley’s following him closely foi several days, because his 
supplies would have been intercepted or overtaken A great army of 
Mahratta horse cannot march so rapidly as is generally supposed , it is 
encumbered by the tents and baggage, and often by the women of its 
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chiefs^ cs^mds^ 3 .iid SGrv 3 ,iitSj s-iid even when 3-11 these 3re 

left behind, it must still have a great tiam of bullocks for the carnage of 
provisions It is to no purpose that the cavalry can march thnty or 
forty miles a day, they cannot find subsistence in an enemy’s country, 
and must at last halt for their grain bullocks, which cannot march so fast 
as the army which pursues them The open countries of the Deccan 
and Mysoie, as soon as the harvest is gathered m, present nothing but a 
naked waste to an invader The inhabitants are all armed , the villages 
are all fortified, and cannot be taken without infantry An army con- 
sisting merely of horse can raise very few contributions among them, it 
must therefore depend chiefly for its subsistence on supplies drawn from 
its own country 

I am, dear Sir, your affectionate son, 

Thomas Munro 


14 To the Honourable M Elphinstone 

Expediency of the Company's assuming the office of Peishwah 

(Extract ) Camp at Naggurmurly, 23rd April, 1818 

Sir, 

The Jageerdars have now, I believe, no expectation of seeing Bajee 
Row, or any of his relations, at the head of a state , but their zeal for the 
continuance of the office of Peshwah, even though divested of all real 
power, is as strong as ever Theyietam their own possessions, and feel, 
therefore, in a much smaller degree the dissolution of the substance of 
the Mahratta empire than that of its forms They derive whatever they 
possess from those forms , they have for generations been accustomed 
to respect and serve under them, and they regard it as disgraceful to 
abandon them for otheis The easiest way of subduing these prejudices, 
and of rendering them useful feudatories, would be foi the Company to 
take upon itself the office of Peshwah, and to issue all public acts as 
coming from the Pundit Puidhan, as under the late Government Inves- 
titure might be received, according to custom, from the Rajah ofSattarah 
The Company, acting as the Pundit Purdhan, would hold an office 
which, as m the case of that of the Dewanee in Bengal, would take 
from it none of its sovereign powers , and its governing the country under 
this ancient title, would, I believe, reconcile the Jageerdais to the change 
of masteis, and induce them to employ their troops willingly at the call 
of the British Government They testify at present great aveision to 
being summoned as its immediate servants, and propose that they should 
rather give up part of their Jageeis, and hold the rest service free This 
objection is possibly exaggerated , but if it can be removed merely by 
the maintenance of a foim, and the substitution of a name, it ought 
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perhaps to be done, more paiticularly as the preservation of this ancient 
name would probably be likewise acceptable to Scindia and Holkar, as 
their ancestois obtained their possessions not from the Rajahs of Sattarah, 
but from the Pundit Purdhan 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Thojias Munro. 


15 To his Excellency the GrOvernor-G-enerald 
UUimaie kudency of ihe suhsidtai y alliance system 
(Extract ) 

Darwar, 12 th August, 1817 

There is so little system or subordination m Native governments, that 
much more energy is required under them, than under the more regular 
governments of Europe, to give full effect to their resources Scindiah 
was never formidable, even m the height of his pov er The great means 
which he possessed were lost in his feeble hands The exertions of 
Holkar against Lord Lake were still weaker than those of Scindiah The 
power of Scindiah’s, as well as of Holkar’s government, has so much 
declined since that period, that it is scarcely credible that either Scindiah 
or Meer Khan would venture to oppose by force, any measure for the 
suppression of the Pmdarries But it is still possible that they might act 
otherwise, for there is sometimes a kind of infatuation about Indian 
chiefs who ha\e lost a part of their dominions, which tempts them to risk 
the rest in a contest which they know to be hopeless 

The situation of the Bntish Government with regard to the Native 
powers, IS entirely changed within the last tventy years It formerly 
brought very small armies into the field, AMth hardly any cavalr}^, and the 
issue of any Avar in AA'hich it engaged AA^as extremely uncertain It now 
brings armies into the field superior to those of the enemy, not only in 
infantry, but also in cavalry, both in quality and number The supe- 
riority is so gieat, that the event of any struggle m AAdiich it may be en- 
gaged IS no longer doubtful It has only to bnng forward its armies, 
and dictate AA'hat terms it pleases, either AA'ithout Avar, or after a short and 
fruitless resistance It may hotvever be doubted Avhether, after the settle- 
ment of the Pmdarries, it ought to avail itself of its piedominant poAAer, 
m order to extend the system of subsidiary alliances, by stationing a force 
in Bhopaul or in any other foreign territory While the military poAier 
of Mysore and of the Mahratta chiefs was yet m its vigour, subsidiary 
alliances Avere in some degree necessary for its safety, but that time is 
noAV past , and Avhen, therefore, the evils Avhich a subsidiary force entails 


^ The Marquis of Ha'itmgs 
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upon ever}' country in which it is established are considered, it appears 
advisable that future security against the Pindarnes should be sought by 
their reduction, and by compelling Scindiah, for his conduct in support- 
ing them, to cede the districts restored to him in 1805-6, rather than by 
stationing a subsidiary force in Bhopaul There are many weighty 
objections to the employment of a subsidiary force It has a natural 
tendency to render the government of every country in which it exists, 
weak and oppressive, to extinguish all honourable spirit among the 
higher classes of society, and to degrade and impoverish the whole 
people The usual remedy of a bad government in India is a quiet 
revolution in the palace, or a violent one by rebellion, or foreign con- 
quests But the presence of a British force cuts off every chance of 
remedy, by supporting the prince on the throne against every foreign 
and domestic enemy It renders him indolent, by teaching him to trust 
to strangers for his security, and cruel and avaricious, by showing him 
that he has nothing to feai from the hatred of his subjects Wherever 
the subsidiary system is introduced, unless the reigning prince be a man 
of great abilities, the country will soon bear the marks of it m decaying 
villages and decreasing population This has long been observed in the 
dominions of the Peishwah and the Nizam, and is now beginning to be 
seen m Mysoie The talents of Purneah, while he acted as Dewan, 
saved that country from the usual effects of the system , but the Rajah is 
likely to let them have their full operation He is indolent and prodigal, 
and has already, besides the current revenue, dissipated about sixty lacs 
of pagodas of the treasure laid up by the late Dewan. He is mean, 
artful, revengeful, and cruel He does not take away life, but he inflicts 
the most disgraceful and inhuman punishments on men of every rank, at 
a distance from his capital, where he thinks it will remain unknown to 
Europeans , and though young, he is already detested by his subjects 

A subsidiary force would be a most useful establishment, if it could be 
directed solely to the support of our ascendency, without nourishing all 
the vices of a bad government , but this seems to be almost impossible 
The only way in which this object has ever, in any degree, been attained, 
IS by the appointment of a De\\an This measure is, no doubt, liable to 
numerous objections , but still it is the only one by which any amends 
can be made to the people of the country for the miseries brought upon 
them by the subsidiaiy force, in giving stability to a vicious government 
The great difficulty is to prevent the prince from counteracting the 
Dewan, and the resident from meddling too much; but, when this is 
avoided, the Dewan may be made a most useful instrument of govern- 
ment 

Theie is, however, another view under which the subsidiary system 
should be considered, — I mean that of its inevitable tendency to bring 
every Native state into which it is intioduced, sooner or later, under the 
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exclusive dominion of the Biitish Government It has already done this 
completely m the case of the Nabob of the Carnatic It has made some 
progress m that of the Peishwah and the Nizam , and the whole of the 
territory of these princes will, unquestionably, suffer the same fate as the 
Carnatic The observation of Moro Dekshat, in speaking of the late 
treaty to Major Ford, ‘ that no Native power could, from its habits, con- 
duct itself with such strict fidelity as we seemed to demand,’ is perfectly 
just This very Peishwah will probably again commit a breach of the 
alliance The Nizam will do the same , and the same consequence, a 
farther reduction of their power for our onm safety, must again follow 
Even if the prince himself were disposed to adhere iigidly to the alliance, 
theie will always be some amongst his principal officers who will urge 
him to break it As long as there remains in the country any high- 
minded independence, which seeks to throw off the control of strangers, 
such counsellors will be found I have a better opinion of the natives of 
India than to think that this spirit n ill ever be completely extinguished , 
and I can therefore have no doubt that the subsidiary system must every 
where run its full course, and destroy every government which it under- 
takes to protect 

In this progress of things, the evil of a n eak and oppressive govern- 
ment, supported by a subsidiary alliance, will at least be removed But 
even if all India could be brought under the British dominion, it is very 
questionable whether such a change, either as it regards the natives or our- 
selves, ought to be desired One effect of such a conquest would be, 
that ihe Indian army, having no longci any tvaihke neighbours io 
combat, would giadually lose its mihiaiy habits and discipline, and that 
the native ti oops would have leisui e to feel their own strength, and, for 
want of other employment, to tin n it against their European mastci s ^ 
But even if we could be secured against every internal convulsion, and 
could retain the country quietly in subjection, I doubt much if the con- 
dition of the people would he better than under their Native pi inces The 
strength of the British Government enables it to put down ever)’’ rebel- 
lion, to repel every foreign invasion, and to give to its subjects a degree 
of protection which those of no Native power enjoy Its laws and insti- 
tutions also afford them a security from domestic oppression, unknown 
m those states , but these advantages are dearly bought. They are pur- 
chased by the sacrifice of independence — of national character — and of 
whatever rendeis a people respectable The natives of the British pro- 
vinces may without fear pursue their different occupations, as traders, 
meerassidars, 01 husbandmen, and enjoy the fruits of their labour in 
tranquillity , but none of them can aspire to any thing beyond this mere 
animal state of thriving in peace — none of them can look forward to any 


^ The Italics are the Editor’s 
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share in the legislation, or civil or military government of their country 
It IS from men who either hold, or are eligible to public office, that 
natives take their character where no such men exist, there can be no 
energy in any other class of the community The effect of this state of 
things IS observable in all the British provinces, whose inhabitants are 
certainly the most abject race in India No elevation of character can 
be expected among men who, in the military line, cannot attain to any 
rank above that of subahdar, where they are as much below an ensign as 
an ensign is below the commander-in-chief, and who, in the civil line, 
can hope for nothing beyond some petty, judicial, or revenue office, in 
which they may, by corrupt means, make up for their slender salary 

The consequence, therefore, of the conquest of India by the British 
arms would be, in place of raising, to debase the whole people There 
IS perhaps no example of any conquest in which the natives have been 
so completely excluded from all share of the government of their country 
as in British India 

Among all the disorders of the Native states, the field is open foi 
every man to raise himself , and hence among them there is a spirit of 
emulation, of restless enterprize and independence, far preferable to the 
servility of our Indian subjects The existence of independent Native 
states IS also useful m drawing off the turbulent and disaffected among 
our native tioops Many of these men belonging to the Madras army, 
formerly sought service in Mysore 

If the British Government is not favourable to the improvement of 
the Indian character, that of its control through a subsidiary force is still 
less so 

Its power IS now so great, that it has nothing to fear from any com- 
bination, and It IS perfectly able to take satisfaction for any insult, 
without any extension of the subsidiary system being necessary It will 
generally be found much more convenient to carry on war where it has 
not been introduced This was the case in both the wars with Tippoo 
Sultan The conquest was complete, because our operations were not 
perplexed by any subsidiary alliance with him The simple and direct 
mode of conquest from without, is more creditable both to our armies 
and to our national character, than that of dismemberment from within 
by the aid of a subsidiary force However just the motives may be from 
which such force acts, yet the situation in which it is placed, renders its 
acting at all too like the movements of the Praetorian bands It acts, it 
IS true, only by the orders of its own Government, and only for public 
objects , but still it is always ready in the neighbourhood of the capital, 
to dictate terms to, 01 to depose the prince whom it was stationed there 
to defend 
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16. Anoii 3 rmous. 

Loid Wellesley's Policy. 

(Extract ) 

Could the power and system of the Company continue fixed, when 
nothing around it was permanent? Could either remain stationary 
while other powers weie rapidly encreasmg their resources and their 
strength ? 

-X- •Jt ■5'’ "X- 

India, like Europe, has undergone changes which, there, as well as 
here, require a variation in our policy. 

Reviewing then our past, and reflecting on our present situation, it 
may reasonably be assumed that no line of policy could be more fatal to 
us . . than that of sulfering any of the more powerful chieftains of 
India to swallow up the rest, which must be the case, if they are permitted, 
without restraint, to perfect their knowledge of the art of war, as prac- 
tised among the nations of Europe, and to direct the acquirement of it to 
the attack and destruction of their weaker neighbours Yet this would 
be the consequence of acting on the notions of the opponents of Lord 
Wellesley, according to which it would be permitted to these powers, 
without interruption, to wage war against each other until one more 
successful than the rest subjugated the whole To this point was the 
progress ofTippoo, and Scmdiah, more immediately and rapidly tending 
A few years more on this system, and India was inevitably lost to Great 
Britain. The alarming strides these powers were making to liberate the 
East from our dominion , the new French state, nominally dependent on 
Scmdiah, rising on our weakest frontier , its powerful army and re- 
sources , the strong holds in its possession , the communication of its 
chief with Buonaparte , the danger of a jimction of the principal native 
military forces co-operating in this one object of our expulsion, the 
interest they had m obtaining severally from France all those means of 
annoying us which could give effect to their views, and which she could 
pour m with such facility while the ports of Malabar, Guzerat, and 
Cuttack were open to her ships, the alluring motives she had for 
furnishing them, at their call, with these supplies — all presented the 
most fearful prospect The vigilance of our cruizers m time of war 
could not have been equal to the entire blockade of their shores (m 
peace it was out of the question) , and such a combination of military 
force, with such means of assembling and gmdmg it, in its growing im- 
provement, would have proved in a few years, thus supported, utterly 
irresistible What is the geneial system of these powers ? War, in its 
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vilest aspect War is their end It is the distinctive feature of 

the government, that the empire always considers itself in a state either 
- of predatory or of vindictive hostility 

To us, war is a calamity, with the Marhattas it is a pursuit We raise 
armies to defend oui selves, they, to annoy others In the difference of 
systems let us not overlook the appiopriate policy we are invited to 
observe m our wars and intercourse with a people whose peculiar customs, 
modes of thinking, and principles of government, bear no similitude^with 
any" of the more legular constitutions existing m Europe, but are hostile 
to all those bases on which the more civilized nations of the Christian 
world consider national prosperity, the rights of justice, and public 
happiness to rest Empires thus constituted seem to be at variance with 
the justice of Pi evidence, and when they fall, perhaps they yield to his 
decrees The awful instance before us at this eventful ciisis, too fatally 
shows whither an unbridled system of military government in the heart 
of a great continent may lead, if founded in the love of war, and military 
spoilage It feeds upon nations , it preys on the independence of all 
its existence is their scourge , its destruction is their hope Such is the 
overwhelming march of France, and such have been the consuming 
strides of Marhatta, and Mysorean power Predatory irruptions, foreign 
and internal oppressions and exaction, perfidy, domestic murders, public 
massacres, famine, depopulation, and wide-spreading misery, this is 
their system these have been the volcanoes which too long have en- 
circled our possessions, and overflowed the plains of India To ex- 
tinguish them IS no more than justice to ourselves , to close their crater, 
the subliraest humanity to the suffering millions who have long been 
exposed to their ravages This has been the policy our security 
demanded this has been the course to which oui gloiy pointed, 
and this has been the successful end to which the exertions of Lord 
Wellesley have tended. To uphold such a system as the one just 
described is to cherish insecurity , to defend it, is to vindicate rapine and 
barbarity 

Let us for the moment only look at the sorry policy which is pleaded 
in favour of the continuance of a system of power so fraught with misery 
to the human race, and which it is not denied, exposes the finest pro- 
vinces m India to perpetual convulsions, and the surrounding states to 
continual danger Leave these powers to their own intestine 

feuds — let us tranquilly behold the scene —their wars against each other 
are beneficial to the Company — the more sanguinary their battles, the 
more destructive to their power — ^they are effectually playing our game — 
every blow given on either side is a victory for us — these struggles 
enfeeble them reciprocally — in their weakness is our strength— the 
miseries they spread, and the blood they spill, cement more firmly the 
empire we possess This is the course of reasoning pursued by those 
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who ariaign the conduct of Loid Wellesley, and a surrounding warfaie 
IS the security to which they look for the preservation of the British 
power in India This is their system, they see their safety where 
his Loidship peiceives his danger, in the carnage of battle, the embers of 
desolation, and the smoking mins of ravaged and depopulated districts 
. Such a proceeding resolves itself into the little sentiment of feeling 
nothing for others, but all foi ourselves Is it nothing m the scale 

of charity to feel for suffering human nature ? Is it nothing on the score 
of a geneious and enlightened policy to limit those torrents of blood 
which so long have deluged the fertile plains of India, destroyed their 
population, and convulsed their industry ? . . It is a contradiction in 

terms to say that they are not the advocates of war, while they declare 
themselves fiiendly to the unfettered existence of a system of power 
^^hlch adopting war for its basis, has even blended it with its system 
of revenue, and embodied it as it were into the very spine of its 
constitution 

How different from this limited view of the subject is the more 
expansive and benevolent survey of it by the comprehensive mind of 
Lord Wellesley ' Ascending from individuals to universals, he sees, in 
disseminated peace, the springs of general happiness In the tranquillity 
of the native states throughout the Deckan and Hindustan, he traces not 
merely a more solid security for the preservation of our own power , but 
in the advantages of peace to them he discerns fiesh sources of prosperity 
lo ourselves the condition of society meliorated — our political relations 
improved— the industry of India reanimated strife disarmed jealousy 
restrained new channels of commerce opened the interchange of 
produce enlarged the merchants of India journeying in security from 
one state to another our home manufactures reaching countries where 
before they never entered an improved revenue to the Company and 
the state the vast peninsula of India reposing after the convplsion of 
centuries its rest secured by judicious alliances, and well-poised power 
the warlike tribes which cover it, restrained in their predatory habits, and 
gradually incited by the sweets of peace, to turn their attention to the 
happier pursuits of commerce and of agriculture, instead of moistening, as 
heretofore, their plains with the blood of each other, and lastly, the 
national character and honour exalted, by the sublime result of so generous 
and elevated a line of policy These happy ends he traces as a con- 
sequence from the principle of establishing, through a system of ell- 
distributed power, a durable peace among the different states of India, 
and more immediately of those composing the Marhatta confederacy 
In this way he sees, that individual benefit is general good, that the 
misery of one state is not the happiness of another, but that the prosperity 
of each increases the felicity of all This is the system of Lord Wellesley 
It embraces peace, and repudiates war , it denies that partial misery is 
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public good it disowns the principle that the blood of one nation is a 
desirable offering to the prosperity of another it rejects the doctrine that, 
to foment then intestine divisions and arm them against each other, is a 
wise or a dignified line of conduct either morally or politically considered , 
but it admits, as it seeks to establish that, to resist their encroachments, 
to ciush their exactions, to heal their differences, to stifle their wars, to 
curb the enlargement of their empire, to balance more justly their power, 
to uphold the authority of their Peishwah or chief magistrate, and through 
its stability, to amelioiate equally the condition of the sovereign and the 
subject, are objects of an enlarged and rational policy, and that the 
surest way of increasing the piospeiity of British India, of strengthening 
the affections of its inhabitants, and of ensuring to us the general good- 
will of the great masses composing the subjects of these different states, 
is, through the medium of a lasting peace guaranteed to them by a com- 
manding power, to make them participate in the tranquillity, security, and 
happiness, ivhich the Company’s possessions enjoy These are the views 
of Lord Wellesley, and this is the plan to the complication of which his 
attention has been directed. It is needless to comment on its quality , its 
splendour is marked by the shade of Us contrast 

It remains only further to observe, that if experience acquired in the 
school of local knowledge, if an attentive study of the interests and 
suitable policy of the Company, facilitated by situations held for many 
years in its service, where the sources of knowledge were immediately 
before the author’s view, if a life devoted to the consideration of these 
subjects, combined with his interests as a proprietor, can entitle him, 
without presumption, to form some pi esent opinion on the means best 
calculated to advance the prosperity of the East India Company, he may 
then be permitted to observe, that, considering our views of policy to 
have been at no former period either so comprehensive or so steady as 
the interests and safety of British India required, he has never till now 
thought that country a very secure possession He thinks differently now 
He has no apprehension He sees, at last, the only system realized that 
can effectually give security to our empire there The system of Lord 
Wellesley is the system by which India has been saved It is the system 
by which alone it can be preserved to future ages It is a system which 
holds up security to the Company, happiness to India, and wealth to 
the parent state It rests on humanity, poised by justice, and supported 
by power ^ 


^ From A Vvidtcation of the justice and policy of the late Wars earned on in Hindostan 
and the Declan, by Marquts Wellesley Anonymous, London, 1806 4to Printed for 
John Stockdale, Piccadilly The copy in the Library at the India Office has, in 
maniiscnpt, ‘ L D Campbell (?) ’ 
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17. Barehou de Penhoen. 

Retirement of Loi d Wellesley. 

Cependant il arnvait dans le gouvernement un changement d’une 
grande importance Dfes le mois de d^cembie 1803, Lord Wellesley 
avait annoncd aux directeurs son intention de retouiner en Europe 
Les hostilit^s qui suivirent I’engagerent k diffdrer I’exdcution de cette 
resolution Dans le mois de mars 1805, tout en expnmant a la cour des 
directeurs ses inquietudes croissantes sur le mauvais etat de sa sante, le 
besom qu'il epiouvait de la lefaire dans un climat plus doux et d'etre 
deiivre des soms et des soucis du gouvernement, il dnongait pourtant 
son intention de ne pas deserter son poste, il etait resolu k ne pas 
quitter I'lnde avant que la paix ne f&t assise sur des bases solides k pei- 
manentes Mais des inesures avaient 6 t 6 prises dbs cette dpoque pour 
un changement d’admimstration dans I'lnde Les directeurs et les 
mmistres s'alarmaient depuis quelque temps de I'accroissement de la 
dette et des difficultes pecumaires qui entouraient la Compagnie, on 
commen9ait a ddsirer la paix L'opinion publique, toujours prSte a 
s’en prendre aux hommes des ndcessit^s politiques, voyait dans Loid 
Wellesley un ambitieux et prodigue admmistrateur La plus grande 
partie de son administration s’etait trouvde employee h, la guerre, a la 
conquSte On croyait que cela lenait au caractbre de I'homine, on 
s’obstmait k croire qu'il avait fait naitre volontairement la guerre, bien 
qu’en definitive il se fut seulement bornd a en apeicevoir de bonne 
heure I'lmmmente ndcessitd Un grand nombre de gens arnverent ^ 
penser, k dire que les interets britanniques n'auraient jamais de sdcuntd 
tant que Lord Wellesley demeurerait a la tSte des affaires Or, un des 
preddcesseuis de ce dernier. Lord Cornwallis, s'dtait toujours montrd 
moderd dans sa politique, oppose a la guerre et a tout accroissement de 
territoire , I'opmion publique, par un de ces engouements qui lui sont 
familiers, se plaisait a en faire Thomme de la paix On sait comme la 
fantaisie populaire est portae a personnifier les id^es En ce moment 
Lord Cornwallis parut le seul homme capable de faire refleurir la paix 
dans I'Orient Courbd sous les ans, glacd pai I'age, g^missant sous le 
poids des mfirmitds, dtranger depms long-temps aux affaires de ce pays. 
Lord Cornwallis n’en sembla pas moms le remede a tons les maux de 
I'lnde II fut nomm6 gouverneur-g^ndral, et ariiva a Calcutta le 30 
juillet 1805^ 


* Histone de V Empire Anglais dans I'lnde, tome 5“®, p 134-136 
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18. Marquis Cornwallis to the Right Hon Lord Lake. 

The political situation, and the Govei noi - General’ s intended policy 

Near Caragola, Aug 30, 1805 

My dear Lord, 

I received yesterday with great satisfaction your very kind lettei of the 
iith instant, and have no doubt that we shall act together with as perfect 
harmony as we ever have done on former occasions 

You will easily imagine it was no slight cause that urged the Ministers 
at home to press me to return once more to this country, and that I 
would not, without seeing very great necessity, have engaged at my time 
of life m so difficult and, I may say, so rash an undei taking 

The real circumstances are, that it is not the opinion only of Ministers, 
or of a party, but of all reflecting men of every description, that it is 
physically impracticable for Great Britain, in addition to all other embar- 
rassments, to maintain so vast and so unwieldy an empire in India, 
which annually calls for reinforcements of men and for remittances of 
money, and which yields little other profit except brilliant Gazettes It 
IS in vain foi us to conceal from ourselves that our finances are at the 
lowest ebb, and that we literally have not the means of carrying on the 
ordinary business of Government 

If necessity should lequire it, the armies that are prepared must, at all 
hazards, be put in action , but I certainly would postpone that measure 
until the last extremity, as I sincerely believe that if all other necessary 
payments of Government were suspended, it would scarcely be possible 
for us to provide for their support. 

With regard to any movement of your own, I certainly do not wish 
that you should submit to any measure of insult or aggression, but I very 
much depiecate its taking place The situation of Scindia and Holkar 
are in a very considerable degiee different, and perhaps it would not be 
necessary to observe exactly the same conduct towaids both of them I 
cannot easily define, in the multiplicity of cessions and conquests, what 
may be considered actually, or what may be regarded virtually, as our 
teiritory, but wherever our own government has been regularly estab- 
lished, I would promptly resist an invasion by either of them 

From the reports I have received from our Residents, I am sorry to 
find that the States who are most intimately connected with us, such as 
the Peshwa and the Nizam, are reduced to the most forlorn condition, 
that these Powers possess no funds or troops on whom they can depend , 
that anarchy and disaffection prevail universally throughout their do- 
minions, and that unless the British Residents exercised a power and an 
ascendancy that they ought not to exert, those Governments would be 
immediately dissolved 


3^3 
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The Rajah of Berar, and other chiefs who have suffered gieat depri- 
vations, can certainly entertain no friendly disposition towards us, and 
unless a very great change can be effected in the minds of the natives of 
India, and in the ideas they must now harbour of our views, I confess 
that, under all these impressions, I cannot look forward with any san- 
guine hope to the establishment, by any means in oui power, of that 
happy and permanent peace, which is so ipuch to be desired, and of 
which you see so fair a prospect 

I have been indisposed foi some time, and the complaint has now 
fallen into my feet, which puts me to great pain , I cannot therefore, at 
present, without considerable inconvenience make more use of my own 
pen than by signing my name to any letters I have occasion to wite 

I am, &c , 

Cornwallis 


19 Mr T C (later. Lord) Metcalfe. 

T/je Policy of Sn Gcoigc Bai lozu 

iSo6 

Sir George Barlow has determined, from some motues which he 
designates ‘the fundamental pnnciples of his administration,’ to with- 
draw from all connexion and alliance with the states situated w'est of the 
Jumna, and to get iid of all our possessions west of the same river, w'lth 
the reservation of a strip of land along its w'estern bank of a few' miles’ 
breadth This determination has been so pow'erful as to supersede 
every other consideration The advantages of increased resources, the 
military strength of our frontier, and even our reputation, is sacrificed to 
it To every argument that has been urged to dissuade the Governor- 
Geneial from this determination, the same answ'er has always been 
given ‘ It IS a fundamental principle of my administration, and to this 
all other considerations must yield ’ 

If the Jumna was a river of such depth as to form a boundar}', some 
reason might be supposed for making a boundary of it But the fact is, 
it IS everywhere fordable m all months excepting those during which, m 
common with it, every rivulet swelled by the rams is impassable The 
lands to the west are as fertile, the people under good government would 
be as quiet, and the states with whom we have alliances aie as good as 
elsewhere What magic is it w'hich shall make one bank of such a 
stream the object of dread and aversion, when the other is everything 
desirable? Why should an alliance on one side be useless, when on 
the other it is salutary ? Why should influence to the right be dangerous, 
if to the left it IS power and safet}'? Sir George Barlow in his closet, 
looking at a map, sees a black line marking the course of a river, he 
draws his pencil along this line, and says, ‘ Thus far shalt thou go, and 
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no farther , and this forms a fundamental principle I can fancy no 
other cause for his astonishing determination to keep nothing that he can 
get lid of on one side of the imaginary line But he may as well set his 
chair on the sands of the sea, and order the waves to stop , for the 
influence of Britain will roll in spite of him beyond the Jumna, 01 else 
the Atlantic Ocean will be the Jumna ivhich shall separate the states of 
India from the British Empiie This inflexible lule looks too much like 
a government of straight lines , it looks like a government which decides 
political questions by examining maps in a closet, without attention to 
the knowledge which is to be acquired by an extensive view of the whole 
field 

Sir Geoige’s fundamental principle in this policy is, perhaps, part of 
that general pimciple at this moment in favor with our rulers, of with- 
drawing from all external connexions, and confining our views to the 
government of our own teiiitories It is asseited that our force will thus 
be concentrated, oui power compact, and our empire at peace Would 
the human body be more vigorous by the application of an axe to its 
limbs ? Would a skilful surgeon, in order to increase its strength, cut off 
an arm ? It is as wise to throw away the power and influence which we 
actually possess west of the Jumna That powei and influence I believe 
to be an arm to the British Empiie, which may be exercised with im- 
portant advantage The treaty of peace with Holkar, bad as it is, has 
left us in possession of the acknowledged supremacy in Hmdostan, and 
has liberated from Mahratta extoition and oppression those states which 
are under our protection^ The protection of these states against the 
Mahrattas (and there exists no othei power against which we can be 
called to protect them) can be no encumbiance The 1 ehnquishment of 
all claims upon them being acknowledged by the Mahrattas in treaties, 
they would certainly lefrain from attacking them unless they were pre- 
paied to engage m war with us, and if they are willing to incur this 
risk, thej’’ may as soon make an incursion into oui territories as upon our 
allies, 01 break any othei aiticle of the treaty Nothing can be easier 
than to keep those states quiet with each other , say but the word, and 
they will be still Of this I have no doubt Their confirmed habits of 
restraint and dependence make it certain 

The assertion that these alliances are no benefit to us is not true 
They foim a large extent between the Mahrattas and us Undei our 
influence they are good neighbouis They make a good military frontier 
In the event of wai with the Mahrattas, hostilities are earned far from 
our territories, and we still enjoy the advantages of a friendly country in 

1 The mischief of this treaty has been completed by the Governoi- General’s sub- 
sequent acts, by the gratuitous cession of Tonk Rampoora, &c , to Holkar, the 
abandonment of the Rajah of Boondee to Holkai’s revenge, and the rupture of the 
Treaty of Jyepore [Author’s note ] 
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om rear These alliances afford us all the benefit which is deiived from 
influence and supremacy Weak as Holland is, surely France derives 
advantage fiom her influence over it Hers is an influence by usurpa- 
tion , oui influence over these petty states is one of their seeking, and 
one which they will not resign as long as they can keep it A proof of 
this IS that the government, in older to get nd of the alliance with Jye- 
poor, sets up a right, false, I think, and unjust, to dissolve it , and pro- 
poses to persuade the Rajahs of Bhurtpore and Macheree to resign their 
alliances with us by offering considerable territory to them 

The most important advantage to us from these alliances is the 
preservation of these countries from the Mahrattas, and the consequent 
diminution of Mahratta power, influence, and resources India contains 
no more than two great powers, British and Mahratta, and every other 
state acknowledges the influence of one or the other E\ cry inch that 
we recede will be occupied by them It is a new species of policy to 
increase our own strength by increasing the poner of our rival and 
natural enemy Suppose England to have an established influence over 
Holland, would Ministers glory in their wisdom if they withdrew that 
influence and thiew Holland necessarily under the oppression of Fiance? 
What is It that should make political wisdom m this country so opposite 
to what has been considered wisdom in Europe ? I have occasionally 
heard something of a commeicial policy belonging to the Company 
separate from its interests as a sovereign state Without entering here into 
the question how far the Company may have benefited by becoming a 
potentate, and granting, without discussion, the full justice of all the 
lamentations which are uttered on this subject by many worthy directors 
and propiietors, I must be allowed to saj that it cannot now be helped 
— the evil IS done Sovereigns you are, and as such must act if you do 
not mean to destroy the power of acting at all, to demolish ) our v hole 
coiporation, your tiade, and your existence Execrate the memories of 
Clive and Watson, and those who first brought you fiom the state of 
merchants Burn them in effigy, hang their statues, and blast with 
infamy those malefactors Your pi ogress since has been inevitable, and 
necessary to your existence ‘To stop is dangerous, to recede is rum,’ 
said Loid Clive at an eaily stage of our powei We have arrived now 
at that pitch that we may stop uuthout danger, but we cannot recede 
without serious consequences We have been made so strong that the 
idea of rum cannot enter into my mind, and we may lose considerable 
strength without immediately feeling the loss This, however, does not 
make it uisdom wilfully and wantonly to incur that loss, and to impair 
that strength This does not make it wisdom to give power and 
resources to those who are our rivals, and will be again, if strength- 
ened, our enemies I find that I have entered on a subject that 
IS too extensive for the purpose with which I commenced these notes 
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I repeat, )ou are, in spite of yourselves, sovereigns, and must be 
guided by those rules which the wisdom of the woild has applied to 
the government of empiies 

I liaie heard much of the vicious consequences of the spirit of 
ambition and aggiandisement which has sullied our character, I have 
heard, I say, much of this, but have seen nothing either of the vicious 
consequences, 01 imaginary causes That our power, reputation, glory, 
have been aggrandised, I cannot deny They have been proudly and 
nobly aggrandised I have also heard much of a charming notion of 
keeping our place in India and our tranquillity by a new system of 
generosity, moderation, and innocence 

This system, literally pursued would be to give away as much as we 
can, to keep as little as we can, and to be as weak as we can This is 
nonsense To trust for tranquillity not to our power and influence, but 
to oui moderation and innocence, is pretty in theory, but would be veiy 
foolish in practice, particular!}^ applied to Mahrattas To meet their 
ambition and enterprise with the language of peace, would be to preach 
to the 1 oaring ocean to be still For our security, we must rest upon our 
strength Leave us as we are, but do not, by false and new doctrines, 
dimmish the strength vliich we possess Let us not establish maxims 
which are condemned by the histoiy of all ages Our empire m India 
IS vast, and must be managed in the May of other empires We must 
exist as a great state Without croaking, it may be observed that our 
government is upon a dangerous experiment, and wq may have cause 
to repent of the operation of the new principles They have done 
no good } et The assertion that we have been immoderate and 
aggressn e is very untrae We have, I am sure, been more moderate 
than any state placed m the same circumstances ever was befoie 
I M'llI be content to have this question decided by the natives of this 
country 

I do not like, m the existing policy, the inclination evident m the 
Governor-Generars despatches to reduce every question to the con- 
sideration of mere expediency, and to give no weight to character and 
honor , to put out of view our proud pre-eminence, and to act as a petty, 
Meak, temporising state This is carried so far, and all objections are 
made so tiiflmg M'hen immediate convenience directs, as to amount in 
some instances {vide the despatches ■which assume the right to dissolve 
our alliances Math the Rana of Gohud and the Rajah of Jyepore, without 
the consent of those allies), m my opinion, to a positive breach of faith 
This policy, at least, operates to the injury of our reputation The 
native powers of India undei stand the law of nations on a broad 
scale, though they may not adhere to it , but they are not acquainted 
M'lth the nice quirks upon M^hich our finished casuists would draw up a 
paper to establish political rights 
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Our name is high, but these acts must lower it And a natural 
consequence is, that we shall not again be tiusted with confidence 

I would wish to see our government feelingly alive to points of honoi , 
and less tenacious of questions of argumentative right I would wish it 
to act in cases, such as the two mentioned, more according to the expec- 
tations which the native states are authorized to form, than to the letter 
of our own law We may find a justification on such questions m 
some corner of our own books, but for the important purpose of reputa- 
tion it IS requisite that we should be justified in the mind of India In 
the cases, howevei, which I have mentioned, Ave aie justified, I think, 
nowhere The arguments adduced are false (particularly on the Gohud 
question), and it would not be difficult to overthrow them by a plain 
statement of fact 

The Governor-General, in some of his despatches, distinctly says that 
he contemplates in the discord of the native powers an additional souice 
of strength, and, if I am not mistaken, some of his plans go directly, 
and a 7 ‘e designed to foment discord among those states To foment dis- 
cord seems to me barbarous, unwarrantable, and monstrous , and even 
to contemplate in it any source of strength is unworthy of our pre- 
eminent station Such a policy at best can only be suited to petty 
estates Applied to our empire in India it is extremely filthy ’ Lord 
Wellesley’s desire was to unite the tranquillity of all the powders of India 
with our own How fair, how beautiful, Iioav virtuous, does this system 
seem , how tenfold fair, beautiful, and virtuous when compared Avith the 
other ugly, nasty, abominable one 

But I can contemplate no souice of strength in the discord of con- 
tiguous powers It appears to me that m our advanced state of power 
no great contentions can arise which aviU not soon leach and entangle 
us It IS impossible completely to insulate ourselves, and we must be 
subject to the same chances Avhich work upon states situated as we are 
It IS matter of astonishment that any person can think that it is in our 
power to draw in our arms and separate ourselves entirely from the 
affairs of India — ^that we can exist, great as we aie, without dependent 
friend or foe — that wars are to kindle and rage on every part of our 
extensive frontier, and that we shall not be moved by them This is a 
new and, I think, mistaken notion It is our interest, I am sure 
(leaving out the question of morality and virtue, things not always 
admitted into politics), to promote the geneial peace It is the only 
sure way of preserving tranquillity to oursehes The acts of the last 
SIX months not only deprive us of the power of preserving peace in 
India, but must operate to cause and encourage dissension I am very 
sorry for it 

Lord Wellesley has censured this by anticipation Vide his elegant reply to the 
Calcutta address in 1804 [Authoi’s note ] 
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Our present motion is retrograde , I shall be happy when our governors 
will halt This study to decrease our influence is funny I cannot 
understand it For my part, I wish to have our influence increased It 
IS generally sought for, and I am certain in its operation it gives the 
most real and essential benefit to all chiefs and states, and to the sub- 
jects of all chiefs and states over which it is exercised There is a loud 
cry that we are in danger from extended dominion For my part I can 
contemplate universal dominion m India without much fear. 

I do not like the determined spirit of penury which is evident in this 
administration Economy m a government is one of the greatest political 
virtues, but let the directors think what they will theie may be too much 
of It if It IS too parsimonious It ceases then to be a virtue, and becomes 
one of the most absurd political follies, and one of the worst political 
vices There is, I think, too much of it when it appears to be the ruling 
and sole principle of government , when it is displayed in every public 
advertisement and intioduced into eveiy secret despatch , when deduc- 
tions of pence and farthings are considered more important than the fate 
of empires , in a word, when the government entirely discards liberality 

‘ Blere parsimony is not economy , it is separable in theory from it, 
and in fad it may, or it may not, be a part of economy, accoidmg to 
circumstances. Expense, and great expense, may be an esse'ntial part 
m true economy If parsimony w'ere to be consideied as one of the 
kinds of that virtue, there is, how'ever, another and a higher economy 
Economy is a distributive nrtue, and consists not in saving but in selec- 
tion Parsimony lequires no providence, no sagacity, no powers of com- 
bination, no comparison, no judgment Mere instinct, and that not an 
instinct of the noblest kind, may produce this false economy m perfection 
The other economy has larger views ’ 

In a service like this, which is puisued for an independence, and to 
w'hich the w^ealthy never have recourse, and m which services cannot be 
rewarded with honors, merit must be rewaided by situations uniting 
credit with emolument. It is in the nature of the human character to 
look to a reward Without this hope there would be much less of zeal 
and public spirit than there now is Self-love plays its pait in our most 
disinterested acts Every government of the world has instituted rewards 
as well as punishment for the encouragement of public virtue among its 
Citizens, and when a government loses sight of this principle, it wall 
soon lose the power of rewarding any public virtue, for all virtue will be 
extinguished When a man’s conscience tells him that he has worked 
hard and merited well, he expects reward 

I look on the consideration of public seivice or public ornament to be 
real and very justice , and I ever held a scanty and penuiious justice to 
partake of the natuie of a wrong I hold it to be in its consequences the 
worst economy in the world In saving money I soon can count up all 
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the good I do , but when, by a cold penuiy, I blast the abilities of a 
nation, the ill I may do is beyond all calculation. 

Indeed, no man knows, when he cuts off the incitements to a virtuous 
ambition, and the just rewards of public service, what infinite mischief 
he may do his country through all generations Such saving to the 
public may prove the worst mode of robbing it 

Individuals may lepeatedly be disappointed, as m all states some must 
be, without any extensive injuiy to the public interests, because the hope 
which IS the incitement lemains for all, but when to withhold reward 
and distinction comes to be a system of administration, then the public 
interests will suffer injury, incalculable injury There is reason to think 
that this IS the case, from the apparent system of this administration Its 
infle\ible adherence to its principles of parsimony, and its boasting dis- 
play of them, leads us to believe that liberality is excluded from its 
vocabulary 

If this IS the case, ^\e may take the liberty of obser\'ing, that the 
present government will not excite 7eal, will not encourage ability, and is 
no friend to enterpiise, but a sure check to all public energies and spint, 
and the consequences must be bad 

Distinct fiom the faults of parsimony, but operating with the same 
effect, is the coldness and want of feeling of the government It does 
nothing with warmth and heait This may appear to be a foolish objec- 
tion, but will not prove to be so Something more than cold approbation 
IS required to foster great minds — the approbation should be hearty 
Men who perform great actions want to be admired, and aie not content 
with being approved Men may serve under such a government cor- 
rectly, but the good of the state requires that they should sers'e zealously 
Men will not serve zealously unless their government is zealous to do 
them honor I venture to pronounce that this administration \\ill be 
coldly seived Lord Wellesley, from the fire of patriotism which blazed 
in his own breast, emitted sparks which animated the breasts of all who 
came within the leach of his notice 

Our present Governor is too cold in his own character to give any 
waimth to others , and this characteristic of his private life seems to be 
a feature of his public administration If the case could be supposed of 
a state in which public spint and the whole train of public virtues should 
be persecuted, condemned, and punished, it is not difficult to conceive 
that public virtues would, in that state, cease to exist And by the same 
rule It appears that if these virtues are slighted and neglected, they wall 
not flourish with the strength and beauty which is given to them by 
culture and attention 

There are truly great patriots, who, under any circumstances, wall 
zealously labor for the interests of their country, but some uncommon 
greatness is required to keep them in their righteous course under such 
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obstacles as have been alluded to Such, then, there are , but general 
arguments are applied to the generality, and these do certainly require 
the stimulants of Hope and Ambition 

These loose, unconnected notes may serve to convey to my father, 
some of my ideas on the present administration The subject is so 
extensive, that if I continued my observations, I should swell my paper to 
an enormous size I am too lazy to put what I have said into any 
decent form , and after all, my thoughts can be of no importance 

I respect Sir George Barlow, and wish him well , but I cannot approve 
the principles which he professes and acts upon 

Lord Wellesley s system was abandoned at an unfortunate period, 
when its success was nearly completed If that system had been carried 
into complete operation, permanent peace and consequent wealth would 
have been in our hands The abandonment of that system, in an un- 
lucky moment, throws India back into its former state of confusion and 
uncertainty Our tianquillity will again depend upon the will of either 
Smdhiah, Holkar, or Bhoonsla , and our only hope of the continuance 
of it rests upon the notion that those chiefs, singly or united, will never 
dare to risk a war with us I hope, as much as any man can, that the 
dread of our valor will always operate upon them , but I am convinced that 
an increase of their strength and influence, and a diminution of our own, 
aie not the best means of keeping alive then consciousness of our 
supeiioiity ^ 


20. Tlie same Writer. 

Extension of Teiritory, and its Results 

(Extract ) December, 1814 

According to the system presenbed foi our conduct in India, we are 
bound to be horror-struck at the bare idea of an increase of teriitory 
Yet, unless we can raise additional lesources in our present dominions, it 
IS only by an extension of territoiy that we can obtain an increase of 
revenue for the support of our necessary expenses 

It may be objected to an increase of territory, that it is often attended 
with an extension of embarrassments, leading to an increase of expense 
beyond the amount of the additional revenue It is sometimes so, and 
sometimes otherwise, according to circumstances If by the extension 
of territory a State extend its frontiers, and come in contact with wailike 
powers with whom it never clashed before, then an increase of teiTitory 
may become a source of such expense as will absorb more than the 
additional revenue derived from the addition of territory 


^ Selections ft om the Papeis of Lot d Metcalfe, by John William Kaye, pp l n 
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But if the extension of teriitory impiove the frontier — that is, lender 
It moie defensible— if it make dominions less divided and more com- 
pact — if it unite distant parts of teriitones and relations, and establish 
communications between points before unconnected— if it make the 
whole of the forces and resources of a State more available and more 
easily to be brought together to any given point, then an increase of 
territory, so far from being attended necessarily with an increase of ex- 
pense, might enable a State to reduce its foimer expenses, and would, at 
all events, give an accession of strength, and affoid payment for an 
addition of militaiy force, without bringing on any concomitant source 
of weakness 

The preceding observations apply leliospectively and prospectively to 
oui situation in India We have made acquisitions of tenitoi)^ such as 
those desciibed under the first supposition, as the present extent of our 
frontier, combined with the multiplicity and perplexity of our foreign 
lelations, will show. 

21. Colonel George Chesney. 

Resuli of Loi d WdksUys adnmnsti aiion 

The administration of Lord Wellesley may be regarded as the third 
great epoch in the formation of the Biitish Indian Empire The acqui- 
sition of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa was in a great measure accidental 
The managers of the Company’s affairs at that time, both in England 
and India, would have been quite satisfied with maintaining the state of 
things under which the Nawab had the appearance, and they the reality, of 
power That he should be driven to try conclusions with them was quite 
unexpected, and Clive, opportunely returning to India, discerned the 
advantage of the acquisition offered The era of Lord Cornwallis was 
marked chiefly by administrative reforms, the territorial extension effected 
by him having been comparatively small, while, as has been already^ 
observed, his foreign policy was directed to maintain the slaius quo he 
found existing in India, and especially to cultivate friendly relations with 
the Mahrattas Lord Wellesley was the fiist to perceive that in India 
a political equilibrium was impossible , that peace was only to be en- 
sured by establishing the preponderance of British power , and that the 
task of breaking down the Mahratta Confederacy was as practicable as, 
sooner or later, it must have been necessary to be undertaken The 
result of the contest was never for a moment doubtful, and from this time 
the Company became beyond all question the paramount power in India, 
even the states which remained independent submitting to receive a super- 
vising British agent at their courts, and a subsidiary garrison of British 
troops. Henceforward the only country which could measure swords 
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against it with any chance of success lay beyond the Sutlej , and from 
this time It may be said that the duties of territorial government took 
the place of buying and selling as the leading pursuit of the Company’s 
servants m India 

Hts policy revet sed by successors 

This policy was worked out by Lord Wellesley, not under the guidance 
of, but in direct opposition to, the wishes of his masters in England The 
Directors, although they had from the first carried on their trade at a loss, 
still clung to trade as the only means of squaring their balance-sheet, and 
regarded with distrust every addition of territory, as productive of debt 
and financial embarrassment Very much the same view appears to have 
been held by the English ministry; while the question has been much 
debated, whether Lord Wellesley’s measures were not so far voluntary, 
lather than forced upon him by circumstances, as to constitute an in- 
fraction of the Acts of Pailiament of 1784 and 1793, which enjoined 
a defensive and neutral policy, and distinctly prohibited teiritoiial ag- 
grandisement However that may have been, the course pursued by 
Lord W’’ellesley, once entered on, could not be retraced, but the Court 
notwithstanding vainly desired to return to the former state of non-inter- 
vention and political equality with the Mahratta powers , and the influence 
of their sentiments so far affected the policy of Lord Wellesley's imme- 
diate successors, that the complete pacification of Central India, contem- 
plated by him, was suspended on the eve of its accomplishment, and 
deferred till twelve years later The Mahratta war of 1817-18 was the 
fruit of the timid policy of non-inteivention pursued from 1805 until that 
time, and was foiced on Lord Hastings’ administration by the state of 
lawlessness which had grown up m Central India ^ 


^ Indian Polity, pp 32-33, ist edition 



